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Spanish Socialists Preparer

i

W orld  Socialism
WHAT NEXT IN SPAIN? ThousaniLs of SooialUtf 

crowd a Madrid bull ring 

to hear reports from their 
leaders;

By HERBERT ZAM
EPUBUCAkiSM cannot Mjlve llw SianUli problem. Thi.s is 
made evident every day by treniendou.s unrest among the worb' 

and peasants, the gencnif strike against fa'sei'^m in Madrid and 
other places, the seizure of Ian  ̂ '
by the peasantry and the grow int; not tlie  right. W e have always

between liberal  republicanism opposetd him because he is
represented by Azana and the against the church, but this

workers Jed by the So- tim e he has got off to a good
start and we see that we are 
going to have to count on him  
for  protection, just as he is 

• going to find  that he is going 
to have to count on us for  
support.”

This estim ate has proven en­
tirely  correct in the few weeks 
since it  was m ade. The Spanish 
revolution, as a twurgeois revo­
lution, had the support of at least 
the liberal  capitalists. Now that  
it  threatens to follow the historic  
road of transformation  into a pro ­
letarian revolution, the liberal  
capitalists become reactionary and 
turn  against it.

Fascist enem ies of the 
Spanish workers found 
themselves repulsed as a 
result of a string of gcti. 
eral strikes wlUch conw 
pelled government action 
again.st the reactionaries.
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gap
as
organized 
cialiat Party  and the trade unions.

W hen Azana, became prem ier, 
people thought ■ that the 

road had been opened to a long 
period of “ peaceful" development 
in Spain on a bourgeois repub­
lican basis. In truth,  however, 
the Azana governm ent was only 
a stopgap, set up because of the 

balance in the relation of 
forces between the proletarian  
revolutionary elements and the 
liberal  bourgeoisie and petty bour­
geoisie.

The present efforts of the 
’  ^Azana government to develop a 

perm anent basis for power in ­
evitably drives it to the fight  
aijd-leads to the sharpening of 
the struggle between Republican­
ism and Socialism . It  is there­
fore not accidental that the press 
reports on Azana’s last speech in  
the Cortes: ‘ -‘He was applauded 
by the, right,  but the Socialists 
.were, dem onstratively silent.”

This breach has become alm ost 
unbridgeable since Azana post­
poned the m unicipal elections, 
which were to have been held 
iApril  12. It  was the reactionaries 

: who had dem anded this postpone­
m ent.

R ightist forces are 
ing jailed ^  a result of 
their  plotting  against the 
Spanish m asses, Street 

■ , fighting  is taking place 
throughout the countryi
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Party
Activity

Consum ers' Cooperation
No Partial 
Reyolutions

But while historically  the pro ­
cess of transformation  of bour ­
geois into proletarian revolution  
has already begun, It  still lacks 
one of the essential elem ents for  
even initial  success— a revolution ­
ary  party*  that .ean place itself at 
the head of the m asses and lead 
them to successful struggle. The 
Socialist Party is today really  
two parties. One, led by Prieto 
and Besteiro, is satisfied w ith  the 
bourgeois republic, conceives of 
the proletariat  as a,“ constructive 
opposition”  in a long process of 
capitalist developm ent, want® a 
perm anent alliance with  the lib ­
eral bourgeoisie and is opposed 
to any extra - parliam entary  
actions.

- The other, led by Caballero, 
Bueno and other revolutionists, 
looks upon the present as only 
the initial  stage of the revolu­
tion and desires to proceed to the 
struggle for  the Socialist Repub­
lic. But while this tendency has 
an obvious m ajority  of the So­
cialists in the country, it  is not 
yet free to act independently. 
This situation w ill  undoubtedly be 
clarified  at the Congress of the 
Parly, to be /held in -June,— in  
Asturias, very appropriately.  
Som ething of • what the revolu­
tionary Socialists have in m ind  
was indicated by the reporter  re­
ferred to above:

“ Unless they are outwitted  
and outm ancuvered, the M arx ­
ists are not going to waste am r  
m unition  on any m ore part^ l  
revolutions. They are going to 
hold their  fire until  they are 
reasonably sure of achieving 
their  aim in one big push-—  
Bolshevism in Si>ain."

X And that they have no illusions 
either about the iT ile  of the capi- 
alists or about the m eans to be 
used was indicated by a question 
the Reporter asked a leading So­
cialist:

.By BENJAM IN  W OUF.

How the Cooperative Movement Began
(In response to numerous requests for a Socialist exposition of the 

history and principles of consumers cooperatio7h this column will  here­
after carry from time to time such discussion. It  is suggested that if  
this material he clipped attd saved the reader w in  be rewarded in time 
loith a fairly extensive survey of the cooperative movement f,rom a 
SocicUist viewpoint." At the same time, I  shall be glad also to answer 
any Questions put to me concerning the movement.)

W hen the cooperative m ove-<^ 
m ent began it  did  not know where 
it  was going. It  did not know  
that it would develop into a 
consum ers cooperative m ovem ent.
Nor that the consumers coopera­
tive m ovement could be a power- 

for revolutionary

California
LX>S ANGELES.— The statS 

office announced the election^ of 
the follow ing persons as dele­
gated to the party ’s national con­
vention: M ilen Dem pster, Gleu 
Trim ble,  Clarence Rti?t, Gardner  
W ells, M ike  Shannon, Joseph Pie- 
carpo and Seldon Osborn. Th«i 
alternates ^  (in order of elec­
tion) W ard  Rodgers, Crary  Trim ­
ble, E. D. Patterson, W illie  Gold­
berg, E. E. Porter, George R, 
K irkpatrick  and Ralph Zanchl.

woolen blankets were Roch-cause
dale's m ajor industry. W orkers  

than 90 years ago foundm ore
themselves unable to afford  even 

of the blankets they daily  
produced. Their  hours were long, 
their  work  arduous and their  pay 
at, or below, the subsistance level. 
W ere'this not m iserable enough 
a prospect, there was always the 
grow ing num ber of -unemployed, 
an unsuccessful strike just ended, 
the threat of being displaced by 
the new-fangled m achines, 
labor was the rule of the day

oneIt  was clear that after the par- 
liam entaiy victory,  w ith  the revo­
lutionary  efiSfgy of the m asses 
unleashed, an even greater vic- 

, tory  would be scored in  the m uni­
cipal elections. It  was further  
Clear that the Azana party,  which 
bad profited  
“ pet^ les’ front ”  electoral bloc be­
cause the proletarian  forces had 
iinder-estimated their  own power, 
would not em erge so strong from  

" the m unicipal elections. Thus 
present developm ents point to a 
rapid break of the “ peoples’ 
front"  and a rapprochem ent be- 

' tween Azana and the reaction­
aries around Gil  Robles.

ful weapon 
working  class activity.

The cooperative m ovement was 
a by-product of the paradise 28 

of Rochdale, England,

Florida
TAM PA.  — Several Interesting 

m eetings have been held here, 
with  Sidney Hertzberg of New 
York, Frank M cAlister  and _the 
Rev. M etcalf as speakers 
flow ing trials  are holding public  
attm tion.

weavers
planned for themselves back in  

They set them selves six 
m ajor  objectives when they drew  
up their  charter of association. 
All  six failed of realization. One 
project, however, in refusing to 
travel the road planned for it,  
because it contained a funda- 
ipentally sound idea, developed 
into the consumers cooperative 
m ovement we know today.

1844 Blottk  Tear 
1844 was a bleak year for  the 

Records of that year

m ost by - the
1844.

Child
The

rather.than  the exception,-

That was an era of em igration. 
Stories filtered  back of riches and 
fortunes wrung from  the virgin  
soil of the colonies, of^  diamonds 
in  South A frica  and gold in  Can­
ada. To poverty stricken Roch­
dale, em igration 
im possibility. It took , the .28 
weavers a year of starvation to 
save a pound each for  the cap­
ital to start a “ hom e”  colony. 
Som e of them . Chartists and 
Christian Socialists, rem embered 
the dream of Robert Owen and 
Dr. W illiam  K ing.

“ Let th^  workers own thg fac­
tories!”

Idaho
BOISE.-— Norm an Thom as will  

deliver four  speeches in southern 
Idaho, beginning in Boise and 
Twin  Falls, on Sunday, April -26. 
On the afternoon of April  27, ha 
will  speak in Idaho Falls, and in  
the evening in Pocatello. The 
University of Idaho refused to 
have Thomas speak in  the Soda! 
Problem s lecture course.

was a financial

'Azana Forced 
PTo the Right

This, of course, is not a sur- 
Jirising  developm ent. The Spanish 
revo

geois revolution, and attained its 
first  objective in the setting up 
of the bourgeois republic. But  

. under present circum stances, 
<when decaying and declining 
capitalism m akes it  im possible for  
the bourgeoisie to play a pro ­
gressive role, even as against 
feudal rem nants, while the sharp 
jeconomic crisis, which causes the 
m ain anger of the workers to be 
id irected not against the feudal­
ists, but against the capitalists, 
any perm anent or durable alli ­
ance between the proletariat  and 

. the bourgeoisie is out of the ques­
tion,. except with  the proletariat  
as the servant of the bourgeoisie.

The latter  is what Azana wants, 
and the failure  of the proletariat  
to bow to Azana drives him into  
the arm s of G il Robles. This is 
also clear to the reactionaries, 
who have begun to woo Azana 
assiduously. A  very keen capital­
ist reporter  as early as B'eb. 29 
sent a dispatch to his -Chicago 
paper as the first  of a series. 
The rest wore never printed, 'be­
cause undoubtedly they were too 
* ‘hot." In this article, the re­
porter interviews a Catholic 
pricit,  a m an of influence in re- 
actionaiy circles, and quotes him  
as follow.s:

“ W alt  a few weeks and you 
win see. Azana will  liave to 

^ take' sides uith  us against tlio  
; Kod M ob. Ills troubles are 
! going to com e from  the left,

weavers.
reveal that one-fifth  of the fami­
lies of Rochdale slept without  

■ blankets. This Is significant be-

lutlon  started out as a bour-
the fetish of an all-inclusive and 
perm anent “ peoples’ front. ”

This-;:^  indicated by the reply  
of tbe'Som jaist to a question by 
the reporter  on the difference be­
tween Socialists and com munists 
In  Spain:

“ There isn’ t any," was the 
answer, “ except that wc think  
AVith  our own brains and the 
com m unists think with the 
brains of M oscow. W e arc in- 
trausigoant and tiie com m unists 
have becom e opportunists. They 
subordinate the interests of the 
ivorld  revolution to the inter ­
ests of Russian foreign policy, 
and if it  served the interests 
of Russia they u'ouM  ally  them - 
selvcs with  the bourgeois par ­
ties, whereas we rem ain revolu­
tionaries.”
This m ay not be an accurate 

description of the new com m unist 
line, but it sliould serve to 
illum inate one of the questions 
that 80 m any people ha% ’e in their  
m inds: W ill  the Spanish revolu­
tionary  Socialists rem ain satisfied 
with  the accom plishm ents of the 
■ •peoples' front ”  or w ill  they con­
tinue nuu’ching onward* to'ward  
the proletarian ievolution?

W hether or not, Caballero 
bivoane Uie Lenin • of Spain is 
unim portant. W hat is important  
is that there is a powerful m ove­
m ent in Spain! which is deter- 
m ineii that Spain shall becom e 
the second woiM ters ’ republic in  
the ’^orld.

Illinois
CHICAGO.  — Retiring:  stat.

chairman Arthur  G. M cDowell rfr*  
ports that Illinois  is better pre­
pared for  the 193© presidential 
caanpaiga than it  was for  the last 

they could build  aa Eden rightLone,— Ii^-  1932,- TiHb<-»ift -had-4I9-..- - 
in  the center of barren and dreary m embers paying dues, less than 
England. But $140 wouldn’ t buy 32 locals, only two of which were 
a factory. They bought a store English branches outside of Chi- 
instead. W ith  this beginning and cago, with  no organizers in the 
their  united efforts they could field,’ with total organizational 
bring  about their  heritage of jus- contacts lim ited  to five counUes, 
tice. and equity. Organizing for In 1936 Illinois  will  enter the 
th is purpose, they called them- caunpaign w ith  1100 m em bers, 72 
selves by the im posing title of branches, 33 downstate, five of 
•'The Equitable Society of Roch- which are language branch^,  
dale Pioneers.”  w ith organizational contacts in

It  cannot be said, as do som e 49 counties, and two organizers in  
rom ancers in the m ovement, that the field, 
they planned w ith  soundness and 
great foresight, or that having 
surveyed the field they knew, the 
right  road to follow , or the 
to seek. To them , cooperation 
was a de.sire born of necessity.
It  is not for  what they desired 
that we honor them , but for  how ator.
they went about attaining it. best attended in recent years*
It  is their  technique rather than 
their  ideal upon which the con­
sum ers eooporalive m ovem ent 
was built. It  fell to them to 
prove that the united cffoit  of 
workers through denioeratic. 
equitable and just m ethods could 
successfully bear fruit.  Their  his­
toric  m ission was U> provide the 
formula for such , successful 
activity.

Bought a Stlore
If  only they could own the 

factories, the weavers thought,

, “ Do you hope to achieve this 
revolution of yours w ithout  vio­
lence

And in the words of the re­
porter:

“ The Only answer wa.s a con­
temptuous snort ...”

Maine
AUBURN.— Frank  H. M axfield, 

veteran Socialist,! W as nom inated 
for  governor by the state conveQ* 
Uon. M ra. Helen Knuiisen wes 
nom inated for  United States Sen- 

The convention was the

No Illusions 
On Conmmnisls

Nor do the revoluUouaiy So­
cialists have m any, iUuaioiis about 
the now line of the eom iiuinists. 
They are In a united front  w ith  
Ihe com num usts/ .■ \s well as with  
the .syndic:U ist.s and otlu'r  work ­
ing class groups, becatise they 
realize^he* value of unity, even 

sm 3Rh?9^group3, in awaken­
ing the class consciou.sness and 
will  to struggle of the m asses. 
But they do not intend to be 
diverted from  their  m ain goal by

, W cat J irgima
CHARLESTON. — The stale con­

vention of the W est V irginia  So­
cialist Party w ill  be held in  F^r-  
m ont, April  25-6. according to tW  
state ottice. A m ass m eeting 1 

planned for Saturday evem ngi 
April  25. John M ouauh and other 
pi'ominent out-of-state , Socialie 
will  be am ong the speak n*s.

with
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