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IITTF 0X 1% -w t-nH’ c dealiug w iih  ^udi a serious m ailer as the Peo- 

pie’s I''r< 'n l of P'nince,i one w ould he tem pted, to say of its 
recently ado])ted I ’ rograni {A m erican Socialist M onthly, M arch
Issue), ‘ ‘The luountain labored andy---------------------------- - ’
gave birth to a m ouse.” For af­
ter all the hopes w hich toe form a­
tion of the People’s Front raised, 
after the splendi  ̂anti-fascist 
dem onstrations w hich it organ­
ized, after inspiring the unifica­
tion of the trade union m ovem ent 

. in, France, after laying a basis for 
Cooperation betw een Com m unists 
and Socialists  ̂betw een w orkers 
and petty bourgeois, 
of the People's Front is 
d isappointing docum ent'.that has' 
appeared in the international 
labor m ovem ent in m any years.

It should endear the People's 
Front to the hearts of all'the re- 
fonpists, w ho have heretofore 

shied away :^om

m

I“ Socialism .” ' O ne looks in vain 
f^r any m ention of socialization 
of industries, of m ines, of banks. 
The Bank of France is to be 
placed under governm ent control, 
but its, private ow nership is to be 
retained. A ctually tw o-thirds of 
th is section dealsvw ith proposals 
for financial refoim s, reform s so 
dear to the. heart of the constantly 
schem ing petty bourgeoisie.

In this connection w e m ay point 
to a very 
titled: “ A gainst the spoliation of 
those w ho save. For a better or­
ganization of credit.” This ,is ob­
viously intended for the consum p­
tion the petty ^bourgeoisie, for 
w hat "savings”  can the w orking 
class possibly have in the sixth 
year of the econom ic crisis ?

There is a further dem and for 
the “ dem ocratic reform (w hatever 
that m ay m ean— H Z) of the sys­
tem of taxation along the lines of 
a reduction of taxes to give a 
stim ulus to trade.”  
earthly interest'can the proletar­
iat have in the reduction of taxes 
in order to stim ulate trade? Even 
the reform ists in the' pw t have in­
sisted that they intended to grad­
ually socialize industries by m eans 
of increasing taxation, but here w e 
are told <rf the  ̂need for reducing 
taxation. A n elem ent of' uncon­
scious hum or is provided by the 
dem and “ Regulatio jjs for the ex­
ercise of the profession of a 
banker.” "W e are going to .m ove 
forward to Socialism by prescrib­
ing: rules for tbe “ conduct of 
bankers!

W hat has happened? H ow is it  
possible that tw o w orking class 
parties can adopt such thor­

oughly bour­
geois - m inded 
program ? The 
answer Is not far 
to seek. This is 
the program of 
the Radicals, of 
D aladier, of H ar­

riot, of Cot. From the m om ent the 
Radicals entered the People’s 
Front, there began a gradual w at­
ering dow n of the proletarian 
character of its program . In or­
der to keep the Radicals in, it  w as 
necessary to m ake m ore and m ore 
concessions to them , until noth­
ing w as left but the dem ands of 
toe Radical Party. The People's 
Front, in reality , has becom e a 
parliam entary m achine for carry­
ing out the program of the Radi­
cal Party.

A  governm ent organized on toe 
basis of this program , no m atter 
how m any Socialists and 
Ists are in the cabinet, w ill  be a 
Radical governm ent, w ith toe dif ­
ference that the failure of such a 
governm ent to accom plish any­
thing substantial for the m asses 
of the w orkers, and fail it m ust, 
as all petty bourgeois program s 
m ust fail  in th is era of finance im ­
perialism , w ill  w eigh heavily on 
toe shoulders of the proletarian' 
parties,- the Socialists and com­
m unists. The G erm an proletariat 
had considerable experience w ith 
program s of this type, beginning 
w ith H ilferding’s clever financial 
reform s and ending w ith Bruen- 
ing’s em ergency financial decrees. 
The result of the accum ulation of 
these program s, and toe disillus­
ionm ent of the w orking class w ith 
them w as— H itler.
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The old stories of secret military treaties and international alliances are being 
ist world rearms. Chief amon  ̂these alliances is the one between France and Rumania—sealed w 

Maurirtt French m m isier of war, pinned a military medal on King Ca^ol of Rum em if.

told, once moreas the capital, 
when General

significant section en-

»7-

NewiOealer'?'New Leaderl or'
French ^ “ i'T'S:  
People’s 
Front,

By TH E ED ITO RIA L  BO A RD
m ovem ent, 
yet the activ ities 
of the People’ s 
Front are far 
better than its 

program , em pasizing toe m ilitant 
character of the "rank and file of 
its supporters. But if  the pro­
gram , becom es toe guide for its 
activ ities, and if  the revolutionary 
m ovem ent is to be confined to the 
lim its of toe program , then; the 
entire m ovem ent c»i only lead 

. the French’  proletariat into a biind^ 

. alley, can only serve to disillusion 
.. them and . m ake them ready ■ 'V ic- 
.thns for fascist dem agogy.*

A s

N orm an Thom as' radio attack 
on Sm ith and Roosevelt has been 
ansM V’ered. H ere is the answer:

"The great m ass of w orkers, 
farm ers and m iddle class people 
w ho toil  for a liv ing  in one *^y  or 
another w ill-  judge the Roosevelt 
jadm inistnt.tion not on the basis of 
Thom as’ theories concerning fas­
cism , and the collapse of capital-' 
ism , but on the basis of their ow n 
experiences and observations. It  
w as on -this baSis that the con­
vention of the U nited "M ine W ork­
ers has just indorsed Roosevelt’ s 
N ew. D eal and condem ned the L ib ­
erty-League. Jlhom as m ay assert 
a thousand tim es that Roosevelt's 
N ew D eal |s fascism , but the m to- 
ers know toat toe G ^ey B ill  
saved their union and averted a 
strike that m ight have been disas­
trous for their organization. The 
sam e m ay be said about ^e, feel­
ing of niillions of i^^efs w ho 
w ere saved from banW uptcy by 

D eal, 
loyed

w ho have been taken out of toe 
bread lines and, soup kitchens by 
the N ew D eal’s relief m leas^res, 
how ever inadequate they seem to, 
a Socialist. A ll  these elem ents 
judge the N ew D ehl on the basis 
of their ow n experience,.,, hot on 
som ebody's theories.”

d io attack proves toe charge 
against the O ld G uard to the hiit  
Socialist Party m em bers ^o\M 
be grateful for the frankness of 
the N ew Leader in at last xeveal* 
ing the true intent of the O li  
G uard. ’

defends the starvation relief pro­
gram of a capitalist politician, 
Franklin D *!  R^oosevelt.

In the interest of .^protecting 
Roosevelt from the sound Social- 
1st kttack unleaded . by N orm an 
“  D |as, the N ew tieader’s w riter 

Thdm as' views A 'and at­
tem pts to m ake it  seem that So- 
cialisto charge the' Roosevelt re­
gim e W ith being fascist. O n toe 
contrary, Thom as him self m ade it  
p lain that the N ew D eal is not 
fascism , but that seeds of fascism 
exist in**  A m erica and that only 
conscious labor organization can- 
stop its ultim ate trium ph.

N ow w hat

Tho
* » * *

disto
This puts an end to the internal 

party fight. N o Socialist'can tol*  , 
erate a group w ho seek.toe re*, 
election of Roosevelt— author of 
the greatest peace-tim e w ar bud* - 
get,* t-elief-sl'asher and protector of 
A m erican capitalisih. There is no 
doubt that the O ld G uard is not 
m erely out of the Socialist Party j 
it  is out of toe Socialist m ovem ent 
as w ell.

That' th is 'progfam is no ordi­
nary. docum ent, but has particu­
lar sigT ilficance is' seen from the 
fact that Leon B lum , leader of the 

• Socialist Party, 'describes it as 
the "program for the second bal­
lot, the com m on program of the 
future m ajority, the program of 
the governm ent.” In other w ords, 
.should thei People’s Front secure 
a m ajority, or. close to a m ajority 

■ in the com ing elections in France, 
^■ an eventuality w hich seem s very 
likely, it w ill  organize a govern­
m ent and operate on the basis of 
th is program . The com m unists 

' tell \u3,th^t a people's front gov­
ernm ent can serve as a transition 
to a pure proletariat or Socialist 
governm ent. This i|togram m ust 
therefore be looked upon as a 
transition to' Socialism . Let us

"W e w ant to separate Roose­
velt and his loyal follow ers from 
the reactionary groups in toeir 
party,”  says the N ew L ieaden 

"W e w ant to defeat Roosevelt 
and his party,”  say Soci.alists, 
"because they are enem ies’ of the 
Socialist program , because 'they 
do not w ant a w orkers’ w orld but 
seek to m aintain the pow er of 
private profit.”

Socialists thi*oughout the coun­
try m ay have been incredulous 
w hen it  w as charged that the O ld 
G uard is disloyal to the basic con­
cepts w ith w hich the Socialist 
Party has been identified. They 
have' now surrendered the last 
elem ent of Socialist character.

M uch in the fight toat has been 
going on w ith in the party now be­
com es clear. The fight against 
N orm an Thom as and the national 
executive com m ittee of the party 
,now becom es m ore understand­
able. It  is a fight' to prevent the 
Socialist Party from putting up 
a, cam paign against

I IS !K »

has Socialist sym pathizers can now 
understand the situation, the issus 

clearly drawn byhaving been so 
the very w ords of the O ld G uard. 
In prim ary fights w hich the O ld 
G uard w dll undertake in order to 
b lock- a Socialist opponent for 
Roosevelt, Socialist voters w ill  re­
m ain loyaj to the m ovem ent v[hic&  
offers hope for the future. ^ Th 
w ill  support the candidate of the 
Socialist Party in 1936,

B rush aside the debris of the 
O ld G uard. O n w ith the w ork of 
build ing for Socialism !

Radical
Party
Program

the legislation of the 
and of m illions of ^nem p

ey

Thomas Tours Six 
States in 7 Days

CH ICA G O

W ith these w ords, a form er So­
cialist newspaper, the N ew Lead­
er, tosses its hat.in toe air for 
the Roosevelt adm inistration. The 
U nited States, says t|ve author, 
H arry Rogoff, in toe N ew Leader 
of February 15, is "in a m uch 
sounder condition, from a general 
econom ic poidt of view , than they 
w ere a

see:

ih the first section, entitled 
’ ‘Political D em ands”  the m ost ex­
trem e point is the dem and for the 
"recognition of w om en’s right to 
"W ork” ! Even such a purely bour­
geois dem ocratic dem and as the 
suffrage ’  for w om en, one of the 
traditional dem ands of toe So­
cialist Party, has been, for sotne 
strange reason, om i^ed. 
only other political dem and deal­
ing w ith labor is tho right to be­
long to trade ' unions (in 'which 
connection w hy no m ention of the 
right to strike, to picket, to‘ O r­

ganize boycotts?)

'the colonies receive attention: 
There is provision for the "setting 
tip of a Parliam entary Com m is­

sion of Enquiry 
the political, 

jjemaiia Econom ic and 
m oral conditions 
In French terri­
tories overseas, 
and in particu­
lar in French 

N orth A frica and Indo-Chlna!”  
This, proposal is seriously offered 
for the support of the French So­
cialist proletariat, w hich for*  m any 

-years has been insisting upon the 
com plete liberation of the col­
onies. The inhabitants of the 

French colonies arc to slave hap­
pily, know ing that in the near fu­
ture it w ill  be a People’s . F ront 
com m ission w hich w ill  "Inquire”  

-Into their w elfare.

The second half of the pi-ogram  
Is even m ore dPlire.«iaij>,\F than the 
first half, if  tliat io possible. O ne 
lO Tks ia vain toe w or<i

N orm an Thom as 

w ill  address nine m eetings in six 

states in a 7-day tour through the 

M iddle W est, it w as announced 

here. H is schedule follow s:
Thursday, February 20, Forum 

at M ichigan C ity; Friday at A nn 
A rbor, M ich.; Sunday at V iking

Roosevelt.

year or tw o ago.” A nd 
indeed,, "the N ew D eal has dim in­
ished the num bers of the hungry 
and the hom eless, of the desper­
ate and the im fioverished, of the 
ruined and the em bittered.”

Rogoff's blatantly anti-Socialist 
article gives further justification 
tcT the charge m ade-by Jack A lt ­
m an, executive secretary of the 
N ew Y ork city Socialist Party, in 
a statem ent issued to the press on 
D ecem ber 13, in reply to a pro­
nouncem ent by Louis W aldm an. 
A ltm an said:

“ It  is quite true that old guard 
leaders oppose M r. Thom as for 
toe presidential , nom ination, but 
their opposition to M r. Thom as as 
a candidate see.ns to be' part of a 
general opposition to the running 
of any candidate against •Roose­
velt.

The
coram un-

TH OM A S O N RA DIO
The only step toat rem ains for 

the N ew Leader and too ex-Social- 
ists of the O ld G uard is to print 
up toeir leaflets w ith the slogan, 
"V ote for the N ew D eal.” They 
hayq begun their chorus of 
"Roosevelt is our leader.”

In all fairness: 'it 'should be 
added that toe O l4 G uard thinks 
that Roosevelt should be pushed 
"further to toe left.” Says Rog- 
off: "W e w ant to w iden the gulf 
betw een Roosevelt apa Sm ith, be­
tw een the N ew D eal and the L ib ­
erty League.”

The N ew Leader 'becom es N ew 
D ealer!

' N EW Y O RK —  O n Friday, 
Feb. 28, N orm an Thom as w iU  
be inteiM ew ed by Boake Car­
ter, new s com m entator, over 
the Columbia broadcasting sys­
tem at 10:45 p. m ., eastern 
standard tim e.

Tem ple, 3257 Sheffield avenue, 
Chicago, at 2:30 p. m .; M onday Jt 
U niversity of K ansas. La-wrence m 
;the m orning; Em poria in the eve­
ning; Tuesday at the M unicipal 
auditorium in St. Louis; and W ed* 
nesday at O hio. W esleyan U niver­
sity, D elaw are, O hio In toe m orn* 
ing; and at the O hio State U ni*  
verSity i^ CoU im bus, in toe evening*

Colony
Probe "It  w ill  be rem em bered that 

A braham Ctoan, one of M r. W ald- 
m an’s closest colleagues in his 
factional fight,. d^lared that 
Roosevelt should be a m em ber of 
the Socialist party. In view of 
th is uncontiudicted statem ent it  Is 
reasonable to assum e that the ol^ 
guard does not desire to carry on 
a fight against Roosevelt and the 
policies he represents. A pparently, 
they w ant to le& ve the field to 
Roosevelt and are no'w seeking to 
elim inate N orm an Thom as*

"They w ill  not succeed. The So­
cialists of th is city and of the na­
tion are opposed to the Roosevelt 
reg^e.”

• 'i ’he N ew Leader article defend­
ing Roosevelt against Thom as’ ra-

* ■ * ' a
The Rogoff article m akes plain 

w hat w e have charged for a long 
itim e. The O ld G uard ha  ̂defin ite­
ly broken "w ith the tradition of 
the Socialist m ovem ent, 
ready to support and even now

W e are not here discussing 
language or w ords. It is possible 
to have a program w hich is in es­
sence a good Socialist program 
and not m ention the term "So­
cialism .” But it m u.st point to­
w ard Socialism , It m u.st .take 
som e liasic m easurcH on the'road 
to Socialism . It m ust bi'g in the 
w ork of reorg.anizing society. This 
prograu' does not do so. It en­
visages nothing but som e m inor 

' changi-s In the superficial feattires

PU SH A 2M Q BN D M EN T 
N EW Y O RK -— A  drive to secure 

N ew Y ork ratifications of 
Child Labor A m endment to tb*  
Constitution hM beenj decided u^ 

W om en’s Trade

It is

of the capitalist system j, leaving 
tho basic structure oi capitalism 
unchanged. Such a program is 
not and connot be a transition to 
w ard Socialism . It is a stibstitute 
for Socialism .

on by the local 
U nion League.

D O N’T FO RG ET, SO CIA L^T 
CA LL  FIRST A N NU A L  D INN ER
O N M A RCH 22.




