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ONE weren'o dealing with such 2. serious matter as the Peo-

would he tempted to say of its

reccnth adopted l’rugram (American Socialist Monthly, March

issue), “The mountain !abored ands

gave birth to & mouse.” For af-
ter all the hopes which the forma-
tion of the People’s Front raised,
after the splendi anti-fascist
demonstrations which it organ-
ized, after inspiring the unifica-
tion of the trade union movement
. in France, after laying a basis for
cooperation between Communists
and Socialists, between workers
and petty bourgeois, the program

of the People’'s Front is the most]

disappointing ‘document’ that has’
appeared in the International
labor movement in many years,

It should endear the People's!
Front. to.the hearts of all the re-
formists, who have heretofore
' ~ shied away ffom

. any fa.vorhble

F.I’ 611_011 mention of thls
4 .9 . .movement, As
.PeOPle 8 yet the activities
‘of the People's

F ron't« . Front are far

better than its
program, empasizing the militant
“ghgracter of ‘the rank and fileé of
-its supporters, But if the pro-
gram, becomes the gulde for its
activities, and if the revolutionary
maqvement is to be confined to the
Hmits of the program, then| the
.entire movement can only lead
.the Frenclr proletariat into a blind,
L alley, can only serve to disillugion
.them and make them: ready vie-
.tims for fascist demagogy.

: That' this -program is mo ordi-
nary. document, but hes particu-
lar significance is seen from the
fact that Leon Blum, leader of the
. Socialist Party, ‘describes it as.
‘the “program for the second bal-]
-lot, the comumon program of the
future majority, the program of
the government.” In other words,
.should the People's Frout ®ecure
& majority, or, close to a majority
4n the coming elections in ¥France,
;an eventuality which seems very
likely, it will orgunize a govern-
ment and operate on the hasis of
this program. The communists
- tell ys, th?t a people's front gov-
ernment can serve ag a trangition
to a pure proletariait or Socialist
government. This program must
" therefore be looked upon as a

transition to® Socialism, Let us
see: .
- M the Afirst section, entitled

i #Political Demands” the most ex-
treme point is the demand for the
“recogmition of women's right to
work'! ¥ven such a purely bour-
geols democratic demand as the
suffrage: for women, one of the
traditional demands of the So-
elalist Party, has been, for some
astrange vreason, omijted, The
only other political demand deal-
ing with labor is the right to:be-
long to trade unions (in" which
connection why no mention of the
right to strike, to picket, to.or-
ganize boycotts?)

The colonies receive attemtlon:
There is provision for the ‘‘setting
up of a Parliamentary Commis-

o sion of Enquiry
Demaud into the’ po:itical
moral conditions
in French terri-
tories overseas,

Colony
PrObe and in particu-
lar in F'rench

: North Africa and Indo-China!”
This, proposal is seriously offered
for the support of the French So-
clalist proletariat, which for many
-years has been Ipsisting upon the
complete lberation of the col-
onies, 'The inhabitants of the

rench colonies are to slave hap-
pily, knowing that in the near fu-
ture it will' be a People’s Front
commiasion which will “inquire”
~jnto their welfare.
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The second haltt of the program
i% even more depresying than the
" Girst half, if that in possible, One
fooky jn wvaln- r«,r TveaT e wowi

-
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“Socialism," One looks in wvain
for any mention of socialization
of industries, of mines, of banks.
The Bank of France is to be
placed under governmenf control,
but its private ownership is to be
retained. Actually two-thirds of
this section dealg,with proposals

dear to the heart of the constantly
scheming petty bourgeoisie.

-In this connection we may point
to a very significant. section en-
titled: “Against the spoliation of
those who save.
ganization of credit.”” This iz ob-
viously intended for the consump-
tion of the petty bourgeoisie, for
what “savings" can the working
class possibly have in the sixth
year of the economic crisis? ‘

the ‘‘democratic reform (whatever
that may mean—HZ) of the Bys-
tem of taxation along the lines of
a reduction of taexes to give &
stimulus -to frade,” Now what
earthly interest’ can the proletar-
iat have in the reduction of taxes
in order to stimulate trade? Even
the reformists in the past have in-
sisted that they intended to grad-
ually socialize industries by means
of increasing taxation “but here we
Jare told of the, need for reducing
taxation, An element of  uncon-
scious humor is provided by the
demand “Regulations for the ex-
ercise of the profession of &
banker,” 'We are golng to .miove
forward to Socialism hy prescrib-
ing  ryles for the “com,iuct of
bankers!

What has happened? How is it
possible that two working class
parties can adopt such a thor-

oughly bour-
Radical Eoeis,,™res
Party
Program

answer is not far
to. seek. This is
the program of
the Radicals, of
Daladier, of Her-
riot, of Cof, ¥rom the moment the
Radicals entered the People's
Front, there began a gradual wat-
ering down of the proletarian
character of its program. 'In or-

necessary to make more and more
concessions to them, until noth-
ing was left but the demands of
the Radical Party. The People's
‘Front, in reality, has become &
parliamentary machine for carry-
ing out the program of the Radi-
cal Party.

A government organized on the
basis of this program, no matter
how many Socialists and commun-
ists are in the cabinet, will be &
Radical government, with the dif-
ference that the failure of such a
government to accomplish any-
thing substantial for the masses
of the workers, and fail it must,
as all petty bourgeois programs
must fail in this era of finance im-
periglism, will weigh heavily on
the shoulders of the proletarian’
parties,- the Socialists and com-
munists, The German proletariat
had considerable experience with
programs of this type, beginning
with Hilferding’s clever financial
reforms #nd ending with Bruen-
ing’'s emergency financial decrees.
The result of the accumuiation of
these programs, and the disillus-
iooment of the working' zla.ss with
them was—Hitler.

'~ We are not here discussing
language or words. It is possible
to have a program which i8 in es-
sence a pgood Socialist program,
and not mention the term “So-
cialism.” But it must point to-
ward Soclalism, It must wtak‘e
some -hasic measures on the ‘road
to Socialism. It must begin the
work of reorganizing society. Thix
prograw does not dv s0. It en-
vigages ncthing but some minor
changer In the nnperﬁcfal featuroa

for financial reforims, reforms 80|

For a better or-y__

There is a further demand for |

der lo keep the Radicals in, if was |

The old ;tories of secret military
. ist world rearms. Chief amonk th
Muaurin, French minister

‘New Leac

Norman Thomas’ radio attack
on Smith and Roosevelt has been‘
answeréd. Here i8 the answer:
““The great mass of workers,
farmers and middle class- people
who toil for a Hving in one way or
another will judge the Roosevelt
2dministrgtion not on the basig of |
‘Thomas’ theories concerning fas-
cism ‘and the collapse of capital~
ism, but on the basis of their own
expenences and observations, It
was on this basis that the con-
vention of the ‘United ‘Mine Work-
ers has just indorsed Roosevelt's
New Deal and ‘condemned the Lib-
erty-League. ‘Thomas may assert
a thousand times that Roosevelt's
New Deal is fascism, but the min~
ers ‘know that the Guffey Bill Has'
saved their union ,d ~averted a
striké that might have been disas-
trous for their organization. The
Same may be said about the, feel-
ing. of ‘millions. of ﬁ\i}-rmers who
were saved from ba uptcy by
the legislation of the Deal,
and of miillions of unem loyed
who have been taken out of the
bread lines and soup kitchens hy
the New Deal's relief measyres,
however inadequate they seem to,
a Socialist. All these elements
judge the New Deal on the basis
of their own experiénce,, rot onj|
someboﬁya theories."

[ I
With these words, a former So-
cialist newspaper, the New Lead-
er, tosses itg hat.in the air for
the Roosevelt administration. The
Unitéed States, says t;xe author, |
Harry Rogoff, in: the New Leader
of ¥February 15, is “in a much
sounder condition, from a general |
economic point of view, than they
were a year or two ago.' Andg
indeed,, “the New Deal has dimin-
ished the numbers of the hungry |
and the homeless, of the desper-
ate and the impoverished, of the
ruined and the embittered.”

The only step that remains for
the New Leader and the ex-Social-
ists of the Old Guard is to print
up their leaflets with the sliogan,
“Vote for the New Deal’” 'They
havge begun their chorus of
“Roosevelt is our leader.’

In all fairness 'it 'should be
added that the O{d Guard thinks
that Roosevelt should be pushed
“further to the left” Says Rog-
off: “We want to widen the gulf
between Roosevelt apa Smith, be-
tween the New Deal and the Lib-
erty League,”

The New Leader becomes New
Dealer! “

* ¥
The Rogoff article makes plain
what we have charged for & long
time, The Old Guard has definite-
ly broken with the tradition of ]
the Soclalist movement., It is|
ready to support and even now i

-R

!
of the .capitalist s;yst.emr leaving
the basic structure of capitalism|
unchanged. Such & program ig
not and connot be & transition tef{

ward Soclalism, It is a subgtitute
for Socialism. - '






