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I\othmg could have been more apptropriate than the conference
of the representatives of the International Labor movement to meet
the danger of war which was made sharper by Hitler’s military occu-

pation of the Rhineland, Andd
nothing could be more inapprop-
riate than what came out of the
conference. For at a time when
labor had to show not only its in-
fernational solidarity, but its com-
plete independence of the capital-
- st war maneuvers, the conference
demonstrated how the policy of
supporting capitalist sanctions
had destroyed the independent
positien of labor and made ex-
tremely difficuit, if not impos-
sible, any unanimity in the ranks
of labor, 5 :

Dangerous Game

- Al that it was possible for the
various representatives to agree
‘upon’ was & ringing denunciation
,of the Hitler war preparations,
“{What about the war preparations
of all other capitalist countries?
1s it not a dangerous game which
~ plays into the hands of the im-
perialist rivals of the fascist coun-
-tries to give the workers the im-
" pression that they are for peace?)
Whent the question of sanctions
was touched, there was an imme-
diate divlslon» ~’I‘he Frenech repre-

~application of sanctions against
Germany, but the British were op-
posed, What is important is that
their opposition was not based on
-refusal to be associated with capi-
talist policies, but was entirely a
result of the. specific policies of
‘their own government. ..

' Sir Walter . Citripe, who was a
veritable firebtand in demanding
sanctions against Italy, was Just
as. fiery in opposing - sanctions
-against Germany,

- ish - Liabor-Party compelied the

‘What has hap- §-
. pened to the theory that the Brit-| }

less an aggressor? Has not the
League of Nationg already con-
demned Germany as a treaty vio-
lator?

The British gg;{gmment opposes
sanctions against Germany he-
cause its imperialist interests have
in the past dictated limifed sup-
port to Germany in the restora-
tion of its military power So &8

to balance the growing power of
France. The British government
favored sanctions against Italy
because its own imperialist inter-
ests in the Mediterranean and East
Africa were challenged by Italy's
invasion of Ethiopia. Is it a pure
accident that the policies of Cit~
rine coincide so exactly with the
policlies of the British Tory gov-
ernment? Once again we see how
an imperialist government has
been able to maneuver so cleverly
that it could make the labor move-
ment helieve that the policies of
the government were labor policies
rather thar imperialist policies.

Skill Deepm.‘m, Sy

It was indeed a Sad spectacle to
see the labor representatives of
the various countries line up in a

‘manner similar to their capitalist
It is this which

governments.,

makes it -possible. for the capitalist
press to report:

2‘L.abor leaders of fifteen
Furopean countries proved at
their conference here today that,
although they are Socialists and
internationalists on the surface,
most of them are also patriots
and nationalists under the skin.”

Under the circumstances, noth-
ing else could issue from this
conference than what came out.
The workers are asked fo rely
upon the League of Nations and
its machinery, upon ‘‘collective
security,” upon pacts and counter-

pacts—in short, upon all of the

methods of capitalist diplomacy
which historically have been the
means for prepariag war, not for
preserving peace. The only item
which can be at all welcomed is
the declaration of the need for de-
fending the Soviet Union against
an imperialist aggressor, but this
iz tempered, because with it is
also the declaration that *“all must
rally to the support of any state
attacked by an agpgressor,” What
interests have the workers in rush-
ing into a war between two ca.pi-
talist countries?

Meeting at a time when world

capitalism has so obviously broken

down, when unemployment has be-

come & permanent phenomenon, |y

when the enly way. capitalism

out of the: crisis is. fascism and
war, the conference did not see!,

fit to call upon the workers for a

renewed struggle against the capi-{|
‘talist systemm and for Socialism, ||
It did not see fit o call for inter-

national Tabor unity against capi-
talism .and_zagainst war,

A Real Program
-Aside from the differences al-
ready notgd it is evident that
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specinl May -Day tour for workets ‘and |

there were other differences at the
conference. One delegate voted
against and several abstained in
the final vote on the declaration
which was adopted.

The séntiment for a genuine
proletarian policy in the struggle
against th war danger is develop-
ing, Until recently, the American
Socialist Party was one of the few
which opposed reliance upon the
League of Nations and upon capi-
talist sanctions as a means of
preventing war, The recent events
in the field of international rela-
tions have shown how correct this
position iz, The %T.ondon Inter-
national Labor Conference shows
further, perhaps in a negative
way, the dangers inherent in a2
policy of close associatlon with
the actions of capitalist govern-
ments, ¥or such assgociation in-
evitably leads to defense of {he
policies of the individual capitalist
countries and therefore to support
of those governments in war.

If the labor movement permits
itself to drift this way, it will
wake up when it ia already too
late, a8 in 1914, The fight against
war 18 Impossible without a mili-
tant fight, by the workers of each
couniry, against the capxtahst_
class of their own country,

m Y

ALL SPORTS e

$16.00 PER WEEK

Oars leave daily 10:30 A. M,
On ‘Pridays; 10:30

Telephone Beacon 731

“"CAMP NITG
ON THE HUDSON ..

HOTEE ACCOMMODATIONS - EXCEL

fre

A, N
On Baturdays: 10:30 A, N

—

All Enrolled
Secialist Vote:

ATTEND THE

CITY - WID

thelr organizations at remsomable prices, -See”
. ihe Soviet Unlon on Parade! Seeo the world’s
most magoilicent demonstration In Moscow,

Sailing on'S, 8. Aquitaniag April 15th

- -

tions against Italy because it was
an aggressor? Is Hitler any the |

“Why the Prin

SPEAK|

‘ T »-’-, - -—






