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AFTER THE FRENCH ELECTIONS
- By HERBERT ZAM i

HE great victory for the left parties in the French elections
expresses the will to unity of the French toiling masses and
their desire to struggle against fascism: for above all this was an

the first time in many years the
proletarian. parties were united for
8 common immediate objective,
and in which they in turn were
united with a large section of the
middie class,

Contrary to popular belief, the
rain feature of the election is
not the fact that the People's
¥ront obtained a majority, both
of the popular vote and of the
Beats in parliament, for it already
had such a majority in the prev-
#ous parliament. The majority |
increased considerably, . however.
Against 349 seats out of 609 in
the old parliament, the People's
Front will mow have 381 seats
out of 618. The outstanding fea-
fure of the election is the enor-|
mous vote cast for the proletarian
partles, and the consequent shifts
in  strength, which expressed
fhemselves in changes inside the
People’s Yront itself. -~ -

The Election
The Socialist and Communist
Parties increased their seats by
110. Of this intrease, T8 geats
were gained at the expense of
pther parties in the People's
" JFront, 9 from increased represen-
kation, .and only 23 smeats were
«Reined from parties not in the
edeft bloc. The center bloc parties
«Boat but 26 seats, of which 19
- ofwent to the right and only 7 to
ofkhe left. Thus it is evident that
4the real shift in votes and in seats
wras within the. People’s Front it-
$elf, a shift from the capitalist
gparties to the proletarian parties.
All_these . facts justify the con-
flusion that  the toiling masses,
»f France are losing faith in the’
‘mbility of the middle clasg “demo-
ioratic” bourgeois parties to com-
bat fascism and are turning ' to
khe proletarian parties for leader-
‘ship, The Radical Socialist Party
Beems to have. been well aware
of this movement and has clung|
fenaciously to the People’s Front
A8 the most importa,nt meana of
maintaining its hold upon its fol-
- Jowers. The Right of the Radical
workers, and also the ‘middle
#lass, to the Socialist and Com-
Jaunist parties was undoubtedly
Rgreatly. slowed up by the dems-
apogic “left” policy of the Radical
- {Bocialists.

Workers’ Parties

The proletarian parties regls-
tered a phenomenal success in the
slection, with some 40 per cent
of the total vote and sabout 38
per cent of the seats in parlia-
ment, Far from being ruined by
the united front with the Com-
munists, the Socialist Party
emerged the largest party, with
two and a half miilion votes and
146 seats.

The independent Communist
groups, on the other hand, were
+able to retain their ten seats. It
must further be remembered that
ghe BSocialist Party had, some
months  before the election,
mdopted a programmatic declara-
tion in favor of proletarian dic-
Ratorship, and much was made of
this by the right parties, who
gndeavored to .work up a ‘“red
scare,” The proletariat, it secems,
far from being scared -.by . this,

found it an additional reason fof"

woting for the Socialist Party,
The Communists reaped a heavy
harvest from their abandonnaent
of ultra-left sectarianism, doub-
ling their vote to one and s half
*aillion, and inereasing their rep-
mesentatlon from 9 to 72 scats,
The - fact that the proletarian
fpartics betwcen them polled. 40
per cent of the vote, mauinly in
khe important industrial areas,
definitely indicates that alretdy
@& majority of the proletariat and
& considerable section of the lower
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middle class support them. That
thege voters gave their votes to
the revolutionary parties, rather
than ¢to the more moderate
‘democratic” or ‘“anti-fascist”
parties, must he taken as an in-
dication of the willingness of the
proletariat to support actions of
these parties which will go be-
yond a mere defensive anti-fascist
concentration:

Under these circumstances, a
coalition government will only
serve to dishearten the masses
and demoralize the revolutionary
forces. A coalition government,
whether it is called by a more

Front Government, whether or not
‘it is supported by the Commu-
nists, can only underiake ‘meas-
ures fo salvage the capitalist sys-
tem. So long as proletarian par-
ties try to rule in partnewship
with capitalist parties, or run the
government in a capitalist coun-
try, they must do it on the basis
of accepting the capitalist organ-
ization of society, and will be able
at best to carry out secondary

with such purely bourgeois tasks
as monetary reform, This was the
course of development in Ger-
many, and it led straight to the
victory of the Nazis,

For Revolution

The . proletarian parties 1n
France have received & definite
mandate from a majority of the
French proletariat for a turn to-
wa.rd a proletarian struggle for
power, for a Socialist France,
The parliamentary victory does
not represent the attalnment of
power, but it can make. possible
a further mobilization of the pro-
letariat and the lower middle
clags for the fight for Socialism
in the extra-parliamentary arena,
where the victory will be de-
cided. _

With such an orfentation the
proletarian parties would prodeed
to astrengthen the alliance between
them, looking forward to even-
tual unity, The People’s Front
would be converted into a -Work-
erg—and . Peasants Front, not|.
merely in name, but in composi-
tion and program, and would defi-
nitely orientate toward Socialism.
The proletarian parties would re-|
fuse to participate in any. gov-
ernment together with the bour-
‘geols parties, but would conduct
a campaign for a Socialist-Com-
munist government.

Such a government would im-
mediately . begin carrying out a
program of primary proletarian
reforms—sgocial legislation, dis-|
banding of the fascist organiza-
tions, formation of a workers
militia and disarming of the bour-
geoisie, establishment of control
over the armed forces, liberation
of the colonies, establishment of
control over production, national.
ization of basic industries.. The
government would have to base
itself primarily upon the workers’
mass movement, and the prole-
tarian organizations, not upon
parliament, and in turn it would
have to take measures to stimu-
iabor
movement.

The winning. of the proletarian
parties toward such an orienta-
tion i3 the immediate task of
Revolutionary Socialism in
France,
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