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REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM IN SPAIN
By HERBERT ZAM

TN preparation for the national convention of the Spamsh Social-
ist Party, which will begin June 29 in Madrid (not in Asturias,
as was first planned) a discussion has begun in the ranks of the

Party.
discussion thus far has been the
adoption by the Madrid organiza-
tion of a new Draft Program
for the Party. which will bYe
submifted to the convention, This
Draft Program shows how
determined is the furn of the
Spanish Socielists toward a revo-
lutionary position as a result of
their experiences with monarchy
and fascism on one hand and with,
republicanism on the other,

. The Draft Program begins by
stating that Sociplism cannot be
achieved by the gradual transfor-
mation of capitalist society. This
was an illusion developed during
the period of capitalist expansion,
when the workers were able to
wrest ' considerable improvements
in their conditions from the capi-
taligts.. But today this is chimeri-
cal, Capitalism is now on a de-
scending curve. If has passed from
the expanding to the contracting
ptage. This is due partly to the
industrialization of the colonies
and semi-colomial countries, thus
reducing their need for imported
goods, and partly because of tech-
nological progress which has re-
placed men by machines, creating
unemployment in gigantic propor-
tions, creating over-production and
reducing  purchasing power
throughout the world.

The Madrid
Draft Program
There can be only two ways ouf
of the crisis—fascism or Social-
ism. In essence fascism is the
suppression of bourgeois democ-
racy s0 as to make exploitation of
the working class more conven-
fent. It is’ the dictatorship of

- capitalism to .cover its losses and

avoid the final collapse at the ex-

,s«clusive cost of the enslavement of

the workers., It inevitably leads
to war in order to avoid or post-

"~ pone the soclal revolution by en-

couraging the hope of a victory
abroad.

' The other way out of the crisis
is Socialism. Bourgeois democracy
" has fulfilled its historical mission
in' some countries, and where it
hasn't, it cannot cope with the
oeapitalist forces which wish to
replace it with the totalitarian fas-
cist state. (This obviously refers
to Spain, where the bourgeols rev-
olution is in many respects, un-
completed.) The only class which
can prevent fascism is the prole-
tariat, not by merely defendng
bourgeois democracy, but by the
conquest of political power through
all available means, to achieve

7 "the Focialist revolution and” com-
plete democracy—a classless de-

MOoCracy.

During the period of transition,
the Draft Program continues, the
form of government will be the
dictatorship of the proletariat.
Dictatorship does not necessarily

mean arbitrariness and lawless|;
Bourgeois democracy is|

violence,
& legal dictatorship of the' bour-
geoisie over other classes. Work-
ing class democracy will be a legal
qdictatorship of the proletariat over
the others. It would thus be the
most perfect and most extensive
democracy in history. .Gradually
working class democracy would
convert itself into complete, or
classless democracy. The Socialist

Party will be the organ of the|

dictatorship.

The backwardness of capitalism /|

in Spaln makes it more imperative
than in . other countries for the
proletariat to conquer political
power and establish its democratic
dictatorship, eiSe there would be o
long perliod of great suifering for
the pepple. In order to guaran-
tee the success of the struggle for
Bocialism, it i3 necessary to unify
the activities of the proletariat by

uniting all the political as wel ag

The main feature of this$

.| country,

the economic organizations of the
working class and by the complete
break of the Socialist Party with
all reformist and cenl:rxst ten-
dencies.

The Draft Program cloges with
a summary of the political, eco-
nomic, financial and municipal
measures necessary for the reali-
zation of the Party’s objectives.

The Right Wing
And Its Position

This program has evoked a live-
Iy discussion. Its leading expon-
ent is Largo Caballero and its
leading opponent is Julian Bes-
teiro. Besteiro argues that the

adoption of this program would
convert the Socialist Party into a

Communist Party., Many Social-

ists are making anslogies between
the Russian and Spanish Revolu-
tions, but he denies the legitimacy

.of such an analogy. A 'revolution

in Spain would not emerge unless
hunger and misery increase, and

‘such a perspective is indefensible.

What was needed to solve the
problems at present before - the

by-day revolution, bringing about
thé socialization of the means of
production and exchange,

.Largo Caballero argues that
when there was a monarchy in the
the Socialists placed
themselves on the side of the re-
publicans, - in the hope that the
downfall of monarchy would solve
the problems of the proletariat,
Now that the immense majority of
the working masses realize that
the republic is unable to solve
their problems, they move to the
left. For the transformation of
the capitalist society- into a So-
cialist one, there is no other solu-
tion than that of the dictatorship
of the proletariat. The hew re-
gime cannot be installed peace-
fully, but with the energetic and
violent force of the working class;
not because Marx said so, or be-
cause it was so in Russia, but be-
cause it is a historical necessity.
Araquistain, speaking on behalf
of the committee which drafted
the Program, demed the charge
that the Socialist Party was -be-
ing converted to a communist one.
It is being converted into a Marx-
ist Party, and coincldes with the

‘Russian Bolsheviks because they

coincided with Marx. He-=referred
to the defeat of German Socialism,

proletariat was to realize a day- |
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Smashes lllegal
Pa. Referendum

READING, Pa,— The Pennsyl-
vania referendum, by which dele-
gates were to be instructed to
support the old guard demand for
seating in the national convention
of the Socialist Party, has been
withdrawn for lack of support.

- Local Berks County, which in-
cludes the city of Reading, had
voted unanimously at a member-
ship meeting not to participate in
‘the vote on the referendum on the
ground that it was unconstitu-
tional. Shortly afterwards, the
state office sent out notices to the
effect - that referendum *“on in-
structions to the delegates has
been cancellted.” )

The referendum would have
bound the Pennsylvania delegates
to vote as a unit, to seat the old
guard and to oppose the Declara-
tion of Principles adopted at the
Detroit conventlon. oo

Local Berks has also instructed
its delegates “not to walk out of
the ‘convention under any circum-
starices and to fulfill their obliga-
tions to Local Berks as delegates
and representafives of this Local.”
The action followed rumors that
the old guard has been attempting
to induce delegations “to take a
walk.” A motion was also passed
rejecting united fronts with Com-
munists, Democrats, Republicans
or “Social Democrats’” should such
a new party be organized, as the
old guard has announced its.in-

| tentions.

which was commanded by formid-
able theoreticians’ who had Marx-
ism on their Hps and reformism in
their hearts, - ) -

A Correction

In a previous column I made
reference to a remark by Mon-
mousseau about the need for an-
swering ‘‘cannon with canunon and
shell with shell” in his speech at
the French Trade Union Unity
Congress, The first’ meager report
of this speech gave the impression
that the reference was to France.
The Daily Worker has kindly (but
not courteously) called my atten-
tion to an error which, upon in-
vestigation, I confirm. The ref-

| erence was nof to France, but to &

hypothetical - country which had
established Socialism. If  the
Daily Worker were asg careful of
misrepresentation as the Socialist
Call, and as willing fo correct er-
rors, it reputation would be con-
siderably enhanced.
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- SUMMER RESORTS
A Delightful Hideaway RESTFARM SEDLAR
in the mountalns inviting people of MIDDLEBURG, RD. 2, N, Y. \
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HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

$15.00 PER WEEK

Coars leave dally 10:30 A, M,
Oon Fridays:

. Tolophone Beacon 73t

" CAMP NITGEDAIGET
ON THE NUDSON ... BEACON, N. Y.

- EXCELLENT FOOD . HIGH ALTITUDE

10:3¢ A, M and 7:00 P,
On Saturdays: 10:30 A.

LOTS OF FUN

$2.75 PER DAY
from 2700 Broax I351‘:1:‘!: Easb P

M. and 2:00 ¥, M.
City Office EStabrook 8-1400
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LUMEN CAMP

"ROUND TRIP § 75

TENNIN

$14 a Weok
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28 E. 12th Si.

RIVERVALE,
Opening May 30

SWIMMING
BAND AND ENTERTAINMENT EVERY SBATURDAY

COOPERATIVE

N. J.

MODERN FACILITIES

KIHOWERS

$12 for Members

Call Labor Bookshop
STuy., 9-0567






