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World Socialism
HOW NOT TO FIGHT WAR
By HERBERT ZAM

As the war danger increases the need for a clear policy to offer
the working class to fight war becomes greater. We are witnessing,

powever, increased chaos and confusion on this question, rather

than greater clarity, And nowhere is the confusion
in the Communist movement., 01"?

rather no policy is more calcu-
jated to confuse the workers than
the Communist policy. This is
of great concern to all advanced
workers, for the danger exists
that the new Communist line on
war wil serve as a'means of mo-
pilizing the workers for war, not

 ggainst it.

greater than

workers must be the very best that can
be produced, and must be distributed
iree of charge, that any bomb-proof
shelters that \are constructed shall ba
as effectively 'built for the workers ag
for the rich in the West End of Lon-
don, that gas drill shall be freed from
all ‘military control and propaganda,
and that the local Labor and Peace
moventents shall have the responsibil-
ity for ensuring the whole of these
arrangements,”

This, of course, is nothing else
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war preparations. For, from any
military standpoint, the best de-
fense against air raids is not gas
masks, ete, but a, powerful air
fleet. The best defence against
raids on the coast is a powerful
navy which can paralyze all
raids. In other words, when war
preparations. of any kind are
sanctioned by the working class,
it surrenders the fight against
militarism and against war. Pol-
litt's idea is only an entering
wedge which all completes the
new line of the Communists,

A Warxﬁng

To Columnists

What happened to my column
on the results of the French elec-
tions should be a warning to all
columnists to stay within their

. In the Communist Jewish Frei-
neit for May 19, a reader asks
the following guestion and re-
ceives the following answer from
the editor:

«2, Did Michae! Gold write in the
Hew Masses’ that in case of g war be-
tween Japan, the United States and the
Soviet Unlon, it would be the duty of
American Communists to' support the
American Government agsinst Japan?” {77 A

And the answer given is:

but objective support of war pre-

parations. The argument may be
made that these proposals are
aimed at protecting the workers
who will be innocent victims in
the war, But such an argument

assigned space., I hereby. take
the pledge.

{Ed. Note: 'I'ne rest of the col-
umn, much {o our regret, has
been dropped because it ran over
its allotted length.)
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“It such a situaticn did occur where

Japan should challenge ihe¢ United = .

states and tli¢ Soviet Unlon wlth the . London says 1eparole
war danger end Woth countiries would wport jackets ond here's

at smort a Norfelk o
yeu'd find on Syville
Rew, london, $t%.75,

pa duty-bound to help each other in
crse of an atinck on the part of Japan, .
the doty of the Americon Communists .
would naturally be to suppori the
. United States in war against Japan,
because that would mean support of the
Soviet Union against an aggressive im-
perialism.” Banade e

“3, In case-of a war between O8r-
many and France would it be an im-
perialist war only on the part of Hitler
or on both sides?” .

. The answer:

“It Hitler should attack France, it
would be, on his part, an Imperialist
_pitack, and if France would in that
situation defend itself it would be a
natural ¢ase of seif-defense, which has
nothing. to do with imperialism, because
tmperialism means the grabbing of for-
efgn land in the interests of capital-
fm at home.  If, however, Germany
shonld engage in a war with Prance
Hike /in the Ilast war, because both
couniries 'want to grab something fronr
s third, or from one anoiher, tient it
wmllg be an imperialist war.

0ld Policies
In New Shoes
Thig policy is of course not new.
1t is perhaps & little more honest
snd therefore a little more crude
a formulation than is usually
found, with the possible excep-
tion of Mike Q(lold's essays on
war, Nevertheless it is a re-
minder that it is still the Com-
nunist policy. - :
The oply difference between this
plicy and that of the social pa-
tdots in 1914 is that today the|.
Communists try to make it sound
"revolutionary,” try to portray it
38 defense of the Soviet Union, by United Stofes
ad call upon Lenin as witness. rzm‘n; Comp:ny.
| U there is anything that Lenin}f — T
tntinually emphasized it was| - <
that any war between imperial-
5t countries is an imperialist.
var, regardless of the apparent
tsuses, regardless of who is the
:'aggressor" and who the. “de-
nder”  and regardless of the
frm of government of the coun-
lies,  This is what distinguished
Lenin's policy from all chauvinist
ad pacifist ones.
‘ Of course the Comm\m:is)t policy
8 st sufﬁering from ‘internal
f;)ntradictiomg on secondary ques-
Sl(;?zs' In moést countries, for in-
. aiﬁ& the Communists stiil vote
tf St war credits, are opposed
fearmament and conseription.
8 2 hang-over from the old
’ atedog War which will be elimin-
Besiy §-the new lines take on
&d blood. . Already certain

Hgns of th
8 devel
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W}}th Pollitt

vﬁshal‘g; Pollit}, leader ¢f the Bri-
Britigy Iil;lglmsts. in the May
the dangms r Monthly discusses
tn o000 Of gas raids on Lon-
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