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MARXIST LENINIST SOCIETY
MAGAZINE VOL 2 NO 1

¥-L Soc. is composed of student members and supporters of the Communist
Party of Britain (Marxist—Leninist) and its policies are largely those of
the Party, both with relevance to the national situation and specifically
thet of students. Our standpoint is that participa*ion in Union politics
and policies ie the most important function of the Society; that the
Society is not just a talking shop, although we will be running study
sessions of Marxist-Leninist classics throughout the year as discussion
is recognised as the necessary predecessor tc action.

We will be holding regular meetings and intend to show films on China,
Albenia, etc and to have speakers on a whole renge of subjects of concern
to students, from the fight against the Industrial Relations Aet to
liberation movements, to give us 2 perspective of our struggles in relation
@ the national and international situation.

M--L Soc. is cpen to all Union members and we can be contacted through
the society pigeon holes in Falmer House.
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the situatior today

Britain in crisis.

: British capitalism is in grave crisis. Governments
talk about all sorts of economic problems like the balance of trade
gap, the world commodity boom, inflation and so forth: but as a
political expression of capitalism they have but one main purpose -

to cut workers'wages.

Wage Cuts.

The truth of the matter is that British capitalism can no
longer afford to buy labour power at what it is worth, and British
workers are too well organised to allow it to be further depreciated.
The whole profit system depends on employers being able to benefit
handsomely from the difference between what labour power produces
and what labour power costs. The employers attempts to end collective
bargaining is a reflection of their failure to force down the selling
price of labour. They have had to fall back on succesive governments
to effect wage cuts.

The Corporate State,

The Tory gévernment served its masters by a statutory
freeze, and an Industrial Relations Act to prevent organised labour
from doing anything about it. The miners crushed through the wages
block, and even more important, the engineers smashed the Industrial
Relations chaind on the unions.

The Labour Government is involved in an even more insidious
plot against the working class. Ot is trying to get us to acquiesce
to wage cuts. The Labour Party has become the major vehicle for the
advancement of the Corporate State; a state in which a phony unity
based on the so-called 'national interest' is substituted for class
struggle, so the working class's own defensive organisations become
part of the national state machinery which administers their
exploitation. Return us, says Labour - defeat the Tories and their
legislative compulsion; embrace us, embrace our social contract and
voluntarily accept a rope around your neck.

A Revolutionary Situation.

The TUC strengthening of the'social contract', 'concern'
for the lower paid, cunningly devised threshold agreements are just

- many attempts to rob workers of a right they have to defend - the

right to use their collective strength to wrest a living wage from
those who exploit them. This cannot be bestowed upon us from high -
it can only be won and maintained by our continuous struggle.

This has deepened the growing divide between the working
class and the representatives of capitalsim by they Labour Party hacks,
like minded trade union leaders or capitalists.

The collision of class forces behind the present economic
disorder is such as to represent for the ruling class the run up to
catastrophe, for the working class the begginning of a revolutionary
situation.



The forces gathering for pay battles this autumn will involve the
whole working class in sharp conflict. Their just demands are not
for the same size or a slightly larger piece of cake but are a challenge
to the capitalist system itself. That is why the state of apparent
confusion on the economic front is a revolutionary situation.

As 'The Times' response to the Ford workers strike so aptly put it;

. "The Bank of England, normally the most cautious of commentators, has

already stated that many British companies are seriously short of

money and short of profits, and this has reached the point at which

their survival is in doubt. The big clearing banks are fully stretched.

Scarcely a week passes without a major bankruptcy or an apllication for

public money to make good a shortage of profits." .
"This is reflected by a stock market which has already fallen in real

terms to the lowest level since 1940 and may at any moment break through

to the lowest level ever recorded. It represents the considered

judgement of institutional investors on the outlook of the British

economy. It also means the loss of insurance and pension money, a

loss of financial security for millions of people."(Times leader,24/9/74)

The developing struggle.

British workers are not the same as they were last time British
capitalism tried to solve a wages crisis by massively cutting workers'
wages - during the great depression. Instead of adopting tactics like
the general strike, which fought on the enemy's terms not ours, we
have adopted guerrilla tactics, a sign that we are increasingly
accepting the revolutionary strategy of Guerrilla Struggle.

As financial insolvency faces British capitalism, the Ford
workers come out on their 'stuff the social contract' pay strike,
the Daily Telegraph was not printed because of a pay dispute, 7,500
Merseyside dockers went on strike for higher pay, 2,200 Hull dockers
are starting a series of strikes for higher pay, draughtsmen at
Perkins diesel engines struck for an improved offer, clerical workers
at British Leyland went back to work after winning their claim,
Chrysler toolroom engineers have gone on strike for their pay claim.

Workers all over the country are hitting back, where it hurts
most - the bosses pockets - with minimum cost to themselves, they
are keeping the initiative, striking unexpectedly, retreating when
weak - so building forces instead of destroying them in big confrontat-
ions. Sections of the class which remained neutral in 1926, or even
sided with the bosses are now solidly part of the massive force we can
muster. =

-

The General Election.

The ideas of class compromise, of gradual change by parliamentary
means, of delegating politics to others have held us back from
revolution. Now what choice have we? If the Tories come to power
you have massive unemployment to force down wages. If Labour comes to
power you are told that if you slash your own wages e ough you may not
get massive unemployment, Is this any choice for us? There is not
even a lesser of two evils to plump for.

For us all, students, white collar workers, industrial workers
at this time of general election, the choice is not between capitalist
parties but between fighting back against the attack or not.
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To continue to fight all out class struggle at this stage means,
for us workers, that we are quite consciously setting our feet on the
road of revolutionary change. As militant and organized workers
capitalism can no longer afford us - anymore than the world at large
can afford capitalisri. We in the CPB(M-L) and M-L Soc. say:-

DON'T VOTE, ORGANISE TO SMASH CAPITALISM. Throttle the lie that it
is our job to save Britain by our voluntary restraint when they
nean saving capitalism,
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British 'Justice'

As we all know, students at the University were nearly hauled
before the courts for non-payment of rent, because they refused to
accept a rent increase. The Union and the University in a joint
letter stated that i. recognised the University's 'legal obligations'

to collect rent.

It did not point out the 'legal obligations' of those speculator
who last year collected 43% of all the money in our accomodation
account to pay the interest of their loans. The law with majestic
impartiality forbids the rich and poor alike to starve to death or
to sleep under bridges.

An example of British justice: The Lincoln Bus conductor imprisoned
in 1972 for stealing 6p. The decision of Wolverhampton
Magistrates in the same month concerning the case of a worker

who had been crushed to death when he was dragged into an unsecured

conveyer belt, The firm, Goodyears Ltd had been warned twice that
it was unsafe, and had been prosecuted the year before. The were
fined £100. :



Class War, not Sex War

In Britain today, . there is only .one arena in which Women have

indisputed equelity with men, and that is in the arena of class struggle. The
only thing that capitalism ever did for women was, in its need to exploit the
whole population, to return them to the field of social production and thus
provide them with the two means by which their emancipation can be achieved -
lg through reestablishing themselves as skilled capable workers in society,
2)through smashing capitalism in the struggle at pl:-e of work. To accomplish
these two is the only real task that faces women today. The weakness of the
position of women has been that for a long time they were largely excluded
from the sphere of social production. Men were involved early, and early they
learnt the lessons of struggle, .they. gained political wisdom and self-respect
in the defence »f their interests at the place of work.. Women were involved
later and are learning later, though not less keenly than men before them.

e Economic Position of Women

In striking, we exercise the dictatorship of our class over the
capitalist class. This is the only struggle worthy of women, who today in
Britain constitute one third of the workforce. In war-time it was found
convenient to make us workers; today they cannot do without us. Far from
i.'ng supplementary labour, we are an essential part of capitalist enterprise
and as such, can wield direct economic power. This is the only 'equal oppor-
tunity' we really have with men - the opportunity to strike against the system
where it oppresses us directly, not indirectly as housewives, not indirectly
as second class citizens, but directly as workers.

Dead-end Issues

To expect women to put their energy into pressing Parliament for nurseries
equal pay acts, and equal job oppertunities is to belittle their class under-
~tending, to ignore their real class strength. Women aren't such fools as to
seriously expect that they'll be given nurseries when they aren't even paid
enough to feed their child»en well with. They're not taken in by Mrs. Castle's
'equal pay' promises which have no truth and only one purpose- to syem the
movement to win equal pay through industrial action. They're not so short-
sighted as to demand equal job opportunity when they can see that the only

‘opportunity' men have is that of choosing which form of wage slavery they'll
go in for.

No, women have only one option if they want i~ make real gains in their
struggle for emancipation - to organise, unionise, and strike down capitalism.
Women know this and so have largely turned a deaf ear to feminist 'solutions'.
They have rejected the illusion that they can win dignity in a system that
subjects 211 to the indignity of exploitation.
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Both Sexes United in Cless Struggle

Nor have they fallen prey to man-baiting. /t this time of
heightening struggle on a2ll fronts unity between all sections of our
class is essential. It is not for women to complain that men do not
assist them, only look after their own interests. Men don't have _
anything they haven't fought for. If women have got the lowest paying
Jobs, it is not because men collaborate with menagement to preserve
their own interests, it is because women have not yet taken it upon
themselves to win equal pay through industrial action. Conversely, it
is not for men to belittle womens' struggle, for everywhere in the
world women have proved that in the face of attacks from the opposing
class they have not lacked coursge, rather, that without their efforts
no revolutionary -zdvances are possible. In China, Albania, Vietnam,
women paid for emancipation with their blood.

In the work of reeducating, remoulding attitudes - our own as
well as men's - class struggle is the only school in which this
reeducating can be truly begun. No amount of feminist literature, no
amount of radical coffee-table debate can give women the self confidence
and political experience that comes from struggle against the employer,
against the capitalist state. Only in the defence of their class interests
will women be fully mobilised, will they summon up and employ all their
capabilities and resources; only in that struggle will all the ground
for male prejudice - that women are backward, timid, unpolitical - be
pulled from beneath their feet: Men and women are comrades in arms
in a single struggle - to destroy capitalism and builg socialism, a
society that has no interets in oppressing any of its members.

)
A
)
i
=z
:E%i
£
= ’\
<
1]
A
(ST

ke

L 17 Glouc ester Road

i€ fogi 13 hina and Albania,
erxist classics; literature from Chin
pigers,-literatﬁre published by the CPBML, books
sbout thé struggle- zgainst imperialism

oy

0[ erns; A 1 l d_ﬁj ;J(’tux O.E.y y < a df.ly . dcny [= d d Y
y IL 16} ILleS l urs =! arY E (g b2)

S 2 SIS




| ESSONS FROM ABROAD

At this time of increasing successes in all the world
anti-imperialist struggles, it is important to reZember two defeats
so that we may learn from the mistakes made. They are Bangladesh
and Chile.

Especially we must learn about the rol- of the Soviet
Union and their supporters zround the world.

Bangladesh was the subject of a huge propaganda cam-
peign in Britain from the rightest reactionary to the revisionist
'Communist! Party and the 57 varieties of Trotskyists. All never
stopped praising the actions of Sheik Mujibur Rahman, a puppet of
the Indian government.

The Indian governme®Bt, not renowned for its progressive-
ness but for its cxpensionism-- its attack on China in 1962, its
recent annexation of Sikkim - was reassured in its designs by a
NEW Soviet-Indian treaty signed in 1971. In the knowledge of
: viet backin the Indi nt 1 i 1 i

%%e genu%ne aﬁ%i—West Pai?s ageﬁgifiggésigaihgigsﬁzélgng?tzhtﬁrﬁp
it into 2 'seccesionist’ movement. They created that moekery of
a guerilla army, the Mukti Bahini - a simple terrorist force.

The Indian Army then moved in to 2id this 'national
liberation' movement, and to suppress the growing communist-led
revolt. Bangladesh, thuogh announcing formal independence, had
in fact become a puppet of the Indian State. So, Pakistan is
vet another country partitioned by imperislism - this time, the
Soviet Union, attempting to encircle Chi®®, had used India to do
its dirty work. Immediately after the 'liberation' of Bangla- -
desh, the Soviet Navy sailed into Cittagong, and e 156 million
rouble 'trade pact' was announced.. That the Indian government
which has never been able to feed its own millions, should reach
-out and grab another thickly populated region is one of tle most
obscene acts in history.

' As obscene was the sUpport given to all thisby phoney
'coffee-table! marxists, who forget that any redrewing of bound-
aries by any Other method then the people themselvss will only
mean that the people have exchenged one lot of exploiters for
another - and at whet cost? :

Those who shouted so loud 3 years ago, now ignore
the plight of the Bangladesh people, who are still suffering
despite 2000 million dollars aid; they forget to report the
massive movement involving strikes and demonstrations direeted
against their 'liberators' India and Russia.

: Now they have a new campaign to shout a2bout - Chile
Solidarity. The obscenity here is even. greater, for those most
vociferous in the gaite justified condemnation of the coup in
Chile were themselves directly responsible for such an ewvent.
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The Popular Unity government was a great step forward for the
Chilean people. + It -adopted a ‘series of measures, carried out a number of
refoms which aimed at strengthening freedom and national independence,
and the independent development of the country's economy. .t dealt a heavy
blow at the local oligarchy and the US Monopolies which dominated the
country. -

Allende, an outstanding patriot and democratie fighter helped
lead the struggle for land reform, nationalisation of foreign companies to
protect Chile from US influence..

But Allende was not a revolutionary. He acted along the lines
put forwerd by the Communist Party of Chile. Taking its cue from the
Moscow revisionists, it claimed that is was possible to change to
socialism through parliementary electicns without smashing the bourgeois
power, without smeshing their srmed forces, without establishing peoples!
revolutionary power, but by negating it. They claimed that the Chilean
capitalists and foriegn monopolies had become more tolerant, moderate
and reasonsble and 'in the new eclass conditions crested by present dey
world development' they were no longer able to pass on to counter-
revolution.

Socialism was to be created for the pecple, fromabove in the
bourgenis centre of power (parliament znd the state mechinery). The
revisionists denied therefore that it Wwes necessary to mobilise the
Chilean people in armed struggle against counter-revolution.

They refused to move asgainst the old armed forces, policé or
intelligence services who were all backed by the US.

And the coup was not unexpected. Assasinations of cabinet
ministers, functionaries of the govermning perties, rank and file white
coller workers continued while the fascist lorry owners continued their
strike. In June there was an abortive coup, and at the same time CIA
plans to topple the government were discovered.

The revisionists carried on 'proving' that the 'peaceful road
to socielism' worked. In doing so, in full knowledge of 211 the forces
against them, they led the Chilean people into a faseist bloodbath. They
Gid nothing to stop it teking place. !

; The Soviet Unicn, scared stiff of a genuine revolution taking
place in Chile backed ‘the Lllende govermment to the hilt; after 211, it
was a foothold for them in the Latin American continent. And of course
all the theoretical justification for the Chile farce came from Soviet
quarters.

Today the seme people with the same politiecal theories attempt
to gain political capital by shouting how terrible it all is. At the
Same time, hgyimg no faith in the intelligence of the people, they shout
about bamming fascists from speaking. This frantic screaming should be
seen in its true perspective - an attempt to hide their complicity in
the deaths in Chile and the growth of fascism in Britain.

Qut of their own mouths. ‘
Sir Jack Cohen, boss of TESCO - "The working men hes never

earned more than it costs him to live, and never will. And this ig right."
Mr. Pitcher of Birds Eye Foods in his address to the Instlzute of
\ i 2 ou have to

Works Menagers'stucents - "As prospective works managers yo

learn how to handle people just as you have to %earn how to handle =z

fabric on a mechine or a new piece of machinery".
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KNOW YOUR ENEMY

The trizls-ofthe Red Lion Square marchers continue. Surely the
death of one person, znd the trials of.so many more would spur those
'‘1eftists' to think 2 bit more zbout what they are trying to do end
why? Ve print below extracts from a leaflet’ by the CPB(M-L) given
out at the last NUS conference: )

-

"The mair business of the Liverpool Conference was the Grants Campaign
that is what the ruling class would like to concezl. They can well
sfford the disruption of National Front meetings, and debates about
freedom of speech. What they cannot .afford and conversly what we
canno% .0 without, is a persistent, militant fight cgainst the
capitalist state in defence of our interests and higher education as

= whole. 50, to distract us from the real fight, they make a big fuss
about what is for them a harmless substitute.

But the sham horror of the capitalist pregs is designed to foster
2180 a far bigger illusion. that is that the National Front and the
Monday Club etc..are the most dangerous enemies of the working class.
How pathetic! Who can believe that any significant proportion of the
woriding clzss would listen to such lunatics of the fringe? Vho can
telieve that the working class would not fi:tten them, as they did
Mosley if they ever became bothersome? Certainly the ruling classes
do not believe it. '

When Labour and Conservetive Parties are persistantly attacking
our class through their laws, their courts, their police and their
army: wherthe TUC enters into 2 "social contract™ with the State,
surely at such a time the fringe groups of the Right are the least
of cur prcbvlems. 5

I+ is from decaying caepitalism that fascism arises.. When the cap-
italists can no longer rule in the old way, they adopt the policies
and organisation of faselismi~ it is not a matter of individuals or
emall groups, but rather of class struggle. By r: .tricting ourselves
to attacking these small groups, We restrict ourselves to attacking
the symptcms and not the root cause of fascism. Their growth is nothing
more than a reflection of tre direction in which Britain is being led -
toward the coyporate State.

The only way to stop the ruling class, and stop them for good.
Let us £3gnc ferrfreedom of speech when our freedom sto speak is
threatened. In our colleges, let us not foster illusions about
the nature of our enemy. Our enemy is the capitalist class, its
State and its agents in the labour movement.

]
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FOUR OUT OF FIVE

Four out_of five Can't Tell Heath From a Lump of Margarine!

And now for anyone still waiting anxiously for the second coming

nf Harold Wilson. For anycne who thinks of Labsur as the 'lesser
evil', for anyone who still believes that Labour is any bhetter

than the 'wicker Tories'.

We present the Party Conference Quiz.

""ork out which comes from which Blackpool Party Conference last
year. (All quotes come from speakers for the Party executive.)

1st prize is a volume of Harold Willon's speeches.

2nd prize is 2 volumes of Harold Wilson's'speeches,

a) "the path of working out toget-
her how to create and share the
national wealth for the benefit
of all the perple.” '

b)

c) "Contr-l of inflatinn must be our qd)

overriding consideration.®
e) "Creating sufficient c-nfi-ence
between govt, workers and manage-
ment. "

g) "It is high time that the latter
day laissez faire liberal theor-
ists...recognised that the
Checquers proposals were in the
interests of the whole economy."

i) "Make the nation more prosver-
ous and give an increasing shareé
of that prosperity to the needy
and weak, "

k) "Let there be no doubt what is
at stake...It is our whole parl-
iamentary democracy, our whole
free democratic way of life.®

m) "The party has to show it cares
frr all the people, whatever,
whoever or whereever they are.”

o) "Restore the strength of Brit-

ain. N

f)

h)

1)

n)

P)

there can be no reoad to national
agrecment on national unity and

on a policy adequate for dealing
with inflation and unemployment,
except on the basis of social
justice.t

#The central nroblem is inflation.

HOffer to enployers and unions to
share fully with the govt the
benefits and obligations involved
in running the national cconomy,"
"A policy based on jungle law and
on laisscz faire has no chance
of succeeding."

"To combine in equal mecasure,
frcedom, fairness and prosperity."”

"Not only is the democratic process
on trial but democracy in the
Ur“ted Kingdom is staked on a des-
perate race between the rule of

the reason and the rule of the
gunman, "

nA party ofthe wholec people."

NGet Britain moving azain.

ANSVTFRS; a)Tory b)Labour c¢)Tory d)Labour e)Labour f)Tory g)Tory
h)Labour i)Tory j)Tory k)Tory 1)Labour m)Tory n)the late

unlamented ¥, 5. Kruschev o)Labour
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