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THE INTERNATIONAL CHARACTER OF THE OCTOBER
REVOLUTION

(On the Occasion of the Tenth Anniversary of the October Revolution)

THE October Revolution is not merely a revolution *“within na-
tional bounds.” It is, above all, a revolution of an international.
“world-embracing” order, for it denotes a radical turn in the
universal history of mankind, away from the old, capitalist world
to the new, socialist world,

Revolutions in the past usually ended in changing one group
of exploiters at the helm of the ship of state for another such
sroup. The exploiters would change, while exploitation remained.
Such was the case during the emancipatory movements of the
slaves. Such was the case during the period of the rebellions of
the serfs. Such was the case during the period of the well-known
“great” revolutions in England, France and Germany. I do not
refer to the Paris Commune which was the first glorious, heroic
and yet unsuccessful atlempt on the part of the proletariat to
turn history against capitalism. :

The October Revolution differs from these revolutions in
point of principle. It sets as its aim not the replacement of one
form of exploitation by another form of exploitation, of one group
of exploiters by amother group of exploiters, but the abolition of
all exploitation of man by man, the abolition of any and every
exploiting group, the establishment of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, the establishment of the power of the most revolutionary
class of all oppressed classes hitherto existing, t! e organization
of a new, classless, socialist society.

It is precisely.for this reason that the victory of the October
Revolution means a radical change in the history of mankind, a
radical change in the historical destinies of world capitalism, a



radical change in the movement for the emancipation of the
world proletariat, a radical change in the methods of struggle
end the forme of organization, in the everyday life and . tradi-
tions, in the culture and ideology of exploited masses through-
out the world. , _

Upon this is based the fact that the October Revolution is a
revolution of an international, universal order.

This constitutes also the root cause of that profound sympathy
which the oppressed classes of all tountries cherish for the Octo-
ber Revolution, since they regard it as a pledge of their own
deliverance, ‘ _

It would be possible to note a number of fundamental ques-
tions indicating the line along which the October Revolution ex-
ercises its influence over the development of the revolutionary
movement throughout the world.

L. The October Revolution is remarkable, first of all, for hav-
ing broken through the front of world imperialism, deposed the
imperialist bourgeoisie in one of the biggest capitalist countries
and put the socialist proletariat in power.

The class of the wage workers, the class of the driven, the
oppressed and exploited, has risen for the first time in the history
of mankind to the position of a ruling class, setting a contagious
example to the proletarians of all countries.

This means that the October Revolution has opened up a new
epoch, an epoch of proletarian rewolutions in the countries of
imperialism.

It took the tools and means of production away from the
landlords and eapitalists and turned them-into collective prop-
erty, thus opposing socialist property to bourgeois property. It
thereby exposed the lie of the capitalists that bourgeois property
is inviolable, sacred, eternal.

It has wrested the power from the bourgeoisie, deprived the
bourgeoisie of political rights, destroyed the ‘bourgeois state ma-
chinery and transferred the power to the soviets, thus opposing
the socialist rule of the soviets, as a proletarian democracy, to
bourgeois parliamentarism, as capitalist democracy. Lafargue
was right - when he stated, as far back as 1887, that the very next



day after the revolution “all former capitalists would be deprived
of the elective franchise.” By that very means the October Revo-
lution has exposed the lie of the Social-Democrats about the
possibility of a peaceful transition now to socialism through
bourgeois parliamentarism.

However, the Gctober Revolution did not, and could not, stop
there. Having destroyed the old, the bourgeois werld, it began
to build a new, a socialist world. The ten years of October Revo-
lution are yearns of comstruction of the Party, the trade umions,
the soviets, the co-.operatives, cultural organizations, transport,
industry, the Red Army. The undoubted successes of sccialism
in the U.S.S.R. on the construction front have visibly shown that
the proletariat can successfully govern the country without the
bourgeoisie and egainst the bourgeoisie, that it can successfully
build industry without the bourgeoisie and against the bourgeoi-
sie, that it can successfully guide the whole of the national econ-
omy without the bourgeoisie and against the bourgeoisie, that it
can successfully build socialism in spite of the capitalist encircle-
ment. The old “theory” to the effect that the exploited cannot do
without the exploiters, just as the head or other parts of the body
cannot get along without a stomach, is not only the idea of Mene-
nius Agrippa, the famous Roman senator of ancient history. This
“theory” is now the cornerstone of the political “philesophy” of
social-democracy in general, of the social-democratic policy of
coalition with the imperialist bourgeoisie—in particular.- This
“theory” which has acquired the character of a prejudice, now
presents one of the greatest obstacles on the path of the revolu-
tionization of the pyoletariat in the capitalist countries. One of
the most important results of the October Revolution is the fact
that it dealt that false “theory” a mortal blow.

Is there still any need to prove that such and similar results
of the October Revolution could not, and cannot, remain without
serious effect on the.revolutionary movement of the workmg class
in capitalist countries?

Such generally known facts as the progressive growth of com-
munism in the capitalist countries, the growth of the sympathy
of the proletarians of all countries with the working class of the



U.S.5.R.; finally, the influx of the workers’ delegations into the
Land of the Soviets, prove beyond a doubt that the seeds sown
by the October Revolution already begin to bear fruit.

2. The October Revolution has shaken imperialism not only
in the centres of its domination, not only in the “mother coun-
tries,” It also dealt blows at the wears of imperialism, its peri-
phery, by having undermined the domination of imperialism in
the colonial and dependent countries.

Having overthrown the landlords and the capitalists, the Octo-
ber Revolution has broken the chains of national<colonial oppres-
sion and freed from it without exception all the oppressed ma-
tions of a vast state. The proletariat canrot free itself withou!
liberating the “oppressed mations. It is a characteristic trait of
the October Revolution that it carried out these nativnal-colonial
revolutions in ihe U.S.S.R. not under the flag of mational ani-
mosities and international conflicts, but under the flag of mutual
trust and fraternal rapprochement between the workers and peas-
ants of the various nationalities in the U.S.S.R.; not in the name
of nationalism, but in the name of internatiorelism.

It is precisely because the national<colonial revolution took
place in our country under the leadership of the proletariat and
under the banner of internationalism, that the pariah nations, the
slave nations, for the first time in the history of mankind have
riscn to the position of nations which are really free and really
equal, thereby setting a contagious example to the nations of the
whole world.

This means that the October Revolution has ushered in a
new epoch, an cpoch of colonial revolutions, which are carried
out in the oppressed countries of the world in alliance with the
proletariat and under the leadership of the proletariat.

Formerly it was the “accepted idea” that from time imme-
morial the world has been divided into inferior and superior
races, into blacks and whites, that the former are incapable of
assimilating civilization and are doomed to be objects of exploi-
tation, and that the latter are the only exponents of civilization,
whose mission it is to exploit the former. Now this legend must
be regarded as shattered to pieces and rejected. One of the most
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important results of the October Revolutdon is that it Jealt that
lezend 2 mo:tal blow. having shown in practice that the liberated
uen-lluropean nations; drawn into the channel of Soviet progress.
are capable of promoting a really progressive culture and a
really progressive civilization no less than the European nations.

Formerly it was the “accepted idea™ that the only method of
liberating the oppressed nations was the method of bourgeois
nationalism. a method of nations scceding ore from the other, a
ying national

method of disuniting them, a method of intensi
animosilies between the toiling masses of various nations. Now
this legend must be regarded as disproved. One of tha most im-
portant results of the October Revolution is the fact that it dealt
that legend a mortal blow. having shown in practice the possibil-
itv and expediency of the proletarian, international metlind of Iib-
erating the oppressed nations as the only correct method, having
shown in practice the possibility and expediency of a fraternal
alliance hetween the workers end peasants of the most diverse na-
tions on the principles of volunturiness and internationalism. The
existence of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republies. which 1s the
prototype of thie future amalzamation of the toilers of all coun-
iries in g single world economy, cannot but serve as direct proof
of ihis, \

Beond question these and similar results of the October Rev-
olution could not and cannot remain without scrious cifect on the
revolutionary movement in the colonial and dependent counides.
Facts like the growth of the revolutionary movement of the
oppr(.-ss‘-cd nations. in China, in Indonesia, in India ete.. and the
growth of sympathy with the U.S.5.R. among these mations un-
doubtedly bear this out.

The era of undisturbed exploitation and oppression of the
colonies and ‘dependent countries is gone.

The era of caaneipatory revolutions in the colonies and de-
dendent countries, the era of the awakening of the proletarial in
these countries, the era of its hegemony in the revolntion. kas
begun.

3. By sowing the sceds of revolution, both in the centres of
imperialism and in its rear, by weakening the power of imperial-



ism in the “mother countries” and undermining its domination in
the colonies, the October Revolution has jeopardized the very
existence of world capitalism as a whole.

While the spontaneovs development of capitalism in the con-
ditiens of imperialism has grown over-—owing to its unevenness,
owing to the inevitability of conflicts and armed clashes, owing,
finally, to the unprecedensed imperialist slaughter—into the pro-
cess of the “decay” and the “withering away” of capitalism, the
October Revolution and the resultant secession of an enormous
country from the world system of capitalism could not but accel-
erate this process, washing away, bit by bit, the very foundations
of world imperialism.

More than that. In undermining imperialism, the October Revo-
lution concomitantly established a powerful and open base for
the world revolutionary movement, represented by the first pro-
letarian dictatorship, a base which it never had before and on
which it can now rely. It created that powerful and open centre
of the world revolutionary movement which it never possessed
before and around which it now can rally and organize a united
revolutionary front of the proletarians and of the oppressed na-
tions of all countries against imperialism.

This means, first of ell. that the October Revolution inflicted
a mortal wound on world capitalism, a wound from which it will
never recover. It is precisely for this reason that capitalism will
never recover the “equilibrium,” the “stability” that it possessed
prior to October. Capitalism may become partly stabilized, it
may rationalize its production, turn over the admimistration of the.
country to fascism, hold the working class down for a while, but
it will never recover the “tranquillity,” the “assurance,” the “equi-
librium” and the “stability” that & flaunted before, for the crisis
of world capitalism has reached the stage of development where
the flames of mevolution are bound to break through, now in the
centres of imperialism, now in the periphery, reducing to naught
the capitalist patchwork and daily bringing the fall of capitalism
nearer. Exactly as we find it in the famous fable: “Puyll the
donkey’s tale out of the mire and his nose will be stuck in it,
pull out the nose and his tail will be in it.”
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