Communist Party of
Britain
(Marxist-Leninist)

*

DRAFT ACTION PROGRAMME
& ANALYSIS OF THE
STUDENT NOVEMENT




COMMUNIST PARTY OF BRTTATN (MARXIST IENINIST)

Draft Action Programme and Analysis

of the Present State of the

Student Movement in Universities in England

T: A REVOLUTIONARY ACTION PROGRAMME

IT: THE UNEVEN DEVELOFMENT OF THE STUDENT MOVEMENT:
ERRKEIFY,/PARIS/EX GLAND

ITI: TUFERIALISM AND THE UNIVERSITY

TV: CONTRADICTIONS FACED BY STUDENTS

-

TUR MISIEADERS OF THE REVOLUTTONARY STUDENT MOVEMENT

VvI: METHODS OF WORK: HOW TO FUT THE REVOLUTIONARY ACTION
TROCRAMME INTO FRACTICE




0

A REVOLUTIOMARY ACTION FROGRAMME FOR THE STUDENT MOVEMENT: TOWARDS
WORKER-STUDENT UNITY  AGAINST CAFITALISM & IMPERTALISM FOR SOCIALISM

Presmble:

1)

3)

)

5)

6)

our student movement remains almost completely jsolated from the working cless
and working people, it is itself only a very gmall end transient fraction of
the population. It can accomplish only minor reforms without a revolutionary
change in society end this we are unable to achieve by ocurselves,

What is the alternative to an isolated and unallied student movement? If the
interest of the movement is fighting to destroy the source and cause of what we
all come against in the university - imperialism = then we must establish unity
under its direction with the olass which is the most wvictimised and exploited by
capitalism, and at the same time by virtue of its historic role, size, organ-
isation and position at the point of production will be capable of overthrowing
it and seizing state power: the working class.

Because as students we come Ffrom and in most cases remain members of inter-
mediate strata, it is a precondition for worker student unity that our revolt
against capitalism and imperialism be from a proletarian standpoint - not an
attempt by a stratum that is both privileged and victimized by imperialism to
(with revolutionary rhetoric in a syndicalist way) increase its area of privilege
and irresponsibility, both materially and oulturally.

We must not call upon the workers to make a revolution to increase the sphere

of our privilege! This means, in fighting against the imperialist university
and for our particular just needs, that we strive to remould ourselves, to
develop the progressive aspect of the contradicticn we face as members of the
petty-bourgeoisie, identify our future jnterests with that of the proletariat.
This means placing our movement within that of the vanguard of the 1 revolutionary
working class, With its party.

As revolutionary sccialist students, our maximum goal is the overthrow of
capitalism and imperialism by all means necessary: the seizure of state power
by the working class and its party to eatablish the democratic dictatorship of
the proletariat in all spheres, including science and culture, to transform
society through socialism to Communism,

The educational system will be in all weys transformed by & cultural revolution
under conditions of the dictatorship of the proletariat to serve the people under
the direction of the working class and its party aided by revolutionary students
and staff: "Rducation must serve proletarian polities so as to enable everyone
who receives an education to develop morally, intellectually and physicelly and
become a worker with both socialist consciousness and culture®. Mag

We must relate our long term goal to our specific struggles. Based upon
cbjective anti-imperialist demands, We must expose the university asz an imperial=-
ist institution in all its aspects, and attack the concrete manifestations of
thie which we come up against every day. In this way we will start to educate

a large number of students, draw some of these into political activity or clarify
and raise the level of existing political sctivity, and develop a few students

( perhaps five or so each year per base area) who will become proletarian cadre
and act as a vanguard. By means of struggles against the common enemy We can
begin to create indirect or potential worker student unity which can then be
extended to direct worker student unity.




7) Action Programme:

Attack the Universities' Blatant Links with Cepitalism & Imperialism

(1) No director of an imperialist corporation (e.gs Shawcross/Shell) shall
sarve as a university official or govenor.

(2) TNo imperialist corporation or banks (especially those with links with Scuth
Africa, Biafra, Vietnam or Zimbabwe) cen interview or recruit at the university.
Nor any representative of the military or police,

(3) No grants from corporations, or from imperialist foundations (e.8., Ford,
Rockefeller), or from the U.S. or British military and related departments cen
be accepted by the college or university.

(4) No racialist or imperialist spokesman shall speak at the university without
opposition, The university must not confer honorary degrees upon racialiats
and imperialists,

Attack the Effect for Students and Steff of the University being 2n
Imperialist Institubion

(1) There must be no direct or indirect (i.e. "goademic") diserimination
against or victimization of revolutionary scclalist or progresaive students,
teachers or staff., To ensure this, all student files and all university
correspondence with its sources of finance must be open for inaspection,

(2) There must be no regulation of the form or content of progressive political
activity by internal disciplinary committees: they must be abolished,

(The following two demands only scquire revolutionary significance in context
of the Action Frogramme as a whole, )

(3) An end to specialist and elitist modes of teaching, to bureaucratic

educational procedurss and methods of selection, to competitive forms of grading
and assessnent, as they only serve the needs of the job recruiter and capitalist
state (the degree as index of career potential and ability to serve imperialism).

(&) To expose the extent to which the university is an imperialist institution:
we demand courses taught by revolutionary workers, teachers end students from a
proletarian standpoint that exposes bourgeois ideology, that relate to and are
integrated with the realities of class struggle in England and the world, We
will in the lecture halls attack the bourgeois line in education.

(a) A general educational campaign on working class and national
liberation struggles against capitalism and imperialism throughout
the world, on the proletarian cultural revelution.in China and the
construction of socialism in the world - presented not from the point
of view of the bourgeoisie, but from that of the people engaged in
revolutionary struggle.

(b) Courses on working class history taught by trade union militants
from a proletarian perspective.

(c¢) Courses that from the point of view of dialectical and historical
materialism expose the forms of bourgeols thought in the sciences,
social sciences and in the arts (idealism, mystificationm, empiricism),

(d4) Courses that criticise and expose the bourgeois line in literature;
E.8., courses that relate the study of content and form of literature
to the social context and the writer's class contradictions, that
criticize reactionary content in literature, that feature literature
and art that gives a true concrete representation of reality in terms
of its historical revolutionary development and thus contributes to




the ideological transformation and sducation of the reader in the
apirit of socialism and the class strugglse.

Attack the University 8s s Recialist and Capitalist Bxploiter of the

i o

:ﬁarlcin_sc Class _ﬁnui "{!'_orki%fﬁ_@_cgla

(1) Fight for an immediate increase in wages for all manual and clerical
workers employed and paid by the students' union.

(2) Support for better working conditions, job security and pay increases for
university manual and clerical workers. A better deal for instructors - in
conjunction with a reduction in differentials between intellectual and manual
univerasity employees.

(3) Investigate and expose the universities jnternal racialist policies (such
as racialist lodgings buresux), and the universities’ role as landlord in the
community.

(4) No "jevelopmental-programme” or military research which can be used to
exploit the people in the neo-colonial countries, no "urban-redevelopment”,
"personnel management” or “business atudies" courses that will be used to exploit
the working class, no studies such as the sussex Social Science Research Council
study in how to contain the student movement.

(5) Preferential admission for working class students: expose the bourgesocis
slogan "maintain academic gtandards”,

(6) Abolition of inequality between different types of institutions of higher
education, Better libraries, language labs and sports facilities to be made
available to the working class as a whole.

Q_jﬁ?_ﬂ Tfm-ker-—stpg_s_s_n_'i; Unitz

(1) Participation in meetings and demonstrations in support of National
Liberation Struggles in Vietnam, Palestine, Biafra, Indonesia, ete.

(2) Support for working class demonstrations and activity against the capitalist
anti-trade union White Paper.

(3) 8trike support - join picket lines, raise money in the university, leaflet
in workers' areas to gather support.

(L) Support for tenants' struggles and anti-racialist activities.
(5) Students should be encouraged to take factory jobs whenever possible ( when

they will not be forcing down workers wages) - not with the intention of tell-
ing workers anything but to learn from them,

For worker-student unity against the common enemy: monopoly papitalism and
its corporate statel

For Workers State Power in all spheres: cultural, political, economic;
for the Democratic Dictatorship of the Proletariat!

For Scclalism and Coamunism!




II: THE UKEVEN DEVELOPMENT OF THE STUDENT MOVEMENT: EERKELE7/PARTS/ENGTAND

8)

9)

12)

13)

We are living in a time of' intense imperialist crisis. Seemingly far away or
abstract matters, such as national liberation struggles, competition for world
markets, the fluctuating price of gold and devaluation, quickly result in mini-
budgets, rising taxes and council rents, sharp wage freezes by dictat of the
Prices and Incomes Board. Faced with a falling rate of prefit at home, British
imperialism has failed to compete with other imperialist powers ("export drive")
for markets and cheap labour. In this period of crisis they have been forced
to put on the screws at home - university disciplinary regulations, the anti=-
trade union white paper, the injunctions against Ford strikers and LSE students,
aim to stop strife that is class struggle against the capitalist ruling class
and their coperato state.

However, a "revolutionary mass movement of students" has not yet really developed
in English univeraities. This topic deserves attention because locking at Paris
or Berkeley through a rose colcured telescope many students have come to yearn
for an instant mass movement, an instant insurrection. Not ancugh attention

has been paid to the different class situation of 3nglish university students,
and to objective political and economic factors which condition the develop-
ment of student movements,

"fhen one goes to a unit to get to lmow the situation there, one must becoms
acquainted with the whole process of the movement - its inception, its develop-
ment and its present state, how the masses have acted and how the leadership has
acted, what contradictions and struggles have emerged and what changes have
occurred in these contradictions, and what progress people have made in their
knowledge - so as to find out its laws." (Mao)

Pirst we mist maintain a historical perspective on the student movement, which
is a product of the crisis of monopeoly capitalism. It is true that the student
novement has conducted significant struggles in England, that today students
come from more diverse social strata and are gathered together in large social
units. Tt is also true that in recent years the student movement hag moved
beyond the pacificism and liberalism of the disarmament movement to opposition
to imperialism and pertial recognition (at least in words) of the historic role
of the working class, However, in the period preceding the oold war" - the
time of the slump, of militant trade union activity, of the anti-fascist fronts -
there were mass student struggles and examples of worker student unity: membar-
ship in Communist Youth and student crganizations in the Stalin period when

thay were progressive cften exceeded that of militant student and youth groups
today; o0ld student newspapers record student strugegles and vio timization of
students and teachers., This is something that most of us are not likely to be
congcious of.

We must also take account of the differsnt conditions that prevail today in
Franoe and the U.S.A. France has the immediate heritage of mass working class
struggle - the popular front, the resistance, constant strikes against the
fascisation and anti-working class policy of the de Gaulle regime, In the U.S,
there has been the struggle of the black working class, important and often
violent strikes that the British press seldcm reports, and the failure cf the
imperialist war in Vietnam., Many more students go on to higher education in
France, thus education is far less elitist than it is in England. At Prench
universities students have to squeeze together with 1,000 cther students in
small lecture rooms, have no personal contact with the staff, face serious
material deprivetions and often cannot get a decent job when they graduate.

In the States,unlike England, 50% of the white population goes on to higher
education - again there are real problems of superlarge classes, lack of jobs,
etc. And black students face national oppression, an extension of their
elass oppresasion.

TH France, the major issues wore Vietnam and the reactionary de Gaulle regime
and, not long ago, conascription for Algeria, the 045 machine—gunning of
Algerians in Peris and Marsailles. The student grouplseta that took the lead




in May, 1968, were in most cases formed three years before, The Narxist-
Leninist group remained secret for one year preparing a clear theoretical
perspective. By 1968 it had established a base in the Sorbomne on the basis

of an anti-imperialist line, and had set up more than 60 cells in the factories
and worked in contact with the PCFML, the Marxist-Leninist party. Mistakes
were made and recently most ML students have recognized the necessity of working
under the leadership of the FCFML.

14) The Berkeley rebellicn had been prepared for by years of struggle on political
issues such as HUAC (the House Un-American Activities Committee inveatigations},
civil rights (ghetto riots and the black working peoples' struggle), Cuba (Bay
of Pigs national alert) and Vietnam mass consoription, And even then the 196L
strike that was finally supported by 18,000 cut of 27,500 atudents was initially
begun by a sit-in by a small vanguard of only 50 students; a few weeks ago
again a correct political action by a vanguard of only 70 out of 27,500 developed
intoc a large scale month long strike against racism and in support of the black
working class community. The Cuban blockades, the failure and cost of the war
in Vietnam, the black working people's struggle, the militant strikes and expos-
ures of poverty, poor housing and wretched primary and secondary working claas
schools = all this radicalized the student movement which still, however, has a
long way to develop. To this list we should ineclude the example of the pro-
letarian cultursl revolution in Ciina, The American SDS (somewhat analagous to
RSSF) has begun to develop toward politicel maturity within these conditions,
with an influx of working class and lower middle class students f'rom the large
city universities, with Marxist-Leninist lsadsrship.

III: IMPERIALISM AND THE ENGLISH UNIVERSITY. THE UNIVERSITY I3 AN
IMFERIALIST INSTITUTION IN CRISIS :

15] "Tn the world today all culture, all literature and art belong to definite
classes and are geared to definite political lines, There is no such thing as
Education for Rducation's sake, Education that stands above classes, Education
that is detached from or is independent of politics." (ilac)

A student who has learned this has taken a gisnt step toward completing his or
her education.

16) Baucation and technology cannot be independent or detached from society, they
gerve political ends - the queation is what class shall they serve? Under
socialism the university will serve the needs of the people under comditions of
the dictatorship of the mroletariat. Under the dictatorship of the bourgecisie
the university exlsts to serve privilege, profit,exploitation and war. It does
s8o by providing people tc teke over managerial positions assisting in exploit-
ing workers corporstions and industry, medis and government, teachers who will
educate the working class to remain ignorant of their revolutionary role in the
class struggle, and by turning out cultural and scientific research that will
be used by monopoly capital and their state tc expand and maintain centrol of
their area of exploitation.

17) The university is an imperialist institution: the class domination of the
monopoly capitalists (British and American) pervades every aspect of higher
education, from admissions policy (grossly biased against the working class),
to course content (based upon boupsois idealism and empiricism, assuming the
permanent existence of moncpoly capitalism and present class society), to the
system of discipline and government,

18) In recent years, the ruling oclass and its state have found it nacessary to
increass the number of places available in higher education, and in the next
twelve years they plan to double adwissions in higher education., The corporate
state is faced with a contradiction. On one hand, it needs to produce addit-
ional technicians, managers and trained ideclogists to serve the political,




19)

20)

21)

22)

23)

cultural and industrial needs of monopoly ecapital, to renew and buy off the
petty bourgeoisie who are being increasingly squeezed to the point of coming

cut in opposition to the system and to bribe and skim off & few sons and daught-
eras of the working clesss as an example of its generosity, while the majority of
the children of the working pecple after a few years of general education have
to hire themselves out as a cheap labour force to be ruthlessly exploited.

However, because of the growing imperialist financial crisis, the dorporate
state is finding it more and more difficult to allocate significant funds to

‘maintain facilities, to equalise facilities between the bourgeois universities

and working class tech-colleges, and to pay for expansion - especially as it is
faced with developing anti-imperdalist activity in educational institutions
which displeases the big imperiasliste, This is a key contradiction!

Students _Claps Contpadiobjens

Those working class students that overcome the numercus hurdles placed in their
way face intense personal contradictions in the trendy (e.g. Sussex) or aristo-
cratic (Oxbridge) bourgeois university. They are offered a place in the lower
or middle bourgecisie upon graduating, with all the money and status this
entails - thip is graphic escape from the intense exploitation their parents

‘have faced, But in return, they pust adopt bourgeois pulture in all its forms

{social and intellectual), they risk university discipline and notations on
their record that will result in diminished vocational possibilities if they
engage in militant pelitical activity, they have to intensly compete with their
otherfellow students in examinations thaet are designed primarily as hurdles so
that only a few will qualify for the scarce elite bourgeois positions after
graduation.

Students from petty-bourgecis or bourgeois backgrounds alsc face contradictions.
They are offered a middle or high place in society by imperialism if' they
compete well, However, imperialism has made promises and aroused expectationa
that it cannot fulfill: an archaic, an utopien dream of unbridled individual
freedom of educational consumption and production; the offer of unlimited
opportunity end commanding positicns for all in the good of society that is the
best of all possible worlds., This important cause of the student revolt will
be locked at in detail in Section IV. '

The teaching material students encounter in British unjversities and oolleges
are alsc extremely reactionary and decadent. Take the sclence and engineering
universities for eixemple., Many ccurses are cpened directly according to the
needs of monopoly capital, Through its agents, monopoly capital directly links
the research work in the undversities with its industrial production and policy
of war. Aoccording to the British press, the chemical and bacteriological war-
fare research centre under the British Ministry of Defence has contracts with
many British universitiea, The United States has made much of Aritish univer-
sities in doing research work on much of the military ecuipment used in war of
aggression against Vietnam, This was ocarried out either through some big
British firms or by signing contracts with the universities directly. For
instance, in 1967 alone, the U.5. Air Force and Department of Defense purchased
from 26 British universities about £eke, Wworth of research data, ranging
from missile research to chemiecal and biological warfere research. The British
Social 3cience Research Council sponsors research ranging from how to maintain
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sccnomic control over neo-colonial countries, how to meke capitelism work better,

to & project at Sussex University on how to contain the student movement,

In imperialist society, the university serves as a recruiting centre for compan-
ies such as Shell, or Decca Radar, which mekes helicopter guidance systems for
the U,5, in Viefnam and for the South African government, or Elliot Autometion
which is the largest British producer for the U.3. in Vietnam.

Imperialism contrels the university through direct grants by corporations,
research grants from the U.8, Department of Defenee, the Bocial Science Research




Counecil and the imperialist Ford and Rockelller Foundaticns., Rockefeller is
Chase Manhatten Bank which has cornections with one of South Africa's biggest
banks; after the U.S. invasion of the Congo and murder of Lumumba, one of the
Rockef'eller brothers flew in and proceeded to buy up all available mines;
Rockefeller is Standard 0il of N.J. whieh in 1961 made a profit of £390 million
and has the largest capital employment in the world; Dean Rusk, former U.S,

War Secretary of State, was once chairman of Rockeffller Foundation: "Nations
gan be converted to our way of thinking through investments", Nelson Roekefeller,

Time, 12,5.68.

Bourgaois Prngaganda in Univﬁrsitg Coursea

24) In the imperialist university, bourgeois methods and ideclogy are the order of
the day. There is a complete divoree of theery from practics, of intellectual
labour from manual labour. Students are encouraged to cempete in examinations
which are designed to test sbility for becoming a part of the ruling and exploit-
ing elite: self-interest, eareerism and me-first attitudes are encouraged.

Students ars encouraged to look dovn on those who do manual labour as less

intelligent.

25) Baucation is isolated from the needs of society, divoresd from practice and from
the realities of the working class struggle, from lsbour and from production,
Students are told to be "objective": +that is, not to commit themselves to
revolutionary ideclogy and struggle to remould themselves to the standpoint of
the proletariat, but to maintain a bourgeois-eclectie detachment, to at most
besome an armchair soceialist or a concerned radieal who maintains his "integrity"
by not joining a revolutiocnary group.

26) Lourses are taught not from the scientifie point of view of dialeétical and
fAlstoricel] materialism, but from that of bourgeois empiricism end idealism: the
permanent existence of monopoly capitalism and the class society is assumed.

In the Social Scisnces werking class history is glossed over, dot taught by
workers with revolutionary experience and a recognition of their historic class
role to overthrow capitalism; Marx is revised, “updated", and reinterpreted in
light of his very early Pre-ilarxist works; exploitation and war is seen as a
nead of Freudian human nsture, not as & result of imperialism, courses are linked
to serve the needs of capitalism: ecost-acoounting, buginess studies, personnel
menagement, how to serew your workers, ete, :

&

?n sshools of Ameriean Studies there is no mention or attack on U.S, imperialism
in ?i‘.atnam or U.3,-Russian anti<China activity, no interpretation of the black
working class struggle, other than as a national struggle, or existentialist
erisis of soul, no serious eonsideration of American working class struggles
P&St_ﬂr present, in fact, we are taught that they no longer exist and that
America is a "pluralistie" elassless society, They only thing that is wrong
according to bourgeols academics is that things are too complex and the "struc-
ture" of nertain institutions improved, ' :

I@ the fisld of literature, writers are not studied in relation to the contra-

dictions they cffen faced as members of the petty bourgecisie in a time of aeute

class struggle in their society; writers sueh as Found, Lawrence and Yeats who

:ESUl?Bﬁ.thnaa santradietions by turning to-faseism are uncritically preised for
eir ebatract form and vision of eternal supraclass human nature,

In the nﬂ%ﬂnﬁﬁa also bourgeois idﬂiagy prevails (eternal gene pools, no eausality
or objective reality) and the application of seientific knowledge for profit
and war (pharmaeeutieals, missiles) by imperalist corporations is dismissed as

IITEl?"imn‘ﬁ to aecdamic gonoerns - courses are geared to ecommodity production and
the military needs of imperialism, j .

27) ?hﬁn 8tudents at Sussex and other universities have challenged the bourgeois
ine in edueation in their eourses they have had this noted on their files and
have bean thrnstensd with aradamis repricala, .




Who Rules the University: IMPERTALISTS AND ROSSES

28)

29)

50)

32)

British menopoly capital not only controls education through the bourgeois
educational system and a series of threats, decrees and regulations: it is
increasingly exercising outright control over the colleges and universities,
making them directly serve the interests of the moncpoly groups. For instance,
the mechanical engineering faculty of Lancaster University in Lancaster, centre
of Sritain's textile industry, is meinly financed by the Imperial Chemical
Industries, Britain's largest chemical industry group, This university also
has links with other loecal industry groups through various research items,

Scme universities have close connections with U.S8, monopoly groups. The
British monopolists have also placed their agents in important posts in the
institutions of higher learning to take direct control of the finance, admini-
stration and scientific research, According to a leaflet distributed by a
Progreasive students' organization of Sussex University, the Chancellor of the
University is also on the boards of directors of the Royel-Dutch Shell 0il
Company and the Associated Electrical Industries, two of the biggest monopoly
groups in Britain, At the same time, he is "special advisor" to the Morgan
Cuaranty Trust Company cf New York, one of the biggest U.S. moenopoly groups of
the U.3. military-industrial complex,

The so-ecalled liberal universities are really typical institutions of monopoly
capitalist society, institutions under direct control of imperialism. L3R,
for example, has been ruled for a long period by recialists and imperialists.
The present governing body of ISE includes a director of the Bank of England,
and a chairman of Barclay's Bank which last year reaped a 257 increase in
profit out of the people of the neo-colonial countries and the British working
people (15/- in the £ of council house rent goes to the bankers)., The Court
of Govenors contains or recently contained the chairman of I.C.I., Unilever
and B,P, The Director, Walter Adams, was, of course, imported from Rhodesia.

When the imperialist govenors of ISE were faced with student-staff opposition
to the war in Vietnem, imperialist corporation recruitments, and the gates set
up to restrict militant student activity they responded by calling the police,
setting up internal diseiplinary committees, initiating victimization proceed-
ings sgainst Nick Bateson and two other left-wing lecturers. The

Labour government gave them full support - Short's "academic-thugs"
gpeech in Parliament,

Sussex University Chancellor, Lord Shawcross (former member of the post-war
our government) is & blood staimed imperialist, He is special advisor to
Morgan Bank of N,Y., one of the key financial institutions of U.S. imperialism,
exerts control of the media as a director of The Times, approves his appoint-
ment to new directorships as a member of the Takeover Board, and is a director

of Shell Transport and Trading Company: in short, one of the more important
monopoly capitalists in the world, Shell has oil interests in South Vietnam;
after the slaughter of hundreds of theusands of Indonesian Communists, the
Nasution regime returned part of the investment of the Shell Group; Shell
racently lost a £200 million investment which was nationalised by Biafra and
thus has a good deal to gain from the war of genocide currently being conducted
against Biafra with the help of the British government, which via B,P, also has
& direct stake in ths oil booty. Net profit for Shell in 1967 was £3,000 per
employee: such are the fruits of exploitation.

Ahe University as an Bxgbiter of ILabour

In addition to training students to serve imperialism, the university. as an
imperialist institution &xploits labour, just like any boss. For example, at
one university food workers and cleaners earn about £k per week basic rate for
20 hours of work with no Job security, semi-skilled women clerical workers get
4/6 an hour, porters receive £9 a week aftor deductions basic rate. Petty-
supervisors make certain clercial workers alweys loock busy, even if there is
little to do - you can't be scen reading a book; porters have to pick up all
the rubbish left on the floor after student meetings, including often after
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