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The predicted attack on British interests and civilians
came in Istanbul on 20 November killing 30 people, four of
them British, and wounding 450 people. Scotland Yard
said it was only a matter of time before people in Britain
are similarly attacked. Labour Prime Minister Blair, with

President Bush at his side,

struck a Churchillian pose,

‘“When something like this happens today, our response is
not to flinch or give way or concede one inch. We stand
absolutely firm until this job is done - done in Iraqg; done

elsewhere in the world.’ Let us be clear:
government is leading us from war to w

the British
ar, endangering

the lives of millions of people in Britain and around the

world in pursuit of selfisl

h, racist,

imperialist and

ultimately unobtainable goals. TREVOR RAYNE reports.

As US casualties in Iraq mounted and
the debacle of the occupation washed
against his White House door, Bush
announced, ‘America will never run’.
Run, no, but a brusque quick step, yes.
US and British military strategy ums
to destroy their opponents’ will to
fight. A CIA report leaked in Nov-
ember described how the occupation
forces could fail in Irag. On 11
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November the Coalition Provisional
Authority (CPA) head Paul Bremer
was hastily recalled to Washington.
Within a week he was announcing
new constitutional arrangements to
allow the US and British authorities
to hand over administrative powers
to Iragis by the end of June 2004. The
US and British governments seek to
retain smaller forces in Irag, housed

in well guarded camps, launching
targeted  forays  against  any
resistance. This would reduce US
and British casualties, As the Iraqi
resistance grows this looks a forlorn
hope. Missing is the essential
ingredient which the US and Britain
cannot provide: a legitimate Iraqi
government accepted by the Iraqi
people,

There were plenty of people and
organisations that advised the US
government on how it might
respond after the 11 September 2001
attacks: you cannot stamp out this
fire. That advice was not heeded and
the US launched its war on terror
chasing ghosts and destroying cities.
If the US ruling class was to truly
tackle the formations allied to Al
Qaida (or for that matter the
resistance in Iraq) it would have to
divest itself of its existence as an
imperialist ruling class. The war on
terror and the invasion of Iraq
conform to the strategies of the US
and British ruling classes, These
strategies are not reacting to some
external threat; they are predatory,
militaristic and racist and will
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inevitably provoke resistance under
whatever banner it proclaims itself.
With the 1991 collapse of the
Soviet Union the US ruling class
moved quickly to assert its dominant
position in the world. It intends to
control the world's oil supplies and
pipelines in order to prevent the
emergence of any potential rival for
at least 50 years. Central to this

strategy is control over Middle
Eastern oil reserves. The latest

International Energy Agency report
forecasts the Middle East producing
51 million barrels of oil a day by
2030 compared to 21 million today.
This will constitute two-thirds of the
overall increase in world oil
production. The invasion of Afgha-
nistan in 2001 was accompanioed by
the establishment of US military
bases from the Caucasus to the
borders of China. Qil routes from the
Middle East to China and Japan were
secured, Caspian Basin oil and gas
supplies brought under US and
British control, US forces occupied
Russia’s southern flank and Euro-
pean fuel sugplies were strategically
dominated by the US. With US

military spending exceeding that of
the next 20 biggest military spenders
combined the US ruling class was
keen to demonstrate that it could not
be resisted. This strategy was formu-
lated in a context of a growing crisis
for capitalist accumulation, driving
it more desperately in search of
markets and raw materials and
turning the major capitalist powers
against each other.

For the British ruling class the
alliance with the US is intended to
defend British overseas assets,
socond only to those of the US, and
defend the international status of the
City as a centre of international
finance. British government willing-
ness to commit British forces to fight
overseas is intended to raise the
position of British capitalism and
influence in the world compared to
Germany, France, Japan and other
capitalist powers. Britain also has
two of the three biggest oil com-
panies in the world (BP and Shell)
whose interests shape much foreign
policy. With huge trade imbalances
and the US current account deficit

continued on page 3
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 Welcome...

BOUGHT AND SOLD

The ancestors would tum in graves,

Those poor black folk that once
were slaves would wonder

How our souls were sold

And check our strategies.

The empire strikes back and
waves,

Tamed warriors bow on parades,

When they have done what
they've been told

They get their OBEs

Benjamin Zephaniah 2001

‘Me? | thought, OBE me? Up
yours, | thought. | get angry when
| hear that word “empire”; it
reminds me of slavery, it reminds
of thousands of years of brutality,
it reminds me of how my fore-
mothers were raped and my fore-
fathers brutalised.’

Benjamin Zephaniah writing in

The Guardian, 27 November 2003

Typically arrogant and insensi-
tive, in November 2003, Prime
Minister Blair proposed black
activist and poet Benjamin
Zephaniah for the Order of the
British Empire (OBE) in the
Queen's New Year's honours
list. Either he has not read
Zephaniah's latest poetry book
(Too black, too strong, 2001) or
this was an insulting test of the
man's integrity.

The people of the Chagos
Islands understand the ‘order’
of the British empire. These
islands, the largest of them
Diego Garcia, remain British
colonies. In April 1969, Labour
Prime Minister Harold Wilson
approved the expulsion of the
entire population from the
islands to Mauritius to make
way for a US strategic military
base. Chagossian people have
been campaigning for the right
to retum for 35 years. FRFI
spoke to a representative of
Chagossians who spent 36 days
sleeping outside the Houses of
Parliament in October awaiting
the High Court decision on a
claim for compensation. They
lost their case (page 12).

‘Independence’ for British
colonies, the removal of British
troops and colonial control of
the state, did not end thef‘ex-
ploitation and racist oppression
of ‘Empire’. Imperialism took on
new forms; setting up puppet
regimes, financial penetration,
exploitation of peoples and nat-
ural resources by multinational
corporations. Now, with the
occupation of Iraq, the distinc-
tion between old empire and
new imperialism seems to have

Benjamin Zephaniah

narrowed. Rivalries between the
imperialist nations means that a
more hands-on approach is
needed to secure healthy profits
for the west. What has devel-
oped in Iraq in response to the
occupation is an anti-imperialist
movement which refuses to
have the country privatised into
a neo-colony of US and British
capital (pages 1 and 3).

Revolutionary US academic
James Petras argues the need
for an international movement
to oppose imperialism as a sys-
tem of power, not just specific
imperial policies (the war on
Iraq) and institutions (the World
Bank). The cument anti-war
movement in the US and UK is
lead by social democrats, op-
portunists who are prepared to
dilute the anti-imperialist content
of the movement in exchange for
an alliance with ‘imperial reform-
ers’, who generally support
imperial power but oppose the
particular way or the location in
which it manifests itself (pages
8/9). This ‘coalition’ buys them
officially-endorsed platforms for
respectable public ‘dissent’. The
massive popular opposition to
the war and occupation of Iraq
has created a new political force,
but it is led by an old political
alliance of social democracy and
imperial reformers, none of
whom call for the destruction of
the Labour Party or the capitalist
system it represents.

At the heart of this alliance is
George Galloway, a Glasgow
MP recently suspended from

the Labour Party, an outspoken

critic of many Labour policies
(page 4). An irreconcilable con-
tradiction lies at the heart of
Galloway's politics. His support
for the Iraqi resistance, for the
Palestinian uprising and social-
ist Cuba and his understanding
of the roots of British imperial-
ism contradict his calls for
‘reclaiming the Labour Party' for
a return to the ‘socialist values’

of old Labour. Tell that to the
people of Diego Garcia, evicted
by a Labour Prime Minister in
the heyday of ‘socialist’ Labour!
Tell that to the Republican pris-
oners tortured in Ireland when
the same Labour government
sent in troops (page 6). Tell that
to the miners betrayed by the
Labour Party, the asylum seek-
ers victimised with Labour's
support for immigration policies
since the 1960s (page 16). We
saw Labour values back in the
1920s, when a British Labour
government was the first in the
world to use poison gas against
civilians; the Iraqi Kurds.

A real anti-imperialist and
anti-racist movement must sup-
port armed resistance and revo-
lution, from Palestine (page 7) to
Bolivia (page 11) to Nepal (page
6) and Cuba (page 10). It must
call for the destruction of the
capitalist system and its re-
placement with a society where
the means of production are
organised by the people, not
under the logic of capitalist
profit. The Labour Party, old or
new, could never do that.

‘That's the bad news Ricky,
there are more mothers crying’,
Zephaniah wrote in a poem to
Ricky Reel, a young Asian man
murdered by racists. Just two
years later in October 2003,
Zephaniah joined marchers to
Downing Street to demand an
inquiry into deaths in custody.
His cousin Mickey Powell had
been beaten and killed by Bir-
mingham police one month ear-
lier. FRFI has attended the
United Friends and Family Cam-
paign march every year, and
every year brings new families,
new grief, new campaigns for
justice. The ‘unlawful killing'
verdict on the murder of Roger
Sylvester, however, shows that
a community campaigning can
achieve results (page 5).

There is a crisis here,

I'm in trouble Ricky,

I think of you every time I'm out in
the dark,

When | see pictures of Marx, Lenin

Or Gandhi

I wonder what can we do for you,

Every time | look at Malcolm X

Clinging to my bedroom wall

I wonder what means are
necessary.

There is a lot to be angry about.
Don't just get angry, get active!
Send us your contributions -
subscribe to FRFI - join us
where politics counts, on the
streets.

website: www.rcgfrfi.easynet.co.uk

www.revolutionarycommunist.com

oppressed.

London WC1N 3XX.

Your financial support is vital and will
make a difference. Please dig deep!

Send your donations payable to Larkin
Publications to FRFI, BCM Box 5909,

FRFI fund-raising appeal

Help us raise £10,000 for new premises!

This is a crucial period in international politics. FRFI desperately needs extra office space and meet-
ing rooms to expand our campaigning work. We urgently need funding for repairs, to buy equipment
and to pay the rising rent. We have to raise £10,000 over the next four months.

FRFI reports on and supports the struggles of the oppressed resisting imperialism throughout
the world. It is the only newspaper in Britain to expose the true nature of Labour imperialism. We
salute Cuba’s struggle to build socialism. We work alongside all those who are building a new move-
ment which genuinely represents the .
interests of the working class and

Name
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EDUCATION .

Selling out -
a Labour tradition

Diane Abbolt, Labour MP for
Hackney North and Stoke
Newinglton, has defended her
decision to send her son to the
£10,000-a-year City of London
School in a variety of ways:
that it was her son's own
choice; that other black par-
ents would do the same and
many now choose to send
their children to be educated
in Jamaica. She says that the
state system lets down mid-
dle-class black boys just as
much as it fails black work-
ing-class boys and that she
has done right by her son.

As the London MP who publicly
criticised both the Prime Mini-
ster for choosing the selective
London Oratory School for his
son, and MP Harriet Harman for
choosing a grammar school,
Abbott claims that while they
seek middle-class advantage,
she is motivated by the need to
remove her son from a racist
environment. Other black Lab-
our politicians, including Paul
Boateng, have sent their chil-
dren to private schools, and for-
mer Tottenham MP Bernie
Grant said, shortly before his
death, that he regretted not
doing so. But they did not pub-
licly attack those who did. In
fact it has been a long-estab-
lished practice for Labour MPs
to buy privileged education.
One of the most expensive fee-
paying schools in the country,
North  London  Collegiate
School, had the daughters of
Hugh Gaitskell, Labour Party
leader 1955; Douglas Jay, Home
Office minister and Anthony
Greenwood, Minister for Hous-
ing, all at the same time in the
late 1950s. So much for Old
Labour!

Oh, Ms Abbott!
Bourgeois criticisms of Abbott
have mostly come from two
points of view. One is that there
are many good local secondary
schools in the Hackney area
which can show improving
exam results with dedicated
teachers and supportive par-
ents. Brian Sedgemore, MP for
Hackney South and Shoreditch,
said that by avoiding a state
school, Abbott is denying these
improvements and ‘was effec-
tively telling parents that they
had no hope of getting a good
state education for their chil-
dren anywhere in London’.
Other protests have come
from those who see the creation
of *sink’ schools being acceler-
ated by a boycatt by middle-
class parents, so that the propor-
tion of children living in
poverty (on the free meals list),
and with special needs, rises.
Since school funding now
depends largely on success in
the league tables, funding is cut
for schools with children in
most need. Critics say that when
parents of children who often
happily attend local, mixed,
comprehensive primary schools
reject local secondary schools
and choose fee-paying or selec-
tive education, their choice has
a direct impact on others.
Working-class children are stig-
matised as ‘not nice to go to
school with' in the words of Ted
Wragg professor of education

who rages against the snobbery
and prejudices directed against
the children of the poor. Added
to the disadvantages of poor
housing and low pay, he says
‘we might as well stamp
“leper”on their foreheads”.

Other educationalists say that
the deciding factor in the educa-
tional segregation of the poor
and the middle class is housing,
not the middle class opting out
of the state system. After all, less
than 10% of education in
Britain is private, although this
is concentrated in some areas.
Twenly years ago nine out of ten
families moving to social hous-
ing were headed by someone in
full-time work. Today the figure
is just one in four. State housing,
in which ethnic minorities are
disproportionately represented,
is now the last resort of very
poor families with children.

The increasing polarisation of
schools into ‘successful' and
‘failing’ schools has been accel-
erated by recruitment from areas
of concentrated social depriva-
tion which are largely poor
housing estates. By this housing
criteria, areas like Hackney
which have some of London's
most impoverished council
estates alongside streets of the
most expensive homes in the
city, should have a socially
mixed intake in local schools.
Some do and reach national
average exam results. Diane
Abbott and her son could easily
have chosen one of them. But
she claims that white teachers
in state schools are racist and
we must deduce from this that
she thinks white teachers in the
private sector are not.

Racism

Diane Abbott who is a leading
figure in the Socialist Campaign
Group within the Labour Party
and chair of the London Schools
and the Black Child Annual
Conference says she will con-
tinue to campaign to improve
the school system for black chil-
dren. She is absolutely correct
to say that African-Caribbean
children continue to be failed by
the state education system. This
year Birmingham City Council
published figures showing that
black boys are excluded from
secondary schools more than
twice as often as their white
counterparts and mixed race
children four times more often.
This in a city where 43% of the
school population comes from
minority ethnic groups and
where in the next 10 years there
will be a non-white majority in
schools. In 2001 Birmingham
GCSE exam results of five or
more A-C grades were as follows
for boys: African-Caribbean
17%, Indian 49%, white 39%,
Pakistani 31%, Bangladeshi,
27%. For girls: African-Carib-
bean 34%, Indian 65%, white
and Bangladeshi 50% and
Pakistani 42%.

Exam results in the top 10%
of schools have been improving
at nearly three times the rate of
the bottom 10%. This is the con-
text in which the authors of a
detailed study 'Educational
Inequality - Mapping Race,
Class and Gender' 2001 con-
cluded that ‘African-Caribbean

and Pakistani pupils have
drawn least benefit from the ris-
ing levels of attainment and the
gap between them and their
white peers is now bigger than 3
decade ago’. These same pupils
were at an equal level to, or in
advance of, their white peers at
primary age.

Living on the frontline of
poverty in a racist society takes
an annual toll on the health,
hopes and happiness of black
children and their parents. In-
equalities of income are com-
pounded by inequalities of
schooling, holidays, peace of
mind and all the other advan-
tages that contribute to the in-
creased ‘achievement’ that the
better-off section of the working
class and the middle class regu-
larly buys for its children.

Cash crisis
Education Secretary Charles
Clarke (Highgate School — fees
£9,000 a year), who was in
charge when the funding crisis
hit schools in the 2003 summer
holidays, has a good idea. He is
bringing in management con-
sultants KPMG to train school
heads to ‘manage their resources
effectively’. This from the man
who ‘forgot” that schools would
have to pay for merit-rise in-
creases from their budgets! The
cash crisis cost more than
20,000 job losses and the £120
million of transitional funding
for the hardest hit councils will
wipe out the next round of
merit-rise performance pay for
tens of thousands of teachers.
The main attraction of fee-
paying schools is the small class
size which Charles Clarke expe-
rienced in his own school days.
When asked what they want
from schools, working class par-
ents put a high teacher-pupil
ratio at the top of the list. With
this government managing
schools we can only expect
class sizes to rise and teachers to
leave the state sector in droves.
Abbott represents all that is
rotten in the British Labour Left.
Traditionally MPs and their
hangers-on arbitrarily pick up
good causes at home and abroad,
network with elites in business,
the arts and the universities,
appear on platforms, speak with
authority on behalf of minori-
ties, and rummage around
between the state and the private
sector for the best bargains in
services and other provisions for
themselves. They use extra-par-
liamentary campaigns and orga-
nisations for their own electoral
purposes but are tolerated by
the ruling class because their
main function is to block and
divert the righteous anger of the
poor. They seek power but when
in power say they are powerless
to make a difference because of
international business or insti-
tutional racism. Anything and
everything is shamelessly used
as an excuse for doing nothing
except having a well-paid
career. Diane Abbott should be
sent packing even though she
has just been reselected. The
political results of her hypocrisy
will be to further lower the poll
turnout in South Hackney.

Susan Davidson
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running at over $500 billion, tensions
between the US, European Union
and China are inevitably growing.
The Labour government’s attempt to
provide a bridge between the US and
EU is looking less tenable and the
alliance with the US is more exposed
as the situation of the occupation
forces in Iraq deteriorates.

The US and British ruling classes
are committing their forces for big
stakes. They cannot afford to be seen
to be defeated and turned from their
strategies without losing some of
their power over the masses of
oppressed peoples of the world and
without encouraging rival imperial-
ist ruling classes to confront them.
The costs of the war are unnerving
US and international capitalists: the
US dollar continues to decline and
foreign investment in the US has
fallen steeply. Prospects of a mass
sell off of dollars and the collapse of
the currency are now discreetly men-
tioned in the bourgeois financial
press.

Whatever its political character,
the Iragi national resistance, by
defending the sovereignty of Irag
against the occupation armies, has
joined the frontline of the struggle of
the oppressed of the world against
imperialism. The ferocity of the Iraqi
resistance has tied US forces down
and prevented the US government
proceeding with its plans for over-
throwing the governments of Syria
and Iran. Indeed, the US now wants
Iran to help it out in Iraq through the
Shi‘ite population. The resistance
has also prevented multinational cor-
porations descending to suck profits
out of Iraq.

Spreading the fires

Sections of the US and British ruling
classes are questioning the conduct
of their governments and even the
strategies for global domination. The
Bush maxim of you are either with us
or you are with the terrorists is prov-
. counter-productive and is
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spreading the fires. The Financial
Times reports findings by Control
Risks, a UK-based international secu-
rity consultancy, which says multi-
national corporations are ‘acutely
worried’ about the business conse-
quences of US foreign policy. ‘The
company’'s Risk Map 2004 report
describes US foreign policy as “the
most important single factor driving
the development of global risk.”” The
number of countries in the report’s
medium political risk category has
risen over the past year from 64 to 81.
Those countries in the medium secu-
rity risk category rose from 58 to 71.
These definitions are cautions to
international capital against invest-
ing and operating in close to half the
countries of the world.

On 5 October Israel made its first
air strikes on Syria since 1973. It did
so in the name of the war on terror.
The US government said that Syria
was on the side of terrorists and pro-
posed sanctions. President Bush
remarked, ‘We would be doing the
same thing’. France and Germany
condemned the Israeli raid. The
European Union (EU) said that it
opposed efforts to isolate Syria
through sanctions: ‘The policy of iso-
lating Syria is not the most produc-
tive,” said Chris Patten, EU commis-
sioner for external relations. The EU
wants to embrace the ‘Euro-Medi-
terranean region’ through political-
economic agreements. The British
Labour government asked all for
restraint and to act within the bounds
of international law.

Turkey is a strategic ally of the US
and Israel and has NATO’s second
largest army. On 7 October Turkey's
parliament voted to send troops to
Iraq as requested by the US govern-
ment. Two weeks previously the US
had said it would give Turkey $8.5
billion to help its International
Monetary Fund-sponsored economic
programme. Two synagogues were
blown up in Istanbul on 15 Nov-
ember, killing 24 people and injuring

146. Five days later the British con-
sulate in Istanbul and the offices of
the HSBC bank were blown up.

During the invasion, despite
announcing to the world that it
would not allow US forces to use its
territory to attack Iraq, the Saudi
Arabian government allowed US
bases to control 2,700 air sorties a
day against Iraq. 200 US combat air-
craft flew from Saudi air bases attack-
ing Iraq, (Robert Fisk, The Indepen-
dent). On 9 November over 17 people
were killed and 120 wounded by a
bomb attack on a residential com-
pound for foreign workers in Riyadh.

Iraqi resistance to occupation is
inevitable. The international health
charity Medact says approximately
9,565 civilians have been killed from
the start of the invasion in March to 20
October. Estimates of total Iraqi dead
including military casualties range
from 22,000 to 55,000. According to
the Ministry of Labour 70% of the
workforce, 12 million people, is out of
work. The CPA has put up for sale all
Iraqi state-owned industries except
for oil. US companies serving the
occupation hire Indian workers. The
World Food Programme reckons that
60% of Iraqis depend on the oil-for-
food rationing system. The CPA
intended to end this system in January
but has been forced to extend it until
June 2004.

In October the CPA passed Coali-
tion Provisional Authority Order
Number 37 reducing the highest tax
rate to be paid on any individual or
corporate income from 45% to 15%.
Over 70% of Iraq's population is
under 25 years old, their country has
seen its income levels fall from those
of Spain 25 years ago to close to those
of Bangladesh. US forces offer mul-
lahs at the mosques $2,500 for infor-
mation leading to arrests, The
London Review of Books states, ‘US
troops routinely tie up those they
detain, force them to lie on the
ground and put bags over their
heads.’ This systematic humiliation
and terrorising of the Iragi people
deserves resistance and a national
resistance movement is what the US
and British governments have now
got.

The growing resistance

Since the Vietnam War the US mili-
tary has operated on the understand-
ing that the US people will not accept
high casualties. On 21 September the
number of US troops killed in combat
in Iraq since 1 May when President
Bush declared victory was 57. By 29
October the toll had reached 116 sol-
diers’ lives, exceeding the 115 US
soldiers killed during the invasion. A
further 62 US soldiers were killed in
the first two weeks of November.
These are the US military's own fig-
ures. As of 13 November 52 British
soldiers had been killed since the
invasion began on 20 March, 19 of
them since 1 May. The number of
attacks on US troops has risen from
an average of between 10 to 25 a day
in June to 20 to 35 a day in October.

A US military study group based at
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas says the
US has 69 intelligence teams in Iraq
but they produce only 30 reports a
day; about a quarter as many as they

they do not have sufficient compe-
tent interpreters. The invasion
armies are having to fight a guerrilla
war without the prime means of bat-
tle: intelligence — they have little
idea whom they are fighting.
Resistance forces have combined
attacks on prestige and strategic tar-
gets with constant harassment of the
occupation armies. They are seeking
to isolate the US and British forces in
Iraq and disrupt their mobility, They
target all those who collaborate with
the occupation. The following are
among the major strikes:
7 August: a truck bomb outside the
Jordanian embassy kills 17 people
and injures 60.
19 August: a truck bomb outside the
UN headquarters in Baghdad kills 22
people including the special envoy.
29 August: a car bomb kills 83 people
in Najaf including the Shia cleric
Ayatollah Al Hakim.
9 October: suicide bombers kill eight
Iraqis at a Baghdad police station. A
Spanish intelligence officer is assas-
sinated in Baghdad; (there are 1,250
Spanish troops in Iraq).
12 October: two cars packed with
explosives are blown up outside a
Baghdad hotel used by the CPA; six
people are killed.
14 October: a car bomb is exploded
outside the Turkish embassy, killing
the bomber and wounding 10 people.
26 October: rockets are fired into the
Rashid hotel where US deputy
defence secretary Wolfowitz was
staying, a US colonel iskilled.
27 October: bombs kill 35 people in
Baghdad at the Red Cross and three
police stations.
2 November: 16 US soldiers are
killed when their Chinook helicopter
is shot down near Fallujah.
7 November: a US Black Hawk heli-

copter is brought down killing six
US troops.

12 November: a suicide bombing
kills 19 Italian soldiers at Nasiriya,
the largest loss of Italian soldiers’
lives in a single incident since the
Second World War; (there are 2,400
Italian troops in Iraq).

15 November: two Black Hawk heli-
copters are downed in Mosul killing
17 US soldiers, the heaviest US loss
of life in a single day during the
whole campaign.

21 November: 14 rockets are fired at
the Palestine and Sheraton hotels in
Baghdad used by foreign journalists
and overseas business contractors.
The oil ministry is also attacked.

29 November: seven Spanish mili-
tary intelligence officers killed south
of Baghdad.

Following the 27 October bombings
President Bush said they were a sign
of the progress being made by the
occupation forces and the despera-
tion of their opponents. After the
first US helicopters were brought
down on 2 November a resident said,
“This is a new lesson from the resist-
ance, a lesson to the greedy aggres-
sors. They'll never be safe until they
get out of our country.’

No one should celebrate this car-
nage, but responsibility for it lies
with the invading armies and the
governments that sent them to Iraq. It
is the right and duty of the Iraqi peo-
ple to defend their homeland and to
defend the right to govern them-
selves. How they assert this defence
is for the Iraqi people to choose. Our
job is to demand the withdrawal of
all foreign occupying forces from
Iraq and the Middle East and support
the resistance of the Iraqi people
against their occupation. |

Turmoil in Georgia:

Shevardnadze

On 23 November the former darling
of the West, President Eduard
Shevardnadze of Georgia was
forced to resign after three weeks
of mass protests against his re-
election in a rigged ballot. Tens of
thousands of demonstrators had
taken to the streets of Tbilisi and on
22 November stormed the parlia-
ment building, unopposed by the
army or police. Parliamentary
speaker Nino Burdzhanadze is now
acting president and hopes to hold
presidential and parliamentary
elections within 45 days.
Shevardnadze became well known as
the Soviet foreign minister who with
Gorbachev led the USSR to collapse
and counter-revolution. Following the
break up of the Soviet Union he
returned to his native Georgia to
become president in 1992. However
Georgia, like other former Soviet
republics, was too weak to exist inde-
pendently and became the plaything
of foreign powers. Under Shevard-
nadze Georgia became dependent on
US imperialism which provided the
country with $1bn over the last ten
years, second only to Israel in per
capita aid. Despite this, Georgia fell
into ruin as the economy collapsed,
electricity supplies frequently failed
and the country’s once famously fer-
tile agriculture declined. Where
socialism had promoted co-operation
between the different nationalities
within the country, capitalism pro-
moted conflict, Civil war broke out in
the early 1990s and Georgia disinte-
grated, as the national autonomous
regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia
effectively split from Thilisi under
warlords with the encouragement of
Russian expansionism. The pro-
Russian government of the Adjaria

should produce. There are regular
complaints from the US military that

region responded by closing its bor-

overthrown

ders with the rest of Georgiia so cutting,
off rail links to the country’s main port

Batumi. Following Washington's dec-
laration of the War on Terrorism, US
military forces arrived in Georgia and
set up base.

It is Georgia’s geographical loca-
tion in the Caucasus that is its mis-
fortune. The country finds itself in
the middle of the competition be-
tween Russian expansionism to the
north and the path of US imperial-
ism’s route into the oil-rich Caspian
Sea to the east. The US is eager to tap
into the immense Caspian oil
reserves unhindered by Russia. At
the moment oil from Baku in Azer-
baijan is exported via Russia. How-
ever, with strong US backing, British
Petroleum is planning to build an oil
pipeline from Baku via Georgia to
Ceyhan on Turkey's Mediterranean
coast, its entire route being in the US
sphere of influence.

Civil unrest is not helpful on the
route of one of imperialism’s lifelines.
For some time the US ambassador in
Tbilisi Richard Miles had been
shamelessly grooming US-trained
lawyer Mikhail Saakashvili to suc-
ceed Shevardnadze while US offi-

cials warned the former president
that his days were numbered. US
funded pollsters exposed vote-
rigging by Shevardnadze and US-sup-
ported ‘non-governmental’ organisa-
tions helped agitate for his removal.
One of Saakashvili's campaigning
points is the removal of Russiuq n}nh-
tary bases from Georgia. Imperialism
now wants to see the dispute sottled.
However it is unlikely that calm can
remain for long as the peopla’s expec-
tations of a better life will not be ful-
filled while Georgia is ;Ilupml.dm:lt ‘?“
i inlist powers that ruingd it
the imperialist p R B
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Biblical in briefs

Will the real King Herod please stand up
Exactly at the right time of year, David Blunkett,
Home Secretary, has launched the season of festive
consumplion with a reminder of the real nalure of
Imperialism, ancient and modem. In his own version
of the Massacre of the Innocents, Blunkett is
planning to snatch the children of asylum seekers
and put them Into care ‘for their own good', having
first made their parents completely destitute. ‘| am
no King Herod', says Blunkett, but we know the
truth. Blunkett is responsible for an unremitting
attack on the rights of asylum seekers, including
drastic limits on legal aid and rights of appeal, and a
tranche of authoritarian, right-wing legislation that
would put even a puppet of imperial Rome to
shame.

Biblical alter egos may become popular
amongst government ministers: Wha is the real
Pontius Pilate?

Oh, and talking of clapped-out functionaries,
Michael Howard has assumed leadership of the Tory
Party. He has had a St Paul-like vision on the Road to
Damascus and claims to have become a human
being. All the signs of enlightenment are there: in
response to Child Snatcher Blunkett's
announcements on asylum seekers, Howard
pledged to oppose ‘this despicable proposal’. In
truth, this author of the poll tax has legions of
‘despicable proposals’ up his own sleeve, but
visions never have been that reliable.

Meanwhile back at the real Palace...

In November Daily Mirror reporter Ryan Parry
managed to infiltrate Buckingham Palace as a
footman to the Queen. Apart from claiming the ease
with which he could have poisoned the royal
cornflakes, the real scoop was thal the newspaper,
which earlier in the year had claimed to lead the
anti-war press, was completely deflected from
criticism of Bush, Blair or the occupation of Irag, by
comments about Palace decor. What happened to
the ‘brave’ Mirror?

‘Tacky taste costs billions', read the Guardian
headline, referring not to the Palace but to a BBC
survey on the housing market. But the royals should
beware, their private quarters are lagging behind
the average seaside lodging house in interior
design,

It looks like the royal servants want quick
bonuses, given the poverty of their wages, their
living quarters and their instructions to walk only on
the outside of the carpets. They should take note
thal Paul Getty, who died in April, left only £1,000
each to his servants out of an estate worth more
than £200 million. Selling your story to the British
press looks like an attractive option...

Sodom and Gomorrah
...Ahere is an injunction against revealing what the
servants are saying about Prince Charles...

Revelations

Unforiunately the poor have not inherited the earth
under New Labour. A Department of Health report
published in November showed that middie class
people bengfit more from the NHS than the poor.
“Affluent achievers' from the professional classes
are 40% more likely to get a hearl bypass than
waorking class people. Poor people are 20% less
likely to get a hip replacement even ﬁyug!\ they are
more likely to need one. A similar report from the
National Union of Students showed that poor
students bear the greatest burden of debt. We can,
however, predict with 100% certainty that none of
this will have any efiect on any government policy
whatsoever.

...And the good news...

Step forward Benjamin Zephaniah, biblical by name,

this man is nobody's stooge.
Here's some of his poetry for the New Year and
Trevor Phillips:

The coconuts have got the jobs.

The race industry is a growth industry.

We despairing, they careering.

We want more peace they want more police.

The Uncle Toms are getting paid.

The race industry is a growth industry.

We say sisters and brothers don't fear.

They will do anything for the Mayor.

The caconuts have got the jobs.

The race industry is a growth industry.

They're looking for victims and poets to rent.

They represent me without my consent.

The Uncle Toms are getting paid.

The race industry is a growth industry.

Insuits they dither in fear of anarchy.

They take our sufferings and eam a salary.

Steal our souls and make their documentaries.

Inform daily on our community,

Without Black suffering they'd have no jobs.

Without our dead they'd have no office.

Without our tears they'd have no drink.

If they stopped sucking we could get justice.

The coconuts are getting paid.

Men, women and Brixton are being betrayed.
For ore see: www.benjaminzephaniah.com
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Galloway’s new
movement going nowhere

eorge Galloway has been an
outspoken critic of many
aspects of Labour govern-
ment policy, in particular, the
war on Iraq. In October he
was expelled from the Labour Party
for allegedly threatening to stand
against Labour, inciting British troops
to dely orders, inciting Arabs (o fight
British troops and for backing an anti-
war candidate in a local election.
Galloway denied all the charges and
condemned his hearing as a travesty.

Within a week of his expulsion,
George Galloway was spearheading a
new movement in alliance with sec-
tions of the Brilish left. Galloway said
he: ‘seeks to unify red, green, anti-war,
Muslims and other social constituen-
cies radicalised by the war (on Iraq) in
a referendum on Tony Blair'. The
Socialist Workers Party (SWP) spon-
sored a series of meetings around the
country to launch the new coalition
under the portentous title ‘British
Politics at the Crossroads’. Can this
new movement be, as Paul Foot of the
SWP claimed, ‘a springboard for a new
united left that can intervene effec-
tively at every level’ and what should
be the priorities for a socialist working
class movement that genuinely
opposes Labour?

George Galloway has been a long-
term supporter of socialist Cuba and of
the Palestinian people’s struggle
against Zionist occupation. At times,
Galloway has shown he understands
that at the root of all these issues is the
role of imperialism, that is, the neces-
sity for the major capitalist countries
to control ever-greater sections of the
world’s resources and markels and
their willingness to destroy anyone
who stands in their way. He recently
stated, ‘1 did support the Soviet Union
and 1 think the disappearance of the
Soviet Union is the biggest calastro-
phe of my life. If there was a Soviet
Union today, we should not be having
this conversation about plunging into
a new war in the Middle East, and the
US would nol be rampaging around
the globe’, Implicit in this statement is
the idea that only a movement built on
Opposilik impétialldiin itsell has
‘ny chancé of prevenlint further wars
such as that on Iraq.

In such a conlexl, issues like Cuba
and Palestine have to be central, for
these are key areas of resislance to
imperialism’s global drive for power.
A new movemenl! buill on these prin-
ciples would have been a real step for-
ward. Yet, in launching the new coali-
tion, Galloway made no mention of
Cuba or Palestine. Instead, he chose lo
ally himself with the SWP, a group
that has consistently attacked Cuba in

the most vicious terms and has
attached scant importance to the
Palestinian Intifada.

Election not action

So, what does the new movement aim
to achieve? Salma Yaqoob, chair of
Birmingham Stop the War and a prime
mover of the new coalition, claims
that it, ‘combines the grassroots focus
and activism of social movements
with an electoral strategy’. It appears,
however, that electioneering will be
the main activity, In particular, the
coalition has its eyes on the European
and Greater London Authority elec-
tions next June where they hope 1o
win seats through the proportional
representation system. Regaining a
public platform by winning a seat in
the European Parliament will be one
of Galloway's main objectives. Film-
maker Ken Loach, another speaker at
the inaugural meeting, spelt this out
when he said, ‘If we fail to develop
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the Labour Party?

and move into electoral politics then
we campaign, organise, supporl peo-
ple in disputes and, come the next
election, we hand them over to the
Lib. Dems’. George Monbiot, the envi-
ronmental campaigner, said, ‘The
challenge on the left is to balance loy-
alty to our beliefs with an effective
polilical force’. Which suggests he is
willing to put principle aside in order
lo maximise elecloral suctess.

The only on-the-streets activity pro-
posed at the inaugural meetings was
support for the anti-Bush demonstra-
lion in London, which had already
been organised by many of the same
people initialing the new coalition —
SWP/Slop the War, But, as with previ-
ous demonstrations they had organ-
ised, the anti-Bush demonstration
failed to focus on the underlying poli-
tics of what US and British imperial-
ism is trying 1o achieve, and that it is
not just Bush and Blair who need to be
opposed but the system they repre-
senl.

New movement or

old Labour

Opinion within the new coalilion
appears confused as Lo its precise atti-
tude to the Labour Party. George
Galloway has said: ‘Maybe the (elec-
tion) results will be cathartic within
the Labour Party itself, and help to
spark the long-heralded — and much to
be hoped for — “reclaiming” of the
party’. On another occasion he
described the idea of reclaiming
Labour as ‘not promising’. The SWP
sees the coalition ss a, ‘chance for a
powerful socialist challenge' and
‘a campaigning electoral alternative
lo New Labour’. George Monbiot
merely wanls ‘something to make
Blair frightened’,

What is clear is that no-one in the
coalition calls for the destruction of
the Labour Party and all it represents,
In place of a thorough analysis and
rejection of the Labour Party as a
whole, the coalition refers to the
Labour Party having been ‘hijacked’
by a ‘clique’ and an ‘inversion’ of ‘true
Labour values’. Monbiot even talks of:
“The Labour Party that we used to turn
to when we wanted to see some oppo-
sition to imperial wars of aggression,
erosion of labour standards, creeping

privatisation of public services and
persecution of asylum seekers’. So,
which Labour Party would that be?
The one that sent British troops into
Ireland and tortured Republican pris-
oners? The one that scabbed on the
miners, or the one that has supported
every anti-immigration act since the
196057

A reactionary movement for
the privileged

What can we make of all this?
Essentially, the new movement is an
altempt to rebuild a coalition between
sections of the middle class and the
better-off section of the working class
— the labour aristocracy. This has been
the traditional base of Labour Party
supporl. Increasingly, many of them
see their privileges being threatened
as, with the deepening econemic cri-
sis of capitalism, Labour gives priority
to the needs of the imperialist ruling
class. They either want to bring pres-
sure on the Labour Party to revert to
policies more sympathetic to their
needs or to build an electoral alterna-
tive. In either case the coalition is not
rying to build anything new. It is
another attempt lo recreale some
magic formula of the Labour left.

As recently as July 2003, George
Galloway was speaking at the launch
of another such movement, the ‘Save
Our Party’ conference, organised by
the Socialist Campaign Group of MPs.
Such ‘new movements' have huge
launches and big conferences but they
are a charade. There is no democracy;
no questioning, no open debate, no
opportunity for alternative voices to
be heard, The same political forces,
the SWP and the Labour left, put
themselves at the head and they go
nowhere, Any spark of lively opposi-
lion lo capitalism and imperialism is
snuffed out, as happened to the anti-
capitalist movement when the SWP's
‘Globalise Resistance’ took over.

At present the forces for a new
coalition of the middle class and privi-
leged working class are weak. The
backbone of the old ‘Labour Move-
menl', the trade unions, have almost
totally capitulated to collaboration
with the ruling class, Galloway and
the other organisers of the new move-
ment stress the rise of the new breed of

militant trade union leaders, the g.
called ‘awkward squad’. But they are
proving to be no more awkward thap,
their predecessors (see ‘All Mouth and
No Trousers' FRFI 174).

The coalition organisers also hape
lo capitalise on the massive middle
class opposition to the war on Iraq, But
they failed to do that at the time of the
invasion and much of that anger hag
dissipated now that the middle clags
realises the war is not leading to any
catastrophic  destruction of s
lifestyle. No other left Labour MP has
resigned in protest at Galloway's
expulsion or spoken in support of the
new coalition. Galloway said (he
coalition plans ‘to support that other
labour exile, Ken Livingstone’, Byt
Livingstone has increasingly moved
towards compromise with Blair and is
more likely to be back in the Laboyr
Party before long. As for the Green
Party, they have lotally rejected the
coalition as an SWP front; essentially
an extension of the Socialist Alliance.

Building a revolutionary
movement

The time will come when a new coali-
tion of the middle class and labour
aristocracy will be necessary. That
time will be when the deepening crisis
of capitalism prevents a Labour gov-
ernment maintaining their privileges
at an acceptable minimum leve],
However, such a coalition will not be a
working-class movement for social-
ism. On the contrary, it will play the
role that middle-class, social demo-
cratic movements have always played.
It will undermine any genuine work-
ers’ movement that arises as the crisis
of capitalism deepens. The likes of the
SWP and left Labour will play a cru-
cial role in sustaining capitalism
rather than destroying it.

The task of socialists is not to aid
such a coalition but to build a revolu-
tionary working class movement. At
its heart must be opposition to imperi-
alism and its racist ideology. It must
take up the cause of all those fighting

imperialism throughout the world,

whoether in_ the Middle East.. Asia.
Latin  Amerfca or Africa. It musrt

defend socialist Cuba. It must defend
all those seeking asylum from the rav-
ages of imperialism, whether for polit-
ical or economic reasons. It must
defend the interests of the genuine
working class in Britain, not the privi-
leged elite. It must be. a democralic
movement; a movement of action on
the streets that uses elections tactically
as a platform for ideas not as an end in
itself. Above all, arevolutionary work-
ing-class movement will need to
understand that the Labour Party is
and always has been, a party of capi-
talism and imperialism that has con-
sistently betrayed the working class. It
must break completely from the
Labour Party and the politics it repre-
sents rather than build a new move-
ment in its image.

At present the prospects of building
an anti-imperialist movement in
Britain seem very distant. But things
will change. The resistance and vic-
tory of those fighting for freedom in
the oppressed countries will limit the
options for imperialism. The crisis
will be felt more and more within the
imperialist countries themselves. As
the crisis of capitalism deepens more
and more of the working class will be
thrust deeper into poverty and faced
with the prospect of total degradation
or fighting back. More and more work-
ers will lose the privileges they have
come to expect. More and more of the
middle class will be thrust down into
the working class and will have to
decide whether to pin their hopes ona
capitalist revival or whether lo help
build a new society. Until that time
comes, it is the task of socialists to dis-
pel all illusions about ‘a return to true
Labour values' and build the founda-
tions of an anti-imperialist roevolution-
ary working-class movement in
Britain,

Jim Craven




FIGHT RACISM

fler 17 years of fran »-up,
criminalisation and cam-
paigning, Winston Silcott
has been released from
prison. It is vital that Win-
ston's story is not wrilten off as a
personal struggle to be forgotten
with his release. Tt holds important
lessons about how the state will
repress black and working class
resistance and criminalise individu-
als to intimidate the movement, and
aboul the importance of unified and
principled defence campaigns to
demand justice. The Revolutionary
Communist Group was involved with
the struggle, both for Winston and the
community, from the beginning.
On 6 October 1985, an uprising broke
out on Broadwater Farm housing estate
in Tottenham, north London, after a
mother, Cynthia Jarrett, died during a
violent police raid on her home the pre-
vious day. The uprising was one of
several to erupt in inner-city commu-
nities during that year in response
to police brutality and poverty. Only
the previous week, Cherry Groce had
been shot in the back and paralysed in
a police raid on her home in Brixton,
south London. During the uprising in
Tottenham, PC Blakelock was killed.
Winston Silcott, who was known as an
opponent of racist stop-and-search tac-
tics, was quickly lined up by the police
to take the blame for the killing.

As the ashes smouldered, the police
laid siege and occupied the estate for
two months, in riot gear, with police
dogs, helicopters and heavy surveil-
lance day in, day out. Doors were
smashed open with pickaxes, homes
raided and hundreds of people, includ-
ing young teenagers, were rounded up
for interrogation for days on end,
deprived of sleep, clothing and food,
threatened and racially and sexually
abused by police officers. Several of
those arrested were pressured into false
confessions naming Winston as guilty
of killing the police officer. By Feb-
ruary 1986, there had been 210 arrests,
but half of those resulted in no charge
atall.

Winston Silcott:

Free at las

the murder of PC Blakelock, They were

Winston Silcott, Engin Raghip and pronounced guilty by the media, before
Mark Braithwaite were charged with being convicted on fabricated evidence

in a trial condemned as unfair by Am-
nesty International. A campaign for the
release of the Tottenham Three was

established and Winston's lamily and
his friend, Delroy Lindo, set up the
Winston Silcott Defence Campaign.

Finally, in an appeal in 1991, the
Toltenham Three had  their murder
conviclions overturned and were awar-
ded compensation for wrongful impris-
onment. Winston, however, was kepl in
prison for the killing of Anthony
Smith, which he has always main-
lainad was self-defence. At the time of
the Broadwater Farm uprising, Win-
ston was on bail, awaiting trial on this
charge, clearly not considered a risk to
sociely. However, this pending court
caso was used by the racist British
media to criminalise Winston. It is un-
likely that Winston would have served
so much time for the killing of Anthony
Smith had he not been convicted for
murdering a police officer, even though
that conviction was overturned.

FRFI spoke to Winston about his
struggle and his release.

FRFI: Do you see yourrelease as a victory?
Winston Silcott: I don't see it as a vie-
tory. The only victory would have been
if they had dealt with both cases. You
can’t entangle both cases and then deal
with them as separate entities. Put it
this way, if it wasn't for the Smith case,
no way would the police have been
able to fabricate evidence against me
and get away with it. They took over a
thousand photographs on the night, no
eyewitness evidence, no forensic evi-
dence. The so-called evidence that they
used couldn’t convict someone in the
majority of countries across the world.
They were so sure they would get the
conviction, because 1 was out on bail
on the other case. And the press
behaved with typical racist hysteria.

Why should people join community
campaigns for justice?

People can make a difference. There
have been a lot of people who have had

individual victories campaigning for
things that they believe in or for what is
right, but the majority of people seem
to cave in and a lot of people give up
the fight. That’s the truth. The system
puts a lot of stumbling blocks in the
way to prevent you moving forward or
receiving justice. They know more peo-
ple give up than fight on. They wear
you down. The more people that get
involved in campaigns, the less confi-
dence for the system because it knows
that there is a positive force to be reck-
oned with. If they can isolate you as
individuals it makes their fight easier.
The whole system works together, start-
ing with the police, the police get back-
ing from the media, the criminal justice
S_VN‘IUHI, then _vlm'v-e got lmrli.llrlr!nl.
they all back each other up.

Do you have a message for prisoners?
All I say is to stay strong and if you
have a fight, be steadfast and don't
give up. What happened to me is noth-
ing new. It has heen there for a long
time and the system has the patience,
the manpower and the resources to
play people down. But if people stick
to their guns, they will get there in
the end.

Do you have a message for our readers?
Years ago I know that FRFI had prob-
lems getting the newspaper in to
prison. I ask you if you still have
problems and you say yes — so nothing
has really changed. The prison system
is always saying that it is more open
and more people-friendly, more willing
to be under scrutiny. But all you
get is certain officers, they see the
paper and are of a different political
persuasion and they take it upon them-
selves to say we are not letting this
paper in. Another reason why prison
doesn’t like FRFI is that you highlight
certain prisoners’ struggles or what
happened in certain prisons and they
are anti the paper because you are
exposing them and they don't want
prisoners knowing what is happening
in other prisons.

Finally, I would like to thank FRFI

for the support you have given me aver
the years. L

Police continue to murder and maim

Roger Sylvester

On 3 October a packed coroners’ court
at St Pancras, north London, heard the
jury foreman deliver its verdict that
Roger Sylvester, a 30-year-old black
man, had been unlawfully killed while
in police custody.

—

FRIENDS

SHARE

Roger died’. Rupert and Sheila, Roger’s
mother, have risked bankruptcy in
their fight for justice due to legal costs.
Regular readers will know the back-
ground to Roger’s death, as we have cov-
ered the case from the start. On the
evening of 11 January 1999 Roger was

March against racism and police brutality in North London

Roger’s father Rupert told FRFI: ‘We
feel pleased with the verdict, it’s been a
long and hard struggle but we finally
got the result that was what we be-
lieved all along. For four and a half
years we weren't even able to get a
death certificate’. He went on to say
‘The atmosphere in the court was often
electrifying and often family members
broke down, but now we know how

arrested outside his home in Tottenham
by eight officers and taken to St Ann’s
Hospital under the Mental Health Act.
At the hospital he was restrained in the
prone position by six cops. Roger died a
week later due to brain damage resulting
from a cardiac arrest.

The jury noted that he was held in
the same position for 20 minutes and
that no attempt was made to alter it. In

their view he was held down for too
long and they noted there was a lack of
medical attention.

The state has bent over backwards to
protect its uniformed thugs. The Metro-
politan Police Complaints Bureau be-
gan an initial investigation. Following
complaints from the family, Essex pol-
ice took over the investigation. In Oct-
ober 1999 they handed a report to the
Crown Prosecution Service (CPS). In
November 2000 the CPS announced
that no officers would be prosecuted. In
2001 the family challenged this in the
High Court but were told by Lord Chief
Justice Woolf to wait for the inquest.

The inquest verdict has forced the
state to take a step back. The eight offi-
cers have been suspended and the CPS
has announced it will review the case.

James Ashley
In a case that is unbelievable, the Chief
Constable of Sussex has had 1o travel lo
Liverpool to apologise to the family of
Jim Ashley, who was shot dead in his
bed by Sussex police in 1998. The cop
who shot him was acquitted at the Old
Bailey after the judge Mrs Justice
Rafferty ordered the jury to acquit on
the grounds that as the whale force
was incompetent an individual officer
should not take the blame. That means
a cop can break into your home in the
early hours, shoot you in your bed and
walk free,

The Ashley family is still demand-
ing a public inquiry.

Sherman Thomas
Brixton police wrongly suspected

black teenager Sherman Thomas of
stealing a moped. As Sherman stood on
the pavement an officer deliberately
drove his patrol car at him, knocking
him through a brick wall. The young
man had been offered a job as a pro-
fessional basketball player; his leg
was broken and he has been crippled.
The CPS has refused to bring criminal
charges against the officer and until
recently the Metropolitan Police re-
fused to bring disciplinary charges.
The Police Complaints Authority (PCA)
has now intervened, instructing the
Met to suspend and discipline the offi-
cer. The charge he now faces has a max-
imum penalty of 13 days' loss of pay.

The local community in Brixton
over the last couple of years has
demonstrated against police brutality,
which has obviously had an effect on
the PCA. Howaver it is outrageous that
a cop can deliberately maim an inno-
cent teenager and face such a paltry
penalty. FRFI supports the family's
calls for a full inquiry into deaths in
custody and police brutality.

Paul Yorke

On 3 November a 38-year-old black
man, Paul Yorke, died in Heathrow
police station. He had been arrested the
previous day for ‘being a prohibited
person’, having apparently been ban-
ned from entering the airport. Accord-
ing to the police, between his arrest on
the Sunday night and death in the early
hours of the Monday morning, Paul
was seen by a forensic medical exam-
iner on at least three occasions and was
deemed fit for detention. Howover, at

7am the police called an ambulance,
after he was found to have collapsed in
his cell. He was taken to Hillingdon
hospital where he was pronounced
dead.

The Police Complaints Authority
and the Directorate of Professional
Standards are investigating Paul
Yorke’s death. His sister has instructed
a solicitor to represent her at the
inquest and is trying to get to the bot-
tom of how and why Paul died.

According to the Institute of Race Re-
lations, this is the second such Heath-
row police station death. In October
1997, a 67-year-old homeless woman,
Melponieni Hagemis, who had been
sleeping rough at the airport, was also
found dead at Heathrow police station.

Mikey Powell

On 7 September, West Midlands police
deliberately ran down 38-year-old
Mikey Powell outside his home in
Lozells, Birmingham, then attacked
him with their batons, beating him to
the floor and spraying CS gas in his
face. He was taken to Thornhill Road
police station, and from there to City
Hospital where it is claimed that he
died, although relatives suspect he was
dead by the time he arrived at the
police station.

Mikey's mother had called the
police, hoping that they could help
to calm down her son who was out-
side the home in a distressed state,
having lost his keys and smashed a
window.

On 15 November 500 protesters
marched to Thornhill Road police sta-
tion, demanding justice.

Jim W