FIGHT RACISM!

IM PRIALI ST ' PLAN

Writing on the Middle East and the Caucasus in FRFI
142 (April 1998) we said, ‘the USA must use violence,
sooner rather than later, if its position as the dominant

imperial power is not to be undermined’.

Six years

later the Financial Times carries the headline ‘US asks

private groups to ease bullet shortage’.

The US

defence coniractor General Dynamics proposed a
_solutlon, ‘pulling together several small bullet suppli-
ers = including Winchester, a unit of Olin Corporation;
israel Military Industries; and Canada’s SNC Tech-
nologies - to meet the army’s gap. “We’re using so
much ammunition in Iraq there isn’t enough capacity
around” said Eric Hugel, a defence industry analyst at
Stephens Inc. “They have to go internationally”.’
(Financial Times, 27 May 2004). TREVOR RAYNE reports.

The lragi inteim government drafied
in at the end of June 1s not working
and for all the bullets fired by US and
British troops they are not winning.
The terrain that the US and British
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states have taken is not subdued and
they cannot govern it. In fact, they are
losing that terrain.

In a tape timed to coincide with the
third anniversary of 11 September,
Bin Laden’s associate Al Zawarhi
said, ‘southern and eastern Afghani-
stan have completely become an open
field for the mujahedeen...The Ameri-
cans are huddled in their trenches
refusing to confront the holy warriors
despite the holy warriors shelling,
shooting and cutting the routes around
them.” The US has lost 135 soldiers
killed in Afghanistan. Bin Laden has
not been captured. Elections sched-
uled for October are implausible with
much of Afghanistan out of govem-
ment control and reports of people
making multiple registrations to vote.

The Chairman of the US Joint
Chiefs of Staff said in early Septem-
ber that it would be months before the
US and Iraqi security forces would be
able to take back cities such as Falluja
and Ramadi. About half a dozen Iragi
cities plus Sadr City in Baghdad, with
a population of two million people,
are described as ‘no-go areas’ for the
occupation armies and interim gov-
ernment forces, They are no go areas
in the sense that Falluja and Najaf
were no-go areas in April this year:
the occupation armies could only take
them by flattening them and this is
politically unacceptable. The US and
British states will use the interim gov-
emment and the media to open the
political space to launch all-out
assaulls on these centres of resistance.

On 7 September the number of US

Al Sadr supporters protesting against an attack on the main mosque in Kufa

fatalities in action in Iraq exceeded
1,000, with the Pentagon admitting to
7,000 wounded. Many of these sol-
diers would have died from their
wounds in the Korean and Vietnam
wars through the loss of one or all of
their limbs. US troops are now being
attacked on average 60 times a day, up
20% on the average for the three
months before the ‘transfer’ to the
interim govemment. The Brookings
Institute puts the number of attacks on
foreign forces in Iraq at 400 in
February and a record 1,500 in
August. US Defence Secretary Rums-
feld said that this increase was to be
expected as the proposed January
elections for a Constituent Assembly
approached. Previously Rumsfeld had
said that the increase in attacks was to
be expected as the transfer of sover-
eignty to the interim government
approached. Rumsfeld is attempting
to conceal that the resistance is a gath-
ering force. He conceded that the
January elections may well exclude

parts of Iraq where there were ‘greater
challenges’.

The trend of US casualties in Iraq is
rising; it tripled from August 2003 to
August 2004 when 63 were killed.
The numbers of US military killed in
each month since the ‘transfer of sov-
ereignty’ in June 2004 exceeds the
number killed that month: 42 killed in
June, 54 in July and 63 in August.
British military deaths are put at 66.
British forces are strategically sta-
tioned elose to the main Iraqi oil ter-
minals. British casualties can be
expected to increase,

US estimates of the numbers of the
resistance fighters have grown from
5,000 at the end of 2003 to 20,000
taday, Numbers of US troops serving
in Iraq have increased from 115,000 to
140,000 today. US estimates of the
number of interim government forces
have fallen from 200,000 to 95,000.

As in the 1920s when the British
RAF bombed and strafed Iraqi vil-
lages, today the USAF depends on

aerial bombardment, targeting cities
and locations otherwise impenetrable
to US forces, for example Falluja,
which the US bombs almost every
day. The US claims it is killing “insur-
gents’ but Iraqis show us pictures of
dead and injured children and civil-
ians. Iraqi deaths from these attacks
run into the hundreds each week. The
use of 2,000 pound bombs and mis-
siles in densely populated areas
inevitably kills many people. The
Iraqi death toll is estimated to be
12,000 to 14,000 civilians and 7,000
to 10,000 soldiers. However, using
Jjust mainstream British press reports 1
counted close to 300 dead in the week
to 18 September. Iraq’s ministry of
health says 3,186 civilians were killed
either by US-led forces or in ‘terrorist
attacks' between 5 April 2004 and 12
September. We hear nothing of the
cancer deaths which will follow in the
aftermath of the initial US and British
assault when depleted uranium shells
were used. continued on page 3




Welcome...

‘The capitalist Eden fits my
description of hell. To destroy it
will require cooperation and
communion between our related
parts; communion between
colony and colony, nation and
nation. The common bond will be
the desire to humble the
oppressor, the need to destroy
capitalist man and his terrible,
ugly machine...[there is] the
desperate need for coordination
against Amerikan
fascism...International
coordination is the key to
defeating this thing that must
expand to live.’

George Jackson, writing from
Soledad Prison, 17 April 1970.
Jackson was murdered by a prison
guard in San Quentin prison on

21 August 1971.

Imperialism is a system. It is the
concentration of capital and its
expansion overseas. It is the
exploitation of humanity and nature
for profit. It is capitalist man's terri-
ble, ugly machine that must
expand to live. Imperialism is not a
political party, an election mani-
festo or a presidential candidate -
it is the economic system these
politicians  represent.  Electing
George Bush or John Kerry (see
page 9) or Tony Blair is electing a
representative to protect the inter-
ests of capital and clear the way for
further brutal exploitation, oppres-
sion and war. In this way, we are
connected to the homor and
destruction wreaked by the imperi-
alist system. When we resist capi-
talist man at home, we are uniting
in a common bond with the victims
of imperialism in the desire to hum-
ble the oppressor.
When the Stop the War Coalition
was rolled out in Britain, excited
social democrats exclaimed that
this movement would match the
anti-Vietnam war movement in
strength. There were many years of
bloodshed and imperialist violence
leaving millions of Vietnamese
dead before the anti-Vietnam war
movement in the US and Europe
became a significant force. We
cannot allow this to happen with
Irag. So where is the anti-war
movement today? In the US the
anti-war movement is radicalising

into an anti-imperialist movement
and is heckling the great presiden-
tial election show (see page 3). But
where is the opposition in Britain?
Where is our anger? ‘Not in my
name’ was the anti-war move-
ment’s slogan. But now the demon-
strations have stopped and the
imperialist plunder goes on...in
our name.

Every day we see this terrible,
ugly machine operating in Iraq
where the occupation force drops
2,000 pound bombs and missiles
into densely populated areas, leav-
ing piles” of civilians as twisted
corpses. Where is our anger? The
Iraqi people resist imperialist occu-
pation alone. Driven by the desire
to humble the oppressor the Iraqi
resistance fighters are now esti-
mated at 20,000 (see front page
and page 3).

Where is our anger at the mas-
sacre and humiliation of
Palestinians by the brutal Israeli
state? The public is told that the
issue is too complex to take sides
and that the blame lies equally.
Between mid-March and the end of
August this year there were no sui-
cide attacks against Israelis so this
was referred to as ‘a period of
calm’. In reality, during this ‘lull’ in
violence 436 Palestinians were
killed, 73 of them children, com-
pared to 30 Israeli deaths. Clearly,
both sides are not equal. Israel has
the third mightiest military force in
the world - Palestinians do not
even have an army to resist the ille-

gal occupation of their land. Israeli
snipers carry out death sentences
on Palestinian children for throwing
stones at bulldozers the size of
houses that come to demolish their
homes (see page 5).

Where is our anger? And where
is the support for the campaign in
solidarity with the Palestinian
Intifada? We face weekly harass-
ment from Zionist and fascist
thugs, the local council and com-
plicit police (see page 14). Where is
the Stop the War Coalition?

Imperialism is wreaking havoc
across the globe, not just in the
Middle East. In Africa, a continent
that has been bled dry by colonial-
ism and
years, capitalist man is sharpening
his claws, drawing blood from a

imperialism over 400

land rich with oil and minerals
needed for western industry and
communications (see page 10). The
result is truly terrible and ugly. A
new imgerialist race for Africa has
unleashed the dogs of war (see
page 4).

Plunder of Africa becomes
increasingly frenzied given the
resistance to imperialism in Latin
America. In Venezuela the unity of
the poor and oppressed majority
and the revolutionary vanguard of
the Bolivarian Revolution, led by
President Hugo Chavez, recorded a
historic victory. In mid-August they
roundly defeated a referendum
called by Venezuela’s vicious capi-
talist class to demand Chavez's
removal from office (see page 8).

Following the victory in Vene-
zuela, the poor and oppressed of
Bolivia took to the streets demand-
ing the nationalisation of their natu-
ral gas and petroleum resources
and an end to imperialist plunder
(see page 6).

The Latin American revolution-
aries look to socialist Cuba as a
beacon of hope. Despite increased
aggression from the US and severe
hurricane damage, Cuba continues
to strengthen the gains of the
Revolution (see page 7).

And what is there to say of
resistance to capitalism/imperial-
ism in Britain; while our prisons are
bursting with working class and
black people (see page 13), while
Asian youth suffer a 300 percent
increase in police harassment and
immigrants are branded terrorists
by a racist sensationalist press
(see page 16), while travellers and
Roma gypsies are criminalised (see
page 16), while the NHS is sold to
the highest bidder (see page 12),
and where women'’s right to chose
is under attack (see page 16)?
Where is our anger? We need to
unite with the oppressed of the
world, fighting back against capi-
talism’s ugly machine to humble
our oppressor. We need to start
today.

Don'’t just get angry, get active!
Join FRFI! Send your contribu-
tions - written and financial:

Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism
BCM Box 5909
London WC1N 3XX

website: www.rcgfrfi.easynet.co.uk
www.revolutionarycommunist.com

Zionists_
uel racism

in France

All kinds of manipulation
by politicians and the
media are being used to
stigmatise France’s Arab
and Muslim community,
preventing them from
being accepted as a part
of society.

On 9 July 2004 a young woman
claimed six Africans, including three
North Africans, had attacked her and
her 13-month-old baby girl on a
Parisian train. She claimed they took
her bag, stole the money and found an
ID Card with an address in the 16th
district of Paris on it. That part of
Paris being mainly occupied by mem-
bers of the upper class, they allegedly
branded her as Jewish. And then,
according to the so-called victim, the
nightmare began: they allegedly
abused her with anti-Semitic words,
tore up her shirt and trousers with a
knife and drew swastikas all over her
body — this in front of other passen-
gers, who did nothing. She explained
to the police how, once the train
stopped, the young men escaped, but
not without throwing her baby from
the pram onto the platform first.

It took just a few hours for this story
to generate condemnation from all
political parties and stigmatise the

Arab-Muslim community, specifically
those from North Africa. That minor-

ity was depicted as anti-Semitic, vio-
lent, alienated and a dangerous threat
to the Republic.

Many people took advantage of that
story to perpetuate the equation used
by Zionists that anti-Semitism and
anti-Zionism are the same. The
President of the Representative
Council of Jewish Organisations in
France rushed to criticize imams; the
Israeli ambassador proclaimed that
there are 1.8 million Muslim extrem-
ists in France; Julien Dray, spokes-
person for the French Socialist Party,
blamed Oumma.com. This is one of
the very few websites on which
French Muslims can express them-
selves — that is when Zionists do not
manage to overload the servers. The
Minister of Education even linked the
story to the issue of the veil!

More emphasis was put on the eth-
nic origin of the alleged perpetrators
than on the act itself - an act that obvi-
ously anyone would have condemned,
had any of it been true. Instead, it tran-
spired the young woman had mental
health problems and the story was a
figment of her imagination.

_This is not the only manipulation of
this sort that has occurred in France.

The ‘Harry Potter Affair’ was a
scandal around a Zionist organisation
that organised a showing of the movie
Harry Potter for Jewish children.
A small group of people opposed to
the ideology of the organisation
protested and were branded as anti-

~Semitic by all the French media, none

of ‘Whom explained that the money
was being raised to finance an Israeli
settlement,

- On 3 January 2004, Rabbi Gabriel

Farhi said he had been stabbed in the

: M?;“)& while inside the synagogue.

les§ to say that everybody imme-
tely Jumped to the conclusion this
5 an anti-Semitic action perpetrated
- Muslim. However, it is now
ght by the police that a right-wing
organisation carried out the
cally to incriminate the
> Muslim community,

The ‘Gagny Affair’ concerned the:
burning down of a small warehouse
next to a Jewish school. Journalists
looking for a scoop had no qualms %
about claiming it was part of the
school or calling it a classroom,
despite being perfectly aware that this =
was not true. Not a single shred of evi- &
dence supporting the theory of an anti- =
Semitic attack has ever been found, *
and investigators have only managed =
to link the fire to an insurance fraud.
Nonetheless, several politicians dir- =
ectly accused the Muslim community =
and the media used the story again and =
again. The result was that the momning

after the fire the government created
an inter-ministerial  commission
against anti-Semitism. The fact that =
the anti-Semitic character of the fire
has never been established has bes
completely ignored! :

We could also point to the pathetic %
efforts of Axel Moise, President of the 8
Zionist Federation in France, toS8
falsely accuse the Muslim community$8
of anti-Semitism by sending himself
anti-Semitic letters. He was evenfu-=8
ally charged and convicted for this. =8

The scare stories are numerous andss
are always picked up on by both the 'S
media and the politicians. For the lastS8
few months there have been many ter=58
rorist attacks on shops, restaurants and =8
houses belonging to members of thess
Arab-Muslim community of Corsica. 4
The media has not considered these 4
explosions and murders to be impor- 2
tant and no political mobilisation 2
against those racist and [slamophobic 8
attacks has ever taken place, with the %
exception of a small protest 0{1.18 :
September at which no political
group, except the Communist Parth 2
was present. ,

The MRAP (Movement against =
Racism and for Friendship berweett 2
Peoples) does not even have figures =
for the number of racist atl{lc“ g
against North Africans or Mu§hms. 1
However, we know that in Corsicd 5
much as on the continent, the “,‘“;
dence of racist attacks aga">
Muslims and Arabs is growing v
fast, especially since the events © ]
September 2001. 1

E\nti-Semilism, like any other fort 8
of racism, has to be taken serlo“s.t)i"Cn
is outrageous to witness _POIl
organisations and associations =

A X e further thet
ploiting anti-Semitism t0 - oiE
own agenda, which includes KePoe
the Arab-Muslim commllﬂl!)'ch]_
France in a state of pemlanent ex X

sion and guaranteeing S_UPPOh 0
Zionism. There is no h‘em’cfznns
racism — sither we condemn al ce, |
of racism or we don’t. In Fran®

Jbas radi
seems that we don Fralin ng(/ltf
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an isolated event, but a tragic pro-
logue, Iraq another act, and many fur-
ther struggles will be set upon this
stage before it’s over. There never has
been a time when the power of
America was s0 necessary or 0 mis-
understood.”

IMPERIALIST PLANS FALL APART

continued from page 1

The resistance
Resistance from among the Sunni
population is Ba’athist, nationalist and
Islamic. Shia resistance is led by the
cleric Mogtada Al Sadr and the Mahdi
militia. Noticeably, in August the
number of attacks on occupying
forces by Shias are thought to have
exceeded those launched by Sunnis.
During the three-week US siege of
Najaf approximately 400 civilians
were killed and 2,500 wounded. At
least 10 US soldiers were killed.
Ayatollah Sistani and other leading
clerics remained silent throughout
the three-week siege, thereby tacitly
endorsing the US and interim govern-
ment attack on Al Sadr’s forces.
Sistani and the inteim government
are supported by the middle classes,
wealthier and better-educated Iragis.
Sistani had an operation in Britain
then returmed to Irag from London,
landing in British-controlled Basra.
The Mahdi militia is supported by
poor Shia and poor Sunni alike. At the
end of August, when Al Sadr and the
militia agreed to stop fighting and
transfer control of Najaf to Sistani and
his associates, fighting flared up be-

~~ tweenthe Mahdi militia and US troops-

in Sadr City. This continues today. Al
Sadr’s tepresentatives demanded that
US forces keep out of Sadr City and
they did not.

So the resistance does have a defi-
nite class component. The Al Sadr
supporters are described as more
‘nationalist’ than Sistani and those
around the interim government. What
this means is that the poor, the work-
ing class tend towards being more
anti-imperialist than the middle class
and the bourgeoisie.

The economy

0il exports and supplies of cooking oil
and electricity are not improving.
During August attacks on oil installa-
tions left Iraq’s oil exports at their low-
est level for a year. Oil exports were
one million barrels per day in August
compared to 1.8 million barrels per day
in March and April. There are no
prospects of France, Germany, Russia
and others forgiving Iraq’s foreign debt
when there are no prospects of a com-
pensatory share of the oil revenues or a
share that is too risky. Similarly, there
are no prospects for NATO or other for-
eign troop assistance to the US and
Britain when there are no prospects of

getting a share of the oil wealth.

Faced with the dlsaster that i ,ls the

the working class and oppressed. This
may mean the resistance is insuffi-
cient and does not mobilise enough
forces to dislodge the imperialist
forces. Secondly, the relative weak-
ness of the opposition to the war in the
US and Britain. The two factors are
combined: the stronger the anti-war
movement in the US and Britain the
easier it will be for the Iragi resistance
to drive the occupation armies out.

The war has cost the US over $120
billion over the past year and the US
death toll keeps rising. However, it is
not apparently sufficient, as yet, to
provoke sustained opposition to the
war and a movement on the streets as
developed against the Vietnam War.
US military death statistics reveal that
over half of those killed since
President Bush declared Mission
Accomplished on 1 May 2003 are
aged between 18 and 24 years. Of
total US fatalities 70% are of white
people, 13% are black people, 12%
Hispanic and 2% Asian and indige-
nous Americans. There is no great dis-

proportion of black and Hispanic
fatalities in the war compared to the
composition of the total US popula-
tion, unlike in the Vietnam War.

The US army is not a conscript
army as it was in Vietnam. Then black
soldiers and returning US soldiers
were a key part of the growth of oppo-
sition to the US war in Vietnam.
However, we can expect families of
soldiers currently serving in Iraq to be
central to any growth in opposition to
the occupation war. Many of the fami-
lies of British soldiers killed in Iraq
have spoken against the war.

Any opposition to the war will be
fuelled by the worsening economic
and social conditions in the US.
President Bush has presided over the
greatest loss of US jobs since the
1930s Great Depression. In the US the
number of people pushed into poverty
was 1.3 million in 2003. The number
of people living in poverty is 36 mil-
lion; one in eight. 35 million people
are described as ‘food insecure’, that
is they are hungry and 45 million peo-

ple have no health insurance, up 1.4
million in 2003. Median annual US
income per capita has fallen by $1,511
since Bush became President.

Writing in the Financial Times
Martin Woolf states ‘Let us be blunt
about it. America is now on the com-
fortable path to ruin’ (18 August
2004). The US current account deficit
has reached an annual rate of $600 bil-
lion (over 5% of the US economy).
US foreign debt is $2.5 trillion, this
means massive transfers of US
income abroad. The US budget deficit
is also almost 5% of the economy —
and growing. It can only be reversed
by cuts in spending and more tax rev-
enue. Ultimately, US capitalism must
attack the US working class and fight
ever more ferociously to defend its
position as the world’s dominant
power. The bellicose Labour Prime
Minister Blair declared the intention
of the British government to fight the
wars to come alongside US imper-

ialism before the US Congress in July
2003. He said, ‘11 September was not

Hostages in Iraq —
liberation or
occupation?

In September kidnappers who seized
two US citizens and the British engineer
Ken Bigley, demanded the release of
Iraqi women prisoners or the hostages
would be killed.

The only women prisoners that the
coalition admitted to holding were two
women scientists who were imprisoned
for working on the Ba'athist regime’s
Wweapons programme.

The two US hostages were murdered
but on 22 September the Iraqgi interim
government Justice Minister said there
were plans to release one of the women
prisoners held in US custody. The
interim government's national security
adviser said both women would be
released for lack of evidence against
them.

The hostage crisis worsened as the
US quickly countermanded the Iragis,
stating that the women were under their
control — despite the fact that all prison-
ers of war should have been either
released or handed over to Iragi control
as charged criminals. The US said they
definitely would not be released and in
less than 24 hours the Iragi interim gov-
emment had changed its mind. So much
for liberation.

\ As we go to press the ordeal for Ken

Bigley and his family continues.

US anti-war movement

at the

The US anti-war movement is cur-
rently facing a serious test with the
build-up to the presidential elec-
tions in November. The main test
will be in its ability to maintain an
anti-imperialist standpoint and thus
a principled position in regard to
the elections. September saw a week
of protest centred around the ruling
Republican Party’s National Con-
vention (RNC) in New York. An
examination of the forces involved
is necessary to measure their effec-
tiveness in building a genuine move-
ment against imperialism.
New York has a history of militant
protests. In 1964 Harlem was the
scene of the first post-1945 mass
urban uprising against racism and
police repression. 40 years on, the
RNC began on 26 August and marked
 the beginning of a week that would
e dozens of different protests. On
August 1

crossroads

.S. OUT'
Froe Paolestine!
~,

San Francisco anti-war demonstration

protest outside the Labour Party Con-
ference in Manchester followed a
route devised by the police and the
destination was half a mile away From
the conference!

: On ﬂw mght of 29 August activists
to confront Republican
: ing on Broadway were
e lice. Those : arrested

state tactics just as they cheered on US
apgression in Iraq. $75million was
spent on one week’s ‘security’. 30,000
police were deployed and advanced
weaponry and crowd control tech-
niques used. By 1 September 1,460
people had been arrested (official fig-
ures) but the fact that demonstrations
continued all week is a defeat for the

- government. The Conference itself
- was heavily guarded but despite this it

‘was infiltrated twice by protesters
“who managed to get within 15 feet of

antl-war movement between
imperialist wing, led by ANS-
and liberal reformists, United
| Justice (UFPJ). The lat-
“has pledged support for the idea of
coalition in Iraq, places
“emphasis on the number
Idiers killed than Iragis, and
ted to prevent the issue of

Palestine being raised at a number of
demonstrations. The UFPJ is also lean-
ing towards the opportunistic ‘Anyone
but Bush’ camp in the coming election.

The ANSWER Coalition, unlike its

British counterpart, the Stop the War
Coalition, has maintained a principled
anti-imperialist standpoint. It was
formed after 11 September when other
groups had refused to continue with
previously-planned  demonstrations.
The fact that ANSWER has broad
support from the most oppressed sec-
tions of US society, including the
Arab-American community, and that
it has fought successfully to prevent
support for the Intifada being side-
lined, is indicative of the Coalition’s
strength. Its current slogan is ‘frag,
Haiti, Afghanistan, Korea, Phil-
ippines, Colombia, Cuba... US OUT!
FREE PALESTINE! and it maintains
a stance against both the Republicans
and Kerry’s Democrats in the presi-
dential election.

The future of the US anti-war
movement is at stake unless this anti-
imperialist position is maintained.
Planned demonstrations include a
two-day march for immigrant and
labour rights in Los Angeles and
Washington on 16 and 17 October
called by Latino Movement USA and
supported by ANSWER. ANSWER
has organised a big protest for 20
January in Washington DC when the
elected President will be inaugurated
‘demanding from the first day of
office, regardless of who is elected:
End the occupation of Iraq! Bring the
troops home now!’.

Louis Brehony

R RO RO



THOMAS ATKINS

Cry havoc and let slip the dogs of war
(William Shakespeare)

When the news of the attempted
coup in Equatorial Guinea was
reported in the British media, we
were not told the full truth, which
made the account sound like the
plot of a novel. Now this truth is
coming out and we can piece to-
gether what went on, and the riddle
is solved.

Equatorial Guinea is a former Spanish
colony on the west coast of Africa.
Although the majority of the 500,000
inhabitants live in dire poverty, it has
among the largest oil reserves in sub-
Saharan Africa.

In March, Simon Mann, a British cit-
izen and resident of South Africa, was
arrested at Harare airport, Zimbabwe,
Mann is an heir to the Watney’s brewing
fortune, an Old Etonian and a former
SAS captain, gunrunner and mercenary.
He owns a Channel Island-registered
company called Executive Outcomes
which has provided mercenary troops to
fight in Angola and Sierra Leone. The
company has a subsidiary called
Sandline which was set up with former
Scots Guards Lieutenant Colonel Tim

Spicer. Sandline was involved in the
‘arms to Sierra Leone’ scandal in the
1990s.

When Mann was arrested he was

meeting a privately-chartered Boeing
727 which had 66 South African and
three Armenian mercenaries on board.
Mann has been sentenced to seven years,
afier pleading guilty to trying to illegally
purchase £100,000 worth of small arms.
His colleagues got a year for entering

Mark Thatcher — arrested in South Africa

Zimbabwe illegally. In Equatorial
Guinea, 19 mercenaries, led by Nick du
Toit — an apartheid Special Forces sol-
dier — have been arrested and are on
trial. This group was an advance party,
carrying out the tasks of a reconnais-
sance platoon.

The plot was to oust the president,
Obiang, and install exiled opposition
leader Severo Moto.

. Mann is not a military incompetent.
He was trained at the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst and at Stirling
Lines, Hereford, the SAS headquarters.

He would know that after striking the
initial blow, he could not survive any
counterattack unless he had support.
That is the puzzle.

But in fact he did have support. On
the day the coup was supposed to take
place — 8 March — Spanish warships
entered Equatorial Guinean territorial
waters. On board one ship, according to
the New Zealand Sunday Herald, were
500 Spanish marines, that is, a battalion.
They could have invaded under the
cover of ‘restoring order’..

Mann has confessed that MI6, the

CIA and Spanish ‘intelligence’ were a
party to the plot. While the Foreign
Office is denying any knowledge of the
attempted coup, there was a meeting in
London at the Royal Institute of
International Affairs in February. The
subject was the future of Equatorial
Guinea. At least one government official
was present, along with oil industry rep-
resentatives. According to the The Qb-
server, there was an active discussion
about rumours of coup plots.
US oil giant Exxon Mobil has many
of the drilling rights in Equatorial

Guinea. The coup™would have cemente(
those rights and given the company ap
even bigger stake, much to the dismay of
French-owned EIf Aquitaine. The
French secret service tipped off Pretorig
who informed Zimbabwe of Mann’s
aclivities, So we also have intcr—impcri.
alist rivalries involved.

Crause Steyl, a South Africa-based,
top-gun mercenary pilot, has turmeq
state’s evidence in South Africa, It wys
Steyl’s brother Neil who was the pilot of
the 727. Steyl is a friend of Sir Mark
Thatcher, the son of former Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher. Thatcher
invested $250,000 in the adventure
through a company called Triple A and 3
company owned by Mann called Logg
Ltd. Thatcher is claiming that Triple A
stands for Air Ambulance Africa. The
problem with that is that this is a routine
cover story for mercenary helicopter
operations in Africa. Thatcher is cur-
rently on bail in South Africa awaiting
trial or extradition. %

On 7 March — the eve of the intended
coup — Steyl, in a King Air 200' South
African-registered plane flown by a
stunt pilot, accompanied president-in-
waiting Moto to the Spanish-owned
Canary Islands and then flew to Bam-
ako, the capital of Mali, to await news of
the coup. The Spanish prime minister at
the time was Aznar, a pro-US, extreme
right-winger. Aznar and Moto have been
friends for over 20 years.

Instead of telling the public what is
really going on — that the US and Britain,
using Spain as proxy, were involved in a
plot to invade yet another oil-rich sover-
eign state — the media feed us nonsense.
Yet again they roll out the ‘brutal regime’
excuse. Note the word ‘regime’, sig-
nalling to the masses that they don’t
approve of the government they refer to.
There was also racist rubbish about can-
nibalism. But when the story is traced
back, it originates with Moto.

One thing can be guaranteed: any
coup-led imperialist intervention would

not have improved things for the people.
They would have remained dirt poor, in
an oil-rich country.

Kurdish national liberation
movement at a crossroads

SORES AXFANOZ

The invasion and occupation of Iraq
by the US/UK affects the whole of
the Middle East, and in particular
the Kurdish liberation movement.
In southern Kurdistan (northern
Iraq) the Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KDP) of Massoud Barzani
and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan

collaborated with the US since

(PUK) of Jelal Talabani have openly

1979. This tactical retreat gave it the
chance to regroup and revive itself in the
Middle East between 1982 and 1984.

During this period there was also a
successful hungerstrike in the prison at
Amed. Winning this battle inside the fas-
cist prison system represented a colossal
triumph for the PKK and acted as a prel-
ude to the taking up of arms against the
Turkish state. The armed struggle was
launched in 1984 but it wasn’t until 1989
that the PKK became a popular move-
ment in northern Kurdistan.

The armied struggle was interrupted
in February 1999 by the capture of Ab-
dullah Ocalan; since then the PKK has
endeavoured to alter its strategies and
tactics in an attempt to save its leader’s
life. This approach has involved putting
a large amount of political energy into
legal challenges in the European Court
of Human Rights and changing the name
of the party on two gccasions.

The PKK has always been led by
Abdullah Ocalan, and this continues de-

~ spite his imprisonment, Likewise, as dis-

cussed above, the modern Kurdish nat-

- ional liberation struggle has always and

nly been led by the PKK. Prior to its
rmation the last Kurdish uprising was
(in 1938, What makes Ocalan and the
KK special is that they were able to
translate Marxist-Leninist class struggle
warfare within the histo-

cial context of a multi-

rdi Successful guerrilla
W substantial support from

ple in the 1990s, As a result

communist,

lngludc all sections of
¥

developing its own independent political
expression outside of the PKK. None-
theless, in 1991-2 the faction that has
now broken away first came into exis-
tence within the organisation.

After the capture of Abdullah Ocalan
by the Turkish state, middle class politi-
cians had more room to manoeuvre and,
following the invasion of Iraq by the US,
this clique had the perfect opportunity to
form itself into a political party. To ach-
ieve this it needed to improve its rela-
tions with the KDP and PUK in northern
Iraq, and wasted no time in doing so,
even though these organisations had
been notorious throughout their existence
for attacking and killing members of
other Kurdish parties. ;

The Kurdish struggle has always sul-
fered greatly from a lack ol'imcmn[im_ul
support and solidarity. The national lib-
eration movement faces four different
occupying states, which oppose one an-
other, but all repress and slaughter the
Kurds within their borders. It is not nec-
essatily an oversimplification therefore
when the Kurds say they have 'no
friends but the mountains’. ]

On top of this, the demise of _lht‘
Soviet Union has had an adverse effeet
on the Kurdish struggle, as it inc\llmhl_\
led to the weakening of Turkish and intet=
national lefl-wing movements. All tl\t.‘
makes the Kurdish movement more Vi
nerable in the face of fasoism, impertat
ism, religious fanaticism and Zionism

The PKK has had to [ight not on_l.\
Turkish colonial fascism, but also US/EL
imperialism and Zionism. This unprecc
dented military allinnce against Kurdish
national liberation has rendered the armed
struggle unwinnable but this mighty
alliance has nonetheless not succeeded
in vanquishing the liberation move
ment. It remains to be scen to wllml
degree current developments in the Mid-

_dle East will lead to a restructuring ©
‘the PKK (hat precludes the amed
struggle. ]
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haron’s Gaza disengage-
ment plan may still face
opposition in his Likud
party and the Knesset (the
Isracli parliament), but it
now has the tacit support of the
Isracli Labour Party, and it will
happen. The 7,000 or so Gaza sct-
tlers will be offered substantial
compensation to vacate the land
they stole — up to £280,000, with a
bonus if they move early. In the
meantime, huge land grabs are
underway on the West Bank. On 8
September, Israel’s Agriculture
Minister Israel Katz announced the
seizure of 8,000 acres of land to
expand settlements in the Jordan
valley. Sharon is now secking US
approval to allow the annexation of
the Ariel settlement bloc, Ma’ali
Adomim bloc (east of Jerusalem)
and Guosh Etzion north of Hebron.
This would be up to 25% of the
West Bank. The annexation of the
Ma’ali Adomim bloc which lies
between Jericho and Jerusalem
would cut off Hebron and Beth-
lehem regions from Ramallah. Bull-
dozers are now destroying farms
and orchards in the southern West
Bank, particularly around Hebron,
to build the separation wall.
Whilst Sharon’s adviser Dov
Weisglass held talks with Colin
on 13 September on the an ’
~ anon plans, moves are being made to
clear the Negev, two-thirds of Israeli
land mass, of its remaining Bedouin
inhabitants to make way for displaced
Gaza settlers. 1,000 residents of Atir
have been told to leave the village

‘vacant, without person, object or ani- * |

mal in the area’. They are not to be
offered alternative accommodation
smce the Zionists claim under a 1965
planning law that they seized the land
illegally - though they have farmed
the area for generations. This is part of
the Negev Development Plan: $200m
set aside to remove the last Bedouin
farming communities, 70,000 people
in all, from their land (see FRFI 173
for the background).

Sharon’s Gaza disengagement plan
has exposed the treacherous role of
various factions of the Palestinian
Authority (PA). In the last issue of
FRFI we reported on demonstrations
in Gaza against PA corruption, and on
Ahmed Qureia’s resignation as prime
minister. Now it is evident that that
demonstrations were orchestrated by
Mohamed Dahlan, long a US and
Zionist favourite within the ranks of
the PA and Fatah. Dahlan proclaimed
Sharon’s plan as a victory for the
Palestinian people, a withdrawal like
‘the Israeli withdrawal from South
Lebanon’ in order to justify his collab-
oration with it. His attempt to jump on
the anti-corruption bandwagon 1
launch a bid for mlcd
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Four years after the start of the present Intifada,
the Zionists are stepping up their land grab in the
West Bank. At the same time, they are attempting
to expel Bedouin farmers from land they have
cultivated for generations in the Negev to make
room for more immigrants and settlers that will
move out of Gaza. The death toll of Palestinians
continues to rise against a back-drop of Zionist
sabre-rattling against Syria and Iran. The prospect
of military strikes against these countries is very
real, as ROBERT CLOUGH reports.

fused to sign a PA statement demand-
ing an end to the occupation as a
whole and an end (o construction of
the separation wall. Instead they ar-
gued that the Gaza disengagement
plan was a ‘dramatic shift in Likud’s
position’ and that the separation wall
was a ‘preventive measure against
Palestinian attacks’. This reaction was
proof yet again that Israeli Labour
Zionists have no significant differ-
ences with Sharon and his Likud

party.

killed and 57 injured, almost all of
them soldiers and settlers in the occu-
pied territories, according to Israel’s
Foreign Ministry. Yet this was of no
importance for the racist press which
showed once again that they care not a
jot about the deaths of Palestinians.
The Zionists did not wait long before
striking back, Killing 14 Hamas sup-
porters on 7 September in Gaza, and
six fighters and four civilians a week
later in attacks on Jenin and Nablus,
Nearly 60 Palestinians including a

Bedouins are helng forced from their land to make way for Zlonist settlements like this
one at Ma'ali Adomim. ;

Throughout, the slaughter of the
Palestinian people continued with the
usual news blackout in the western
media. The Hamas suicide attacks in
Beersheba on 31 August drew forth an
almost unanimous comment that the
bombings had ended ‘a period of

alm’ or a ‘lull’ i

vmlcnce su:me the

dozen children had been killed in the
first three weeks of September — yet
once again the racist press had lost
interest.

More ominously, afier the Beer-
sheba attack and the deaths of Hamas
fighters in Gaza, Isracli defence min-
ister Shaul Mofaz declared that the
‘lerrprlsl headquarters’ were not in
in Damascus. Colin Powell
en he told the UN

Palestinian prisoners
hunger-strike victory
On 3 September, Palestinian prisoners
held by the Zionist occupation forces
called off their hunger strike, which
had lasted ninetecen days. There are
7,500 Palestinian prisoners and de-
tainees at present. 4,000 started the
hunger-strike on 15 August 1n protest
at their appalling treatment which con-
tinually breaches the Fourth Geneva
Convention. Key demands included
an end to torture, which is endemic;
the institution of basic family visiting
rights; adequate sanitation and health
care; an end to the policy of solitary
confinement and an end to the arbi-
trary fining of prisoners for alleged
misdemeanours.

Mass mobilisations took place in
both the West Bank and Gaza in sup-
port of the prisoners’ actions.-Relat-

ives joined in the hunger strike: the
mother of one prisoner, Aisha Al
Zabeen, died after 13 days. Although
the Zionist prison authorities refused
to enter into negotiations with the
prisoners, they had no choice when it
was evident that the hunger-strikers
were determined to pursue their de-
mands. Faced with losing control of
the prisons and detention centres, the
Israeli Prison Service backed down and
met the principle demands of the hun-
ger-strike. Time now will tell whether
it honours its agreements.

Betar, the rabid Zionist group
that has been staging counter-
protests against the London
Victory to the Intifada pickets
of Marks and Spencer has had
its charitable status withdrawn
by the Charity Commission. On
13 January, the Council for
Arab-British Understanding
complained to the Commission

that Betar UK had circulated
Robert Kilroy-Silk's infamous

racist diatribe against Arab
people. The Council followed
this up with a further complaint
about racist anti-Arab com-
ments on the Betar website.
On 5 August, the Charity
Commission issued a state-
ment that they found ‘that the
activities of the charity [Betar]
appeared to be in furtherance
of a political purpose rather
than [a] charitable purpose’. It

Betar UK loses charity status

.nor did it have properly ap-

also found that Betar had not
filed accounts for the past four
years with the Commission,

pointed trustees. It announced
that it would be investigating
whether Betar ever had a chari-
table purpose.

On 6 August, Betar issued a
statement saying that it had

‘voluntarily requested 1o be
removed from the register of

charities’. However, at the end
of September, its website still
claimed it was a registered
charity in a desperate appeal
for donations. Whilst its chari-
table status might be fraudu-
lent, our opposition to Betar is
because of its virulent racism
and Zionism. It is not surpris-
ing that it has circulated Kil-
roy-Silk's opinions - they live
in the same gutter.

Four years of the Intifada

28 September 2004 marks four years
of the current Palestinian Intifada
which started when six demonstrators
were shot dead on 28 September 2000
protesting against Ariel Sharon's visit
to the Haram Al Sharif in Jerusalem
the previous day. In these four years:

e 3,590 Palestinians had been killed
by the end of September 2004;
= Over 400 of those killed have been
children aged 15 or younger;
= 110 adults and 33 newborn bables
have died because of denial of
medical access through road-
blacks or because of total closures;
* 42,022 have been wounded since
the start of the Intifada. These
injuries are caused by live ammu-
ition, shrapnel from tank shells
missiles, tear gas and so-
led rubber bullets, which are in
ullets coated in rubber,

that more than 40,000 Palestinians
have lost their homes due to house
demolitions over the last four
years. In Rafah in the Gaza Strip,
1,500 homes have been demol-
ished making 15,000 Palestinians
homeless.

¢ Up to the beginning of February
2004 the Israelis had demolished
282 schools, closed nine down and
turned three, in Hebron, into mili-
tary bases.

¢ |sraeli forces have uprooted 1.1
million trees, mainly olive and fruit
trees. This has forced Palestinian
farmers off the land and into pov-
erty. They have also razed 68,011
dunums of Palestinian farmland
(17,000 acres or more than 25
square miles).

* The curfews and checkpaints im-
posed by the occupying lIsraeli
forces have destroyed the Pales-
tinian economy. There has been a

- 51% drop in the GNP since the start
- of the Intifada.

' Unemployment rates for Gaza are

- now 67% and for the West Bank

~ 48%. 75% of Palestinians now live

~In poverty on less than $2 a day,
the international level of poverty. In

- Gaza the figure is 84.6%, in the




Bolivian people
on the march

FIONA DONOVAN &
ROBERT CLOUGH

The struggle of the impover-
ished Bolivian people for
control of their lives and
resources continues.

On 23 September, tens of thou-
sands commemorated the first
eight men, women and children
murdered by heavily armed state
forces in the Gas War last
September/October. The mass
uprising was so named because
nationalisation of Bolivia’s natu-
ral gas, its most lucrative and siz-
able resource, was central to the
people’s demands. No one
responsible for the murder of 63
civilians during the three weeks’
uprising has been brought to jus-
tice. Ousted millionaire president
Sdnchez de Lozada resides
alongside other Latin American
terrorists in the safety of Miami.
Other demands of the uprising
included
* An end to neoliberal policies,
especially cuts in state welfare
and privatisations
No free trade agreements with
the US
* An end to forced coca eradica-

tion =
+ Land reform
Following the Referendum on

Gas in July which 60%: of the
“voling  population boycotted,
President Carlos Mesa has been
drawing up a new Law of Hydro-
carbons. Repsol, the Spanish oil
company that owns 23% of
Bolivia’s natural gas reserves,
was confident that the new law
would not affect its interests.
However, as a precaution, it
threatened Bolivia’s Congress
with sanctions if it did not toe the
line. The company also joined
Petrobras  (Brazilian), British
Petroleum, TotalFinaElf, Enron-
Shell and British Gas in ensuring
the law did not change their

existing contracts or increase

‘Mesa

their taxation. Congress’s Mixed
Commission of Economic Dev-
clopment warned that Mesa’s
proposed new law will lose the
Bolivian state $US 130 million
per year.

Huge demonstrations in Aug-
ust and early September paral-
ysed Bolivia’s largest cities. On
25 and 26 August there was a
total blockade in La Paz and El
Alto as 1.5 million people took to
the streets drawn from the poor
neighbourhoods, workers and
peasant unions, students, small
vendors, unemployed, truck driv-
ers and the Landless Movement
(MST). Public services main-
tained a total strike. Cochabamba
also saw demonstrations of
100,000. The social organisations
leading these protests demanded
the complete expropriation of the
gas and petroleum from the
transnational companies.

On 30 August the Movement
Towards  Socialism (MAS),
which had backed Mesa’s refer-
endum called for more protests in
order to recover some political
credibility with the masses. MAS
leader Evo Morales demanded
that the government annul the 78
contracts in place with foreign oil
companies. However, he has
been further compromised by the
government’s renewed
‘onslaught on coca growers. Vio-
lent and savage eradication has

ted protesters, dragging them
across the ground, beating them
and gassing them. 14% of Boli-
via’s urban labour force is unem-
ployed. Small borrowers, mainly

family businesses, have also
started a hunger strike to urge the
government to rein in micro-
credit institutions that are charg-
ing extortionate interest rates.
MST supporters have also staried
hunger strikes; its members have
faced conslant harassment since
the organisation was crimi-
nalised.

In the poorest areas, popular
Jjustice is being meted out to cor-
rupt politicians. In Ayo Ayo, after
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Ireland: ten years of
ceasefire, but no
nearer justice

PAUL MALLON

Since the May 1998 referen-
dum overwhelmingly endor-
sed the Good Friday Agree-
ment, the peace process in
Ireland has been in near-
perpetual crisis. Each crisis
has served to wrest further
concessions from the Repub-
lican movement. Loyalist
attacks on the Catholic com-
munity have continued.
British troop levels remain
the same as in January 2002.
A new round of political pris-
oners is incarcerated in Brit-
ish and Irish gaols, this time

stripped of political status_

and isolated from the wider
Republican movement. Poli-
tical power remains with the
British government and the
Unionists. The Stormont Ass-
embly is currently in its
fourth  suspension  since
February 2000.

The Unionists have manufac-
tured every crisis: first over IRA
decommissioning, then over ver-
ifiable decommissioning, and
now fotal disarmament or in
other words the disbanding of the
IRA. In all these crises the
Labour government has sup-
ported the Unionists, and they
follow a similar cycle. First the
Unioni lain about an

many wamings, the people cxe-
cuted the village’s mayor,
Benjamin Altamirano in June.

been officially expanded and
new confrontations have occur-
r2d, each time more intense.
Coca growers, progressive intel-
lectuals and labour organisations
have launched the Campaign for
Coca and Sovereignty to legalise
the production, consumption and
the traditional and industrial use
of the coca leaf, and to end
forced eradication.

On 1 September the unem-
ployed took to the streets of La
Paz and elsewhere to demand
work. Hundreds of police assaul-

‘MST members had been occupy-
ing unused land belonging to a
large landowner in the area since
June 2003, supporting them-
selves from the produce. On 10
August, the Bolivian state
regained control of Ayo Ayo, but
the movement continues to gain
popularity from its policy of land
occupation. President Mesa is
increasingly isolated, and sur-
vives only through the support he
gets from Morales. The Bolivian
people are on the march. |

aspect of IRA decommissioning.

Then Adams and Sinn Fein

appeal to British imperialism to
push the ‘peace process’ forward.
Next the British government
backs up the Unionists. Lastly,
the  Republican  movement
retreats. A few weeks or months
later the pattern repeats itself.
After every round, British impe-
rialism and its Unionist allies are
in a stronger position. Sinn Fein
no longer has the political will to
mobilise the nationalist working
class in an anti-imperialist cam-
paign against British rule. It

vkt po PN

Martin McGuinness, Sinn Fein

therefore has only one option left
— to appeal to Blair and the
Labour government to rein in the
Unionists.

Policing

The Good Friday Agreement
established the Patten Commis-
sion on policing which reported
in September 1999 making 175
recommendations. Of these, only
11 have ever been fully imple-
mented, with a further 75 par-
tially dealt with. On 9 Septem-
ber, Police Service of Northern
Ireland (PSNI) Chief Hugh Orde

announced the retention of the

PSNI full-time reserve in a fur-

ther breach of Patten Report rec-

« dati The disband

of the RUC has been a cosmetic
exercise to reassure the Catholic
middle class that the overtly sec-
tarian excesses of the past have
been curbed. In reality, the PSNI
is no different.

The IRA has undertaken sev-
eral separate acts of decommis-
sioning under the terms of the
Good Friday Agreement, none of
which have ended loyalist intran-
sigence. Now Gerry Adams has
paved the way for IRA disband-

Pinochet gets rich
ictatorship

looc

ment by stating that ‘Republicans
need to be prepared to remove the
issue of the IRA and of IRA arms
as an excuse for Unionists to
block political progress in the Six
Counties’ (4n Phoblacht/Republi-
can News, 12 August 2004). The
Loyalists, however, demand com-
plete surrender.

In October/November 1994,
we wrote:

‘The struggle is not over. The
economic, political and social
problems which keep forcing the
national struggle on to the politi-
cal agenda still remain. The Six
Counties is a sectarian statelet.
i?r'uish imperialism has not left

land. e x

are still in i;n?\. The nationalist
working class faces massive eco-
nomic deprivation and discrimi-
nation with unemployment levels
more than twice that of the loyal-
ist working class. Should the
Sinn Fein leadership be drawn
into any proposed ‘New Ireland”
Administration, in the Six
Counties or 26 Counties and
have conferred on it the status
and privilege of bourgeois parlia-
mentarians, it will find itself in
conflict with the nationalist
working class — those people of
no property who have always
been a bedrock of the anti-impe-
rialist struggle in Ireland.” (FREI
121)

Ten years on this still remains the
case, |

Pat Finucane:
cover-up
continues

A former police special branch
informer has been sentenced 10
life for the murder of Belfast
solicitor Pat Finucane. K_cn
Barrett, was one of two loyalist
gunmen who shot Finucane l.-l
times in his Belfast home I
February 1999. Barrett pleaded
guilty so that no evidence Wi
presented in court. He will spend
little time in prison as a resull‘of
the Good Friday Agreement. The
murder was at the centre of 8 _15'
year inquiry into collusion
between Loyalist paramilitaries
and the security forces in the SiX
Counties. However, the Labour
government has refused to estab-
lish a public inquiry into the mur-
der, despite the demands of the
Finucane family, and have oqu
conceded an internal judicial
inquiry. There is too much {0
hide! ]
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~ Gay rights in Cuba

|
j
|
1
:
*

IE b

RO o

E—

A g R

Homophobia exists in Cuba as it does all over the wo

repression of homosexuali
homosexuality was a crim
in recent times when gays
backward ideas and preju
constant persecution is ¢
beat the Revolution, and

efore the Revolution, when
Cuba was an offshore cas-
ino and brothel for the idle
rich of the US, homosexu-
ality was outlawed. Re-
pression and poverty forced many
gay men into prostitution. The anti-
homosexual 1930s Public Ostenta-
tion Law, remained after the Revo-
lution triumphed. Between 1965
and 1968, homosexual men were
amongst those incarcerated in aus-
tere Military Units to Aid Pro-
duction (UMAP), labour camps set
up to counter bourgeois and indi-
vidualistic elements who were resis-
ting the Revolution. The camps
were closed down in 1968 following
bitter protests to the government by
the Cuban Writers and Artists
Federation. A year later, meanwhile,
in the United States, after years of
persecution, homosexuals fought
pitched battles with the police after
a routine raid in the Stonewall bar.
In 1979 homosexual acts were de-
criminalised in Cuba (unlike in many
capitalist countries; some states in the
US retain outdated sodomy laws). In
1987 the offence of ‘*homosexual acts
in public places’ was removed from
Cuba’s penal code: The age of consent
for homosexuals in Cuba is 16 years,
the same as for heterosexuals. In 1993
sex education workshops on homo-
sexuality were tun throughout Cuba
lo explain that homophobia is a
prejudice. At the same time Castro
declared:
‘I don’t consider homosexuality to
be a phenomenon of degeneration... [I
consider] it to be one of the natural
aspects and tendencies of human
beings which should be respected. I
am absolutely opposed to any form of
repression, contempt, scom or discrim-
ination with regard to homosexuals.’
In the same year Strawberry and
Chocolate, the first Cuban film to deal
openly with homosexuality, was hugely
popular in Cuba. It was the only film
funded by the government that year.

Poster from the award winning flim, Strawberry and Chocolate

In 1995 the May Day march, one
of the most important events in the
social and political calendar, was led
by drag queens who were cheered
along the whole route. Imagine tran-
nies at the state opening of parliament
or Trooping the Colour. Only one
queen at those. And she doesn’t salsa.

In 1996 Pablo Milanes, a singer
adored by his fellow Cubans, who had
himself been incarcerated in a UMAP
in the 1960s, dedicated a song about
gay men to all Cuban homosexuals.
Recently a play produced by El Teatro
Sotano ran in Vedado entitled Muerte
en el bosque (A Death in the Woods).
Based on the investigation of the
murder of a Havana drag queen,
through the investigation of the crime,
Cuban attitudes towards and preju-

rld. But those who assert that widespread
ty exists in Cuba rely on statements made in the 1960s when

inal offence (as it was in Britain). While there have been instances in Cuba
have been subjected to harassment, this has been due to individuals’
dice. But the idea of Cuba as a repressive regime where gays face

onstantly brought up by Trotskyists and opportunists in Britain as a stick to
needs to be countered, as RICHARD ROQUES shows.

dices against gays are examined and
challenged at every level of society. In
December 2000, at the film festival
in Havana, easily half of the Latin
American films shown had gay themes.

AIDS: Another stick to beat
Cuba with
The policy of enforced detention in
sanatoria for HIV/AIDS sufferers ini-
tially introduced in Cuba was con-
tentious, but an effective way of deal-
ing with a then little-understood and
potentially devastating disease. The
policy of compulsory quarantine end-
ed ten years ago. Cuba is today in the
forefront of the fight against HIV/
AIDS — a fact met with deafening
silence from Cuba’s enemies.

Those diagnosed with HIV are
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given an eight-week education and
drug support programme in a sanato-
rium and then have the choice to stay
(gay couples live together) or return to
their homes. Dr Byron Barksdale,
director of US charity Cuban AIDS
Projects pointed out that people in the
US ‘may get five minutes worth of
education’. Infection rates in Cuba are
0.1%, the lowest in the region, with
3,200 cases out of a population of 11
million. Anonymous testing is avail-
able and most HIV cases are diag-
nosed within six months of exposure.
Cuba now produces generic anti-retro-
viral treatment, Multinational pharma-
ceutical companies make fantastic
profits out of anti-retroviral drugs and
deny them to the poor. In the US peo-
ple with HIV/AIDS who do not have |
health insurance are denied the latest ‘
drugs. In contrast, Cuba has sent thou-
sands of doctors and nurses to almost |
every part of the world to help in the |
struggle against HIV/AIDS. In |
Botswana, with the highest proportion
of people in the world with HIV/ |
AIDS, Cubans work in clinics and
hospitals and the Cuban government |
has offered to train, at no cost, nurses
and doctors from other Caribbean
countries to fight the pandemic.

In a capitalist society if you are gay
and rich and you live in a city, life |
can be good. But capitalism hasn’t
abolished homophobia. On 6 October,
1998 in Wyoming, Matthew Shep-
herd, was tied to a fence and beaten
within an inch of his life. He died sev-
eral days later. He had been beaten up
on two previous occasions because
he was gay. In one of the attacks his
Jjaw was broken. In the afiermath US
organisation The National Youth
Advocacy Coalition published Facts
about gay youth which included the
statistics that 80% of gay, lesbian, and
bisexual young people report verbal
abuse and 66.7% of gay, lesbian and
bisexual youth were threatencd/in-
Jjured with a weapon at school in the
past year. Only a few miles from
Cuba, gays in Jamaica are regularly
murdered, raped and brutalised with
the apparent acquiescence of the
police and legal system. Assaults on
homosexuals are up 15% in Britain
from last year. I was queer-bashed in
London a few years ago and ended up
in casualty. That’s what over 40 years
of gay rights has achieved under capi-
talism. Socialist Cuba, meanwhile,
has constantly shown itself able to
learn from the mistakes of the past;
today it has a visible and thriving gay
and lesbian community and is moving
towards an ever-more tolerant and
inclusive society, valuing all its people
for their contribution to society, |
regardless of sexual orientation. |

|

US and Panama collud

n 25 August, with just a week
o left in office, right-wing Pan-
. amanian President Mireya
Moscoso freed four international
terrorists who had attempted to
blow up the university amphitheatre
where Fidel Castro was speaking in
November 2000. While on the one
hand pursuing its phony ‘war on
terrorism’, the US has been pulling
strings to secure the release of four
convicted terrorists with a long his-
tory of death squads, assassination

the Mexican police, is the murderer of
a Cuban fishing technician; Guillermo
Novo Sampol killed Chilean chancel-
lor Orlando Letelier, on orders from
Pinochet, and Pedro Remon Rodriguez
was the assassin of Cuban diplomat
Felix Garcia. All were under the com-
mand of Posada, a CIA-trained, long-
term terrorist responsible for blowing
up a Cuban civil aeroplane in 1976,

~ killing all 73 passengers aboard. Posada

escaped, on CIA advice, to El Salvador,

om where he directed narcotraffic

operations to fund weapons for the
s tacked

nst Guba

despite huge demonstrations in Panama
protesting against her decision,

While in office, Moscoso intro-
duced unpopular neo-liberal meas-
ures in Panama, robbed the country’s
international development funds and
slavishly followed US policies. Her
sister is a personal friend of Posada’s.
The releases took place shortly before
Panama’s | September elections and
may have contributed to Moscoso los-
ing to Torrijos, son of the famous lefi-
wing nationalist General Omar Tor-
rijos. He immediately condemned the
releases as ‘shameful’.

In the run-up to the November pres-
idential elections in the US, George W
Bush needs to secure Florida's key
exiled community vote and the gener-
ous donations from its Cuban-American
lobby. Hence its new measures against
Cuba and hence the release of the four
men — who were reccived with joy by
the reactionary exile community when
they flew briefly into Miami on a pri-
“vate jet while the administration turned
ablind eye. -

CUBA

IN BRIEF

Education

Cuba's new school year
started on 6 September, after
important changes to the edu-
cational system. Cuba is
launching a high school model
with classes of no more than
15 pupils, each with a multi-
disciplined teacher. In elemen-
tary classes the focus has
been on maintaining one
teacher to no more than 20
pupils. There will be 350,000
students enrolling this year in
higher education centres -
40,000 more than ever before.

Efforts at all educational
levels will target the strength-
ening of household-school
relationships, the formation of
collective social values in
pupils and social discipline
and behaviour.

Health

On 11 July, World Population
Day, Cuba will be launching a
programme prioritising med-
ical care for ante- and post-
natal mothers. Cuba continues
to have one of the lowest
infant mortality rates in Latin
America, 6.3 per 1,000 live
births. And life expectancy
continues to grow: between
1995 and 1998 \ife expectancy
grew from an average of 74.83
to 76.15 years and is expected
to continue to rise. Despite
Cuba being a third world
country, HIV and AIDS is under
control with one of the lowest
infection rates of 0.1% of the
Population aged 15- 49 years
old.

Hurricane damage

Hurricane Charley caused the
collapse of 2,916 buildings
and 70,000 homes in the city
of Havana and Havana prov-

‘ inces. One person died and

five people were injured.
Worse casualties were pre-
vented by high levels of orga-
nisation and commitment to
the safety of the Cuban peo-
ple. No one was killed by the
even more devastating force
of Hurricane Ivan a month
later, although tobacco planta-
tions were destroyed. Richard
Boucher, acting spokesman for
the US State Department,
issued a statement, saying the
US Interests Section in Havana
would offer the Cubans a pal-
try $50,000, via so-called in-
dependent non-governmental
Cuban organisations, to help
with damage caused by the
hurricane. Such organisations
are little more than a front for
US plots against Cuba. Vice
president Carlos Lage made it
clear that Cuba had its own
resources to confront hurri-
cane damage. In the first week
1,400 homes were repaired.
Fidel Castro has said that
whatever the damage Cuba
will not accept aid from any
country that wants to see the
overthrow of the Revolution.

Juanjo Rivas

Luke Curham
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Despite all the

efforts of the

US-backed,
business-led opposition,
President Chavez soundly
defeated his opponents’
demand for his removal in
the recall referendum of
15 August. This is the first
in the history of Venezuela.
It was the most democratic
vote ever conducted in the
history of Latin America.
Voting took place over 20
hours, with 8.5m voters —
75% of the electoral
census — making it the
greatest-ever turnout.

Venezuela’s customary abstention
rate is around 40%. On 16
August, the National Electoral
Council calculated from 94.49%
of the votes, that 3,576,517
(41.74%) wanted to remove
Chavez, and 4,991,483 (58.25%)
voted for him to complete his
term of office until 10 January
2007 — a majority of over 1.4
million votes. As President Chavez
said this was ‘a triumph for all the
people of Latin America and the
Caribbean...who fight against the
savage neo-\iberalism that
Washington wanted to impose on
us’. The victory over the
opposition was a great victory
against ‘violence, coup d’états
and fascism’, it was ‘an example
1o the world’.

Since 1998 the bourgeois opposition
has repeatedly tried unsuccessfully to
defeat President Chavez. The attemp-
ted coup in 2002, the oil secior strike
that followed and now the attempt to
remove Chavez through the recall
vote have all been defeated by the
government moving with the working
class and oppressed against the ruling
class and its middle class supporters.
This victory must hearten the Vene-
zuelan masses and encourage them to
mobilise and deepen the anti-imperial-
ist social process in their country and
Latin America.

- govemor or mayoral

VENEZUELA

Chave

massive victory

Economist (4 September 2004), J
McCoy, Director of the Carter Centre
observer mission, throws mud over
this extraordinary success, shame-
lessly bleating that ‘Divisive rhetoric
and intimidating tactics from ‘Chav-
istas’, and the opposition’s still (sic)
unsubstantiated claims of fraud, have
exacerbated Venezuelans’ cynicism
towards elections. It will take a huge
effort by both sides to restore trust in
this fundamental democratic right
before next month'’s election for gov-
ernors and mayors.” Here is the rub!
Between 2000 and 2004, four million
newly-registered, mostly young voters
have entered the scene. They have
ended 40 years of bi-party rule by the
wealthy and their corrupt politicians
sharing government and booty. Vene-
zuelan students receiving free educa-
tion and training in Cuba returned to
Venezuela to help mobilise the poorest
communities and to encourage them
to vote: they succeeded.

The enormous enthusiasm shown
for politics that are really democratic
is what the Carter gang fear. The
National Electoral Council (CNE) has
chosen 31 October as the date for state
and municipal elections — the third
delay in this election. The mandate of
govemors and mayors, as well as rep-
resentatives in local legislative coun-
cils among others, has expired
already. Campaigning began on 18
September and will continue until 28
October. The voter registries were
open from 4 to 8 September, so citi-
zens who reach the voting age by 31
October can register in time for the
upcoming elections. Continued mas-
sive voting for Chavez’s government
and the new constitution will help
undermine the regional and local
power of the landowners and big busi-
ness. Of the eight states now run by
the opposition, five voted for Chavez
in the recall referendum by a wide
margin, the three others by smaller
margins.

The small opposition parties,
Alianza Bravo Pueblo and Un Solo
Pueblo have said that they will boy-
cott the regional elections, But unlike
the former ruling parties, Accion
‘Democratica and Copei, they have no
posis to lose.

S

7 vindicated:

in ‘recall’ referendum

President Hugo Chavez

Venezuela banks made net profits of
$842m in the year to August of 2004
from public debt issue. The economy
is recovering rapidly from the
employers’ strikes last year, up 30% in
the first quarter of this year. But in
truth US capital especially wants own-
ership of Venezuelan oil — it will be its
most important source for the next 40
years, in size and proximity. In addi-
tion, it wants all the other resources of
the country and the market itself. $46
billion has been removed from the
country this year alone. The fact is
that they still want to stop Chavez!
The ‘Gaceta de los Negocios’
(Business Gazette) 17 August called
the electoral victory ‘disturbing’ — ‘the
weight of the inheritance of Chavez, is
the funding of destabilising forces in
Peru, Bolivia, Colombia and including
Argentina.” Oil money ‘far from serv-
ing to raise the standard of living of
the population will be used to export
examples and revolutions’. In brief,
the capitalists are losing control of oil
revenues and fear the example of real
democracy! The landowners are
threatened! Reduced unemployment
would weaken the effect of the reserve
- army of labour on wages (on top of the
new minimum wage). One third of
Cuba’s oil is sourced from Venezuela.
A ‘a fearful example for the
ssed peoples of the world!
Ll inal

food production of the country. At the
moment 70% of household food is
imported. President Chavez asked

owners of idle land to sell it to the

state and thereby avoid expropriation:

‘We are going after idle land to put it
to work and promote agricultural
activity to make Venezuela an agri-
business country and exporter’.

The challenge for the workers is not
only to promote these changes, but
also to obstruct capitalistic use of the
land, create co-operatives, guarantee
crop diversity and food for the poor.
At the moment Chavez’s Ministry of
Food is distributing imported food at
subsidised prices. This has to be
changed. Polar, the biggest processor
of food and drinks in the country and
strongly anti-Chavez, will be required
to enter discussions on these changes.
The Association of Agro-businesses
(FEDEAGRO) has rejected discus-
sions. The opposition immediately
declared that the government was
encouraging ‘invasions and attacks on
property. ,.instead of protecting the
producers, it protects the bandits’.
What shameless cynicism! In the state
of Zulia alone, governed by Manual
Rosales, an opponent of Chavez, local
small peasants and workers have been
constantly attacked by paramilitaries
who have killed dozens of local work-
ers’ leaders in recent years.

- New departments of state

The government has begun to change
the character of the state. It has cre-
ated the Ministry of the Popular
Economy, to replace the previous
of Social Economy. Headed

nk for micro-finance
iMI), the Woman's Bank, the
Bank, the Co-operatives
(Sunacoop) and the National
Co-operative Education
igist‘ll-{iut‘Fmancing
i
the Nati

Development Bank of the Andes
(Banfoandes).
$170 million for the ‘Vuelvan
Caras’ mission has been announced.
This is a social programme designed
10 create employment through COM=
munity development projects working
closely with 2,067 co-operatives. The
goal is to work with more than five
times that number within three
months. There are 287,000 people
currently enrolled in the programme
and this number should reach 408,000

by the end of September. g
The recently created Strategic
Nutrition Program (Proal), the

Corporation for Autonomous Services
(Casa), and the Mercal programme,
which sells basic food products at sub-
sidised prices in poor communities,
are tackling malnutrition. Seven new
‘Supermercales’ (local markets) are
being introduced across the country
(bringing the total to 26), 12 new
medium-sized and 95 smaller ‘mer-
cales’ are also being established to sell
food cheaply. In two months time the
government will open 1,974 small
‘mercales’ bringing the number of the
smallest discount food stores to 6,423.
With 70% of the population of 25 mil-
lion in poverty (with the same income
as in 1958) and 800,000 people m
extreme poverty, Chavez also an-
nounced the opening of 1,830 new
food relief kitchens. This brings the
total number of Kitchens providing
prepared meals for the poor across the
country to 2,886. 3
In an attempt to dismiss him and his
determination to redirect resources (0
the poor, an ideological assault 1S
being made on Chavez. Spending on
social projects is denigrated as large
bribes for electoral purposes, devoid
of economic value, and doomed 10
undermine the economy once oil
prices fall. In fact Chavez aims t0
reconstitute the land ownership Sys-
tem, create employment there, and (o
reduce food imports from the USA. In
defence of food sovereignty, the
President had already announced 2
‘complete national ban on genetically
‘modified crops and ended talks with
Monsanto.
A Alvaro Michaels
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Every four years
the United States
holds its
Presidential Elections. This
time everybody knows
what the Republican Party
Presidential candidate
George Bush stands for:
arrogant naked imperialist
aggression. Some in the
United States left are so
shocked by Bush and his
Neo-Conservative
backers, that they argue
that Bush is so extreme,
so terrible for America and
the World, that everyone
should close ranks, rally
behind another candidate
who can defeat him:;
‘Anyone Is Better Than
Bush’. Noam Chomsky, the
left intellectual takes this
position. So does Michael
Moore, the radical
filmmaker. So does The
Nation, a lefi-liberal
magazine similar to the
British New Statesman.

US PRESIDENT
voke or Pepsi?

‘Anybody but Bush'; the

politics of the lesser evil

But will voting for the allemative
defend and advance the interests of
the working class and oppressed?
‘What are American workers getting i’
they follow the advice of Moore, the
Nation and their friends and vote for
John Kerry? Where do Kerry and John
Edwards, his Vice-Presidential run-
ning mate, stand on the important
issues? What is the supposed vital dif-

ference that justifies support  for
Kerry?

Iraq War

Iraq is the most important issue in the
United States. Edwards co-sponsored
the resolution to attack Iraq;

‘Saddam Hussein's regime represents
a grave threat to America and our
allies, including our vital ally, Israel.
--. We know that he has chemical and
biological weapons. ... We know that
he is doing everything he can to build
nuclear weapons, and we know that
each day he gets closer to achieving
that goal.” (Senate, 10 October 2002)

Kerry voted for Edwards’ motion.
Earlier he had argued that:

‘If Saddam Hussein is unwilling to
bend to the international community's
already existing order, then he will
have invited enforcement, even if that
enforcement is mostly at the hands of
the United States, a right we retain
even if the Security Council fails to
act’ New York Times, 6 September
2002.

A year later, during a debate at the
Congressional Black Caucus Institute,
Kerry was asked if he saw the war in
Iraq as a mistake, and he replied:

‘We need to be successful. People
keep asking what's the exit strategy.
The exit strategy is victory.
9 September 2003.

Edwards continued this theme at the
recent Democratic Convention: ‘we
will win this war because of the
strength and courage of our own peo-
ple’. Kerry may believe it was ‘the
wrong war, at the wrong time, in the
wrong place’, but he helped start it,
and he and Edwards are ready to con-
tinue it. They promise to expand
America’s active duty forces by
40,000 and double the Army’s Special
Forces capability within four years.

PATRIOT Act

The repressive, anti-democratic
PATRIOT Act got the votes of both
Kemry and Edwards. According to
Edwards: ‘the problem with the
PATRIOT Act is not the law itself, it's
the way it’s being administered’
(Debate in Columbia SC, 3 May 2003)

Venezuela
Kerry has the same position as Bush
on Venezuela. He gave an interview to

- the Spanish language Univision TV

channel on Wednesday 5 May 2004,

‘The Univision network is part of the

of Companies, owned

allow that referendum to take place
and for this administration and others
to put more visibility on what is hap-
pening so we can hold him account-
able to international standards of
behaviour. Democracy is at risk.’

Venezuelan democracy will certainly
be at risk under a President Kerry.

Cuba ;

Kerry told WPLG-ABC 10, a Miami
TV station: ‘I'm pretty tough on
Castro, because I think he’s running
one of the last vestiges of a Stalinist

secret police government in the world®
(14 March 2004).

Israel

Kerry’s top Middle East adviser is for-
mer Congressman Mel Levine, a for-
mer board member of the ultra-Zionist
lobbying operation American Israel
Public Affairs Committee. According
to Levine ‘By every rating and crite-
rion Kerry’s votes have shown 100 per
cent solid support for Israel’. Accord-
ing to the Kerry campaign position
paper on Israel, Kerry believes that:

‘...in any final settlement for Israel to
remain a Jewish Slate, Palestinians
must settle in a future Palestinian
State rather than in Israel, and that in
light of demographic realities, a num-
ber of settlement blocks will likely
become a part of Israel, .. The security
fence is a legitimate act of self def-
ence... long advocated moving the US
Embassy to Jerusalem, Israel's indis-
putable capital... America must guar-
antee Jsrael’s military superiority ...’

It’s all Israel, all the way, not only
uncritically, but enthusiastically,

On the Vietnam war

‘As a veteran of both the Vietnam War

and the Vietnam protest movement, 1

say to both conservative and liberal
- misinterpretations of that war that it’s

time to get over it and recognise it as

an exception, not as a ruling example,

S military engagements of the

wage and win the new war.” Campaign
website.

Of course, none of this should be sur-
prising from a man proud to receive a
medal for murdering a patriotic
Vietnamese teenager defending his
country against US imperialism. The
only surprising thing is that anyone
can pretend to support peace and
democracy and support Kerry.

In what possible way are these peo-
ple any better than Bush? Chomsky
argues that on domestic issues Kerry
would be better than Bush (Inter-
national Socialist Review, September-
October 2004) But this is exactly what
was said about Clinton who
promptly destroyed the US welfare
system. Republicans were angry with
him because he got the credit for car-
rying out their programme.

Is there an alternative? What about
Ralph Nader who is running on a left-
ist platform? His platform is some-
times confused and some of it may be
reagtionary. But this is only to be
expected: for the last 150 years, US
politics has been dominated by the
two big bourgeois parties: Repub-
licans and Democrats. These parties
represent different factions of the rul-
ing class and have differences over the
best policy for US imperialism. They
draw their electoral support from dif-
ferent geographical, social, religious
and ethnic groups and coalitions. The
Democrats get their support from the
unions, from sections of the middle
class, particularly lawyers, Jews (until
recently), blacks and other ethnic
minorities and women. The Repub-
licans draw on small business owners,
backward sections of the working
class, crackpot petit-bourgeois reli-
gious fundamentalists, Wall Street fin-
anciers and other capitalists.

As events and policies attract and
repel support, it is inevitable that sec-
tions of the middle class and petit-
bourgeoisie will be disappointed and
look for an alternative. ‘They are a
splendid element for politicians, who
speculate on their discontent in order

- to sell them out to one of the big par-
“ties aflerward’, Engels astutely ob-

ed.* Typically, they are attracted
party whose platform attacks the
corporations’, champions ‘ordi-

‘attacks ‘the power elite’

toa
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and proposes radical measures to
‘shake up the system’ this is
American Populism, which has been
an integral feature of US politics for
well over a century. Sometimes this is
on the right — Ross Perot’s Reform
Party in 1992, for example, which
took votes from the Republicans,
allowing Clinton to win. Sometimes it
is on the left. Since there is still no sig-
nificant party based in the working
class, radical elements of the petit-
bourgeoisie are attracted to platforms
like Nader’s with its brew of social-
democracy, environmentalism, pro-
electoral reform politics.

The Democrats’ steady rightward
march puts increasing distance
between themselves and social groups
whose support could previously be
taken for granted. And into that gap
Ralph Nader has stepped, with a left-
ish-platform which attracts many who
are looking for an alternative to the
Democratic Party. The Democrats are
terrified that Nader will do to them
what Ross Perot did to the Repub-
licans in 1992: take votes away from
them. (They blame Nader for Gore’s
defeat in Florida, by some 500 votes.
In fact, some 250,000 registered
Democrats voted for Bush, far exceed-
ing Nader’s paltry 98,000 votes).

So the Democrats, although they

deny it, have been trying 1o undermine
Nader’s support. In May, the Village
Voice, a New York magazine, pub-
lished a racist attack on Nader who is
an Arab-American. In an hysterical
article: ‘Ralph Nader: Suicide Bomb-
er’, Harry Levine claimed that: ‘In the
year 2000, Ralph Nader strapped
political dynamite onto himself and
walked into one of the closest elec-
tions in American history hoping to
blow it up’. In recent months, teams of
Democratic lawyers have been des-
patched to every state in an attempt to
get Nader off the ballot. So far they
have succeeded in Arizona, Califor-
nia, Illinois, Mississippi, New Jersey,
South Carolina, Texas and Virginia,
often winning on narrow technicali-
ties. Instead of meeting in open politi-
cal confrontation, the Democrats are
trying to prevent voters from exercis-
ing their choice. And these are the
people Chomsky, Moore and co want
us to support: thoroughly pro-imperi-
alist, ready to crush the slightest chal-
lenge from the left?

What really scares Moore and the
intellectuals of The Narion magazine
is that Bush shows just how irrelevant
and impotent the self-important petit-
bourgeois liberal intelligentsia really
is. Always ready with smart remarks,
repelled by the hard work of building
a true alliance with the American
working-class, clinging to their own
sense of superior insight, their most
immediate instinet is to sneer at
Bush’s intelligence, not at his reac-
tionary imperialist politics, to start a
lawsuit in court, not link arms with the
working class in its struggles on the
streets.

No, the time for electoral games is
over. The real challenge to Bush will
not come from Kerry and the Demo-
cratic Party or Nader, but from many
thousands of ordinary working people
who are increasingly being drawn into
struggle against US imperialism, who
will be fighting and organising before,
during and long after the election cha-
rade is over,

Steve Palmer

*Engels to Sorge, 6 January 1892
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Imperialism and Suda

The civil war in oil-rich Darfur, simmering since 1985, escalated into
tragedy for millions of people from February 2003 onwards. The
cqnflict is estimated to have killed between 55,000 and 100,000
people and driven up to 1.5 million people from their land. 110,000
people have sought refuge in neighbouring Chad. Whatever is behind
the attacks on the people in Darfur, the imperialists, aided by a vapid
media and complicit aid agencies, made their own plans long ago, and
they did not include averting a humanitarian disaster, preventing
genocide or ‘providing security for Darfur's
people’. Just as they did at the end of the

19th century

in the rush for gold and

diamonds, in a renewed competitive rush to
plunder the oppressed nations of the world
for their natural resources, especially oil, the
imperialists are intent on neo-colonising and
controlling Africa’s vast resources. CHARLES

CHINWEIZU reports.

ccording to Human Rights

Watch (HRW), the Sud-

anese military and gov-
ernment-backed  militia
(Janjnweed, of Arab de-

scent) have been indiscriminately
bombing civilians, destroying vil-
lages and conducting brutal raids
against African ethnic groups, in-
cluding routine rape of women and
girls and abduction of children. The
internal conflict is posed as cthnic
strife when the real driving force for
the violence which is victimising
millions of poor people is the owner-
ship and control of Sudan’s oil.
Sudan does not manufacture heli-
copter gunships or fighter bombers
— they have been supplied covertly
by the US (or directly via clients
Saudi Arabia, Yemen and Egypt),
Russia and China. Fighting against
the government in the south, includ-
ing in Darfur, are the Islamist
Justice and Equality Movement
(JEM) and the ‘secular radicals’ of
the Darfur Liberation Front (now re-
named the Sudan Liberation Army/
Movement (SLA/M). The rebels are
well armed, mobile, have good intel-
ligence and claim to have popular
support. Behind these armed groups
are the funds, arms and training
provided by Israel, the US, Britain
and France who act through neigh-

ium, used extensively in the pharma-
ceutical/chemical industries) are in
South Africa. Coltan (also known as
columbite and a key component in elec-
tronic devices such as PlayStations,
laptops and mobile phones) is a pre-
cious ore found almost exclusively in
DRC.

Sudan is wealthy in mineral re-
sources such as gold, uranium and
chromium, and discovered vast untap-
ped natural gas and oil reserves per-
haps as large as Saudi Arabia’s in
1978. Sudan only began exporting oil
in October 2000, mostly to China. Con-
tainment of China, especially its en-
ergy supplies, has long been a key pol-
icy ambition of the US. African oil
reserves are estimated at 100 billion
barrels or 10% of world reserves. Out-
put has increased by 36% in 10 years
compared with 16% for the rest of the
world. Sub-Saharan Africa already pro-
duces more (4m barrels/day) than Ven-
ezuela, Iran and Mexico combined,
and is the source of approximately
20% of US oil imports, expected to
rise to 25% by 2015. Additionally,
vast untapped reserves (estimated at
24 billion barrels) were discovered in
the Gulf of Guinea archipelago in
1994-95. This is shared by Sdo Tomé
and Principe, Cameroon, Equatorial

~ Guinea, Angola, DRC, Gabon, Congo

‘Brazzaville and Nigeria — all oil pro-
ducers. o G X

tion thousands of rapid deployment
and semi-permanent troops in -and
around the horn of Africa (Somalia,
Sudan, Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia) and
throughout West Africa. Two oil
routes are at the centre of US plans:
the Chad-Cameroon pipeline in the
west, and Sudan’s Hegleig-Port Sudan
(Red Sea) pipeline. Chad, a French
neo-colony, also has oil, and there is
talk of building a pipeline from Chad
to Sudan. France has announced it will
deploy 200 troops, previously ‘train-
ing Chadian forces in peacekeeping
duties’ to *secure the Chadian side of
the border’ with Sudan. In May 2003,
a permanent US command base with
2,000 troops was established at Camp
Lemonier, Djibouti, a desert country
with no apparent resources or strategic
importance except for its position near
the Sudanese pipeline. It juts out into a
small maritime zone through which
25% of all world oil production passcs.

Equatorial Guinea is among Af-
rica’s five biggest oil producers. In
2002 it was revealed that two-thirds of
its oil concessions had been awarded
to US companies with close ties to the
Bush administration. Keen not to be
left out, in March 2004 Britain and
Spain funded a failed coup attempt,
led by racist, apartheid-era thugs with
links to the CIA, MI6, the Thatcher
family and Texan oil operators (see
page 4). Britain is now a net importer
of natural gas and oil and sections of
the British establishment freely admit
that this is the real reason they have
courted Libya and invaded Iraq.

Since the defeat of the US incur-
sion into Somalia 1992-94, the US has
put in place a number of training pro-
grammes for African army officers.
These are co-ordinated by the US
Army’s European command (US-
Eucom). Techniques learned from US
operations in Latin America and Viet-
nam and Laos are passed on to African
armies. Recent visits to Africa by
President Bush, Colin Powell and US-
ucom deputy commander General
Wald are intended to further bind
African states to US imperial power.

>
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Powell declared the situation in Dar-
fur amounted to ‘genocide’. Foreign
Office minister Chris Mullins agreed
‘it may well be genocide’ although it
‘hasn’t been demonstrated yet’. In-
deed, Pieter Feith, an adviser to the
EU’s foreign policy chief Javier Sol-

ana, had found ‘no evidence of geno-

cide’ after a trip to western Sudan.

Nonetheless, Britain and the US are

pushing the UN Sccurity Council for

an international commission to inves-
tigate, and a second UN resolution
calling for punitive measures includ-
ing sanctions against Sudan’s ‘petro-
leum sector’. The EU has already im-
posed sanctions and is calling for a
greater presence of ‘military observers’
from the African Union (AU).

~ While this global manoeuvring
~ goes on, most victims of Darfur’s civil
~war will die of starvation, malnuiri-

tion and diseases such as cholera,

-malaria, hepatitis and diarrhoeal and

espiratory diseases. None of the US’s
erous aid’ was intended to help

- million black Africans who
AIDS or the three million who
HIV in 2003 alone. USAID
r Andrew Natsios claimed
no point providing anti-
cation as ‘Africans don’t
at western time is’. Despite

st of those in need of
€ in Africa, only 1% of
drug market is based in

Africa. This racism, that denies essen-
tial medicines to black Africans, passes
without mention, but the racism we
are supposed to notice is the politi-
cally useful one of Arabs against
blacks. Racism is in fact the culture of
imperialism: ‘anti-terror’ raids, hijab

bans, Islamophobia and racial dis-
crimination at every level of society in
the US and Britain.

‘What the people of Darfur need are
not: more imperialist troops or their
proxies, but an end to the system that
denies them miedicines, funds both
sides in wars, fosters divisions and
racism, trains and arms terrorists and
torturers, and supports slavery — all for
profit. They need the destruction of
imperialism. |

Material for this article was drawn
from various sources, including: Hanns
W. Maull, Raw Materials, Energy and
Western Security, 1984, Macmillan;
Noam Chomsky, American Power and
the New Mandarins, 1969, Pantheon
Books (Random House); Jean-Chris-
tophe Servant, ‘The new Gulf oil
states’, Le Monde Diplomatique, 8
January 2003; Jamie Wilson et al. The

- Guardian, 26 August and 10 Septem-

ber 2004; Declan Walsh, The Indepen-
dent, 16 March 2004; Paul Lashmar,
T(’re Independent, 14 March 2004;
Pierre Abramovici, ‘United States: the
new scramble for Africa’ Le Monde
Diplomatique, § July 2004.
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Discontent in the

ver the past two years
Saudi Arabia has been
rocked by numerous
bombings and attacks by
groups aligned to Al
Qaida, in particular on 12 May 2003
when 35 foreign workers were killed
in a compound in Riyadh, and on 29
May 2004 when militants attacked a
similar housing compound in
Khobar, killing 22. Many journal-
ists have also been targeted includ-
ing BBC correspondent Frank
Gardner and cameraman Simon
Cumbers, who were shot in a drive-
by shooting on 14 July 2004 (though
there is circumstantial evidence that
Gardner, an ex-soldier and expert
on Al Qaida, was an MIS agent).
Cumbers died and Gardner was
seriously injured. These attacks how-
ever represent only the fringe of
what is a wider discontent at the
deterioration of the Saudi economy
and the absolutist monarchic rule of
the Al Sauds — a dynasty that has
ruled brutally for over 70 years.

Historically the ruling Al Saud fam-
ily (which in its extended form is now
believed to have as many as 20,000
members) has always managed to
unite when its rule has been under
threat. But divisions are now opening
between the old guard led by King
Fahd and Crown Prince Abdullah and
some of the younger generation over
how best to deal with calls for reforms
and the poverty and anger in Saudi
society at large. An increase in the price
of world oil has strengthened the Saudi
current-account surplus and has pushed
the Saudi stock exchange up to a record
high, but the increasing income from
oil has gone to maintaining the obscene
opulence of the Al Sauds and not to
Saudi society at large. A whole bour-
geois business layer has been disen-
franchised and left out of this huge
wealth, and it is from here that antago-

. nisms are most notably arising and
spreading down to the increasingly
impoverished working class. Since
1980 real income per head has fallen
by as much as 50% and unemployment
has risen to around 20% — some esti-
mates claim as high as 30%.

An estimated [5-20,000 Saudis
fought for imperialism against the
Soviet Union in Afghanistan and it
was Saudi Arabia, fulfilling a role
which the imperialist countries could
not afford to play directly, that helped
instigate a terrorist uprising against
the democratic revolution in Afghan-
istan. It was the presence of Saudis on
Afghani soil and the financial and mil-
jtary funding and training of the
Taliban regime that exposed Saudi
Arabia as not just an ultra-reactionary
defender of imperialism but also an
attack-dog for imperialist interests. It
was a role that many Saudis bitterly
believe they have not been rewarded
for fulfilling.

Anger from the worsening eco-
nomic conditions has been fuelled by
the imperialist occupation of Iraq
which in tum has been manipulated by
the Islamicists. Half the Saudi popula-
tion are women who, though they
‘make up half the university intake,
have only 6% of jobs and few rights in
society’ (The Economist, 6 May
2004). Shias and non-Islamic labour-
ers from the Far East constitute a sig-
nificant proportion of the country’s

~ inhabitants and the majority of the

- industrial workforce. None. of these

desert kingdom

To date Venezuela, a country going through a
revolutionary democratic process, is believed to
have the world’s third largest oil reserves. Iraqis
believed to have the second largest reserves of oil
and is currently the most unstable country in the
world. Within this context imperialism is having to

- rely on its old ally Saudi Arabia - the world’s

l.?rgest oil producer — more than ever. But the oil-
rich kingdom is itself facing turmoil, as Andrew

Alexander reports.

The aftermath of bombings in the US/Saudi business quarter in Riyadh

groups, let alone a large portion of
Saudi national workers, have anything
to gain from another deeply repressive
and reactionary regime. However,
there is no sign yet of a democratic
and progressive opposition emerging.
Recent calls for political reform
and better human rights were sparked
by an unprecedented rally in Riyadh
just after a conference by the Saudi
Arabian Red Crescent (itself an
unusual event) in October 2003,
which led to over 270 arrests. It was
these calls, as much as the kidnap-
pings and bombings of Weslerners,
that are a cause of anxiety for imperi-
alism and the Al Sauds. Some imperi-
alist analysts claim there need not be
such cause for concern, stating that
Saudi Arabia can no longer have the
same economic clout on the world's
economy that it had in the 1970s.
They argue that use of alternative
energy sources, new discoveries of oil
fields from Alaska to the Caspian and
an increase in output from Russia aller
the collapse of the Soviet Union have
had the combined effect of making the
world less reliant on the Saudis. This
is nonsense. Imperialism needs Saudi
oil as it is dependent on a stable sup-
ply of oil — the movement of peoples
and goods cannot exist without it. A
rapid fall in supply leading to a signif-
icant price rise will have a knock-on
effect that could exacerbate global
capitalist crisis. Not only does Saudi
Arabia have the largest reserves of oil;
it is also a swing producer. ‘Unlike

other countries, the Saudis keep sev-
eral million barrels per day (bpd) of
idle capacity on hand for emergencies
(that is they deliberately hold back on
what they could immediately drill),
This spare capacity allows the Saudis
to moderale oil-price spikes. They
have donc precisely this at various
times: during the Iran-Iraq war, when
output from both countries was dis-
rupted; during and after the first Gull
war in 1991, when output from Iraq
and Kuwait was lost; and last year
when civil strife in Venezuela and
Nigeria curbed output from both
countries on the eve of last year’s
invasion of Iraq (which itsell dis-
rupted Iragi output)’. (The Economist,
27 May 2004)

Losing control of this huge power
and influence is of immense concern
to imperialism. The markets are based
on confidence and speculation which
are intrinsically linked to stability,
something that was demonstrated with
the Khobar compound massacre which
occurred on a Saturday. Come Sunday,
the Saudi government immediately
announced new security measures,
further arrests of ‘militants’ and reas-
surances regarding the safety ol for-
eign workers. Al the same time they
also called an Organisation of Pet-
roleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
meeting where discussion would be
focused on increasing production. All
this was done with the purpose of
calming the reaction just hours before
Wall Street was due to begin trading

on Monday. With the price of a barrel
of crude now at a 20 year high, it may
only take the symbolic lighting of one
Saudi pipeline to trigger a global eco-
nomic meltdown.

However, despite the attacks which
have taken place, imperialism is hesi-
tant aboul exerting too much pressure
on their friends the Al Sauds. It does
nol matter to the US that 15 of the 19
hijackers on 11 September were Saudi.
The ‘war on terrorism’ is a front for
an imperialist war of terror against
those who do not share imperialism’s
interests. This was why the Bush ad-
ministration attacked Afghanistan and
Iraq, not Saudi Arabia, as the Al Sauds

President Bush with Crown Prince Abdullah

unlike Saddam, still rule in US imperi-
alist interesls. The joint House/Senate
investigation into the 11 September
attacks says the White House blacked
out 28 pages of the report that dealt
with purported links between the
Saudis and the hijackers, (The Inde-
pendent, 7 September 2004). 1t is not
difficult to see why anything detri-
mental to Saudi Arabia is being cov-
ered up. The hypocrisy concerning the
‘war on terrorism’ in general and the
war against Iraq in particular is high-
lighted by the closeness between the
US and Saudi Arabia and most not-
ably demonstrated by the business re-
lationships of the Bush and the Bin
Laden families. It was the Bin Laden

family who funded George W Bush’s
venture into oil in Texas in the 1970s
and continued to do so up to the Il
September attacks. Tn fact, on [ Sep-
tember itsell, George Bush Sr was in a
business meeting in Washington with
one of Osama Bin Laden’s brothers!*
The interests and investments of the
US ruling elass in Saudi Arabia and
vice-versa are immense and the two
states have made it perfectly clear that
these interests will not be threatened.
The same close links are enjoyed
by Britain. Little fuss was made by the
British state when a Briton, Ron Jones,
was arrested on 5 February 2001 and
tortured in relation to some of the
bomb blasts in the kingdom, so that
the Saudis didn’t have to admit they
had a problem with ‘home-grown’ ter-
rorism. Similarly, five British workers
were arrested and subsequently tor-
tured on alcohol related charges in
January 2001. British imperialism does
not care about systematic human
rights abuses such as lashings, ston-
ings and hangings, even if such acts
are meted out against its own citizens,
as long as the country committing
such abuses is an ally. The British rul-
ing class, like the US, did not wish to
rock the boat and has its own links and
networks with the Al Sauds to deal
with such unfortunate ‘situations’
when they arise. The reason is not just
to maintain the oil links — Britain has
the fourth biggest market for Saudi oil
— bul to sustain the lucrative arms
sales that Britain has with the
Kingdom. Britain is the world’s sec-
ond largest military exporter and Saudi
Arabia is its biggest client. The mam-
moth Al Yamamah deal struck in 1986
was Britain’s biggest-ever export
agreement, supplying Tomado, Hawk
and other aircraft and support sys-
tems, and has been worth over £17bn
in sales to date. BAE Systems alone
employs more than 2,500 people in
Saudi Arabia. (BBC News Online).
1t 1s difficult to see at the moment
exactly where the more democratic
forces to the parasitic rule of the Al
Sauds will come from. Presently there
are no unions or workers affiliations
and women in the vast majority of
cases are not allowed in the workplace
or to create their own affiliations or
groups. Any dissent is brutally dealt
with by lengthy prison sentences, tor-
ture or public executions, and socialist
organisations are banned. Amnesty
Intemational cites the Saudi regime as
one of the most secretive and brutal in

the world today where *once someone
is caught in the web of the criminal jus-
tice system, there is only one guaran-
teed outcome — their basic human rights
will be violated” (Amnesty Internat-
ional). It is this record of brutal human
rights violations, as well as its roles in
Alghanistan and in the (irst Gulf war
against lraq that has exposed Saudi
Arabia for what it actually is — a willing
and brutal servant of imperialism. B

* For more details of the extensive links
between the Bush and Bin Laden families
sea The House of Bush, House of Saud - the
secret relationship between the world’s
two most powerful dynasties by Craig
Unger, 2004,
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Health for sal

B NHS plc: the Privatisation of Our
Health Care, Allyson M Pollock, Verso
2004, 271 pages, £15.99,

Allyson Pollock, a public health doctor,
1s Professor of Health Policy and
Health Services Rescarch at University
College London. Her book is a power-
ful and clear description of how a sys-
tem of health care provision in Britain
through the National Health Service
(NHS) is being systematically de-
stroyed. Initially, she argues, this oc-
curred covertly through severe under-
funding and now it continues overtly
with the introduction of the internal
market and private-public partnership
— the complete abandonment of the
NHS founding principles.

Nothing better sums up the state of
the NHS today, she argues at the start
of the book, than the people who run
it. A significant proportion of the sen-
ior managers are people with no train-
ing or experience in public health or
the principles of health care delivery —
arts graduates, ex-army officers and
people who want a change from priv-
ate enterprise. There are virtually no
doctors or nurses or public health spe-

cialists in these posts.

The book examines the reasons
why the Labour government has been
able to move so fast in the direction of
privatisation over the last seven years,
and exposes the role of the companies
and corporations who have moved
their exploitative practices into health
care. It shows why privatised health

care delivery is more expensive than a
state-funded service and devotes sev-
eral chapters to specific sectors of
health care provision, such as hospital
services (which account for two thirds
of health spending), primary care and
long-term elderly care.

The early years of the NHS
Allyson Pollock argues that some of
the founding principles of the NHS

H The Motorcycle Diaries (15) (Walter
Salles, 2004) On general release.

The Mortorcycle Diaries is a collection
of diary entries and letters written by
Emesto ‘Che’ Guevara while he trav-
elled through South America for eight
months with his friend Alberto Gran-
ado. When they set off from Buenos
Aires in January 1952, Che was aged
23, a medical student close to gradua-
tion. Alberto was 29, working in a
hospital in Cordoba, Argentina.

As well as recording their journey,
Che’s diary gives an insight into his
life, personality and his cultural back-
ground. Most importantly Che’s narrat-
ive shows ‘the extraordinary change
which takes place in him as he discov-
ers South America, gets right into its
very hearl and develops a growing
sense of South American identity
which makes him a precursor of the
new history of America’. (Intro

“1o The Motorcycle Diaries,

(Introduction

were compromised from the very
start. In the post Second World War
years Ancurin Bevan (Labour health
secretary) was unable to persuade the
Treasury 1o buy out general practi-
tioner (GP) surgeries and so GPs re-
mained self-employed small busi-
nesses, as did dentists, opticians and
community pharmacists. While hospi-
tals were nationalised, community
health services, preventative services,
child health and public health and
ambulance services remained the
responsibility of local government,
though NHS funded. The existence of
independent contractors was a weak-
ness that was to be exploited (from
1980 onwards) in the dismantling to
come. The most serious of Bevan’s
compromises, however, was the reten-
tion of private practice. NHS legisla-
tion, that private care was never to be
given at the expense of NHS care, has
never been strictly enforced.

Labour extols the market

The NHS was very economical to run
prior to 1980. There was little invoic-
ing (only private patients and external
suppliers) and no bill payments. By
the late 1970s, the NHS was the most
cost effective health service in the
world — but it was already being lab-
elled unaffordable as the economic
crisis hit home.

In 1991 the Conservative govern-
ment in Britain opened the internal
market in the NHS and brushed aside
the costs both in money and loss of
universality and equity. The intemnal
market forced hospitals to supplement
income from commercial retail rentals
and private patients. This led to hospi-
tal foyers becoming the shopping
malls we see today and the contracting
out of hospital car parking and televi-
sion and telephone patient services: it
is now more expensive to park at the
new out of town Private Finance
Initiative (PFI) Royal Infirmary in

Edinburgh than to park at Edinburgh
airport; the use of television costs in-
patients an average of £16 per weck
one [ifth of the basic pension.

Allyson Pollock’s book shows that
the Labour party became dedicated to
destroying the NLIS, with the end of
comprehensiveness, universality and
equity. The newly elected 1997 Lab-
our government continued a savage
squeeze on public services by staying
within the spending limits laid down
by the Conservatives for two years. It
began to denigrate existing public ser-
vices and to extol the imaginary sup-
eriority of the market-based services
in other countries. Simultaneously, it
silenced internal critics, dismissed sci-
entific evidence and discredited, mar-
ginalised and intimidated anyone brave
enough to show people what was hap-
pening (including Allyson Pollock).

When the Labour party took office
in-1997, there were no Private Finance
Initiative (PFI) hospital building con-
tracts finalised. Within months, the
first wave had been signed. PFI was
paid for by major cuts in clinical
budgets and the largest programme of
service closures in the history of the
NHS. Paying back the debt and the
interest and the shareholder’s profits
rests with the hospital trust, The
money comes out of the annual budget
for patient care and is paid back over a
30 to 60 year period. Allyson Pollock
points out that PFI is more expensive
than government procurement of
funds because the private sector can-
not borrow as cheaply as the govern-
ment can and it has to generate profit.
For example in Dartford and Grave-
sham PFI, the initial cost to build the
new PFI hospital was set at £94 mil-
lion but ended up being £115 million.
The cost of servicing this capital rose
from six percent of the annual budget
to 32 percent. PFI completely under-
mines any planning for the health
needs of the loeal population. The first

T

wave of PFI hospital deals
led to an average reduc-
tion of 30 percent in beds
and in some cases a 25
percent cut in the salaries
budget, mainly for nurs-
ing stafT.

Companies and
corporations line
their pockets

The NHS has an annual
turnover of £74 billion,
which provides corpora-
tions and companies
with Jucrative new open-
ings thanks to the Lab-
our government’s strat-
egy of privatisation and
public-private partner-
ship (PPP).

Companies involved in PFI and
PPP include Balfour Beatty, Tarmac,
Jarvis and Siemens. They can expect
to get 12-20 percent of the hospital’s
annual income for 30 or more years.
Large legal and accounting firms are
now lining their pockets with fees
paid out of NHS funds.

Public expenditure data do not
reveal how much NHS money is being
diverted out of clinical care and into
the private sector. Some companies’
profitability and stock market posi-
tions depend entirely on their relation-
ship with the NHS.

Allyson Pollock argues that Lab-
our’s appointment of mainly young
male policy advisers to number 10 and
11 and other offices of cabinet minis-
ters is about the receptiveness of this
generation to market ideology, thus
making these areas of government full
of people from policy think-tanks
sponsored by and networked into in-
dustry. Added with this is the Labour
government’s use of people from the
private sector on secondment to the
civil service, creating a ‘revolving
door’ between public and private

played lepers in the film had been
patients at the actual leper colony.
The cinematography draws inspi-
ration from South America's beautiful
landscape. The same is true of
dirack. As the journey tokes
the next, so too
I.;”l: ind styles which
¢, The scripting and
’%ém,umm_imml, free
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spheres. For instance, Robert Osborn,
seconded from Tarmac Construction
Company who headed the PFI unit in
the NHS. Richard Granger, 37, former
management consultant to Deloitte and
Touche, was appointed director general
of NHS information technology at
£250,000 per year. The book gives
many further shocking examples, in-
cluding, after leaving the cabinet, for-
mer health secretary Alan Milbum’s
£30,000 advisory role to Bridgepoint
— a venture capital firm involved in
financing private health care firms
moving into the NHS.
Health care is moving further and
further away from being a right to
being a commodity. Similarly the ini-
tial aim of the NHS in Britain, that
there should be no link between service
and payment in the minds of the giver
or the recipient, is receding. Allyson
Pollock’s research and writing, is a onl-
liant exposé of the post war govemn-
ments in Britain, be they Conservative
or Labour. It contains invaluable infor-
mation and deserves as wide an audi-
ence as possible. Hannah Caller

from the empty dramatics or clichés
we are so used to in mainstream film.

The film was made with the sup-
port of Che's family and the Che
Guevara Study Centre in Havana.
Where Che’s notes left mysteries, Al-
berto himself, now 82 years old and
living in Cuba, guided the filmmakers,
visiting the crew on location,

Perhaps most significant is the
scene where Che decides to celebrate
his birthday with the people from the
leper colony, who are separated from
the doctors’ and nurses’ living quarters
by the Amazon River. Che swims
across in the middle of the night in a
powerful show of courage and com-
passion. This incident may not have
taken place on Che’s birthday, but it
did take place, and it took him two
hours to swim across the perilous
Amazon, This event symbolises Che's
decision to take the side of the poor
and oppressed, even at risk to his own
life.

Th.c inequality and misery in Latin
Am_enca IS worse today than it was
during Che’s first insights,

As a piece of entertainment, this
film gets top marks. As a piece of art,
It is also wonderful, As an nsight into
early  revolutionary thinking  The
fthlorqm'c'lu Diaries shows us that
being alfected by injustice is perhaps
the first step of every revolutionary.
We can all share part of that, ]

Ehthesham Haque



Her Majesty’s Pleasure

In the last issue we reported on the economic and political background to
mass imprisonment in the United States, where a staggering two million
people are behind bars and another five million on probation or parole.
This article looks at Britain, where the last decade has seen a massive
rise in imprisonment. In both countries it seems clear that over the last 25
years successive governments have accepted that to protect the
privileges of their middle class supporters, they need to keep a sizeable
section of the working class behind bars. NICKI JAMESON reports.

n 3 September 2004 the

prison population of Eng-

land and Wales was 74,776.

This is equivalent to 143

out of every 100,000 peo-
ple — the highest rate of imprison-
ment in western Europe.

A further 3,509 people are on ‘home
detention curfew’, having been re-
leased from prison to be monitored by
electronic tagging for the last few
months of their sentences. Another
200,000 are under the supervision of
the probation service: 70% serving
‘community sentences” and 30% hav-
ing been released from prison senten-
ces on parole or other forms of post-
imprisonment licence. Even without
taking into consideration people on
bail awaiting trial with curfews, resi-
dence and other conditions, or those
detained in immigration detention
centres or psychiatric institutions, this
adds up to some 278,000 people who
are subject to imprisonment, proba-
tion or parole of some form or another.
This is equi 10 533 out of every
100,000 citizens of England and
Wales or one person in every 187.

Thatcher's war on the

working class

In 1901 the average prison population
was 15,900 — equivalent to 49 out of
100,000. With various fluctuations
and an average rise of 800 per year
(males only) continuously from 1946,
it had reached 40,000 by 1971.

In 1979 the Conservative Party won
the general election and Margaret
Thatcher became Prime Minister. She
announced there was “no such thing as
society’ and made it clear she was
declaring war on the working class. In
her first five years she took on the
trade unions, most notably the miners
(1984-5), and the Irish Republican
movement (1979-81). She attacked
‘municipal socialist’ local councils,
capped rates, sold off council houses
and prepared for the introduction of
the poll tax. The gap between rich and
poor began to widen: between 1979
and 1989 the income of the poorest
tenth of people fell 6% while that of
the richest tenth rose by 46%.

‘Not surprisingly there was resist-
ance in the shape of strikes, demon-
strations and the inner-city uprisings
of 1980, 1981 and 1985. The IRA
tried unsuccessfully to wipe Thatcher

out at Bngluon in

grade” intelligence and co-opting com-
munity leaders.

An almost inevitable consequence
of widening inequality and i Increasing
police power was a rise in imprison-
ment. However, at this stage it was
more a spin-off from punitive policies
than a policy in itself and the prison
system was not ready for a really mas-
sive hike in numbers. Most prisons
had been constructed in Victorian
times, were already overcrowded and
insanitary and were controlled by the
vicious thugs of the Prison Officers
Association.

Between 1986 and 1991 the prison
population was reduced from 46,800
to 44,800 by a series of emergency
measures as the government was forced
to respond to chronic overcrowding in
the decaying prisons. These interven-
tions came too late to prevent massive

unrest, repeated rioting and the his-
toric uprising of prisoners throughout
the system in 1990.

That uprising, which began at
Strangeways prison Manchester on 1
April 1990, marked the turning point
in British penal history in the same
way the heroic actions of prisoners at
Attica in 1971 did in the US. Beneath

a thin veneer of concern at the dread-
ful conditions exposed by the protests,
the government made preparations (o
ensure it would never lose control
again.

For a brief period politicians were

aback ir 'oompeucd to state publicly that im-

~should be a last resort.

The temporary fall in prison num-
bers was quickly reversed and from
1993 onwards lip-service to liberalism
was replaced by the virulent ‘prison
works’ campaign led by then Home
Secretary and current- Tory leader
Michael Howard. All subsequent Prime
Ministers and Home Secretaries of
both parties have campaigned with
increasing fervour for more punish-
ment and incarceration. This is de-
spite the fact that as far as cutting
crime goes, prison clearly does not
‘work’. If it did, the US would be the
safest and most crime-free country in
the world.

Labour continues the war

The Labour Party swept to victory in
the 1997 general election, reaping the
fruits of the discontent with prolonged
Tory rule. However, Labour’s main
pre-election pledge was ‘more of the
same’. No change to Tory spending
plans; no repeal of any repressive laws
implemented over the previous 18
years. In fact Blair would do better, go
further, interfere where even the Con-
servatives had not dared. As Larry
Elliot, one of the few honest commen-
tators at the time, wrote in The
Guardian ‘[having decided that it will
not regulate the markets] New Labour
will regulate the people instead, im-
posing a panoply of social controls to
ensure that the problems caused by
uncontrollable unregulated economy —
crime, juvenile delinquency, family
breakdown — don’t threaten the com-
fortable lifestyles of its new middle
class constituency.’

A 2004 Institute of Public Policy
Research report shows that since 1997
the rich have continued to get richer.
The richest 1% of the population in-
creased its share of national income
from around 6% in 1980 to 13% in
1999. Between 1990 and 2000 the per-
centage of wealth held by the wealthi-
est 10% of the population increased
from 47% to 54%.

Policing this unequal society in-
volves large amounts of money and
large amounts of rhetoric, While the
real aim is to protect the ruling and
middle classes and their privilege, it
must constantly appear as if new ‘anti-
crime’ measures are universal and
aimed at the protection of all,

In November 1999 Labour Home
Secretary Jack Straw announced: ‘a
crusade against crime... five year tar-
gets...for the reduction of vehicle
crime, of burglary and of robbery, ...
the biggest ever investment in public
CCTV security sysiems and a new
ring-fenced crime fighting fund part
of which will be used to enable forces
10 recruit, train and pay 5,000 new
0

licers”,
Shaw pmotad the pop criminology

~used to justify the New York-style
‘nm tolerance/quality of life’ polic-
! William

Bratton and Rudi Giul-
‘there is now very clear evidence
disorder and anti-
-ﬂu bud, to repair

Above and left: Protesting prisoners on the roof at Strange\uays prison.
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vandalised windows or keep truants in
school, can lead directly to more seri-
ous offences and higher crime rates’.

By March 2004 Straw’s successor,
David Blunkett, could announce with
pride that ‘police numbers in England
and Wales have reached a new all time
high of 138,000 — an increase of
11,000 since 1997...They take the
total number of the extended police
family to more than 212,000, includ-
ing 3,346 community support officers
(CSOs), 11,037 special constables and
63,000 police staff’.

The result of the importation of the
‘zero tolerance approach’ has been the
proliferation of laws against ‘anti-
social behaviour’. Anti-Social Behav-
iour Orders were first introduced in
1998. Between 1999 and 2003, 1,911
were issued against individuals in
England and Wales. The latest legisla-
tion allows the police blanket powers
to disperse or ban groups of people
from designated areas. Breaching any
of these orders can lead to imprison-
ment.

The ability of the state to lock up
vast numbers of people without bring-
ing criminal charges will mean im-
prisonment becomes even more a
‘normal’ part of the lives of large sec-
tions ol the working class.

Routine imprisonment is already
the experience of the black working
class, and can be clearly linked to
institutionalised racism and lack of
opportunity in education or employ-
ment. Between 1998 and 2002 the
number of black and minority ethnic
people entering prison i England
and Wales increased by 37% — more
than eight times the increase in white
prisoners. Black pupils are four 1o
six times more likely to be excluded
from school than white pupils are,
although no more likely to truant than
other pupils. In 1998, 5.8% of white
people of working age were unem-
ployed but among the minority ethnic
community it was more than double
at 13%,

Behind bars

Within the prison system, all those
who argued after Strangeways over
how much carrot and how much stick
should be used on prisoners have
had the opportunity to promote their
own pet projects. Psychologists, psy-
chiatrists, probation officers, career
governors and criminologists have

formulated ‘offending behaviour pro-

grammes’, ‘privilege schemes’, special

unit regimes and management strat-

egies. Armies of civil servants end-

lessly produce new directives. Per-

haps the single contentious pledge

made by Labour prior to 1997 — not

to privatise the prison system — has

been reversed and all new prisons

are now built and run by private

companies.

Some prison officers have been co-
opted into the psychobabble approach,
and now exercise power by writing
parole reports, sentence plans and
behaviour warnings. Good reports can
reduce a prisoner’s sentence by years
while adverse ones can ensure no
parole is granted and the time is served
in the worst conditions. Other prison
oficers have simply carried on in the
old way, ruling the roost by violence, as
is confirmed by the never-ending reve-
lations of assault and victimisation at
Wormwood — Scrubs,  Wandsworth,
Parkhurst, Full Sutton and Frankland
prisons, (0 name just a few.

Since the massive protests of 1990
there has been only sporadic resist-
ance, and the instances which do
oceur, often within segregation units
where prisoners forced to the limit by
the naked brutality that goes on out
of sight fight back by any means at
their disposal, are olten not publi-
cised, FRET will continue © support
all resistance by prisoners to the con-
ditions ol incarceration and o make
the link between the brutalising of
prisoners and the wholesale attack
on the working class perpetrated by
British governments during the last
25 years.
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It is now four years since the
second Intifada erupted in
Palestine in response to
Israeli oppression, occupa-
tion and provocation. It is
also  four years since
RCG/Fight Racism! Fight
Imperialism! (FRFI) help set
up the boycott pickets of
Marks and Spencer (M&S)
and the Victory to the
Intifada group (VTI). M&S
has supported the Zionist
project since the 1920s.
Zionists claim that the foundation
of Israel was a necessary measure
against racism and ethnic cleans-
ing. However, in 1941, when the
Nazis introduced their final solu-
tion for extermination of the
Jewish people, Lord Marcus
Sieff, M&S Chairman, advocated
ethnic cleansing of the Arab pop-
ulation of Palestine. This racist
hypocrisy has always been at the
heart of the Zionist project and
remains so foday, as protesters
from VTI and FRFI have recently
seen across the country.

Over the summer in Man-
chester, groups of Zionist thugs
and British fascists who support
them, attempted to intimidate VTI
protesters off the streets. These
attacks followed attempts by the
local council and police to harass
picketers into giving up. In late

July, two Manchester picketers

lost an appeal against trumped up
charges of highway obstruction
and have to pay costs of £1,100.
We were also forced to move our
campaign stall from outside M&S
where it has been for four years.

Two days afier the court case,
on 31 July, police imposed con-
ditions under Scction 14 of the
Public Order Act to limit the
number of protesters and to serve
the Zionists by moving us out of
view of M&S. For the next five
weeks our Saturday pickets con-
tinued with a good turnout, while
a small rabble of Zionists stood
around hurling racist insults,
provocative abuse and taking
photos, all to no avail. Our deter-
mination forced concessions
from the police and an almost
full return to the front of M&S.

On 11 September, right-wing
extremists again mobilised a 70-
strong turnout against us, oppor-
tunistically using the anniversary
of the US tragedy for their own
racist ends, blaming the Muslim
population of Britain for the ter-
rorist attacks in Madrid and the
school massacre in Beslan, and
linking the VTI picket with ter-
rorism. With police supervision,
they had set up a stall in the place

where we had been forbidden by
court to do so0!

Our own regular stall was
trapped in a police cordon allow-
ing the fascists to surround us.
We faced more racist abuse (see
letters, page 15) against both
black and Jewish comrades who
were picked out for harassment.

A Jewish picketer was threatened
with physical violence against
him and his family. The police
showed their loyalties, threaten-
ing to arrest us for ‘racism’ when
handing out our leaflets and
threatening to impose Section 14

conditions. The picketers unani-
mously refused to abide by the
order. We staged a sit down with
linked arms to resist and the
police backed down.

The following Saturday a
small group of Zionists turned
out to celebrate the atrocious acts
committed against Palestinian
refugees 22 years ago at Sabra
and Shatilla.

In London, police have
shown the same pro-Zionist atti-
tude, ignoring provocation by the
fascist counter-picketers, who
chant ‘Nazi scum off our streets’
at us! On 19 August, police
arrested a long-standing Palestin-
ian campaigner. Exposing the
systemic racism of the British
police, the comrade was thrown
to the pavement and sat on by six
police officers, among them the
Inspector who covered the com-
rade’s mouth, Angry protesters
and passcrs-by surrounded the
police, demanding our comrade
be allowed to breathe and chant-
ing ‘racist police ofT our streets’.
The picket then marched to the
police station and protested for
his release. The comrade will
appear in court in late October.

The Thursday evening pickets
in London have sustained a good
turnout, lively atmosphere and
receive a positive response from
the public. Nearly every Satur-
day there are stalls outside local
M&S stores around London, also
demanding imperialist hands ofT
the Middle East and an end to the
occupation of Iraq and Palestine.
Every month the LSE FRFI stu-

Rock around the Blockade ro
‘Venezuelan referendum -

dent society hosts an educational
meeting which alternates be-
tween discussions of Palestine
and the Middle East, and Cuba
and Latin America. September’s
talk and discussion was about the
second Intifada. There are also
monthly campaign meetings for
VTI. The next project is a VTI
information pack, covering
issues from M&S links to
Zionism to the life under occupa-
tion in Palestine.

Police and Zionists attack the picket outside M&S in Manchester

Regular stalls of M&S con-
tinue on Saturday’s in Dundee
and Glasgow and FRFI joined
the Big Blockade of Faslane
Naval Base in early August, to
point out where the weapons of
mass destruction are really held.
FRFI held a meeting about the
Venezucla Bolivarian Revolu-
tion, with the documentary The
revolution will not be televised,
followed by a lively discussion.
Elsewhere in the country, in

comrades in

August ~ FRFI
Canterbury held a stall outside
M&S followed by a meeting to
discuss imperialism and capital-
ism. In Durham comrades sup-
ported a protest against deaths of
women prisoners outside Dur-
ham’s Newton Hall prison.

FRFI university student soci-
eties now exist at LSE and
North London Metropolitan in
London, Salford in Manchester
and Strathclyde in Glasgow.

Events

CANTERBURY

Saturday 2 October:

Stall outside M&S, The Parade,
12-2pm, followed by meeting on
Zionism and the Palestinian

07821 175 397

DURHAM

For information about pickets of
M&S in Silver Street call:

07813 073 846

LONDON

Every Thursday:

Picket of M&S, Oxford Street
(Marble Arch End), 6-8pm,

Street stalls every Saturday,
12-3pm.

Wednesday 3 November:
discussion about Palestine, 7pm,

Intifada, 3.30pm. Phone for details:

London School of Economics.
Wednesday 17 November:
FRFINTI campaign meeting, 7pm,
London School of Economics.

For details email:
victoryintifada@hotmail.com or
call: 020 7837 1688.

To contact LSE FRFI society email:
frfi_lse@yahoo.co.uk

MANCHESTER
Every Saturday:
Picket of M&S, Market St,
Manchester City Centre, 12-3pm.
Sunday 3 October:
FRFI anti-imperialist forum ‘Che
Guevara —the legacy of a
revolutionary’, 2pm at
Cross Street Chapel.
For more information on these
and other activities email:

manchesterfri@
revolutionarycommunist.com
To contact Salford University
FRFI society email:
salfordfrfi@hotmail.com

MIDLANDS
For information on activities email
midlandsreg@hotmail.com

SCOTLAND

Thursday 7 October:

Injustice — deaths in police custody
and the struggle for justice by the
families of victims. Video and
discussion, 7.30pm, Friends
Meeting House, Elmbank Crescent,
Glasgow.

For information on Saturday stails

and pickets call: 07779 785529 or

email: friiscotland@yahoo.co.uk

-a victory for all anti-imperialists

The victory for the Bolivarian
Revolution in Venezuela in the
referendum on 15 August is not
felt only within Venezuela, but is
of huge significance to the Cuban
Revolution and the whole of the
revolutionary movements in
Latin America. With 58.25 per-
cent of the vote, the Venezuelan
people ratified President Hugo
Chavez and the revolutionary
process. i :

Rock around the Blockade

siasm among the Venezuelan
people and their commitment to
continue building the Bolivarian
Revolution. Rock around the
Blockade used data from Cuba
on health, education, literacy, the
Battle of Ideas, youth, older peo-
ple, gay people and people with
disabilities to illustrate how a
socialist society is able to care

life and their future. We also
e S

for its inhabitants, their quality of

tory to go unchallenged (see
review of his book in FRFI 180).

In Glasgow, RATB activists
went to Mike Gonzalez’s book
launch at Borders bookstore.
Ignoring the catcalls and groans
from assembled SWP stooges,
the comrades asked Gonzalez to
back up his assertions about a
lack of democracy in Cuba.
Bizarrely Gonzalez claimed that

was not about Cuba! At

office@rath.org.uk
www.ratb.org.uk

Sey

= =

death in combat. This includes a
stall with petitioning at Cam-
den on Saturday 2 October, 12-
2pm, meet outside Camden
Town tube, a meeting on
Wednesday 8 Octob at
London School of Economics
WC2 at 7pm and an evening of
live music, poetry and politics
on Saturday 9 October at the
Yorkshire Grey pub, on the cor-
ner of Grays Inn Road and
Theobalds Road WCI from 8pm
onwards. All welcome at all
events.

Join our egroup for regular up
to the minute news and views

f working-class youngsters who
(travelled down from Toxteth,
erpool to show solidarity with

S Revolution and rap
lives. The night

fro_m and about Cuba by emailing
<viva_cuba-subscribe@yahoo
groups.com> and join RATB by
sending a cheque made payable
to Rock around the Blockade for
£10, £4 or £2, then you will
receive our newsletter and will
- be contributing to our work.
~ Get active and get involved
s -'—tle US blockade, the tighten-
ng  imperialist noose, the
effects of the hurricane and
1 lb?ve all the revolutionary
~ Spirit of the Cuban people all
mean that Cuba, now more
than ever, needs our support.

3NN
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CHOOSE THE

I you believe that the treachery

of the opportunist British labour
and trade union movement must
be challenged, then there is no

altemative - Join the RCG!
1 would like to join/recelve
about the RCG

| would like to join an
Supporters Group [:l
Name

more information D
FRFI Readers &
Address

SUBSCRIBE
to the best
anti-imperialist
newspaper in Britain

FIGHT RACISM!
FIGHT IMPERIALISM!
L= o s

Subscription rates:
« Britain (inc N. Ireland): £6 for 6
issues, £11 for 12 issues

= Europe (Air): £9.50 for 6 issues,
£18 for 12 issues

* Rest of world (Air PPR): £11 for
6 issues, £21 for 12 issues

* Rest of world (Air-sealed): £18
for 6 issues, £35 for 12 issues

» Libraries and institutions: dou-
ble individual rates

Make cheques/POs payable to

/hdd £5 for foreign currency cheques.

I wish to subscribe to

FRFI beginning with issue

Name

Address

I enclose payment of £ for

Bl issuesatrate
Beturn this form to: FRF,

FLap

D it

éathm destroys

the environment

In September Prime Minister Blair
said global warming *has become

- alarming and is simply
unsustainable in the long term’. It
was not a matter of adjustments: *1
mean a challenge so far-reaching in
its impact and irreversible in its
destructive power, that it alters
radically human existence....]
mean in the lifetime of my children
and possibly my own'.

Earlier this year the Chinese

State Environmental Protection

|

l reccived your August
September issue which, as usual, 1
have read with most interest. |
would like to congratulate Helen
Yaffe on her excellent review of
Mike Gonzalez's Che Guevara
and the Cuban Revohution. Having
read before about the content of Mr
Gonzalez's book, it is very
encouraging to see that the truth

FRFI BCM Box 5909 London WC1N 3XX

e-mail: regfrfi@easynet.co.uk

website: www.revolutionarycommunist.com and www.regfrii.easynet.co.uk

has been, once again, unveiled on
your pages

On behalf of Rene, Ramon,
Antonio, Fernando and myself, 1
would like 1o reiterate our
profound gratitude to our brothers
and sisters of the Revolutionary
Communist Group, Fight Racism!
Fight Imperialism!, Viva Cuba and
Rock around the Blockade for your

FRFI unveils the truth

continual and tireless solidarity
with Cuba and the Cuban Five,

Hasta la victoria siempre!

GERARDO HERNANDEZ NORDELO
#58739-004

US Penitentiary-Lompoc, 3901
Klein Blvd, Lompoc, CA 93436,
USA

°\‘er the last year, 1 have

been involved in the picket of
Marks and Spencer here in
Manchester. During this time the
picket has been subjected to a
barrage of physical and verbal
intimidation and racist abuse by
Zionists, defending Israel, ‘the
only democracy in the Middle
East’. Far from defending Jews
from racism, they have, instead,
singled out Jewish members of the
picket in particular for vitriol.
Threatening to go around to their
homes and *sort them out’, the
Zionists shout racist abuse in

On 11 September | attended
what should have been a Marks
and Spencer picket in Manchester.
I'say *should’ because at no point
were we actually able to get within
ten feet of the store. The police had
placed a cordon all around our stall
and this allowed the Zionists,
numbering about 80, to completely
surround us. When | attempted to
hand a leaflet to an onlooker, a
Special Branch officer said he would
arrest me for ‘being a racist’! Yet
shortly after, a known Zionist

Racist Zionists

Yiddish, threaten their families —
*Your mum will be saying the
Kaddish [Jewish prayer for the
dead] soon’, call them ‘Judas’,
*defenders of suicide bombers’
and “terrorists’. Through the
Zionist paper, The Jewish
Telegraph, they also publicise
their addresses, regularly. The
Zionists also attack Muslims on
the picket, calling one a *wog’
and a ‘Paki’, telling another to
“shave her beard’ and ‘go back
to Pakistan’, as well as the usual
‘you are all terrorists’. As a black
man, I have never gone more than

Jjournalist was allowed by police 1o
come inside the cordon and make
notes on what our placards said.
Later on another policeman laughed
and joked with an anti-Semitic
Zionist who was shouting abuse at
aJewish comrade including threats
against his 80-year-old-mother and
explicit threats in Hebrew. Another
officer stood and watched while a
Nigerian picketer was told by
Zionists to “stop hiding your
racism behind your black skin®,
Previous pickets have seen an

a fortnight without being told by
Zionists to ‘go back to where you
came from’, and to ‘stop hiding
your racism behind your skin®.
Other abuses directed at members
of the picket include homophobic
abuse: ‘You like it up your ****
don'tyou? etc; *If I was as ugly as
you, love,, I'd blow myself up as
well’, ‘Fatty”, *Kill all the
Palestinians’, etc. There can be no
doubt that the Zionists are racist,
homophobic, sexist thugs.

PETER APIAMBO
Bury

Asian picketer called a ‘wog’ by
Zionists; black comrades told to
‘go home’; disgusting comments
made about the physical
appearance of picketers; and other
such racist slander from the
Zionists, all while the police
watched or turned a blind eye. If
this doesn’t show police support
for the fascist ideology of Zionism
I don’t know what does.

C GONZALO
Manchester

Irish Republican prisoners at
Maghaberry prison in Lisbumn are
being held in conditions that
contravene their basic human
rights, says former prisoner Diana
MecGlinchey of the newly founded
Irish Republican Prisoners’
Welfare Group.

in March 2004 the Northern
Ireland Prison Service (NIPS)
finally conceded to demands by
Republican prisoners and their
families for physical separation =
from Loyalist prisoners, following
repeated physical attacks and

Americans, we would need the
resources of four worlds 10 do 50"
Capitalism offers no hope for the
future.

dation, £19 million was then
Spent on Lwo separate wings at
Maghaberry — one for Loyalists,
another for Republicans, However,
conditions in the Republican wing
quickly made it obvious that the
demand for separation had been
translated into an enforced regime

of clinical isolation and punishment,
Diana McGlinchey described
the conditions: ‘The money spent
has been devoted solely to security
and control. The wing is full of
CCTV cameras. If there is any type
of incident, including minor verbal
ones, the panic button is hit and the
wing is completely sealed down.’
Republican prisoners are locked
down 23 hours a day and have to
endure almost total isolation, a lack
of recreation, education, little or no
association, and constant,
aggressive strip-searching. One
prisoner was strip-searched 13
times in one day. Prisoners” mail is
constantly delayed for weeks at a
time and the incidence of
harassment of visitors is i

lrish POWs fight for their
human rights

using them as a stick to make
Republicans fall into line and
attempling to renege on
agreements regarding the nature of
the regime in the segregated
Republican wing. Prisoners who
have complained about this have
been punished and victimised.
Diana believes that the prison
authorities are trying o create a
crisis in the separate Republican
wing to justify their initial
opposition Lo it.

Apart from the Irish Republican
Prisoners’ Welfare Group and their
immediate families and friends,
Republican prisoners in
Maghaberry have no means of
political support and

ing
constantly.

The NIPS is treating even the
most basic facilities as privileges,

I They have
invariably been ignored and
ostracised by Sinn Fein, which in
its craven compliance with the so-

Return to Algeria

Tnuchdm\‘n at the airport in
Algiers city was somewhat strange
To think I left that country 12 years
ago and have never been since
Apart from seeing family, | was
also interested in finding our what
progress the country had made, if
any.

To find an economy in crisis and
unemployment at an all time high
was hard to believe. It is only when
you see it that it hits you. But with
so much construction such as new
buildings, roads and bridges it got
me thinking, who are they for?
There is so much movement with
trucks transporting goods and
material between cities

The new building for the
Ministry of Finance occupies the
space of at least two football
stadiums. The new roads and
bridges leading into the city are for
military transport. All of it is part
of a system to support the elite.
The class system is like nothing I
have ever seen.

Even places like the beachhead
where France invaded Algeria in
1830 hadn’t become symbols for
the struggle of the people, but
instead had been converted into
complexes for military personnel
and hotels for the bourgeoisie.

Every day the news is about
what the President has done. The
centre of the city was hil the hardest
by the earthquake and every day
there is talk of progress but nothing
is done. It has been years since the
earthquake hit and the survivors are
still living in huts. Even when there
was no space for everyone the
authorities housed the rest on the
outskirts of the city in pretty much
what looked liké cabins. It’s the
first thing you see going into and
out of the city. Apparently, the
president had done all he could!

Statues and walls dedicated to
the War of Independence, 1954 to
1962, are everywhere as a reminder
of what the country achieved. But
what I won't forget is graffiti on a
wall which read *In 1962 we may
have won our independence but
since then we have lost our
freedoms”.

The People’s Democratic
Republic of Algeria no longer
belongs to the people nor s it
democratic but more of a victim of
something it can't control, the
virus of capitalism.

BADIS YOUSIF
London

called peace process has
completely washed its hands of
those who have refused 1o sell out
or abandon the struggle.

With the Republican leadership
‘on side’, the British state has
wiped out all of the rights and
coneessions won by Irish
Republican prisoners during the
long, hard, bitter years of the 1980s
and is again brutalising and
abusing those who will not cease
the struggle against British
imperialism in Ireland.

JOHN BOWDEN
HMP Saughton

Stop political assassinations in Colombia!

the existence of a *Red Dragon'
Operation, which would involve
the killing of the most important
figures in the opposition. Names
on the list included the Mayor of
Bogotd Luis Garzon, Carlos
Lozano, and the sociologist
Alfredo Correa de Andreis among
many others, the
operation has been dismissed us a
publicity stunt, Correa de Andrels
has already fallen vietim to the
conflict. No one has been formally
accused of his murder. Nor is it
likely that anyone will be, His
words of hope and strength will be
dearly missed,

What we
stand for

produces for people’s needs, not
profit - that ia, a socilalist society.

Capltalist society is based on the
axploitation of the working class by
the ruling capitalist class, for profit.
Internationally, imperialism divides
the world into opprassed and op-
pressor nations: the majority lives in
poverty, while a tiny minority squan-
ders unprecedentsd wealth. By
rastricting production worldwide to
the narow fimits of profit-making,
the basic needs of tha majority of
humanity cannot be fulfllad.

P> In Britain today millions are out of
work with many people - women in
particular - trappad in low wage,
part-time jobs. 25% of the popula-
tion - the majority women and chil-
dren - lives in poverty, with lower |
wages, lower benefit and fewer |
soclal services. Meanwhile, money-
grabbers in the privatised industries |
(like the water authorities) and banks
amass more profits and pay their
directors inflated salaries. The RCG
supports the struggle of the work-
ing class to defend and improve
its living standards.

P Racist attacks are on the in-
crease. The police do nothing to de-
fend black people against attack,
and instead blame black people for
crime. At the same time, Britain's
racist immigration laws are usad to
harass, detain and deport black
people. The RCG fights against |
racism and fascism in all its forms.
We support the right of black peo-
ple to organise and defend them-
selves against racist attack. We
oppose all immigration laws.

P> While the working class bears the
brunt of the crisis, laws like the the
Criminal Justice and Public Order Act
and anti-trade union legisiation have
been introduced to criminalise the
right to protest. The RCG opposes all

anti-working class laws and fights
to defend democratic rights - the
right to organise and protest.

P Britain is an imperialist country,
Ireland is Britain's oldest colony and
the nationalist working class of the
Six Counties is subjected to military
occupation and brutal repression.
The RCG supports the struggle of
nation and cails for the immediate

P Internationally, oppressed nations
are driven Into poverty and debt by
Imperialism as muitinationals extort
superprofits from the labour of the
poor. Throughout Asia, Africa, Latin
America and eastern Europe the
effects of the free market are obvi-
ous ~--low wages, appalling work |
conditions, poverty and starvation |
for the mass of the people; environ-
mental degradation, comuption and |
repression in government. The RCG |
supports the struggle of all op-
|

P L -~

P The RCG supports soclalist Cuba
and condemns the lllegal US block- |
ade. We fight actively in defence |
of the Cuban revolution.

P In the drive for profits, the needs
of human beings and the environ-




On 20 September Home Secretary David Blunkett suddenly
and inexplicably ordered the release of ‘D’, one of the 17 for-
eign nationals certified as terrorist suspects under the post-
11 September 2001 Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act
(ATCSA). Twelve other men are still being indefinitely
detained without trial in high security prisons, two have left
the country ‘voluntarily’, one is out on bail with stringent
conditions; another won a successful appeal against his

T

7~ Paynes Lane site, also in Essex. 700

- nothing

Roma and their families are persecuted all
over Europe

Defend
fravellers
- stop
ethnic

cleansing

‘About 100 riot police and 40
bailiffs arrived at 8am on 26
January at Meadowlands,
near Chelmsford. They
smashed and kicked
everything up. My two-year-
old was hysterical. | was
pregnant with my fourth
child...They towed my
three-bedroom mobile home
off the site and put it on the
road...a few days later it
was set alight. All the
children’s toys and clothes
were in there. I’ve lost
everything. My motheris a
Romany Gypsy and my
father’s an Irish Traveller.”

Over the summer, 26 Roma Gypsies
-and Travellers were evicted from the

Roma living at Dale Farm near
i ﬁceethmne’&tMay C!t is

detention.

The detainees are held on the basis of
secret intelligence reports, revealed
neither to them nor to their legal rep-
resentatives. In August they unsuc-
cessfully challenged their detention in
a case in which the judgement plumbs
new depths of disregard for human
rights, The detainees claimed that tes-
timony against them appeared to come
from false confessions extracted under
torture from detainees at the US pris-
on camp at Guantanamo Bay. They
contested that as such it should not be
put to the Special Immigration Ap-
peals Court, which is responsible for
rubber-stamping their detention. The
court ruled that information extracted
under torture is admissible in a British
court, even if British officials were

present at the time, provided they did
not do the actual torturing.

Between September 2001 and June
2004, 609 people were arrested under
the Terrorism Act 2000 and the
ATCSA. However these arrests and
detentions have led to just 15 convic-
tions to date. Contrary to the press
hype just three of those convicted are
Muslims. The majority of the remain-
der are white and either Irish or
Scottish. They include three Repub-
licans and four loyalists who would
have been convicted under the pre-
existing anti-Irish PTA.

Since 2001 there has been a huge
across-the-board increase in stop-and-
searches under anti-terrorist legisla-
tion, however the increase is sharpest

Raids under anti-terror legislation have
escalated along with stop and search

for Asians amongst whom it has
increased by 302% (from 744 in 2001-
02 to 2,989 in 2002-03). Among black
people it increased by 230% (from
529 to 1,745) and -white people by

Terror raids escalate

118% (from 6,629 to 14,429).

Arrests and raids continue. The
usual pattern is one of massive public-
ity surrounding arrests and searches,
including the releasing by the police
of names, addresses, nationalities and
other personal information. Suspects
are then detained for up to 14 days,
questioned and, in the majority of
cases, either released without charge
or handed over to ordinary police offi-
cers to be charged with petty criminal
offences, or to the immigration serv-
ice. Their families suffer intense
media interest while they are detained,
frequently followed by a combination
of racial harassment and ostracisation.

On 3 August, 13 men were arrested
on suspicion of terrorist related
offences. Three were released without
charge; one charged with a criminal
offence. Eight have been charged with
offences under the Terrorism Act. On
7 September four men were arrested
in Southampton under the Terrorism
Act. At the time of going to press there
is no indication as to whether they
have been charged or released.

Nicki Jameson

Abortion: defend

women’s right to choose

Front pages showing a 12-week old foetus sucking its
thumb, appearing to smile and all but dancing a jig in
the womb; a legal challenge to doctors who aborted a

The review is needed, we are told,
because medical advances mean an
increasing number of premature babies
are now viable at 24 weeks, albeit with
high rates of brain damage or disabil-
ity. Although only around 2% of the
180,000 abortions performed in Brit-
ain each year are carried out after 20
- weeks, attacking ‘late’ abortions has
always been a favoured tactic of the

Prb-chojee

ement. What has long
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20-week-old foetus with a cleft palate; another
‘miracle’ baby thriving at 22 weeks’ gestation - this is
the emotional and meretricious climate in which the
government is to review the 1967 Abortion Act, with a
view to revising the time limit from the current 24
weeks to 22. CAT WIENER reports.

NHS abortion services mean 25% of
women in England and Wales end up
having to go private.

But the biggest failure of the pro-
choice campaign has been, since 1990
when the time limit was reduced from
28 weeks to 24, to accept foetal viabil-
ity as the ultimate determinant of the
right to abortion. Those who accept
this argument ultimately place the
rights of a conglomeration of cells
over the rights of women.

In Parliament, it took a Con-

early pregnancy, she was persuaded
by senior Labour politicians not to.
Blair himself is opposed to abortion.
Anti-abortionists are, fundamen-
tally, anti-women. They hide behind
talk of ‘morality’ and ‘the balance of
human rights’, but their concerns are
restricted to those of the ‘unborn
child’, the foetus. And vyet 1t is groups
like this that campaign vociferously
against adequate sex education, con-
traception and fertility treatment. One
has only to look to the United States
for more extreme examples, fuelled by
far-right Christian fundamentalism.
On his first day in office in January
2001, George W Bush reimposed
Reagan’s Global Gag rule on women
worldwide. This policy restricts
organisations that receive USAID
funds for family planning pro-
grammes using their own, non-US
funds to provide legal abortion serv-
ices or indeed any abortion informa-
tion whatsoever, including in some
cases contraception. It is estimated
that lack of funds for global birth con-
trol programmes resulted in 52 million
unwanted pregnancies last year. Yet
the US is quite happy to maim, murder
and starve real live children the world
over. In the US itself, funding for fam-
ily planning has been slashed; the fed-
eral courts are being stacked with anti-
abortion nominees. Attorney General
John Ashcroft is trying to force
through a ban on partial-birth late
abortions, and the state is gearing up
for a Supreme Court challenge to Roe
v Wade, the landmark ruling that
legalised abortion in the US, These are
the same people who oppose state pro-
grammes to guarantee prenatal care
and nutrition programmes for preg-
nant women and supported the cutting
of welfare payments to women who
haye more than one child. Moreover,
S0 great is their commitment to the

~ sanctity of human life that in the last

25 years there have been over 80,000

acts of violence against abortion clin-

ies including seven murders.

- But, vitally, in the United States,

‘Women are organising to defend their

rights. On 25 April 2004, more than a
people took part in a March

for Women’s Lives in Washington, We
- need to leam from them and organise

100, around some basic rights: free and

~ safe contraception, free abortion on
- demand and free, accessible, 24-hour

childcare would be a good place to
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