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.. Ghaos in Iraq

Writing in The Independent (15 September 2005) Robert Fisk asks a leading
question, ‘Why is it that we and America wish civil war in Iraq?’ The ‘we’ is the

FIGHT RACISM!

British state. A little history of colonial wars provides a few ready answers: divide
and rule; an excuse to prolong the military occupation; deflect the violence away
from the occupation armies; isolate and target the main source of resistance; get
others to do the fighting for you etc. Entangled in an escalating war the US and
British governments are seeking to reduce and focus their military forces in Iraq,
but in doing so threaten to ignite a wider conflagration. The Iragi people’s suffering
continues; their death rate accelerates. TREVOR RAYNE reports.

On 14 September a suicide bomber
lured labourers in a Shia part of
Baghdad with the prospect of jobs. As
they gathered around his van it deto-
nated, Killing 114 people. There were
no Iraqi or occupation [orces in the
vicinity. The attack was claimed by
the Jordanian Abu Musab al-Zarqawi,
leader of al-Qaida in Iraq, as ‘revenge
for the Sunni people of Tal Afar’. The
statement declared war on the Shias.
The victims of the suicide bomb had
not attacked Tal Afar, a city close to
the Syrian border; they had not joined
and were not joining the interim gov-
emment’s forces. The victims were
poor Iraqi workers seeking an income
from work. Their slaughter was sec-

tarian and serves the interests of the
occupying powers.

Several Iraqi resistance groups
issued their own joint statement in
response to the al-Qaida in [raq claim.
They said, ‘the aim of the Iraqi
Resistance and their military strikes
will be directed at the occupiers and
collaborators and nobody else, and the
call for attacking the Shi’ites in gen-
eral is nothing but a fire that will burn
all Iraqis, Sunnis and Shi’ites’. Sheikh
Jawad al-Kalisi, imam of Baghdad’s
al-Kazemiya mosque, told the French
newspaper Le Monde that al-Zarqawi
was killed at the start of the invasion
of Iraq and that he ‘is a ploy used by
the Americans, an excuse to continue

the occupation’. What the imperialists
fear is united Iraqi resistance; their
military capacity could not cope with
Shia and Sunni populations mobilised
across Iraq to demand the removal of
the invaders.

Iraqg Body Count estimated that
from 20 March 2003 until July 2005
average daily civilian deaths due to
the conflict was 34, with the occupa-
tion forces responsible for 98.5% of
these. The death rate in the second
year of the conflict was twice that of
the first year. Women and children
constitute a fifth of the dead. One in
200 is less than two years old.

continued on page 6
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Shoot-to-kill in London

The execution of Jean Charles
de Menezes in Stockwell tube
station on 22 July was a
watershed for the Labour
government’s array of anti-
terrorist measures in the wake
of the 7 July bombings. The
government pretends to be
genuinely combating the
-terrorist threat to Britain: in
fact, its every move is based
on a wealth of experience of
terrorising communmes

across the world. Bloody war

is being waged abroad and
civil liberties systematically
withdrawn here in Britain.

' Prime Minister Blair's warning

~ that ‘the rules of the game

‘changing’ encompas
mdehnlte detention

extracted by torture; arbitrary
detention; restrictions on the
right to a fair trial, to the
freedoms of conscience,
expression and association.
What were once inalienable
human rights can now be
suspended on the whim of a
minister or even a police
officer. The death of de
Menezes lifted the lid on
Labour’s agenda.

The killing

De Menezes, a young Brazilian, left
his Tulse Hill flat in south London on
the moming of Friday- 22 July, to
travel to morth Londou to meet 2

Apparently his block of flats was
placed under surveillance after the
address was discovered in one of the
rucksack bombs which failed to
explode the previous day. According
to the press, the identification of de
Menezes as a suspecl was bizarrely
uncertain as the surveillance officer
was ‘relieving himself’ at the time he
left the flat. What is clear is that he
was fargeted as a suspect and fol-

 lowed.

Metropolitan Police Commissioner

' Sir lan Blair issued a statement that

afternoon claiming the shooting was
‘directly linked’ to ongoing anti-ter-
rorist investigations, The British gut-
ter press were thrilled: ‘Shoot them
all!” read one headline.

killing was deeply regrettable, the
threat is so great that some innocent
people may need to be sacrificed for
the greater good.

On Saturday 22 July, the Met,
forced to issue a statement confirming
that de Menezes was not connected
with terrorism, began the dirty tricks
and counter-information. Menezes,
they stated, was followed by surveil-
lance officers ‘in the Stockwell area’
and ‘his clothing and behaviour added
to their suspicions’. In fact, Tulse Hill
is several miles from Stockwell: de
Menezes could have been stopped
before reaching the tube. The press
was filled with graphic descriptions of
how he ‘bolted down the escalator’
and ‘leapt over the barriers’ and was
wearing ‘a chunky top’ or ‘unseasonal
clothing’ which could have ‘concealed
a bomb’. This was not true: de
Menezes wore a T-shirt and denim
Jjacket, used a travel card, and walked

i-  through the ticket barrier,

Then the Home Office began a

continued on page 2
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Welcome...

‘The greatest of the imperial powers
Is feeling in its own bowels the
bleeding inflicted by a poor, back-
‘_"Val'd Country: its fabulous economy
IS strained by the war effort. Killing
has ceased to be the most comfort-
able business for the monopolies’
(Che Guevara - ‘create two, three,
many Vietnams', message to
Tricontinental, April 1967)

38 years ago on 8 and 9 October
1967, revolutionary communist
Emnesto 'Che' Guevara was captured
and executed in Bolivia where he
was preparing a Latin-American
anti-imperialist guermilla front, fol-
lowing his call to ‘create two, three,
many Vietnams'. His message to the
Tricontinental refers to the coura-
geous struggle of the Vietnamese
people against US imperalism.
Today the poor inflicting bleeding on
the US are the Iragis (see pages 1
and 6).

Once again the US is bleeding in
its bowels, but it is not just the
monopolies that are uncomfortable.
Hurricane Katrina was a natural dis-
aster turned into a human catastro-
phe by the anarchy and inefficiency
of a capitalist system which puts
profits before people every time.
Katrina's thousands of dead are also
victims of the US and Britain's bar-
baric ‘war on terrorism’ (see page
B/9). There is no blood price the
imperialists will not pay in the inter-
ests of their profit, as long as the
system itself is not threatened by
political crisis.

The Katrina catastrophe high-
lighted two things. Firstly, the deep-
rooted racism, which is intrinsically
linked to class oppression, that con-
tinues to dominate US society,
whether or not it is articulated.
Secondly, the steady erosion of
investment into social infrastructure
and welfare provision. These reali-
ties are the constant backdrop of
daily life for the poor in rich capitalist
countries, but they are usually expe-
rienced as a form of individual suf-
fering. With the sheer scale of the
Katrina catastrophe, however, the
suffering was so widespread and
collective that it has created the
potential for the re-emergence of
class-consciousness and class
struggle. That will be a struggle
against poverty and against racism,
in other words, against capitalism.
The hurricane season is not over,
and global warming threatens to
intensify such phenomena. The poor
will realise that they are the vast

website: www.rcgfrfi.easynet.co.uk
www.revolutionarycommunist.com

majority of the world's population
and rise up to take back the wealth
they created with their sweat and
blood. This happened in Cuba when
Che joined Castro and the other
Cuban revolutionaries in the 1950s
(see page 11), and has now begun in
Venezuela (see page 12).

Che Guevara said:

‘We must definitely keep in mind
that imperialism is a world system,
the final stage of capitalism, and
that it must be beaten in a great
worldwide confrontation. The strate-
gic objective of that struggle must
be the destruction of imperialism.’

Wherever we are, we must fight
against imperalism, contributing
however we can. Never underesti-
mate the contribution that every
individual can make, especially in
Britain where there are so few
activists. It took 14 years to build a
significant anti-war movement in the
US against the brutal occupation of
Vietnam and cost 3-4 million Viet-
namese lives. We cannot wait that
long to build a movement against
the brutal occupation of Iraq.

This academic year new Fight
Racism! Fight Imperialism! student
societies are being set up across the
country. We have launched the
Student Anti-Imperialist Network, a
coalition of progressive anti-imperi-
alist forces on campus. Now it is
time to act. It is our duty to fight for
the freedom of those whom our gov-
ernments oppress. We must recog-
nise that we benefit from the

FRFI Fund Drive

FRFI reports on and supports the struggles of the oppressed resisting
imperialism throughout the world. It is the only newspaper in Britain to
expose the true nature of Labour imperialism. We work with all those
who want to build a movement which represents the interests of the
working class and oppressed. In this your support remains vital.
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exploitation of the oppressed major-
ity, and renounce those privileges in
the spirit of international proletarian-
ism which Che Guevara practised so
heroically. We must build a real anti-
imperialist movement in this country.
Not one that makes concessions to
the Labour government, or refuses
to fight anti-terrorism legislation (see
page 3), not one that distances itself
from criminalised migrant communi-
ties, not one that apologises for
armed struggle, placing conditions
on support for national liberation
movements (see page 12). But one
that means what it says: Fight
Racism! Fight Imperialism!

At the 16th World Festival of Youth
and Students in revolutionary anti-
imperialist Venezuela we met people
from all over the planet engaged in
struggles agalnst imperialism, many
of them risking their lives (see page
10). It is clear that the poor and
oppressed of the world are fulfilling
their duty to fight imperialism ‘in a
great worldwide confrontation’. That
duty is not yet being fulfilled in the
imperialist countries themselves, in
the belly of the beast. Help us to
build that movement in Britain. Let's
answer Che Guevara's call and be
part of that great worldwide con-
frontation with imperialism!

Please send your contributions,
written and financial and your
requests for information about our
activities in your areas to:

FRFI, BCM Box 5909,
London WCTN 3XX

How to contact FRFI Student
Societies by email:
B Glasgow University and
B Strathclyde University,
Glasgow
strathclydefrfi@yahoo.co.uk
B Durham University and
B Newcastle University
frii_northeast@yahoo.com
I Salford University,
Manchester
salfordfrfi@hotmail.com
B Sheffield University
sheffieldirfi@hotmail.co.uk
B SOAS University of London
soasfrfi@hotmail.co.uk
B London School of Economics
frfi_Ise@yahoo.co.uk
B Kings College London
frfi_kings@yahoo.co.uk

For more information on the first
national conference of SAIN see

page 14.
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Shoot-to-kill in London

continied from page |

crude attempt to vilify the victim,
leaking stories that de Menezes was
working illegally and had ‘a forged
stamp’ .m his passport implying that
he was less than innocent and that the

police action was justified

The lessons of British rule in
Ireland ]
This catalogue of police and press lies
has been the long rehearsed procedure
of British imperialism wherever it has
ruled — Malaya, Hong Kong, Aden,
India, Kenya — indeed, every site of
imperialist oppression, and nowhere
more so than during its 35-year occu-
pation of the north of Ireland. Since
1969, the Six Counties have been the
proving ground for counter-insurgency.
paramilitary policing and terrorising
communities. The Prevention of
Terrorism Act — introduced overnight
by a Labour government in 1974 osten-
sfhl_v as temporary emergency legisla-
tion, then cranked up annually there-
after — was primarily used to instil fear
in Irish communities. Between 1974
and 1988, 97% of those arrested under
the Act were released without charge.
Only 1% were ever convicted of terror-
ism-related offences. Similarly, of the
700 people arrested under the
Terrorism Act since 1l September
2001, half have been released without
charge and only 17 convicted under the
Act — with only three convictions
related to ‘Islamic’ terrorism,

Muslim and Asian communities are
now on the receiving end of the same
treatment as the Irish. The British
Transport Police announced on | Aug-
ust that ‘we should not waste time
scarching old white ladies’ — they
would target specific ethnic minority
groups for stop and search despite not
being empowered to do so. In early
September, Mayor Livingstone stated,
as evidence of London’s tolerance, that
although *faith hate crimes’ had risen
from 72 in the three weeks before the 7
July bombings to 257 in the three
weeks after, they had now, reassur-
ingly, retumed to the previous level.
What about race hate crimes? Look at
the Institute of Race Relations website
(www.irr.org.uk) for a real picture of
racist attacks since the 7 July bomb-
ings.

Shoot-to-kill

Shoot-to-kill became a central, though
denied, feature of British operations in
Ireland from the mid-1970s onwards.
In 1988 the Gibraltar Three were shot
by the SAS who claimed their lives
were threatened, although there were
no guns or explosives in the vicinity;
in 1982, seven people were shot in a
matter of weeks by a special RUC
anti-terrorist unit. During the trials of
the RUC men involved, it emerged
that the police had consistently lied
under instruction from senior officers.
The subsequent investigation, led by
John Stalker of the Manchester police,
was derailed when he was suspended
on bogus corruption charges. Despite
a later admission by the British gov-
ernment that there was prima facie
evidence of conspiracy to pervert the
course of justice, no eriminal proceed-
ings ensued,

Every time, lies are used to cover up
murder, in Britain as in Ireland. The
1983 Police Complaints Authority
found that the Met police was twice as
likely as other police forces to open
fire, including on the mentally ill.
From the shootings of Steven Waldorf
in 1983 to Harry Stanley in 1999, the
police have lied about the real events
and attempted to vilify the victims.

Sir lan Blair has now admitted that
a shoot-to-kill - or as he prefers to call
it, a *shoot-to-kill-to-protect’ — policy
-exists in Britain. After the Waldorf
shooting, the Association of Chief
Police Officers (ACPO) drew up
guidelines for armed operations. In
2003 these guidelines were secretly

o

Armed, undercover and unaccountable

changed. The details have become pub-
lic as a result of the de Menezes shoot-
ing: police are advised to shoot sus-
pected suicide bombers in the head; no
warning is required if the officer
believes lives are threatened, and the
police involved are not required to
identify themselves. There is no evi-
dence that Jean Charles de Menezes
was given a warning and the armed
police at Stockwell tube wore
T-shirts and jeans.

The Ministry of Defence has admit-
ted that the army provided technical
assistance to the de Menezes surveil-
lance operation. SAS soldiers are
involved in the Special Reconnais-
sance Regiment formed to take part in
anti-terrorist operations, Some sources
claim that at least one of the armed
men photographed outside Stockwell
tube carried a specially-modified rifle
favoured by the SAS and not issued to
the SO19 Metropolitan Police firearms
unit. Specialist counter-terrorist forces,
with experience in the north of Ireland,
have been drafted into London to help
police. There are reports that ‘Special
firearms officers are being deployed
on secondment to MIS, which is open-
ing eight offices in cities including
Glasgow, Manchester, Liverpool,
Leeds and Birmingham. The aim is to
increase the surveillance of terrorist
suspects and to penetrate radical net-
works with informants’.

Ken Jones, Chair of ACPO, main-
tains that while shooting terrorists is
‘not a perfect science’, it is intelli-
gence led. There is little evidence of
this. According to The Observer on 24
July, police are now trained to look
for ‘precursor activities’ indicating
imminent detonation of explosives,
‘thought to include a look of agitation
combined with a sense of disconnec-
tion from the world’. In August, Sir
[an Blair stated that since 7 July there
have been 250 incidents where police
have suspected a suicide bomber and
considered shooting. He promised that
more people could be shot on Lon-
don’s streets.

In contrast, Jean Charles de Men-
ezes’ family, supporters and solicitors
have provided a beacon of truth,
rejecting the blandishments of Labour
ministers and the Metropolitan police
and pointing out that nothing can jus-
tify the Killing of an innocent man.
Solicitor Gareth Peirce expressed
astonishment that the phrase ‘shoot-
to-kill” is used as if it were legitimate.
The Landless Rural Workers™ Move-
ment in Brazil stated: ‘Mr de Menezes
was assassinated in cold blood...a vie-
tim of intolerance’ and called for the
withdrawal of British troops from
lraq.

In the dark days to come, as the
Labour government turns the screw
and police marksmen take aim,
remember this: British imperialism is
on the offensive, treating the lives of
working class and oppressed people as
cheap. This attack creates an identity
of in!eresls = a4 common cause -
between the working class and op-
pressed in Britain and internationally.
This will be the basis on which we
}vill build the movement to destroy
imperialism. The opportunity must be
seized. Carol Brickley
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anti-terrorism laws

On 15 September Home Secretary Charles Clarke published a new draft Terrorism Bill.
Following the bomb attacks on London on 7 July Clarke and Tony Blair had announced their
intention to bring forward planned legislation to extend powers to prosecute anyone guilty of
‘preparation’ for or ‘incitement’ to terrorism. The new Bill goes further, adding a new offence
of ‘glorifying terrorism’ and extending the period of time for which terrorist suspects can be
detained by police without charge from 14 days to three months. This is the effective
reintroduction of internment, which was used against the Irish community in the 1970s.

The main measures in the new Bill

are:

® ‘preparation of terrorist acts®
punishable by a maximum of life
imprisonment;

® ‘cncouraging terrorism’ by indi-
rect incitement, carrying a prison
sentence of up to seven years;

® ‘glorifying terrorism’ — punishable
by up to five years imprisonment;

® providing or undertaking any
Kind of ‘terrorist training’ in any
country, or knowingly attending a
place where such training is taking
place, punishable by up to 10 years’
imprisonment;

® ‘disseminating terrorist publica-
tions’, applicable to anyone who
‘gives sells or lends’ such material,
whether on paper or online — maxi-
mum sentence seven years;

® extension to list of banned groups
from those ‘directly involved in ter-
rorism’ to those who ‘glorify, exalt
or celebrate’ terrorist acts. Hizb ut-
Tahrir has already been named by
Tony Blair as a target;

@ continued bans on organisations
which change their names

ension of offence of criminal

respass 10 licensed civil nuclear
sites;

¢ maximum period of detention of
terrorist suspects extended from
14 days to up 1o three months.

‘Glorifying terrorism’
The controversial proposed offence of
‘glorifying terrorism’ has already
caused the government to do some
bizarre legal gymnastics. Under the
Bill, a criminal offence would be com-
mitted by anyone who ‘publishes a
statement or causes another to publish
a statement on his behalf> which ‘glo-
rifies, exalts or celebrates the commis-
sion, preparation or instigation
(whether in the past, future or gener-
ally) of acts of terrorism’.

However, no doubt following end-
less reminders that had the Terrorism

the Conservative nor Liberal Democrat
parties had so much as murmured
against the earlier proposals, the new
additions caused some controversy and
will be the ground over which the par-
ties ‘bargain’ in the coming weeks.
Tory shadow home secretary David
Davis welcomed most of the measures
but expressed concern about the plan
for three months’ detention without
charge while the Liberal Democrats’
Mark Oaten said that a ‘major rethink’
of the detention proposal and the glo-
rification offence was needed to
secure his party’s backing. Anxious to
make clear that they are not ‘soft on
terrorism’, the Liberal Democrats
insisted that their opposition was prac-
tical and based on concemns over how
the ‘glorification’ offence would be
drafted and interpreted by the courts.
Regarding the extension of detention
without charge, their spokesman
argued instead for more police re-

sources 1o be made available to carry
out investigations during the two-
week period.

The plan to increase detention peri-
ods was denounced by Shami
Chakrabarti, director of Liberty, as
‘the very antithesis of justice’. This is
the same Shami Chakrabarti who, the
day after the London bombing, rushed
to voice her ‘unequivocal respect and
admiration for the leadership shown
by the Home Secretary [who] sig-
nalled effective but proportionate

responses to the threat, which distin-
guish between the innocent and the

guilty’. So there is no likelihood that
Liberty will actually mount any oppo-
sition. Liberty has also, bizarrely,
campaigned for the admissibility of
phone-tap evidence, on the grounds
that this would mean the government
could try those arrested on the basis of
such ‘intelligence’, and would no
longer need control orders or deten-
tion without (rial.

Charles Clarke, whose apparent ini-
tial misgivings about extending the
detention time limit as far as now pro-
posed were widely ‘leaked’, is now
certain to make some ‘concessions’ in
relation to the most controversial
aspects of the Bill. This will probably
result in an extension to the current
14-day detention, but to a period that
falls short of Clarke’s opening gambit
of three months. We should remember
that for many years under the dracon-
ian anti-Irish PTA pre-charge deten-
tion was restricted to seven days, and
even then the European Court of
Human Rights considered that this
was unlawfully long without judicial
scrutiny.

The ‘glorification’ charge is highly
likely to upset the House of Lords,
who have lately been far better guar-
antors of human rights than their
elected counterparts. However, the
whole ‘debate’ is a cynical charade,
designed to insure that the remaining
proposals pass into law without dis-
cussion. These include the outlawing
of ‘indirect incitement’ to terrorism,
which could ultimately prove every
bit as much an attack on the demo-
cratic right to free speech as the ‘glori-
fication’ of terrorism currently subject
to discussion.

Nicki Jameson

Racist attacks intensify

Racially-motivated attacks are
a daily occurrence in Britain,
and since the 7 July London

| bombings have increased

sharply. In many areas,
minority ethnic people,
especially children and the
elderly, live in constant fear,
some too scared to answer
the door. Stones, petrol and
excrement have been put
through windows and doors.
Muslim women and Sikhs
have had hijabs and turbans
forcibly pulled off in public by

vigilante racists.

myv\;ny. The police do nothing to pro-
tect the victims and most attacks have
barely been reported. Since the 1999
MacPherson report into the murder of
Stephen Lawrence, there have been 47
race-hate murders (Institute of Race
Relations, 3 August 2005). Most peo-
ple would struggle to name even one
of the victims.

The racist murder on 11 July of 48-
year-old Kamal Raza Butt, called
“Taliban’ and punched by a mob of
racist youth in Nottingham, was
barely mentioned, let alone con-
demned. The only murder to receive
any coverage was that on 30 July of
18-year-old Anthony Walker, who was
attacked by a sadistic gang of thugs as

“he walked home with his girlfriend

and cousin in Huyton, Liverpool, and

mﬁia of 100 racists
down and attacked three Asian
, two aged 11

seckers continues to intensify, often
with tragic consequences. On 15
September, Manuel Bravo became the
sixth known asylum detainee to die in
custody in the last 12 months; he
apparently committed suicide so his
13-year-old son Antonio wouldn’t be
deported. Manuel Bravo's parents had
been killed and his sister raped in
Angola. Manuel, his wife Lydia and
their two sons, Antonio and Mellyu
fled to Britain in 2001 and settled in
Leeds, Earlier this year Lydia returned
to Angola with Mellyu to care for rela-
tives. A few months later Manuel
learned that his wife had been arrested
on arrival and that both his wife and
son had disappeared.

Manuel and 13-year-old Antonio
were arrested on 14 September and
taken to Yarl’s Wood Removal Centre
to be deported the next day. Now
Antonio may be allowed to stay until
he is 18, when he can apply for asy-
lum.

The Home Office decided that from
1 August 2005 it would recommend

- deportations of Iraqi asylum seekers,

as there was now a ‘viable route of
return’. By 16 August, hundreds of
Iraqjis were detained pending deporta-
tions on specially chartered, cost-sav-
ing flights.

E. ~ Along with this decision went the
- withdrawal of ‘hard case support’ -
~ accommodation, food and other basic

essentials provided under section 4 of
the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

1o would-be refugees whose applica-
tions have been refused, but who can't

be deported because it’s not safe to do

The number of asylum seckers
qualifying for hard case support had

~ increased sharply this year to over

6,700 between January and June 2005,
“from less than 2,000 for the whole of
- 2004. 69% of all recipients were flee-

i ing Iraq and the British govemment,

which is occupying their homeland, is
y_g Lo starve them into retum-
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FIGHT
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Eucharia and Timeyi
Eucharia Jakpa and her six-
year-old son Timeyi escaped
from so-called ‘safe’ Nigeria
after the disappearance of
Eucharia’s husband and daugh-
ter. When they arrived in
Manchester they were refused
the right to stay and were aban-
doned by their sclicitor, making
an appeal impossible. Eucharia
realised that the only available
option was to build a defence
campaign. Local MP Sir Gerald
Kaufman has refused to help the
campaign or write to the
Immigration Minister. Eucharia
says, 'l know | can't win unless |
fight.' Get involved in the cam-
paign: email defend_eucharia
@yahoo. com; phone 07904
880039, or send letters or dona-
tions to Defend Eucharia and
Timeyi Campaign, c/o PO Pox
20, Bridge 5 Mill, 22A Beswick
Street, Manchester M4 7HR.

The Sukula family
The Sukulas are a family of eight
who fled the Congo after violent
attacks on them by soldiers;
they are now living in Bolton.
Their asylum appeal has been
rejected and If Bolton Council
decides to implement Section 9
of the 2004 Act, five of the fam-
ily's six children - including a
seven-month-old baby - will be
placed In the care of social sery-
ices and separated from their
mother, father and 18-year-o|d
sister.

In the Home Office oty
the Sukula fam]ly the B?irﬂ;?l
state’s motives were made
clear: a ‘proportionata responsq
to safeguard Britain's economj
interests’ - in other words th ol
draconlan measures are for“!; :
benefit of capitalism, For the

|nf0rmnllon ahout the Mul
a

family's campaign t
www.aukula.orgq °§w. visit
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JOSEPH ESKOVITCHL

‘Recruit, train and security check
drivers... Announce intention to
trade union, proveking unofficial
industrial action from staff. Dismiss
current workforce. Replace with
new stafl.’

With brutal frankness, this leaked inter-
nal memo from Gate Gourmet, wrilten
long prior to the current dispute, sets out
the cynical and callous reality of 21"
century employment practice under cap-
italism.

Gate Gourmet provides 80,000 hot
meals 1o British Airways daily. Prev-
iously part of British Airways before
being sold off'in 1997 during a frenzy of
‘outsourcing’, it was subsequently
bought out in 2002 by US venture capi-
talist firm Texas Pacific, which has a
reputation for acquiring failing compa-
nies and cutting costs through ruthlessly
increasing the surplus value extracted
from already low-paid workers.

On the moming of 10 August, Gate
Gourmet workers assembled in the
workplace cafeteria to discuss the com-
pany’s decision to hire 120 new low-
paid temporary workers from scab
labour firm Blue Arrow. Whilst union
representatives from the Transport &
General Workers Union (T&GWU) were
engaged in talks with Gate Gourmet
managers over this development, it was

suddenly announced to stafl that they
had three minutes to return to work or
they would be fired. The workers re(-
used to be intimidated by the (hreat and
stood their ground. Almost immediately
riot police and private security firms
arrived, detaining the workers in the
cafeteria, thus clearly revealing the pre-
meditated nature of the provocation. No
one was allowed to leave, not even preg-
nant women.

Those arriving for the late shift, on
hearing this news, refused to enter work,
assembling instead in the car-park. Man-
agement consequently proceeded to ann-
ounce the sacking ol workers through a
barely audible megaphone announce-
ment. When asked for written clarifica-
tion, a note was passed 1o the workers
which stated they had ten minutes to
return to work or they would lose their
jobs, but that the ten-minute period was
already over.

By the end of the day, 800 workers

were lefl unemployed.

IF more prool of the calculated
actions of Gate Gourmet in engincering
the unofTicial action was needed, extra
workers were ready to be bussed in to
replace those sacked and companies tra-
ding with Gate Gourmet were warned
the previous day that a dispute would oc-
cur,

Following the years of oppressive
Conservative governments, the British
trade unions remain the most impotent in
Europe, with eight years ol a Labour gov-
emment refusing to repeal the vast major-
ity of the anti-union legislation intro-
duced in the 1980s. This is partly what
allowed Gate Gourmel o operate such
callous practices with such impunity.

However, the following day, 11
August, up to one thousand ground stafl’
employed by British Airways at Heath-
row Airport took unofTicial strike action
in solidarity with the sacked Gate Gour-
mel workers. The solidarity strike crip-
pled BA for two days, costing the airline
an estimated £40 million, with chaos
ensuing at Heathrow, one of the world’s
busiest airports.

The strike put both BA and Gate
Gourmet under enormous pressure, with
the balance of forces at this point clearly
favouring the workers. It was only the
betrayal of the strike by the T&GWU
that allowed the situation to be defused,
In fact, the union's first action was 1o
condemn the strike as illegal and dem-
and its members return to work. Tony
Woaodley, T&RGWU leader, wrote in a
letter to BA in reference 1o the action
that *We do not condone what happened
last week and we took appropriate steps
to end the unofficial action.” The
T&GWU burcaucracy clearly saw the
need (o protect its own privileges, ils
own ‘partnership’ with numerous other
British corporations, as primary o pro-
tecting the interests of the low-paid
workers it is supposed to represent.

Once the secondary action at
Heathrow had been betrayed, the poorly-
paid, largely Asian workforce of Gate
Gourmet was reduced to a valiant but
largely ineffective picket of Gate Gour-
met headquarters. And even this has been
attacked: on 13 September the High
Court ruled that the picket be manned by
no more than six workers, after Gate
Gourmet brought charges of intimidation
against the protesting workers.

Dale Farm Travellers
resist eviction

BARNABY MITCHELL

Residents of Dale Farm near Cray’s
Hill in Essex continue to fight the
attempts of the local council to
forcibly evict them from their land
and homes. The Travellers have
won a High Court injunction which
prevents their eviction by force.
This injunction keeps the thugs of
Constant and Co, a bailiffs’ firm
which specialises in evicting Gypsies
and Travellers, and Malcolm Buck-
ley, the head of Basildon Council,
temporarily at bay. The community
at Dale Farm, supported by other
~ activists, are prepared to defend

community and resist any att-
to force them from their land.

around 150 homes on private land at
Dale Farm is to be the subject of a judi-
cial review.

During the election the media
attempted to incite racial hatred against
travellers which culminated in the Sun’s
*Stamp on the Camps’ anticle. Since the
election Travellers in the Brighton area
have been stoned and a petrol bomb was
thrown at caravans in Kent. Dale Farm
was the site of Michael Howard’s high
profile pre-election anti-Gypsy rant wh-
ich aimed at stoking the fires of race ha-
tred against Gypsies and Travellers.

The Dale Farm site has become a
haven for families evicted from other sites
in Essex. Dale Farm’s fight has become a
test case in the defence of Traveller rights
in the UK. If the families are evicted they

Gate Gourmet workers protest

On 25 August T&GWU and Gale
Gourmet, afler days of negotiation, ag-
reed on a deal. The result: 670 jobs lost
and the catering company claiming it
has won the right to refuse to re-employ
200 ‘militants’. The T&GWU claims the
agreement reached as a package ol *vol-

untary redundancics’. This, however, is
nothing but a smokescreen to cover the
dire situation in which the union has left
the Gate Gourmet workers: ‘to take a
minimal package of compensation or re-
main isolated and penniless until they
finally leave with nothing’. Furthermore,

striking workers have received no strike
pay for the last month.

The whole Gate Gourmet fiasco has
shown-up the ruling class for what it
truly is, and the depths its apologists in
the trade union movement are willing to
sink to defend it. 4]

Education
Notes

SUSAN DAVIDSON

Working class whipping boy
for Labour

Medieval courts had a jester to keep the
king amused and a whipping boy who
would be beaten when the king was
feeling impotent and annoyed. Blair’s
first move on return to England from a
Barbados millionaire tax-haven holi-
day was to announce zero tolerance of
working class parents, his whipping
boy. The duty of parents to keep good
order and control will be the main
focus of the next parliament, he said, in
a cynical effort to divert attention away
from the horrors of Iraqg, the growing
oil crisis, the bombing of London, rates
of infection in the health system, the
rise in racist attacks and the govern-
ment’s attack on civil rights.

Truancy rates rise by 10%
to highest level ever
recorded
No sooner had Blair threatened new
legislation to punish parents than
research was published showing that a
previous ‘zero tolerance’ policy had
crashed. The New Philanthropy
Council (NPC) reported that povem-
ment spending of over £1 billion
‘together with new police powers to
‘detain truants has failed 1o reduce the
of the 70,000 children who

Truancy rates have risen to the highest levels ever recorded

working class parents will face gaol sen-
tences, As we have predicted in Educ-
ation Notes over the last few years, an
increasingly competitive and hostile
school regime will drive away children
who are valued only so far as their SATS
results improve the economic viability
of the school by league table position.
Again the govermment directs blame on
the convenient poor, *a stubborn minority
of pupils’, to explain away the failure of
the education system they have created.

No tolerance for failure

Never mind, ploughing on regardless,
another ‘zero tolerance’ policy was
announced the following week, this time
by Education Minister Kelly. ‘Failing
schools’ will be allowed only one year to
improve. If they don't they will be
closed down, donated to the private sec-
tor (academies) or given to religious
groups (faith schools). Since there are
285 schools in this category and others
enter and leave the ‘failing’ category in
cycles, we look forward to a lively year
and a growth in zero tolerance for this
disgraceful government.

Buy three, get one free

Academies are privately-sponsored state
schools where private firms or organisa-
tions like the Vardy Fellowship, a funda-
mentalist Christian group under car
salesman Peter Vardy, purchase schools,
Blair’s government has vowed to set up
200 ofthese schools by 2010, The deal is
that for £2 million up front a buyer can
Sponsor a state school dictating curricu-
lum and ethos while the state will pay
the rest and running costs. So desperate
is Labour to achieve this target that edu-
_cation ministers are now offering four

5 schools for the price of three. There are
~ even knock-down offers, as in the
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London Borough of Greenwich where
the council is so keen to set up a new
academy that it is selling off the school
playing fields of St Paul's Catholic
Secondary School for £1.8 million
which it will give to the archdiocese of
Southwark so that the archdiocese can
buy a new academy for just £200,000.
The new academy will combine St.-
Paul's and Abbey Woods School. In the
words of the head of Abbey Wood
School, ‘The land on which St Paul’s
stands belongs to (Greenwich) council.
But it is being sold to benefit not just
council taxpayers but a paricular
group who will be able to attend the
new academy. I'm speechless’.

Parents sent 1,126 letters of which
1,122 objected to the plan for the new
academy but the Schools Adjudicator
rejected them.

Offa the target
The Office for Fair Access is a new set-
up that was created to appease critics
when university top-up fees were intro-
duced. Its task is 1o ensure that a tar-
geted number of students from state
schools get university places, espe-
cially in the top institutions like Oxford
(53.8% state pupils) and Cambridge
(57.6% state pupils). It has failed and
the upward trend is now a downward
trend. Throughout UK universities the
percentage of state school recruits [ell
from 87.2 to 86.8 last year. Since only
7% of pupils are in private education it
is clear that buying education remains
the best way to get a university place.
Reports also show a rising dropout
rate of university students in their first
year largely because of rising debt
levels. And this is even before top-up
fees of up to £3,000 a year sart in
September 2006. |




CHARLES CHINWEIZU

Across the African continent, a food
erisis of catastrophic proportions is
again emerging, leaving 16.4 million
across southern Africa and 17.9 mil-
lion in the Horn of Africa in desper-
ate and immediate need of food. In
West Africa’s Sahel region, millions
are also slowly starving to death, In
Niger, the worst affected country,
some 3.6 million people are threat-
ened by famine, with 2.5 million,
including 800,000 children, on the
brink of starvation. The famine has
been blamed on a severe drought
and an invasion of desert locusts,
the worst in 15 years, which devas-
tated crops across the Sahel bet-
ween August and October 2004. But
the catastrophe that exists in Niger
today is the creation of imperialism.
Cereal prices have risen sharply since
2000; millet, a staple grain, has doubled
in price since last year. It is not food
availability but food affordability that is
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n Niger
IMF policies lead to starvation and death

at the root of the unfolding tragedy. There
is enough food to feed the hungry in
Niger, which exports grain to wealthier
neighbours Nigeria and Ghana, but the
poor cannot aflord to buy it. Some 32,000
children are severely malnourished and
with the outbreak of deadly diseases such
as cholera, malaria and diarrhoea, chil-
dren are dying even in feeding centres.
Starvation and malnutrition are not
new in Niger. A 1998 Food and Agri-
culture Organisation report reyealed:
‘rates of malnutrition among children
are high throughout [Niger]: over 32%
are stunted — half of them severely...over
15% are wasted, and over 36% [now
40%] are underweight.” With 63% of
Niger’s population living in grinding
poverty, an abysmal public health sys-
tem, limited access to sanitation facili-
ties, 14% literacy rates, life expectancy
of 42 years and infant mortality of 250
per 1,000 live births, there was little to
cushion the effects of this famine, the
most severe to date. Despite its huge
reserves of uranium and gold, Niger is
the second poorest country in the world.
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Food availability

Erratic rains, rising oil prices and severe
localised locust damage meant (otal
grain produclion decreased last year,
compared lo 2003, by 27% in Senegal,
35% in Chad and 44% in Maurilania, as
well as in coastal countries which subse-
quently imposed food export restric-
tions. However, decreases in the major
cereal-producing Sahelian nations of Bur-
kina Faso, Mali and Niger were modest.
Total grain production in 2004 was about
3.14 million tonnes, 11% below Niger’s
five yearly average, but 22% higher than
the 2000 season, when there was no major
food crisis.

Niger is a food deficit country and
even in a normal year imports signifi-
cant amounts of cereal to offset national
shortfalls, estimated in 2005 to be over
0.5 million tonnes. Niger’s main trading
pariners are Cote d’Ivoire and Nigeria,
but Nigeria has recently adopted a series
of IMF and World Bank directed struc-
tural reforms to its agricultural and trade
policies. This has led to unprecedented
domestic rises in staple grain prices and
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lower outflows of grain from Nigeria.
The impact of these policies were felt
the most by Niger, and were augmented
by lower than normal food supplies in
coastal countries such as Cameroon and
Cote d’Ivoire.

Response to the famine -
the IMF wades in

Appeals for food aid in November 2004
by Niger's government and UN agen-
cies were ignored by the ‘international
community’, including the G8 and Live8
circus; by 18 June 2005 only one pledge
ol $650,000 had been received. Only al-
ter BBC coverage of dying children did
more pledges come in, but by August
2005, the UN’s appeal for $30.7 million
had still not been met.

The Niger government and the UN’s
World Food Programme had opposed
the distribution of free food in affected
southern regions, on the basis it would
interfere with the free market and dis-
rupt Niger’s development out of pov-
erty! The EU and IMF urged the selling
off of emergency food reserves, so as not
1o ‘flood the market’. In February 2005,
the Niger government sold cereal such
as millet in affected areas at subsidised
prices. The poor still couldn’t afford it
and continued 1o starve, In March the
government raised VAT on basic con-
sumer goods such as milk, flour and
grains by 19%, a condition for further
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IMF loans and the 100% debt relief pro-
mised as part of the much-crilicised
Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC)
Initiative, imposed by EU finance minis-
ters including Labour Chancellor
Gordon Brown. The Niger government
is absolutely determined to push through
with the HIPC programme and a related
Poverty Reduction Strategy which dem-
ands the pursuit of ‘prudent macroeco-
nomic policies, vigorous implementa-
tion of the structural reform agenda
especially in the public enterprise and
financial sectors — and the development
of a close dialogue with the private sec-
tor on economic policymaking’. This al-
so requires the privatisation of the state
banking, electricity and petroleum-
importing companies.

In June the government adopted a
food loan scheme whereby it gave two
million subsisience farmers a bag of
seeds and a bag of fertiliser each. It
wasn’t until 13 July that the Niger gov-
emment, the EU and UN, faced with
mass protests and the death of untold
numbers of children, agreed to distribute
free food. Even then the aid wasn’t get-
ting to those most in need and was un-
suitable for malnourished children — but
then aid is big business. Western manu-
facturers of tents, generators and high-
energy emergency food supplies are do-
ing very nicely, thank you, while the
children of Niger continue to starve. B

Ecuador

0il workers organise

ALVARO MICHAELS

Alarmed by the popular expulsion
of President Lucio Gutierrez in
April, the governing class burriedly
substituted  un-elected  Alfredi
Palacio (see FRFI 185). He made a
series of promises, hoping to calm
the national outcry against the
ruination of the country by imperi-
alism, but the workers have not
waited for the privileged class to be-
tray them. In mid-August workers
revolted in the Amazon provinces of
Sucumbios and Orellana, dynamit-
ing pipelines and stopping extrac-
tion, demanding the retention of oil
wealth for investment in local towns
and infrastructure.
Palacio, trying to ride the storm that
. pushed him into the presidency, had
already changed the law to reduce the

out a ‘third way’. On 14 August workers
in the Amazon oil towns revolted at
dreadful conditions there, They deman-
ded the expulsion of foreign oil firms,
sacking the government buildings in La-
go Agrio. They demanded investment in
schools, social services and transport.
‘The government has claimed that $200m
of damage was inflicted. The strike para-
lysed oil production and shipment, stop-
ping at least 1.5m barrels of oil. The fol-
lowing day the oil price rose to $64.36 a
barrel. Ecuador shipped 535,000 barrels
a day during 2004, half of it to the US. A
third of Ecuador’s state revenue comes
from oil.

On 17 August a state of emergency
and curfew was declared. On 18 August

~the state-owned Petroecuador had to

stop production and export of oil. Talks
“ were hurriedly arranged in Quito with
- the leaders of the strike on 21 August,

drain of oil revenues as debt to interna-  Such is the feeling against the corpora-
ians were forced

tween the oil companies and the strikers,
Eventually the local authorities and the
multinationals agreed to act as ‘good
neighbours’ in developing the region,
with the Catholic church and civil rights
organisations also signing the final agre-
ement, which the workers’ leaders took
to mean no legal action against them,
Limited production began again on the
weekend of 20/21 August. Repairs will
take until November.

paid by the

Now 64% of the 25% tax on profits
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Rebels declare
ceasefire

ANDREW ALEXANDER

On 2 September the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist) declared a
threc-month long ceasefire to begin
with immediate effect. In a state-
ment the chairman of the CPN(M)
Prachanda said that ‘the decision to
go for a unilateral ceasefire would
encourage all political forces within
and outside the country that want
peace with a forward-looking politi-
cal way out.”

The CPN(M) has stated it will remain in
a position of ‘active defence’ and will
resist only if there is an offensive from
the Royal Nepalese Army (RNA) or if
there are troop manoeuvres. However, it
will break the ceasefire and embark on
an offensive of an even higher level if
the government increases military activ-
ities. The CPN(M) refused calls by the
government to disarm.

This ceasefire has come about due to:
firstly a stalemate in the military cam-
paign which has led to great hardship for
the Nepalese people; secondly, the
recent decision by the opportunist
Communist Party of Nepal (United
Marxist-Leninist) to accept elections to
the constituent assembly (a key CPN(M)
demand) and thirdly the decision of the
Nepali Congress (Nepal’s main social-
democratic party) to remove the refer-
ence to ‘constitutional monarchy’ from
its party statute, There has been a clear
political shift amongst the bourgeois
parties as a result of the king’s clamp-
down in February (see FRFL 184: King
suspends constitutional rule). The dicta-
torial King Gyanendra has given little
room for manoeuvre to these forces and
their subsequent change in position has
been almost inevitable. By adopting a

-~ analysis they stand by his s

King Gyanendra

he will continue to seek a military vic-
tory over the Maoist insurgency. Most
imperialist analysts however believe that
such an outcome is highly unlikely and
are angered by his refusal to make any
gesture of reform.

Reluctantly, imperialism has been
forced to welcome the ceasefire but is
clearly troubled by the political develop-
ments that have brought it about. India
in particular is increasingly alarmed at
the King's political self-made isolation
and was infuriated at not being consult-
ed before his clampdown on political
and press freedoms in February. Prach-
anda has agreed to allow the UN to take
a monitoring role in Nepal, but the King
has so far rejected this possibility out of
hand.

So far the US, Britain and India all
continue to aid the RNA, despite recent
developments. With one hand they ges-
ture to the king to join the political
process while with the other they arm his
army. There is too much anxiety amongst
lha_imperinlists not 1o tolerate (he King as
ll}e!r unruly puppet. Whatever crimes his
viclous government continues to commiy

against the Nepalese People, in the fin,

ang : ide,
mhsr_n is happy for a bloody stal lm'
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Chaos in Iraq

continued from page |

A growing political toll in the US

On 16 September officially declared

US military deaths in Iraq were 1,899,

96 British soldiers had been Killed,

including three by late September. For

the four months up to September the
monthly average US military person-
nel killed was 78.5, compared with

60.4 for the same period in 2004.

Estimates of occupation forces’

wounded and not retuned to combat

range from 7,000 to 20,000. Approx-
imately one million US servicemen
and women have now served in

Afghanistan and Iraq. The Iraqi resist-

ance inflicts a growing attrition on the

occupation forces; sufficient to reduce
their presence on the streets and to
force them to resort to increased use of

Iraqi forces. Furthermore, the resist-

ance is eroding the US people’s support

for the war. The war is seen as inflict-
ing sacrifices with no reward in sight.

Iraqi oil production reaches a maxi-
mum of 2.2 million barrels a day,
about 0.5 million barrels below the
pre-war level. Some days it is half this
amount. The US has imposed long
term contracts to buy Iraqi oil at $20 a
barrel, less than a third of its world
market price.

Two US research groups put the
cost of the war to the US at $5.6 bil-
lion a month. This is $0.5 billion more
than the monthly cost of the Vietnam
War, discounting for inflation. How-
ever, it should be noted that today’s
costs constitute a smaller part of the
1JS economy than did those at the time
of the Vietnam War.

Sections of the US rmuling class
always opposed the war on Iraq and
they are anxious. Writing in the
Financial Times (6 September 2005)
Michael Lind uses Paul Kennedy’s
concept of ‘imperial over-extension’
to describe the US predicament. He
blames the costs of the wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq for reducing
funds available for New Orleans flood
defences. He says that with declining
US ammy recruitment the state is
forced to turn to National Guard
reservists and private security firms
and he claims that the border with
Mexico is inadequately guarded due
to overseas commitments. ‘The
attempt to establish American global
hegemony without paying for it was a
disaster — actually, several disasters —
waiting to happen ... Supporters of the
war in Iraq predicted that the dominos
would fall in the Middle East. Instead,
the dominos are falling across
America.”

There are some in the US ruling
class who are aware that the preoccu-
pation with Iraq leaves their interests
exposed to attack in the Americas.
Iraq consumes resources and diverts
the political attention needed to tackle
the rising demands of Latin American
people led by Cuba and Venczucla.
US ruling class hegemony in the con-
tinent is being challenged. In capitalist
terms, the invasion of Iraq is seen as a
poor investment.

On 9 September The Los Angeles
Times reported that the US has sus-
pended major reconstruction projects

in Irag. ‘We do not have the money’, a
senior US advisor on Iraq told the US
‘House Approprianons',Subc.;ommxﬂe,c,
e ir any

Basra: the lie exposed

The sight of a British soldier fleeing a burning armoured vehicle syr-
rounded by Iraqgi protesters exposed as a lie the carefully cultivateq
image of British soldiers as peacekeepers in Iraq. In its place were plain-
clothes SAS soldiers killing Iraqgi police officers and British tanks buyj|-

dozing Basra’s police headquarters.

It began when the occupation armies captured Iraq and sacked the
Ba'athist police and army. Anyone who opposed the Ba'athists was elj-
gible to join the new police and army, among these were the militias,
Earlier this year Basra’s police chief said he had lost control of three-
quarters of his men. On 18 September British troops arrested leading
members of the Mahdi Army. The following day Iragi police stopped an
unmarked car containing the two SAS soldiers, an anti-tank weapon and
assault rifles. The SAS shot dead a police officer. They were then taken
into police custody. If they were passed to the Mahdi Army no doubt the
British military feared they would be used to barter for the release of the
Mahdi Army commanders. The British said that Iraqi forces must hand-
over British personnel to the coalition forces. When they were not
released, ten tanks demolished the police headquarters.

On 21 September hundreds of Iraqi civilians and police protested out-
side the headquarters demanding that the two SAS soldiers be tried by
an Iraqi court. The next day Basra’s city council ended all co-operation
with British forces and banned them from all government buildings.
Basra’s governor described the British actions as ‘barbaric, savage and
irresponsible’. Irag’'s National Security advisor called the British opera-
tion ‘a flagrant breach of Iraqi sovereignty’. A Basra judge issued an
arrest warrant for the two SAS soldiers. British troops kept a low profile.

electricity or inadequate Iraqi staff
and supplies’. $2.6 billion has been
spent on water projects, half the origi-
nal budget because the rest was
diverted to security. There is a
reported surge in diarrhoea and dehy-
dration among children and the eld-
erly. Unemployment remains around
50% of the workforce. Corruption
takes place on a breathtaking scale
with billions of dollars stolen.

Enlisting allies

The imperialists are trying to cement
their relationships to the Iraqi bour-
geoisie and integrate local militias
into their occupation force. The draft
constitution presented at the end of
August was described as ‘serving
Kurdish and Shia privilege’, meaning
their bourgeois leadership. The 15
Sunni representatives on the drafting
committee rejected the draft. By pro-
viding a weak central state and pro-
posing a more federal structure, the
draft constitution intends to allocate
oil revenues to the southern Shia lead-
ership and the northern Kurdish lead-
ership. Existing oil fields would be
controlled by central government, but
provincial authorities would control
newly discovered fields.

The Sunni representatives said the
proposed constitution would ‘splinter’
Iraq and give Iran a foothold in the
south. Shi’ite Mugqtada al Sadr and the
Mahdi Army opposed the draft with Al
Sadr referring to ‘the noble resistance’
of the Sunnis and saying that Iraq was
ruled by a colonial regime. Joint Sunni
and Shia protests against the proposals
took place in several towns.

A referendum on the constitution is
scheduled for 15 October. A no vote
by two-thirds of voters in three of
Iraq’s provinces would nullify the
charter and new elections would have
to be held and a new drafling commit-
tee would produce another constitu-
tion. Saddam Hussein’s trial is due to

start on 19 October. The referendum
and the trial are intended to give the
npression that a new order is under-

methods in the north of Ireland,
Kenya, Malaya etc. The British mili-
tary seek to associate with and then
absorb militias into the imperialist
forces. As the events in Basra demon-
strated (see box) this tactic is not with-

a tendency towards civil war.

out dangers to the imperialists. There
is a consistent strategy going all the
way back to the British occupation of
India. Recently, Shia military units
have been deployed alongside US
troops in the chiefly Sunni Fallujah. In
Tikrit, former home of Saddam
Hussein, the US uses Kurdish forces.
This is deliberately using and foment-
ing sectarian divisions as an element
of political strategy. In Tal Afar in
~ September the US deployed Kurdish
- and Shia battalions alongside its own
units to attack a mainly Sunni town,
~ The main Shia militia are the Badr
anisation and the Mahdi Army, led
al Sadr. The Badr Orga-

ttached to the Supreme
- Reyolution in

‘The outcomes of this divide and rule strategy are Increased sectarian tensions, strife and

Iraq war of the 1980s. The Badr
Organisation has been recruited into
the Iraqi army and police and also
serves as an auxiliary to the occupa-
tion forces. The Independent’s Patrick
Cockburn writes of 65 assassinations

of mostly Sunnis in the Basra area
since May. There have been death
squad abductions of scores of Sunnis
in different parts of Iraq. These are
conducted in a similar fashion to those
in Central America and Peru two
decades ago: bodies mutilated and left
to be discovered to intimidate local
populations.

The outcomes of this divide and
rule strategy are increased sectarian
tensions, strife and a tendency to-
wards civil war. On 31 August approx-
imately 1,000 Shia pilgrims were
killed in a stampede on a bridge in
Baghdad. The bridge spanned be-
tween predominantly Shia and Sunni
areas. The stampede was triggered by
a false rumour of a Sunni suicide
bomber,

Whatever imperialism planned for
Iraq it seems to be reconciled to now
having no alternative to Balkanisation
ifii? is to dominate the territory and the
region. The national resistance can
present itself as defending the
integrity of Iraq while the puppet gov-
emnment looks increasingly to repre-
sent factional privileges. The route
imperialism is taking is fraught with
dangers for it. Autonomy for Iraq’s
Kurds could provoke the Turkish state
to attack its own Kurdish population
and amass its army along the frontier
with Iraq. Syria and Iran have their
own Kurds struggling for independ-
ence. Greater powers for the Shia
bourgeoisie strengthen Iranian influ-
ence in Iraq. The perceived inability
of the US and Britain to impose their
will on Irag, and the straining of their
military powers in the effort to do so,
reduces their ability to intimidate and
attack Syria and Iran.

Despite President Bush’s talk of
reducing US troop commitments to
Iraq, the numbers of US soldiers in the
country are being increased from
138,000 to 160,000 ahead of the con-
stitution referendum. The US Army’s
Chief of Staff, General Schoomaker,
said the US may have to keep 100,000
troops in Iraq for another four years.
Following the occupation forces’ trans-
fer of military responsibility for Najaf
to the Iraqi army, three other Shia cities
are to be placed under Iraqi army con-
trol. This is intended to allow US
troops to concentrate on Baghdad and
Sunni areas. The imperialists reckon on
containing the Sunni-led resistance and
drawing former Ba’athist leaders into
their political process. y

US forces are building major mili-
tary bases in Iraq for a permanent
presence and they have no option but
to strive to control the oil reserves and
distribution. From the first Gulf war (0
the sanctions, no-fly zones and bomb-
ing raids, imperialism has been at war
with Iraq for 15 years. The British
military has mounted approximately
30 separate mililary interventions in
the Middle East since 1945. Imperi-
alism is at permanent war in the
Middle East. The Labour govern-
ment’s part in the war was crucial to
its waging. The continuing British
occupation is vital for the US occupa-
tion. Socialists demand self-determi-
nation for Iraq. British troops out of
Iraq and the Middle East. &
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The Orange marching season over the summer
has been the occasion for innumerable attacks
on nationalist communities throughout the Six
Counties, although the media has focused on
loyalist violence against the police and British
army. This has been the backdrop against
which the IRA publicly announced (28 July)
that it was ending its armed campaign.
Meanwhile, yet another report has been
published confirming the sectarian character
of the Six County statelet and detailing the
level of intimidation and discrimination
endured by nationalists in the north.

PAUL MALLON reports.

Loyalist violence
The latest round of Orange violence
followed a disputed loyalist march
through a nationalist area of West
Belfast on 10 September. Mobs in-
vaded nationalist areas in the Gros-
venor Road in Belfast, Ligoniel and
Abhoghill village, attacking churches,
schools and businesses. They also
turned their attention on the police
and British army, using pipe and

. blast bombs against the state forces

and exchanging gunfire. Sy
The graphic TV images of the loy-
alist gangs throwing petrol bombs at
riot police have obscured the national-
ist community’s daily experience of
sectarian attack. Thus on 10 August,
an Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) gang
murdered 15-year-old Catholic school-
boy Thomas Devlin as he made his
way home after buying sweets in a
nearby shop in north Belfast. In a fla-
grant denial of the facts, the police
declared the attack to be ‘not sectar-
ian’. In the last two years, loyalist

death squads have carried out 38 mur-
ders.

Police Service of Northern Ireland
(PSNI) collusion with the UVF is evi-
dent: there are photographs of mem-
bers of the UVF leaning into PSNI
military vehicles during recent loyalist
attacks on nationalist homes in
Ahoghill, County Antrim. Earlier, the
PSNI had responded to loyalist arson

attacks on nationalist homes by issu-
ing fire blankets to residents. In late
August, a number of nationalist fami-

" lies had to abandon their homes and

move out of the area. PSNI officers
routinely refuse to confront loyalist
mobs, preferring instead to remain
inside their vehicles.

On 14 September, Northern Ireland
minister Peter Hain finally announced
that the British government no longer
recognised the phony ceasefire of the
main loyalist death squad, the Ulster
Volunteer Force. But he ignored the
activities of the other main loyalist
death squad, the Ulster Defence As-

sociation, which has played a central
role in the recent violence. Hain's
statement will have no effect on the
overall crisis since the British govern-
ment has no sanctions for the loyalist
death squads.

A sectarian state

A recently published report on sectar-
ian violence in the north of Ireland
confirms the analysis of those who
have viewed the peace process as a
sham. No longer a problem? Sec-
farian violence in Northern Ireland by
Dr Neil Jaraman details the sectarian
violence endemic in the north of
Ireland. The report covers the 11 years
since the 1994 ceasefire and argues
that sectarian violence is now at a
higher level than before 1994, More
people are being driven out of their
homes; on a ten-year average 1,378
people a year are being forced to re-
house due to intimidation.

Statistics reveal that north Belfast
in particular endures the highest level
of sectarianism. Between 1996 and
2004, there were 6,623 incidents of
sectarian disorder including 3,883 of
criminal damage, 1,343 of assault,
1,021 disturbances and 376 riots. The
population of north Belfast is around
86,000. Of the 37 ‘peace walls’ across
the north of Ireland, none have been
removed since the ceasefire and 18

have actually been reinforced. Jara-
man’s report also identifies the ap-
palling response of the PSNI to the
seclarian crimes. As FRFI has con-
sistently pointed out, the Six Counties
is a sectarian state which is founded
on discrimination against the national-
ist community. The peace process can-
not alter this reality, since Unionist
supremacy remains unchanged.

IRA: end of armed
struggle

On 28 July the IRA announced a for-
mal end to its armed campaign. It
made its decision after Sinn Fein
President Gerry Adams called on it in
April to pursue its goals exclusively
through peaceful political means. Its
statement was greeted with claims that
it had removed the major obstacle in
the peace process — the existence of
the IRA. Though the announcement
was hardly a surprise, the media still
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described it as ‘historic’ and ‘ground-
breaking’, and Tony Blair claimed it
was a ‘step of unparalleled magni-
tude’. Yet two and half years ago,
FRFI wrote that:

‘Despite the IRA’s rejections of
what it called “unrealistic ultimatums”
in regard to calls for its disband-
ment. .. The reality...is that the Ulster
Unionist Party and the British govern-
ment have manoeuvred the [RA into a

position where nothing short of a sig-
nificant statement from the IRA on
disbandment will restore the devolved
institutions. The Republican move-
ment is once again being compelled to
save lhe peace process.” (FRFI |71
February/March 2003)

Since that period there has been a
stalemate which elections to the dis-
solved assembly in 2003 and further
elections to Westminster in May 2005
have failed to dispel. The 2005 elec-
tions in fact reinforced the deadlock as
the Unionist community elected the
Protestant fundamentalist [an Paisley
as their leader. The IRA’s statement is
an acknowledgement that the Unionist
veto will remain within the politics of
the Six Counties.

Policing the crisis
The PSNI, established in 1999 as part
of the present peace deal, is only a re-
badged version of the sectarian RUC.
Under the terms of the Good Friday
Agreement new police boards were
established to co-opt nationalists and
legitimise the PSNI. The next phase in
the political absorption of the Repub-
lican movement into the British sys-
tem will be Republican participation
on the policing boards. The logic of
Sinn Fein’s political path means it will
begin to advance the view that the
only way to give nationalists any
respite from loyalist attacks will be for
Republicans to engage in policing the
North.
The IRA was established in order
to defend nationalists from sectarian
attack from both the loyalist death
squads and the British army. The
recent violence of the loyalist mobs
demonstrates that nothing has funda-
mentally changed since the 1994 IRA
ceasefire. The Unionist veto and
Unionist supremacy remains at the
heart of the political process — a real-
ity daily enforced by the loyalist
mobs. Now that the IR A has chosen to
disarm without breaking the Uniomist
veto, new dangers are opening up for
nationalists in the Six Counties. The
political leadership of the Republican
movement remains entirely dependent
upon a political process that only rein-
forces loyalist reaction. Those forces
within the nationalist working class
who will inevitably emerge to defend
their areas from attack will not only
come up against the fascist mobs and
the British state, but also against those
whose political careers are dependent
on the process itself.

in Ireland

Shell washes up

and 8km through the farmers’ land,
past houses, a pub and a school, to a
massive refinery at Bellanaboy, The
refinery will have nine huge chim-
neys, from which the emissions of car-
bon dioxide and methane will be
equivalent to the global warming
potential of 27,000 cows. Environ-

~mental groups have also been warning
~ab

t the potential effects of toxic
issions on Broadhaven Bay, an
»ortant breeding ground for various

d dolphin, and

being swallowed up by the oppor-
tunistic Shell in 2002. Fianna Fail,
which liberalised the tax laws in 1992,
was rewarded for its selfless gift on
the behalf of the Irish people. The
Galway Races of 1998, 1999, 2000
and 2001 saw major fundraising
events for the party — taken care of by
none other than Enterprise Oil.

Not only does Fianna Fail care
nothing for the environment, however
it obviously has no interest in the
safety and wellbeing of the citizens of
County Mayo either. The entire
onshore development is to be built on
unstable peat bogs, and the pipeline
has a half-mile burn radius. Last year
a similar pipeline exploded in
Belgium killing 15 people, and the
‘same scenario saw 12 deaths in New

- Mexico in August 2000,
~ Pickets of Shell forecourts, rallies
and marches in support of the Ross-

¢ Shell workers even down-
tools after consistent local action.
furore led the complicit Natural
rces Minister Noel Dempsey to
jon a further salety review in
km ol pipeline were dis-
result of ‘a serious
consents given to Shell
eline’. In August,
) showed his true

Shell has since announced that it
will delay continued construction until
2006, which will apparently ‘not
materially affect the project’s comple-
tion schedule’. This is in complete
contrast to their successful argument
for an injunction against the Rossport
farmers in May. Shell’s barrister
argued that the company would lose
€25,000 per day for each day’s delay
after 1 June, and that stalling the proj-
ect until 2006 would be at the cost of a
€2,500,000 remobilisation fee. What-
ever the costs, Shell and Fianna Fail
both imagine that by letting off steam
for a few months they will be able to
quell dangerous levels of discontent
that threaten to scrap not only the
Corrib project but also the credibility
of a corrupt government, .

The Rossport Five have been told
they will remain in prison until they
have *purged their contempt’, by they
have themselves pledged not to g SO
until Shell and Fianna Fajl purge theirs
Th.e-snlidariiy movement is ste. .
gaining momentum,
the dilemma for its
in government, How ;
Ireland’s gas go ahe;:n\:r}i‘l‘l:lplmcy 3
unpopular arrests and impris: e
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adily
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OPposite numper
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the exposur
rotten racist

B Imperialism flattens

hurricane survivors

Hurricane Katrina ripped the mask off the face of US imperialism, exposing the ugly,
cruel, vicious, racist, exploitative nature of capitalism. The hurricane was an
appalling destructive natural disaster. But for millions of Americans, over-
whelmingly poor, US imperialism has turned it into a catastrophe. It shows the utter
futility of capitalism, which, planless, riddled with corruption, putting private
property before people, reacting after the event instead of preparing in advance,
has nothing, absolutely nothing, to offer the poor and oppressed. US capitalism
failed to evacuate everybody from the area in time, failed to rescue everyone
afterwards, failed to bring relief in any kind of adequate and organised way and is
preparing to turn reconstruction efforts into one big trough awash in billions of
dollars for big corporations to guzzle down. STEVE PALMER reports from the US.

much-trumpeted evacuation

plan for New Orleans turned

out to be just hot air. The

middle class fled in their

UVs. The hurricane hit, the

levees (dykes) protecting the city

burst, flooding the city. The city’s

poor, who are overwhelmingly black,

were without transport and were left

behind to fend for themselves. The

huge fleet of 700 school and transit

buses, which might have evacuated

thousands of people, were not used—
and became flooded and useless.

Dramatic scenes were splashed
across primetime television for days,
with unceasing exposure of the plight
of poor, predominantly black, New
Orleaners trying to survive. The media
quickly depicted black people the way
they find most endearing: as helpless
viclims or congenital criminals, a
pathetic yet anarchic mass. Wild
unsubstantiated rumours of rape and
murder were repeated as if fact, feed-
ing racist fantasies. The madness
reached its apogee when supposed
‘civil rights veteran® Randall Robin-
son claimed that ‘black hurricane vic-
tims in New Orleans have begun eat-
ing corpses {o survive’. Inevitably,
conservative commentators were soon
repeating Robinson’s stupid fabrica-
tion, describing the tired and hungry
masses as ‘savages’, ‘animals’ and
‘cannibals’.

Two paramedics, Larry Bradshaw
and Lorrie Slonsky, who are shop
stewards from San Francisco,
recounted what really happened.
Far from being a passive begging

folks stuck in elevators. Refinery
workers who broke into boat yards,
“stealing” boats to rescue their neigh-
bours clinging to their roofs in flood
waters. Mechanics who helped hot-
wire any car that could be found to
ferry people out of the City. And the
food service workers who scoured the
commercial kitchens improvising
communal meals for hundreds of
those stranded.’

Most of the *looting” which shocked
white America was in fact, semi-
organised requisitioning, as Denise
Moore, who was stuck in the conven-
tion centre explained:

‘Yes, there were young men with
guns there. But they organised the
crowd. They went to Canal Street and
“looted”, and brought back food and
water for the old people and the
babies, because nobody had eaten in
days. When the police rolled down
windows and yelled out “the buses are
coming”, the young men with guns
organised the crowd in order: old peo-
ple in front, women and children next,
men in the back. Just so that when the
buses came, there would be priorities
of who got out first.”

While the poor were left to slowly
starve, the capitalist state sprang into
action to defend private property,
pouring armed National Guard into
the city. Hundreds of mercenaries
from Blackwater Associates, includ-
ing two former bodyguards to Paul
Bremer, patrolled the streets of rich
neighbourhoods, Granta Police fired
shots to prevent the refugees from
entering dry areas of the city. The
Army Times reported that ‘Troops
begin combat operations in New
Orleans’ to “fight the insurgency’.
3 and 'dastméﬁop also

all: tiny socialist Cuba gets hit by
many of the same hurricanes as the
US, without the total human sufTering,
because the slate represents not pri-
vate property, but the majority of the
people; people come before things;
there is thorough planning, prepara-
tion and total involvement of the pop-
ulation. Planning in the US serves the
large corporations, which dominate
the economy, not the people. Walmart
and Home Depot used their superbly
organised supply chains to move
water, food, plywood boards and
emergency materials efficiently to
their stores beforehand. But this was
only for paying customers, not for
everyone. So what stopped the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) from doing the same thing
for everyone?

Work for FEMA - no experience
necessary

FEMA has horrified even some capi-
talists by turning away trailers full of
water that companies were donating to
flood victims in New Orleans. Not
content with screwing up the rescue,
the FEMA bureaucracy is turning the
relief effort into a hopeless mess —
turning away donations, preventing
volunteers from participating “for
security reasons’, delaying and post-
poning vital decisions, unable (o coor-
dinate its own operations,

The Democrats claim this is be-
cause Bush has replaced profession-
als, who know what they’re doing,
with political appointees: for example,
head of FEMA Michael Brown’s pre-
vious job, before he was fired [rom it,
was with the International Arabian
Horse Association. Republicans have
responded by attacking ‘bureaucracy’.

 Is there something about large organi-

sations or government depariments
ich means that everything is
‘ d disorganised? Not at all.
cracy is dedicated 1o
capital, not of

will be hard at work cracking a
striker’s skull in the afterncon and
harassing and framing black youth in
the evening.

There is no way that this kind of
state can effectively organise, mabil-
ise and harness the energy of the entire
population: it must be in control, must
be in charge at all times, dare not, can-
not leverage the spontaneity of the
population, when they volunteer or
donate in Kind, even if this kills peo-
ple.

Where the buck stops

If the state is moving at snail’s pace to
help the suffering population, it is mov-
ing like greased lightning to help capi-
tal profit from the crisis. Bush has
signed an Executive Order waiving the
application of the 1931 Davis-Bacon
Act in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana and
Mississippi. The Davis-Bacon Act
applies to Federal construction con-
tracts, requiring that they pay at least
the prevailing local wage. This is a
clear attack on trade unions. The
Department of Labor has suspended
affirmative action requirements design-
ed to ensure that minorilies, women,
veterans and disabled people are equi-
tably represented amongst employees
working on Federal contracts,

With the wholesale destruction of
the housing stock, rented property is
suddenly at capacity in the arca, This
}vill only lead to further rent rises, Gas
1S al a premium, having almost dou-
bled in price over the last year, Public
transport has been obliterated in some
areas. Even (heir insurance policies

~lum out to be worlhless,
surance companies, sitting on some
illion of reserves, have decided

that the storm damage was due to
flood, not wind damage. Since only a
minority of families, those residing in
the floodplain, purchase flood insur-
ance, this means that many families
will be left without funds to rebuild
their homes. The insurance companies
have been offering small ‘emergency
payments’ which quietly slip waivers
of any future compensation into their
fine print.

Yet, if workers have to tighten their
belts, the capitalists are being encour-
aged to let them out. Along with a
huge package of $62bn of Federal
spending has come the raising of pur-
chasing limits. Before, a purchase had
to exceed only $2,500 to require
scrutiny; now this has been raised to
$250,000, a surefire guarantee of pad-
ded contracts, corrupt dealings and
fraudulent purchases. A recent audit
revealed that employees at the
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
diverted millions of dollars to person-
al purchases through their government
credit cards. Investigators estimated
that 15% abused their government
credit cards at a cost of $5.8 million,
buying Ozzy Osbourne concert tick-
els, tattoos, lingerie, bartender school
tuition, car payments, and pizzas.
Amongst the military, apparently a
racier crowd, the cards have been used
to finance gambling, visits to strip
clubs, cruise tickets and ‘transactions
al houses of prostitution’, Faced with
this abuse, raising the spending limit a
hundredfold will do nothing to help
the hurricane victims, but is guaran-
teed to ensure a hundredfold increase
I corruption.

These were the same changes that
led to the phenomenal profiteering



~ gunfire. Serious measures to change

In the wake of Hurricane
Katrina, the Houston
Astrodome, long a
symbol of public sector
obedience to the
interests of private
capital, became the
scene of something else:
a successful effort among
the displaced poor and
working class of New
Orleans to organize
themselves to confront
the power structures that
left them stranded.
DALTON HILLIARD, a
New Orleans native living
in Houston, reports.

The contrast was telling.
On the first Saturday at the mass
shelter in the Houston Astrodome,
tens of thousands of New Orleans
residents, having spent the better
part of a week facing polluted flood
waters, government neglect and
racism, now were treated to a circus
of political opportunism and
condescension. Liberal politicians
like Reverend Jesse Jackson and Bill
and Hillary Clinton, moths to the
flame of the international media
presence, brought entourages
intrusively through the rows of cots
lining the stadium floor. Loudest of all,
Oprah Winfrey and a host of multi-
millionaire black celebrities took to
the PA system to let ‘their people’
know that everything was going to be
alright.
At the same time that Saturday, in
one section of the stadium’s
Sles thing very different

- roupof40
evacuees were meeting to discuss an
agenda of demands and develop an
organizing strategy to get them met.

The anger in the group was
palpable.

Everyone had spent days in the
flood, waiting — on rooftops, in attics,
on interstates, in the New Orleans
Superdome — while helicopters
circled endlessly, shining lights but

bringing no food, no water and no
means to escape. National
guardsmen, when they finally arrived
at the Superdome, threw meal
packets down to people from an
overpass ‘like they were feeding
dogs’.

When Charles Dixon, after waliting
two days on an interstate, attempted
to lead a group of several hundred
families across a bridge on foot into
Jefferson Parish, the white-flight
suburb that borders New Orleans and
one of the few dry parts of the
metropolitan area, they were turned
back. Police officials announced into
a megaphone that Jefferson Parish
was not an evacuation route and
warning shots rang out over their
heads.

Most of the evacuees in the
meeting that Saturday were still
missing family members, who either
had been separated in the flood or,
more common, during the evacuation
from New Orleans. At many of the
pickup points, the authorities, when
they finally arrived, divided men,
women and children onto separate
buses, which were heading, it turned
out, to separate cities.

Several members of the group had
found that their cell phones, their only
means of communication, had been
cut off the day before, because they
had been unable to pay their bills.

The group decided to form a new
organization, the Survivors Leader-
ship Group (SLG), to organize fellow
survivors and advocate for their
collective interests. They drew up a
petition with their demands: provide
immediate financial assistance;
initiate a transition to dignified living;
create a public database of survivors;

improve communication and provide

- along-term recovery package.

~ Inone week, the Survivors Leader-
ship Group had got 5,000 signatures
from Katrina evacuees, held a press
conference with international media,
and were seeing substantial progress
on the five points. They got the

Federal Communications Com-

mission (FCC) to forbid cell-phone

providers from cutting off cell phones
from disaster-affected areas for three

I Katrina survivors organise

months. And they got Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA),
on the ropes for their pathetic failure
in New Orleans, to implement an
immedialte assistance grant of
$2,000, which exempted Katrina
victims from the usual red-tape of the
FEMA process.

None of this is to suggest, even
remotely, that the recovery process

‘...the political and capitalist
elite have been shaken by
how nakedly the divisions of
class and race, on which
their own power depends,
were suddenly revealed for
all the world to see.’

overall has been handled well. Not-
withstanding several important local
victories, the rigidity and
incompetence of FEMA and others
has been as thorough in the month
following Katrina as it was in the first
week, when people were drowning
and starving in New Orleans.

Still, the experience of the SLG
does point the way towards what will
be necessary if Katrina is to become
a watershed moment of change in the
political culture of the United States
and lead to a significant shift in the
class-orientation of US politics.

The tragedy of Katrina has the
potential to play that role, for several
reasons. First, its lessons are so
obvious and, temporarily, so widely
understood. Who can now claim not
to understand the human
consequences of chronic under-
investment in the public sector? Who
can deny the deep racism and class
division at the heart of American
capitalism, which determined who
lived and who died, who got out and
who got left behind?

Second, the political and capitalist
elite have been shaken by how
nakedly the divisions of class and
race, on which their own power
depends, were suddenly revealed for
all the world to see. It is this, and the

attempt on the part of those elites to
compensate for their embarrassment,
that gave the SLG the political space
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to accomplish what they have.

Third, Katrina has been the
occasion of a sudden and significant
shift in class relations in a major US
city, between the middle-class and
the working poor. It was not just the
poor of New Orleans who did not
have insurance to cover their losses,
who have been left homeless and
jobless, but the working and middle
class as well. Historically, where the
middle class leans, so go politics,
and the fact that a substantial portion
of the midd|e class has suddenly
become unemployed or working poor
creates an opportunity for political
realignment.

There is, furthermore, a precedent
in the Great Mississippi Flood of
1927, the political fallout from which
led to a substantial shift in US politics
in the late 1920s, laying the
groundwork for the New Deal.”

The fundamental question, then, is
whether Katrina, in the long term, will
become the occasion for a significant
political shift, or whether it will be
covered over in collective amnesia

and sentimentalization.

And it is here that the example of
the SLG is instructive. For if we rely
on the Bill Clintons and Hillary
Clintons, the Jesse Jackson's and the
other liberal political opportunists to
be the voice of indignation on this
national outrage; if we tolerate the
celebrity spokespeople of liberal
Hollywecod speaking for us on this
issue, then the battle is lost before it
begins.

If, however, we take the example of

A heavily armed swat team patrols the streets in New Orleans as refugees wait for help

the New Orleans Survivors — who
ignored the media circus to get down
to organizing - then hope may come,
afterall, from the stinking flood-
waters of New Orleans.

*1n the flood of 1927, over 1000 lives
were lost in the Mississippi Delta
region, levees were intentionally
blown at the behest of New Orleans
bankers to flood working class
communities and protect bankers’
interests, and thousands of black
sharecroppers were held in
concentration camps and forcibly
forbidden from evacuating, because
of the fear among large southern
farmers that, if they let blacks
evacuate, they would not come back,
and they would lose their agricultural
labor force.

These events were on the front
pages of newspapers nationwide for
months, and as a result, deep realities
of the US class struggle in the 1920s,
kept far from the public sphere for
years, became fuel for a movement of
change.

The populist radical Huey P Long
then rode the wave of anger about
the flood to his election as Louisiana

Governor in 1928, on a platform that
included a progressive income tax,
increased funding for education,
public works to rebulld Louisiana and
the US, an end to wars for empire,
and an end to financial oligarchy.
Long was assassinated in 1935 as
he prepared to run for president, but
it was his threat from the radical left
that pushed the Roosevelt Demo-
crats to implement the New Deal.
See John M. Barry, Rising Tide: The
Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 and
How It Changed America.

and mismanagement of money by the
Provisional Administration in Irag.
And just like Iraq, huge no-bid con-
tracts have been handed out to politi-
cally connected corporations like
Fluor, the Shaw Group, Bechtel and
KBR, a Halliburton subsidiary. These
contracts are awarded on a ‘cost-plus’
basis, guaranteeing profits, however
much money is spent.

The final, perhaps cruellest and most
appropriate act of capital, however,
may be in what it decides to do with
New Orleans. The city was already a
disaster area for black people, who
were two-thirds of the inhabitants. One
third of the population had incomes
below the poverty line. 40% were func-
tionally illiterate; the school dropout
rate was between 35 and 50%. The

infant mortality rate for blacks was
- 14.3 per thousand live births. The city
was riddled with crime: in a recent
experiment, the police fired off 700
blank rounds — no-one reported the

this have been ignored until the hurri-

. An unnatural

Before Katrina hit the US three
hurricanes had already reached
Category 4 or 5 across the Gulf of
Mexico*, a total which is unprece-
dented for so early in the season.
Katrina was initially a weak Cat-
egory 1 hurricane when it crossed
Florida. It wasn't until it passed
over the warm Gulf waters that it
picked up strength, peaking at
Category 5 with winds of over 100
miles per hour when it struck New
Orleans. A lot of fingers are point-
ing to global warming.

The main factor in the formation of a
hurricane is sea surface temperature.
Warm water, and the subsequent insta-
bility in the lower atmosphere, is the
energy source of hurricanes. Accorc_l-
ing to researchers at the Georgia
Institute of Technology and the US
National Center for Atmospheric Re-
h, in the past 35 years the numbgr

the past decade they have accounted
for around 35%.

Webster also pointed out that the
0.5°C rise between 1970 and 2004 in
sea surface temperatures was likely to
be down to global warming. Since the
1970s global sea-surface temperatures
have risen from 0.25 to 0.5 degrees
Celsius in hurricane seasons depend-
ing on the region. A 1.7°C rise in sea-
surface temperature is projected for
later this century. These figures sound
small but in fact, when the ocean
warms by half a degree Celsius, wind
speeds increase by 3%. This will con-
tinue and accelerate, with huge losses
in human life, especially in coastal
areas. In 2004 hurricanes killed 60
people in the US and caused $43 bil-
lion of damage. It was already well
known that New Orleans is one of the
most vulnerable places on earth to the
effects of global warming.
Although there have been fewer
rri  and tropical cyclones
o er the past decade, the
ic has averaged eight to

disaster

more destructive. It may be no coinci-
dence that sea surface temperatures
have risen the most in this period.
In the wake of Katrina a debate is
taking place among US scientists
about the effect of global warming.
The section of the US ruling class that
plays down or even denies the role of
global warming is losing its credibil-
ity. This was highlighted when Kerry
Emmanuel, a scientist from Massa-
chusetts who was a leader of the cli-
mate change sceptics, switched sides
in the debate and publicly recognised
the manmade damage already being
done. A number of prominent scien-
tists are asserting that global warming
has probably already made hurricanes
more severe. Kevin Trenberth of the
National Center for Atmospheric
Research has said thal ‘to unequivo-
cally state that global warming has
nothing to do with what’s going on in
Katrina, is totally irrespensible in my
view.” Neither side, however, sees the
“solution to the problem. Both receive
government funding in one way or
another and so they ignore the cause
of global warming and environmental
destruction: capitalism and imperial-
m. This is the enemy we nced to
fight if we are to prevent more and
cala [

- Louis Brehony
measured {rom 1-5,
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HURRICANE RITA

As we go to press, the destruc-
tion caused by Hurricane Rita
was much less than expected,
although Texan oil installations
have suffered considerable dam-
age. At one stage a Category 5
hurricane, by the time it hit land
in eastern Texas and western
Louisiana it had moderated to
Category 2. The relief effort is
now being focused on redeeming
Bush's plummeting polling rat-
ings and federal agencies are
pulling out all the stops. After the
Katrina disaster, the local popu-
lation took no chances. Two mil-
lion people fled the affected
areas in advance, causing 100-
mile long traffic jams. The evacu-
ation of Houston was a fiasco:
cars ran out of petrol - and so did
the petrol stations. More than 20
pensioners died when a bus
exploded on the freeway: the
stop-start traffic overheated the
brakqs which caught fire, and, in
turn, ignited the patients’ oxygen
tanks. They were the first casual-
ties of the evacuation effo
where the state throws respons
bility on to individuals to orga®®
their own escape. The returm wil )
no doubt be equally chaotic
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Between 7 and 15 August, the Revolutionary
Communist Group joined more than 17,000 delegates
from 144 countries for the 16th World Festival of Youth
and Students in Caracas, Venezuela under the slogan
‘for peace and solidarity, we struggle against
imperialism and war’. HELEN YAFFE reports.

“The Festival is organised by the World

Federation of Democratic Youth and
first took place in July 1947, when
17.000 youth from 71 countries met in
post-war Prague, after two imperialist
world wars within one generation,
raising the slogan ‘youth, unite in the
struggle for a stable and durable
peace’. The Festival adopted an anti-
imperialist line in Cuba in 1978.

Afier the collapse of the Soviet
bloc 1989-91, the Festival was suc-
cessfully revived in Cuba in 1997,
despite the Miami-based terrorists’
attack (see FRFI 139). The period
Jeading up 1o the Festival in Algeria
2001 saw the ascendancy of social-
democracy. In Britain New Labour
chirped on about the ‘third way’ and
throughout Europe and Latin America
social democratic govermments recon-
ciled themselves with global capital-
ism while revolutionary movements

*uffered defeats throughout the world.
~ Only after a political battle within

the

international organising commitiee did
the Festival again adopt an anti-tmpe-
rialist stance as 6,500 youth from 110
countries met in Algena.

Then in September 2001, just
weeks after the Festival, the US came
under attack from reactionary terrorist
forces it had helped to create. Imper-
jalism increased its offensive, espe-
cially in Afghanistan and Iraq. In res-
ponse to that offensive and the total
failure of neo-liberal globalisation for
the oppressed majority, anti-imperial-
ist forces grew. How quickly the
world can change.

The 16th World Festival of Youth
and Students took place in a principal
battle ground between imperialism and
the oppressed. Since Hugo Chavez was

elected President in 1998 he has clawed
back power from the ruling class, which

_.islinked to US capital, gradually social-

ising the means of production and redis-
tributing oil wealth for social invest-
ment in a country where 80% of the
population lives in poverty. 14 years
after the collapse of the Soviet Union,
Chavez has declared that the Bolivarian
Revolution in Venezuela will take a
socialist path.

The themes for discussion at the

“* Festival were: 1) peace, war and im-

perialism; 2) education, science, cul-
ture, communication and technology;
31 employment, economy and devel-

- opment; and 4) democracy, liberty, na-
tional sovereignty and human rights. A
_day was dedicated to each continent,
: ings organised for social sec-

p: young workers and

indige-

The British delegation
Contrast this revolutionary backdrop
with the Alice-in-Wonderland British
delegation. Officially with 97 dele-
gates, of whom just one third joined the
contingent at the inauguration march.
The group around the British national
committee was dominated by young
representatives from the Labour Party
and social-democratic groups linked to
it. Representatives and apologists of an
imperialist Labour Party, a government
illegally occupying Iraq, attending an
anti-imperialist Festival!

The British national committee
organised two workshops: on trade
unionism and on British imperialism.
The RCG delegates participated in the
workshops, confronting our compatri-
ots about the racist and imperialist
history of the Labour Party, the lie of
‘socialist’ Old Labour, and the com-
plicity of the trade union movement
in the exploitation of the oppressed
world. We argued for a complete
break with Labour in order to build a
real movement against war, racism,
capitalism, imperialism, and to truly
defend the working class and opp-
ressed.

In revolutionary Latin America, we
were among a radicalising majority
and our contributions were received
with respect and solidarity from anti-
imperialists around the world, pleased
to hear the voice of genuine socialists
from the oldest imperialist country in
the world.

Revolutionary youth of
Venezuela

Throughout the event we were
impressed with the political level of
the young Venezuelan delegates and
the hundreds of volunteers assisting at
the Festival. The more than 3,000
Venezuelan delegates were chosen by
their peers in workplaces, communi-
ties and social and political organisa-
tions. Their ranks included 90 youth
from indigenous communities, 100
peasants, 500 from social programmes
or missions established to tackle pov-
erty, 150 cadets and soldiers and 20
disabled youth.

These Venezuelan youth are more
than just ‘Chavistas’— followers of the
charismatic President. They were pol-
itical cadre of the Revolution, They
understand that Venezuela has emb-
arked on a process of transition to soc-
ialism, and they recognise the in-
tensily of class war this involves,
They understand the need to foster
popular participation in the Revo-
lution, to arm the people with knowl-

efend the basic wel-

Revolulionary slogans in Caracas

ment described the Revolution as at a
juncture between two systems, in trans-
ition from capitalism to socialism and
talked about creating the conditions for
this advance. The speakers urged a
return to the classic texts of Marx and
Lenin and a re-examination ol the
Trotsky-Stalin polemic, a constructive
assessment of the socialist countries
and the need to build a humanilarian
socialism, democratic and representa-
tve.

‘Cuba, Venezuela, una
sola bandera’
The British delegation had arrived in
Caracas from Havana with 1,800 dele-
gates from Cuba, including 500 inter-
national students who study for free
on the island. Al lam in an airport in
Caracas, we were welcomed with a
party, Cuban and Venezuelan flags
waved to the slogan Cuba, Venezuela,
una sola bandera (Cuba, Venezuela,
just one flag) chanted above the music.
Since October 2000 Cuba and
Venezuela have had cooperation agre-
ements and now operate under the
Latin American Bolivarian Alternative
(ALBA), which, among a complex of
agreements, exchanges oil supplies
for Cuba with the supply of thousands
of Cuban medical personnel and edu-
cators for Venezuela (see FRFI 183).
The concrete results of this co-opera-
tion are the social welfare projects:
Operation Milagro (eye operations for
Venezuelans to recover sight in Cuba),
Barrio Adentro [ & II (medical provi-
sion), Mission Robinson (basic liter-

acy), Mission Rivas (secondary
school education), Mission Sucre
(university/professional  education)

among others.

Today Cuba has 25,845 health pro-
fessionals assisting over 85 million
people in 66 different countries. At the
same time more than 12,000 foreign
youth study medicine in Cuba for [ree.
As well as resisting US imperialism
for 46 years, Cuban socialism has pre-
sented a viable alternative model for
the oppressed of the world. The
respect and solidarity which Cuba has
won was rellected whenever Cuba or
Castro were mentioned at the festival,
The Venezuelan President has prom-
ised to send Venezuelan Lroops lo
defend Cuba if the US attacks.

Chavez speaks to the

youth of the world

RCG delegates had the privilege of

hearing Chavez speak on three occa-

ons during the Festival. First of these

as at the inauguration event where
ked 0th anni
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British delegates with young Venezuelan revolutionaries at the inauguration march

invading Venezuela, as they had Irag
and Afghanistan, ‘we will make them
bite the dust defending our country...we
will start the war of 100 years and set
fire to the continent. The people will
break out everywhere ready to show
imperialism that this century will be
our century, that we are not prepared to
live on our knees, that we demand to be
free!” He concluded that ‘the only way
to remove capitalism is restoring, stren-
gthening, opening and constructing the
path to socialism of the 21st century, a
true socialism... Down with capitalism!
Down with imperialism! Long live
socialism! Long live freedom!”

At the conference on socialism for
the 21st century, Chavez called for a
great debate, open and democratic, on
socialist construction. He described
how capitalism and imperialism are
destroying the planet and the human
race. A sombre silence descended over
his audience as Chavez predicted that
world might end in 50 years if we fail
to overthrow the destructive capitalist
system. Conveying a sense of urgen-
cy, he adopted a slogan from Fred-
erick Engels and Rosa Luxemburg:
‘Socialism or Barbarism!’

Chavez was the final witness at the
two-day Anti-Imperialist Court which

heard testimony from around the
world, including:
® Vietnam, about the devastation

caused by US use of agent orange. We
saw images of children still being
born with horrendous delormities;

@ Palestine, aboul both life under
occupation and life [or the seven mil-
lion Palestinian refugees;

® Mexico, about migrants who die or
are murdered nttempting to enter the
US and about slave labour and incar-
ceration once there;

® Brazil, about the struggle of the land-
less;

® The US, about youngsters sent (o
die as cannon fodder in an illegal and
unjust war in Iraq;

@ Cuba, about the actions ol terrorist
organisations in Miami, and the US

the  govemnment complicity, a testimony

~ given by a Cuban government agent
-who worked under cover for 22 years,

_Chavez opened his testimony with
‘accusation that ‘Mister Danger’,

as he calls US President Bush, and his
government, would attempt to assassi-
nate him. He detailed the new frater-
nal trade deals made as part of
Mercosur (South American market),
Petrosur (South American petrol agre-
ements) and Telesur (South American
television channel), all of which und-
ermine the domination of US capital
and its ability to exploit the people of
southern America. He threatened to
end Venezuela’s oil exports to the US,
stating that retail prices would double
as a result. But he declared to the 700
US delegates at the Festival that any
progressive group or social organisa-
tion could purchase refined oil direct
from the Venezuelan government at
half the market price.

Retelling an anecdote about how
Che Guevara accidentally volunteered
to be President of the National Bank,
Chavez asked whether there were any
young communists in the audience, to
which 90% jumped up cheering ‘oven
connnunista, marxista-leninista’ (young
communist, Marxist-Leninist). He con-
cluded his speech and closed the Fest-
ival by again borrowing the words of
Castro, ‘condemn us, it does not mat-
ter, history will absolve us!” |

Death threat against
Chavez

A week after the World Youth
Festival the US's leading TV evan-
gelist Pat Robertson called for
‘some of the covert operatives' in
the US to assassinate the Vene-
zuelan President because it was ‘a
whole lot cheaper than starting a
war.' Robertson, a Christian fund-
amentalist and ardent supporter
of President George Bush, called
Venezuela ‘a launching pad for
communist infiltration and Islamic
extremism'. US Secretary of Def-
ense responded to international
outrage with a pathetic reas-
surance that: ‘Our department
doesn't do that kind of thing. It's
against the law.' This senile old
fascist should be imprisoned for
promoting terrorism, along with
Bush, Blair and the rest of the

imperialist warmongering thieves.
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In brief...

A model for surviving
hurricanes

Within hours of Hurricane Katrina hit-
ting the southern United States, Cuba
offered to send immediately 100 med-
ical specialists each carrying 24 kilos
of emergency medicines and diagnos-
tic equipment, followed within two
days by 1,100 doctors, medicines, dia-
gnostic teams and three ficld hospitals.

Cuba itsell bears the brunt of sev-
eral hurmicanes every year. The last ten
years have scen some of the worst
hurricanes on record, vet loss of life in
Cuba is always very low. Often no
deaths occur at all. Certainly, the tra-
gic deaths, chaos and suffering the US
witnessed in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina would never be allowed to
happen in Cuba. No one would be
abandoned the way that poor black
and white working class people were
in the US. Cuba has been cited by the
United Nations International Secretar-
iat for Disaster Reduction as a model
for hurricane preparation.

In July, 1.7 million Cubans were
evacuated from the path of Hurricane
Dennis within 24 hours. Everyone in
Cuba knows where to go and what to
do in an emergency. Everyone is war-
ned when an emergency is on the way
and again when evacuation is to take
place. If necessary, neighbourhood
teams convey the messages door to
door. National leaders take control and
go on television to give updated infor-
mation. People are evacuated to med-
ically-equipped shelters. Family doc-
tors evacuate with their neighbours.
Animals are also evacuated. Even imp-
ortant items such as fridges and TV sets
are taken. It would be inconceivable for
Cubans to be stuck in a sports stadium

. wathout food or water.

In the US, money is thrown at a
problem afier the event. They have lit-
le social capital. In socialist Cuba the

safety of the people is paramount and
they work together to prepare for and
try to prevent catastrophe before it
happens.

Victory for the Cuban 5

On 9 August a Federal Appeals Court
in Atlanta, USA, unanimously over-
turned the convictions of the Cuban 5
(previously referred o as the Miami 5)
and ordered a retrial. It ruled that the
five Cubans, arrested in September
1998 and convicted on trumped-up
charges of espionage, had not received
a fair trial due to local prejudice and
hostility in Miami, where the original
trial was held, and hostile publicity. A
few days before the ruling,.a UN com-
mittee found that the arrest and legal
procedures concemning the Cuban 5
had been arbitrary and contrary to the
law. It has also emerged that the local
FBI and associates of the Miami mafia
lied to the Attorney General to allow
the original trial to proceed. The US
government has until 29 September to
decide whether to appeal against the
Appeals Court ruling. The five men,
whose real activities were 1o infiltrate
and report on the activities of anti-
Cuban terrorist groups active in Mi-
ami, were given seniences ranging
from 15 years to double life plus 15
years. They have spent many months
in solitary confinement. They should
‘be released immediately. )

CUBA VIVE
2005 Brigade to Guba:
Inspired by the Battle of ideas

As ever, it was inspiring to meet
with Kenia Serrano, head ol Intern-
ational Affairs at the UJC, who took

The brigade that marked the tenth anniversa
in solidarity with Cuba returned

in August from two weeks in Havana

ry of Rock around the Blockade’s work

and

Guantanamo invigorated by the experience. Brigadistas who had taken pa‘rl'. in our
previous brigade to Cuba in 2003 reported sensing a sea change In the political cli-
mate, a society once again brimming over with revolutionary enthusiasm and con-

sciousness at every level, a sense of a people - and particularly a youth
engaged in the building of socialist society. The Battle of

This was the main theme of all our
discussions with communists in Guan-
tanamo and Havana. The Battle of
Ideas, launched in 2000, was bomn out
of the upsurge of popular mobilisation
in Cuba to demand the return of
the child, Elian Gonzalez, held by
relatives in Miami, to his father in
Cuba. It is an ideological battle being
fought on every front — the cultural,
political, educational and social — to
reclaim every Cuban for the Revo-
lution.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991, coupled with an ever-tightening
US blockade, propelled Cuba into the
devastating economic crisis known as
the Special Period. As a small, iso-
lated and underdeveloped socialist
island suddenly exposed to the harsh
realities of the world market, Cuba’s
survival depended on making a num-
ber of concessions to capitalism.
These included encouraging tourism
via joint ventures with capitalist com-
panies, legalising dollars and allowing
the growth of small private enterprise.
The Cuban Communist Party recog-
nised that these steps were sctbacks
for socialism and would, inevitably,
have social consequences as growing
inequality and private enrichment led
1o the sapping of a collective spirit,
growing materialist self-interest, indi-
vidualism and alienation. The Battle
of Ideas is all about combating those
tendencies. Evaristo Sierra, a leading
UJC [Union of Young Communists]
member in Guantanamo, explained:
‘In the 1990s we had to open our-
selves up to dollars...Foreign invest-
ment and tourism had negative conse-
quences. We were looking for
solutions. Prostitution and other evils
emerged. We have had to work with
young people to educate and re-educate’.

The Cubans know the ideological
battle has to be fought, first and fore-
most, on a concrete terrain. In 2000,
they set about assessing the scale of
the problem, with 6,000 students, on a
voluntary basis, visiting nearly 60,000
homes, particularly in the poor and
overcrowded areas most affected by
the rigours of the Special Period. As a
result a whole raft of programmes was
set up, the most important of which
has been the training of thousands of
social workers to work with the most
disadvantaged and alienated sections
of society, reintegrating them into the
Revolution. Yasmin, the Provincial
Director of the Social Work Prog-
ramme in Guantanamo, told us: ‘The
programme started afier our commu-
nity initiated door-to-door visits for all
the population. They found some peo-
ple and families who were isolated
despite the Revolution, due to the
Special Perio the social work

i
Xy
the Revolution

higher education, establishing local
university study centres and introduc-
ing programmes for those who have
failed entrance exams to enter higher
education through more practically-
based routes, working alongside tea-
chers or social workers. At another,
social workers work intensively with
prisoners, particularly the young, with
one social worker to every ten prison-
ers, ensuring they have theopportu-
nity to attend university or technical
schools and helping smooth their rein-

_tegration into the community at the

end of their sentences. The Second
Secretary of the UJC in Guantanamo,
Enermis, stressed: ‘There will always
be some who get confused and allow
themselves to be misled, a minority.
The UJC works with these people. We
never reject anyone’. The sound sys-
tem donated by the brigade to the UIC
in the town of Caimanera — economi-
cally blighted by its proximity to the
US base and concentration camp at
Guantanamo — will allow the UIC to
extend its work with young people in
one of the poorest and most deprived
areas of Cuba.

We also met social workers dedi-
cated to work with the disabled, the
elderly, the mentally ill and all those
who could find themselves margin-
alised — again, with the aim of improv-
ing people’s lives and so giving them
a real stake in the Revolution.

- actively

Ideas is bearing fruit.

Brigadistas with Angel Arcos, comrade and close friend of Che Guevara In the early years of

The spirit of internationalism still
burns brightly in Cuba. During the 26
July street celebrations held by a local
Committee for the Defence of the Re-
volution in Havana, we met by chance
with a group of Cuban combatants
who had fought in Angola in the
1970s and 1980s and made such a cru-
cial contribution to the overthrow of
the racist apartheid regime in South
Africa. Such people play a vital role in
maintaining revolutionary ideals by
spreading their experiences and know-
ledge to a younger generation who
have never known first-hand the bar-
barism of capitalism and imperialism.

This was borne out when we had the
privilege of meeting Angel Arcos,
comrade and close friend of Che
Guevara in the early years of the Revo-
Iution. In 1959 Angel Arcos, an acc-
ountant, was offered huge sums of
money by his US employers to defect
to the US; instead he took the princi-
pled stand of staying in Cuba to work
on the nationalisation of industry and
was one of the pioneers behind devel-
oping the voluntary work programme
that Che saw as key to changing human
consciousness. He continues to this day
to contribute to the building of social-
ism. We were honoured, too, to be able
to spend time with Reinaldo Mancebo,
formerly of the Cuban Embassy in
London and long-time friend of Rock
around the Blockade and the RCG.

part in the Rock around the Blockade

speaking tour of Britain in 2002.
Kenia described this generation’s in-
volvement in Venezuela being the
equivalent of the internationalism of
those who fought in Angola. Throug-
hout our stay we encountered large
delegations of young people working
flat out in preparation for the World
Youth Festival in Venezuela.

Other highlights of the brigade
included meeting relatives of the
Cuban [Miami] 5 and hearing Fidel
Castro speak on the anniversary of the
26 July Moncada attack at the Karl
Marx theatre in Havana.

Cuba’s example, its ability to leam
from the past and go forward, to fight
to deepen and extend socialism
through the Battle of Ideas, will con-
tinue to inspire our work here in Brit-
ain. We would like to thank the
National UJC in Havana, and in par-

Brigadistas met a group of veferans
who had fought in the Angolan war
against invading South African and
US-backed armies

ticular our guide Yenielis, who acc-
ompanied us, translated for us and
answered our questions 24 hours a
day; the UJC in Guanatanamo; the
staff of the Fine Art School in Guan-
tanamo, where we stayed, and all
those who made our many visits and
meetings so interesting and inspiring.
Rock around the Blockade would also
like to thank all those who contributed
in various ways over the last 18
months to the fundraising and political
work that made the brigade, and the
donation of a sound system to support
the UJC’s work with the youth,

possible. |
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. Ireland: Republicanism
and Revolution
by Alan Woods,
Wellred Books,
May 2005,

135 pages, £6.99

Why review a book on lrish
republicanism written by a
long-standing member of the
bloody.  racist,  imperialist
British Labour Party? Because
socialists needs to understand
the significance of the revolution-
ary national class struggle
against imperialism and for
socialism, particularly with devel-
opments in Latin America.
Woods' analysis of Irish republi-
canism totally fails in this respect.
Indeed, his book is an example of a
trend which Lenin called imperial-
ist economism, and which todsy ex-
presses the interests of a narrow sec-
tion of the working class — the
labour aristocracy.

Woods says that ‘the only way to
solve what remains (sic) of Ireland’s
national problem is as a by-product of
the revolutionary struggle for social-
1sm.’(p127) He continues: ‘There can
be no reunification of Ireland while
the working class remains divided
along sectarian lines’ (ibid). He con-
cludes that ‘It is time to put an end to
the sectarian divisions that have

~medevilled the working class of the

- Honh of Ireland for so long’ (p129)

This will be achieved by fighting ‘on
issues that unite working people, not
those that divide us’ (p130). But these
fine words are really no more than ide-
alist drivel which in the end capitu-
lates to imperialism.

Lenin and imperialist
economism
Lenin had to deal with a number of
trends during the First Imperialist War
10 re-establish the principled position
on the struggle for national self-deter-
mination, amongst them the imperial-
ist economists. Lenin described ‘the
same economist refusal to see and
pose political questions’, continuing
*Since socialism creates the economic
basis for the abolition of national
oppression in the political sphere,
therefore our author refuses to formu-
late our political tasks in this sphere
(Lenin, Collected Works Vol 23 p 16).
In particular, imperialist economists
disagreed with the right of oppressed
nations to self-determination because,
they argued, it would mean capitulat-
ing to the nationalist bourgeoisie. This
is exactly Woods’ argument. He is of
course against national oppression.
But he does not translate this into any
«<oncrete political tasks. Instead he
says, in relation to partition:
“The border is of course an abomi-
nation that must be removed. It is not,

- however, the task of socialists to erect

new frontiers. Our aim is altogether
 different: our aim is to abolish all fron-

IRELAND: :
imperialism and national revolution

How the Trotskyists got it wrong

the achievement of formal independ-
ence on a capitalist basis has solved
nothing” (p131).

Woods never differentiates between
the tasks facing the working class of
oppressor and oppressed nations. He
rejects Lenin’s clear exposition of the
two-fold character of the struggle of
the working class against national op-
pression:

‘(a) first, it is the *“‘action” of the
nationally oppressed proletariat and
peasantry jointly with the nationally
oppressed bourgeoisie against the op-
pressor nation; (b) second, it is the
“action” of the proletariat, or of its
class-conscious section, in the oppres-
sor nation against the bourgeoisie of
that nation and all the elements that
follow it’. (Lenin: ‘A caricature of
Marxism and imperialist economism’,
Collected Works Vol 23 p62)

Lenin’s position was clear: social-
ists in imperialist nations must support
the right of oppressed nations to self-
determination down to an uprising or
war. Does Woods agree with this? You
cannot find out from his book.

Lenin argued that imperialist econ-
omism had both a left and a right face.
Woods presents the right face: for him
anyone who engages in struggles for
national independence is by definition
subordinating the interests of the work-
ing class to those of the national bour-
geoisie. Hence they must be opposed
and condemned. In the case of Ireland,
this means attacking the IRA. Woods
justifies his position by distorting

Marx, Engels, Lenin and Connolly.

leaders in the First International. Marx
and Engels were indeed at times very
scathing about the Fenians — but only in
their private correspondence. In public
they fought Woods' equivalents in the
ranks of the English trade union move-
ment. Their supporter Dupont argued in
the International against those he called
‘English would-be liberators’ who
argued that *Fenianism is not altogether
wrong” but asked why they did not
employ ‘legal means of meetings and
demonstrations.” He continued:

“What is the use of talking of legal
means to a people reduced to the lowest
state of misery from century to century
by English oppression...Is it well for

the English to talk of legality and jus-
tice to those who on the slightest suspi-
cion of Fenianism are arrested and
incarcerated, and subjected to physical
and mental tortures?..The English
working men who blame the Fenians
commit more than a fault, for the case
of both peoples is the same; they have
the same enemy to defeat.” (Marx and
Engels on Ireland p486-7)

Lenin, Connolly and Trotsky
Although Woods seeks justification for
his position in Lenin and Connolly, as
an imperialist economist he feels much
more at home with Trotsky’s generali-
sations. Lenin, however, never adopted
Trotsky's perspective; to think that he
did would be to ignore his contribution
to the debate on self-determination at
the Second Congress of the Third
International where he pointed to the

dreds

for national revolution has disap-
peared even in backward Ireland...
The experiment of an Irish nathnul
rebellion...is over. But the historical
role of the Irish proletariat is only
beginning. Alrcady it has brought into
the revolt, even though under an arc-
haic flag, its class indignation against
militarism and imperialism.’

Lenin replied: 1
“To imagine that social revolution is
conceivable without revolts by small
nations in the colonies and in Europe,
without the revolutionary outbursts by
a section of the petty bourgeoisie with
all its prejudices, without a movement
of politically non-conscious proletar-

ian and semi-proletarian masses
against oppression by the landowners,
the church, and the monarchy against
national oppression el¢ — to imagine
all this is to repudiate social revolu-
tion. So one army lines up in one place
and says *We are for socialism”, and
another, somewhere else and says,
*We are for imperialism”, and that
will be a social revolution!” (Lenin,
Collected Works, Vol 22 pp355-56)

Nor was Connolly a Trotskyist. He
could not have made himself plainer
when he asked a few weeks before the
Rising: ‘Is itnot well and fitting that we
of the working class should fight for the
freedom of the nation from foreign
rule, as the first requisite for the free
development of the national powers
needed for our class? It is so fitting’
(cited in Reed, Ireland: The key to the
British Revolution p25). You would not
know this from reading Woods.

The split in the working
class

Woods constantly seeks 10 minimise
the significance of the split in the
working class in the occupied Six
Counties. Every time he is forced to
concede that discrimination against
Catholic workers in the North exists,
Woods tries to belittle its significance
by saying that conditions for Protes-
tants are also bad (eg p70, pp80-81).
But that is not what is at issue. The
split in the working class is not merely
ideological, as he tries to suggest, but
has a material basis in British imperi-
alist domination, and Connolly under-
stood its significance when he ob-
served that:

‘...the Orange working class are
slaves in spirit because they have been
reared up amongst people whose con-
ditions of servitude were more slavish

 than their own. In Catholic Ireland the

working class are rebels in spirit and

1 ¢ in feeling because for hun-
years they have found no
paid or as hardly treated

¢ _the doctrine that because the work-
ers of Belfast live under the same
industrial conditions as do those of
Great Britain, they are therefore
subject to the same passions and to
be influenced by the same methods
of propaganda, is a doctrine _:xlmml
screamingly funny in its absurdity’

Yet it is this doctrine Woods wants
the Irish movement to pursue: “A pro-
gramme based on issues that can unite
the class: jobs, wages, conditions,
housing, women’s rights — only the
struggle for this can succeed where all
clse has failed” (Woods, pl26).
Connolly may not have used the term
‘imperialist economism’, but this is
what he was dealing with — the Woods
of his day.

1969 and the introduction
of British troops

On this subject, Woods just lies. He
states that the Marxists in the Labour
Party ‘came down firmly against the
sending of the troops to the North.
They wrote at the time: “The call
made for the entry of British troops
will tumn to vinegar in the mouths of
some of the civil rights leaders. The
troops have been sent in to impose a
solution in the interests of British and
Ulster big business™ * (p110). But he
omits to mention that the self-same
article in Militant of September 1969
also says:

‘A slaughter would have follow-
ed in comparison with which the
blood-letting in Belfast would have
paled into insignificance if the Labour
Government had not intervened with
British troops.’ (cited in Reed p177)

So the *Marxists’ were not against
the introduction of troops at all! In-
deed, ten years later, they were de-
scribing those who called for the with-
drawal of British troops as ‘attorneys
for the Provos’ (Bulletin, November/
December 1979). Needless to say,
Woods makes no reference to this
either.

Out of countless examples of
Woods’ capitulation to imperialism, we
will take just one. His account of the
struggle of the 1970s against the crimi-
nalisation of Republican prisoners
ignores the crucial role of the 1974-79
Labour government in establishing a
regime of institutionalised torture and
repression. Although he now seems to
endorse the struggle led by the
Relatives Action Committees (RACs)
in support of the prisoners it was a quite
different story at the time.

In October 1979, Militant Irish
Monthly issued a virulent condemna-
tiu_n of the Mountbatten and Warren-
point bombings entitled ‘Mass action
not individual terror’, saying that:
‘Above all these events have, very
temporarily, stunned the rising move-
ment of the working class just at a
time when the attention of all workers
needs to be focused on opposition to
the policies of the Tory government,’

The article is silent on the prison-
ers’ struggle let alone the role of the
RACs.

Woods™ arguments express the in-
teresl_s of a privileged section of the
working class, the labour aristocracy.
His defence of the Labour Party, his
Opposition to armed resistance to the
British occupation, his re=writing of
the shameful history of his organisa-
tion, his misuse of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Connolly all have a pur-
Pose: to keep opposition to British im-
perialism within the confines of bour-
geols  respectability. Together they
;l:iz‘tlm to a deeply reactionary stand-

Robert Clough



Repression in Scottish prisons 177}

In June this year over 70 prisoners at Saughton prison in Edinburgh went on hunger strike
over the disgusting quality of the prison food and increased repression at the gaol, which
recently opened a massive new ‘superwing’, purpose-built to hold long-term prisoners.

his was the latest manifestation

of unrest at Saughton since the

appointment 18 months ago of

David Crofi as governor. Crofi,
an ex-Saughton screw, was at Shotts
prison in Lanarkshire at the time of
the uprising five years ago and is still
remembered by prisoners there with
bitterness. Since taking over at Saugh-
ton he has systematically screwed
down the regime and encouraged his
staff to harass prisoners, especially lif-
ers and long-termers.

In June Croft hurried up the com-
pletion of a new purpose-built top sec-
urity wing, Ingliston House, officially
intended as a long term facility for
freshly sentenced prisoners. He de-
cided, however that the first group to
move into the new fortress-type wing
would be 60 life-sentence prisoners
approaching the end of their sentences
and normally eligible for semi-open or
open prisons. Saughton had previ-
ously held such lifers in a relaxed and
semi-open facility, from where they
were allowed to go out each day to
work in the outside community as a
crucial part of their reintroduction into

society. Croft now moved them en
masse to the new wing and shut them
behind steel gates, electronic doors
and reinforced cells, constantly ob-
served by CCTV cameras. Men who,
in some cases, had served decades in
prison and were approaching freedom
were now arbitrarily returned to maxi-
mum  security conditions, in clear
breach of the Scottish Prison Service’s
official position on rehabilitation.

Ingliston House itsell is a massive
complex of separate self-contained
wings or units, all operating ‘incen-
tive-based’ regimes of varying sever-
ity, based on crude behaviour modifi-
cation principles and straightforward
blackmail. Costing tens of millions of
pounds to construct and equip, it is an
architectural blueprint for prison
repression in the future, and is clearly
inspired by US methods of control and
containment.

The second group of prisoners
moved into Ingliston House were
freshly sentenced long-termers, who
previously would have been trans-
ferred to proper long-term prisons
(Saughton remains essentially a local

remand jail) with more appropriate
regimes. Now they are expected to
serve the whole of their sentences in
the austere and virtual lockdown con-
ditions prevailing in Ingliston House;
in some cases this will be for 10, 15 or
20 years. Inevitably, it was this group
of prisoners who began challenging
the regime early on and within a week
the screws trying to enforce it began
to lose control, As always, when con-
{ronted by the spectre of prisoner soli-
darity, the administration began in-
creasing lockdown periods and strictly
segregating groups of prisoners during
exercise periods. Initially all prisoners
in the facility had shared exercise
periods, although they were confined
to separate pens or cages; however
two days after arriving at Ingliston
House, prisoners pushed their way as
one mass group into a single cage and
defied the screws to separate or re-
move them. Containment of resistance,
as opposed to futile attempts to break
it, now characterises the regime, and
inevitably the tension continues to rise.

Tony Cameron, the head of the
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), toured

Ingliston Fouse in the week that it
opened and responded to prisoners’
complainls with indifTerence and sar-
casm. This speaks volumes about his
lack of concern for either the psycho-
logical health of prisoners or the well-
being of his staff should the place
erupt into riot. Cameron’s department
has spent millions on crealing what is
in effect a huge high-tech control unit
at Saughton, yet he resisted vigor-
ously the court ruling ordering them to
comply with human rights law by pro-
viding in-cell sanitation at prisons
such as Barlinnie. Cameron’s priori-
ties are obvious.

There will be significant unrest at
Saughton unless David Croft is reined
in by the SPS and long-term prisoners
are treated with proper regard for their
human rights. Unfortunately the offi-
cial mentality is probably best sum-
med up by the remark of one screw at
Saughton who, when confronted with
a warning of trouble from a prisoner,
said ‘At the end of the day, we’re the
biggest gang in here so we will always
win.’

How many times will the lesson
have to be learnt by those who attempt
1o crush and subdue us that when pris-
oners rise up collectively in defence of
our rights, no amount of violence and
repression is capable of halting us?

John Bowden, HMP Saughton

B If it was easy they wouldn’t call it
‘struggle’ by Mark Barnsley

This pamphlet is a translation of a
speech made by Mark Barnsley to a
prison support group in France in
2004. Mark served eight years of a
12-year sentence, having been

wrongly convicted of two counts of |

grievous bodily harm in an incident in
which he was not only not the
aggressor but was in fact the victim
of an attack perpetrated by 15
drunken students. Accounts of

Mark’s conviction and struggle to |

clear his name are available from the
campaign address; however this
pamphlet deals not with why he was
in prison but with how he survived
and fought his incarceration.

This is a concise but very mov-
ing, highly political and sometimes
funny account of prison life and
ways in which solidarity and resist-
ance can be engendered. At a time
when prisoners have been system-
atically divided against one another

by incentive and privilege schemes, -

the possibility of parole and the
widespread encouragement of her-
oin use, it is extremely refreshing to

read this pamphlet, which includes
many examples of pﬁsoners.ﬁgh?nyg 18

back against the system,

 acts of resistance and sabotage to
the 44 sceesorien g 1o

~ (Galician

1 political prisoners

(revolutionary Basque

e

FRFI supporters joined a three-hour demonstration outside Durham prison on 31 August 2005 In response to the death of 20-year-
old Louise Giles ten days earlier, Four prison vans were stopped as they brought prisoners 1o the gaol and a letier handed in to the
governor. Durham prison’s women's wing was heavlly criticised by the Chief Inspector of Prisons In 2004 and had been expected
1o close following the repori. Pauline Camphell, who organised the protest, and whose own daughter Sarah died In Styal prison,
read out a statement to the press, pointing out that ‘Ms Glles was owed a legal duty of care, and prisons cannot continue to be
1 dumping grounds for mentally ill people .. They have become a public disgrace, On average, two people per week take

) prisons In England and Wales',

approved, they can expect even

“harsher, more brutal treatment from
the Spanish authorities.
~ Political prisoners in Spain have

been routinely tortured by police offi-

~cers and guards. This obviously has
~ physical and mental consequences but

orturers act with impunity, know-
hat there will be no comeback or
in the media. Despite this, the
‘state has not been capable of
ing the liberation struggle.
Racism! Fight Imperialism!
ly in solidarity with the
prisoners in French and

X _ Scott McDonald

Overcrowding

On 9 September the prison popula

tion of England and Wales stood at
76,984, In August a report from the
Prison Reform Trust had already
warned that the system was dan

gerously overcrowded, with over half
of prisons over capacity, and 10,000
more people in the prison system
than it was designed to hold.

In July the Home Office was
forced to withdraw its long-term
prison population projections
released in January — as the popula
tion had climbed to 2,000 over the
highest predicted scenario in only
six months. The new projection
foresees the prison population
reaching 90,000 by 2010.

Harmondsworth
On 10 August the trial of seven men
accused of riot and violent disorder
at Harmondsworth Removal Centre
in July 2004 ended with ‘three
acquittals and four convictions. The
uprising occurred following the
death of detainee Sergey Baran-
uyck, who was facing imminent re-
moval to the Ukraine.

Those found guilty were Andrew
Walters, Give Okropiridze, Albert
Atkinson and Raycn Oates. They

Jctober/November 2005 FIG

were sentenced to between three
and four and a half years' imprison-
‘ ment each. FRFI sends them our
solidarity and best wishes.

| Lincoln mutineers
| We would also like to belatedly
\ send solidarity greetings to all those
convicted in January this year of
participating in the 2002 uprising at
Lincoln prison. Twenty-one prison-
ers received sentences for their
‘ involvement in the Lincoln protest,
| with six men (Alan Brown, Gavin
Collins, Michael Westwood, Ben-
jamin Daws, John Lambert and Lee
McGrath) receiving nine-year sen-
[ tences. FRFIl would like to hear from
any of those convicted about their
experiences at Lincoln and their
treatment since.

Censorship of FRFI
Following Ifigo Makazaga's victory
against the Prison Service's at-
‘ tempts to prevent FRFl reaching
prisoners in high security prisons,
we have been contacted by a num-
ber of prisoners who have experi-
enced further problems. Subscrib-
ers to the paper in Nottingham,
Birmingham, Parc and Frankland
prisons have reported repeated dif-
ficulties with censorship, the major-
ity of which are ultimately resolved
but which require repeated submis-
slon of complaints and letters from
solicitors in order to remind the pris-
ons that they have a duty to comply
with the European Convention on
Human Rights, and in particular
with Article 10 (Freedom of Ex-
pression). We wil continue to
oppose each and every instance in
which our paper is censored.

G8 defendants

Over 700 protesters were arrested
at the G8 summit In July, with 366
being charged. All those held in
prison on remand have now heen
released and trials are now begin
ning in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Stirling.
perth and Fakik, athough sheifs
have been using powers to ban
supporters from the public galleries
of courts. Legal ang Material SUP

port is being organised by the July

2005 Solidarity Group, o/g 17 Wes!
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Above: 24 September The RCG, KUI’dISh Turkish and other revnluhonaries were part of the lively and militant

o TR

Anti-Imperialist Bloc contingent on the 10,000-20,000 strong London demonstration which called for ‘peace and

liberty’ in Irag.

ay afier day we see and
Dread news that proves that
capitalism isn’t working,

that it can’t solve the problems
that face the people of the world.
The occupation of Iraq has made
life worse for the mass of Iraqi
people. The Zionist withdrawal
from Gaza has gone hand in hand
with an extension of their settle-
~ment of the West Bank. The

‘response 1o Hurricane Katrina
‘showed that the world's richest
nation could not and would not
protect the poorest sections of the
population. In Britain, the educa-
tional system remains riddled
with inequality and the NHS is
being slowly privatised. Now is
the time for socialists and anti-
imperialists to be out on the
streets, campaigning for the
socialist alternative, and that is
where FRFI supporters have
been.

In London, the weekly pick-
ets of Marks and Spencer in
Oxford Street have continued to
get a very positive response from
the public, in the face of two
years of organised Zionist oppo-

sition. Regular pickets are also
taking place in Rochdale and
Newcastle, where they have
been joined by local members of
the Palestine Solidarity
Campaign.

Supporters have also brought
opposition to the occupation of
Iraq to the streets of cities in
England and Scotland. In
London, Manchester and
Newecastle street meetings have
‘made the link between the occu-

pation of Iraq and the attack on
democratic rights in Britain,
exposing the Labour govern-
ment’s intention to impose an
ever more repressive and racist
regime in this country. More
recently they have made the link
between the onslaught on the
Iragi people and the US govern-
ment’s racist contempt for the
lives of the poor black people in
New Orleans.

in  Glasgow, comrades
worked with Action Against War
(AAW) to organise a successful
day of action on 24 Scptember.
The SSP/SWP, having demo-
bilised opposition to the occupa-
tion, refused to support it and
instead urged their supporters to
20 on a 400-mile trip to London.
SWP members said that those
who were trying to organise an
event in Scotland for Scottish
people were splitling the move-
ment, and threatened AAW sup-
porters with violence. However,
this did not stop mobilisation
from taking place to ensure that
people in Scotland did not have
to travel to the south of England
to make their protest. Comrades
in England meanwhile mobilised
to ensure that a real anti-imperi-
alist voice was heard on the
London march.

In August, two members of
the RCG went to Venezuela to
take part in the World Festival
for Youth and Students (see
page 10). This is all part of a
process of developing links with
other socialist and anti-imperial-
ist organisations in other coun-
tries. As members of a commu-
nist organisation in the heart of
the oldest imperialist country in
the world, we relished an atmos-
phere where communist, anti-
imperialist sentiment was the
dominant feature, rather than the
stale Labourism of the left in
Britain.

The vibrant anti-war move-
ment which existed before the
invasion of Iraq has now all but
disappeared. The FRFI socicties
will be taking up the task of
rebuilding this movement and
creating a genuinely anti-imperi-
alist coalition of students against
imperialism and repression in
Britain. All other progressive stu-
dent societies will be invited to
co-ordinate campaigns under the
umbrella of the Student Anti-
Imperialist Network (SAIN).

The Network’s first confer-
ence will be on 29 October in
Newecastle. FRFl societies will
be arguing that its platform
should include:

« Opposition o the imperialist
occupation of Iraq;

Support for the right of the
Palestinian people to self-
determination;

Opposition to racist attacks in
Britain and defence of all
immigrants and asylum seck-
ers;

Defence of democratic rights
against the  increasingly
repressive standpoint of the

Labour government;
+ Support for socialist Cuba and

revolutionary Latin America.
The network will be completely
independent of Labour and its
apologists. It will therefore pose
a challenge to those on the lefl
such as the SWP/Respect who
place their alliance with the
Labour left before the need to
build a real movement.

Student readers from any-
where in the country are urged to
contact us for more details, and
to get active with us, giving a
voice to the fight against racism
and oppression, and supporting
those fighting back against impe-
rialism.

Right: 17 September.

London RCG supporters in Brixton
calling for the end of the
occupation of Iraq

Below: London RCG and RATB
supporters campalgning for the
release of the Cuban (Miami) 5

Student Anti-Imperialist Network
National Conference

Saturdav 29 Octaber 1 1am-5pm

| Events

LONDON
Every Thursday 6-8pm:

“Picket of M&S, Oxford Street
(Marble Arch End), ; 3

* Every Saturday/Sunday 12-3pm .
Street stalls. Ca!l.femall for detalls

Sttuﬂlaﬂ Octabor 1-3pm Rk
umclllaml 5 street stall,

emall regfrfi@easynet.co.uk

or victoryintifada@hotmail.com
or office@ratb.org.uk,

Write to BCM Box 5909,
London WCTN 3XX..

- MIDLANDS

For Information on anllvltles emall:

* - midlandsrcg@hotmall.com
NORTH W_EST :
~ MANCHESTE
.Salurdaﬂombor. SR

Assemble 12 noon

communist.com

or victoryintifada@hotmail.com

or visit www.manchesterfrfi.5u.com
for information on student activities
emall: salforgfrfi@hotmail.com

NORTH EAST
NEWCASTLE
Saturday 15 October. 12pm

Plcket of M&S, Northumberland

Street, Newcaslle city centre

. Wednesday 26 October. 7pm
~ Film Showling: Gaza Strip

3% Followed by speaker and discusslon
Tne stda cinema. Newcastle

Volces from revolutionary Cuba
-and Venezuela

~ Blockade, Fight Racism! Fight

- Students Union, Glasgow

- Committee Room 1/2, Queen

- Margaret Union, Glasnow University
- Tuesday 18 October. ipm
~ Braes Bar, Perth Rd, Dundee

ot

_Room 80rge Moom Building,
R Caledonlan University, Glasgow

- Far detalls of FRFI activities in
- Scotland:

Gall' 07779 785 529

emall: frliscotland@yahoo.co.uk
_For more [nformation on anti-war
activitles: Emall:

~ aclive_agalnst_war@yahoo.co.uk

Organising meeting and discussion
Speakers from FRFI, Active Against
War. All welcome

Phoenix Bar, Great Westemn Street,
by Queen Street Station, Glasgow

Saturday Sunday 5/6 November.
12-4pm

Weekend of Action Against
Depleted Uranium

Borders Bookshop, Buchanan St.
Glasgow

Debate and discussion:

Speakers from Rock around the

Imperialism!

Monday 17 October. 1pm
Level 8, Strathclyde University

Monday 17 October. 5pm
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Bombs in Bangladesh

website: www.revolutionarycommunist.com and www.rcgfrfi.easynet.co.uk

for the hierarchy. Itis this
decaying and parasitic system thal
has sparked the recent bombings.

In mid August, the Smash EDO
campaign held a week-long
peace camp against EDO MBM,
an arms company in Brighton
whe are complicit in the war
crimes committed by Britain, the
US and Israel. The start of the
camp was marked with a march:

Later in the week a march in
the centre of Brighton was quickly
stopped under Section 12 of the
Public Order Act 1986 and
demonstrators were forced up a
side street by police. Four
protestors were arrested, three of
them for “obstruction of the

request had been made and the
police were forced to back down.
There were also other incidents of
police harassment throughout the
week of protest.

Smash EDO continues to hold
regular noisy demos outside EDO
on Wednesdays from 4 {ill 6 at

Message from the Cuban 5

B-Wing application form, and also
after 1 had contacted my solicitor
Michael Purdon about it when [
received the first envelope empty.
1 dont write much since my
stroke, and 1 write lousy now;,
but could T ¢laim *stress’ for the
two-month stressful wait? And,
while we are at it, did the idiot

¢ On 21 August 2004 a meetin,
and trade union movement must Recenlly in Bangladesh'mm system collapsed and opportunists of the main o . asition was homhfd_ Message to the British people ANTONIO GUERRERO
be challenged, then there is no than 500 bombs exploded in 64 took contro! of the country, cleari o ir 1i h :
allernative - Join the RCG! districts of the country leading e > CANNgL (Morethan20ipraple loat theie Tives fusinifhe Liia i e akoncen i
ot ol ry leading to the way for an extreme Islamist with more than 300 being severely | bombings USP Florence, PO Box 7500,
1 would Iike to Join/recelve many injurics and deaths. Despite  fascist state. Afler 1975 the country  injured. The miscreants are still at 5880 State Highway 67,
more Information this Bﬂ“&'“"‘!s_h remains a nation plunged into one military large. But the government simply Dear hrothers and sisters, South Florence, CO 81226, USA
about the RCG I:I ;‘" of the media spotlight. The dictatorship after another. Lefl-wing  says “We are investigating”. In this moment of pain and N
| would fike to joln an f:m:ys ;lre li kc‘ly to h:.n'f: been lh‘e and progressive movements were The British High sorrow, we stand by your side and :gg;sgooozfl'a
FRFI Readers & work of Islamic extremists seeking  crushed and revolutionaries Conunissioner was also bombed send you all our love, support and r; PO Box 7007
Supporters Group D 10 overthrow the go'vemn.mnt. murdered. recently at a shrine in Sy lhel. No- solidarity. :10]’?3 aTLaI:IZ 4470;007 USA
e X Banshdesl} achieved ils In 1992 the first ‘democratic’ one apprehended, no-one brought We keep on fighting against sl . !
S — n cpcndcr!ge in T?mmhﬂ 19712 government came into power. to justice bul the government is terrorism (all kinds of terrorism) GERARDC HERNANDEZ
Address o from thc_n'{nhlary junta of Pakistan.  Today the power struggle is confident that they will succeed. as our better way to build a much #58739-004
Three million people gave their divided between those who can However, the majority of the better world for humanity, USP Victorville,
Z I — lives for this cause and itbecame an  afTord it. Corruption is vividly population facks that confidence. avoiding that such criminal PO Box 5500
— — exan;p:F of :nlty;’intclg)ﬁly ;md entwined in the roots of the system. The ruling class or the political acls as this one be carried out Adelanto, CA 92301, USA
. el il revolution. Founding President of Bangladesh has it all, secret police,  clite is steadi ving lowards a again. ZALEZ
the country Sheikh Mujibur communal hatred. extremist more conccn:l)"all:; muggiws We must prosecute and TERKANDO BOK
= = S Rahman, also the leader of the groups, starving majority and the structure. Bangladesh is slipping bring justice to all terrorists all Rsp7=e-004
Tel Tndependence movement, laid rich elite, The structure of the into communalism, centralised over the world and create a FCI Oxford, PO Box 1003.5 A
email _ || foundations for a democratic, political system is complex andal right-wing Islamic governance and | Peaceful and loving world for our et
secular, nationalist and socialist the same time restricted 1o the intolerance towards minorities. Just | children and future generations,as  RAMON LABANING SALAZAR
SUB s CRIBE syslen?. In 1975 Muji.bur was : upper class. The left wing parties like in any other country dividedby | @ modest way to honour the lives #58734-004 o
assassinated along with his family are without motivation and can wealth, control and oppression, of innocent human beings who USP Beaumont, PO Box 26035,
tt_) the bgst_ but the motive behind the coup hardly distinguish between truth Bangladesh's masses are suflfering. | have died. Beaumont, Texas 77720-6035 USA
ant:-impe_nallft ) d ‘érar is still mysterious. and farce. The parliament is
“;wsl"per n Brltaln' After the unfortunate fall of nothing more than a centre for KHALID
:IGGH#LQEARICA{SISMI: Mujibur’s government the socialist  futile arguments and a validation London FR FI fi nal Iy g etS th ro u g h
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Subscription rates: ¢ ] claiming this was at the request of
« Britain {inc . Ireland): £7.50 S m as h E D 0 Peace Ca m p the council, but when contacted a Tuday [5 August] [ finally A number of prisoners at Frankland,
for 6 issues, £14 for 12 issues local Green Party councillor received my copy of the June/July Full Sutton and Belmarsh have been
informed protestors that no such issue of FRFI, after | had filledina  stopped fram receiving the past two

issues of FRF1. We protested about
this censorship by writing letters fo
the prisons involved and to the Prison
Service, publicising it in the prison
newspaper Inside Time, on
Indymedia, through activist e-mail
lists and elsewhere, and have
encouraged prisoners to seek legal
redress. We also called on our

double individual rates from the outset, they suffered highway,” even though they Home Farm Road, Moulescoomb,
from attacks on their democratic complied with the police’s Brighton. The fight apainst British | who wrongfully got the issue supporters 10 protest to the
Make cheques/POs payable to right to protest by the Sussex and requests. The four were later imperialism and against the stopped in the first place get the Directorate of High Security prisons.
Larkin Publications. Metropolitan Police, as well as released without charge. The repression carried out by Sussex sack for it? All three prisons have since been -
Add £5 for foreign curmency cheques. from EDO. The march and camp prolestors then paid a surprise visit  Police and EDO MBM must be Incidentally, 1 found nothing instructed to allow prisoners to
1 wish to subscribe to were supported by anarchists, 1o EDO MBM’s second premises supported. objectionable in it at all! receive FRF] without further
FRFI beginning with issue socialists and communists in Fishergate. Again the police hindrance. We will continue to oppose
Nanie st from Brighton, London and attempted to clear the camp and ROBERT FROST BRUCE CHILDS all attempts to censor our newspaper
Address Manchester. threatened to make arrests, Brighton HMP Frankland or prevent its distribution in prisons.
" have appeared prominently in .
Justina and Yonre must stay! wimmesn | Asylum seekers on hunger strike
councillor and local church
leaders who have been very
Juslina Ogbe Eyube and her aid) and confirmed its original supportive., A contact in Delta State In July, Ugandan asylum scekers Harriet Anyangokolo bravely
I enclose payment of £ for infant son, Yonre, fled oil-rich conclusion that her story is is gathering evidence for a possible | held at Yarl's Wood Removal spoke out, not only about the
_ . issuesatrate Delta State in Nigeria late last year  probably true, but she could safely  fresh claim. Centre started a hunger strike in horrific abuse she suffered in i
Return this form to: FAF, and sought asylum in the UK. They  intemnally relocate somewhere else Fresh blood at our fortnightly protest at their proposed Uganda, but also about the sexual |
BCM Box 5909, London WCIN 3XX are victims of disputes between in Nigeria. Oh, yeah? planning meetings always deportation to Uganda as well as harassment and intimidation meted |
different ethnic groups about The Manchester Delta State welcome (next one Wednesday 28 the conditions at Yarl's Wood. out by the guards at Yarl's Wood I
. i control of the few perks the oil community helped the campaign September at the address below). The women had beenraped and  against her and other women. Since |
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her village was destroyed by an slowly gathered momentum, Bury from anyone with ideas and activities against the Ugandan received many similar statements
Thank your for printing my ethnic imilitia and in November Solidarity gave support from the expertise relevant to a fresh claim government. Harriet Anyangokolo from women held in ether '
—especially a lawyer. was on hunger strike for over 22 detention centres around Britain.

appeal in the paper last month.
can only hope the piece elicits a
better response than the one
printed in Inside Time. [ only
received two replies and one of
those was from the seg cleaner at
Wakefield, Of course, it could be

2003 she learned that her husband
had been killed. She believes he
was targeted because of his role in
worlk with oil companies and that
she is now a target.

They were *dispersed’ 1o Bury.
Over the first six months of this

start and through campaigning
networks we quickly made
contact with Eucharia (see page 3)
whose silualion is very similar to
Justina's. FRFI supporters in
Eucharia’s campaign helped us
with joint leafleting activitics.

For more information about
the campaign, contact me on 0161
798 8762, by e-mail
georgef@hberonbg.info or at the
address below.

days and due to be deported on 14
August. Her case was highlighted
in the press and on the radio through
the work of Women Against Rape
(WAR) and the Crossroads
Women's Centre. She was givena

1t is appalling that deportations
back to unsafe countries continus,
and that vulnerable female asylum
seckers regularly face abuse while
in detention by unaccountable
guards in privately run centres in

that my mail is being interfered year the asylum system went The Sukula family campaign in GEORGE HERON reprieve aller an application for Britain. However, as Harriet
with; I'd hate to think the poor through the motions of considering  Bolton helped us with press 17 Parksway, Prestwich, judicial review was lodgzed with Anyangekolo's case shows, laking
her case (without giving her legal contacts and Justina and Yonre Manchester M25 0JE the high court. Harriet was hell in action, organising and speaking out

support s due to prisoners’ apathy
or fear of involvement.

lation prior to her relense. As of

mid-Seplember, there were still

can achieve victories,

Wﬂ;::[fle{xl:\:}\:‘eis;gs:st; sa:) much ‘ £ H troops out of Iraq' is, of course, four Ugandan women on hunger MEGAN LANE
e i s SWP 0pp0rtum3t3 iN Ireland s suwoderons | suike, nereasing weskana it North London
thought people would jump at a th Irish SWP* demand that British ]
chance to expose our abusers. imperialist troops be removed from
I have been fighting this cause Members of gorthern Ireland’s five murders, 14 attempled [r.elund? 1f not, why not, and what . _
o {1 s Sl e hed o | sWP called for support for the murders, including one of a : kind of ?cnplg are the SW‘P | ConSIStency Erratum
suffer the consequences. It has bereaved mother of decorated Catholic schoolboy, 22 bombings,  atlempling to ml]uence W'lth l_helr :
even been suggested by our abusers | volunteer Gl Cascy Shechan including fire bombings, of snmcwhu.l onu-ss.dc(! application of T bl The first pa.mgmph ot 'Paor care ‘
that this js the manifestation of 8 outside Belfast City Hall on Catholic homes and a primary basic socialist pnpmple? he I_?tcsl I-Rl-l. is very ?on-d' 1 for nuttuh}u (FRFI 186, Latters) j
personality disorder. Unfortunately | Tuesday 30 August. Cindy school in Ballymena, in g Vocally targeting Bush and found Lerlcs Chinwsizu's picee rofors to ‘areas of Britain with
1am running out of time to gather | Sheehanis currently demanding protracted campaign of ethnic Blair as 'war criminals’ and on the G8 very informative. above average levels of .
evidence as the case is due to be to meet President Bush outside - cleansing. During these last colling for *support’ for o griev.ing Ilow‘ever. can we ITu\'c some daprw;lllon and long-tarm i
heard soon. I am currently fighting his Texas raneh so he can explain months the police, the British - American woman whilst _Igm.!nng cansistency \.Ivhlcn ." comes o liiness'. This should read ‘areas g
o ahangs ol yeatc (e - r why he lied 0 send her 500 offto governmient and mainstream {he violent reaction bmwmg. in tinancial s.mu‘sl ies? Somw are in § of England and Wales..." as the i
hiearing, “They’ wanted to ,ﬁold-it“ 2 diein Iraq, A few of the north’s unionism have displayed a quite their own back yurd, embodies and some in £; could we "f“"f statistics and figures in the
ot Wakefield prison and fransfer : ‘professional SWP cadres studied indifference. Would the the kind of opportunistlc either all one or the other. This Population Trends from the ;
me back there, into the hands of demonstrated beside a coffin SWP countenance a protest agalnst - posturing that hos made the would save a lot of confusion and Office for National Statistiog ~  F
tmy abusers! I'm arguing foratrial | wrapped in an American flag. this most recent, and more lhm! SWP s0 famous amongst sl.l.ldl:nls would make these sometimes refer to England and Wafes only. B
in front of a jury. I'll keep y o There are two particulacly - -apparenl, proliferation of loyalist and concerned members of the complicated articles a lot easier to However, figures for the heaith 3
 Vinforined oflu le;utcomep sl Bl p o fhis display. violgnce in the north? middle class. read. Keep up the good work. discrepancies betwean rich and i
e “oo | The firstis that It wok place inthe - f ug'g‘fgg‘;‘“’ i“ﬁ‘s’;m“ pect o JON KEMPSTER g::;:l'l‘ns"‘:i“;ndamslmuanv
i = atbal oA ) (e R T . wofthe lemo ion was in :
' TONYWILSONNW1208 ' :|-contextofalong ot summier of - gy Yt 0 . ’

* Joyalist violence including at least. .

_ its partility, Calling for *US/UK
&5 ‘~:j-_ o U October/November 2005 FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! 15

HMP Whitemoor, PE15 OPR




E

A

On 22 and 23 August the final
colonial-settlers were
evacuated from the Gaza
Strip. The Israeli withdrawal
from 21 colonial settlements
in Gaza (and four in the West
Bank) had reportedly been
completed two weeks ahead
of the time allocated by the
Israeli army for the task.
Settler opposition to the
withdrawal had in reality
been very limited with the
threats to mobilise 100,000 in
the Gaza shown to have no
real substance. The
confroniations between the
settlers and the Israeli troops
and police, in stark contrast
to the brutality meted out to
Palestinian protestors, were
stage-managed to allow the
settlers to make symbolic
acts of opposition to the pull-
out, knowing that they would
be treated with kid gloves by
the security forces.
BOB SHEPHERD reports.

Tom Hurndall

At the beginning of August
Sergeant Taysir Hayb of the Israeli
army was sentenced o eight years
in prison for the manslaughter of
Manchester student Tom Hurndall.
Hayb had shot Tom in the head as
he attempted to lead Palestinian
children to safety from Israeli gun-
fire in Rafah in early April 2003.
Immediately afterwards the Israeli
army claimed that he had been
armed and was wearing a bala-
clava. That this was eveniually
proved to be a pack of lies was due

he true fascist nature of the
colonial-settler opposition
was shown in the weeks
preceding the evacuation.
At the beginning of August
an Isracli soldier, who had deserted
in protest, got on a bus in the pre-
dominately Arab town of Shfaram
in northern Israel and opened fire,
killing four Arab passengers. On 17
August an Israeli settler opened fire
on Palestinian workers in Shiloh, an
industrial area near Ramallah in
the West Bank, killing four more
Palestinians. He said he had done it
to stop the withdrawal.

On 24 August, immediately afler
the pull-out was complete, to show
that it was business as usual, an Israeli
undercover squad pulled up in a car
outside a café in Tulkarm on the West
Bank, opened fire and killed five
defenceless Palestinians sitting out-
side. The Palestinian response was
quick with a suicide attack on Beer
Sheba wounding over 50. Mahmoud
Abbas, leader of the Palestinian Auth-
ority (PA), immediately condemned
the attack as a ‘terrorist raid’ but all
the resistance groups were united in
describing it as a ‘natural’ response to
the Israeli crimes of the previous
weeks which had in all resulted in the
deaths of 13 Palestinians.

The killing of Palestinians has con-
tinued in Gaza since the evacuation.
On 6 September, five Palestinians
were killed in an explosion in Gaza
City. The PA immediately claimed that
the deaths had been caused by the pre-
mature explosion of a Hamas bomb.
Hamas strongly denied this, pointing
out that Israeli helicopters were flying
directly over the area when the ex-
plosion occurred. On 7 September one
young Palestinian was killed and three
wounded when an Israeli tank opened
fire on youngsters protesting over the
continued presence of Isracli troops
near Khan Younis. On 9 September
another young Palestinian was killed
by Israeli troops, this time in Rafah.

On 12 September the Israeli army

followed the setilers out of Gaza.
Before leaving they completed the
demolition of the seftlements, leaving
intact public buildings for the use of
the PA. They also, against the agree-
ment reached with the PA, lefi intact
the synagogues in the settlements,
This was clearly a crude attempt to be
able 1o label the PA ‘anti-semitic’
when they began the demolition of the

to the tenacious campaign waged
by Tom's family,

Since the start of the Intifada in
September 2000 only 131 cases of
misuse of firearms have been
investigated, there have been only
12 trials and sevep convictions,
None of the killers of Palestinian
youth ever end up in prison. The
Director of Amnesty International
commented, ‘Taysir Hayb's conyic-
tion and sentence stand in stark
confrast 1o the blanket impunity
that shields virtually all of Israel's
security forces from effective
investigation and punishment’.

Gaza withdrawal
Zionists exp
West Bank

settiement

synagogue buildings.

The Gaza withdrawal is only an
evacuation of the colonial-settlers.
Israel will continue to control all of
Gaza’s borders, its airspace and terri-
torial waters. Israel closed down the
Rafah border crossing between Gaza
and Egypt, with Egypt’s agreement, as
their forces withdrew. The plan was
for it to be closed for six months dur-
ing which time it would be ‘upgraded’
with the introduction of security cam-
eras and surveillance equipment. The
response of the local people was to
ignore the closure and stream across
the border to meet family and friends,
some of whom they had not seen for
over ten years. Hamas and the Popular
Resistance Committees helped them
by blasting holes in the border walls to
allow [ree passage.

Israel will build a new border
crossing at Kerem Shalom, a point
where Gaza, Egypt and Isracl all meet;
this will be the point where all goods
pass in and out of Gaza. The new bor-
der crossing point will allow lsrael to
keep control of all imports/exports
into Gaza and also potentially all cus-
toms taxes. The Rafah border point
will remain for pedestrians crossing
between Gaza and Egypt. Israel has
insisted that it be monitored by a third
party, which is expected to be Britain.
This will be ironic since it was British
imperialism in the early twenticth cen-
tury that drew the border between
Gaza and Egypt artificially splitting
the town of Rafah into two.,

The questions of the reopening of
the international airport in Gaza and
the building of a new seaport have not
been resolved but it is clear that, even
ifthe PA are given the go-ahead, Israel
will not allow the Palestinians full
control over them. The Zionists are
still preventing the basic right of
free passage between Gaza and the
West Bank.

Settlements in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem
The dismantling of the 25 seltlements,
with a total population of 8,475, slill
leaves approximately 142 setflements
in the West Bank with over 436,000
inhabitants, The majority of the ey-
acuated colonial-settlers will in all
probability relocate to the West Bank.,
In the past 12 months 12,800 settlers
have moyed into the West Bank, 50%
more than those cyacuated in the
5

ummer.
- Following the withdrawal, the

~ Isracli government announced plans
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Role of the Palestinian
Authority

On 24 August the US granted over
$50m of aid to the PA for reconstruc-
tion work in Gaza. One of the PA’s
first acts has been to increase the pay
of its security forces. The probability
is that a large part of this money will
be siphoned ofT by corrupt elements in
the PA. The assassination of Mousa

to annex Ma’ale Adumim and the
other large settlement blocks around
East Jerusalem. Sharon declared ‘There
will be building in the settlement
blocks...each government since 1967,
right, left and national unity has seen
strategic importance in specific areas.
I will build’. He also declared that the
Ariel settlement block in the heart of
the West Bank would be annexed, as it
was ‘a part of Israel forever’.

The apartheid separation wall ar-
ound Ma’ale Adumim will stretch
14km deep into the West Bank. The
Zionists plan to add 25,000 settlers to
Ma’ale Adumim’s existing population
o[ 30,000. This will:

* isolate East Jerusalem from the
West Bank by encircling the city
with settlements and the Wall;

put an end to its territorial continu-
ity with the West Bank;

tip the demographic balance of
Jerusalem in favour of Israel by
creating a Jewish majority and
undermining the Palestinian posi-
tion in any ‘final status’ talks on
the future of East Jerusalem;

virtually split the West Bank into
two.

The route of the Apartheid Wall in
the West Bank is clearly seen by
Sharon and his pragmatist Zionist
allies as Israel’s de facto eastern bor-
der and the settlement blocks will
expand to fill the space between the
Green Line and the Wall to create
‘facts on the ground’. It is calculated
that the Apartheid Wall when com-
plete, including its route in the Jordan
Valley, will annex 46% of all the
West Bank. The southem section of
the Wall in the Hebron area will be,
completed by the end of this year.

Shoot-to-kill

At the beginning of September,
The Guardian published accounts
of the Israeli ‘shoot-to-Kill' policies
in the occupled Palestinian ter-
ritories drawn from the accounts
of a group of ex-sraeli soldiers,
Breaking the Silence: 'Standing
orders in some parts of the
Palestinian territorles is to open
fire on people regardless of
whether they were armed or not,
or posed any physical threat'. One
soldier sald he was ‘ordered to
shoot anyone who appeared on a
roof or a balcony, anyone who
appeared to be kneeling on the
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Palestinian demonstration against the Apartheid Wall

Arafat on 7 September was a violent
example of the infighting between
sections of the PA, the cause of which
is rivalry over control of the ‘aid’
bonanza. The Popular Resistance Com-
mittees which had at first been ac-
cused of the killing of Arafat issued a
statement on 10 September which
clearly laid the blame for his death on
Mohammed Dahlan, PA Civil Affairs
Minister. ‘Results of internal investi-
gation among our ranks showed that
Dahlan...was the mastermind of the
crime and gave the go-ahead signal to
execute it.”

On 6 September there were violent
clashes between PA security forces
and unemployed demonstrators in
Gaza City. Hamas called for restraint
on both sides but said the demonstra-
tion was the natural result of the
‘abject poverty, deprivation and dis-
criminatory conditions these workers
were experiencing’. The PA is directly
responsible for some of this: at the end
of May it stopped monthly pensions of
$150 to many families of Palestinian
dead.

Imperialism is again putting pres-
sure on the PA to confront and disarm
the Resistance. Abbas is reported to
have demanded that all Resistance
groups should disarm after the elec-
tions next January. However Hamas
has shown the support it has by stag-
ing massive rallies in Gaza since the
withdrawal. Local leader Mahmoud
al-Zahar told one on 13 September in
Gaza City that ‘our weapons will
remain in our hands until the Palestin-
ian flag is hoisted in Jerusalem...
these weapons will remain with us
S0 we can defend our land and our
children until the liberation is com-
plete’. B

ground or anyone who appeared
on the street at designated
times.' One former soldier known
as Assaf, a member of an armoured
unit that entered the Gaza town
of Dir al Balah in the summer of
2002, was told: ‘Every person you
see on the street, kill him', Moshe,
operaling near Jenin in the West
Bank May 2003, said ‘We were
expressly told that we were just
walting for someone 1o climb on
an APC, and ordered to shoot to
kill...after a day or two a 12 year
old climbed on ane.,,one of our
sharpshooters  killed him', They

killed Diya Gawadreh, who was 13
years old,



