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On 14 November, in advance of the publication of a
National Security Strategy, Gordon Brown summed up
the measures already in the pipeline and set out to
Parliament his newest plans to ‘root out terrorism and
to strengthen the resilience of communities to resist
extremist influence’, NICKI JAMESON reports on the
Labour government’s latest tranche of regulations
aimed at terrorising communities.

The security budget, already £2.5 bil-
lion this year, is due to rise to £3.5 bil-
lion in 2011. An additional £240 mil-
lion between now and 2011 from the
Home Office budget will be allocated
to finance counter terrorism policing.
A further £400 million will be spent
over the next three years through the
Forelgn Office, Department for Inter-

another £70 million is being invested
in ‘community projects devoted to

countering violent extremism’.

The number of personnel employed
in the security service will increase to
over 4,000, having alrecady increased
from under 2,000 in 2001 to 3,300
today. Dedicated regional counter ter-
rorism units ‘responsible for oversee-
ing investigations into those who
recruit terrorists and promote hate’
have been ecstablished, employing

i ov::r 2,000 pollce and support staff.

New, security measures will in-
clude:
® increased surveillance at railway

stations, airport terminals, ports and
‘sensitive installations’, including ad-
ditional baggage screening and
scarching of passengers

® new guidance for cinemas, theatres,
restaurants, hotels, sporting venues,
commercial centres, hospitals, schools
and places of worship, including ad-
vice on ‘training staff to be more vigi-
lant’
® 160 counter-terrorism advisers to
‘train civilian stafT to identify suspect
activity’ and cnsure premises have
secure cmergency cxits, use CCTV
footage ‘to best effect’ and carry out
regular searches and evacuation drills
® |ocal authoritics to be required as
part of their performance framework
to assess the measures they have taken
to protect against terrorism.

The government is shortly to intro-
duce a new Counter Terrorism Bill,

which will contain yet stronger sen-
tences for terrorist-related offences

continued on page 5
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GENOCIDE

The war on Iraq has been removed from the headlines,
except for reports of British or US soldiers’ deaths. We
are fed the occasional lie that ‘life in Baghdad is
returning to normal’ and that ‘the surge is working’. We
are being conditioned to accept war as normal.

'Meanwhile the‘-le din _groups on the British left

rorise the Iragi population into sub-

655,000 Iraqis dead, Whatever the
exact figure, it is certainly a catastro-
phic magnitude far greater than the
tens of thousands admitted to by the
imperialists. For US forces, 2007 has
proved overall the deadliest year since
the invasion. By the first week in
November 853 US soldiers had been
killed this year, bringing the lmal to
3,856, »

Indiscriminate slaughter
~ The ‘surge’ tactics are to kill resist-
ance fighters, create ghettos and ter-

air powcr w:thout regard to the
quences for civilians. Every

bings
/ October 26 Iraqi civil-

1 Anather funeral in Iraq




Welcome...

Genocide has been nor-
malised. The utter devasta-
tion of Irag is no longer
news. Only the death of a
British or US soldier merits
significant media coverage;
the fact that Iraq has been
thrown back decades, the
mass of its people reduced
to destitution, prey to what-
ever imperialist savagery
may be next unleashed is
now not seen worthy of
comment. That is why com-
munists and anti-imperialists
must constantly expose the
horror of the imperialist
occupation (pages 1 and 11)
and the seemingly inter-
minable list of British military
interventions overseas (p12):
the journalists of the bour-
geois press certainly will not.
Unending war: that is what
imperialism offers the work-
ing class and oppressed of
the world whilst fortunes are
amassed by the already rich
in the imperialist nations.

The nommalisation of
genocide is an indictment of
those who led the anti-war
movement in the US and
here in Britain. Two million
marched through London
against the invasion of Iraq
in February 2003. Where are
they now? Completely de-
mobilised by the disastrous
leadership of the Stop the
War Coalition, and in partic-
ular the SWP, which sacri-
ficed every opportunity to
build a real movement in
favour of preserving its al-
liance with the cowardly and
supine left of the Labour
Party. Now its Respect coali-
tion has split down the mid-
dle (p2).

In Cuba the mass of the
people are actively involved
in solving real and difficult
problems that face them in
this stage of the Revolution
(p8). There is no room in
socialist Cuba for careerist
politicians: instead the peo-
ple are enrolled to address
urgently the problems of
food production  which
threaten to create a danger-
ous position of dependency
on imports. Genius lies in the
people: in Cuba it is a genius
that we are confident will
solve these new sets of prob-
~ lems. We shau be fortunate

Ty

San Francisco, California: demonstration against the war in October 2007

ground for tackling the left
critics in Britain who have no
answer to the principled
positions of the Cuban
Revolution. -

Inspired by the example
of Cuba, progressive and
revolutionary forces in Latin
America are developing their
mutual collaboration. Sym-
bolic of their progress was
the verbal slap in the face
that Chavez gave to the
Spanish imperialists which
led to King Juan Carlos
storming out of the recent
Ibero-American Summit (p5).
In Venezuela itself a referen-
dum on changes to the Con-
stitution on 2 December will
consolidate the power of the
people against those who
are acting as pawns of US
imperialism (p4).

Imperialism breeds resist-
ance - and not just in Iraq.
Despite appalling pressure
from the imperialist world,
and with traitors in their midst
in the form of Fatah career-
ists, the Palestinian people
remain undefeated (p10). In
Pakistan the Musharraf mili-
tary dictatorship has been
aken by massive protests

documented or undocu-
mented, and is now unleash-
ing a wave of racist repres-
sion. In Britain yet another
piece of anti-terror legisla-
tion is under debate (p 1 and
B); its aim is to brand as ter-
rorists Muslims, in particu-
lar, and all those who stand
against British imperialism.
However, repression creates
resistance: activists have
come together to support
those who face trial follow-
ing the wuprising at Har-
mondsworth Detention
Centre in November 2006
(p16). Resistance can also
bring victory: early in Nov-
ember Eucharia Jakpa
received a letter confirming
she and her seven-year-old
son Timeyi had won the right
to stay in Britain after a two
year campaign in which they
were supported by FRFI
(p16) -

As imperialism teeters on
the edge of financial collapse
(p6), communists, anti-impe-
rialists and anti-racists must
come together and take a
principled stand in defence
of the oppressed and work-
ing class. On page 14 we
report the many activities in
whlch supporters of FRFI are

~ on the streets
gcwm. repression,

Respect:

On 17 November the split in
Respect was made final as
Respect-SWP and Respeet-
Galloway (aka Respect Rene-
wal) held simultaneous con-
ferences in London. At the
Respect-SWP conference the
SWP bent over backwards to
present some spurious demo-
cratic credentials; however, it
was evident that the split rep-
resented a shattering blow
for the organisation, four
leading members having re-
signed or been expelled over
the preceding days. The
Respect-Galloway conference
saw Galloway launch a vitri-
olic attack on the SWP lead-
ership; his faction includes a
motley collection of non-SWP
social democrats as well as
much of Respect’s base in
Tower Hamlets. ROBERT
CLOUGH reports on the col-
lapse of yet another social
democratic alternative to
Labour.

When Respect was set up in
November 2003 we described
it as a ‘reactionary movement
for the privileged’, ‘an attempt
to rebuild a coalition between
sections of the middle class and
the better-off sections of the
working class — the labour aris-
tocracy.” (FRFI 176 December
2003/January 2004). The coali-
tion, we argued, ‘is not trying
to build anything new. It is
another attempt to recreate
some magic formula of the
Labour left.” Our conclusion
was that socialists should not
aid such a coalition but build a
revolutionary working class
movement.

Time has proved us right.
The coalition was a shoddy and
reactionary compromise be-
tween the anti-abortion Gallo-
way and the anti-Cuba SWP.
‘Respectable’  politics  took
precedence over political prin-
ciple. At its founding conven-
tion Respect rejected a call for
the abolition of the monarchy
and opposition to immigration
controls to ensure it remained
in step with the left of the
Labour Party. The SWP used
its numbers to prevent Respect
from taking a position on abor-
tion so as not to embarrass
Galloway. It also ensured the
defeat of a demand that Res-
pect candidates be ‘workers’
representatives on a worker’s
wage’ — there was not the
slightest chance of this being
acceptable to £200,000-a-year

Galloway speaks at the Respect Renewal conference

Galloway with his three
houses. The SWP also rejected
motions calling for the Respect
convention to be organised in
an ‘open, democratic and trans-
parent way’ with ‘space for
debate...[for] different views,
declarations and amendments.’
Four years on, Galloway and
the SWP have been trading
insults about each other’s anti-
democratic behaviour; such
allegations represent the rare
occasions that either faction
have spoken the unvarnished
truth: both relied on each other
to suppress any vestige of
democracy within Respect. The
SWP complained about its
shabby treatment at Galloway’s
hands, reminding him how it
had defended his unilateral
decision to appear on Big
Brother. More fool the SWP!
More recently the SWP have
also suggested that Galloway’s
trend was ‘communalist’ in
seeking to organise only within
a limited Muslim constituency.
Yet it had been party to all
decisions that could have given
rise to such accusations. More-
over it had never distanced
itself from the coterie of busi-
nessmen who had funded
Respect in its Tower Hamlets
centre and who proved to be
Galloway’s principal allies.
Within months of its estab-
lishment Respect became no
more than a vehicle for the
electoral ambitions of its lead-
ership. Even on those terms its
success was extremely limited:
one MP and some 20 local
councillors despite the hopes of
its founders that it would capi-
talise on the anti-war sentiment
of 15 February 2003. Its ach-
ievements were pitiful where
there was no sizeable Muslim
population. Its early refusal to
stand candidates in opposition
to Labour lefts, or to stand
where a split vote might let in
the Tories, proved that it did not

represent a break from Labour,
and that it could not serve as a
pole of opposition to Labour
imperialism and racism.

By coincidence 17 Novem-
ber saw another left confer-
ence: that of the Labour Rep-
resentation Committee, set up
by the Labour left, in its own
words ‘to secure a voice for
socialists within the Labour
Party’. Speakers included Tony
Benn and MPs Jeremy Corbyn
and John McDonnell, people
whom the SWP has courted for
the last few years through the
Stop the War Coalition but who
will never give up their posi-
tions of privilege. PCS trade
union general secretary Mark
Serwotka also spoke; on his
way, he addressed the Respect-
SWP conference calling for a
‘united left altermative to
Labour’ — code for saying that
there should be no rupture in
the alliance with the Labour
left. The SWP echoed this in its
proposal to its Respect confer-
ence that there should be dis-
cussions with ‘the RMT, the
Labour left, the CPB and oth-
ers’ on ‘the possibility of a
jointly organised conference to
extend the discussion on a
solution to the crisis of Labour
representation.’ The possibility
of breaking with Labour is
completely ruled out.

Respect joins the list of those
failed attempts to build a social
democratic alternative to the
Labour Party. The Communist
Party of Great Britain and its
anti-monopoly alliance, Social-
ist Alliance, Scottish Socialist
Party and many others have all
collapsed. However, in one
very important sense they have
succeeded: they have diverted
attention away from the need to
build a real anti-imperialist,
anti-racist movement that breaks
with the imperialist Labour
Party. That job still needs to be
done. | |
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Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! reports on and supports the struggles of the oppressed resist-
ing imperialism throughout the world. It is the only newspaper in Britain to expose the true
“nature of Labour imperialism. We work with all those who want to build a movement which rep-
esents the interests of the working class and oppressed. Your support throughout the year
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Hard times for
the poor

In the Charles Dickens novel Hard Times, 1854, we meet
Thog'nas Gradgrind, of Coketown, a rising capitalist and
businessman. His tests and his targets, his measurements
and his calculations remind us of nothing so much as of the
British education system today.

‘Wrth_a rule and a pair of scales, and the multiplication table
always in his pocket, sir, ready to weigh and measure any
pa!rcel of human nature, and tell you exactly what it comes to.
Itis a mere question of figures, a case of simple arithmetic...
Time for the manufacturer becomes its own machinery; so
much material wrought up, so much food consumed, so many
powers worn out, so much money made’.

This is the very spirit of the cruel
regime of measuring and testing that
makes British school children the
most examined in the industrialised
world. One hundred years ago the
masters had a scale which described
people at the bottom in descending
order as, ‘simple’, ‘feeble-minded’,
‘morons’, ‘idiots’ and ‘imbeciles’.
Today, annual results of national tests
at the ages of four, seven, 11 and 14
record how many children have
achieved ‘the norm’, below it or above
it for cach age group. These SATS,
standard attainment targets or stan-
'dard attainment tests (even the min-
istry cannot agree what they are sup-
posed to be) are an uneasy and con-
fused mixture of assessment about
what has been learned and a mecha-
nism for school accountability about
what has been taught. 3.000 tick boxes
of achievement will be involved on
the pathway to obtain a level 5.

that it raises educational standards.
However, a report just published from
the biggest inquiry into primary edu-
cation in 40 years has denounced the
testing regime as ‘inadequate’, con-
cluding that it ‘provides unreliable
information on standards, encourages
schools to neglect lower achievers,
narrows the curriculum and increases
pupils’ anxieties’. This corroborates
the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) report this year which put
Britain at the bottom of a league table
charting the well-being of children
across the developed world. The
quasi-statistical scaffolding that has
been erected around school and pupil
assessment include tick boxes for
emotional intelligence and social
skills and discounts for special needs,
English as a second language and free
school dinners. A weighted ‘value-
added’ number based on annual leaps
in learning may be mixed in with such
tick box scores to produce a mathe-
matically complex model from which
future achievements can be predicted.
The idea is that data inputs will track
the progress of each pupil but the road
to this goal is littered with error.
Research from 2001 suggests that
more than 30% of pupils get the
wrong levels in national tests and that
the tests fail to measure important ele-
ments such as research skills and
teamwork. Indeed, it is impossible to
know whether the tick boxes measure

Harris Carpets become sponsors of
new academy schools at knock-down
prices. They have a political and ideo-
logical agenda and regard ownership
of a school as a sign of philanthropy
and civic pride. Lord Harris told the
Financial Times in June this year, ‘I
have a very good relationship with
Andrew [Lord Adonis, Schools Mini-
ster]. He rings me up and says “Do
you want this school?” and I ask what
1t’s like and if it sounds like the sort of
place that we are interested in I say
yes.’

Smash and grab
While some schools are gifted to
sponsors, others become very desir-
able purchases and are subject to sud-
den takeover battles. Haverstock
School in Camden was snapped up by
HSBC, one of the biggest banks in the
world, while its future was still under
discussion by the local education
authority, not that the school really
belonged to Camden Council any
more. HSBC bought a 50% stake in
Haverstock in a deal signed with
Kajima, a Japanese construction com-
pany (with business ties to Burma)
that is refurbishing the school with
£21 million from the local council.
The initial Private Finance Initiative
(PFI) agreement between Camden
Council and Kajima for building the
school was due to last until 2030.
Quite who now owns the buildings
and the debt is a legal maze that is
beyond the comprehension of most
voters. Haverstock comprehensive
school was attended by Labour minis-
ters Ed and David Miliband. Pimlico
comprehensive school was chosen by
Tony Benn and Jack Straw for their
children. Westminster Council has
long wanted to place Pimlico School
in the hands of the private sector,
largely because the school grounds, in
a prime location, are ripe for property
development. Although the council
was considering giving the school to
Westminster public school (very rich,
very successful, very private) it made
a sudden decision to give it to Future,
a charitable trust run by John Nash,
former chair of the British Venture
Capital Association. Future also runs
projects like Place2Be, a school coun-
selling service, Street Pastors, an inner
city church initiative and a string of
private prep schools under the heading
of Alpha Plus. 96% of Pimlico’s
‘stakeholder’ staff, students and par-
ents were against handing the school
over to an academy, They were
ignored and now campaign against
ownership by Future using such tac-
[ting lhcschoblupfo{saln

uals and groups across the population.
In 1953 the scientists Crick and
Watson uncovered the double helix
structure of DNA revealing the mole-
cule that carries genetic instructions
across the generations. This discovery
led to a massive outburst of support
for a mechanistic view of life. For
socio-biologists, the reproduction of
all existence, from the smallest living
micro organism, to the organisation of
human society itself, is primarily
determined genetically. Such quasi-
scientific sociology tends to an indi-
vidualist, competitive and static eval-
uation of mankind which downplays
the effects of environment, society,
power and property relationships.
James Watson is today an extremely
wealthy businessman and one-time
head of the US Human Genome Pro-
Jject which attempts to make money
from patenting gene sequences. When
Watson recently stated that ‘Africans
are not as intelligent as we’, he is as
wrong and as racist as any other bigot,
He has no authority to extend genetics
to society. There is certainly a genetic
explanation for cystic fibrosis, but it is
wrong to deduce that there is a genetic
explanation for poverty.

The fight against biologistics
and racism

There has been a distinct history of the
movement from bad science to bad
sociology and from bad sociology to
bad science. Scientific ideas require
evidence to support them and too

School pupils demonstrating against the imposition of an academy school in Camden

cooked-up statistics in the service of
the ruling class — biologistics. In 1969
Arthur Jensen published an article in
the Harvard Educational - Review,
‘How can we boost IQ and scholastic
achievement?’ He asserted that the
most important difference between
blacks and whites in their perform-
ance on [now discredited] intelligence
tests was genetic and that no pro-
gramme of education could equalise
the social status of blacks and whites,
50 black school students ought to be

educated for the more mechanical
tasks to which their genes predisposed
them. In Britain this pseudo-scientific
view was taken up by psychologist

campaigns against immigration from

Asia and the Caribbean. Eysenck’s

Race, intelligence and education,

1971 and The inequality of Man, 1973

were explicitly adopted by the Na-
tional Front for use in a series of pam-
phlets including How to combat red
teachers, 1979.

There was no difficulty at that time
in opposing either 1Q tests or biologis-
tics as bases for measuring intelli-
gence/progress. A similar challenge
must be raised about SATS and we

must demand to know exactly what is
supposed to be tested, question how it
is being measured, and expose the
purpose of the national testing regime

often the evidence produced has been  Hans Eysenck and used in support of today. Susan Davidson
T
HANNAH CALLER

Infection control crisis

In FRFI 199 we reported on the spread
of MRSA and Clostridium difficile
infections which resulted in the deaths
of 30 people in Stoke Mandeville hospi-
tal in 2004. Now in a further scandal, a
lengthy report from the Healthcare
Commission on deaths related to Clo-
stridium difficile at the Maidstone and
Tunbridge Wells hospitals in Kent found
that 1,100 patients contracted Clostri-
dium difficile at the Trust’s three hospi-
tals between April 2004 and September
2006, 345 mainly older patients with
multiple medical problems died. The
Commission concluded that 90 patients
‘definitely or probably” died as a result
of the infection and blamed the hospital
trust board for paying too much atten-
tion to balancing the books and meeting
government waiting time targets, The
Commission said the trust failed to pro-
tect patients because the trust board was
unaware of the first outbreak and slow to
react to the second. Inspectors found con-
taminated bedpans, overflowing buckets
of needles and sharp instruments, and
food stored in medical fridges.

In Wales, cleaning is now performed
by in-house staff rather than by contrac-
tors and the MRSA infection rate is less
than half the English rate. In late Oct-
0 r Healthcare Commission

3

Overcrowding in Maidstone hospital

Destruction and privatisation
In his first few weeks as prime minister,
Gordon Brown gave the impression that
he was slowing down on NHS privatisa-
tion. This is not the case, however. In
October the government announced that
14 private companies will be advising
on or taking over the commissioning of
the majority of NHS services. The com-
panies include KPMG, McKinsey,
BUPA, Aetna, Humana and United-
Health. In the US, UnitedHealth has just
paid $20 million in fines for failure to
process claims, failure to respond to
complaints and delayed payments. Actna
and Humana have repeatedly been fined
over recent years for various misde-
meanours including the use of unli-
censed agents, payment delays, failure
to give information and fraud. Simon
Stevens, the European president of
InitedHealth was previously adviser to
lair and his health secretaries.

Following his review of London
health services, Ara Darzi has called
on the remaining nine Strategic Health
Authorities in England to prepare sim-
ilar reports for their areas, A central
recommendation of Darzi’s London
report was the development of the pri-
mary care polyclinic structure, serving
populations of 50,000 and replacing
traditional GP practices. The likeli-
hood is that polyclinics will become a
crucial part of health service delivery
elsewhere. Given that Darzi has been
one of the main promoters of
Independent Sector Treatment Centres
run by private companies it is likely
too that polyclinics will be privately-
provided. A further step will be taken
on the road to complete privatisation
of health services.

Stop privatising health care!
Defend universal health care
provision!
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A revolutionary constitution

‘The socioeconomic regime of the republic...is based on the principles of socialism, anti-imperialism,
humanism, co-operation, efficiency, protection of the environment and solidarity, to the ends of assuring
the development of the complete person living a dignified existence to the benefit of all’ (Article 229,
Venezuelan Constitution). ALWVARO MICHAELS reports.

he revolutionary campaign to
Tchange 69 articles of the 350 in

the 1999 Venezuelan Constitu-
tion began with huge rallies on 4
November, two days after the start of
the founding congress of the United
Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV).
The referendum on the changes takes
place on 2 December. Attacked by its
opponents as anti-democratic, the
campaign will establish a firm basis
for a revolutionary social and politi-
cal system, a horrifying prospect for
the small Venczuelan bourgeoisie. As
they are implemented, the changes
will have enormous significance for
the oppressed world wide. That is
why the US government continues in
its efforts to undermine and depose
President Chavez.

33 of the amendments were pro-
posed by the government, and 36
came from popular suggestions made
through the National Assembly. In this
battle the PSUV has launched Cam-
paign Zamora organised through 24
regional committees. Socialist bat-
talions — batasos — have been formed
with 100 PSUV militants each. Every
militant is responsible for nine voters
so that over 12,750,000 voters will be
met to have the proposals explained.

In preparation for the PSUV’s found-
ing conference, its members elected
more than 11,000 spokespersons from
25,000 socialist battalions on 29 Sep-
tember. Prior to this, communities
throughout the country held more than
91,000 battalion meetings to prepare
policy. Nearly six million have joined
the new party, more than 35% of all
voters, 51% of them women. On 10 Oct-
ober over 14,000 spokespersons were

sworn in by President Hugo Chavez:
“Women are going to save the world!”
he said. On 20 October the spokesper-
sons elected the delegates for the con-
ference.

Revolutionary amendments
to the Constitution
These revolutionary changes express

the new ‘geometry of power’ — the re-
placement of the bourgeois state with
the communal state announced by
Chavez in December 2006. Changes
to legislative regions and districts,
popular councils and citizens assem-
blies, will promote the maximum
political participation of the people.

President Hugo Chavez with FARC leader Ilvan Marquez

The right to revoke mandates is pro-
tected. The right of political associa-
tion is guaranteed.

Consultative referenda on commu-
nal, municipal and state issues can be
held if requested by more than 20% of
the relevant electorate. Changes in law
by referenda (excluding the state bud-
get, international treaties and human

rights) require approval by 30% of the
registered electorate. The voting age is
reduced to 16. All foreigners resident for
10 years may vote. The state alone will
finance electoral activities. Foreign fin-
ancing of political parties is outlawed,
undermining electoral manipulation by
the wealthy and their US backers.

Climate of fear surrounds
presidential elections

ALVARO MICHAELS

On 4 November, presidential elec-
tions in Guatemala resulted in vic-
tory for Alvaro Colom, an ex-busi-
nessman and Mayan priest. His suc-
cess in the second round came after
he courted votes from the ruling
coalition Gran Alianza Nacional as

in 1996 with ‘peace’ accords between
the government and the Guatemalan
Revolutionary Unity, the terror con-
tinues. In 2006, the UN special rap-
porteur on extrajudicial, summary and
arbitrary executions stated ‘There are
now more killings per day than there
were during the dark days of the civil
conflict...Official estimates of some
6,000 extra-judicial executions per
year certainly understate the real death

toll

y  the elections, with 24 local politicians

and

ember 2007). Businessmen now lead
the push for accumulation, as the most
violent tasks of crushing the resistance
to its agenda is for the moment
complete,

Workers driven from Guatemala by
the long terror will this year send
home remittances that outstrip export
values. In 2006 they were $3.61bn,
and are expected to exceed $4bn in
2007. 97% of these remittances come
from the 1.2 million Guatemalans liv-
ing in the US, of which 60% live a
cowed existence as ‘illegals’. The Guat-
emalan rich refuse to pay tax, so that
the 10% of GDP that the state raises is
well below the Latin American aver-
age, The UN’s 2006 Human Develop-
‘ment Index placed Guatemala last in
Spanish-speaking  Latin America,
below Honduras and Bolivia, It has
~some of the highest rates of malnutri-
tion and poverty of any country in the
" e offin o

The of post-war Truth Com-
mission ismm::ly threatened anony-

S " , Eovem-

Sk ol o oo aer
its work on secret police

in 2005. In 1999
Bovern-
litary were

| Colomblan President Uribe

¢s the centre of a

The city becom
t nits in

network of smaller political un ‘
surrounding territories /\I! citizens
have a new ‘right to the city’, that h
equal access (0 the benefits of urban
life wherever they may live, breaking
the infamous inequality between town
and countryside imposed by . (':npl!.—
alism. A national system of cities 18
established and urban land speculation
is prohibited. :
Discrimination on the basis of.mcc,
sex, age, health, creed, pali‘tical views,
social or religious position is outlawed.
Positive steps must be taken in favour
of those currently discriminated ag-
ainst. All Venezuela’s cultures are cqugl.
Aristocratic titles and hereditary dis-
tinctions are no longer recognised.
Everyone has the right to aqul‘IaTc
housing ‘that humanises family, nctgh-
bour and community relations’ with
priority to the family, cspccia!]y the
poor, with credits for housing. Every-
one has the right and duty to work. All

the

employers must guarantee healthy,
secure and dignified working condi-
tions, with paid holidays.

All independent workers, from
home makers to domestic workers,
temporary workers, artisans, taxi driv-
ers, small farmers etc will benefit
from a Social Stability Fund to help
ensure basic rights such as pensions
and holidays. The working week is
reduced to 36 hours, and for night
workers to 34. Workers’ co-manage-
ment is to be promoted. The state will
promote facilities for the development
of physical, moral and cultural quali-
ties of all. Education, a priority, is free
and obligatory up to pre-University
level. Prison reform guarantees human
rights. Universities are self goveming
and University precincts inviolable.

The state will promote a productive
economy based on common, not in-
dividual, needs, to achieve ‘the great-
est possible happiness’. It guarantees
different forms of property ownership.
It will create state economic units,
communal or mixed and private in

nature, but prohibits monopolies sq 1,
promote fair competition. The centry
hank loses its 1ml_cpcndcncc. that is_ jj
role in promoting neo-libera) eco.
nomic dogma. Balanced ‘lc"clﬂpmcm
between regions, a transparent anq ef.
ficient administration and a fight agains
corruption are embodied in the am.
endments. Agricultural ‘IL‘VQI”Pmum is
a priority. Privatisation of state indus.
tries 1s forbidden. Latifundio |Rfl;c
usually uncultivated private landho).
ings — are prohibited, and are 0 be
transferred to the state or other ]Jrr):
ductive social organisations,

The new constitution will allgy, re
election of any presidential candidae
without restriction (as in 170 o,
countries), and extension of the term
of office from six to seven years, Tig
will mean that Chavez will poy Ba
forced to step down at the end of his
current term. The armed forces are gt
the service of the people and may
never serve an oligarchy or fﬂrcign
pOWer.

From July onwards, as debates over
the proposed changes in the Constig,.
tion started and as the process of cre.
ating the PSUV continued, the right
wing and many centrists began a ney
terror campaign. US-sponsored right.
wing students — shocked by the immi.
nent disappearance of their class privi-
leges — started clashes on the streets of
Caracas. Masked gunmen have fireg
on university campuses; the purpose of
these actions is to provoke a state crac.
down to ‘prove’ the accusation of
President Chavez’s ‘authoritarianism’,

Anti-government propaganda has
been circulated in army barracks. For-
mer Defence Minister Baduel, who
resigned in July, called a press confer-
ence on 5 November, to which only
opposition media were invited, He
claimed that the proposed reforms
would ‘seize power away from the
people’. Although he had sided with
Chavez during the attempted coup in
2002, it was only because of his anxi-
ety at the huge and potentially explo-

sive mass support for the President. In
government Baduel had pushed for
reconciliation ‘with the political right
and big business. He opposed the
extension of public ownership and
favoured close collaboration with the
far-right Colombian Defence Ministry.
As minister, he failed to stop the mur-
der of over 150 peasant land reformers
and his military officials collaborated
in the kidnapping of Rodrigo Grandz.
the foreign affairs emissary of the
FARC in broad daylight in the centre
of Caracas. But he is isolated and
although he seeks a leading role in
re\'crsﬁxg Chavez's achievements, the
intense _solidarity shown by the
masses with the government remains
solid and growing barrier to any oV°
ernment defeat in the rctcrcndum:
Baduel was quite right though (© S8
that the proposed amendments mean
‘a transformation of the state, ."_md ‘
different model for the county - H“‘
knows his class interests and he
knows he is on the losing side.

o

Colombian elections:
a setback for Uribe

The Uribe government experienced

Yet another set-back at the
. hand
~of the people when growing opp(:

sition enabled the Altemative

Democratic Pole to win the thof:
main cities in Colombia, Bogn 28

Medellin and Cali in elections © v
October. The Mayor of Bogotd -
regarded as the second most It':\e
portant political position after ™"
President. This advance was $¢¢
ured despite the fact that me.:'le'
were 64 politically motivated kle
ings and 12 kidnappings in !
days leading up to the electio™
Half of the country’s nearly 1.1
Municipalities saw electoral Vio”
lence or intimidation of candidates
The Alternative Democratic PO
now has a solid base for the nex!
Presidential elections.

Alvaro Michaels




Chavez confronts

fascist-a

ppointed

relic Juan Carlos

n 10 November, at the XVII
Ibero-American Summit, an argu-
ment broke out between the

Spanish Prime Minister Zapatero and

his Venezuclan counterpart Hugo

Chavez. The King of Spain, Juan Carlos
I, intervened by shouting to Chavez,
‘Why don’t you shut up?’ The King left
the conference room shortly afterwards.
The image was sent around the world
and the Spanish media rushed to present
the King as a decent democrat, willing
to confront and defy ‘Chavez’s totalitar-
ianism’. TV footage has been relent-
lessly broadcast, taken out of context,
providing fuel for a diplomatic crisis
between Spain and Venezuela. But,

what really happened and what was the
argument about?

The Spanish delepation patronises
these summits, more interested in
defending Spain’s investments in South
America than anything else. However,
this time some participants seemed less
docile than on previous occasions;
Bolivia, Ecuador and Argentina criti-

cised Spanish diplomacy and the role of

Spanish companies. The meeting was

chaired by Chilean President Michelle

Bachelet, close friend of Zapatero, who

allowed him to justify the so-called

‘Spanish social investment’ in the

region when it was Nicaraguan Presi-

dent Ortega’s tumn to speak. Chavez
interrupted Zapatero, and in his inter-
vention called former Spanish Prime

Minsiter Aznar ‘fascist’. Nothing
shocking, considering that prior to the
summit Aznar said Chavez was a ‘new
dictator’, ‘supporter of abuse, tyranny
and impoverishment’ and Aznar helped
the failed 2002 military coup against
the Venezuelan President. Chavez’s
insistence in calling Aznar fascist was
the spark for King Juan Carlos Borbon
to lose his temper and take on the role
of the Chair with customary arrogance.

After the incident, Ortega continued
his speech and criticised the gangster-
type behaviour of Spanish multi-nation-
als and the lack of energy supplies in
Nicaragua caused by Spain’s Union
Fenosa. At this point the King stood up
and left.

King Juan Carlos had no right to take
on the role of the Chair and ask anyone
to shut up. At the summit he was the
only head of state not democratically
elected, having been appointed by the
fascist dictator Franco. He is a multi-
millionaire with ties to bosses convicted

of corruption; he is close to tyrants from

he asked his friend the

TS

Prime minister Zapatero with King Juan Carlos at the umrnll

Morocco and Saudi Arabia and in 1977

ily live in obscene luxury at taxpayers’
expense, protected by laws preventing
any legal action against him, no matter
what he does. What sort of moral
authority has this parasitic character to
talk as he did to a president repeatedly
re-clected over the last decade?

Maybe the King’s reaction was due to
the bad year he’s had. On 7 February,
the Princess’s sister committed suicide
with a pills overdose. On 14 April,
Catalan nationalists presented Congress
with a project to submit the royal
budget to MPs” approval. On 20 July a
Jjudge ordered the seizure of a magazine
which made a sexual joke about succes-
sors to the throne. On 13 September,

Catalan nationalists burned pictures of

the King at the end of a demonstration.
On top of that, since the 2006 celebra-
tions of the 75th anniversary of the
Spanish Republic, the republican spirit
has been growing, undermining the
popularity of the monarchy.

Juan Carlos and Chavez are both
Chiefs of the Armed Forces. Vene-
zuela’s armed forces are involved in
social projects related to housing, emer-
gency services and education. Spain’s
are part of an imperialist joint-venture
which occupies Lebanon and Afghan-
istan. Chavez is a democratically-elec-
ted president of a sovereign country,
trying to develop mass participation in
meeting social needs. Juan Carlos is
head of the state which colonised South
America for centuries, leading a medi-
eval institution based on inherited pow-
er and privilege, not subject to any con-
trol by citizens. Given the facts, King
Juan Carlos Bourbon, why don’t you
shut up? Juanjo Rivas

continued from page 1

and new powers for the police to con-
tinue to monitor the activities of peo-
ple who have been released from
prison. The Bill is likely to contain a
proposal to increase pre-charge deten-
tion of terrorism suspects from its cur-
rent 28 days, a figure the government
has never been happy with since being
defeated on its original proposal of 90
days in 2005. There will also be meas-
ures to

® cnable post-charge questioning of
terrorism suspects

@ allow the drawing of ‘adverse infer-
ences’ from refusal to say something
which can later be relied on in court

® cxtend use of DNA profiling

@ ban people from travelling overseas
and cancel visas

® freeze assets.

The government plans to create 14
new specially protected courtrooms, A
single senior judge and a single senior
lead prosecutor in the Crown Pro-
secution Service will be responsible
for all terrorism cases.

Following the 2004 House of Lords
ruling that indefinite detention without
trial of suspected ‘foreign terrorists’
was unlawful, the government has bro-
kered *memoranda of understanding’
with Jordan, Lebanon and Algeria so
that Britain can deport asylum seckers
from those countries in return for a
promise they will not be tortured. Nine
people have recently been deported and
a further 24 foreign nationals are cur-
rently subject to deportation proceed-
ings on ‘national security grounds’.
And although it has nothing to do with
anti-terrorism, Gordon Brown ensured
that his speech neatly conflated a selec-
tion of the tabloids’ favourite bogeymen
by adding that ‘4,000 foreign prisoners
are likely to be deported this year’.

The government plans to increase
surveillance in prisons with a ‘specialist
unit ...tasked with stopping extremists
using prison networks to plot future
activities’. But the web spreads to far
more unexpected quarters, with Brown
assuring Parliament that ‘Following
evidence that some of those involved in
promoting violent extremism have
made use of outdoor activity centres
and sports facilities, we are working
with Sport England to provide guidance
for the sector to ensure that these facili-
ties are not abused’. This presumably
gives licence to monitor the activities of
any non-white person who goes climb-
ing, hiking, abseiling or canoeing.

Conviction for violent poetry
The proposed new Bill will be Lab-
our’s sixth anti-terrorism law since
coming to power in 1997, with each
Act more draconian than the last. On 7
November, 23-year-old Samina Malik
was found not guilty of possessing an
article for a terrorist purpose under
Section 57 of the Terrorism Act 2000,
The jury went on to convict her of col-
lecting articles ‘likely to be useful to a
person committing or preparing an act
of terrorism’ (Section 58 1). Though
described in the press as the ‘lesser
charge’; both carry a maximum sen-
tence of 10 years.

Samina Malik, who changed her
intemet ID from ‘lyrical babe’ to ‘lyri-
cal terrorist’® because it ‘sounded
cool’, had downloaded manuals enti-
tled The Mujaheddin Poisoner's
Handbook and How to Make Bombs,
and written and emailed out poems
entitled How to Behead and The
Living Martyrs. Like many other
British young people she appears to
have had a fascination with sadistic
imagery and wrote poetry about her
violent fantasies. Had she been a
white boy obsessed with Death Metal
lyrics about rape and ritual slaughter,
or who fantasised about joining the
British army and violently killing
Muslims, or even about Nazism, in the
absence of any actual violence this
would have attracted little attention.
And of course the Sun newspaper
bloggers who, following Samina’s
conviction, commented that she should
have her throat slit or be stoned to
death, have not been hunted down and
put on trial.

But as a Muslim living at a time
when Britain and the US are waging
bloody war against two Muslim coun-
tries, and the government is engaged in
a propaganda offensive to ensure that
support for the resistance in those
countries does not grow, her every
word and action has been scrutinised
and criminalised. While Samina
Malik’s writings do not appear to have
been anti-imperialist or even anti-
British, with the targets of the fantasy
violence largely ‘infidels’ or betrayers
of the faith, her conviction is nonethe-
less a warning by the British state to
every Muslim to stay away from reli-
gious radicalism, away from any view,
opinion or thought that is not 100%
supportive of the British Christian cap-
italist establishment. She has been con-
victed, not for any deeds or even plans,
but for her fantasies and thoughts.

TERRORISING
COMMUNITIES

No fair trial - no comment
Even criticising the conviction of
someone like Samina Malik could
land you in court. When, after 21-
ygar—old Scottish student Mohammed
S\ddiquc was found guilty of provid-
Ing training material on bomb-making
and spreading terrorist propaganda on
websites, his lawyer Aamer Anwar
read a statement which said he did not
receive a fair trial and the ‘verdict was
a tragedy for justice and for freedom
of speech’, adding ‘Young Muslims
live in a climate of fear no different to
that experienced by the Irish commu-
nity in the last century’. This state-
ment so outraged judge Lord Carlo-
way that Anwar now faces the
prospect of himself standing trial for
contempt of court.

Criminalising dissent

With no end in sight to Britain’s wars
against the people of Iraq and
Afghanistan, the Labour government
is stepping up its attack against poten-
tial supporters of resistance. At pres-
ent the main targets are Muslims liv-
ing in Britain but the massive and
expensive programme of repression,
surveillance and counterpropaganda
set out by Brown is potentially direc-
ted not just at supporters of Islamic
militancy but at everyone who op-
poses Britain’s impenialist wars.

A jury has found the
Metropolitan Police guilty of
breaking Health and Safety
laws over the fatal shooting of
Jean Charles de Menezes on a
London tube train on 22 July
2005. The Health and Safety at
Work Act 1974 requires
employers to ensure the
safety of non-employees.
Charles shot in tf

The murder of Jean Charles de Menezes

Metropolitan Police guilty

civil liberties in order to protect inno-
cent lives.

In this trial there was no evidence
from the two officers who shot Jean
Charles, nor any of the 17 civilian wit-
nesses to the shooting. All of those
civilian witnesses’ evidence would have
contradicted the eight police witnesses
who said that the cops challenged Jean
Charles by shouting ‘armed police’.
The court heard from a forensic wit-

Complaints Commission inquiry which
resulted in a loss of evidence, most par-
ticularly CCTV film of the shooting.

The Met as a ‘corporation’ has been
fined £175,000, plus £385,000 costs,
which will be paid for by the tax-payer.
The police have been backed by Labour
politicians, including London Mayor
‘Red’ Ken Livingstone, who com-
plained that the verdict will make it
harder for the police to protect the capi-
tal against terrorism.

The family of Jean Charles de Mene-
zes have consistently called for a public
inquiry. According to a statement from
their solicitors, they will now sue the
police and take them to the European
Court of Human Rights. The inquest
into the death of Jean Charles will re-

pen in the spring.
geek Jim Wills

Members of the de Menezes family



How the West was really
won

The first phase of the Buropean inva-
sion of North Amenica led 10 the setile-
ment of the eastern seaboard. Rivalry
during the 18th century between capi-
talist Britain, France and Spain, in
continental power and colonial con-
quest, culminated in British victory in
the Seven Years War in 1763 By
Crown Proclamation, the British de-
clared that that lands formerly occu-
pied by France in North America (“New
France®) would be incorporated into a
vast swathe of inland territory, stretch-
ing through present day Canada to the
tip of Florida - the ‘Indian Reserve’.

The Indian Reserve blocked the set-
tlers” westward advance. To the fledg-
ling capitalists of North America, this
was onc further impediment by the
British Crown to their unhindered
expansion. The American revolution-
ary war was fought by the settlers, not
only for independence, but also for
removal of restrictions on further set-
tlement on native territory. Inevitably,
although many tribes and nations were
divided over British rule, the majority
of the native population sided with
Britain in the War of Independence.
When the British were defeated, with-
out consulting their native allies, they
ceded former French territories to Spain.

The US repudiated the Proclama-
tion. This set the stage for the “Indian
Wars’, a series of conflicts between
natives and settlers culminating in the
Indian Removal Act of 1830. This led
to the more or less forcibly ‘negoti-
ated’ removal of the native population
1o the west and by the 1880s they were
concentrated in “Indian Territory” re-
served for resettled tribes. This was
basically the same territory as modern
Oklahoma. Indeed, the state gets its
name from the Choctaw name for the
native population: okla humma — ‘red

people’.

Once again, native Americans were
betrayed and their land expropriated.
In a senies of ‘Land Runs’ between
1889 and 1895 — known as the Land

Rush — native land was seized for set-
tlement. This led to the final destruc-
tion of communal land custody and its
replacement with private ownership.
The “frontier” had now been closed.
This episode culminated in statehood
for Oklahoma on 16 November 1907.
Many fugitive slaves had found
refuge amongst the native population
and had also sought to settle outside
areas of European settlement. As the
frontier closed, the settlers set about
terrorising black Oklahomans and in-
stituting  segregation. Although the
state constitution avoided mentioning -
strict segregation, the spirit of the new
state was clearly expressed in the very
first piece of state legislation: Senate
Bill Number One. Anyone with any
African ancestry was declared black.
‘Intermarriage’ was declared a felony
offence, as was ‘miscegenation’ — so-
called ‘race mixing’. This discrimina-
tion was only declared illegal — by the
Federal Supreme Court despite Okla-
homa’s resistance — in 1967. Schools,
railway stations, bus depots, churches,
hospitals, restaurants — all were segre-
gated, including even phone booths
and cemeteries. Terrorism against black
people came to a head in the Tulsa
pogrom of 1921, which killed hun-
dreds of black people and burnt black
neighbourhoods to the ground. Lynch-
ing and other forms of racial terrorism
continued for many yo;::. ‘I;;:rlas only
with the victory of il rights
struggle that formal discrimination was
i o :

State of Oklahoma celebrates
a centenary 9f
ethnic cleansing

The US state of Oklahoma was born in 1907 from a final fr:l'l
of Native Americans. Now, with the blessing of the Bush a
is celebrating its centenary year with a fresh wave of eth

zy of ethnic cleansing

ministration, Oklahoma

nic cleansing, this time by

driving some 20,000 Latinos out of the state.

Randy Terrill
Under this law:

® It is a felony offence, punishable
by a minimum of one year in
prison and/or $1,000 fine to shel-
ter, transport or employ any illegal
immigrant.
® It is an offence to issue identifica-
tion to any illegal immigrant —
even library cards, driving licences
and union cards. Up till now most
states have been relaxed about
checking applicants’ immigration
status when issuing driving licen-
ces, which are universally accepted
as ID within the US.

® All new hires must be verified

using US Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) systems. -DHS is
responsible for repressing immi-
grants.
® Anyone charged with a felony or
driving under the influence must
have their immigration status veri-
fied. If they're undocumented,
they will not be eligible for bail
and the DHS will be notified.
® Anyone who fires a US citizen or
permanent resident while continu-
ing to employ illegal immigrants is
engaging in discrimination.
® Public benefits are denied to any-
one aged 14 or over who cannot
prove they are lawfully resident in
the US.
® Local authorities and agencies must
cooperate with and not impede the
hunt for illegal immigrants,
® No state aid for higher education,
including scholarships or tuition
payment is permitted to illegal
residents.

The Act has bipartisan support from
Democrats and Republicans, It was
carefully crafted to navigate around
typical legal objections and has so far
survived legal challenges.

alleged to cost the state hundreds _ol"
millions of dollars in benefits. Terrill
conveniently forgets that crime has
no nationality: his ideological com-
panion and fellow white suprcmamsl
Timothy McVeigh committed the
worst act of home-grown terror on US
soil: the bombing of the .chcral
Building in Oklahoma City in 1995,
killing 168 and injuring more than
800 people. ;

Slavery was legal, segregation
was legal — but they were unjust. And
so is this vicious racist Act. Indeed
many of its provisions recall the
Fugitive Slave Act, designed to pun-
ishknnyonc who aided flecing slaves
or who refused to return them to their
owners.
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The terrorist pogrom against black people in Tul

Significance 2
If Oklahoma is allowed to get away

with this, numerous mh_cr states will
follow. Georgia and Arizona alrcad‘y
have legislation targeting cmplnycr‘s_
which is undergoing chnllcngc in
Federal courts. Terrill’s Act will be
mimicked in numerous other states

he is already advising Ia\vrpakprs in
other states how to write this kmfi of
legislation. It is the most serious
attack on the US working class in
years. Quite apart from issues of basic
justice and humanity, if this succeeds
it will hold back the political struggle
in the US for years. The consequences
will be further repression of unc.:lo_cu-
mented immigrants and of activists
who support them; it will further

ING.THE, NEGR
LK THE

B
sa in 1921

divide the US working class ang Make
political organising far more diff; ult: jy
will distract attention from (he ””’”:‘.’lﬁ
the ruling class makes o cjyj] and
political liberties. The US econgyy
sis will require further Attacky
working class: further cutting of livin
standards and more un-‘rnrlln‘,'m.‘n,u
The US ruling class relishes the poss
bility of a divided working clasg -
ing the most exploited
problems the ruling class has createqd
This legislation is forcing
of |l1'|r"nl)_2.!‘.'!l|nn to rhg top of the politi.
cal agenda, in an election year, Althougy
immigration is a federa| r\_"pnngihj‘-l'
ity. over 1,400 bills cone 5

NIC ¢y
on the

blam.
section for the

the 18516

Cming imm;.
gration have been introduced i, & i
islatures in all 50 states More ,f;z'
double the number Jasy o -‘;' an
JCar. Sinca

more than 180 have Survived 1y b
come law, the line of defence hag j, L
through the court System. Perhg c,{l‘l:n
courts will save the day? So Fr;,r -
hasn’t worked and legal objecti .
have been thrown oyt The O] ok
Bar Association is protesting
the arrest and detention of la?.\.ycr;

Pakistan, but is silent aboyt th ‘In
attacks on undocumenteq worke e
their own state, L

Where is the fighback? Typically
and tellingly the Democrats —qup ort
this Act. No serious political opﬁoszﬂnn
can be expected from the Dcmn-cratn:
Part_y. When fronl-mnnjng US Demo-
cratic candidate for President, Hilary
C"[mton. Was confronted over drivers’
licences for illegal immigrants, sEe
refused to give a straight answer. If
Dci!nograts can’t support issuing driy-
ers hc_:cnccs they're not going to
defend 11.[cgal immigrants over these far
more serious attacks,

The US left seems completely asleep
about the issue, not even repo}tjng it,
fiever mind campaigning against it. Yet
Oklahoma is ideal for 3 US and inter-
national sanctions or boyeott campaign,
Boeing  produces wing assemblies
there; Firestone and Michelin manufac-
ture tires, Coca-Cola has a huge plant
there. Mexico did $431m business with
the state last year; Canada abowt
$1,600m. If Terrill and co don’t want
Latinos in the state, we shouldn’t be
subsidising it in any way - they have
stuck their necks far enough to reach
the chopping block: it’s time to teach
them and their supporters a lesson.

Steve Palmer, US correspondent

ahomg
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Capitalism rocks and rolls

Every month or so we get told that
‘we’re over the worst' of the finan-
cial crisis, that we're ‘turning the
corner’. And as soon as we get
round the corner, some bank sheep-
ishly confesses how much they've
lost. Here are the main write-downs
since the last issue of FRFI;

® Citigroup - $8-11bn, up from
$6.4bn in the third quarter.
Merrill Lynch - $7.9bn.

Morgan Stanley - $3.7bn in
September and October alone,
UBS - $3.4bn.

Barclays - $2.7bn.

Credit Suisse - $2bn.
Wachovia (4th largest US bank) -
$1.3bn.

H&R Block - $1bn.

Other casualties include HSBC, which
lost $3.4bn on its mongage business
and the $1.6bn Corina Fund, which
was forced Into liquidation. Freddie
Mac (Federal Home Loan Mortgage
Company) lost $2bn and Fannie Mae
(Federal National Mortgage Asso-
ciation) lost $1.38bn, Between them,
Freddie and Fannie own or securitize

some 40% of the total $11.5 trilion US

ers have been hit, leading to falling
share prices and lowered credit ratings.
In Europe, Swiss Re has had to confess
to losses of $1.2bn. The lowered credit
ratings of these insurers have affected
the rating of the bonds they have
insured. As a result ‘Munis’' (municipal
bonds) have had their quality cut,
despite the fact that these entities
hardly ever default — unlike companies,
cities can't just disappear overnight.

Faced with borrower defaults, lend-
ers are trying to recoup their money by
foreclosing on homes. But federal
Judges have thrown a wrench into the
works by starting to insist that inves-
tors foreclosing need to prove that
they actually own the mortgages. This
is a legal requirement which has, as-
tonishingly, been ignored in almost half
foreclosure proceedings. But estab-
lishing ownership is difficult because,
as we explained in FRF| 198, these
mortgages have been sliced up and
spread around among numerous dif-
ferent investors,

How bad is bad?
So how bad is it going to get? There

: mﬂmoﬂmebﬂmnmﬂnthe

ﬂjﬂ;ﬂ" lflvﬂlluq. other than a

puts the figure at around $2 trillion -
that's about 15% of US GDP and a lot
of anybody's pocket money.

How does Hatzius arrive at thgse
numbers? Well, like FRFI, he recognises
that these ‘assets’ have served as !I_‘\e
collateral for highly leveraged financial
operations, forming the basis for ex-
panding up to perhaps 10 times their
supposed value. When the value of the
underlying collateral disappears, S0 does
the ability to lend on it. So losses of
$200bn implies some $2,000bn of Ierjd-
ing will not now take place - a mas‘swe
credit contraction. Different calculations
using the ABX futures index for these
securities arrive at a similar number.

Heads roll - into gilt-lined
baskets

Of course, individuals have f‘“d to pa:fl
the price at these companies. Mer_r:_.
Lynch CEO Stanley O'Neal and Cud
group's Charles Price have walkef
the plank and resigned. The price @
failure is high - O'Neal's reward for his
screw-ups was $156m and Price coI1-
lected a cool $95m on his way out
Meanwhile the US Agriculture DB;
partment quietly reported that 35.52
million people, including 12.63 millon
children, went hungry in the US I"
2006, up from 35.13 million in 2005-
Business as usual in the richest coun
try In the world: the rich are still getting
richer while the poor are gettind

absolutely poorer.
B Steve Palmer
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The movement now challenging General Musharraf’s
imposition of emergency rule in Pakistan is the greatest threat
to his control of the state since he seized power in 1999.
Although it is dominated by largely bourgeois and petty
bourgeois elements lacking the organisational capacity to
foster popular participation in the struggle against military rule,
the movement itself represents an opening of the political
space within Pakistan that has historically been dominated by
an extremely reactionary military. While the extant political
parties in Pakistan, dominated as they are by the interests of
the propertied classes, are not going to promote the interests
of Pakistan's underprivileged majority once the current regime
collapses, the current wave of popular protest presents an
opportunity for the impoverished masses to organise and
advance their own independent interests in a situation freed
from the repressive authoritarianism of the military.

HASSAN JAVID reports.

he proclamation of emergency
rule in Pakistan is the latest
episode in a saga stretching
back to General Musharraf’s
failed attempt to remove Chief
Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry from the
Supreme Court in March 2007. Despite
having tacitly supported military dic-
tatorships throughout Pakistan's his-
tory, the judiciary had begun to assert
its own independence by investigating
reports of the Musharraf government’s
increasingly evident abuses of power.

Consequently, the court proceeded to

of the largest ind ,.-‘l

T . o e g

that the bidding process had dispro-
portionately favoured groups with links
to members of the government, and
also started to look into the ‘disap-
pearance’ of hundreds of people al-
Jegedly involved in terrorist activities.
Musharraf’s subsequent unconstitu-
tional dismissal of Iftikhar Chaudhry
was an attempt to coerce the judiciary
into obedience and was met with fierce
resistance by judges and lawyers across
the country. In scenes reminiscent of
the movement that toppled Ayub Khan,
Pakistan’s first military dictator in
1968, rights activists and political par-
ties rapidly joined the lawyers who
had taken to the streets demanding an
immediate end to military rule. As pro-
tests wracked Pakistan’s major cities,
Ifiikhar Chaudhry was reinstated as
Chief Justice in July, following a rul-
ing by a panel of Supreme Court
judges formed to investigate the alle-
gations levelled against him by the
government.

Emboldened by the success of the
movement, the Supreme Court then
began to entertain petitions challeng-
ing the right of General Musharraf to
remain president following the end of
the sitting parliament’s term in Nov-
ember. The movement continued to
pile pressure on the regime, moulding
public opinion against the government
while encouraging the Supreme Court
to curtail Musharraf’s power. Faced
with the prospect of a crisis of legiti-
macy, Musharraf, struggling to main-
tain a fagade of democracy, sought 2
power-sharing deal with Benazir Bhutto,
the exiled leader of Pakistan’s largest
and arguably most popular political
party, before finally imposing cmer-

that had spilled out of Pakistan's
restive Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA) and into the valley of
Swat, arguing that it was necessary for
the government to expand its powers
in order to prevent the country from
descending into instability. However,
the brutal reality of Musharraf’s emer-
gency rule became abundantly clear as
the police and security forces un-
leashed a campaign of unbridled re-
pression against the thousands around
the country sustaining the movement
against the government’s repeated as-
saults on democracy.- o
Thus, in the two weeks following
the declaration of emergency rule, the
Musharraf government proceeded to
suspend the constitution and purge the
Supreme Court of independent-minded

Police attack demonstrators in the Punjab

raf’s eight years in power.

As seen through the eyes of the
government, Pakistan under Mushar-
raf has experienced an unparalleled
period of economic growth, stability
and progress. With foreign investment
rising, and economic growth consis-
tently around 7% since Musharraf
took power, supporters of the regime
point to proposed plans by Arab con-
sortiums to build skyscrapers in La-
hore and Karachi, the rapid influx of
multinational telecom companies into
Pakistan and the expansion of the
financial services sector as indicators
of an economic boom. Even if the
assumption were to be made that Paki-
stan’s economic growth could have
been achieved without the $18 billion
received by the govemnment since

Students in Lahore demonstrate against Musharraf

judges who, had been trying to check
the government’s pPOWer. This crip-
pling of the judiciary was accompa-
nied by a sweeping, country-wide
crackdown on a diverse array of ‘ter-
rorists’: lawyers, politicians, academ-
ics, rights activists, journalists, and
students. Even as militants in Swat
continued to mock the state’s feeble
attempls to curtail their advance, thou-
sands of dissidents were thrown in jail
for exercising their right to protest and
i sition to the government’s

ism. Within,

1999 in the form of international mili-
tary and financial assistance, privati-
sation proceeds and loan write-offs,
the fact remains that the Musharraf
government has actually presided over
an increase in income inequality over
the past eight years. Little of the wealth
that has been created has trickled
down to the 72% of Pakistanis who live
on less than $2 a day and, by strictly
adhering to the policy prescriptions of
the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank, the government has
instituted an economic order that
greater openness to flows of

military heads a corporate empire com-
prised of thousands of companies and
organisations, the cconomic strength
of the military cannot solely be judged
by its formal budgetary allocation.
Enjoying a virtual monopoly over sec-
tors such as cement production and
road-building, and controlling almost
a third of Pakistan’s heavy manu-
facturing, the corporate interests of the
Pakistani military have been estimated
to be worth $20 billion. Given that
none of the military’s economic af-
fairs are open to civilian scrutiny or
audit, the military’s continued hold on
political power has also served as a
means through which it has been able
to enrich itself and a corrupt officer
corps that has used its influence to
retain privileged access to commercial
projects and sources of capital. Like
the comprador capitalists who have
historically supported military regimes
in Pakistan, the military itself has been
one of the biggest economic benefici-
aries of dictatorship.

The military’s gross economic cor-
ruption, however, is surpassed only by
the extremely repressive effect it has
historically had on politics in Paki-
stan, Through its repeated interventions
in government, it has effectively dis-
mantled political parties and demo-
cratic institutions while strengthening
those classes and actors within society
that are most likely to support its rule.
In this regard, Musharraf was no ex-
ception, seeking legitimacy through
sham elections that declared him to be
president and through the appointment
of a puppet parliament controlled by
religious parties and traditional elites
who had defected from the previous
government. Secure in his position as
army chief and president, Musharraf
then proceeded to implement an agenda
of ‘reform’ that included brutally crush-
ing an ethno-national uprising in Bal-
ochistan where the people, for the
fourth time in Pakistan’s history, rose
up against the state to demand an
end to the continuing exploitation of
their underdeveloped yet resource-rich
province.

Similarly, in the tribal belt border-
ing Afghanistan, the military banned
the media and non-military personnel
from investigating the extent of the
state’s military operations in the region
as it indiscriminately bombed the area,
at the behest of the US, in an attempt
1o ‘root out Islamist militancy”.

Ironically, due to its alliance with

- Islamist parties in parliament, the Mus-
- hamraf government has found itself
~ dealing with the contradiction of hav-

ing to appease an extremely vocal

. Dictatorship and resistance

fringe of Islamist extremism within
Pakistan while, at the same time, com-
bating ‘terrorism’ as part of the Us’
imperialist war in Afghanistan As
such, when the government made token
efforts to modify rape laws that dis-
criminated against women, or IO
change blasphemy laws that unfairly
targeted non-Muslims, it was forced to
roll back the proposed amendments in
order to not risk invoking the ire of its
religious partners. Even the roots the
infamous Red Mosque crisis earlier
this year lay in how Musharraf had
long tolerated the presence of an ex-
tremely violent, sectarian religious or-
ganisation in the heart of Pakistan’s
capital city.
Consequently, as the military reg-
ime’s inadequacy and lack of legiti-
macy are increasingly exposed, Paki-
stan is standing at a unique juncture in
history. Although close to 5,400 of the
protestors who were jailed have now
been released by the state, hundreds of
the most vocal and prominent mem-
bers of the movement remain incar-
cerated and are likely to be tried under
draconian anti-terror laws by military
tribunals. Furthermore, curbs on the
media remain firmly in place and
Musharraf has sought to introduce
new laws preventing any decisions he
takes during emergency rule from
being challenged in any court of law.
Despite this repression, however, the
unflagging momentum of the move-
ment and its increasing resonance with
the populace has made it abundantly
clear that the regime cannot survive
for much longer.

Several factors must, however, be
taken into account before sounding a
final death knell for the dictatorship.
Political parties, despite their initial
support for the Chief Justice during
the judicial crisis in the summer, have
been hesitant to voice all-out opposi-
tion to the government. While parties
deliberately kept on the political per-
iphery by the regime, such as former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s PML-
N, have mobilised against the govern-
ment (and consequently been targeted
by it), the religious parties and the
PML-Q, the military’s major allies in
parliament, have reaffirmed their sup-
port for Musharraf. Crucially, the PPP
under Benazir Bhutto has thus far
refused to launch a campaign against
the government, largely because it
hopes the military will accommodate
it as a full partner within any power-
sharing scheme. Given that political
parties need to play an active role in
mobilising the masses in the absence
of any altemative organisational chan-
nels, the opportunistic stance being
taken by parties such as the PPP is
aimed at impeding the growth of the
movement. Additionally the United
States, placated by a promise of elec-
tions in 2008, has reaffirmed its com-
mitment to supporting Musharraf, and
has pledged to continue with plans to
provide him with financial and mili-
tary assistance in return for his contin-
ued cooperation in the *war on terror’.

Despite a lack of condemnation
from the regime’s most significant pat-
ron, however, domestic opposition to
Musharraf is likely to continue, and
will be significantly boosted should
parties such as the PPP decide to join
the movement as Musharraf’s grip on
power inevitably weakens. Although
it is clear that a subsequent exercise in
electoral politics in 2008 will not nec-
essarily lead to a meaningful deepen-
ing of democracy, a historic political
defeat for the military will represent a
major step forward for the people of
Pakistan.
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‘All of us, from the
leaders to the rank-
and-file workers, are
duty-bound to
accurately identify and
analyse every problem
in depth... in order to
combat the problem
with the most
convenient
methods...’

Raul Castro, 26 July 2007

ince Fidel’s illness, commen-
tators outside Cuba have been
searching for signs of change
in Cuba’s revolutionary gov-
emment. Cuba’s enemies cag-
erly anticipated an Easten European
style ‘transition’ with Fidel’s exit; the
end of socialism and opening up to neo-
liberalism. But there has been no power
vacuum and no counterrevolutionary
movement rising up to reject everything
he stood for. Fidel has stood back and
ted as the Cuban government
has consolidated the socialist revolution
in the process of transition to a genera-
tion of younger leaders. Cuba’s enemies
feel frustrated — transition has taken
place, but not in the direction they
wanted. Such frustration obstructs their
ability to analyse or understand new
developments.

Bourgeois journalists  celebrated
Raul's speech as representing a mew
turning towards the US administration,
implying susceptibility to capitalist
openings. This was disingenuous. Raul,
as head of the Revolutionary Armed
Forces (FAR), first reported on the mili-
tary exercise Operation Caguairin:
‘attaining levels of combat readiness
superior to those of any other period’,
involving special defence training for a
million Cubans. He then reasserted that
Cuba would only enter talks with a
post-Bush US administration: ‘on equal
footing’; if not, Cuba would: ‘continue
confronting their policy of hostility..."
Too excited about Raul’s supposed nod
towards US imperialism, commentators
missed the important part: the promo-
tion of a deeply democratic and socialist
concept of people’s power.

Raul expanded on themes raised by
Fidel in 2005 — securing the future of
Revohmon, lhc problem of produc-
mandnewnch

deepening

UBA

genius is in the people

A profound process of popular consultation is
underway in Cuba. Demonstrating the real
meaning of democracy, the Cuban government
has created forums for everyone in the country to
contribute to a great debate about Cuba’s
socio-economic problems and to suggest
concrete solutions. This process was initiated in a
speech by acting President Raul Castro on 26 July
2007, the 54th anniversary of the attack on
Moncada Barracks. It marked exactly one year
since Fidel Castro last appeared in public.

HELEN YAFFE reports.

2) Prices cannot go down until produc-
tion and productivity go up: ‘any in-
crease in wages or decrease in prices, to
be real, can only stem from greater and
more efficient production and services
offered, which will increase the coun-
try’s incomes... To have more, we have
to begin by producing more, with a
sense of rationality and efficiency.”

3) The need to reduce imports. The
import prices of oil, milk and frozen
chicken have increased between 200
and 300% in four years, sapping Cuban
hard currency reserves. Meanwhile, the
cost to Cuban consumers, highly sub-
sidised by the state, has barely changed:
‘I am talking of products that I think can
be grown here’, he said, complaining

about the abundance of marabu, a
thomy bush invading productive land
left fallow throughout the island.

4) The drive to rationalise production.
Instead of transporting milk miles to a

pasteurisation plant, it will be distrib-
uted direct to communities around the
agricultural producer. ‘this valuable
food product [milk] travelled hundreds
of miles before reaching a consumer
who, quite often, lived a few hundred
metres away from the livestock farm.”
This also reduces product losses and
fuel expenses.

5) The problem of the US blockade.
‘Some...do not perceive the real danger
or the undeniable fact that the blockade
has a direct influence both on the major
economic decisions and on each
Cuban’s most basic needs.’

6) The need for foreign investment:
‘that can provide us with capital, tech-
nology or markets...upon well-defined
legal bases which preserve the role of
the state and the predominance of
socialist property.”

In 1996, one of the worst years of the
Special Period, Raul made an influen-
tial speech calling for a political battle
to secure the Revolution against the
individualistic tendencies encouraged
by economic reforms introducing some
elements of the free market. He set out
the need to ‘examine the political and
social situation in the country in order
to derive from this analysis the ideolog-
ical work our [Communist] Party has to
carry out during these times of the spe-
cial period.” (12 March 1996) The
speech sparked discussions among all
Cubans. The impact of his speech on 26
July 2007 was the same. Underlying
Raul’s speech is the concept of Cubans
as citizens, not consumers, with respon-
sibility to society: ‘We need to bring
everyone into the daily battle against
the very errors which aggravate objec-
tive difficulties from external causes, ..’
Once again he outlined the leading role
of the Communist Party (CCP) in
addressing and solving the national
problems.

In August, after discussions with the
CCP provincial leaders, a process of
popular consultation was initiated to give

ubans a forum o thrash out socio-

Raul Castro speaking in Camaguey on 26 July

to the debate, not just complaining, but
suggesting improvements. Every inter-
vention has been anonymously recorded
and collected in central offices to be
analysed, to provide a comprchensive
assessment of the state of the country
and the consciousness of its people.

This process demonstrates the Cuban
government and CCP’s trust in the pop-
ulation — Fidel’s concept that the genius
is in the people. The results will provide
a unique insight into the state of produc-
tion, trade unions and grassroots organi-
sations. The risk lies in raising expecta-
tions which cannot be met. But the con-
sultation is genuinely expected to gen-
erate many concrete solutions, although
Raul warned that some problems reflect
realities of the international economy
and no government policies or resolu-
tions can solve them. Some of the com-
plaints reflect a search for individualis-
tic solutions to material scarcity — pro-
posals which would improve conditions
for individuals but risk increasing pri-
vate property relations and capitalist
mechanisms. For example, opposition
to rules that individuals can only sell
their cars or houses to the state at low
prices and obstacles to individuals or
families starting their own farms on fal-
low land, or limiting the productive
capacity of family or cooperative farms.
The desire to remove state control is the
outcome of the state’s inefficiency in
resolving production and distribution
problems, Clearly, however, to concede
these demands is to open the gate to
capitalist property relations.

Structural and conceptual
changes for improving
socialism

‘Raul was clear that ‘structural and con-

- ceptual changes will have to be intro-
duced’ and

and apart from rationalising

milk production, he gave two examples.
One was in the relationship of the state to
farmers and the other related to foreign
investment. Commentators outside Cuba
have jumped on these as evidence of
economic ‘liberalisation’ — the adoption
of capitalist mechanisms to determine
production and distribution. In reality,
Raul talked of the need to improve the
efficiency of the state’s payment to farm-
ers for agricultural produce, not a trans-
ference of state land to private produc-
tion. When he talked of securing more
foreign investment it reflected a trend
which has seen the Cubans cut the num-
ber of smaller foreign investors in Cuba,
so mixed-enterprises have decreased by
41% from 2002 to 2006, whilst consoli-
dating large investments in major infra-
structural and development projects in
strategic sectors like mining and energy.
Much of this involves setting up joint
ventures with state companies from fra-
ternal countries, Venezuela and China.
The result is to limit the sphere of opera-
tion of capitalist mechanisms, introduced
via foreign capital, diminishing their
impact on the Cuban consumer, whilst
simultancously strengthening the state’s
economic resources based on high value-
generating activities, for example nickel
and oil production. This closing of
opportunities for private foreign capital,
as well as the blockade, explains why
the Economist Intelligence Unit placed
Cuba 81 out of 82 worst countries for
business!

Those jumping to promote ‘liberali-
sation® include *intellectuals’ and ‘econ-
omists' in Cuba, such as Pedro Monreal
and Aurelio Alonso. In an interview
given during the consultation process,
Aurelio Alonso, deputy director of the
magazine Casa de las Americas pro-
moted private agricultural production:
“The family should not invest all its pro-




ductive effort for the benefit of the state.
In the end, we should be less fearful of
letting people make money.” In an inter-
view on 25 September, Pedro Monreal
from Cuba’s Centre for Research into
the International Economy went further,
arguing that credit institutions should be
created to provide $20,000 capital to
individual Cuban entrepreneurs to estab-
lish private busincsses. He asks: ‘Docs
the state necessarily have to occupy
itself with panel beating cars, or shoe
repairs, or make electronic utensils or
repairs of — 1 don’t know — blenders, or
producing food. Not necessarily, this
could be organised by cooperative or
private national enterprises.’” Monreal
proposes: ‘to organise structural reform
of agriculture in terms of transferring
state land to private or cooperative land
... [and to] leave the market to reign...’
His models are China and Vietnam.

Clearly, the question of land owner-
ship lies at the heart of the ideological
debate about the future of the Cuban
cconomy. But Alonso, Monreal and
their trend are disingenuous to suggest
that increased privatisation of land will
automatically increase productivity and
efficiency without undermining social-
ism. Since the measures introduced in
1993, in the first years of the Special
Period, the state has directly controlled
litle  agricultural production, yet the
private or cooperative farms have not
solved the problem of low productivity.

What is the influence of such pro-
capitalist ‘intellectuals’ in policy-for-
mulation in revolutionary Cuba? Asked
by his interviewer whether economists
would determine the new structures,
Monreal admits: ‘I don’t think so...’ He
distinguishes between the academic
economists, like himself, and those
working on the state plan and within the
ministries, lamenting that in Cuba:
‘economic measures are never a ques-
tion for technical professionals... ‘they
are decisions which basically corre-
spond with political questions.”

Once again, Cuba’s leaders have
taken the politeal questions to the
entire Cuban population. The national
debate coincided with the commemora-
tion for the 40th anniversary of Emesto
Che Guevara's execution in Bolivia.
Ministries, institutions, workplaces,
trade unions, study centres, grass Toots
and cultural organisations throughout
Cuba organised events to pay tribute to
Guevara. Many of these events empha-
sised Guevara’s opposition to adopting
capitalist mechanisms to resolve prob-
lems within the socialist economy. They
recalled his prediction that ‘liberalisa-
tion’, or market socialism, which
Monreal and Alonso promote, would
lead to the restoration of capitalism in
the Soviet bloc.

Other processes underway also rein-
force the Cuban left. On 13 October,
Chavez was in Cuba to sign 14 new col-
laborative projects between Cuba and
Venezuela in the areas of construction,
energy, tourism, petrochemicals, fish-
ing, telecommunications and nickel,
This raises the number of joint projects
between the countries to 352, across 28
sectors of economic and social develop-
ment. Raul said: ‘the search for a just
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and sustainable development and true

CUBAVIVE!
Guban socialism

dangerous waters

On 30 October, Cuba o
United Nations,
illegal US block
loyal ally Israel
Palau and Marshall Islands -
Although the
ruling,
for Cu
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nce again trounced the US at the
as 184 countries voted against the

ade of the island. Only three countries -
and the miniscule and highly dependent

stood with US imperialism.

US will continue to blatantly ignore the
the vote represents a moral and political victory
ba, coming as it did just a week after President
aunched a new initiative to foment international

opposition to the Cuban Revolution.

Economic warfare

‘Every means should be undertaken to
weaken the economic life of Cuba to
bring about hunger, desperation and the
overthrow of the government’ (declassi-
fied State Department document, 1960)

This is the 16th consecutive year that
the UN has voted against the blockade —
described by Cuba as an act of eco-
nomic warfare — with a year-on-year
increase in support for Cuba, despite
behind-the-scenes threats and manoeu-
vres by the US. Cuban Foreign Minister
Felipe Roque estimated that the cost to
the Cuban economy of what he
described as ‘a blatant, massive and
systematic violation of the rights of our
people” has been $89bn over the last 46
years — or $222bn in cument dollar
terms. There is no part of the economy
that has not been affected.

Yet with supreme hypocrisy, on 24
October, in his first major speech on
Cuba since Fidel Castro stepped down
temporarily a year ago, George Bush
outlined what he described as the ‘eco-
nomic misery” of ‘communism’ suffer-
ed by the Cuban people. ‘Cars pre-date
the revolution...and some Cubans rely
on horse carts for transportation. Hous-
ing...is in very poor condition... clinics
for ordinary Cubans suffer from chronic
shortages in medicine and equipment...
There are long lines for basic necessi-
ties’. In the same breath, he called for
Congress ‘to show our support and soli-
darity for fundamental change in Cuba
by maintaining our embargo on the dic-
tatorship until it changes’.

itself. Bush’s speech marked a signifi-
cant ratcheting up of this threat, with a
call to ‘the Cuban people’ to rise up
against ‘the ruling class’ who have cre-
ated a ‘tropical gulag’ and the seductive
promise of millions of dollars worth of
aid (‘especially to Cuban entrepre-
neurs’) if they do so. He used the exam-
ple of Hungary, Poland and Czecho-
slovakia — where imperialism imple-
mented precisely such a strategy — call-
ing pro-US dissidents ‘the leaders of the
future’ and — in an illegal bid to incite a
coup — appealing to the Cuban police
and military to side against the govern-
ment, offering them a place in a future

regime if they did so, He paraded a
series of anti-Cuban exiles in a well-
worn attack on Cuba’s record on human
rights, Most sinister of all, he stressed
again and again that the United States
was not interested in ‘stability’:

‘Cuba’s transition from a shattcred
society to a free country may be long
and difficult. Things will not always go
as hoped. There will be difficult adjust-
ments to make...If Cuba is to enter a
new era, it must find a way to reconcile
and forgive those who have been part of
the system but who do not have blood
on their hands’.

Cubans chart their own
future

While Bush’s speech is little short of a
manifesto for civil war it also gives, as
Felipe Roque pointed out ‘an idea of the
level of frustration, of desperation and
of personal hatred towards Cuba’. An
embattled president whose time is run-
ning out, George Bush leaves behind an
cconomy in freefall and a country en-
meshed in an unwinnable war in Iraq
and, like a cornered rat, is lashing out
on all fronts. His speech describes an
inversion of the real society the Cubans
are building. Cuba’s economy is grow-
ing and targets for oil production, for
example, are being met; the transition
of power to the vice-president did not
signal the end of socialism but its con-
solidation. The democratic process of
consultation taking place throughout
the country to address the very real
problems caused by the US blockade
and the Special Period are hardly redo-
lent of a breakdown of ‘community arid
simple trust between human beings” or
‘a disgraced and dying order’; in the first
round of Cuba’s municipal elections in
October, turnout was 95%, with just over
3% of ballots spoiled (despite a cam-
paign orchestrated in Miami for a mass

spoiling of ballot papers) - giving the lie
to Bush’s fantastical image of a people
engaged in a final ‘push for freedom’
amid ‘the dying gasps of a failed
regime’,

In June, against US opposition, the
United Nations withdrew its Special
Rapporteur on Human Rights from
Cuba as being unnecessary. Despite
Bush’s assertion that Cubans might be
listening to his speech “at great risk’ on
the illegal US-funded Radio and TV
Marti, in fact it was substantially re-
printed in the Cuban statc newspaper
Granma and 15 minutes of it shown on
Cuban television. The Cuban govern-
ment is not afraid of the lies and twisted
propaganda of Bush’s brutal and des-
perate administration. Bush tells us that
‘The day is coming when the Cuban
people will chart their own course for a
better life’. The truth is that the Cuban
people have been charting that course
for the past 49 years, and that course is
socialism. Cat Wiener

Fundamental
freedoms:

the right to food

In early November UN Special Rapporteur on
the Right to Food, Jean Ziegler, spent 11 days
in Cuba discussing with officials, farmers,
managers and ordinary people queuing for
rations, as well as investigating claims of sub-
standard food in Cuban prisons. In his report
fie stated 'We haven't seen even one mal-
nourished person...[in Cuba] the right to
being fed is a priority’. He hailed Cuba as a
world model in feeding its population.
Cuba is one of 32 countries that include

‘the right to food’ in their constitutions and
among the very few who meet that pledge to
all, he said. However, he did point out that
Cuba urgently needs to reduce its reliance on
food imports. In November, Cuba signed a
$100m contract for rice with Vietnam, reflect-
ing a drop in rice imports from the US, which
no longer offers credit, from 175,000 tonnes
in 2005 to 80,000 tonnes last year. However,
this year’s efforts at food production in Cuba
have been set back by the recent tropical
storm that has wrecked crops, homes and
infrastructure in the eastern part of the island,
causing millions of dollars worth of damage.

SOCIALISM INTO THE 21st GENTURY

The Cubans are coming

with Rock around the Blockade
ruary — 5 March 2008

maka this tc;ur a qr?at suc-
listing, page 14), organise your
m your practical solidarity

Where?

In a city near you!

Thursday 21 February: London,
Inaugural event

Friday 22 February: Midlands
Saturday 23 February: Liverpool
Sunday 24 and Monday 25
February: Manchester
Tuesday 26 and Wednesday 27
February: Newcastle and
Durham

Thursday 28 and Friday 29
February: Glasgow

Saturday 1 March: London,
National dayschool and rally

2-4 March: London

[ 1 would like to make a financial
donation to Cuba: socialism into
the 21st century speaking tour

[] | would like to join Rock
around the Blockade and enclose
an annual membership fes of

[ £10 (waged) [] £4 (low waged)
[]£2 (unemployed/studant)
Enclosed: £

Name
Address

Email:
Tel:

Please make cheques payable to
'RATB speaking tour 2008' and

send to RATB, BCM Box 5909,
London WC1N 3XX
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Palestine: Abbas ac
imperialism

In the run-up to the US-organised Middle East Peace
Conference in Annapolis at the end of November, the open
collaboration between Mahmoud Abbas, President of the
Palestinian Authority (PA), and his Fatah-dominated gov-
ernment with Israel and the forces of imperialism con-
tinues to gather momentum. BOB SHEPHERD reports.

n the West Bank the PA govern-

ment has signed up to a US-

funded ‘security plan’ centred on

Nablus, which has as its aim the

disarming and dismantling of all
the resistance forces there. In a speech
marking Palestine National Day on 15
November, Abbas called for the top-
pling of the Hamas government in
Gaza. This effectively gives the green
light to an Israeli invasion of Gaza as
they are the only military force capa-
ble of answering Abbas’s call, On 23
November, the Arab League lent a
spurious credibility to the Annapolis
conference by agreeing to send repre-
sentatives.

In October, Saeb Erekat, a Fatah
leader and PLO chief negotiator in the
meetings between Israel and the PA in
the run up to Annapolis, stated that
the joint meetings would draw up a
document that would focus on solving
the issues of Jerusalem, the borders,
settlements, security, water resources

and refugees. This document, he said,
would be the starting point for the
summit. However, both Erekat and the
Fatah leadership know very well that
Amnnapolis offers no resolution to any
of these issues — not in the interests of
the Palestinian masses anyway — but
they need to create the illusion that the
Fatah leadership is setting the apgenda

for the summit. Erckat cynically called
on the Middle East Quartet (UN, EU,
US and Russia) to implement Bush’s
Roadmap for Peace, specifically Phase
1 which prohibits Israeli colonial set-
tlement expansion. Erekat didn’t men-
tion that the bulk of Phase 1 deals with
Israeli security and calls on ‘Pales-
tinians and Israelis to resume security
co-operation.. . to end violence, terror-
ism and incitement through restruc-
tured and effective Palestinian security
services’ and for PA security forces to
‘begin sustained, targeted and effec-
tive operations aimed at confronting
all those engaged in terror and dis-
mantlement of terrorist capabilitics
and infrastructure’. For imperialism
the main issue is the destruction of
Palestinian resistance, and the collab-
oration of the Fatah leadership is cru-
cial for its success.

In July, Tony Blair was appointed
the Quartet’s special representative with
a mandate to help the Palestinians dev-
elop their institutions and economy.
He has put forward a plan which says
that unless the PA security forces take
severe action against the resistance in
the West Bank there is no chance for a
settlement. What he means is that the
interests of imperialism in the region
cannot be guaranteed without the
defeat of the Palestinians. Blair pro-

Blair and Abbas

poses a tripartite security council with
himself, Palestinian Prime Minister
Salam Fayyad and Isracli Defence
Minister Ehud to oversee the imple-
mentation of the plan. This proposal
will certainly be one of the starting
points for discussion at Annapolis.
Meanwhile the first steps have been
taken. Under the direction of General
Keith Dayton, US security advisor in
the PA, and with Isracli support, the
PA deployed 300 members of its secu-
rity forces into Nablus at the begin-
ning of November with the sole aim of
confronting the resistance. Nablus and
its neighbourhood have been the focus
of armed resistance to Isracl in the
West Bank, and the area was delib-
erately chosen for. this confrontation.
On 14 November the US Consul
General Jacob Walles, in Nablus with
PA Prime Minister Salam Fayyad,
announced that the US government
was granting $1.3m in aid to the city.
He added that Bush would be asking
the US Congress for a further $375m
aid for the PA. The same day the
Governor of the Nablus area issued a
statement in which he threatened to

crush Hamas in Nablus and the West
Bank. On the morning of 15 Novem-
ber, 17 PA police vehicles passed un-
hindered through Israeli checkpoints
on their way to the village of Aseera
Al-Shamaleyya, north of Nablus,
where they arrested 22 people accused
of being Hamas supporters. Hamas
condemned the arrests as the ‘practi-
cal translation of the roadmap plan on
the ground’. Hamas also deplored the
‘inexplicable’ silence on the part of
other Palestinian resistance factions
about the ‘unjustifiable’ arrests.

On 18 November the PA Interior
Minister Al Yahya pledged to disband
all resistance factions, saying that the
seven years of the armed Intifada had
been ‘disastrous’ for the Palestinians;
the same day PA security forces
entered the Ein Beit EI-Ma refugee
camp, also near Nablus, in an attempt
to arrest PFLP activists charged with
illegally firing their guns in the air at
the funeral of a fallen comrade. Three
days later the Israelis agreed to allow
25 Russian-made armoured cars
through its checkpoints for use by the
PA in Nablus, saying that it would

allow a further 25 through if there was
significant progress in defeating the
resistance

In Gaza the Fatah leadership con-
tinues its attempts to destabilise the
Flamas government, At the beginning
of Octlober, their contra forces began a
geries of armed attacks on Hamas. On
2 October they attempted to blow up
the Gaza City police headquarters,
However, the bomb exploded prema-
turely, killing three Fatah members
and an innocent bystander, Three days
later, a hand grenade was thrown at a
police vehicle in the city, a bomb was
set off at the home of a Hamas leader
in Khan Younis and another bomb ex-
ploded outside the Rafah Municipality
building. This last attack was linked to
the campaign the Municipality is wag-
ing to restore land stolen by Fatah
gangsters to public ownership. Gaza
Fatah leader Zakaria Al Agha issued a
statement in which he ‘justified and
understood’ the bombings.

This climate of Fatah provocation
and destabilisation lay behind the
tragic deaths of seven people shot by
Hamas security forces at a Fatah-
organised commemoration rally for
Yasser Arafat in Gaza City on 12
November. Abbas used this event to
urge in a televised speech on Pales-
tinian National Day that ‘we must top-

ple the junta who took control of the
Gaza Strip by force’. His speech has
given a green light to the Zionists to
invade Gaza and topple Hamas since
they are the only ones who could do
so. Hamas leader Yehia Moussa, re-
sponded that this would be ‘a proxy
war that seeks...not only to get rid of
Hamas but to create an appropriate
political environment that would allow
Abu Mazen [Abbas] to offer addi-
tional concessions’.

US imperialism is attempting to
force the pace of Palestinian conces-
sions, with Bush saying he wants a
settlement in the next year. Now: that
the Arab League has agreed to send a
ministerial representative supported
by representation from Jordan, Egypt
and Saudi Arabia, the imperialists
hope that there is sufficient momen-
tum to once and for all destroy the
Palestinian liberation struggle. They
cannot be allowed to succeed. | |

Apartheid Wall: construction

continues apace

with expulsion orders and forced into
a concentrated village. A total of 24
Bedouin villages with a population of
52,000 people have so far been annex-
ed in the Jordan Valley, along with their
water resources and Eastern aquifer.
The Jordan Valley itself is almost
completely isolated from the rest of
the West Bank .

On 1 November 2007, the Stop the
Wall Campaign reported that the racist
Isracli occupation forces have com-
pletely bulldozed the Palestinian
Bedouin community of Khirbet Qasa,
west Idna, to the west of Hebron city in
the West Bank, driving 263 people
from their homes. ‘In a matter of hours,

~ the 263 villagers found themselves iso-

lated from the wreckage of their tenis

~and belongings, with only the clothes

they were standing in’, the report said.
‘Around Jerusalem the Wall is al-

t finished. 90% of the Jerusalem

lost. New Zionist set-

nti no;,lsly under

Israel’s squeeze on Gaza

ccording to the UN Office for
Athe Coordination of Humanitar-

ian Affairs, Israel has cut sup-
plies of diesel to Gaza by more than
40% since 28 October, and supplies of
industrial gasoline, vital for Gaza’s
power plant, by about 9%. This is the
latest step in an ever-tightening eco-
nomic blockade of Gaza. Its economy
is now on the brink of collapse. Of the
estimated 5,000 small industrial work-
shops in Gaza, 95% are now closed,
and 80% of the population are depen-
dent on food aid from UN agencies.
The situation is made worse by the
decision of the PA in the West Bank to
stop the payment of wages in the next
fiscal year to 17,000 PA employees in
Gaza.

The main border crossings from
Gaza have been effectively closed
since June, with Israel stopping med-
ical supplies and preventing the exit of
severely ill Palestinians for medical
treatment. According to the head of
UNRWA: ‘Restrictions imposed by the
occupying power result in Gaza’s hos-
pitals being deprived of necessary
medical equipment and supplies (91
drugs are now at zero stocks in Gaza,
including many for children in the
primary health care centres). At the
same time, the closure of the Erez and
Rafah crossings result in many seri-
ously ill people being denied the op-
portunity to seek medical treatment in
Israel, the West Bank or Egypt.’

On 19 November an eight-year-old
Palestinian boy suffering from a brain
condition died when Isracli border
guards at the Erez crossing blocked
his transfer to an Isracli hospital, He
became the tenth Palestinian patient
since August to die as a direct result of
such obstruction. The Health Minister
reported that half the kidney dialysis
machines in Gaza were now out of
order since Israel rofuses to let spare
parts eater Gaza. Hundreds of kidney
patients face death.

A tecent report by Save the Chidren
documents that Israeli forces killed 38
Puleslh{inn children between January
and September 2007, Defence for Chil-
dren International — Palestine Section
counts 47 children dead with 30 of these
killed in Gaza up to 5 November.

Bob Shepherd




breaking down. Levels

continued from page 1

workers were shot dead in Mosul,
prompting a sit-in protest by their col-
leagues. On 22 October, 13 civilians,
including children, were killed and 69
wounded in US attacks on Sadr City.
Eight-year-old Murtada Nair report-
ed, ‘1 was going to buy cggs for
breakfast, then I was hit by a helicop-
ter.” Another victim, 11-yecar-old Ali
Ahmad said, ‘“The pilot shot me when
I crossed the street to buy bread.” The
next day 16 people were killed by a
helicopter raid on Dijla in the Tikrit
region. Farmers were fired on in their
fields and when they tried to take
shelter their homes were destroyed.
The number of Iragi civilians being
killed and injured by the imperialist
forces is becoming so great that even
the Iraqi puppet government has been
moved to complain.

In October the UN Assistance
Mission reported ‘an ever-deepening
humanitarian crisis’ in Iraq and that
human rights are ‘very grim’ with
indiscriminate killings and ‘routine
torture’ in prisons. More than 24,000
Iragis are being held prisoner by the
occupying forces, including at least
860 children below the age of 16. The
Iragi government holds over 82,000
more prisoners. Virtually all the pris-
oners are held without charge or
access to legal process. Evidence from
Iragi hospitals to be placed before the
High Court in cases of torture by Brit-
ish forces says bodies showed signs of
‘gouged-out eyes’, ‘serious injury to
genitals” and asphyxiation and hang-
ing of prisoners.

The ‘surge’ has accelerated the eth-
nic cleansing of mixed neighbour-
hoods and swelled the numbers of
refugees. The rate at which Iragis are
being forced to flee their homes rose
by over 70% in August and a further
16% 1in September. The UNHCR says
there are now 2.2 million internal
refugees in Iraq and estimates the
number will rise to 2.5 million by the
end of 2007, compared with less than
half a million at the beginning of the
year. A further 2.2 million Iraqgis have
fled abroad. This represents the big-
gest movement of people in the Mid-
dle East since the Palestinians were
forced from their country in 1948.
Altogether, around one in six Iragis
have had to abandon their homes. A
report from the Iragi Red Crescent
Society said that over 80% of internal
refugees are women or children under
12 years. It went on “... the majority
suffer from disease, poverty and mal-
nutrition. Children do not attend
schools and are being sheltered in
tents, abandoned government build-
ings with no water or electricity,
mosques, churches or with relatives’.

The government rationing system is

of pmvmpp

Demonstration against the separation wall in Baghdad

other main destination for Iraqi refu-
gees, are closing their borders. Neither
Britain nor the US has accepted more
than a handful of Iraqis. It was only
with great reluctance that the Labour
government, in October, even agreed
to help 500 Iraqi interpreters who had
been working for the occupying forces
and feared for their lives.

Labour imperialists still ally
with the US

In Britain, defence analysts say an
extra £3 billion is required immedi-
ately or commitments must be cut.
Gordon Brown stated that British
troops in Iraq will be reduced from
5,500 to 2,500 by next spring, though
500 of them will be re-deployed else-
where in the region, probably Kuwait.
Brown also hinted at a total pull-out
by the end of 2008, but ‘subject to
conditions on the ground’. The Bush
administration was reportedly ‘furi-
ous’ at British ‘betrayal’. The British
withdrawal from Basra Palace was
delayed for five months because the
US refused to move its consulate from
there and threatened to send in its own
troops. It is clear, however, that the
British were defeated in Basra by the

resistance of the Iragi people. In 2003 .

the British government promised Iraq
‘a stable, united and law-abiding state
providing effective representative
government to its own people’. A
Washington Institute for Near East
Policy report describes the legacy of
the British occupation of southern Iraq
as ‘a kleptocracy’ where ‘well armed
political-criminal mafiosi have locked

both the central government and the
people out of power’. (Le Monde

diplomatigue, November 2007).
As for any d :

¢t

knows: the Iraq war is largely about
oil.” Well, the war is about more than
oil, for it is part of a wider US global
strategy to maintain military hege-
mony so as to deter rising economic
competitors such as China, Russia and
the EU. A permanent base in Iraq will
help the US dominate the Middle East
and support Israel. But control of Iraqi
resources, particularly oil, is certainly
a major consideration. Iraq has 115
billion barrels of known oil reserves.
Some estimate there may be a further
300 billion barrels yet to be discov-
ered, which would make Iraq the sec-
ond biggest source of oil in the world
with 20% of global reserves. Further-
more, Iraq is the most under-exploited
of all the world’s major oil fields,
presently providing only around 2.5%
of the total.

Since the invasion the oil multina-
tionals have been manoeuvring to get
their hands on the oil, but have been
held back by the security situation and
the lack of an Iraqi oil law to give a
paper veil of legitimacy to their pil-
lage. Such a law was drafted by the oil
companies in consultation with the
Bush administration and the British
Foreign Office three years ago. The
law would allow Production Sharing
Agreements (PSAs) that would give
foreign companies control of around
85% of Iraqi oil for a period of up to
30 years at a very high rate of profit.
None of the top six OPEC countries
use PSAs. They prefer to keep control
of oil in state hands and use foreign
oil companies as contractors. PSAs
are usually used only when conditions
make exploration and drilling ex-
tremely difficult. But production costs
for Iraqi oil will be very low. How-
ever, although representatives of the

i puppet government were com-

i

ey have
by the

fields. The Iraqi government is using
legislation created by Saddam Hus-
sein to try and ban all trade unions

Despite the opposition, the puppet
government is pushing ahead with
plans to hand over Iraqi oil to the
multinationals. Of course, there will
be lucrative ‘bonuses’ for well-placed
Iragis involved in facilitating the
deals. Evidence that the family of pup-
pet prime minister Nouri Al Maliki is
involved in the corruption has been
‘classified” by the US State Depart-
ment. At conferences in Dubai and
London (none of these conferences
are ever held in Iraq), the Iragi gov-
ernment announced ‘its’ plans to pri-
vatise a whole swathe of state indus-
tries and services including: finances
and telecom systems; rebuilding
roads, railways, hospitals, schools,
electricity and water plants; IT, hospi-
tal equipment and medicines; oil pro-
duction tools, rail machinery and
security equipment. 95% of tenders
for contracts already received were
from US multinationals.

The Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment (KRG) has signed oil contracts
with several foreign companies, in-
cluding the Texas-based Hunt corpo-
ration, the Canadian company Heri-
tage and the French firm Perenco. At
least one Scandinavian company is
already operating there under massive
security. The Iraqi government claims
these deals will not stand when the
new oil law is passed. The dispute
adds to the growing tensions over the
autonomy of the KRG. In October,
Turkey threatened to invade the
region, ostensibly to attack Kurdish
PKK guerrilla bases there. The PKK
has long fought for an independent
Kurdistan in the region bordering
Iraq, Turkey, Iran and Syria. On 13
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October, Turkish artillery fire hit the
Iraqi village of Nezdoor. Ten days
later Turkish planes, helicopters and
ground troops penetrated up to 13
miles inside Iraq, claiming to have
killed 34 PKK fighters. The US urged
restraint, promising fo pursue the
PKK itself. For the time being the
imperialists prefer oil negotiations to
be centralised in Baghdad and don’t
want any interventions in the Kurdish
region that they can’t control.

The US Congressional Budget
Office estimates the wars in [raq and
Afghanistan could cost $2.4 trillion
over the next decade. Hundreds of
thousands more Iraqis and Afghanis
may be killed or made homeless. Yet
for the imperialists this will count for
nothing compared with the prize of
controlling Iraq and its oil. Iraqi oil
reserves could be worth $30 trillion
over the next few decades and secur-
ing them is calculated as central to the
US ruling class’s global hegemonic
ambitions. This is why the US imperi-
alists have no intention of leaving
Iraq.

The Iraqi people have demonstrated
that they will not accept submission. A
statement in September by the 1920
Revolution Brigades, a mainly Sunni
section of the resistance, warmed the
imperialists that they could, “Wander
the shelves of history in search of
methods to adapt (to maintain their

occupation) and we will confront you
with a form of variable, adaptable, and
reversible asymmetric warfare that
will set the standard for years and
years to come...[The Iraqi resistance]
has taught the world of oppressed
nations and societies that a self-suffi-
cient resistance movement in our mod-
em times is possible, and can desta-
bilise the most powerful opponents.’ll

Imperialists under
fierce attack
in Afghanistan

Problems mount for the imperialist
occupation of Afghanistan. A US
Congressional Committee reported,
“There is no security in Afghanistan.
The central government’s grip does
not extend much beyond the environs
of Kabul. In the provinces there is no
functioning local government.” Vio-
lent incidents in the country are up
30% compared with last year, now
averaging 550 every month. Accord-
ing to the US Council on Foreign
Relations, 5,100 people were Killed in
the country in the first nine months of
this year, 50% up on the same period
of 2006, According to The Guardian,
‘The possibility of military failure,
previously unthinkable, is now openly
discussed.”
Members of the British army admit
it has experienced its most intense
hting since the Korean War. Major
) said, ‘In an age when a
depends so heavily on

against are those who are fighting
with the Taliban for financial, social
and tribal reasons’.

NATO Secretary-General Jaap de
Hoop admits that the force in Af-
ghanistan has only 90% of the troops
needed and there is a shortage of heli-

_copters. In October, Gordon Brown

again appealed for NATO members to
commit more combat troops. Al-
though several of the smaller nations
have agreed to send small contingents
and France and Germany have agreed
to send military instructors, none of
these will be going to the south of
Afghanistan where the core of the
fighting takes place. At the same time
the Netherlands government is under

~ public pressure to withdraw its 1,600

troops and the Canadian government,
with the third largest contingent of
combat troops, is reconsidering its
position. Jim Craven
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British troops guard suspocled Mau Mau,
Kenya, 1955

hen British troops were sent
to the north of Ireland by
the Labour government in
1969, the main British left
organisations; the CPGB, Militant,
International Socialists (SWP) and the
organised labour movement approved.
They either did not understand imperi-
alism or chose to side with it. Between

Unending war

British military interventions overseas since the end of

the Second World War

‘The profound hypocrisy and inherent barbarism of
bourgeois civilisation lies unveiled before our eyes, turning
from its home, where it assumes respectable forms, to the
colonies, where it goes naked.' Karl Marx

ing and those who have, effectively,
except in the most exceptional cir-
cumstances, retreated to peacekeeping
alone. Britain does both. We should
stay that way. But how do we get the
consent to do it?” That consent comes
in various forms.

There are many on the left who, as
in 1969, continue to deny the reality of
British imperialism and who support
the Labour Party. In 1979, the Labour
Party left winger Tony Benn argued
that, ‘Britain has moved from Empire
to Colony status. It is a colony in
which the IMF decides our monetary
policy, the international and multina-
tional companies decided our indus-
trial policy and the EEC decided our
legislation and taxation policies.” By
2007 the theme had been adjusted,
‘Britain is now, in effect, an American
colony, seen in Washington as an un-
sinkable aircraft carrier.” Tony Benn is
president of the Stop the War Coali-
tion, of which the Socialist Workers'
Party (SWP) is the largest organised
component. The SWP says that
Britain is a subsu]mry or subordinate

1968 was the only year since the end of the Second World
War when British military personnel were not killed on active
service. On 12 October 2007 the British monarch unveiled a
memorial in Staffordshire bearing the names of almost
16,000 British service men and women killed since 1948. The
memorial has space for 15,000 more names. We do not
know how many people British armed forces have killed
since 1945. Below we list those overseas interventions that
the British state acknowledges. Not included are covert
excursions whose records are not available.

1969 and 2001 3,523 people in the
north of Ireland were killed at the ex-
pense of 710 British personnel. This
was a key struggle for the British ruling
class: essential for its political rule.
British overseas assets are now
over four times the size of Britain's
gross domestic product, British impe-
rialism is parasitic and aggressive. In

2007-08 Britain will spend £33.4 bil-
lion on the military; the world’s sec-
ond biggest military budget. Britain’s
military record since 1945 confirms
that Britain is a leading imperialist
power. In 2007, while still Prime Min-
ister, Blair said, ‘There are two types
of nations similar to ours today. Those
who do war fighting and peacekeep-

——

1 1945-46 Java Restoring Dutch colonial
rule in Indonesia.
2 1945-47 Italy Occupation army. Clashed
with partisans around Trieste.
3 1945-52 Japan Occupation army.
4 1945-55 Germany Occupation army.
5 1945-89 West Germany and West
Berlin British soldiers patrolled the borders.
6 1945-55 Austria Occupation army. On
8 May 1945 the end of World War Il was
signed in Europe and on that day British
soldiers clashed with Yugoslav partisans
over disputed territory, beginning the Cold
War.
7 1945-46 Indo-China Restoring French
colonial rule.
8 1945-48 Partition of India.
9 1945-48 Palestine Reinforcing British
occupation army until the end of the
mandate

10 1945-48 Greece Participation in civil
war against the communists.
11 1946 Albania Royal Navy challenges the
Albanian government for control of the
straights between the mainland and Corfu.
12 1946 Iran Countering Soviet influence
and Kurdish and Azerbaijani republics.
13 1947 Aden Suppression of civil
disturbances.
14 1948-49 Germany The Berlin airlift.
15 1948 Gold Coast (Ghana) Suppression
of riots.
161948&MMM)M
of Guatemalan invasion.
17 1948-60 Malaya Suppression of
communist-led struggle. 350 British
soldiers and 159 Gurkhas killed, with 6,710
communists confirmed dead and another
1,000 dead from starvation and ilness due
to the British strategy. The British Labour
govemnment banned several trade unions
and imprisoned trade unionists. A 1970
Scotland Yard investigation into the
massacre of 24 villagers at Batang Kali was
halted by the Conservative government.

T et
48 1960-61 Cameroons Aid to th

nationalistion.

24 1951-54 Suez Canal Zone.

25 1952-56 Kenya Suppression of the Mau
Mau revolt. 11,500 Mau Mau were killed
and 1,016 Kenyans were executed for
breeching the emergency regulations. Just
12 Brilish soldiers died.

26 1952 Monte Bello island (Bikini atoll)
First British atomic bomb test.

27 1953 British Guiana (Guyana)
Constitutional crisis. British coup against

the elected socialist government of Cheddi

54 1962 British Guiana (Guyana)
Suppression of Georgetown riots.

55 1962 Brunel Suppression of revolt,

56 1962-66 Malaysia Confrontation with
Indonesia.

57 1962-75 Vietnam Support of US war
(see FRFI 196 April/May 2007).

58 1963-66 Borneo Counter-revolutionary
intervention. British Labour defence
minister Denis Healey said that the Bomeo
campaign would be recorded ‘in the history
books...as one of the most efficient uses of

Suppression of revolt — between 1969 and
2001 3,523 people and 710 British serving
troops were killed.

82 1970 Cayman Islands Suppression of
opposition to colonial rule.

83 1970 British Honduras (Belize)
Guatemalan invasion threat.

84 1970 Jordan 'Black September
Operation Shoveller to protect King Hussein
against an uprising in support of the
Palestinians who were under attack from
Jordanian troops. This was a critical

Jagan., military force in the history of the world'. intervention shaping the Middle East
28 1954-83 Cyprus Suppression of EOKA Total British and Commonwealth forces henceforward,
and occupation. dead were 114 with considerably more than 85 1971-76 Dhofar (Oman) Suppression of

600 Indonesians killed.

59 1963-67 Aden Attempted suppression
of socialist-led national liberation struggle.
60 1963-64 British Guiana (Guyana)
Suppression of riots and enforcement of

socialist-led revolt.

86 1972 Bomb scare on Queen Elizabeth II.
87 1972-73 North Atlantic ‘Cod War I’
Iceland extends territorial waters from 12 to
50 miles.

29 1954 Egypt Intervention on the Nile.
30 1955 Singapore Suppression of riots.
31 1955 Buraimi Oasis Preventing
incursion from Saudi Arabia and its allies.
32 1955-60 Yemen border incidents.

33 1956 Bahrain Suppression of riots. State of Emergency against the elected 88 1973 Egypt RAF moves UN troops after
34 1956 Hong Kong Suppression of riots. socialist government of Cheddi Jagan. Yom Kippur war.

35 1956 Singapore Suppression of riots. 61 1963 Swaziland Reinforcements sent to 1973 Pakistan/Bangladesh Operation
36 1956 Egypt Suez crisis and invasion. cover period of strike. Lucan RAF assist in exchange of refugees.
37 1957-59 Muscat and Oman 62 1963 Zanzibar (Tanzania) Preparations 90 1973 Bermuda British governor and
Suppression of resistance struggle. for election. his assistant assassinated, State of

38 1957 British Honduras (Belize) Threat 1964 Yemen Radfan campaign against Emergency imposed. Alleged assassin
of invasion from Guatemala. socialist-led revolutionaries. hanged, although the death penalty had
39 1958 Nassau (Bahamas) General 64 1964 Zanzibar (Tanzania) Suppression  been abolished in Britain it continued in
strike. of revolt. the colonies.

40 1958 Iraq Military coup ousts King 65 1964 Tanganyika (Tanzania) Army 91 1974 Malta Defence of British bases
Faisal . mutiny. during anti-crown disturbances. Premier
41 1958 Jordan Military assistance to 66 1964 Uganda Army mutiny. Dom Mintoff declared Malta a republic and
regime following Iraq coup. 67 1964 Kenya Army mutiny. negotiated end of bases by 1979.

42 1958 Kuwait Iragi General Qasim claims 68 1964 British Guiana (Guyana) 92 1974 Falkland Islands/Malvinas
Kuwait is part of Iraq. Communal riots. Tensions over possession with Argentinian
43 1958 Lebanon Attempt to bolster pro- 69 1965 Mauritius Suppression of riots. government.

western Christian government. 70 1965 Bechuanaland (Botswana) 93 1974 Kuwait.

44 1958 Nyasaland (Malawi) Suppression  Guarding the BBC's Francistown radio 94 1974 Diego Garcia (Indian Ocean)

of riots. station. Removal of population, Labour government
45 1958 North Atlantic ‘Cod War I' Iceland 71 1966 Indonesia British Special Forces purchased the Chagos Islands from
extends teritorial waters from four to 12 participate in coup which results in Mauritius for £3 million.

miles. approximately one million people killed, 95 1974 Gibraltar.

a 1959 Gan (Maldives) Suppression of many of them communists and communist 96 1974 Cyprus Operation Ablant

supporters. evacuation of British nationals after Turkey
41 1960 Jamaica Suppression of 72 1966 Hong Kong Suppression of riots. invaded.
73 1966 Das Island Abu Dhabi oil dispute. 97 1975-76 North Atlantic ‘Cod War III

74 1966 Seychelles Suppression of riots
against detachment of island possessions.
75 1967 Hong Kong Suppression of Red
Guardriots.

Iceland extended termitorial waters from 50
to 200 miles.
98 1977 British Honduras (Belize)
Guatemala invaded,
99 1977 Somalia British Special Forces
supported their West German counterparts
at Mogadishu airport after the Red Army
Fanﬂmhl]mksdnﬂoeinwa?
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power to the US, In Iraq British forces
are secondary to those of the US, but
to present British imperialism as a
supplement or appendage of the US
hides the substance and significance
of British imperialism that is essential
for any socialist movement to under-
stand. This is used to excuse alliances
with the Labour Party. The record of
British monopoly capitalism’s foreign
policy is one of near constant war,
millions of deaths and broken lives -
the Union Flag atop a mountain of
corpses.

The sequence of British govern-
ments has been 1945-51 Labour,
1951-64 Conservative, 1964-70 La-
bour, 1970-74 Conservative, 1974-79
Labour, 1979-97 Conservative, 1997
onwards Labour. Be they Labour or
Conservative governments they have
demonstrated a readiness to deploy
armed force in defence of British
imperialism’s interests. To the British
left and British people we say New
Labour = Old Labour = War Party.

Thomas Atkins and Trevor Rayne
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westemers.
102 1979-84 Rhodesia (Zimbabwe).
103 1980 New Hebrides Operation Titan

Royal Marines suppress civil unrest

104 1982 Falklands Islands/Malvinas
war against Argentina.

105) 1982 Egypt Part of UN force stationed

in Sinai.

106 1983 Lebanon stationed in Beirut.

107 1983 Aden/Yemen Evacuation of
British nationals.

108 1986 Gibraltar Reinforcement of air
defences after US bombed Libya.

109 1986 Cyprus Reinforcement of Akrotiri
base after US bombed Libya.

110 1987-88 Dubai Persian Gulf
minesweeping by Royal Navy and RAF.

111 1988 Gibraltar SAS assassinated three
Provisional IRA volunteers,

112 1991 Gulf War L.

113 1991-2003 Iraq RAF bombing raids
and enforcement of no-fly zones.

114 1992 onwards (Bosnia) Yugoslavia.
115 1994 Yemen Evacuation of embassy.
116 1994 Kuwait Operation Driver to
reinforce British garrison and wam Iragi
regime against invasion.

117 1995 Angola Operation Chantress with
UN after civil war.

118 1997 Congo Operation Determinate to
evacuate British nationals caught up in
civil war.

119 1998 Congo Operation Ladbrook to
evacuate British nationals.

120 1999 onwards Kosovo with NATO
force.

121 1999 East Timor Part of UN
contingent.

122 2000 East Timor With UN force.

123 2000 Sierra Leone Intervention in civil
war and attacks on Gambia.

124 2001 Macedonia Operation Essential
Harvest to disarm Albanian irregular troops.
125 2001 onwards Afghanistan.

126 2003 onwards Iraq.

127 2003 Congo Operation Coral with the
UN on ‘stabilisation duties’,

128 2003 Sierra Leone Operation Keeling
to retrieve British soldiers captured by
‘West End Boys'.

129 2004 Cote D’Ivoire Operation Phillis
to evacuate British nationals,

‘My name is O'Kelly, I've heard the revelly

From Birr to Bareilly, from Leeds to Lahore

Hong Kong and Peshawur,

Lucknow and Etawah,

And fifty five more all ending in “pore”.’
Rudyard Kipling
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The spoils of war - Private health care:

BAE announces
rising profits

I}WSVNCENT
BAE Systems announced
g.k::;:;;'bilﬁon for the six months
up 30 Junme, 3n 8% increase on
the same period last year. Operating
fits for the period were £643
million, up 19% on the 2006 figure.
BAE is the largest arms manufac-
carer in Britain and the fourth larg-
est in the world in terms of sales,
supplying customers in over 100
countries.

“‘“,N inevitable under imperial-
ISm, as imperialist ruling classes com-
pete t\:r a share of the plunder. In peri-
ods of crisis this nivalry becomes all
the more intense. If the interdepend-
ence of the state and corporations was
ever in doubt, in December 2005 the
i}nnsh government published its De-
tence Industrial Strategy, outlining in
detail the long-term partnership “be-
tween the Ministry of Defence and
industry. BAE has taken an overtly
political role in ‘educating’ the public

BAE describes its growth as
fuelled by the continuing US and
Briish military involvement in Iraq
snd Afghamismn, which has led to

jonal requirement

orders”, pnm;n'b for vehicles and
small to medium grade ammunition.
Recent estimates put the costs of the
occupation of Iraq for Britain alone at
2 minimum of £6.6 billion to date.
Amms expenditure by the 15 largest
military-spending countries increased
7% after inflation during 2006. Sales
by BAE's Land and Armaments group
for the six months up to 30 June were
43% higher than 2 year earlier, com-
pared to only 2.7% growth for BAE's
Electronics, Intelligence and Support
group. BAE's growing profits rely on
the fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.
BAE is among the companies which
have benefited from the increased
demand for Mine Resistance Ambush
Protected (MRAP) wheeled vehicles,
as imperialist armies attempt to adapt
to the challenges of sustained popular
Tesistance and reduce the vulnerability
of support vehicles. In June BAE sign-
ed a contract to supply 441 MRAP
vehicles to the US military, and on 31
July BAE completed the £2.2 billion
acquisition of Armor Holdings Inc., a
major US supplier of utility vehicles
which reported sales of $2.4 billion
fthOOﬁ.BAEhasbencﬁwdﬁ'omdle
growth rates of the US arms
arket, with their US-derived busi-
nesses ing 12% in the first half
of 2007. BAE has a direct interest in
the expansion of the US war machine.
 Saudi Arabia, a key ally of US and
British imperialism, has long been a

- BAE priority. This September BAE

wmwaam

BAE Eurofighter Typhoon aircraft — sold to Saudi Arabia

poor pay with their lives

Sick Michael Moored,
2007, US

Sick is the latest film by US docu-
mentary maker Michael Moored,
acclaimed for his films Bowling for
Columbine and Fahrenheit 9/11.
The film is an indictment of the US
health service, targeting the para-
sitic insurance companies which
run the industry. Sick starts with a
scene of a man stitching up his own
leg — quite simply because he was too
poor to afford medical insurance.
Moored then interviews an unin-
sured man who cut off two of his fin-
gers in an accident. He had to
choose between paying $72,000 to
have both fingers sewn back on,
$60,000 to have just the main digit
sewn back on or $12,000 for the
smaller finger. But Moored says the
focus of the film is not so much
about the 47 million people in the
US who are living without medical
insurance but those lucky ones with
it.

In the US if you want health cover
you have to pay for it. According to

| USE Today the average cost for a

about the moral legitimacy of extreme |

violence when in the hands of the receive treatment if you are ill. With

state, philosophising in its Corporate
Responsibility Report 2006 that ‘Human
nature creates conflict, not the defence
industry’, and that ‘The fundamental
role of the defence industry is to sup-
port governments in providing national
security to protect its citizens.”

In return, the violence employed
by imperialist governments in putting /
down resistance benefits BAE and its
shareholders. The underlying earnings
of 15.3p per share during the first half
of 2007 are 31.9% greater than for the
same period in 2006. BAE’s Interim
Report 2007 describes the ‘high tempo
of military operations’ being carried
out by British and US forces overseas
as the main factor driving demand,
and looks forward to this continuing:
‘While operations in these regions
continue, near-term growth is antici-
pated.” A section of the British rulipg
class has a direct interest in the contin-
ued escalation of military conflicts
and in the war drive of the pajo;
imperialist powers. The integration o
the ruling cpI:ss's command of differ-
ent sections of the economy Is exem-
plified by BAE Chairman Dick Olver,
who is also a non-executive director of

MPIG . 5:3

family health insurance policy topped
$10,000 in 2005. Yet, as Moored film
highlights, even paying those huge
fees does not guarantee that you

the aid of former insurance workers
and doctors, the film demonstrates
that in the cold pursuit of profit the
insurance industries adopt all means at
their disposal not to honour a claim.
One of the film’s most cruel examples
was that of a poor black woman who
had managed to scrape together en-
ough money to pay for health cover
for herself and her daughter. When her
daughter became ill in the middle of
the night she took her to the nearest
hospital. However, her insurance com-
pany refused to cover her at this hos-
pital and forced her to take her sick
daughter to another instead. She died
on arrival. This is just one case out of
many shown in the film highlighting
the human suffering that this unjust
system inflicts.

This state of affairs exists in the US

:because health care is a commodity

like any other. If you can’t pay you go
without. If you pay a bit you may get
treated — depending on conditions x, y
and z. There is no intention of provid-
ing a quality service to all. Excessive
premiums and super-inflated medica-
tion are the results of this profit-driven
system. The insurance corporations
and pharmaceutical giants, like the oil
and arms companies, have huge politi-
cal clout. Sick illustrates that succes-
sive US administrations have been
financially backed by the *health’ sec-
tor including the current Bush admin-
istration and Hilary Clinton, Demo-
cratic nominee favourite for the next
presidency. As a result legislation has
always favoured those running the
industry. From the McCarthy era of
the 1950s up to the 1970s, a climate
of anti-communism and right-wing
fervour was prevalent in the US. *Soc-
ialisation of health care’ was pre-
sented as a dangerous move towards

and compares these countries’
socialised health care systems to the
US model. The contrast is remarkable.
State-controlled systems are clearly
shown as providing better care and
paid for through taxation (and directly
by the state in the case of Cuba).
When he asks a woman from the US
living in Paris why the French have
better health provision she replies it is
because

the French people have a history of
protest and demand security and wel-
fare: ‘In France the government is

tionable, but there is no doubting that
he received excellent health care pro-
vision. The US system can be the best
in the world provided you are a mem-
ber of the ruling class and have got the
huge financial means to buy into that
system. But for the majority there is
no such privilege and comfort, just
anxiety and insecurity.

The true political strength of the
film comes out when Moored takes
some sick 9/11 firefighters to Cuba for
treatment. In a hilarious scene in
which queues form to board a boat

THIS MIGHT HURT A é‘r LE

MICHAEL MOORE

SICKO

GET WELL SOON.

afraid of the people, in the US the peo-
ple are afraid of the government.”

The only real weakness in Sick
is that Moored over-praises the NHS
and paints it as a utopian example of
health provision. There is little men-
tion of the long waiting lists and
moves towards privatisation that have
and are continuing to erode such pro-
vision. The existence of a two-tier
system, where the rich can receive
quicker treatment, is not mentioned.
As a US film maker educating others
in the US about their system Moored
can be forgiven for this oversight.
British viewers, though, should take
heed and realise that privatisation of
the NHS will lead to the same inequal-
ities and insecurities as those existing
in the US.

In response to the issues dealt with
by the film Rudy Giuliani, former
Mayor of New York and now Repub-
lican nominee for the US presidency

e said: ‘I had prostate cancer, five, six

years ago. My chance of surviving
prostate cancer, and thank God I was
cured of it, in the United States, 82
percent. My chances of surviving
state cancer in England? Only 44
under socialised medicine.’

from Miami to Cuba, Moored turns on
their head prevailing US stereotypes
about Cuba being a backward and
dangerous enemy. The firefighters,
heralded in the US media as heroes
Just after 9/11 had been left to rot by
the US ruling class. Suffering from
chronic lung disorders after inhaling
the ash from the towers the fire-
fighters were given treatment in a
Havana hospital — treatment no better,
no worse, than the average Cuban
would get. For the first time in years
they had a full medical check, a diag-
nosis of their condition, surgery, med-
ication and full dental care to boot.
One woman was in tears because
she found it so difficult to believe
that in a third world country she was
shown such compassion and support
yet in her country, the world’s richest,
she was left to fend for herself. Inten-
tionally or not the film demonstrates
that only a planned socialist economy
can provide, and most importantly
guarantee to provide (unlike in the
case of Britain, France and Canada)
full and top quality health provision
for all.

Political, comical, timely, informa-
tive, thought-provoking, terrifying -
Sick is documentary film-making at its




TR

Egﬁt— racism! fight

Al ! . l
The British ruling class is aiming to nor-
malise genocide and make its ongoing

brutality against the people of Iraq and
Afghanistan an acceptable part of life for

the British public. Likewise it continues

to portray its attacks on the working class
here and its unceasing erosion of demo-
cratic rights as inevitable and incontest-
able. Our task as communists in an impe-
rialist country is to expose and confront
this and to build the movement of those
who do not accept imperialism’s version
of ‘normality”. FRFI activists continue to
be active on the streets across Britain.

Victory to the |nti‘|adadumonstmﬁon | 1}

Defend, asylum seckors
- fg/tt racism!
In the last FRFI we reported that Sabah
Abdul Rahman Kasim, a refugee from
Iraq, had been arrested by Border and
Immigration Agency officers on a bus in
Manchester. North West Asylum Seekers
Defence Group (NWASDG) has since
leamned that on 8 November Sabah was
deported to Yemen. Just weeks after
Sabah’s arrest his friend Faraydun Ab-
dullazzada, an Iranian refugee and active

NWASDG member was arrested in an
almost identical way, this time with
ticket inspectors collaborating with the
police. Faraydun was with a Turkish
refugee, also in NWASDG, who quickly
phoned round comrades from the group,
who organised a militant picket in front
of the police station, with members of
the RCG, the International Organisation
of Iranian Refugees (I0IR) and No Bor-

ders. Within a few hours Faraydun was
released and, as he has since said, ‘with-
out this protest I would have been in the
same situation as Sabah.” As a commu-
nist, Faraydun would face imprisonment
and even death if deported to Iran.

Throughout October, Rock around the
Blockade marked the 40th anniversary
of the death of Che Guevara and paid
tribute to the enduring legacy of his
thought and example with activities and
meetings all around the country. On
Saturday 6 October, we coordinated a
national day of local demonstrations in
city centres from Glasgow to Trafalgar
Square in London.

Public meetings were held in Glas-
gow and at Dundee University, while in
Manchester a film showing of Che Gue-
vara: hasta siempre prompted a lively
debate on the differences between soci-
alist Cuba and capitalist Britain.

On 27 October Rock around the
Blockade and the FRFI students’ society
at LSE in London organised a Che com-
memoration dayschool. The dayschool

J b4 " "\“ Vl:lnryhuﬂh{lfacfa

xford Street, London, 11 November

On 3 November up to 50 people
marched through south Manchester in op-
position to the racist Labour government's
anti-asylum policies. The demands were
For the night to work! Stop starving asylum
seckers! No to destitution! Stop deporta-
tions! End all immigration controls! There
were banners from NWASDG, FRFI and
the British Libya Solidarity Campaign, and
the march was supported by members of
101R and the Anarchist Federation

On the Monday after the demo
NWASDG leamnt that the campaign that
first led to its formation had been victori-
ous with Eucharia and Timeyi Jakpa
winning their fight against the attempt to
deport them to Nigeria (sce page 16).

In Newcastle FRFI supporters have

P‘ Israel (017 of Lebanon+P:

continued to work to strengthen Tyne-
side Community Action for Refugees
(TCAR) and the Pledge of Resistance
against dawn raids. When immigration
police carried out two dawn raids in the
West End of Newcastle on 24 October,
TCAR activists and local people came
out to monitor and oppose the raids. Four
people were arrested for obstruction and
are due in court in January, but no asy-
lum seekers were taken. From 26 to 28
October TCAR representatives partici-
pated in a lively march from Sheffield to
Lindholme Detention Centre organised
by South Yorkshire Migrant and Asylum
Action Group. On 2 November TCAR
held a demonstration outside Govern-
ment Offices North East against depor-
tations and in solidarity with a TCAR
member from DRCongo who is currently
under threat of deportation.

London FRFI supporters continue to
organise monthly demonstrations out-
side Communications House Immigra-
tion Reporting Centre and are working
with other groups to begin a campaign in
support of the Harmondsworth 4, who
are due to stand trial following the upris-
ing at the Removal Centre in December
2006 (see page 16 and FRFI 195).

was addressed by Jorge Trujillo, second
secretary of the Cuban Embassy in Lon-
don. Other speakers included global health
care expert and long-time supporter of
Cuba, Professor Theo MacDonald, who
spoke on the theme of *Cuba: physician
to the world’, showing how Che Gue-
vara's internationalism lives on in the
example of Cuba’s internationalist health
missions. Helen Yaffe then led a discus-
sion on Che Guevara's economic and
political thought. There was a high level
of debate and discussion and a collection
for the forthcoming speaking tour raised
over £150.

Rock around the Blockade continues
to campaign for the release of the Cuban
Five, unjustly imprisoned in the US
for their fight against terrorism. At the
end of September, RATB in Edinburgh
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LONDON

Wednesday 28 November 7pm

LSE FRFI Student Society with Rock around
the Blockade (RATB)

Documentary film: End of a Revolution?
followed by discussion with the
producer Brian Moser

Room E304, East Building

London School of Economics (LSE)
Houghton Street, WC2

(Nearest tube Holborn)

Wednesday 12 December 7pm
LSE FRFI Student Society/RATB
Film: The power of community -
how Cuba survived peak oil
Room S50, LSE

Saturday 15 December 8pm-2am

Rebel Music - benefit gig raising money
for the Speaking Tour

Featuring Brothers Bab, 8-piece ska band
with calypso twist followed by DJs

The Others

6-8 Manor Road, N16

£5 before 10pm, £7 after 10pm

Sunday 16 December 11am

Marx’s London — a guided walk
Piccadilly Circus exit 1 (above ground)
Raising money for the RATB

Speaking Tour £5

Saturday 22 December 7.30pm

RATB fundraising meal

Thomas's Café and Sandwich Bar, 418
Essex Rd, N1

(Nearest tube Highbury and Islingtan)

Every Thursday 6-8pm
Victory to the Intifada!
Demonstration outside
Marks & Spencer

Oxford Street, WC1
(Nearest tube Marble Arch)

Tuesdays 4 December and 8 January 1-2pm
Demonstration: Defend asylum

seekers! Fight Labour’s racist
immigration laws!

Communications House

0ld Street, EC1

(Nearest tube 0ld Streel)

For further details call 020 7837 1688
Or 07790 896 430

Email northlondon@rcgfrfi.plus.com/
eastlondon@reqfrf.plus.com

NEWCASTLE

Thursday 31 January 7pm

Film: The power of community - how
Cuba survived peak oil

Stage 2, Northumbria University Student
Union, Sandyford Road

Every Saturday 3pm

Weekly meeting of Tyneside Community
Action for Refugees

Downstairs at Amnesty Bookshop, battom of
Westgate Road. Monthly general meetings in
St Thomas Church, Haymarket.
tynesidecarn@yahoo.co.uk 07989879310

We also have street actions in Newcastle
every Saturday 12-2pm and regular stalls in
the West End: call or email for details

For further details call 07858 346 276
Or email frfinortheast@googlemail.com
Website: www.frfinortheast.co.uk

MANCHESTER

Saturday 15 December 12 noon

North West Asylum Seekers Defence
Group (NWASDG) organising meeting

Friands Meeting House, Mount Street
(behind central library)

Contact NWASDG 07779 189 794
Email fightback_05@yahoo.com
Website www.asylum-seekers-
defence.org.uk

The Cubans are coming to Manchester!
The Rock around the Blockade campalgn in
Manchester will soon be confirming the
detalls of a fundraising gig and public meet-
ings in the lead up to the Cuban speaking
tour In the new year. To get involved or for
details of the next organising meeting con-
tact: 07940 988 203 email: ratb@riseup.net

Contact Manchester RCG: 07816 547 066
Email meregfrfi@fsmail.net
Website; www.manchesterfrfi.co.uk

GLASGOW

Thursday 6 December 7-9pm

Public meeting: Police, racism and the
state

Govanhill Neighbourhood Centre,

Daisy Street

Thursday 13 December 7-Spm,
FRFI 200 Readers’ Group
R610, Boyd Orr building
Glasgow University

Saturday 22 December 12-4pm

Day of action against imperialism, war
and poverty

Top of Buchanan Street., Glasgow city centre
Throughout January we will be holding organ-
ising meetings to help build for the Cuban
speaking tour meetings in Glasgow.

For further details email
frfiscotland@yahoo.co.uk or go to
www.bebo.com/FRFI
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In Newcastle police harassment had
abated for two months following the
Rally for Democratic Rights on 1 Sep-
tember. However, on 2 November four
comrades were issued with summonses
for collecting donations without a lic-
ence at a street event on 5 May against
the deportation of the Akdogan family to
Turkey. When they appeared in court on
13 November, a demonstration outside
was held by Guler Akdogan, FRFI sup-
porters, and members of Tyneside Solid-
arity Campaign and Tyneside Socialist
Forum. The case was adjourned to 4
December. FRFI will continue to fight in
the courts and through our continued
activity on the streets for the democratic
right to collect donations,

vwrbwa/wmifm

For seven years FRFI activists in London

Remembering Che - fighting injustice

rounded off the International Month of
Action for the Cuban Five with a vocal
and colourful demonstration. Activists
from the Hands Off Venezuela! cam-
paign were amongst those who joined
the protest. Comrades then marched to
the US Consulate to demand the release
of the Cuban Five. Venceremos!
Activities are being organised in all
areas to raise £10,000 for our Cuba:
socialism into the 21st century speak-
ing tour (see p9 for details). On 21
October Rock around the Blockade
members cycled 35 miles through Essex
and raised £500. A further £200 was
collected from a benefit meal held in
London. Neweastle comrades made
£250 at a Rebel Music solidarity gig in
October. There are more gigs, meals,
sponsored events, T-shirt sales and car-

have maintained the weekly pickets of
Marks & Spencer, Britain’s largest cor-
porate sponsor of Israel. On 11 Nov-
ember FRFI comrades held a successful
day of action with a mobile picket down
Oxford Street stopping outside Marks &
Spencer, Selfridges and John Lewis as
part of the international week of solid-
arity against the apartheid wall. John
Lewis is Britain’s biggest stocker of
Caterpillar clothing. Caterpillar makes
the bulldozers used by the Israeli army to
demolish Palestinian homes.

€fu;:f/wWar

Demonstrations calling for the imme-
diate withdrawal of imperialist troops
are also continuing on a weekly basis
in Newcastle. When Tony Blair spoke in
South Shields on 14 November, at a
public lecture hosted by Foreign Sec-
retary David Miliband, FRFI activists
joined a protest called by South Tyne-

boot sales in the pipeline — and don’t

forget to order our new 2008 Cuba

calendar (see p15). Check the events

list above and our website for

updates and get involved in working

to make the speaking tour the success
it deserves to be!

Sectarians in the CSC

In October members of FRFI attended a
meeting on the legacy of Che Guevara
organised by the Cuba Solidarity Cam-
paign in Glasgow. MSPs and a speaker
from ICAP (Cuba’s International Com-
mittee for Friendship between Peoples)
addressed the meeting. When comrades
attempted to distribute leaflets about the
forthcomng Rock around the Blockade
speaking tour, the CSC chairperson pre-
vented us from doing so, stating that

side Stop the War and used lively street
theatre to denounce Labour imperial-
ism and demand the release of the
prisoners held at occupied Guantanamo
Bay.

In October, FRFI comrades in Glas-
gow supported demonstrations outside
Celtic Park against the appointment of
former Labour Home Secretary John
Reid as chairman of Celtic FC. Banners
reading ‘No War Criminals at Celtic’ and
‘Rebel against Reid! No to Doctor Death!”
were prominently displayed and seen by
the thousands of fans going to the game.
The protests involved over a hundred
people, as Celtic fans, supporters’ clubs,
republicans and FRFI comrades stood
against ‘Doctor Death’, chanting and dem-
onstrating against this notorious racist,
unionist politician.

FRFI will continue to be active over
the coming months — see our events col-
umn above for information on how to
join the struggle.
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under ‘no circumstances’ could we give
out our leaflets at a CSC event. RATB
in Scotland opposes this attempt to
undermine work in solidarity with Cub-
an socialism and will oppose all such
sectarianism, which serves only the
interests of imperialists and oppor-
tunists.
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It you believe that the treach-
ery of the opportunist British
Jabour and trade union move-
ment must be challenged,
then there is no alternative —
Join the RCG!

1 would like to Join/receive
more information

about the RCG D
| would like to join an

FRFI Readers &

supporters Group (=4

Name

Address

emall ______ ——— —

SUBSCRIBE

to the best
anti-imperialist
newspaper in Britain
FIGHT RACISM!
FIGHT IMPERIALISM!
EEErES e

Subscription rates:

« Britain (inc N. Ireland): £7.50
for 6 issues, £14 for 12 issues

« Europe (Air): £11 for 6 issues,
£21 for 12 issues

\ = Restof world (Rir PPR): £12.50
for 6 issues, £24 for 12 issues

« Rest of world (air-sealed):
£19.50 for 6 issues, £38 for 12
issues

« Libraries and institutions:
double individual rates

Make cheques/POs payable to

Add £5 for foreign currency cheques.

| wish to subscribe to

FRFI beginning with issue

Name

I enclose payment of £ for

-~ issuesatrate
Return this form to:

FAFI,

BCM Box 5309,

London WC1N 3)x

——

FRFI BCM Box 5909 London WC1N 3XX

website: www.revolutionarycommunist.org

e-mall: editorial@rcgfrfi.plus.com

NHS parking charges: a tax on staff

ar parking ¢ harges have been
n.nrmlurrd at NHS Hospitals in
;fllﬂ\'p.'nl\;‘ (lircnlﬂ Glasgow &
yde Health Boq re dee
this nofc«:u': I:\ 1:']1“1‘1‘1\ b s
? L Ereater car
parking facilities for stafT and
r:mc‘n!sl and to stop the use of
10spital car parks as free ng
StafT will uu?\ be :M:‘r:.: e
) park on
hospital sites if they have an
official permit

The Southern General 1 lospital
in Glasgow is a large national and
regional acute hospital which is at
|‘E'l‘\'\‘|“ \Il1l|l'l 2omg major
development to make it one of the
biggest acute hospitals in the UK
Because of its specialised service
to the public, we have experienced
staflf who travel in from rural arcas
to the hospital on a daily basis with
no option of taking public
transport.

To commence an carly shift at
7.15am most of our staff rely on
personal transport. If allocated a
car parking permit, staff will have
to pay up to £480 per year for the
privilege of caring for the public.

No other public service workers,
police and teachers for example,
are penalised in this way. In effect
stafl are being taxed \uz.‘-\m

Of real concern are those
relatives who spend a lot of time at
the bedside of loved ones,
especially when they are at the end
of their lives, Hav ing been in this
position myself, I do not think my
prionty would be to top up the
parking meter at the expense of
caving the one 1 love

There is also the question of
students of all disciplines who
cannot afTord the £7 per day in
unlq 1o train in their chosen
profession. Placements can last six
weeks or more and for a student on
a bursary, this is not feasible

Having worked as a nurse within
the NHS in Glasgow for over 35
years, I, along with many others,
oppose these charges on the
grounds of’ being penalised for
doing my job

KATHY MULLOY
Glasgow

Farber: instrument of imperialism

In her article dealing with Samuel
Farber (‘False friend of the Cuban
workers®, FRFI 198), Helen Yaffe
has done a fine job of showing up
Farber’s books as the anti-Cuban
diatribes that they are. However, |
question the implied assumption
that he has a Trotskyist agenda.
That is far too lofty an assumption
for a man of no ideals at all!
Samuel Farber has caused
immense problems among well-
intentioned readers. He is known,
as a speaker on public radio and on
commercial radio in California,
New York and North Carolina, as
an anti-communist and advocate of
implementing the neoliberalisation
of Cuba once Fidel gocs. | have
heard him myself and his
presentation of himself as a
‘socialist’ has to be taken in the
most latitudinarian of ts. In

holidays and a not particularly
nhysicnl]y or mentally taxing
lifestyle. Farber is a history
professor at Brooklyn College
whf»sn: academic claims to fame
reside in three frankly anti-Castro
books he wrote about Cuba and
published in North Carolina. The
fact that he himself is a Cuban —
although schooled largely in the
US — adds to his credibility.

Ta refer to him as a Trotskyist is
surely a bit too much. Whatever we
may think of Trotsky and his
followers, most of them are on the
side of global justice, peace and
socialism. I wouldn’t have thought
Farber fits into that category. His
books constitute a ready source of
propaganda for the anti-Cuban
brigade in Miami, but are touted as
the work of a *true socialist’
disill d with Fidel Castro’s

academic circles in the 1970s it
was fashionable, if not de rigeur,
to refer to oneself as a ‘Marxist’,
especially among sociologists, but
largely it fitted in with such
academic privileges as long

leadership. He is surely no more
than an instrument of US
imperialism.

THEODORE H MACDONALD
Littiehampton

'NEW EDITION -

Revolutionary Cuba:
the streets are ours

An updated version of this Rack
around the Blockade pamphlet; -
including new material on the
Energy Revolution and the Battle
Ideas, will be available in February
2008. Order your copy now for the
‘special pre-publication price of
justE3 including pap.
Please send me ____ copy/ies of the
new edition of Revolutionary Cuba: the
streets areours at£3each.
| enclose a cheque/PO (payable to Rock
around the Blockade) for£___

Name:_
Address:.

Return 10 Rock around the Blockade,

BOM Box 5909, London WCTN 3XKK.

a person involved in prison
Support I've been pleased to
- feceive FRFI papers today.
- Fromtime to time I've had
- Prsoner students over the years,
and become concerned as many

i told me about themselves and their

Prisoners need solidarity and support!

prisoners are waging. I know ‘the
system’ for what it is, and from my
own experience alone I denounce
the police, who ill-treated me at a
time when my health wn:u far from
0od, as contemptible bullying
5owatds. The police and judiciary
get away with far too much and

whom the state doesn’t like.

contemporary life
e history of the

Pimlico School sold off to highest bidder

Gu-'n what? its happening

again! Another school is turning
into a business

As long as I've read FRFI
you've written about education
and the PFI machine has always
been just around the corner.

It turns out that Westminster
Council in central London had
been looking to pimp the real
estate that Pimlico School sits on
for years. After successfully
fighting ofT a proposed plan to
convert hall of the site into private
housing, it seems pupils, parents
and teachers have finally been
stumped. My old school has been
bought for £1,000,000. Welcome to
Pimlico Academy!

No matter how many horror
staries I read about the fleet of
sinking schools, nothing quite
beats that real-life, smack-in-the-
mouth sensation of utter

o

helplessness when capitalists
swoop in. Trust me, I attended one
of their open meetings
six rows at the back of the room
while they helped themselves at
the en swite sandwich bar before
grumbling through their
formalities. It quickly became
clear that they'd already picked
their suitor — the charity Future
owned by John Nash. It is most
likely that the cash Mow will be
run by Alpha Plus, owned by
Sovereign Capital of which Nash
18 also chairman

we dat in

We, as parents, students, ex
students and teachers were fully
awake to the fact that these
vultures had been circling for years
and that the Ofsted report which
slammed our school as a failure
was the answer to all their prayers
Is it any wonder that we were
reduced to a bunch of hecklers who

Pimlico School students campaign outside the school gates

could do nothing to stop it?

Is it any wonder now that Terry
Wrigley, former Ofsted inspector
has raised doubts over the
mspection process, claiming it to
be ‘totally bizarre’ and full of

enormous question marks'? (p3
West End Extra, |6 November
2007)

T'he fact that the school didn’t
get any money out of the £12
million allocated by the council’s

chool funds and that no formal
notice was given prior to the
mspection just afTirms the fact that
nothing can ever be expected from
the British government. As long as
it serves the eli
us. There is nothing we
all we

te it will never serve

an do

change it an do is destroy

ETHESHAM HAQUE
Peckham, South London

Act now to support Alan Porter!

y name is Alan Porter and 1
am from Scotland. I am serving a
life sentence in a prison in
England. Iam trying to persuade
the Prison Service of England and
Wales to transfer me to a Scottish
prison. I think that as a Scottish
national this should be my right but
they are refusing to accept my
application. I am therefore writing
to ask for your help.

1 was born on 10 December
1955 and brought up in Renfrew-
shire. I lived in Scotland until
1985, when I moved down to
England. Four years later on 3 July
1989 Lewes Crown Court sen-
tenced me to life imprisonment for
killing a man in Brighton. It was a
stupid, senseless act. I have never
denied committing this murder or
tried to blame anyone else for it,
and of course I regret it terribly.

My life at the time was a bit
chaotic, to say the least, and even
part of the time I'd spent in
England prior to getting life had
been spent in prison for another
offence. My intention was always
to return to Scotland, where I had a
council house that had previously
been my grandfather’s.

I started my sentence at HM
Prison Wormwood Scrubs. |
petitioned for a transfer then but it
was refused.

1 have every intention of going
back to Scotland when 1 am

e g and nahod
seems to dispute that this will
happen. But they won’t allow me
to transfer prior to then (o serve my
sentence. The short period of time
spent in England prior to this
sentence (and the fact that part of

time sed in prison)

~ orshe is from the other country.

agreed in England first and then in
Scotland. I can’t even clear the
first hurdle as the Prison Service of
England and Wales says that be-
cause [ wasn’t living in Scotland
directly before my arrest and don’t
have family there who are lobby-
ing for my return, I have to stay
here. And the Scottish Prison
Service won't even look at my
application until it has been cleared
in London.

1 think that Scottish people are
discriminated against by the
legislation that allows them to
decide my case on this basis (and
the Race Relations Act accepts
Scottish people as a distinct group
who can suffer discrimination). A
barrister here agrees with me;
however we have been refused
legal aid to take the case to court.

Tam in a Catch-22 situation. 1
was refused a transfer to Scotland
on the basis that | am not in touch
with family and friends there. But 1
can only realistically establish any
links once I'm there. At present
I'm refusing to co-operate with the
English prison system (ie to
participate in offending behaviour
courses, sentence planning etc) as a
move to Scotland is all L am really
concerned about.

Overseas prisoners can apply for
repatriation to any country that has
an agreement with Britain
regarding transfer of prisoners
under various conventions and
treaties. Indeed the British
government is seeking ways to
speed up such transfers and
increase their use, even to the
extent of making them non-
voluntary. These transfers can
proceed purely on the basis of
nationality and a prisoner from a
country outside the United
Kingdom only has to prove that he

They don’t need to have been

- ordinarily resident or have family

intl:gwunut:dy._nulﬂ
o Scotland unless I can
%mtﬁnsa

On the other hand, Welsh
prisoners in prison in England can
apply to transfer to prisons in
Wales within the ordinary transfer
system as the two parts of the UK
form part of a single junisdiction.

So prisoners from Scotland are
in a no-man's-land, between the
options open to Welsh prisoners
and those open to prisoners of
nationalities that are not part of the
United Kingdom. This is clearly
discriminatory and unfair.

I would therefore urge anyone
who reads this letter and 1s
concemed about this situation,
both as it affects me personally,
and in its wider implications for
Scottish people’s rights, to take the
matter up by writing to the Scottish
Parliament, MSPs, the Scottish
press and anyone else who can
lobby on my behalf.

ALAN PORTER NF1580
HMP Rye Hill, Willoughby,
Warwickshire CV23 85Z

Alan has been an FRFI reader for most
of his sentence. He has written to us on
many previous occasions, but never
about himself. All his previous letters
have highlighted injustices in the sys-
tem or campaigns for other prisoners
being brutalised. We ask FRF readers
to retum this solidarity and support
Alan's campaign for transfer to
Scotland. Applications for transfer from
English to Scottish prisons are dealt
with in England by the: Ministry of
Justice Policy and Rights Unit Cross
Border Transfer Section, 1st Floor, Fry
Building, 2 Marsham Street, LONDON
SW1P 4DF and in Scotland by: Scottish
Prison Service Headquarters, Room
305, Calton House, 5 Redheughs Rigg,
Edinburgh EH12 9HW.

Erratum: The article on Che's
economic ideas referred to on
P8/9, FRF1 199, was first
printed in FRFI 139,
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@ Racist attacks on
Immigrant workers

Racist attacks have increased sharply across Britain in
the last two years. Those under attack include Middle
Eastern and Asian people targeted as a result of the
government'’s racist ‘anti-terror’ campaign against
Muslims. But also increasingly now under attack are
central and Eastern European migrants who migrated
to Britain to work following the admission of 10 new
‘accession’ states of the EU (‘A10’) in May 2004. In 2005
it was estimated that there are 49,000 racist attacks a
year in Britain. CHARLES CHINWEIZU reports.
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Scotland

Racist attacks have nearly doubled in
the two years to 2007 — Scottish police
recorded 5,000 racist incidents in
2005/6. Over a third of the 900 race
hate crimes in Edinburgh were against
Eastern Europeans. Polish worker
Patryk Mnich was left fighting for his
life after being beaten in a street attack
in Pilrig. Police are now dealing with
an average of three racist incidents
every day: every weekend in Edin-
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burgh immigrant workers, usually
from Poland, are physically assaulted
or face racist insults.

England
In Basingstoke in February 2007, a gang
of 16 teenage boys and girls kicked and
punched three Polish men for at least ten
minutes in a shopping centre.

In Telford in August 2007, a month
after swastikas and racist graffiti telling

Polish people they were not welcome

Stop
drtentions

Free the

Harmondsworth 4 -
no show trial

On 13 November activists from London
No Borders, Crossroads Women’s
Centre, the Institute for Race Relations,
National Coalition of Anti-Deportation
Campaigns, Barbed-Wire Britain and
Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! met
to launch a campaign to defend and sup-
port the Harmondsworth 4, who face
trial early next year following the upris-

- ing at Harmondsworth Immigration

Removal Centre on 28 November 2006.

Harmondsworth is run by private
company Kalyx, a subsidiary of Sod-
exho. The protest came the day afier the
publication of a damning inspection
report by Chief Inspector of Prisons
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attempts of members of staff to

FRFI supporters at No Borders demonstration outside Harmondsworth Removal Centre

PETER MARSHALL HTTP /MYLONDONDIARY.CO.UK/PETERMARSHALL @G0 CO UK

The campaign meeting heard from
activists who had supported detainees
who were tried following previous
detention centre uprisings at Camps-
field House and Yarls Wood and agreed
to contact the detainees who are to be
put on trial for the Harmondsworth
uprising and offer our support to them.

For more information email

harmondsworth4@riseup.net

was scrawled on walls, a 30-year-old
Lithuanian was attacked with a paving
slab, almost blinding him.

In Clacton teachers and students from
Spain, Germany, Italy, France and China,
staying with host families for a few wecks
to improve their English and get a feel for
life in Britain were racially attacked. One
teacher was kicked in the head.

In Oxford a gang of four or five men
dragged 20-year-old Polish security
guard Jakub Mucha out of his car at a
petrol station, stabbed him in the ear
and beat him with baseball bats.

North of Ireland

At least 45,000 Eastern European
workers have come to the north of
Ireland from the A10 states since May
2004. In 2005/06, the police recorded
936 racial incidents — double that of
the previous year. Many more inci-
dents are not reported because immi-
grants do not trust the racist police.
British-backed Loyalist paramilitaries
are behind at least 90% of reported

racist attacks

On 20 May 2006 a Polish family was
forced to barricade themselves into a
bedroom in their house in Derry after
three masked men forced their way into
their home armed with a hatchet and an
iron bar. The Police Service of Northern
Ireland (PSNI) has said it believes the
attack was racially motivated. The
PSNI is still investigating the racist
attack on three Polish immigrants by up
to four men in a bar in the same city in
2004. One of the victims received 13
stitches after being glassed in the face,
while another had his nose broken.

In Belfast in March 2006, seven men
armed with baseball bats smashed their
way into a house, attacking a 51-year-
old man with a hammer. In Dunmurry
in June 2006 two homes belonging to
Lithuanians were attacked.

Labour government fuels
racism

The government has constantly tried to
blame Eastern European migrants for

‘pressures on public services,” while the
real pressures come from the running
down and privatisation of health, hous-
ing and other services. These lies have
contributed directly to the racist attacks
The British state encourages migrant
workers from Eastern Europe to come
here as it wants their cheap labour. But it
does nothing to prevent racist attacks; on
the contrary, a climate of racial terror is
of use to it, as immigrant workers are dis-
couraged from settling permanently and
deterred from agitating against exploita-
tion and for better pay and conditions
This attitude was graphically illus-
trated in October 2007 when, having
learned of the thousands of Eastern
European women kept as sex slaves in
British brothels, many of whom were
locked up, forced into prostitution, and
told their families back home would be
killed if they refused to obey orders,
Home Secretary Jacqui Smith said that
a blanket guarantee that none would
face deportation ‘would be likely to act
more generally as a pull factor’. [ ]

Timeyi - no deportations!

n S5 November 2007, after
00ver two years’ campaigning,
Eucharia Jakpa received a letter
confirming she and her 7-year-old son
Timeyi had won the right to stay in
Britain. Eucharia and Timeyi had faced
deportation to Nigeria, where they were
at risk of being tortured or killed, hay-
ing fled in May 2004, after her husband
and then six-year-old daughter disap-
peared due to the ongoing conflict in
the oil-producing Niger Delta region.
The Home Office initially rejected their
application, later advising them to ‘try
other parts of Nigeria’. They were
unable to appeal after their inept immi-
gration  service-appointed  solicitor
failed to represent them and their MP
Gerard Kaufmann refused to help them.
In May 2005, Eucharia and Man-
chester Revolutionary ~Communist
Group set up the Defend Eucharia and
Timeyi Campaign (DETC). The cam-
paign involved many people who org-
anised fundraising socials, attended
demonstrations, and went door-to-door
in Gorton and Belle Vue, collecting sig-
natures on petitions and letters of
protest to the Home Office and her MP.
They also supported and acted in soli-
darity with other campaigns including

Samina Altaf and Family, Justina and
Yonre Must Stay and Defend Abdullah
Gawaan and Family.

DETC ran stalls in the city centre, at
Longsight and Gorton markets, Gorton
Park and Timeyi’s school in Abbey Hey,
Gorton, and succeeded in sending over
900 individual letters of protest to
the Home Office. On 25 September
2006, 2,250 DETC signatures were pre-
sented to Home Office minister Liam
Byme MP by campaign stalwart Phil
Tarbuck at the Friends Meeting House,
Manchester.

Under all this pressure, driven by
Eucharia’s determination to fight for
her and her son’s life and their right to
stay in Britain, the Home Office have
given in and granted them indefinite
leave to remain. Without this campaign,
Eucharia and Timeyi would have been
deported long ago, facing the same fate
as the 18,280 asylum seekers deported
last year.

Throughout, Eucharia and Manch-
ester RCG insisted that the campaign
should be political, emphasising the
link between racism in Britain and
British imperialist exploitation abroad
such as in Nigeria. Some so-called anti-
deportation organisations boycotted the

campaign because of the RCG’s
involvement and refused to publicise or
support it, but all these efforts did not
succeed in isolating the campaign,
which, due to its consistent activity,
raised its profile, thereby bringing
attention to the treatment of asylum
seekers in Britain, and to what British
companies like Royal Dutch Shell oil
company were doing in the Niger Delta
region of Nigeria.

This campaign led to the forming of
the North West Asylum Seekers De-
fence Group (NWASDG) in May 2006.

Manchester RCG would like to say
big congratulations to Eucharia and
Timeyi Jakpa for their wonderful and
inspiring achievement, May their vic-
tory give inspiration to other asylum
seekers campaigning against this racist
Labour government, and strengthen the
hand of those campaigning in support of
refugees on a principled non-charity,
anti-racist standpoint, in defence of all
immigrants, against immigration con-
trols and the oppression of refugees in
Britain.

Manchester Revolutionary
Communist Group
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