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G20 summit, September 2009, F g, US: President Obama promised the

regulation has been agreed. The focus In Britain has turned to cuts In public spending and In the US corporato hostility

BRITAIN’S CRISIS

ators that there would be regulation for banks and financial institutions — no effective
Is blocking healthcare reforms (see page 8).
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- PUBLIC SERVICES

- UNDER ATTACK

The financial panic is apparently over. Those investment
banks that survived the crisis are back to business as
usual, making huge profits from buying and selling
stocks, bonds and commodities. Large bonuses worth
millions of dollars are being doled out to bankers. Stock
markets are rising again. The French, German and
Japanese economies began to grow again in the second
quarter of 2009. In mid-September Ben Bernanke, Chair-
man of the US Federal Reserve, said that the US reces-
sion is ‘very likely over’ and the governor of the Bank of
England, Mervyn King, told MPs that the UK economy
may have already started to grow. Finally Dominique
Strauss-Kahn, head of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), has declared that ‘The global economy appears to
be emerging at last from the worst economic downturn in
our lifetimes.’ The immediate crisis might be over for the
rich and powerful, but, as DAVID YAFFE reports, it still has
a long way to run for almost everyone else.

The IMF reported in April 2009 that financial meltdown has been averted.

total support for the financial system
from governments and central banks
of the US, the eurozone and the UK
had reached an unprecedented $8,955bn
~ §1,950bn in liquidity support,
$2,525bn in asset purchases and
$4,480bn in guarantees (Financial
Times 16 September 2009). The sheer
scale of this intervention explains why
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But the economic crisis is by no
means over. The overaccumulation of
capital in the main imperialist coun-
tries, the lack of profitable investment
opportunities globally for capital and
the rivalries between the main imperi-
alist powers that underlie the crisis
have not even been addressed. What
has occurred is that the losses of

financial institutions have been social-
ised and transferred to government
balance sheets. These will eventually
have to be paid back. This deleverag-
ing process — cuts in state welfare, tax
increases and rising interest rates —
has barely begun and when it does
eventually get underway it could tip
the main capitalist economies back
into recession.

‘Socially useless banks’

The impact of the global crisis on the
British economy has been accentuated
by the central importance of financial
services and particularly the City of
London to British capitalism.! There
is public anger at the bonus culture,
greed and arrogance of City bankers.
This reality is even causing divisions
in the British ruling class. The head
of the Financial Services Authority
(FSA), Lord Tumer, in a remarkable
interview in Prospect magazine at the
end of August described some of the
innovative activities of the City,

seeing the competitiveness of [the
City of] London as a major aim’,
arguing that the City has become a
destabilising factor in the British
economy. If higher capital require-
ments are insufficient to curb exces-
sive profit and pay in the sector then
he is prepared to consider a global tax
on financial transactions. His position
is in direct conflict with that of the
Labour government, whose central
priority is to ensure that the British
economy remains a ‘world centre of
finance’? the financial arm of British
imperialism. In response to Turner,
Treasury aides to the chancellor said
that no such taxes on financial trans-
actions were under consideration, and
that Mr Darling insists that the City
should continue to play a leading role
in global finance (Financial Times 27
August 2009).

George Magnus, senior economic
adviser at the Swiss corporate bank

'UBS, took Turner’s side on the exces-

ive influence of the City. He pointed
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useful purpose’. Karel Williams, pro-
fessor of accounting and political
economy at Manchester University,
also sided with Tumner, saying: ‘The
final measure of the social uselessness
of the City is that it has wrecked the
public finances for a whole genera-
tion’. Richard Lambert, director gen-
eral of the Confederation of British
Industry, hit back a few days later,
arguing that the City is a vital part of
the UK and not a ‘bloated excres-
cence’ that unbalances the economy.
He used the opportunity for a gratu-
itous attack on the public sector.
Playing down the importance of the
financial sector in the British econ-
omy — no more than 8% of gross value
added — he said that the total pay of
financial services employees repre-
sents a bit less than 4% of GDP. He
continued: ‘For comparison, the pub-
lic sector equivalent is over 16%.
Which figure is too big?’ (Financial
Times 29/30 August and 4 September
2009). Two weeks later Peter Levene,
chairman of Lloyds, joined in attack-

~ ing what he called ‘dangerous talk’

from those who seek to limit pay and
reduce the size of the financial sector.
very real danger that we
~ continued on page 3




Education notes

No surprises in summer exam
results - only pain

ummer 2009 saw the usual
media headlines as GCSE and

A level results came out. They
swung between celebration at rising
pass levels to criticism about the stan-
dard and value of different subjects
and exam boards. Overall, the pub-
lished results confirmed that money
for private education and selection of
the brightest pupils is the key to suc-
cess. A report from the Joint Council
for Qualifications on GCSE results
showed that private schools have
extended their lead over comprehen-
sive schools, with more than half of
GCSE exams taken by students at fee-
paying schools awarded an A or A*,
compared with 17.3% from compre-
hensive schools. Selective Grammar
school pupils outperformed students
in private schools, with 55% achiev-
ing A or A¥, compared with 53.7% at
private schools. Exam results A*-C
were awarded to 95.3% of Grammar
school pupils, compared with 91.8%
of pupils at private schools and 64% at
comprehensives.

There are 3,211 state-funded sec-
ondary schools in the UK which are
attended by 93% of pupils. Of these,
164 are Grammar schools which
select pupils by exam entry at 11.
Private fee-paying schools, also
known as independent schools, where
fees can be over £20,000 a year, are
attended by 7% of secondary school
pupils.

Climbing the education
ladder

Statutory education in the UK ends at
16, after GCSEs. There is then a com-
plicated structure of exams and quali-
fications which rations access at every
level of further and higher education,
leading to the goal of university
admission. Even universities are
graded, with Oxford and Cambridge
still dominant, together with 18 others

that make up the clite Russell Group.
Between them, these 20 universities
supply the largest cohorts of graduates
for the top jobs in the legal profession,
banking, the armed forces and the
Civil Service.

In 2007 the Labour government set
Oxford and Cambridge a target of
enrolling 77% of students from state
schools. That would leave 23% of
places for the 7% of pupils from pri-
vate schools. In fact, although in 2007
Oxford reached 53.4% of state school
admissions, this has now dropped to
50%, much the same as Cambridge.
Significantly, Grammar school pupils,
who out-perform private pupils at
GCSE, count as state scctor students.
This is because the small number of
Grammar schools are funded like
other state schools, even though their
pupils are selected by admissions
exams for an academic education,
often excluding local children. Indeed,
33.4% of Grammar school applicants
to Oxford and Cambridge have a
chance of getting in, compared to
31.5% from private schools and 25%
from comprehensive schools.

As increasing numbers of students
gained GCSEs, including good GCSEs
(five A-C grades), another story was
being told behind the scenes. Exam
boards are now a big part of the educa-
tion business and schools can choose
the one that offers the best ‘product’
for their pupils. It is rumoured that
some exams are much easier, or the
marking scheme more generous, and
that this is why two-thirds of GCSEs
were graded at least C and one in five
scored A or A*. There is also a hierar-
chy of GCSE subjects, which is
revealed by the distribution of entries.
Comprehensive students made up
90% of entries for media, film and tel-
evision studies, while privately-
schooled pupils represented 60% of
candidates for Latin and Ancient

Greek. Half of independent school
pupils do not sit maths GCSE, instead
entering the International GCSE
which is similar to traditional O levels
and eases transition to A level sci-
ences. In 1996, 61% of five GCSE
A-C results included English, maths,
a science and a modern foreign lan-
guage compared to 41% in 2009.

Exam results rule the school
Each year, examination results are
published as if all students had been
running the same race. In reality, poor
children start far behind and can rarely
catch up with those who have had the
many privileges that money can buy
to enrich childhood, Secondary schools
face the threat of closure or loss of
funding if they fail to produce the
government target of 30% of candi-
dates achieving five A-C grades,

including English and maths, at
GCSE. Meeting this target is now the
biggest single priority for school
heads. Pupils begin exam courses
early to sit GCSEs at 13 or 14, or are
entered with two or three different
exam boards for the same subject; pre-
dicted D grade pupils get booster les-
sons in the holidays to get them a C

grade. This concentration on results
has led to a pass rate of nearly 100%
for GCSEs, with only 1.4% of candi-
dates failing. However, schools tend
to enter only pupils who are predicted
to pass GCSE. The others disappear
off the school register in various ways.

Of children receiving free meals, the

official (but by no means definitive)

indicator of poverty, 22% of boys and

15% of girls leave school with no

GCSEs.

Health matters

The privatisation of
health care in Britain

Health care for London

“The days of the district general hospi-
tal seeking to provide all services to a
high enough standard are over’, said
Sir Ara Darzi, responsible for the ten-
year plan for reorganising health provi-
sion in London. Commissioned by
Gordon Brown in 2007 and promoted
to a ministerial post in the Department
of Health, he resigned in June this year.

The NHS Next Stage Review Interim
Report, published in June 2008, show-
ed there were significant variations in
access to and quality of primary med-
ical care services across Britain. The
Equitable Access to Primary Medical
Care programme was launched to
address this. This includes at least one
GP-led health care centre in each
Primary Care Trust area.

Darzi's plan was to shift work from
hospitals into polyclinics and urgent
care centres. 150 polyclinics (GP-led
health centres are linked to this model
of service), with long opening hours,
would provide community-based car
at levels between GP practices anc

district general hospitals, including
‘pharmacy, denti ocial ai
health, x-ray and ult
~ blood tests and minor

private companies to bid to run these
centres. The Department of Health
expects Primary Care Trusts to com-
mission 15% of their services from the
private sector. NHS London’s time-
table included inviting suitable pro-
viders to tender by April this year and
sign contracts for the preferred pro-
vider by December 2009. ‘Suitable
providers’ include GP practices, NHS
bodies, private sector companies and
‘third sector organisations’ such as
charities. Clearly GP practices cannot
compete equally with multinationals
in such a bidding process, and whilst
health centres may continue to be
described as ‘GP-led’ for public con-
sumption, they will in fact be run for
profit by health care multinationals
and consortia. :
Fifty ‘GP-led’ health cel
already opened around Bri
of these, up to 80% of tt
newly qualified or are just
GP training. Once pi
take o

tres hav;

in April 2009 was criticised for the
poor quality of its elderly homecare.
Yet again, the decision was made two
months before the conclusion of a
public consultation. A legal challenge
is being mounted.

US multinational United Health
currently runs three GP practices in
south Camden, despite local opposi-
tion, In August, Connect Physical
Health Ltd (CPH) was awarded a
three-year contract to provide physio-
therapy services at the Royal Free
Hospital, to treat over 11,500 people a
year. The pay of staff who choose to
stay will be protected but they will not
be able to add to their NHS pension.
Camden physiotherapy will now be
fragmented while CPH manages the
referrals, records and appointments
from a central database in Northum-

~ berland, 350 miles away.
ackney, tw P-

Not a race but rationing
Winning certificates for hard work
and learning is, of course, a worthy
reward and public recognition of
young people’s achievements. But
exam results are primarily a passport
to the ecarning power of the young
worker in the job market at the age of
16 or to improved wages and condi-
tions by moving on to further and then
higher education. There are increas-
ingly fewer opportunities for retakes.
Once beyond the statutory school
leaving age of 16, government fund-
ing for further education colleges is
being cut and courses closed down.
There is also a cap on student numbers
to cut public spending at university
entrance level, despite record numbers
of students with A and A* at A levels.
This summer there were 14 applicants
for each place on a degree course, up
10% from last year. Government
funding has been increased for an
extra 10,000 places only in maths and
science.

Neets grow
The number of ‘Neets’ — young peo-
ple between the ages of 18 and 24
who are ‘not in education, employ-
ment or training’ — has surged to one
in five of the age group. There are
947,000 Neets — up from 730,000 last
year. Although Neets are character-
ised as underachievers and drop-outs,
this group is in fact made up of young
people with no qualifications, those
who gained some GCSEs, those who
are waiting for or who have completed
short-term work experience place-
ments, A-level students who failed to
gain a university place and young
workers made redundant by the reces-
sion. Labour government statements
swing between fear of this group as a
socially disruptive force and con-
tempt. It is well-known that ‘non-par-
ticipating’ young people are, by the
age of 21, more likely to experience
depression and poor physical health.
The 1997 slogan ‘education, educa-
tion, education’ has been exposed as a
shabby election trick. The sharp rise in
Neets, now at a 16-year high, matches
that of Thatcher’s Tory government.
Britain’s education system continues
to ration education for the working
class with or without examinafion
results. Susan Davidson
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Protesters outside Royal Free Hospital, Camden

global financial crisis. Guarantees for
repayments of capital to bond holders
are now more risky and so this method
has become more expensive. How-
ever, bank loans have also become
more costly. Before the crisis, interest
rates on bank loans were between 0.6
and 0.8% above basic bank borrowing
rates; they are now 1.5-1.6% above
this rate. The government’s plan to
increase public borrowing to support
the banking sector means that the pub-
lic sector is locked into making
Private Finance Initiative (PFI) repay-
ments to banks at these higher rates.
As Alyson Pollock of the Centre for
International Public Health Policy at
niversity of Edinburgh says:

ailed out the banks at tax-
', the government is
becau owir

Cutting NHS staff

Management consultancy firm Mc-
Kinsey has come up with solutions to
the financial shortfall and reduction in
NHS budgets. Commissioned by the
Department of Health in England, it is
advising a cut of 10% in the work-
force by 2014. This will drastically
affect health care provision. Money is
however being wasted on the adminis-
tration of the increasingly privatised
system: it now represents 12% of the
total NHS budget, compared to 6% in
1991 before the introduction of the
internal market.

As the NHS is progressively broken
up and its services sold off, concepts
such as inefficiency and productivity
become paramount whilst universal
health care and needs-based planning

 fall off the agenda. Competition in this

text prevents resources being
cted to where they are needed. The
atisati
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Public services under attack

‘Class politics in this country can only be rebuilt by a militant
movement coming on to the streets and involving millions of
working people, young and old, in work and unemployed,
determined to resist the destruction of public services. This will
be necessary whichever party is in power after the election.’

continued from page 1

shall end up doing irreparable damage
to one of the strongest sectors of our
economy.’ He said he was proud to be
part of the City of London because
‘financial services are something at
which we British excel’ (Financial
Times 18 September 2009).

Cutting the public sector
down to size

The ‘dangerous talk’ from Lord Tumn-
er about the bloated size and social
uselessness of the financial services
sector in the British cconomy was
very quickly drowned out by an ideo-
logical assault on the public sector.
Suddenly the most dangerous threat to
the British economy became not the
bloated financial sector, the banks and
the bankers, but the debt of the public
sector. This was given expression
through an orchestrated campaign in
the media with politicians of all per-
suasions rapidly and willingly follow-
ing this lead. At least on this issue the
ruling class could be united. What fol-
lowed was almost a public auction by

the main political parties over the cuts
in public spending necessary to tackle

the ‘unsustainable’ public sector defi-
cit. The banks and bankers were off
the hook.
With a general election due next
spring, the political parties had previ-
ously been very cautious about their

’ plans for the public sector. There is
* massive support within the country for

public sector services and state wel-
fare. Elections are decided by the
votes of the better off sections of the
working class and middle classes.
They too rely on state services and
public subsidies to sustain their higher
standard of living. So the campaign
against the public sector took some
time to take off. It was directed not at
public services but at ‘unsustainable’
public -borrowing that had to be
brought down.
Historically, the Tories are ideolog-
ically opposed to a large state sector.
However, since he became leader of

the party, David Cameron has tried to
soften this Thatcherite image in order
to win the centre ground back from
Labour and make the Conservative
Party electable once again. He has
consistently refused to be drawn on
his spending plans, while criticising
the government for ‘losing control of
the nation’s finances’. Previously he
even said that he would not support a
freeze of public sector pay, arguing
that ‘I don’t think that is the way we
do pay in this country’ (Tele-
graph.co.uk 7 July 2009). He plays for
the popular vote telling us he would
cut ministers’ pay and end subsidised
food and drink in the House of
Commons, but admits that such sav-
ings are a ‘pinprick’ in relation to the
overall amount of money he wants to
save to bring the public deficit under
control. His soft man approach is
accompanied by the hard line, less
cautious Tory shadow chancellor
George Osbome. He keeps pressure
on Labour over its ‘out of control’
public finances. A leaked Treasury
document was published by the Con-
servatives in mid-September showing
that earlier in the year, when Labour
was accusing the Tories of planning
10% public spending cuts, the govern-
ment had been planning to cut depart-
mental budgets by 9.3%. Osborne de-
clared that Gordon Brown’s attempt,
at that time, to contrast Labour’s
investment in public services to Tory
cuts was dishonest: ‘he was not telling
the truth’. Osborne himself has appar-
ently ordered the Treasury’s perma-
nent secretary, Nick Macpherson, to
find savings of nearly 30% in depart-
mental budgets, which would come
into effect if the Tories gain power
(Peter Oborne MailOnline 12 Septem-
ber 2009).

Over a couple of months the pres-
sure had been gradually building up
on Labour to come clean over its
planned cuts in public spending or
lose any remaining credibility. Fol-
lowing a softening-up speech by
Labour’s business secretary, Peter

Name
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Postal workers fighting against threats of privatisation and loss of jobs

Mandelson, at the London School of
Economics a day earlier, Brown used
the TUC conference on 15 September
to tell trade unionists bluntly that sus-
tainable public finances demanded:
‘cutting costs where we can, ensuring
cfficiency where it is needed, agreeing
realistic public sector pay settlements
throughout, selling off the unproduc-
tive assets we don’t need to pay for the
services we do need’. His claim that
frontline services would not face cuts
under Labour is spin. This is the neo-
liberal cost-cutting and privatisation
agenda, which has been a central fea-
ture of Labour’s programme since
1997. Soon after this speech, Andy
Bumham, the health secretary, said
that the NHS has to find ‘efficiency
savings’ of £15-20bn and Ed Balls,
the minister for children, schools and
families, £2bn from the school’s
budget. Chancellor Alistair Darling is
discussing with other ministers what
cuts could be announced in the pre-
budget report in November,

The Liberal Democrat leader, Nick
Clegg soon joined the fray, telling The
Guardian (19 September 2009) that
Britain needs ‘bold’ and ‘savage’ cuts
in current spending to bring down the
public deficit. Liberal plans include a
long-term freeze in public sector pay,
cutting future public sector pensions
and withdrawing tax credits from the
middle class.

Government borrowing in August
reached a r that

public spending. All the ruling class
political parties are now speaking with
one voice. Far from the crisis being
over, for the overwhelming majority
of the British population it has barely

begun.

The crisis deepens

Throughout the world the crisis is
destroying the lives of millions of
people. The OECD predicts that un-
employment in the world’s 30 richest
nations could reach 10% in 2010, with
25 million jobs lost in the downturn.
For the underdeveloped countries the
situation is far worse. The World
Bank estimates that the crisis has
driven a further 90 million people into
extreme poverty; living on less than
$1.25 a day.

In Britain unemployment continues
its relentless rise. In the three months
to July unemployment rose by 210,000
to 2,47 million, 7.9% of the labour
force, the highest level since 1995.
The number of people under 25 out of
work rose dramatically to 947,000 in
the same period, 20% of the age
group, the highest since records began
in 1992. With the British economy set
to decline around 4.7% this year,
unemployment will continue to rise.

The outlook is bleak. In August the
Bank of England had surprised the
City with a £50bn extension of ‘quan-
titative easing’ up to £175bn, breaking
the limit of £150bn originally set by
the chancellor Alistair Darling. This is

scheme by which the Bank of
and creates ‘new money’ through
icularly govern-

e el

available for businesses and house-
holds to spend. So far the scheme is
having very little impact, with the
banks using the funds to rebuild their
balance sheets, while restricting the
availability of credit to the broader
cconomy

In July the net flow of lending to
businesses fell by a record amount as
companies paid back £15.5bn in bank
debt. Companies paid off more debt in
August. This follows a dramatic fall in
investment in the British economy,
which looks likely to continue. Busi-
ness investment in the second quarter
of 2009 fell by 10.2% compared with
the previous quarter, and a fall of
21.8% compared with same quarter in
2008. This is the largest decline in
business investment since records
began 40 years ago.

This situation will rapidly deterio-
rate after the general election next
spring when the planned cuts in public
spending, demanded by international
investors and willingly accepted by all
the ruling class parties, get underway.

At the TUC conference, the TUC gen-
eral secretary, Brendan Barber, wamn-
ed that spending cuts could drive the
British economy into a ‘double-dip’
recession that would push unemploy-
ment up to more than four million,
leading to the threat of industrial
action by millions of workers, and
riots on the streets last seen in the
1980s. ‘Last time we suffered slash
and burn economics we had riots on
the streets here in Liverpool’, he said,
as though this threat would deter the
ruling class from their course of
action. The ruling class remember
very well that during the uprisings
(‘riots’) of black and white youths on
the streets of British cities in the early
1980s, the then TUC general secre-
tary, Len Murray, condemned them,
saying: ‘Violence is no solution to the
problems of the inner cities and I con-
demn those who have used it’. He was,
joined in this condemnation of vio-
lence by Tony Benn of the Labour

Party, the Communist Party of Great

Britain, the Socialist Workers Party

and an assortment of Trotskyist

groups.’

Class politics in this country can
only be rebuilt by a militant move-
ment coming on to the streets and
involving millions of working people,
young and old, in work and unem-
ployed, determined to resist the
destruction of public services. This

will be necessary whichever party is
in power after the election. Such a
movement will have to confront the
traditional forces of the organised
British Labour movement, which will
do everything necessary to limit any
challenge to the ruling class and the
capitalist systemn which it sustains. B

1 See David Yaffe 'Britain: parasitic and
decaying capitalism' FRFI 194 December
2006/January 2007. www.revolutionary
communist.org/downloads/FRFI194_07_10_
parasitic.pdf

2 Darling made this paint patently clear in his
Budget speech in April 2009, See David Yaffe
‘Years and years of austerity anead’ FRF1 209
June/July 2009 www.revolutionary
communist.org/friipages/209/FRFI_209_
crl.ntml

‘3 This was reported at the time in FRFI 12
September 1981 and FRFI 14 November 1981.
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Asian youth fight racist

provocations

TOM VINGENT AND ROBERT CLOUGH

Since May 2009, racists under the
banner of the English Defence
League (EDL) have organised a
number of demonstrations and ral-
lies against ‘Islamic extremism’. A
march in Luten in May was fol-
lowed by two demonstrations in
Birmingham on 8 August and 5
September, a rally at a mosque in
Harrow on 11 September and a
counter-protest to the annual Al
Quds march through central Lon-
don two days later. The EDL is plan-
ning further events in Manchester,
Leeds and Bristol.

Although the EDL purports to be
a non-racist, non-fascist organisation
dedicated to opposing what it calls
“Islamic extremism’, it has close links
with the British National Party (BNP)
and its supporters have shown them-
selves to be virulent racists. They are
acting as unofficial auxiliaries of the
BNP which wants to retain the aura of
respectability it has achieved with the
election of two of its leaders as MEPs in
the 5 June European poll.

Luton

The first EDL rally took place in Luton,
a BNP stronghold and scene of a
widely-publicised Muslim-led anti-war
protest in March 2009. On 24 May,
scores of racists descended on the town
and rampaged through Asian areas,
attacking people and smashing up
shops. When the EDL announced a fur-
ther demonstration for 19 September,
‘Hope not Hate’, an anti-fascist group
associated with Searchlight magazine,
organised a letter-writing campaign
calling for it to be prohibited. This was
supported by the local council and the
police. On 20 August, the Home Office
granted 2 ban under the Public Order
Act which prohibits ‘any procession or
march involving members or support-
ers of, but not limited to, the English
Defence League, UK Casuals United,
March For England and United People
of Luton’ from marching in the town
without having made a formal applica-
tion to Luton Borough Council. Wey-
man Bennett, Unite Against Fascism
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Asian youth prepare to confront racists on the streets of Birmingham in September

(UAF) joint sccretary and leading SWP
member, welcomed it, saying ‘What we
have proved is that where we, as a
multiracial group, organise and stand
up, the EDL can be defeated.” (The
Guardian, 21 August 2009).

However, the ‘but not limited to’
provision in the order gives the council
carte blanche to ban any march or pro-
test, including those organised by anti-
racists. As if to underline this point, two
young Muslims were arrested on 30
August as hundreds took over the
streets in the Bury Park area of Luton
because of rumours of an EDL mobili-
sation. No fascists were arrested. If the
Luton ban were repeated elsewhere, all
the EDL would have to do is announce
a march in a particular city for all
protests, whoever organised them —
trade unions, anti-racists, socialists — to
be prohibited there as well.

Birmingham: SWP faces
both ways

On 8 August EDL supporters tried to
organise a rally in Birmingham city
centre but were met by hundreds of
Asian youth and anti-racists who rap-
idly dispersed them. When the EDL
announced that they would return on 5
September, the local UAF split on
how to respond. The majority refused
to organise a counter-mobilisation and
instead asked to hold a rally outside
Birmingham Council House as ‘Birm-
ingham United’. The council refused.

In the event, Asian youth once again
took to the streets, and once again put
the racists to flight. Councillor Salma
Yaqoob of the Respect party, who had
joined with the police in calling for a
ban on the EDL march, later wrote in
the New Statesman ‘If the violence of
the EDL was predictable, it was also
predictable that some Asian youths
would ignore calls for restraint from
myself and others.” It was Respect and
its allies who ensured that the UAF
would opposc the demand for a
counter-protest. Although the SWP,
onec of the main founders of both the
UAF and Respect, then broke ranks
and joined with the Asian youth, the
report in the following week’s
Socialist Worker did not mention the
stance the local UAF had taken.

Harrow: giving a platform
to Labour racists

The EDL event in Harrow was timed
to take place on the anniversary of the
Twin Tower attack. There was no evi-
dence that EDL supporters ever ap-
peared; such was the response of the
Asian community. According to FRFI
supporters who were present, any time
there were rumoured sightings of the
racists, dozens of Asian youth would
rush to the supposed location to find
nobody there. This was despite the
presence of hundreds of riot police. In
contrast to Birmingham, UAF did org-
anise a counter-protest. Yet they chose

to give a platform to local Labour MP
Tony McNulty, a defender of state rac-
ism and a persccutor of the unem-
ployed and those on benefits (see hr(],'();
It is impossible to square UAF's
claim fto anti-racism with this act
McNulty was for a period Labour’s
main orchestrator of statc attacks on
immigrants and asylum scckers. How
can he be scriously presented as a
recruit to the fight against fascism?
Socialist Worker, in its account of Har-
row, chose to ignore McNulty’s record.
A couple of days later, the UAF’s web-
site reported with approval Lallmur
Sccretary of State for Communities
John Denham’s suggestion that the situ-
ation with the anti-Islamic groups today
was comparable with that of the 1930s
when fascists marched against Jews. It
did not comment on McNulty’s dis-
missal of this as ‘stupid analysis’, a
view echoed by Home Sccretary Alan
Johnson. Labour is concerned not with
the EDL but with the prospect that its
actions will kindle resistance to the cri-
sis where none exists at the moment.
The victories in Birmingham and
Harrow show that despite police pro-
tection, the fascists are not yet able to
mobilise a significant number of sup-
porters on the streets. On 13 Septem-
ber, fewer than 100 EDL followers
joined Zionists in opposing the Al Quds
march in support of Palestine. How-
ever, the left, especially the SWP, are
being forced to face two ways at once:
towards their Labour racist allies in
the UAF on the one hand, and towards
the Asian youth on the other. For gen-
uine socialists, it is the actions of the
Asian youth which are starting to
point the way forward; it follows on
from their militant participation in
demonstrations in defence of the peo-
ple of Gaza during the Zionist on-
slaught last December and January.
Self-defence is no offence!

Emy McNulty MP:
Labour racist

Tony McNulty became Minister
of State for Immigration in May
2005, boasting how the gov-
ernment was cracking down on
illegal immigrants, and deport-
ing more and more failed asy-
jum seekers. His Immigration
and Asylum Bill published in
June that year proposed that
asylum seekers should have
just one chance to appeal, and
that, if that appeal failed, all
their benefits would be stop-
ped and their children taken
into care. It became law the fol-
lowing year. In May 2006, he
took over responsibility for pol-
icing and crime, security and
counter-terrorism, implement-
ing the Identity Cards Act, and,
in 2008, the Counter-Terrorism
Bill which proposes to extend
the maximum period of deten-
tion to 42 days. In October
2008, he became Minister of
State for Employment and
Welfare Reform, being proud to
crack down on benefit fraud.
‘We are doing more than ever
to tackle benefit fraud... we're
closing in on benefit cheats.’ (4
December 2008). In March

2009, McNulty was revealed to
have claimed £60,000 in ‘sec-
ond home' expenses for a
house occupied by his parents
in his constituency in Harrow,

11 miles from Westminster, and

six miles from his claimed pri-

mary home in Hammersmith.

‘Everyone does it' was his

defence.

Unite Against Fascism

Unite against Fascism (UAF) was set up in 2003 as an alliance beiween the SWP and
black members of the Labour Party organised in the National Assembly against
Racism with support from trade unions. Its stated objective is to ‘campaign with the

aim of alerting British society to the rising threat of the extreme right, in particular the

BNP, gaining an electoral foothold in this country’; in practice this means its priority is

to share up Labour's disintegrating vote. It refuses to campaign against state racism
since its supporters include leading figures in the Labour Party such as Peter Hain,
who spoke at its 2007 conference when he was Secretary of State for Northem
Ireland, the current Solicitor General Vera Baird and Ken Livingstone who is UAF's
Chair. Others are the likes of Tory leader David Cameron and prominent Zionists such
as Liverpool Labour MP Louise Ellman and Henry Guterman, who supported Zionist
attacks on FRFI pickets of Manchester Marks and Spencer.

How the left fail

Birmingham

uring and after the events of

8 August in Birmingham, it

was apparent thaf certain
groups on the left and so-called
Muslim leaders had no appetite to
build a counter-demonstration ag-
ainst the English Defence League
(EDL), as ASSED BAIG of
Birmingham UAF reports. They let
down the Muslim community.
When the EDL demeonstrated in
Birmingham with a police escort,
what was our response? The only
group to call for a counter demo
was the SWP and some independ-
ent, non-affiliated Muslims.

Groups on the left were content to
pay lip service to fighting fascism and
standing up for the Muslim commu-
nity, but failed to support Muslims as
they prepared once more to defend
their streets from the fascists. What
this displays is the bureaucratic quag-
mire the left have got themselves into,
where they are more concerned with
electoral politics than actually stand-
ing on the streets, shoulder to shoulder
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with the Muslim community. They
roll out Muslims when they wish to
display their ‘diversity’ and talk about
defending multiculturalism, but these
individuals are nothing more than
token Muslims, used to gain support
from the Muslim community.

The lack of left support for a
counter demonstration in Birmingham
indicates a deep-rooted fear of the
Muslim community. Even our Muslim
‘community leaders’ are scared of
Muslims taking matters into their own
hands when the fascists are on the
streets, because it is at critical times
like these that people stop listening to
fluffy sell-out politics and realise there
is a fight to be had, Certain left groups
only seem happy to engage the Mus-
lim community if it serves electoral
and recruitment purposes. They have
no interest in engaging the Muslim
youth, who are fed up with increased
Islamophobia, racism and lack of sup-
port from other sections of society, and

have no other choice but to come out  w.

on the streets. The left’s effol

ed in

centrated on getting the EDL demo
banned, but when this failed they
seemed fto fizzle away, unable and
unwilling to take other action.

Muslims turned out on Saturday 5
September regardless, but the very
fact that a counter demonstration was
not called undermined the leadership
of those of us who have attempted to
get the Muslim community engaged in
left politics. The youth will see no dif-
ference between their sell-out Muslim
Labour councillors and MPs and the
leaders on the Jeft who talk the talk but
fail to walk the walk.

I can fully understand that there are
two battles taking place. The first is to
fight fascism on the streets and the
second is to win hearts and minds
around the country. The Muslim com-
munity has the will and the numbers
to beat fascism on the streets, but we
need support of the diverse groups on
the left to win over hearts and minds.

- demonstration was a success
EDL pinned down in a pub,
ed onto buses, flagged by more

AV Y

Racist English Defence League demonstrators fly the Zionist flag

than 20 police vehicles and taken out
of town and chased out by Asian
youth in their cars lobbing bricks and
other projectiles at the convoy until
they were out of Birmingham. The
EDL have announced that they will

not be returning to Birmingham in the
near future, a victory for the real anti-
fascist campaigners and a defeat for
the EDL and those who wish to
restrict organising and campaigning to
Facebook and writing letters, |
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ireland

Celtic Tiger
no more

PAUL MALLON

Ireland is suffering its most severe
economic crisis since the foundation

dramatic development.” The construc-
tion sector saw over 72,200 jobs lost
in the past year alone.

In response, the Irish government

former Taoiscach Garret Fitzgerald
wamed that otherwise Ireland could
fall *into the hands of the IMF* .

Celtic Tiger no more

It was not supposed to be like this.
Ircland was said to be the neo-liberal
success story, with a year-on-year GNP
growth between 1994 and 2000 ranging
between 6% and 11%, transforming the
country from one of the poorest econ-
omies in Western Europe to one of the
richest. The ‘Celtic Tiger’, as it became
known, raised Irish living standards to
unprecedented levels: everyone was
supposed to be basking in the success.

economy in GDP terms, about twice
the typical share in other advanced
economics. Between 2000 and 2007,
75,000 new homes were built every
year: with a population of just over
four million, this was equivalent (o
1.2 million houses a year in British
terms. Between 1997 and 2007, house
prices rose by 251% — double that of
the US and higher than any other
developed nation.” According to The
Economist almost a third of this
increase had no basis in economic
reality.

The Trish population grew as a
baby boom took place alongside an

budget from December to October.
Among the measures were more taxa-
tion and privatisation. Particularly af-
fected were pensioners. Until then,
everyone aged 70 or over had been
entitled to free medical, dental and
optical treatment. The budget pro-
posed to introduce a means-tested sys-
tem. Over 20,000 people on the Pen-
sioners Medical Card scheme were
forced to hand back their cards. The
government also abandoned a €0 mil-
lion scheme to vaccinate 26,000 12-
year-olds against cervical cancer by
September 2009

Thousands have already protested

| of the state in 1922. In October 2008,  has introduced a number of measures Fuelled by bank lending, house prices influx of foreign workers who, across Ireland against public sector
‘ it became the first country in the all of which have so far failed. In the and property speculation reached mas-  assisted by European integration, cuts, including a march of 100,000 in
Eurozone to officially enter reces- past year, two budgets forced strict cut-  sively over-inflated highs, flocked to Ireland to work in the Dublin in February. On 7 April 2009

sion; the IMF has said it faces the
deepest crisis of any advanced econ-
omy in the world. The resulting soc-
ial and political crisis now threatens
the very stability of the state.

In the first quarter of 2009 Irish
Gross National Product (GNP) was
down 12% on the previous year,' The
2009 budget deficit stands at €8bn.
Figures released in September by the
Central Statistics Office reveal that
unemployment has more than doubled
in the past year to 264,600 or 11.6%?
and is forecast to rise to almost 17%
in 2010. The Economic and Social
Research Institute predicted in April
2009 that ‘Ireland’s economy will
contract by around 14% over the three
years 2008 to 2010...this is a truly

backs on public spending whilst in-
creasing taxation. In January, the gov-
ernment nationalised Anglo Irish Bank
and injected €bn into the country’s two
biggest lenders, the Bank of Ireland and
Allied Insh Banks. That recapitalisa-
tion — the equivalent of 4% of GDP
barely filled the hole in the banks’
books.

A new plan, set out in September
by Brian Lenihan, the Irish finance
minister, proposes to take bad loans
with a face value of about €7 billion
off the balance-sheets of the country’s
biggest banks and create a new
agency, the National Asset Manage-
ment Agency (NAMA), to take over
toxic loans in exchange for 64bn in
government-backed bonds. In August

From 1956, successive Irish gov-
emments had pursued low taxation
policies in a bid to increase invest-
ment and open up the economy to the
international market. In 1973 Ireland
joined the European Union. By the
late 1980s political barriers were
relaxed: Ireland was for sale and for-
eign direct investment on a greater
scale began. Between 1998 and 2002,
foreign direct investment stock rose
from less than 60bn to over €60bn;
more recently, €5bn flowed into the
country in 2007 alone.

Housing: the great
collapse

Prior to the collapse, house building
represented around 12% of the Irish

construction sector. Trish builders had
so much work they simply had not
enough workers, The boom also
fuelled Sinn Fein illusions in a peace-
ful, almost seamless, transition to-
wards an all-Ireland economy. It had
a significant impact on the north:
in 2006 house prices in the Six
Counties rose by 48%. However, in
2008, as the bubble burst, prices fell
by 40%. while in the Twenty Six
Counties the average house price has
fallen by 10% in the past year to
270,493

Attack on living standards:
resistance appears

Faced with financial crisis, the Irish
government brought forward its 2008

the Irish government announced new
cuts in state spending. These have
inevitably resulted in further resist-
ance and political instability. a

1 Central Statistics Office, Dublin, Quarterly
National Accounts, Quarter 1 2009,
http://www.cso.ie/releasespublications/
documents/economy/current/qna.pdf
Central Statistics Office, Dublin, Quarterly
National Household Survey Quarter 2 2009
http://www.cso.ie/releases
publications/documents/labour_market/
current/qnhs.pdf

The Economist 5 April 2008

4 http://www.esri.ie/irish_economy/
permanent_tsbesri_house_p/

South Africa

Liberation betrayed

pening. Most of Mandela’s fellow
prisoners, like Walter Sisulu and
Govan Mbeki, from whom he was
now separated, and certainly the local
leadership in the UDF, were kept in
the dark. On the government’s side,
the chief negotiators were Kobie

talks if they knew about them.
Reporting back to his brothers in
the Broederbond, Wimpie de Klerk
wrote: ‘The essence of my message
was “Look boys, everything is OK.
We can do business with the ANC.
They are not that radical.”™ Allister

E&; Coetsee, Minister of Justice, and Niel  Sparks, journalist and another partici-
[+ pant in the Reunion programme, recol-
R ) PR LR p lects in his book of 1994.* ‘one after-
CAROL BRICKLEY S ‘ : ’ & Tagey noon in January 1990, as the parti-

cipants gathered in the bar for a sun-
downer, the conversation turned to the
international sports boycott against
South Africa and specifically to a
series of demonstrations then disrupt-
ing a boycott breaking tour of South
Africa by an English cricket team led
by the England Test captain, Mike
Gatting. One of the Afrikaners asked

Next year, on 11 February 2010, will
be the 20th anniversary of the re-
lease of Nelson Mandela from prison
in South Africa and the start of
negotiations between the African
National Congress (ANC) and the
apartheid regime which culminated,
in 1994, in the first democratic elec-
tions that brought the ANC to

e
¢

power and made Mandela Presi-
dent. BBC Radio 4 recently broad-
cast The Reunion, a programme to
celebrate the release of Nelson
Mandela. The main participants in
secret talks between the ANC and
the apartheid regime prior to
Mandela’s release were invited to
reminisce. This broadcast raised
many issues about the role of the
ANC. It is time to look back at the
aspirations the black majority in
South Africa had for freedom 20
years ago and measure how success-
ful they have been.

Their struggle was a long one, span-
ning most of the 20th century.
Thousands of people were killed in a
bitter bloody battle to win liberation,
not least at Sharpeville in 1960 and
Soweto in 1976. Throughout the
1980s the black working class esca-
lated their opposition to apartheid in
the mines, factories and townships,
built new representative organisations
like the United Democratic Front
(UDF) to lead their struggle on the
ground, with the aim of making South
Africa ungovernable. In 1986 in Alex-
andra township near Johannesburg the
residents defended their community
against attempts to demolish it: the
local councillors were sacked, street
committees and people’s courts were
formed. The regime trembled as the

Student protest, Soweto 1976

pressure against the apartheid regime
was mounting (with the memorable
exception of the British government
led by Margaret Thatcher). Inter-
national capital was feeling the pres-
sure: reform of the apartheid system
would be preferable to an intensifica-
tion of repression and resistance.
Apartheid had become an obstacle to
the business of profit-making.

This was a watershed. Like at all
critical turning points in history, move-
ments and people reveal their real class
interests and intentions. In the history
of working class struggle there are
many examples, good and bad — on the
one hand, the capitulation of the
Second International to the interests of
their national bourgeoisies at the out-
break of the First World War; the fail-
ure of the Labour Party and trade union
movement to block Britain’s role in the
invasion of Irag in 2003; on the other
hand, the determination of unarmed

South African government began secret
talks with Nelson Mandela in prison. It
is not clear what they hoped to achieve,
and it is by no means certain that they
knew themselves. What is clear is that,
over the next five years, Mandela was
moved to progressively better prison
conditions, ending up in the deputy
governor’s cottage at Victor Verster
prison, with its own swimming pool
and gym. This is not, however, a simple
question of buying collaboration.

The regime may have thought it
could recruit Mandela to play a role
similar to ‘tribal’ leaders like Mango-
suthu Buthelezi, but Mandela was
made of sterner stuff. What did hap-
pen was that, over time, the aims of
the ANC were revised and moderated
in secret. The goal of liberation, ex-
pressed at its simplest in the 1956
Freedom Charter, was watered down
t0 the achievement of majority rule ~

to the _Rm)uion

Bamard, director of the National Intel-
ligence Service (formerly BOSS).

The BBC Radio 4 programme, The
Reunion. brought together the chief
players in another set of secret talks
being held in Britain from November
1987 to May 1990, hosted by the multi-
national company Consolidated Gold-
fields in a stately home near Bath. The
main participants on the South African
side were Willie Esterhuyse, an Afrik-
aner academic who reported back to Niel
Bamard, and various other members of
the Afiikaner Broederbond, including
the brother of FW de Klerk (elected
South African President in 1989). For the
ANC the main participants were Aziz
Pahad, Thabo Mbeki (South African
President 1999-2008) and Jacob Zuma
(current South African President).

Readers who would like to sample
the flavour of treachery, should listen
gramme (available

and

Mbeki, “Why don’t you chaps stop all
that nonsense? All we want to do is
watch cricket.” This triggered a discus-
sion of the boycott, during which it was
suggested. .. that they should negotiate
an agreement — to stop the demonstra-
tions in exchange for abandoning the
second leg of the Gatting tour, follow-
ing which the ANC undertook that if a
political solution to the South African
conflict were reached it would give its
full support to South Africa’s re-entry
into interational cricket.”

The small treachery against anti-
apartheid demonstrators internationally
— among whom the Revolutionary
Communist Group is proud to have fea-
tured — is insignifant compared to the
bigger picture. The future of an entire
nation has been sold out. Bourgeois
democracy over the last 16 years in
South Africa has created a small black
bourgeoisie and a black political elite,
entrenched in the corruption that
accompanies treachery like the stench
that follows a corpse. South Africa has
the second highest HIV/ AIDS infection
rate in the world thanks to the backward
leadership of Thabo Mbeki. Johannes-
burg is the crime capital of the world.
Despite being the richest country in
Africa, unemployment stands at about
25% and has barely changed since the
apartheid era. The black majority still
lives in shanty townships in dire
poverty with no hope of change. The
majority of the land is still owned by

‘white people. What the ANC negotiated
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Palestine: UN accuses
Israel of war crimes

Following a number of investigations and reports into Israel's barbaric 22-day

onslaught on Gaza that ended on
on 15 September. The report states that Israe

damning official report

actions amounting to war crimes and possibly crimes aga
that Israel's operations ‘were carefully planned in all their phas

disproportionate attack designed to p

population’. Israel's military

whole'. It found that, contrary to Israeli denials,
fired at a UN compound in Gaza. BOB SHEPHERD reports.

Gazan reconstruction
‘impossible’ ;
The UN investigation, led by Justice
Richard Goldstone. accused Israel of
imposing a blockade on Gaza “amount-
ing to collective punishment’ c_nmcq
out as part of a ‘systematic ptﬂru‘)' of
progressive isolation and deprivation
of the Gaza Strip® in the run up to the
onslaught. This Israeli policy, sup-
ported by Britain and the US, continues
to this day, so that cight months after
the end of the onslaught the UN report
states that *families are still living amid
the rubble of their former homes after
the attacks ended, as reconstruction has
been impossible due to the continuing
blockade’.

While being forced to concentrate
on Israel’s ‘serious violations of inter-
national human rights and humanitar-
ian law” by the fact that Israel’s war
machine killed over 1,400 Palestin-
1ans, including approximately 400
children, the report also inevitably
attempts to equate Palestinian resist-
ance with the Israeli occupation and
onslaught. It condemns the Palestinian
resistance in Gaza for firing rockets
into Israel. Ezzet Al Resheq, a politi-
cal leader of Hamas in Gaza, wel-
comed the report but condemned the
equation of the actions of the occupied
and the occupier. He said that if the
UN was condemning the firing of
rockets into non-military areas, then
‘we tell them to give us advanced
weapons that could be guided, and we
will guarantee that only military tar-
gets will be targeted’!

The report concludes that both the
Isracli and Palestinian authorities in
Gaza should investigate the allegations
of war crimes and report to the UN
Security Council within six months. If

this does not happen, then the Security
Council should refer the situation in
Gaza to the Prosecutor of the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC). How-
ever, it is clear that the US and Britain

operation

18 January 2009, the UN published its own

1 ‘committed

inst humanity’ in Gaza and
es as a deliberately

unish, humiliate and terrorise a civilian

swas directed at the people of Gaza as a
white phosphorus shells had been

Israeli phosphorus shells strike a UN school in Gaza in Janary z

would use their vetoes on the Security
Council in favour of Israel and to pre-
vent any possible trial. They would of
course have no such scruples for mem-
bers of the Hamas administration in
Gaza.

Plight of Gazans remains
desperate

The continuing desperate situation for
the people of Gaza was spelled out in
the Ramadan appeal for funds put out
in August by the UN Relief and Works
Agency. Its press release states:

‘Seven months after the Israeli Op-
eration Cast Lead and three years into a
stifling siege, life for the one million
refugees in Gaza — 70% of the pop-
ulation — is characterised by chronic
unemployment, infrequent access to
power and water, health hazards stem-
ming from inadequate sewage system,
and sub-standard housing with thou-
sands living in tents or the rubble of
their former homes, dispossessed of all
earthly belongings.’

No reconstruction has taken place.
Of the billions pledged for reconstruc-
tion, nothing has reached Gaza. The
ban placed by the Israelis on the entry

.

qf construction materials for all but a
tiny fraction of needs has blocked any
large scale reconstruction, and sev-
erely hampered even modest repairs to
housing, schools, factories and roads.
Only a fraction of the hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars raised in public cam-
paigns during the war has reached the
refugees.

Gazan water supplies
critical

The day before the UN report into
Israeli war crimes was published, an-
other UN department, the UN Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP), issued its
own report on the impending collapse
of underground water supplies in Gaza.
The underground aquifer is the sole
water source for Gaza'’s population of
approximately 1.5 million people, but
only 5-10% of the water is considered
fit for human consumption. Due to a
number of reasons which include the
deliberate destruction of the system by
Israeli military action, regional drought
and over-extraction brought about in
part by Israel drawing water, the aqui-
fer has become contaminated by seawa-
ter, sewage and toxin-contaminated

agricultural overflow. This 1s inevitably
affecting the health of people, particu-
larly the young and the sick; Munther
Shoblak, from Gaza's Coastal Muni-
cipalities Water Utility, says ‘we have
noticed an increase in people suffering
from kidney diseases from water con-
taminated with toxins, as well as babies
born with an unnatural blue tinge’

The UNEP report states ‘Gaza's
underground water system is in danger
of collapse after recent conflict com-
pounded by years of overuse and cont-
amination’. During Isracl’s onslaught
on Gaza it is estimated that about $6m
worth of damage was caused to major
water and sanitation infrastructure that
was already in a serious state of disre-
pair due to the siege. Over 30km of
water networks were damaged or
‘[L‘SPF“NI by the Israeli military, in
addition to 11 wells operated by the
water authorities. More than 6,000
roof tanks and 840 household connec-
tions were also damaged, There is an
urgent need for cement, pipes, pumps,
transformers and clectrical spare parts
to repair and replace the water and
sewage systems. Some 1,250 tons of
cement are currently needed for the
repair of water storage tanks alone but
Israel’s blockade continues to prevent
cement from being brought into Gaza.

UNEP estimates that more than
$1.5bn may be needed over 20 years
to restore the aquifer back to health:
‘unless the degradation trend is re-
versed now, damage could take cen-
turies to reverse’.

West Bank

During September George Mitchel],
the ( 19 envoy to the Middle Fast, made
a number of visits to lsrael in gn
unsuccessful attempt to get the lsrael;
Prime Minister Netanyahu to agree 1
ze on settlement constri tion in

n fre

the West Bank. This is seen as a pre.
condition to restarting the peace negy.
tiations between Abbas and Netanyahy
which the imperialists would like ¢
see back on track. Abbas, though,
needs some gesture from Israel 1o
allow him to resume talks: the contin

ued expansion of settlements in the
West Bank is undermining all the
arguments being put forward by Abbes
and his Fatah allies in favour of peace
negotiations and the eventual forma-
tion of a Palestinian state in the Wes
Bank and East Jerusalem
The last round of talks between
Mitchell and the Israeli Defence Min-
ister Barak on stopping settlement con-
struction in July (see FRFI 209) had
seen Barak agree to demolish 23 so-
called illegal outposts in the West
Bank. Unsurprisingly, not one of them
had been demolished by the time these
new discussions started. At the begin-
ning of September Netanyahu and
Barak authorised the construction of
455 new housing units in settlements
across the West Bank including what is
in reality a new settlement, Maskiyot,
in the Jordan Valley. This followed on
from their decision to go ahead with the
completion of 2,500 units already under
construction. Netanyahu refused to
agree to any freeze. The most he would
consider was a temporary freeze for six
months which would not include the
units under construction or approved,
or any building activity in East
Jerusalem. By the time Abbas and
Netanyahu met US President Obama on
22 September, it was evident that the
imperialists were no further forward in
forcing through a deal. [ ]

Isolate

Palestinian state on the 1967 borders'.

spotlight.

Following the Zionists’ murderous assault on Gaza, the intemational campaign to
isolate Israel has taken some steps forward:

e In Brazil the Parliamentary Commission on Foreign Relations and National
Defence has recommended that parliament should not ratify the Free Trade
Agreement between Mercosur and Israel until ‘Israel accepts the creation of the

* In Canada at the Toronto International Film Festival film make{s, aptors ar_1d
academics condemned the Festival for showcasing Tel Aviv in its city-to-city

In Britain the TUC, although equating the armed resistance of the Palestinian
people with the barbarism of the Israeli occupation and then condemning both,
voted to support a boycott of goods produced in Israeli settiements in the West
Bank and called for an end to all arms trade with Israel.

What the TUC decision amounts to, given its complete inability to organise a strug-
gle against the Labour government, will be very litle. FRF therefore urges its readers
fo join it in building a real movement in solidarity with the Palestinian people that calls
for the complete isolation of the racist Israeli state and a boycott of all Israeli goods —
see page 14 for details of Marks and Spencer pickets in London and elsewhere.

Israel

Zionist settlements: ethnic cleansing

ommitted to its colonial

project, Israel has destroyed

any prospect of a viable

Palestinian state in the West
Bank. Since 1967, it has been
employing brutal colonial policies in
the Occupied Territories to change
the demography of the West Bank
and East Jerusalem. Up to late
December 2008, it had built 233
colonial settlements in the Occupied
Territories, which are now home to
497,500 settlers.

In March 2009, the Israeli group
Peace Now revealed in a report on set-
tlements that Israel is planning to
build more than 73,302 housing units
for settlers, of which 5,722 are in East
Jerusalem. Peace Now estimates that
if all these units were built, it would
double the number of Israeli settlers.
The report says that some settlements,
including the two largest, Ariel and
Ma’aleh Adumim, would double in

size. These settlements already con-
sume more than 80% of West Bank
water, and their further expansion
would in reality mean the destruction
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of the Palestinian agricultural econ-

omy.
Palestinians in Jerusalem are fac-
ing a threat to their existence. A report

published by the UN office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
in May 2009 reveals that about 60,000
Palestinian residents face the threat of
having their houses demolished as
Israel refuses to give them building
permits.

Since its occupation in 1967, the
Jerusalem municipality has granted only
4,000 building permits to its 270,000
Palestinian residents. On 2 August
2009, three families of 53 Palestinian
refugees were forcibly evicted from
their houses in the prestigious neigh-
borhood of Sheikh Jarrah at Sam. The
houses are a stone’s throw from the
American Colony, where Tony Blair,
as the Quartet’s Middle East Peace
Envoy, has his offices, and very close
to many UN offices, European and
American Consulates, including that of
Britain. The special security units
which broke into the houses made way
for racist settlers to take over.

The Palestinians thrown on to the
streets were determined to stay put
outside their houses, despite being
harassed by settlers guarded by the

police. Two families took shelter
under the olive tree on the other side
of the street and another built a protest
tent. The families are still there and
are determined to remain until they
can return to their homes. Amal,
whose house is among the remaining
24 houses in the neighbourhood which
are threatened with eviction, made a
plea for international solidanty: “With
the complete silence of the interna-
tional community, the Islamic world
and local people...what we are expe-
riencing in Sheikh Jarrah is ethnic
cleansing. It is not only about Sheikh
Jarrah but the whole of East Jeru-
salem...Where are the leaders?
Where is the European Union? Where
on carth do people have to have
permits to get to their own houses,
their own neighbourhood?... We are
human beings — where is the solidar-
ity? Enough with silence... all we
have is our strong will and steadfast-
ness, but that is not enough.”

No to ethnic cleansing!
Disband the settlements!
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Imperialist propaganda
cannot mask paralysis

The imperialists intended the 20 August presidential elections to give a cloak of legitimacy
to the Afghan government and their forces’ occupation of the country, but the outcome
has further undermined the credibility of both. Ballots from over 600 polling stations have
been quarantined and there are 720 major charges of electoral fraud. President Karzai is
exposed as a cheat. In September US General Stanley McChrystal's report to the
Pentagon on the situation in Afghanistan was leaked; it describes a failing military
endgavour, a corrupt government without popular support and time running out fast for
the invaders. Despite deploying extra troops and launching intensive campaigns over the
summer, the occupying forces have been fought to a standstill. On 21 September the
217th British soldier was killed in Afghanistan since 2001; more than in the Iraq war. In
August 77 NATO troops were killed, and by 21 September a further 55 were dead. Many
more Afghan people were killed. The US and British states are on the road to disaster in
Afghanistan. JIM CRAVEN and TREVOR RAYNE report.

y means of their superior fire
power, the imperialists had hoped
to clear arcas of Taliban and
other anti-occupation forces. The
plan was to hold these areas while push-
ing back the Taliban still further so that
the cleared “oil spots’ gradually spread
and coalesced into larger regions under
imperialist control, a tactic sometimes
called “clear, hold, build’. The anti-
occupation forces, however, are guer-
rilla fighters, able to withdraw from
conflict whenever they consider the
enemy too strong. They can simply melt
back into the mountains or the villages
and people from whom they receive
support and later direct their attacks
elsewhere. When some British troops
were pulled out of Sangin in the sum-
mer to join Operation Panther’s Claw in
Helmand, the Taliban redirected attacks
to Sangin, killing 14 British soldiers in
five weeks. Even when the imperialist
forces are able to engage and kill the
anti-occupation forces there is a supply
of recruits ready to replace their lost
fighters. In a remarkable interview in
The Times, a Welsh Guards officer
spoke openly of the physical and psy-
chological pressures of fighting in
Afghanistan, the officer said. ‘“They (the
Taliban) come back undaunted to the
same firing points despite our over-
whelming fire power. We will not be
able to reduce their numbers to a level
where they are tactically defeated.’

The imperialists do not have suffi-
cient forces to control areas they do
capture. They need the support of tribal
leaders and the local people. But local
leaders often prove unreliable allies,
ready to switch allegiances, either for
safety or to line their pockets. And
among the Afghan people support for
the Taliban is widespread, many find-
ing them preferable to the corrupt and
incompetent Afghan government. Polls
demonstrate that more than half the
Afghan population is now opposed to
the imperialist occupation. In Pakistan
nearly two-thirds of people polled
regarded the US as an enemy.

Movement paralysed

Having to constantly switch between
one battle zone and the next, to defend
ground and pursue the enemy, the
imperialists depend on rapid move-
ment of their inadequate resources
together with maintaining the lines of
communication and supply that such
movement demands. The anti-occupa-
tion forces have paralysed this move-
ment by the simple expedient of
improvised explosive devices (IEDs)
— mines and booby-trapped bombs. At
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“

Afghan women in Kabul protest against the new family law, 15 April 2009

times, US/NATO convoys are reduced
to a snail’s pace because they must be
preceded by bomb detection teams
working on foot. Many of the recent
casualties have been caused by IEDs
that weren’t found. Speaking of these
horrific deaths the Welsh Guard said,
*Each death is zipped up in a mental
body bag. However, unlike a real body
bag, which fortunately disappears,
that mental body bag remains in the
morgue of your subconscious.’

Mentally paralysed

More airpower would help overcome
these problems for the imperialist forces,
but they do not have enough helicopters.
Because of equipment shortages, troops
expend an enormous number of hours
and manpower just standing still. In an
army where recruits are led to expect
their superior armaments will ensure
easy victories and rapid advances, such
impotence is bound to undermine
morale, It appears the imperialist troops
are becoming psychologically as well as
physically paralysed. As Mao pointed
out, in guerrilla warfare the mindset of
the enemy, not weaponry, is the deter-
mining factor for victory.

Air strikes have increased since
President Obama took office, but they
carry with them further problems for
the imperialist strategy. Indiscriminate
bombings have massacred thousands of
Afghan civilians and become a major
source of opposition to the occupation.
On 4 September, 119 people, including
scores of children and other civilians
were killed in a fireball when a German
commander called in US F-15 fighters
to attack two hijacked oil tankers in
Kunduz. The Guardian described it
the ‘deadliest military

Germany since the end of the Second
World War’. President Karzai said,
‘What an error of judgment’! Overall,
civilian casualties increased by 25%
during the first six months of this year.
An estimated 30,000 Afghan civilians
have been killed so far.

General McChrystal intends the oc-
cupation forces to change strategy and
fight a counter-insurgency war with
‘less armour and less distance from the
population... personnel must be seen
as guests of the Afghan people and
their government, not an occupying
army’. The concept of US and NATO
armies being ‘guests’ would be laugh-
able if it were not so tragic. Anti-occu-
pation forces will exploit any attempt
by the occupiers to get close to the
population and will use civilians to
move material, as the Vietnamese did
against the US. The occupiers will be
very visible and their opponents close
to invisible to them. McChrystal wants
the Afghan Army and Police Forces
(ANSF) to more than double in size,
quickly. This is absurd as a central plank
of strategy given the composition and
corruption of the puppet state with its
shifting coalition of warlords; it will
not function in a unified, coherent way
and will galvanise forces against it.

War propaganda and
electoral farce

With the almost weekly return of dead
servicemen and women, the failure to
make military progress and the ongo-
ing criticism of equipment and strat-
egy, support for the war is dmn:lil‘xpns

Consequently, the imperialist propa-
ganda machine has gone into over-

drive. The returning dead are lauded as
heroes whose deaths must not be in
vain ~ ‘the old lie’ ~ so more young
people must die, whose death in turn
must be honoured by still more deaths

Attempts to present the war as a
means of bringing democracy to the
country are patently ludicrous. The
presidential election in August, de-
scribed by the Afghan woman MP

Malalai Joya as a ‘show... put on by
and for the West to legitimise its future
puppet in Afghanistan’, is a propa-
ganda nightmare. 100,000 occupying
troops and 180,000 Afghan army and
police were unable to prevent attacks
by the anti-occupation forces right into
the heart of Kabul, even firing mortars
at the Presidential Palace. Anyone
opposed to the occupation was not
able to stand for election
To bolster his support, President
Karzai invited home from exile in Tur-
key the brutal Uzbek warlord Rashid
Dostum, who is alleged to have mur-
dered 1,000 Taliban captives in 2001
by incarcerating them in metal ship-
ping containers placed in the baking
sun. One of Karzai's vice-presidents
clect is Mohammed Fahim, suspected
of murdering prisoners of war in the
1990s, together with kidnappings and
other crimes. Karzai also promised
jobs to several other warlords guilty of
multiple human rights abuses. His elec-
toral adviser was Abdul Sayyaf, the
man who first invited Osama bin
Laden to Afghanistan. Karzai’s brother,
Ahmed, himself a leading drugs baron,
toured Kandahar offering local leaders
$20,000 to support Karzai. On 17
September the ballot, in which about
one third of the clectorate participated,
gave Karzai 54.6% and former foreign
minister Abdullah Abdulla 27%; a can-
didate needs 50% of the votes to be
declared outright winner. Abdullah Ab-
dulla threatened street demonstrations
‘like those in Iran, only with Kalash-
nikovs’, if Karzai was declared the
winner. The US government announced
that it would wait until the investiga-
tion of claims of fraud was completed
before acknowledging a victor or deter-
mining whether a second round of vot-
ing should take place.

Women'’s barbaric
treatment
After eight years of imperialist occu-
pation conditions remain grim for the
Afghan people with among the worst
poverty, illiteracy, health, infant mor-
tality and malnutrition in the world.
But life for Afghan women is even
worse. 85% of them have no formal
education. According to Women for
Women International, 80% of Afghan
women are affected by domestic vio-
lence, almost half are forced into mar-
riage before the age of 16 (some as
young as nine) and 47% say they need
their husband’s or family’s permission
to walk down the street. Where
women are allowed to work, their
wages are just one third of men’s. In
rural areas, up to 90% of women have
no health care. Life expectancy is 44
years. The maternal mortality rate is
between 1,600 and 1,900 deaths per
hundred thousand live births, which
means one Afghan woman dies in
childbirth every 30 minutes. In areas
controlled by the Taliban there are
reports that girls are not allowed to
attend school nor women to work and
that there are severe punishments for
women who contravene Sharia law.
Probably the most abhorrent aspect
of Karzai’s election campaign was his
agreement to pass the Personal Status
Law to placate Shia religious leaders.
The law legitimises rape. It allows
Shia men to deny their wives food and
sustenance if the women don’t submit
to the men’s sexual demands and it
permits rapists to avoid prosecution by
paying ‘blood money’. The law also

going out of the house. The law contra-
dicts the so-called Afghan constitution
and international treaties that Afghani-
stan is supposed to be party to.

Giiven the vacuity of any claim to
be bringing democracy and human

rights to Afghanistan, the imperialist
propaganda machine has returned to
the theme of preventing terrorism at
home in order to justify its war
Gordon Brown spoke of ‘a chain of
terror linking Afghanistan  and
Pakistan to the streets of Britain® and
President Obama told a recent meet-
ing of the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
‘If left unchecked, the Taliban insur-
gency will mean an even larger safe
haven from which Al Qaeda would

plot to kill more Americans.” Of
course, even if there were any truth in
these claims, they beg the question
why the people of the Middle East and
Central Asia would want to hit back at
the US and Britain. Hardly surprising,
while the imperialists continue to
attack, occupy and exploit their coun-
tries. General Sir Richard Dannatt,
until recently head of the British army,
supported the anti-terrorism excuse
for the war, despite previously point-
ing out that the majority of the anti-
occupation fighters were not terrorists
but sons and brothers from Afghan
and Pakistani families killed and dam-
aged by the war. Former major Eric
Joyce, a parliamentary aid to Labour
Defence Secretary Bob Ainsworth,
resigned his post in September saying
the war in Afghanistan has nothing to
do with the defence of Britain against
terrorism and called for a timetable for
troop withdrawal.

Strategic commitment

The imperialists show no signs of

pulling out. Afghanistan is crucial to
them as a strategic centre for dominat-
ing the region and for access to the oil
rich Caucasus. General Dannatt said
British troops face at least five more
years of intense fighting. He and his
successor, General David Richards,
have spoken of a ‘commitment’ to Af-

ghanistan for 40 years — could there be a

greater indictment of the entire enter-
prise? They want 2,000 more British
troops in the country. US commander
General McChrystal wants 30,000 more
US troops. Speaking to the US Veterans
of Foreign Wars, President Obama
boasted that he would maintain
increased military spending and revamp
the US military to better serve US
global domination: ‘We need to keep
our military the best trained, the best
led, the best equipped fighting force in
the world... and that’s why we've in-
creased the size of the army and the
Marine Corps two years ahead of sched-
ule.” The new military would be
designed to respond to multiple con-
flicts simultaneously, be lighter, more
high-tech and ready to deploy quickly
all over the world.

In stark contrast, the US military
and NATO appear ever-more bogged-
down and futile in Afghanistan and
their credibility is being strained. Dis-
enchantment is reflected among lead-
ing US Democratic Party members and
the NATO allies; some are seeking an
exit strategy. The US government has
said it will assess McChrystal’s pro-
posed strategy before posting more
troops. The Netherlands and Canada
have said respectively that they will
reduce and pull their troops out soon.
The spectre of the humiliation in
Vietnam still haunts Washington. In
carly September British Prime Mini-
ster Brown, French President Sarkozy
and German Chancellor Merkel called
for an international conference to
transfer responsibility for the war on
Afghanistan to the United Nations. As
the ground gives way bencath the
occupation armies in Afghanistan, so
divisions within the ruling classes and
between the imperialist powers are
likely to increase; a substantial anti-
war movement could then be decisive
in ending this carnage — but it still
does not exist, neither in Britain nor
the US. ]
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opular demand for health-

carc reform was onc of the

reasons Barack Obama was

clected President of the

United States last year. Now
the time has come to deliver on the
promises — and it tumns out somcthing
rather different from healthcare re-
form is going on. Anyone in Britain
watching the US hcalthcare “debate’
might be forgiven for believing that
US politics has become completely
mentally unhinged. While the right
wing certainly is using some very dis-
turbed and ignorant people, that’s not
the root of the problem. Far from the
healthcare issue being a battle of san-
ity versus lunacy, or the people versus
Capital, what is happening is largely
an argument within the capitalist
class.

The failures of the US healthcare
system are well known — 45 million
people have no health coverage;
somewhere between 20,000 and
100,000 people die annually as a
result of screw-ups in the “carc’ they
receive; half of all bankruptcies are
caused by illness or medical bills,
Although the US is first in the world
on health expenditure per head, the
World Health Organization ranks it
14th in male life expectancy, 23rd in

male infant mortality and 37th in over-
all health system performance.*
Today, the US healthcare industry has
grown to 16% of the country’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) — about $2.1
trillion. This is up to twice the share
compared to other imperialist coun-
tries with universal health schemes.
On its own, this would make the US
healthcare industry the rival of Italy
for seventh largest economy in the
world, and amounts to the entire
annual income of the combined popu-
lation of South Asia and sub-Saharan
Africa. It is estimated that it will grow
to 20% by 2015. At this rate by 2050
halfthe US working population will be
providing healthcare to the other half.
How did things get this way? The
modem history of United States’
healthcare begins during the Second
World War. In order to help pay for
the war, wage rates were frozen for
the duration. As a result, in order to
attract scarce skilled labour, capitalists
competed by offering benefits in kind,
notably healthcare insurance. After the
war, this became institutionalized in a
deal between the better-off unionized
skilled workers — the labour aristoc-
racy - and the bigger employers which
provided for collectively-bargained
health plans. Inevitably, these plans
were extended to cover similar non-
union workers. These kinds of plans
were, at that time, both politically nec-
essary in order to bribe the labour aris-
tocracy and economically possible
thanks to high rates of profit for US
capitalism which emerged triumphant
from the war. This set the trend for
healthcare down to the present.

In addition to private healthcare, the
US Government Veterans Health
Administration provides coverage to
past and present military personnel.
The other major statc health pro-
grammes are Medicaid and Medicare,
both introduced in 1965. Medicare
provides healthcare for over 65s;
Medicaid provides healthcare for lim-
ited groups of poor people: children,
pregnant mothers, parents of eligible
children, and the disabled, provided
they are US citizens or legal residents.

Contradictions of capitalist
healthcare

How come, despite under the suppos-
edly super-efficient discipline of the
market, capitalist healthcarc is so
expensive, compared to state-supplied
healthcare? Healthcare constitutes part
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Demonstrators outside the White House, Washington DG

of the value of labour-power, even
when paid by the employer. When
healthcare is supplied directly, pro-
vided by the state, its value includes
the cost of buildings, equipment, sup-
plies and the wages of health workers.
But when supplied privately, it also
includes surplus-value — the capital-
ists’ profit—and the charge for private
healthcare provision is therefore in-
herently more expensive.

Under a universal healthcare
scheme, the state can pay all the costs
directly. But when healtheare is pro-
vided privately, it must inevitably be
provided via an insurance scheme, in
order to even out differences in serv-
ices used between individual members
and over time. This is not just an in-
surance fund, but capitalist insurance,
which, again, must make a profit and
is part of the whole mechanism of
finance capital. So, on top of the
actual costs of healthcare, and the
providers’ profits, the profits of the
insurance companies have to be inclu-
ded as well.

But the escalation of costs does not
end there. The insurance companies,
to increase profits, must cut costs by
minimizing the provision of services,
and maintain an army of workers ded-
icated to finding flaws in claims so
they can be denied. The degrec of
bureaucracy beggars belicf and poi-
sons the healthcare system to its roots:
the average doctor's surgery has a
small army of clerical workers to fill
out the hundreds of different forms.
The system is so complicated that col-
leges offer onc-year courses in med-
ical billing! The result is that adminis-
trative costs eat up 30% of healthcare
spending in the private sector com-
pared to around 4.5% for the state
Medicare scheme.

The inherent waste and expense of
capitalist healthcare extends to medi-
cines. The pharmaceutical industry,
which under a state scheme would have
to negotiate prices with a single buyer,
is faced with hundreds of private plans
and can largely charge whatever price
it wants. For example, a course of
Lanzoprasol, widely used as a pastric
secretion-reducing medicine, costs
$329 in the US and $9 in Europe.

Since there is little interest in pre-
ventative healthcare — who is to pay
for it? — the system virtually guaran-
tees unnecessary suffering. Condi-
tions which could be prevented or
treated quite cheaply early on, are
therefore left to develop into full-
blown illnesses, the costs of which
either have to be met later by a private
healthcare plan, or by the state when
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the uninsured patient finally shows up
at the hospital Emergency Room. In
the worst cases, of course, disability
and death can result.

Healthcare costs are a loss to capi-
talism in general because they reduce
the surplus-value which might other-
wise be pumped out of the working-
class. In addition surplus-value is
diverted away from the capitalists
dircctly engaged in exploitation into
the hands of the insurance companies
and pharmaccutical industry. This
comes at a time when US capitalism is
experiencing a severe decline in the
rate of profit and needs to cut costs.
Yet the same tendency has also led the
insurance companics to increase the
premiums they charge, and pharmna-
ceutical and medical supply compa-
nics to increase their prices.

We have a crisis of healthcare cov-
crage, quality, and costs: everybody
agrees that clearly something has to be
done about this lumbering monstros-
ity. The questions are: what? In whose
interest?

Phoney Reform

There is strong popular support for
reform and the introduction of a gov-
ernment-backed system with broader
coverage — though considerable con-
fusion about what precise shape it
should take. Universal healthcare is
known in the US as a ‘single-payer’
system and there are attempts (o intro-
duce a single-payer healthcare bill in
Congress. But it’s not going to get
anywhere, given that there is no mili-
tant campaign to support it. The US
left has failed to build a movement
in support of healthcare reform. Al-
though it would be demanding reform
within the capitalist system, like the
demand for an 8-hour day, it would
start injecting some class politics into
US political life.

Several competing bills are now on
the table. What the main ones seem o
have in common are:
® Force everyone to purchase private
health insurance, except for the very
poorest who will receive some kind of
second-class coverage.

@ Some form of employer mandate

® Cumbersome, ineffective and bur-
eaucratic ‘solutions’ to containing costs
® Exclusion of  undocumented
workers

® No coverage of abortion

Without an independent alternative,
the legislative struggle has been lefi to
capitalists. And here we see the results
of the contradictions of capitalist
healthcare. Employers’ organizations
are lobbying to avoid an ‘employer

mandate’ in the legislation — a provi-
sion that would make it a legal
requirement that employers pay for
health insurance. Healthcare providers
are frying to avoid mcasures that
would cut into their profits. The
lealthcare insurers are trying to cnsure
that there is no public insurance option
to compete with. Industry groups are
spending staggering sums of moncy to
cosure that US ‘democracy’ does
what’s nccessary: they spent $167.7
million in campaign contributions n
2008 and a further $484.4 million on
lobbying. The ‘teabaggers’ — the vari-
ous vociferous right-wingers who have
been quite cffectively performing their
antics on television news — are just part
of this lobbying initiative. Other facets
have in¢luded spreading the most [udi-
crous distortions about the British
National Health Service and other uni-

US healthcare debate

versal care systems

What we're going to gel, at this
rate, is reform of health insurance to
force everyone to buy this rotten prod-
uct, increasing the market by about 33
million new subscribers; no serious
reform of the healthcare industry,;
racist exclusion of undocumented
workers. Nothing proposed is going to
improve the quality of healthcare;
nothing is going to reduce costs: noth-
ing is going to remove the burcau-
cracy. The only development that can
change this is a mass movement for
real healthcare reform and the intro-
duction of universal healthcare, So far

there are no signs of that happening.
Steve Palmer
US correspondent

* World Health Report 2000, Annex
Tables 1 and 2.
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US interventionist palicies in Latin America
have determined the politics in a region
that the US has always considered to be
its backyard. The people and their leaders
who have dared to challenge Yankee
imperialism have had to pay a high price,
since the US has not hesitated in taking
military action to secure geostrategic con-
trol of the region.

During the second half of the 20th cen-
tury, Cuba was almost alone in its heroic
battle for sovereignty and self-determina-
tion. However, a new era has amived in
Latin America and countries like Vene-

zuela, Bollvia and Ecuador are advancing
with revolutionary anti-imperialist pro-
cesses that, together with Cuba, work
towards reglonal integration without US
control, An example of this Is the removal,
after ten years, of the US military base in
the port of Manta, Ecuador, The govermn-
ment, led by Rafael Carrea, has fulfilled its
promise not to tolerate a US military pres-
ence in Ecuador.

In 1999 the US got the then puppet
Ecuadorian government to sign a humillat-
ing treaty in which the most bellicose and
powerful army in the world could be pres-
ent on Ecuadorian soil. This was part of Its
geopalitical strategy and related to the so-
called Plan Colombia that seeks US mili-
tary control of the region as a stralegic
entry Into the bio-diverse Amazon, its nat-
ural resources, water and the air which
the planet breathes. The pretext for the
base at Manta was supposedly the need to
‘prevent drug trafficking In the area. The

military communication technology equip-
~ment at the base, however, allowed most
otmstmn tn_as}niube monitorad. The
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Demonstration outsida the US Embassy, London, celebrating the closure of the US base

and dimensions of the landing area, were
clearly geared towards launching military
action at any moment. In fact, it is sus-
pected that the base at Manta provided
logistical support to Colombia when it
attacked Ecuador in March 2008.
Official reports indicate that 7,726
monitoring missions were launched from
Manta base in the last ten years, without a
single air attack against drug-traffickers.
This exposes the real role of the base. On
the other hand, the base was ‘successful’
in stopping naval fishing boats and Ecua-
dorian immigrants. Human rights org-
anisations have denounced the intercep-
tion and sinking on the high seas of
dozens of boats by US naval ships and the
disappearance of hundreds of peocple
whose families have no knowledge of
their whereabouts. Responding to the alle-
gations, the US Ambassador stated that
‘the US reserves the right to capture any
vessels of any country in international
waters.' This constitutes a flagrant violation
of the Convention on the Law of the Sea,
which qualifies such actions as piracy.
Ecuadorians around the world are cele-
brating the recovery of their sovereignty
and can look at their future with optimism,
more than ever now that the new consti-
tution declares Ecuador to be a peaceful
territory and categorically prohibits the
presence of forelgn troops. in London, the
Movement of Ecuadorians In the UK
{MERU) organised a symbolic action in
front of the US Embassy to say fo the
pirates 'Hasta la vista Baby!" whilst send-
ing president Corea the revolutionary
message ‘Hasta la victoria siemprel!”
Fidel Narvdez
MERU
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President Zelaya

returns to Honduras

n the night of Sunday 20

September, after two days of

travelling secretly through

the mountains and cnunu‘y.

side of Honduras, elected
President Manuel Zelaya returned to
the capital city of Tegucigalpa. His
appearance in the Brazilian embassy,
6 days after he was ousted in a mili-
1an ..:oup on 28 June and expelled
from the country, has electrified the
mass of the Honduran people who
rushed to surround the embassy before
being forced away by the rubber bul-
Jets and tear gas of the coup regime’s
police and military.

Zelaya's return represents a humili-
ating defeat for US imperialism: for
its intelligence services, who knew
pothing about the plan for his return;
for US Sceretary of State Hillary
Clinton. whose department had given
the coup government facit support,
and for President Obama, who had
been unable to restrain the hawks in
his administration. The Reuters view
that, by opening its door to Zelaya,
Brazil is placing ‘a high-risk bet that
could harm its regional leadership
ambitions” completely misses the
point: had Brazil not done this it
would face marginalisation within the
Organisation of American States and
other groups where the US now holds
little or no sway. As Brazil’s President

President Zelaya addresses the crowd outside the Brazilian Embassy, Honduras

Lula told the UN General Assembly
on 23 September:

‘The international community de-
mands that Mr Zelaya return immedi-
ately to the presidency of his country
and must be alert to ensure the invio-
lability of Brazil's diplomatic mission
in the capital of Honduras.”

Zelaya’s return follows nearly three
months of political struggle by the
mass of the people. As we go to press
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he remains inside the Brazilian
Embassy, while the people continue to
demonstrate their support.

The coup was orchestrated by Hon-
duran businessmen and military lead-
ers and came as a response fo the
growing social movements within
Honduras. Zelaya came into office as
a right-wing politician but was pushed
by the Honduran people to bring in
social reforms and had started to play
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an active role in ALBA, the Boliv-
arian Alliance for the Americas, of
which Honduras was a member. The
benefits of this for the Honduran peo-
ple were literacy campaigns, a 60%
increase in minimum wage and Zela-
ya's proposal for a referendum to ask
Hondurans if they wanted to vote on a
Constituent Assembly to rewrite the
reactionary 1982 Constitution.

The Honduran people reacted
strongly against the coup despite vio-
lent repression. Progressive groups,
activists and other civilians quickly
came together under the banner of the
National Front of Resistance Against
The Coup and began organising pro-
tests in support of Zelaya around the
country. Strikes, human road blocks,
university occupations and marches,
reported to number over halfa million
people, have been met with batons and
tear gas from the military and police.

Before his clandestine return,
Zelaya had already twice been pre-
vented from re-entering the country:
first in a plane which tried to land in
Tegucigalpa Airport and, after that
failed, on foot through the Nicaraguan
border. The coup regime has been
responsible for the murder of at least
nine resistance members, thousands of
arrests of demonstrators and the cen-
sorship of and physical attacks on the
independent media. While Zelaya was

Colombia: a new phase in
US global militarisation

xpelled from its Manta mili-

tary base in Ecuador from

18 September, the US has

reorganised its military infra-

structure in South America so
that Colombia becomes the regional
hub for operations. On 14 August, it
concluded a secret deal with Colom-
bian President Uribe, allowing US
Southern Command the use of seven
military bases — three naval, and two
each for the US air force and army.
South American states immediately
called an emergency meeting of
UNASUR to discuss their response to
this threat to their security.

Military changes

The new agreement increases the 250
US military operatives now officially
in Colombia to 800 plus 600 civilian’
contractors. The Palanquero air base
will support P3 surveillance and E3
carly wamning aircraft, and C17 mili-
tary transports, able to reach across
half the continent without refuelling.
The Puerto Salgar air base will be
capable of receiving more than 2,000
soldiers, its runway will be the longest
in Colombia at 3,500 metres. Three
airplanes will be able to take off
simultaneously. It will have its own
casinos, restaurants, supermarkets,
theatres and hospital.

All of this is part of a build-up of
US military power in the region.
Between April and May 2006, the US
Navy conducted exercises involving
four ships with 60 fighter planes and
6,500 soldiers. The US Fourth Naval
Fleet, disbanded in 1950, was reacti-
vated in 2008, shortly after
Colombia's military incursion into
Ecuador, with ‘responsibility’ for the
Caribbean, Central and South America.

Latin American heads of state at the UNASUR summit in August

In May 2008, US soldiers of the Task
Force ‘New Horizons’ ammived in Peru,
the US’s only other close ally in the
region, under the pretext of humanitar-
jan operations. In October 2008, heavily
armed soldiers from the Task Force with
Chinook helicopters supported 990 US
soldiers in an operation 575 kilometres
southeast of Lima, where the US is
negotiating for a military base. Mean-
while, the US has requested that
Uruguay and Paraguay allow US forces
to operate from bases in the two coun-
tries.

Venezuelan President Chavez is
clear that the US intention in Colombia
is to expand its covert intelligence oper-
ations across the region and contro] nat-
ural resources. The US has already sup-
ported three coups d'etat in Latin
America since 2000: Venezuela in
2002, Haiti in 2004, and most recently,
Honduras.

Despite an initial refusal, Uribe
attended the UNASUR summit hosted
by Argentina on 28 August. Its aim
was to strengthen South America as a
‘peace zone.” During the discussion,
Chavez brandished ‘The White Book

of Aerial Mobility Command and the
Global Strategy of Support Bases of
the United States’ prepared in April
2009 and based on the US’s doctrine
of “‘Global Engagement’. The final
UNASUR statement agreed that its
Defence Council would study it.
Afterwards Chavez said that, ‘The
Colombian representative had the
audacity to excuse themselves for not
presenting the document of agreement
that they have signed with the United
States, saying they couldn't show it
because they needed the permission of
the US government.’ Since the start of
Plan Colombia in 2000, the Colom-
hian army has received $4.35bn, mak-
ing it South America's best equipped
army.,

On 16 September the defence and
foreign ministers of UNASUR agreed
in Quito to exchange military infor-
mation, make their defence spending
transparent, consult about military
activities in border areas, both consult
and cooperate around unanticipated
military action, and fulfil previous
agreements. Uribe rejected the first
three — slavishly saying, ‘Colombia

needs the United States more than the
United States needs Colombia.’! He
objected to President Correa’s motion
at UNASUR asking US President
Obama to explain the agreement.

As far back as 2002, Brazilian army
intelligence identified 6,300 US sol-
diers constructing runways and out-
posts in a militarised ‘belt’ around
Brazil and concluded that this dimin-
ished Brazil's military options, espe-
cially in the Amazonian region. Be-
fore 2004 Latin America was the
region that spent the smallest propor-
tion of its GDP on arms. To fend off
US threats this is changing and coun-
tries are buying arms from non-US
sources: Venezuela, for instance, from
Russia. In 2008 Brazil announced a
new defence strategy and has negoti-
ated a $12.5bn deal with France for
submarines, aircraft and land vehicles,
notably advanced technology.

The economic question

Every imperialist state depends on oil
imports. The US receives 25% of the
o0il it consumes from Andean coun-
tries; antagonism towards its extrac-
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at the Nicaraguan border the body of
Pedro Muiios, a demonstrator, was
found on a roadside showing signs of
torture. More recently the military has
been using football stadiums to detain
and sometimes ‘disappear’ protesters

The international community, led
by ALBA members and other Latin
American nations, have shown their
solidarity with the Honduran people
and only one counfry in the world,
Panama, will recognise whoever is
chosen as President in the elections

the coup regime are hoping to hold on
29 November.
Although nearly all the world’s

governments condemned the coup, the
United States was seen (o be taking
steps to legitimise it. Ten days after
the coup Clinton announced there
would be “negotiations’ between Zel-
aya and the coup leaders, mediated by
Costa Rican President Oscar Arias
Arias presented both sides with a
seven-point proposal which aimed to
resolve the crisis. This proposal would
have allowed Zelaya's retum to presi-
dency but stripped away all his power
and that of the people. However, the
coup regime rejected the proposal and
Arias declared the mediation failed.

US support for a regime in Latin
America is now no longer a guarantee
for its future. The international isola-
tion of the coup regime has further
emboldened the resistance who are
now clear that the only way forward
for their country is not just Zelaya’s
return to the presidency but a Con-
stituent Assembly to rewrite a
Constitution which currently serves
the interests of the rich.

Luke Lucas

tion and competition compels the US
to prepare for physical intervention.
Venezuela and Brazil have enormous
oil reserves which make them more
independent. Further, the US has dete-
riorating trade relations with Latin
America. Between August 2008 and
May 2009 Brazil reduced its invest-
ment in US bonds by 17% — the largest
reduction made by any of Washing-
ton’s 15 biggest creditors, further
weakening the US’s grip on the most
powerful country in Latin America.
Argentina had already relieved itself of
US debt through the help of Venezuela
and China. Bolivia has followed suit.
China has now leapt to first place in
Brazil's export partner league. The
growing relationship between China
and Brazil, with goods passing through
the Andes to Ecuador on the Manta-
Manaus highway, is a strategic con-
cemn of the US. China’s growing invest-
ment, trade and influence throughout
South and Central America causes fur-
ther alarm. China has offered $10bn to
Venezuela to exploit the Orinoco oil
fields, a sum not far short of US recent
annual foreign direct investment (FDI)
in Venezuela. The Chinese presence in
Panama is so huge that the Congress
there passed a law making the teaching
of Mandarin obligatory.
However, it is not just the US that is
a threat to South American peace and
prosperity. European investments and
the profit they extract distort and poi-
son the development of the continent.
The EU is making every effort to dis-
place the US in every possible market.
Net flows of FDI into Brazil between
1997 and 2008 saw the US's 21%
eclipsed by that of four European
countries (Netherlands, Spain, France
and Italy) at 43%. For Argentina,
between 1997 and 2006, US share of
EDI inflows was 27%, Spain’s was
43% and France, Netherlands and
Italy together a further 19%. The US's
dominant position in investment,
loans and trade has been eroded by
EU states over the last 10 years. In this
we find the explanation for US impe-
rialism’s new military strategy.
Alvaro Michaels
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TAKING THE SIDE OF

SOCIALISM

Moshe Lewin, The Soviet Century, Verso, 2005, 416pp, £25

9 November will mark the 20th anniversary of the fall of
the Berlin Wall. We can expect a barrage of
propaganda proclaiming the failure of socialism and
triumph of democracy and capitalist markets. It is not
an accident that, precisely when capitalism is in open
crisis and the working class is put under attack, the
former Soviet Union and Cuba are targeted with insults
and lies.* For the Soviet Union was an example,
however problematic, of the only viable alternative to
capitalism and that is socialism; Cuba represents that
hope today. TREVOR RAYNE reviews Moshe Lewin’s

analysis of Soviet history.

September’s 70th anniversary of the
start of the Second World War was the
occasion for bourgeois historians and
eastern European political leaders to
blame the Soviet Union for the war and
to equate Stalin with Hitler in the annals
of crime. This shameless distortion
seeks to conceal the fact that since 1917
imperialism had comnived at the
destruction of the Revolution and to
thwart every effort to construct social-
ism. The imperialists, including Britain,
were content to see the Soviet Union
invaded in 1941, just as they had
invaded Russia in 1918. If the Red
Army had not driven the Nazi forces
back to Berlin, much of Europe might
remain under fascist occupation today.
The final collapse of the Soviet Union
in August 1991 was a heavy blow for
the working class and oppressed world-
wide. Not only did it harm socialism as
a force in the world and provide capital-
ists with a means to discredit Marxism,
it unleashed capitalism’s most barbaric
tendencies: attacks on welfare, privati-
sation of services and key industries;
the growth of racism, religious funda-
mentalism and reactionary political
movements; intensifying inter-imperi-
alist rivalries and increased readiness to
wage war. The Soviet Union and social-
ist bloc provided a counter to imperial-
ism in the world and a barrier to imperi-
alist penetration: almost one-third of the
world’s population were closed to
imperialist exploitation. The Soviet
Union supported and inspired anti-colo-
nial and anti-imperialist struggles and it
was critical to the survival of the Cuban
revolution and Vietnam’s victory. We
can say that it could have done more
and that it sometimes backed national
bourgeoisies at the expense of the
oppressed but, on balance, it was a pro-
gressive force in the world and a
restraint on imperialism.

‘tion of Vietnam or Korea; C

years in 1994, female life expectancy
declined from 75 to 71 years in the
same period. The health system was
being destroyed and the population
demoralised. Russia’s suicide rate rose
57% from 1990 to 1994 and the homi-
cide rate rose by over 50%. In 1994
Russia had almost as many automobile
deaths as the US, but with just 1% of the
vehicles! Deteriorating roads and a
decline in police discipline were res-
ponsible. Corrupt and virulently anti-
working class regimes took power.

Stalin-Trotsky dichotomy

Professor Moshe Lewin was bom in
Poland, served in the Red Army,
worked on a collective farm and is a
foremost academic on the Soviet Union,
holding posts at French, US and British
universities. He has written influential
books including Lenin’s Last Struggle
(1967), Russian Peasants and Soviet
Power (1968) and Political Under-
currents in Soviet Economic Debates
(1974). The Soviet Century’s strengths
are its weakness: it draws on archive
material from government sources made
available since the collapse of the
Soviet Union and from Russian aca-
demics with access to these previously
undisclosed records, but in doing so it
neglects the context in which the evi-
dence was produced. The focus is on
Cheka, GPU, NKVD, MVD and KGB
(state security forces’) documents. They
are important, no doubt politically
selective, but the book reads as though
an exploration of Metropolitan Police
Special Branch reports would tell us
what was driving London for 70 years.
As for a Soviet century, there is no
analysis of the struggle for survival
against imperialism, no analysis of the
relationships between the Soviet Union
and other socialist countries, no men-
hina (ap
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dence and to recognise that social forces
are not homogenous across countries or
time and that history is dialectical and
not recurrent — it changes. To charac-
terise the Soviet Union, China, Cuba
and others as ‘Stalinist’ is to either pro-
pose that there was a conjunction of
class forces in the Soviet Union in the
1920s that was replicated across the
world and in time, or that a set of ideas
and political institutions determines
society, in this case Stalin’s ideas and
institutions — and this is idealism. To his
credit, Lewin shows that the Soviet
state was always in a process of change:
it was not ‘Stalinism’ from the 1930s
onwards to its downfall. However, des-
pite this recognition, Lewin’s loathing
for Stalin draws him towards a form of
reductionism. ‘A label is not an argu-
ment,” Che Guevara is reported to have
said; the label ‘Stalinism’ is used to pre-
vent analysis and often covers up for an
alliance with social democracy, oppor-
tunism and downright reaction, Fidel
Castro said that ‘blaming Stalin for
everything that occurred in the Soviet
Union would be historic simplism,
because no man by himself could have
created certain conditions...] believe
that the efforts of millions and millions
of heroic people contributed to the
's deyelopment and to its relevant
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May 1945: a Red Army soldier flies the hammer and sickle flag over the Reichstag Building, Berlin

what he calls ‘Stalinism’ ‘rested on two
historical imperatives: catching up with
the West industrially as a precondition
for building a strong state’ (p149). But
these were also the preconditions for
defeating the Nazi invaders and for the
Soviet state’s survival against imperial-
ism’s constant threat. They could not
have been achieved without a series of
Five Year Plans, commencing in 1928.
However, Lewin does not analyse the
functioning of the plan in Soviet society
—a major omission.

Lewin seeks to trace the historical
changes in Soviet society that explain
‘why the regime disappeared from the
historical stage without firing a single
shot’. He says that it was not a failure of
socialism ‘because socialism was not
there in the first place’ (p308). Instead
he compares the Soviet Union with Karl
Wittfogel’s concept of ‘Oriental despo-
tism’; a bureaucratic system with a cen-
tral role for a priestly caste (the party)
headed by a monarch with supernatural
powers. Atits social base is a vast rural
proletariat. Lewin says he prefers the
depiction of ‘agrarian despotism’ be-
cause of the priority given to industrial-
isation and he finally decides on
‘bureaucratic absolutism’: ‘The term
“bureaucratic  absolutism”...is bor-
rowed from an analysis of the Prussian
burcaucratic monarchy in the eigh-
teenth century, wherein the monarch
was in fact dependent on his bureau-

racy despite being its head, In the
iet case, the party’s top bosses,
masters of the state, had actu-

‘not defining a mode of pro-
rxist sense. For Lewin
there was no
sm in the Soviet
1 of Oriental or

nomenklatura, used by Lewin and oth-
ers to describe a self-serving bureau-
cracy, is taken from Wittfogel. Lewin
says, ‘Socialism involves ownership of
the means of production by society, not
a bureaucracy.” However, the bureau-
cracy did not own the means of produc-
tion. Evidence Lewin produces shows
the Soviet state in transition and he
argues against his own conclusions,
thus, ‘After [Stalin’s] death [5 March
1953], what happened to it [the bureau-
cracy] can best be described ... as “the
emancipation of the bureaucracy™’
(p217). The question is that if the
bureaucracy was emancipated, from
what was it emancipated? The answer
must be, as Lewin’s evidence indicates,
from the Communist Party and the
working class.

Lewin presents elements in the state
apparatus emerging as a class for them-
selves; state ownership of the means of
production was eroded into a series of
fiefdoms inside ministries. ‘This pro-
cess must be called by its name: the
crystallisation of a proto-capitalism
within the state-owned economy...
it emerged through the pores of central
planning ... Thus it was that the nomen-
klatura metamorphosed from covert
owner of state property into its overt
owner’ (p369-370). As the bureaucracy
did not own the means of production,
what socialists need to understand is
how did elements of the bureaucracy
achieve control of their use for their
own interests, rather than those of
the mass of the people? For these ele-
ments to become capitalists they had
first to disrupt the operation of the Five
Year Plans, usurp their role and then
destroy the state. We ask, how did they
emerge and why did they begin to flour-
ish?*l

Lewin's description of the Soviet
Union in the 1920s and 1930s shows
that the Communist Party and state
apparatuses were drawn from the work-




ing class. Lewin specifically notes that
';I:w broadly plebeian orientation of this
recruitment remained a source of strength
throughout the 1920s. The policy of
shensive industrialisation in the

compre
‘ brought the party additional pop-

1930s

ylar strata with a stake in the regime and
erc also instrumental in the victory of

were Ak

1945 (p290)

party and state apparatuses
Lewin quotes Nikolai Bukharin in
1928: ‘The part) and state apparatuses
have merged and it is a calamity.’ This
fusion has deliberately been avoided in
Cuba Addressing the Eleventh Con-
oress of the Russian Communist Party
[‘B\“"h""ik) in 1922, Lenin said that the
Party must free itself from administra-
tive tasks and concentrate primarily on
political leadership. Until the end of the
10205 the battle against ‘bureaucratisa-
tion’ of the state administration was
officially authorised. Many scasoned
Bolsheviks were killed in the 1918-22
Civil War when a dozen foreign armies
jnvaded Russia and up to nine million
people died By the end of the 1920s the
Party had over one million members.
However, between 1922 and 1935
gppro\lnmh‘l_\ 1.5 million members had
Jeft the Party. This high turnover of
members had a detrimental impact on
political consciousness and discipline.
The average industrial worker in
Russia in 1929 had 3.5 years education
rising to 4.2 years by 1939, In 1929 just
3.2% of urban dwellers and 0.3% of the
rural population had any higher educa-
tion. With the drive for industrialisation
and agricultural collectivisation from
1928 onwards there was a shortage of
people capable of functioning effec-
tively in the state apparatus. From 1926
to 1939 the Soviet Union’s urban popu-
lation grew by almost 30 million.
Approximately 450 new towns were
created in 13 years. This was a break-
meck speed of development. creating
massive problems for housing, water
supplies, sewerage and administration.
Subsequently, given the shortage of
educated and trained people, there were
for the Party and administra-
tion to fuse. This reduced the ability of
the Party to lead in ideological debates
and make self-crticisms of the
Revolution. Lewin's evidence confirms
this analysis.

Demolishing the Berlin Wall, 1989

Material incentives
The principle of the ‘Party maximum’
whereby a Party member could not mm‘
more than a skilled worker, was dro

-
" 19

ped in 1932, as an incentive 1o encour-

age people to seek promotion in the

state  apparatus '\1L‘|“l\yr\h||1 of the
I‘.:u‘l_\ became a means of career promo-
tion and income enhancement. The
L‘T“Phﬂﬁl\ on matenal mncentives as a
source of weakening consciousness and
Jeopardising socialist construction was
identified and analysed by Che Guevara
(see Helen Yaffe, Che Guevara: the
Economics of Revolution). Guevara's
cnticism of using capitalist methods to
try and build socialism is an important
contribution to socialism; he developed
1t from a study of the Soviet Union and
from Cuba’s own experiences.

Lewin focuses on the security serv-
ices and their persecution and imprison-
ment of those dubbed opponents of the
state. He does not discuss the constant
cfforts of imperialism and its class allies
within the Soviet Union to subvert the
state. Lewin recognises that from the
Civil War onwards the workers were
engaged in a life or death struggle to
preserve the state, but he castigates that
state as being insufficiently democratic.
Lewin’s detailed description of its auth-
oritarian  methods is  misused by
Trotskyists and social democrats to de-
nounce the Soviet Union, but this is a
trend that hailed Solidarnosc in Poland
and the mujahedeen in Afghanistan as
being on the side of freedom and
applauded the collapse of the Soviet
Union; Lewin does not.*** Democracy
is a concrete question: democracy for
whom? For as long as imperialism
exists the ability to construct socialism
will be limited and the socialist state
must retain a repressive ability if it is to
survive. For the Soviet Union, with a
relatively undeveloped economy at its
inception, compared to the imperialist
countries, class opponents of socialism
had a natural ally abroad. In 1920 Lenin
said that, ‘Our existence depends, first,
on the existence of a radical split in the
camp of the imperialist powers.” After
1945 the imperialist camp was united
against the Soviet Union, but this does
not figure in Lewin’s analysis. The nec-
essary diversion of considerable re-
sources into defence (‘the arms race’)
restricted the ability to advance social-

1sm in the socialist countries, exactly as
imperialism intended

The fusion of the Party and state
apparatuses contnibuted to removing
checks on Stalin’s and the security ser-
vices' powers. Lewin dwells on the
abuses of these powers, including extra
legal excesses, but often describes them
in terms of their being a function of
Stalin’s personality, that of the quintes-
sential Oriental despot. Repression in
the Soviet Union cannot be understood
without considering the failure of the
working class movement in Furope and
the strength of opportunism and anti-
Soviel parties in the West. Any weak-
nesses in the Soviet system made the
state doubly vulnerable; authoritarian
measures were used to suppress class
enemies, but did not remove their source.

From January 1953 to January 1959
the numbers of people detained at vari-
ous institutions in the Soviet Union fell
from 5.223 million to 0.997 million;
numbers classed as ‘counter-revolution-
aries” dropped from 580,000 to 11,000,
By the early 1960s arbitrary persecution
ceased 10 be widespread, restraints were
ntroduced into the legal system and
prisoners given the right to challenge
the prison administrators.

The imperialist ruling classes were
forced to provide their own working
classes with welfare services and con-
cessions in order to maintain their loy-
alty against socialism and the Soviet
Union as it achieved economic and
social advances.

Demise

Lewin describes a country where the
planned economy begins to stall by the
1970s: factories are paid bonuses for
exceeding targets of products that are
not wanted and state resources are
siphoned off into private hands. In the
1970s, *90% of cadres accused of
breaking the law got off with a light
reprimand from the Party’ (p364). So,
even the attempt to suppress proto-
capitalist elements was dropped. To try
and boost production, bonuses would be
paid to administrators and engineers
equivalent to six years’ of their normal
wage. Party secretarics and other offi-
cials *wanted their share, like other peo-
ple, even if their actual contribution to
production was virtually nil’. Favourite
perks and privileges included going to
seminars and conferences in Moscow,
banquets and parties, elite and separate
health care, education at home for chil-
dren and the dachas. A privileged life-
style was anticipated by the successful
Party and state functionaries who were
far from being socialists. All of this
added to the demoralisation and demo-
bilisation of the working class.

As the demise approached, *such was
the style of the system, in which every-
thing functioned via personal contacts,
exchanges of services, deals, promo-
tions and so on’. Around the official
and visible economy was a network of
providers and sellers; ‘a shadowy proto-
market economy’. This network envel-
oped agriculture, industry and construc-
tion; in house building and home and
car repairs, it was estimated to amount
to 30-50% of the work done. One fifth
of the work force was engaged in this
shadow economy (pp361-376). Unoffi-
cial and parallel elites emerged and
maintained close links with the official
clites, lobbying and pressuring for their
particular interests. At the end they no
longer had to pretend to be capitalists,
they became capitalists. | |

*The Financial Times has recently carried
reviews of books on the Soviet Union and
soclallsm: David Priestiand, The Red Flag:
Communism and the making of the Modermn
World and Archie Brown, The Rise and Fall of
Communism each providing it with the
opportunity to slander the soclalist alternative,
**This analysis and critique of The Soviet
Century draws upon some of Che Guevara's own
analyses and practice.

*** See The Legacy of the Bolshevik Revolution
(1992), (ed. Eddie Abrahams) available from
Larkin Publications.

Iraq

US occupation
under threat

Despite President Obama’s much vaunted pull-out
from Iraq, there are still 134,000 US troops in the
country, occupying 320 outposts and bases. US
Defence Secretary Robert Gates has said he will
maintain an average of 100,000 troops in Iraq during
the next fiscal year and at least 50,000 throughout
2011. Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri Al Maliki has reiterated
that US troops may stay beyond the 2011 deadline. In
addition, there are around 133,000 military contractors
in the country, 36,000 of whom are US citizens.

Ty

US combat troops were supposed to
have withdrawn from Iraqi cities by the
end of June, according to the Status of
Forces Agreement (SOFA). Several city
bases were able to remain, however, by
simply redrawing city boundaries to
define them as being outside. British
television has also shown US troops
continuing to operate within the cities in
full combat gear, with guns at the ready
supposedly undertaking reconstruction
missions.

Rising violence

Both the US and its Iraqi puppets are
aware that the recent relative peace and
improvement in security is very tenu-
ous. On 19 August, 95 people were
killed and over 500 injured in bomb
attacks on Iraqi government buildings.
The Foreign Ministry and Parliament
building in the Green Zone were dam-
aged, as were the Finance Ministry and
the Reuters News Agency. The Bagh-
dad Provincial Government building
also came under mortar attack. The
Iraqi government was subsequently
forced to curtail its programme of
removing the concrete blast walls
erected by the US occupiers.

Another simmering area of renewed
violence is the Kurdish north. The
Kurds have been pushing for greater
autonomy and control of their oil
reserves ever since the start of the occu-
pation. A more confident central gov-
emment seeks to assert itself against the
Kurdish claims. In the last provincial
election, Sunni parties, standing for the
first time, made substantial gains.
Violence was threatened from both
sides and the Iraqi govermment was
forced to send troops to the region in
order to maintain control. US com-

Baa Mousa in September 2003 after the sadistic attack by British soldiers

mander in Iraq, General Ray Odierno

has requested more troops to be sent to

the region. In September US Vice-

President Biden visited Iraq and met

with Kurdish leaders Barzani and

Talibani. US forces have now been sta-
tioned between Kurdish and Arab
forces and intend joint patrols with Iraqi
government soldiers and Kurdish mili-
tias. The US claims that these patrols do
not conflict with the SOFA as they are
joint patrols.

Torture continues
Elsewhere, Human Rights Watch has
reported a campaign of torture and mur-
der against homosexuals by Iragi mili-
tias linked to the government. Thomas
Cruise, a US adviser to the Iraqi
Ministry of Defence, has admitted that
torture is still being used by Iraqgi secu-
rity forces, stating that, *Torture is part
of Iraqi society’. Victims have given
evidence of beatings, the use of cow
prods, castration, electric shock, whip-
ping, threats to rape sisters and daugh-
ters, gouged-out eyes, severed limbs
and damaged organs. Judges have freed
those suspected of torture and there has
been no pressure from the US or Britain
for the Iraqi government to stop the tor-
ture. Gordon Brown’s human rights
envoy to Iraq, Labour MP Ann Clwyd,
said, ‘I think the lraqis have made
remarkable progress.’ As we go to press
the public inquiry into the death of hotel
receptionist Baha Mousa in September
2003 in Basra reveals horrendous sadism
committed by British soldiers, six of
whom had been acquitted at a court
martial in 2007. Torture remains an
integral part of the armoury of the
British state (see FRF1 210).

Jim Craven and Trevor Rayne

Che Guevara:

Cuban government.

of an academic’
Enrico Tortolano, Tribune

The Economics of Revolution

Helen Yaffe paigrave Macmillan, March 2009

Based on fascinating new archival research and interviews with
his contemporaries and colleagues, this book records Guevara's
contribution to Industrial organisation, economic management
and socialist political economy debates as a member of the

‘The passion of an activist and the erudition

Available at the reduced price of £15 from our stalls or send a cheque to
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‘To be educ

For 50 years since the Revolution of 1959, Cuba has
shown what can be accomplished in the fields of

education and culture by a society that puts people
before profit, promoting cooperation not competition.
Its democratic planned economy has made possible
remarkable achievements that have benefited the entire
Cuban population and, through Cuba’s internationalism,
millions of poor people around the world. REBECCA
RENSTEN and HELEN YAFFE report.

ducation in Cuba is regarded as
En human right and a duty for all
citizens: for better child care

and family life; for handling the diffi-
cult transition from childhood to
adulthood:; for improving health, diet
and hygiene; to satisfy cultural needs
and produce well-rounded individu-
als; for providing the political under-
standing to withstand cultural imperi-
alism and brainwashing; for reducing
privilege and relative poverty, and the
social exclusion, crime and anti-social
behaviour that stems from them.
Within Cuba’s planned economy,
education acquires three functions;
education as culture, political edu-
cation and education for production;*
combined, these functions create a
varied and well-rounded education
system that has succeeded where
capitalist provision is failing, leaving
millions uneducated and unemployed.

Educated for capitalism
Back in 1779, US President Thomas
Jefierson proposed a two-track system
for the ‘labouring and the learned’
with the aim of ‘raking a few geniuses
from the rubbish’. The separation in
schooling was established to instil
obedience, patriotism and passivity in
the working class, and so it remains
today in Britain as well as in the US.
The plethora of titles under which
Britain's education system is organ-
ised, such as beacon colleges, compre-
hensive schools, academies, selective
schools, independent schools, public
(private) schools, do not disguise the
fact that education perpetuates the
class divide. Private or ‘independent’
schools provide better facilities and
attention, and significantly increase
the likelihood of success in educa-
tional qualifications, employment and
wealth. Research by Halifax Financial
Services calculates average annual
fees for private education at £10,239,
but the national average median
income of UK households in 2007/08
was £20,436. Clearly only a minority
can afford these luxuries. Success and
power or poverty and lack of educa-
tion are largely determined from birth
in Britain. Even within state schools
pupils are often streamed according to
test results — beginning the process of
social stratification. As students
become workers they are allocated a
position according to the demand for
labour within the capitalist production
process.

Education in Cuba

Pre-revolutionary Cuba exemplified
the class divide in education. In the
1950s there were only 82 high schools
and two universitics nationwide.
90,000 students were enrolled in pri-
vate schools. 60% of the population
lacked schooling and 41.7% of the
population was illiterate. Only 3.5%
had received high school education
and just 1% had university education.

Inequality in education was regar-

Movement for the 26 July (M261), the
revolutionary movement led by Fidel
Castro in the struggle against the
Batista dictatorship from 1952. In the
late 19th century, Cuba’s national
independence  hero, Jose Marti,
stated: ‘To be educated is to be free’.
The slogan was adopted by the M26J
whose  revolutionary  programme
declared: *We believe that true democ-
racy can be attained only with citizens
who are free, equal, educated and have
dignified and productive jobs.” The
link between democratic participation,
education and production could only
be realised under a socialist system.

From January 1959, the revolution-
ary government took steps to create a
free and more productive education
system. The 1960 literacy campaign
recruited 300,000 young Cuban volun-
teers to live in the poorest rural arcas
teaching peasants and rural workers to
read and write. Within a year every
Cuban had achieved basic literacy. 37
schools were built in the first year of
the revolution, compared to one school
built in the previous 57 years.

Education as culture

The Constitution of Cuba establishes
that the government: ‘orients, foments
and promotes education, culture and
science in all their manifestations and
specifically espouses the freedom of
artistic creation, the defence of Cuban
cultural identity, and the conservation
of the nation's cultural heritage’. This
concept of cultural education and edu-
cation as culture is overseen by
the Ministry of Culture and there are
cultural centres, music clubs, book
groups, chess clubs and free after-
school educational activities in every
municipality throughout the island.

In 2003, Fidel Castro said: ‘I qual-
ify what is currently taking place in
Cuban education in search of higher
objectives as a profound revolution. It
is the total transformation of society
itself, one of whose fruits will be a
general integrated culture accessible
to all citizens. The very material
future of our people is to be based on
knowledge and culture.” He was refer-
ring to measures introduced under the
Battle of Ideas, a campaign initiated in
2001 to consolidate socialist princi-
ples and improve material conditions
in Cuba.

Political education

In December 1961, ‘Schools of Revo-
lutionary Instruction® were set up to
emphasise the importance of theoreti-
cal education alongside practical
work. Political education was inte-
grated into schools at every level. As
well as teaching Marxist theory and
Cuban history, high school students
study other countries’ histories and
political systems. Emphasis is given
to Cuba’s national heroes, with the
revolutionary writings of Jose Marti
being studied by every child. This
education in international affairs pro-

ded as a legacy of colonialism, slavery vides the ideological basis for Cuba’s
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Cuban school children: ‘We will be like Chel’

ism — the solidarity it expresses for
people around the world.

Education for production

After the adoption of the planned
socialist economy, production was no
longer a means to exploit the working
class for profit but to meet people’s
immediate needs and to fund new
social programmes for universal bene-
fit. Work is understood as a social
duty, not for private enrichment. An
individual raising their skills level
leads to improvements in living stan-
dards for everyone. Education and
training are integrated into work-
places and ministries.

Che Guevara noted that under capi-
talism students don’t take qualifica-
tions in relation to society’s needs or
what job roles are available. Often
careers are chosen for the earning
capacity of the qualifications. In pre-
revolutionary Cuba, there were many
qualified lawyers but few geologists,
chemists or engineers; the kind of
skills necessary to develop the econ-
omy, which was dominated by the
US. Under socialism, Che insisted,
careers should be studied according to
the national development strategy and
the needs of the nation. He empha-
sised cooperation not competition in
education and training.

Today in Cuba every graduate has
the opportunity to work because their
qualifications are in direct proportion
to the amount of employees in the
specific field that are needed. Students
entering universities list subjects they
would like to study in order of prefer-
ence. Whether they get their first
choice depends on the need for people
qualified in that area, compared with
the number of applicants. Course
places are allocated according to
grades and student performance. It is
unrealistic and impractical for every-
body to be able to study their first
choice and would lead to unemploy-
ment as it does under capitalism.

The Cuban education system also
enshrines the principle of the impor-
tance of engaging in manual and intel-
lectual labour. Many students attend
boarding schools in the countryside
where their time is divided between
academic study and agricultural or
other manual work. Students fre-
quently volunteer to carry out extra
productive work, because they realise
that their contribution helps to fund
these institutions and other social
investments,

With the Battle of Ideas in 2001, the

government opened emergency train-
ing schools to combat deficiencies in
five areas: social work, primary teach-
ing, nursing, cultural education and IT
instruction. The campaign incorpo-
rated thousands of young people who
had been marginalised from the revo-
lutionary process, being outside edu-
cation and employment, as a result of
the economic crisis generated by the
collapse of the Soviet bloc. It also
responded to the demand to improve

standards of social provision;

improvements made possible by eco-

nomic recovery from the Special

Period. The first new training school

was opened in Cojimar, near Havana,

to teach social work intensively for

three months (soon expanded to a

year). Students could then choose to

enrol on a university course, on the
condition that they practised social
work on Saturdays during the course.
Six hundred students enrolled imme-
diately. Hundreds of similar schools
were set up throughout Cuba and by
2004, 21,000 social workers and
10,135 primary school teachers had
graduated on the scheme.

By 2007 there were more than
7,000 projects initiated as part of the
Battle of Ideas: more new schools
were built to continue reducing class
sizes, hundreds of adult education
and technical training courses were
started, including a television-based
‘university for all’ programme, it was
ensured that every classroom on the
island had access to a TV and video
player, computers were put in every
school, and a national network of
vidleo and computer clubs was
created.

Between 2002/3 and 2008/9 the
number of classroom teaching staff
was increased by mnearly 60,000 to
270,053. Of those, 81,975 are pri-
mary school teachers, which explains
how it is possible that 94% of pri-
mary school pupils are in groups of
less than 20. The Cuban average
retention and graduation rate for high
school students is 97.5%, compared
to 52% in the 50 biggest US cities
and 25% in Detroit, The number of
Cubans who complete all educational
levels went up from just over
500,000 in 2002/3 to 640,000 in
2007/8. The increase was most sig-
nificant in higher education, or uni-
versity level, up from 18412 in
2002/3 to 44,738 in 2007/8. Since
1987 over 2,100,000 Cubans have
graduated from computer courses
at the Youth Computing and

Electronics Club which is now open
in all 167 municipalities, including 39
in the mountains. Government expen-
diture on education rose from 6.9% of
GDP in 2000 to 12% in 2008 and
adult literacy is 99.8%. Education is
free and available for everyone.

Education for humanity

Through Cuba’s outstanding interna-
tionalism, its educational achieve-
ments have benefitted poor people
around the world. The Revolution’s
educational  assistance  overseas
began with a literacy campaign in
Angola, 1978 to 1981. In 1980,
Cuban teachers joined the Literacy
Crusade in Nicaragua. Building on
the success of its teaching method,
they developed a literacy programme
for adaptation into different lan-
guages and by communities around
the world. By June 2008, the “Yes, |
can’ (Yo Si Puedo) Cuban method
was being applied in 28 countries
coordinated by Cuban specialists.
Over 3,600,000 people from 23
countries, from New Zealand to
Nigeria and Guatemala to Equatorial
New Guinea, had learned to read and
write using the programme and
another 330,000 illiterate people in
17 countries were being taught by
Cubans. Over a dozen different ver-
sions of the programme have been
devised including in Quechua and
Aymara (for Bolivia), Creole (for
Haiti), Tetum (for Timor L’Este) and
Swahili (several countries in Africa).
This contribution was recognised by
UNESCO in 2006 which awarded
Cuba for their international literacy
work. Cuba also provides free educa-
tion on the island to tens of thou-
sands of students from Africa and
Latin America.

The Cuban education system is
constantly evaluated and improved.
These amazing achievements in edu-
cation are not coincidental; socialism
in Cuba is evident in these over-
whelming successes which are down
to a system that values its people
now, while also planning for and
investing in future generations.
Socialism is the only sustainable way
of securing a genuine education and
good standard of living for everyone.
Education ensures that socialist Cuba
stays free. ©

* See Helen Yaffe, Che Guevara: The
Economics of Revolution, Palgrave
Macmillan 2009,
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Indeterminate
sentences for public
protection - ‘lifing off
the working class’

In FRFI 209 Ben Gunn wrote about the relaunched
Association of Prisoners (AOP) and how he sees

it furthering the struggles of prisoners.

In FRFI 210 John Bowden replied.

DERMOT DONOVAN writes from Parkhurst prison
in response to their contributions.

hank you for your excellent
paper which, I'm pleased to say,
has done more for my political
education than I can say in this
letter. I'm also pleased to say it is
enjoyed by other inmates 1 pass it on
to, some who didn’t know their left
from their right at first! Of course it
was denied to me to start with, but |
cited my right to freedom of expres-
sion and what with my knowing when
it arrived due to you sending it
recorded delivery, T always get it now!

The reason | write now is about the

Association of Prisoners (AOP). John
Bowden's response to Ben Gunn was
brilliantly put and I could not possibly
improve upon it. If my memory serves
me correctly, Gunn has already wril-
ten in Inside Time about how ardently
he is opposed to socialism (sec ‘Div-
ewsity...bring it on!" Inside Time
February 2009), so how can he cham-
pion something (the AOP) which by
any logic would be modelled on
soctalist theory?

I don’t know if it has gone unno-
ticed but the Labour Party, with its
‘tough on crime, tough on the causes’
pledge has launched the biggest as-
sault on the working class in living
memory. By introducing the Indeter-
minate Sentence for Public Protection
(ISPP) they have effectively made 153
offences punishable by life, as an
ISPP con can only be released on tar-
iff by a kangaroo Parole Board.

This has now led to thousands of
working class young men languishing
in prison due to not being able to lower
their so-called risk, simply because
there are not enough places on re-edu-
cation offending behaviour courses.

It appears the lot of the ISPP cons
has gone over the heads of the AOP. 1
would imagine that, all things consid-
ered, none of them give a shit about
not being able to vote.

For the record, like Ben Gunn, 1 am
alifer, as opposed to an ISPP prisoner,
but I can see the issues that have
Impacted on inmates a lot more than
anything this so-called AOP appears
1o be raising. I should also point out
that the massive number of ISPP pris-
oners with short tariffs (typically 30
months) and the speed with which
they therefore reach their tariff expiry

is resulting in delays in Parole
d hearings for all lifers and inde-
ate sentence prisoners.

So all this begs the question as to
What is the position of the AOP on
these very real issues that are impact-
Ing on a significant percentage of the
Prson population (nearly 10% are on
some kind of life sentence!)

For what it’s worth, 1 don’t want to

hear bullshit about entering into talks
with HMPS. Let's get it right; we
didn’t get improved conditions through
talks did we? No, it was the events of
1990 that brought in-cell toilets etc.

ISPPs have been in use since 2005.
Labour changed the law in 2008 so
courts can’t now give out tariffs of less
than 24 months. And it's obvious the
courts have slowed down in handing
them out, But mark my words, Lab-
our’s war on the working class will
come home to them when, a few years
henee, prisoners who are years over tar-
ifl' — often in prison for something that
before 2005 they would have copped
two or three years for - will explode.

Up and down the country, ISPP
cons are the biggest disaffected group
and quite rightly so. I honestly believe
Labour knew full well the implica-
tions of the ISPP. To all intents and
purposes, they are lifing ofl the work-
ing class! To give you an example of
how shocking it is. A fellow 1 know
was given an ISPP with a tariff of 16
months for ‘threats to kill' someone
who owed him money. No actual vio-
lence was involved. So far he has been
in prison for four years.

His first parole -~ overdue - gave
him a two-year knockback as he had
not completed enough ‘offending be-
haviour work® to lower his risk. He's
due another parole hearing some time
this year. He already knows he will
likely get another two-year knockback
due to failing drug tests. Some might
say that’s his fault but his head is in
bits and you can’t blame him for trying
to get through his time in gaol. He will
be lucky if he gets out at the six-year
point. And when he does he will be on

Prisoners on the roof during the
Strangeways prison protest

licence for a minimum of ten years.
Probation can recall anyone to prison
without a new conviction — just not be-
ing ‘of good behaviour® is enough.
This of course applies to everyone who
is on any kind of licence but, given
ISPPs and lifers can expect another
two-year knockback once they have
been recalled, you begin to understand
why this class of convict feels trapped
in Labour’s Criminal Justice System. Hll

case but once that period expired
release was at the discretion of the
Parole Board. This led to ridiculous
situations for prisoners, some with
tariffs of a few months, whose cases
were not considered by the Parole
Board until well after their tariffs had
expired, and who by then had not
even begun the ‘offending behaviour’
courses, which, despite no concrete
evidence that they actually work, are
the system’s favoured yardstick for
determining ‘reduction of risk’. In
2008, following legal challenges, the
4 ' test was amended

No compassion
On 20 August terminally-ill Libyan

prisoner Abdel Baset Al Megrahi was

released from prison in Scotland. Al

Megrahi, convicted of the 1988 Lock-

erbie bombing of a Pan-Am jet in which

270 people died, has always maintained

his innocence and was disgracefully

forced to drop his appeal in order to be

released. Two wecks carlier, 79-ycar-

old Ronnic Biggs, convicted of par-

ticipating in the 1964 ‘Great Train

Robbery’, who is also terminally ill,

was released from prison in England,

after his lawyers successfully contested

an carlier refusal to free him. Furore has

surrounded both releases but Al Meg-

rahi and Biggs are being afforded a

basic dignity which most scriously sick

prisoners are denied in the final months

of their lives. FRFI remembers many

examples, such as framed Irish prisoner

Guiseppe Conlon, who died in Worm-

wood Scrubs in 1980, and Chris Tier-

ney, who was released from his life sen-

tence in 2005 with a brain tumour only
1o be accused of swearing at a nurse in a
hospice (an action clearly associated
with his condition) and recalled to
prison to die. Only recently we heard of
the death of FRFI reader and thom-in-
the-side of the prison system, Dorent
Francis, who died in Frankland prison
of heart and renal failure on 10 July, fol-
lowing months of being shuttled
between prison and hospital.

No care

On 23 September a coroner condem-
ned the ‘appalling and unacceptable
conditions’ at privately-run Rye Hill
prison where Alexsey Baranovsky bled
to death in 2006. While medical care
in state prisons is provided by the local
NHS, pnivate prisons subcontract to
private ‘health providers’, such as
Primecare, which provided the woe-
fully inadequate service that con-
tributed to Alexsey's death. He was
the third Rye Hill prisoner to die in a
1S-month period. The suicide of
Michael Bailey in the segregation unit
in 2005 led to charges of manslaughter
by negligence against three members
of staff ~ the first time prison staff had
ever been charged with this offence.
The officers were acquitted — their
defence being that the whole prison
administration was so bad and they
had been so poorly trained that they
could not be held individually respon-
sible. So why is the private company
that is responsible for this disgusting
prison not being brought to trial?

No legal advice

In July the Legal Services Commission
announced the impending introduction
of ‘fixed fees” (ie big cuts) for legal
representation at Parole Board and dis-
ciplinary hearings. Immediately these
changes were finalised, the Ministry of
Justice (MOJ) published a consultation
paper, proposing further cuts, Legal
Aid: Refocusing on Priority Cases sug-
gests, among other measures, ending
virtually all civil legal aid for anyone
who is not a UK citizen. In relation to
prisoners it proposes wholesale aboli-
tion of funded legal advice and assis-
tance for ‘Treatment Matters’, which it
describes as ‘relatively trivial’ and lists
as including ‘mail, visits, food, prop-
erty, healthcare and telephones’; prison

lawyers say the cut will also end

funded advice on: prison work, pay,
education, segregation, exercise, sani-
tation, data protection and the Incen-
tives and Earned Privileges Scheme.
Anyone can respond to the consulta-
tion which is open until 8 October.
Write to Mandy Banks, Ministry of
Justice Legal Aid Strategy. 4th floor
102 Petty France, London SW1H 9AJ;
fax: 020 3334 4296, email: mandy.
banks@justice.gsi.gov.uk. Copies of
the consultation document can be
obtained from the same address or at
www justice.gov.uk/index.htm.

No to censorship of FRFI!
Over the last few months we have had
reports of subscribers in prison being
refused FRFI; in particular we have
had repeated calls and letters from
Wakeficld and Woodhill high security
prisons. We therefore wrote to both
prisons and the Prison Service, re-
minding them that in 2005, following
threatened legal action by prisoners in
Belmarsh, the Prison Service accepted
that prisoners have a legal right to
receive FRFI. We received this re-
sponse from Wakeficld:

Dear Sir/Madam

I can confirm that at present HMP
Wakefield does not issue the publica-

tion Fight Racism, Fight Imperialism;
this is due to concerns over the con-
tent of some articles within the paper.

I am aware that other establish-
ments within the High Security Estate
have, on occasion, decided not to
allow offenders copies of particular
issues due to their content.

As an example of our concerns,
issue 208 has been reviewed by our
Operations Department and it con-
tains an article about the Close
Supervision Centres in prisons which
is clearly inaccurate and misleading.

It reinforces negative stereotypes and
suggests that staff use excessive force
as a matter of course. Nothing could
be further from the truth, staff strive to
build up relationships with offenders
in the CSC and actively encourage
them to achieve behavioural targets
that are set.

As such, I do not want to commit to
censoring each issue for suitability, in
essence a publication should either be
suitable or not. Given the concerns [
have raised, HMP Wakefield does not
consider this publication to be appro-
priate for issue to offenders.

Yours faithfully

S HOWARD, Governor

Ironically, the FRFI article cited as ‘an
example of our concerns’ was also
published in the widely distributed
prisoners’ newspaper [nside Time and
will therefore have been read through-
out the system. The editor of Inside
Time has confirmed to FRFI that the
Prison Service did not complain about
that article and that, as far as he is
aware, no prison banned that issue of
Inside Time for any recason. Wake-
field's refusal to let prisoners receive
FRFI on this basis is therefore irra-
tional and its only effect is to prevent
access to the political material in FRFI
on subjects other than prison, which
are not covered by Inside Time.

FRFI is strongly committed to main-
taining a readership within prisons and
takes all instances of censorship very
seriously. We have replied to the
Wakefield govemor, stating that we
consider the decision to ban FRFI to be
irrational and unlawful, and making it
clear we will take legal action if needed.
We encourage prisoners who have the
paper stopped to submit complaints to
the Prison Service and Prisons Ombud-
sman (who has found in our favour in
the past). Readers outside prison can
also complain to the Directorate of High
Security Briefing and Casework Unit,
Room 618, Cleland House, Page Street,
London SW1P 4LN.
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FRFI launches October
speaking tour

ver the past two months Fight
Racism! Fight Imperialism!
activists have held a summer
campaign to raise anti-imperi-
alist consciousness and action. With
the economic crisis and the political
divisions that now exist within the rul-
ing class, it is essential that we use this
opportunity to build resistance to
imperialism. FRFI has been active
around the country from across
London, to Manchester, Liverpool,
Newcastle, Sunderland, Durham,
Glasgow, Edinburgh and Dundee.

Defend socialist Cubal
Free all political prisoners
of imperialism!

In London, on Saturday 12 September
2009, to mark the 11th anniversary of
the incarceration of the Cuban 5, we
protested with supporters in a busy
shopping street as part of an interna-
tional day of action. The five Cubans
are political prisoners held in the US
for trying to prevent terrorist attacks
against their country.

FRFI helped organisc the event
called by Rock around the Blockade
which works in solidarity with social-
ist Cuba and against the US blockade.
Under the title Break the chains: free
the Cuban 5, free all political prison-
ers of imperialism, the rally high-
lighted the use as a torture camp of
Guantanamo Bay, in illegally occu-
pied Cuba, to hold prisoners of the
imperialist ‘war on terror’. Speakers
also exposed the situation of refugees
and asylum seekers in Britain, thou-
sands of whom are daily detained and
deported under Britain’s racist im-
migrations laws. Detainees include
nearly 500 children.

People spoke passionately on the
megaphone about the unfair trial of
the five as well as the CIA’s involve-
ment in ftraining and supporting
known terrorists such as Luis Posada
Carriles and Orlando Bosch. Protest-
ers also spoke out against other recent
crimes of imperialism and its allies,
such as the military coup in Honduras
and the continued occupation of
Palestine and Afghanistan. The event
was supported by comrades from the
Movement of Ecuadorians in the UK
(MERU) and other left-wing groups,
as well as passers-by who joined in to
hand out leaflets with information
about the Cuban 5. Similar protests
were held in Manchester, Newcastle
and Edinburgh.

Troops out of Afghanistan
and Iraq!

We have also been campaigning
against the brutal occupations of
Afghanistan and Iraq. Weekly stalls
have been held in major cities calling
for an end to the invasions and for the
immediate withdrawal of troops. There
has been endless propaganda from the
Labour government and media in an
attempt to gain public support for the
war. Despite this the response that we
have received from members of the
public has been largely positive, with
people eager to sign petitions that

demand the immediate withdrawal of
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the successful launch of an FRFI soci-
cty at Glasgow University. This society
will show films, organise discussions
and encourage students to be active on
the strects,

Fight Labour racism!

The Labour government is engaged in
a systematic attack on refugees and
migrant workers. Challenging this
state racism is one of FRFI's main
political priorities. In Newcastle we
are working in Tyneside Community
Action for Refugees, which mobilises
and co-ordinates resistance to immi-
gration raids and deportations of local
people and around the country we
organise regular stalls and Speak Out
apgainst Racism and Deportations
street events.

Speaking tour

The climax of our summer campaign
will be an inspiring specaking tour.
FRFI has already held a series of suc-
cessful meetings titled ‘Who is more
dangerous — Labour or the BNP?’ in
which we debated the immediate
challenge facing socialists trying to
build a new movement in Britain. The
speaking tour has just got underway
and there are further meetings planned
in London, Newcastle, Sunderland,
Liverpool, Manchester, Dundee and
Glasgow. All of these meetings will
focus on the crisis of capitalism, the
struggle against imperialism and

discussions on socialist Cuba and
revolutionary movements in Latin
America (sce the Events column for

London rally for the Cuban 5, 12 September 2009

full details).

Fundraising

Members have been finding different
ways to raise money to help finance
the summer campaign and future
work. Some comrades climbed Scafell
Pike, the highest mountain in England.
In Scotland FRFI members partici-
pated in the annual Pedal for Scotland
cycle from Glasgow to Edinburgh to
raisc money for the FRFI Fighting
Fund. The 55-mile cycle is the biggest
of its Kind in Scotland. Please send
any cheques to ‘Larkin Publications’
if you wish to donate.

The time for action is now. On this
page you will see a list of our forth-
coming events and meetings. The
momentum from our summer cam-
paign is continuing into the autumn
with a range of meetings and actions.
Get angry! Get active!

CALLING ALL
STUDENTS!

Just started university? Want
to set-up a Fight Racism!
Fight Imperialism! society?
Wish to hold an anti-
: imperialist meeting?
Contact us at 020 7837 1688.

FRFI SPEAKING TOUR

Saturday 3 October 1-5pm

Crisis of capitalism

The struggle against racism
Northumbria University, Stage 2,
Northumbria Students Union

Sandyford Road, near Haymarket Metro
Newcastle

Sunday 4 October 4-7pm

Grisis of capitalism

The fight against Labour racism
Upstairs in the Royalty, Chester Road
Sunderland

Saturday 10 October 2-5pm

Crisis of capitalism

The Bistro in the Casa, Hope Street
Liverpool

Sunday 11 October 1.30-5.30pm
Crisis in capitalism
Socialist Cuba

Cross Street Chapel, off Market Street
Manchester

Saturday 17 October 12-5pm
Crisis of capitalism
Revolutionary Cuba

Bolivar Hall, 56 Grafton Way
Nearest tube Warren Street,
London

Saturday 24 October 2-5pm
Socialist Cuba

The struggle against imperialism
Room T4, Dundee University Tower

Dundee

Sunday 25 October 1.30-5pm
Crisis of capitalism
Revolutionay Cuba

Jury's Inn Hotel, Jamaica Street,
Glasgow

EVENTS

LONDON

Every Thursday 6-8pm
Demonstration for Palestine -
Victory to the Intifada

Picket Marks & Spencer
Oxford Street, WC1

Nearest tube Marble Arch

Wednesday 30 September 7.30pm
Public meeting: Who is more
dangerous — Labour or the BNP?

The Exmouth Arms, Starcross Street, NW1
Nearest tube Euston

Saturday 3 October 3-5pm

Public meeting: Who is more
dangerous — Labour or the BNP?
Café Mondo, 3 West Ham Lane, E15
Nearest tube Stratford

Sunday 4 October 5-7pm

Readers and Supporters Group —
Discussion of Palestine article in

FRFI 211

Upstairs at The Compass, Penton Street, N1
Nearest tube Angel

Tuesdays 6 October and 3 November 1-2pm
Fight Labour's racist immigration laws!
Demonstration at Communications

House Immigration Reporting Centre

0Old Street, EC1

Nearest tube Old Street

Wednesday 14 October 7.30pm

Public meeting: Who is more
dangerous — Labour or the BNP?

Union Tavern, 146 Camberwell New Road,
SE5

Nearest tube Oval

Saturday 24 October 12-3pm
Demonstration: Free Palestine!
Marks & Spencer, Marble Arch,
Oxford Street WC1

Saturday 21 November 12-3pm
Speak out against racism and
deportations

Brixton (near tube station) SW9

For more details call: 020 7837 1688
email: londonfrfi@gmail.com

NEWCASTLE
Every Thursday 5-7pm
Demonstration for Palestine -
Victory to the Intifada

 Picket Marks & Spencer

Northumberiand Street

Every Saturday 3pm
yneside Community Action for
ly meeting

MANCHESTER

Saturday 7 November 12pm

Rolling picket targeting businesses
that support Israel

Assemble at Co-op Bank, Corparation
Street

Sunday 8 November 2pm
FRFI Forum — Palestine under siege
Percival Suite, Cross Street Chapel

For information on weekly stalls and other
actions contact, mercgfrfi@fsmail.net
07519 427 093

GLASGOW

Tuesday 13 October 7.30pm

Public meeting: Capitalist crisis —the
need to fight back

Langside Halls, 1 Langside Avenue,

Wednesday 4 November 7.30pm
‘Stand up for Justice’ comedy night
Maggie Mays, 60 Trongate G1 5EP

Tuesday 10 November 7.30pm

Public meeting: Afghanistan —troops
out now!

Langside Halls, as above

Sunday 29 November 2pm
Celebration of the life of
John MacLean
Pollokshaws Burgh Halls,
2025 Pollokshaws Road

For further details of events and activities
in Scotland call 07779 785 529
or email: frfiscotland@yahoo.com

RATB
EVENTS

LONDON

Film showing: Che part 1
Thursday 8 October 7.30pm
Bolivar Hall, 56 Grafton Way, W1

Discussions on Che Guevara: the
Economics of Revolution 7pm
Tuesday 13 October: The Perseverance,
Lambs Conduit Street, WC1

Wednesday 4 November: The Compass,
Penton Street, N1

MANCHESTER
Saturday 25 October and

Sunday 6 December 2pm

Film showings

Percival Suite, Cross Street Chapel

NEWCASTLE
Saturday 10 October 12-3pm
Che day: street celebration
Greys Monument

~ Saturday 24 October 11am-3pm

Honduras solidarity action
Monument
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On Sunday 13 September the
Cuban flag was lowered to hall
mast across the island to moumn
the death of Juan Almeida
Bosque, aged 82, who died of a
heart attack two days earlier. Tens
of thousands of people paid their
respects in every province in
Cuba, led by Raul Castro in
Revolution Square in Havana,

Almeida had participated in the

revolutionary struggle against
Batista from the outset in 1952,
becoming a Commander of the
Revolution, a member of the
Political Bureau of the Cuban
Communist Party (CCP) since its
formation in 1965, a delegate in
the National Assembly and a vice
president of the governing
Council of State; positions he held
until his death. He was also
president of the Association of
Combatants, founded in 1993 for
weterans from the 1950s struggle
and from Cuba’s military
interventions in Africa and
elsewhere in the 1960s, 1970s and
1980s.

‘Bom in Havana in 1927 toa
poor black family of 12 children,
Almeida began work at the age of
11. In 1952, when Batista carried
Almeida was working as a
bricklayer, a porter and in the
ticket office of the spa in Havana
University, where oppesition to

[JUAN ALMEIDA BOSQUE

‘tAqui no se rinde nadie!’
‘No one surrenders here!’

love song written by Almeida for
a Mexican woman, ‘Lupe’,
became the song of the sea-sick
journey on the overcrowded,
leaking boat, known as the
Granma expedition.

Three days after landing, the
expeditionaries were ambushed.
Shot in the neck, Che Guevara sat
down to contemplate death. ‘No
one surrenders here!” shouted
Almeida, above the din,
responding to one rebel’s
suggestion that they do just that.*
Almeida urged Che up and taking
control of a group of survivors,
he set off to find Fidel and the
others, It took them over two
weeks to reunite.

In March 1957, Almeida was
seriously wounded by a shot in
the chest. Having recovered, a
year later he took command of a
new column and set off to create

the Rebel Army's Third Front, at
the same time that Raul Castro

created the Second Front. In
January 1959, as the Revolution
swept into power, Almeida
entered Havana alongside Fidel
Castro, and immediately took up
positions of military command.
In 1963, he became First Vice
Minister of the Revolutionary
Armed Forces and Commander
of the Central Division of the
Army.

In addition to his military and
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CHOOSE THE

If you believe that the treach-
ery of the opportunist British
labour and trade union move-
ment must be challenged,
then there is no alternative —
Join the RCG!

1 would like to join/recelve
more information
about the RCG &)

1 would like to join an
FRF Readers &
Supporters Group

Name

Address

Tel

email

SUBSCRIBE

to the best
anti-imperialist
newspaper in Britain
FIGHT RACISM!

FIGHT IMPERIALISM!
[ e mem s sss e )

Subscription rates:
* Britain (inc N Ireland): £7.50 for
6 issues, £14 for 12 issues

= Europe (Air): £11 for 6 issues,
£21 for 12 issues

= Rest of world (Air PPR): £12.50
for 6 issues, £24 for 12 issues

* Rest of world (air-sealed):
£19.50 for 6 issues, £38 for 12
issues

* Libraries and institutions:
double individual rates

Make cheques/P0s payable to
Larkin Publications.
Add £5 for foreign currency cheques.
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FRFI BCM Box 5900 London WC1N 3XX
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website: www.revolutionarycommunist.com

Free Irish Republican
Socialist prisoners!

Rl.‘l ently Pearse McCauley and
Kevin Walsh were released from
Castlerea prison, having served a
sentence for the manslaughter of
Detective Garda Gerry McCabe,
killed during an armed robbery
Whilst we are happy that these
men will be reunited with their
friends and families, the release
serves to highlight the plight of
four fellow Republicans currently
serving sentences for a similar
offence. Between them they have
served over 100 years within these
prison walls, with no sign of
release on the horizon.

Michael McHugh of Co
Armagh and Noel Callan of Co
Monaghan were convicted in
December 1985 by the Special
Criminal Court of the murder of
Garda Sergeant Patrick Morrissey
at Tallansworth, Co Louth on 27
June 1985. They were both
sentenced to death, which was
later commuted to 40 years’
imprisonment. Patrick McCann of
Waterford and Colm O'Shea of
Cork were convicted at the
Special Criminal Court in 1980 of
the murders of both Detective
John Morley and Garda Henry
Doyle who died during an armed
robbery in Ballaghandereen, Co
Roscommon. They also were both
sentenced to death, commuted to
40 years’ imprisonment.

Subsequently, as the peace
process progressed, these men
were asked to sign up to the Good
Friday Agreement in recognition
of the fact their convictions for
scheduled offences in a political
Diplock-style court qualified them
for release under the terms of that
agreement, Over ten years later,
they still languish here in
Portlaoise gaol, left to rot by the
Irish government

You have not heard, nor will you,
other signatories of the Good Friday
Agreement such as Martin Ferris of
Sinn Fein calling for parity of
justice for these four men. You will
not see Martin Ferris standing in the
Dail chambers denouncing their
continuing detention. An ohvious
case of seeing nothing, hearing
nothing and doing nothing as Sinn
Fein's quest for an Ireland of equals
continues to exclude those not
under the Provisional banner.

Michael, Noel, Paddy and Colm
are political prisoners and are
entitled to release as outlined in the
agreement reached on 10 April
1998, in which the Irish and British
governments committed themselves
to an accelerated programme for the
release of prisoners convicted of
scheduled offences in Northern
Ireland or, in the case of those
sentenced outside the north, for
similar offences.

e-mall: editorial@rcgfrfi.plus.com

Their continuing incarceration is
akin to state victimisation when it
is taken into account that four
Provisional IRA Garda killers were
released under the agreement
Michael, Noel, Paddy and Colm
have petitioned succes
Ministers of Justice

ver the past
ten years with no success, They
have also undertaken High Court
action to seek their release under
the Good Friday Agreement, also
to no avail. These men are ‘legally”
entitled to their freedom, yet it
seems unless fellow Republican
socialists who seek justice, fairness
and equality, rally round and
hlp.hhu,hl their continuing
incarceration, they will be left to
rot in Portlaoise

We appeal to those in the
Republican family, irrespective of
their party allegiance, to do
everything in their power to put
pressure on the Justice Minister
Dermot Ahemn to release these men
by raising public awareness of
these men’s plight by organising
pickets, protests and leaflets in a
united, orchestrated campaign to
seek their freedom.

In solidarity and struggle,

NEIL MYLES

0On behalf of IRSM prisoners,
E4 landing, Portlacise Gaol,
Portlaoise, Ireland

‘Holy war’ against slavery

16 October is the 150th
anniversary of John Brown's raid
on Harpers Ferry in 1859. John
Brown waged *holy war” against
slavery up and down the Kansas
border, executing slaveholders and
attempting to free slaves. In 1859
he planned to raid the armoury at
Harpers Ferry and to issue the arms
to freed slaves. Due to a number of
tactical mistakes, he was unable to
complete his plan and he and his
men were surrounded, fighting
bravely against both militia and US
marines. On 17 October, marines
overran John Brown’s position and
captured him and his remaining
men. John Brown was found guilty
of treason against the

Commonwealth of Virginia and he
was subsequently hanged, going to
his death unrepentant and with
greal bravery.

The heroic sacrifice by Brown

and his men is an example to us all.

At the time, Marx wrote: ‘In my
opinion the biggest things that are
happening in the world today are
on the one hand the movement of
the slaves in America, started by
the death of John Brown, and on
the other the movement of the
slaves in Russia...the signal has
now been given’(11 January 1860).

STEVE PALMER
Los Angeles, US

Arrogant voice of imperialism

Thanks for the latest FRFI. Like
many others I am grateful for your
support of Cuba.

Two things in the media are
especially irritating. The first is that
they seem to be aware only of
people on £50K+ per annum, and
assume they are the mass of the
population. Whereas, in reality, six
million households have incomes
well below £15,000 and some no
more than £200 per week.

The second thing is the incurable
arrogance of the so-called experts.

“What are we going to do about
Burma?” is their latest foray, as
though the ruins of Iraq and
Afghanistan were not enough of a
reproach to the ferocity of
imperialism. But no: their steady,
callous, insolent voices seem
resolved forever to lecture us into
acceptance of their low, mean
values.

JOHN O'HIGGINS
Leicester

Still
struggling
against state
oppression

Thjs message is to let you
soldiers know that I am still alive

and well.

This message is to let you
soldiers know that we gunslingers
on this end are still operating
inside of the people’s struggle
against state oppression, and we
are doing well.

This message is to let you
soldiers know that we soldiers on
this end dig that people’s struggle
paper that you have been sending
to us over the years, and this
message is to let you know that we
dig it and you are to continue
sending that Fight Racism! Fight
Impenalism! paper to us.

Be cool,

The 0ld Man JOE-JOE (JOSEPH
BOWEN)

AM-4272,1 Kelly Drive, Coal
Township, PA 17866-1021, US.

Political prisoner Joseph "Joe-
Joe'" Bowen is a member of the
Black Liberation Army. He has
been in prison since 1971.

Justice for
Peter Hakala

Mnny thanks for having me on
Your mailing list for FRFI, where I
always locate truth and enjoy
solidarity.

Also I thank you and each
Supporter on Facebook Support
Peter Hakala and trust that with
Your help truth will surface and
Justice will be done, but am hoping
1 will be sooner rather than later. I

over 23 long years and held as a
hostage. I have a solicitor trying to
get my case back to the Royal
Courts of Justice with new
evidence, In the prison I have been
treated as a second class cilizen
and been lost in the system because
1 am not guilty and for this reason
will not admit guilt and the prison
authorities have not and are not
giving me an easy ride.

In 2005 my paper work was sent
to HMP Whitemoor, which made
an assessment to see if I fit the
criteria for Dangerous and Severe

the dictatorship was organised. political contributions, Almeida
Almeida joined an underground  was an accomplished poet and | wish to subscribe to
resistance cell with fellow wrote 12 books and 300 songs, FRFI beginning with issue
construction workers and teamed ~ many of which are national
up with Fidel Castro and others classics. In an interview given Nameaseai=s o, oo ok ool
planning the attack on the shortly before his death he said
Moncada Barracks on 26 July ‘The Revolution is an —_ = —_—
1953. The attacked failed and irreversible, tangible fact, made idians
Almeida was captured and stood  concrete and matenal by our TR
trial. During the court case the plans in education, health
Jjudge accused him of wanting a services, our culture, scientific- S
revolution so that he could give technical developments, & %
orders. He replied ‘I want the improvements in the conditions
Revolution to triumph so the of life...the Revolution is not a M e,
people can give orders...the work of perfection, but it is ours,
moment has to arrive when it is and we have developed it with
the people...who are in charge’. love and in favour of our people.’

Freed in May 1955 as part of a | enclose payment of £ _ for
general prisoner amnesty to guell  Viva Juan Aimeida Bosque!
public outcry, the Moncada Viva the Cuban Revolution! _ lIssuesatrate
attackers went into exile in Return this form to:
Mexico from where they trained  * Che mistakenly wrote that it FAFI,
for guerrilla warfare and planned  was Camilo Cienfuegos who BCM Box 5909,
their return by boat. The parting  shouted this, but it was Almeida. London WCTN 3XX

have been wrongly locked up for Personality Disorder (DSPD).

Their multi-disciplinary team
made their assessment in my
absence; the outcome was that I do
not fit the DSPD criteria, A little
later all my documentation was
sent to HMP Frankland, where
their multidisciplinary team
confirmed that I do not fit the
criteria.

Then on 20 July 2007 I was sent
here from HMP Wakefield and
told, firstly, that they were going to
make an assessment on me in
August. Then the date was moved
12 months, then 18 months and

finally I have been given the
unwanted assessment. On 7
August 2009, the psychologist
stated that I now fit the DSPD
criteria. I am not happy as under
EU law no-one can be retried on a
sentence if he has served his
sentence in full or part in another
country, or have an additional
punishment added.

I am a foreign national and there
is a deportation order on me on
pletion of my sent but I
can’t receive parole as that would
mean accepting guilt. | am totally
lost in this sad system and can't see

even a ray of hope. Overseas, |
have a long criminal record but 1
have never committed a crime in
England. The psychologist here
has made an assessment of me
based on my Australian record but
1'd like to know under what law,

1 am glad to receive FRFI and all
the readers’ support. All support is
most welcome and 1 thank you
from the bottom of my heart. No
peace until justice.

PETER HAKALA L44089
HMP Frankland, Brasside,
Durham DH1 5YD

ERRATUM

Inm surprised to see the word
*Afghani’ used throughout FRF1
210 to refer to the people of
Afghanistan and their nationality.
The proper word is *Afghan’.
“Afghani’ is the name of the
currency used in that country.

You damage your credibility
and reputation by using wrong
terminology about such a
prominent country.

ANDREW D GRANT
North London
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FRANCE:

Law of the Jungle

At daybreak on 22 September, more
than S00 police officers encircled the
migrant squatters’ camp known as
‘The Jungle’ outside the port of Calais
in northern France as police helicopters
hovered overhead. Despite protests by
migrants and their supporters, who
shouted out ‘Shame on France’ and
held placards reading *We need shelter
and protection, we want peace’, 278
migrants, half of them children, were
rounded up, with riot police cordoning
off the area to pick up any who tned to
escape, and herded onto buses. The
tents and tarpaulins, including a
makeshift mosque, were razed to the
ground with bulldozers and flame-
throwers
Calais is a focal point for undocu-
mented migrants desperate to get to
Britain — what campaign group No
Borders, which has been active in
defending the camps, calls “the bottle-
neck of Fortress Europe’. Because
Britain refuses to sign up to the
Schengen agreement (which allows
free movement between European
countrics), these migrants arc cor-
ralled in a no-man’s land, forced to
attempt to secretly board trains and
lorries destined for British ports, often
risking their lives: some have been
there for months or even years. Until
2002, the Red Cross provided facili-
ties for such migrants — many of them
young, many of them traumatised by
their expericnces — at Sangatte, where
there was access to food, shelter, clean
water and medical care. Then, under
pressure from Britain, the Sangatte

sl tightens screw
n migrants

A man is dragged away by pollce during the break up of the camp at Ca!als

centre was bulldozed. With nowhere
to go and no means of supporting
themselves, makeshift camps began to
spring up in woodland all along the
northern coast. Lacking sanitation and
running water, these camps are inevit-
ably squalid, crowded places where
disease is rife. Despite appeals by the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees,
Britain has flatly refused to take any
of the Calais migrants.

Although under French law it is a

crime punishable by up to five years in
prison and a £25,000 fine to ‘aid or
facilitate either dircctly or indirectly the
arrival, circulation or residence of ille-
gal immigrants in France’, all over the
Pas-de-Calais region local groups have
been providing food and other essen-
tials, sometimes with the tacit support
of local authorities, and defending
camps against harassment from police,
who regularly destroy dwellings, tear-
gas woodland and arrest and detain

atin American workers:
fighting for our rights

The Latin American community in Britain is increasingly
involved in actions that are laying the foundations for a
new political culture. FRFI has been active in solidarity
with many of these activities. ROGELIO SALGADO,
an activist with the Latin American Workers' Association
(LAWA), has written this article for FRFI.
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QUE PELEA |
S MAS FUERTF<*

Latin American workers demonstrate for their rights

round 95% of Latin American
workers are employed as
cleaners of office buildings,

, public  transport and

roads. We appreciate being part of this
advanced consumer society. However,
it is vital we remember that, while we
live in a system that has all the trap-
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pings of democracy and that allows us
certain rights, there are other rights we
have to fight for.

Politically, the growing commu-
nity of Latin American workers in
London plays an important role. Many
asylum seekers from Latin America
bring W!ﬂl m a wealth of tmdo

union experience which sharpens the
class consciousness of workers’ strug-
gles in Britain at a grass roots level,
even if some of those involved in the
existing union structures here would
prefer to slow such developments down.

LAWA and Justice for
Cleaners

Hundreds of the workers who today
make up the Justice for Cleaners cam-
paign organised by the Unite union
originally became involved via LAWA.
LAWA has actively supported the work
of Justice for Cleaners, demanding not
just rights as workers but also the right
to stay in Britain.

But in our search for recognition as
a group of cleaning workers who are
fighting for our rights, we seem each
day to be losing support and commit-
ment to our struggle from certain mem-
bers of Unite, one of the most powerful
unions in this country. Take for exam-
ple the case of Alberto Durango who,
despite being a Unite member, has been
denied adequate support after being
victimised for his union membership by
cleaning company Lancaster; as if that
were not bad enough, Unite is even
threatening to suspend him because he
challenged the union burcaucracy.

At the beginning of 2009, the Mitie
cleaning company sacked five clean-
ers who worked at the Willis building
in the City of London, The workers
requested support from Unite, but the
union refused to support them on the
basis that they had not exhausted the
negotiation process and that, with sup-

'lmﬂ fmx LAWA, had dcclded to

people. In carly Septe mber 2009, in a
dawn raid, police detained 85 migrants
at a long-established camp in Angres
destroying the camp and all lhn ir pos
sessions. After the migrants’ release
from the detention centre in Coquelles,
local people set up a new camp In the
square outside the town hall, with the
full support of the town's mayor

This wholesale onslaught on the
Jungle, described by French Immigra-
tion Minister Eric Besson as an attempt
to clamp down on ‘human traffickers’
and make Calais ‘watertight’ against
migrants, marks the start of a new,
harsher strategy, part of a deal drawn
up in July by the French and British
governments whereby Britain will allo-
cate an extra £15 million to new scan-
ning equipment, dog controls, lorry
searches and a processing centre while
France steps up deportations and oblit-
erates the Jungle by the end of 2009.
Although France has gone through the
motions of promising that each migrant
will be offered the option of voluntary
repatriation or a chance to make an
asylum claim in France (a opportunity
many migrants say they have been
denied until now), with forced removal
reserved for failed claims, it is plan-
ning to charter a record number of
‘repatriation flights’ from northem
France, mainly to Afghanistan and
Iraq, and to build a second detention
centre to supplement the existing cen-

launch protests and demonstrations
without official authorisation from
Unite. For Unite, this appears to have
been the final straw as far as LAWA
was concerned. From then on, day by
day we found ourselves increasingly
marginalised and subjected to grow-
ing constraints imposed by Unite.
Faced with this hostility, LAWA
had no option but to build grassroots
support within the Coordinadora Lat-
inoamericana [the London-based um-
brella group of radical Latin America
solidarity organisations] and distance
itself from the trade union bureaucracy.
LAWA will continue to fight and to
organise wherever solidarity is needed
in action, not just words, and wherever
progressive forces are to be found so
that we can one day create a real union,
one that is truly inclusive and repre-
sentative. LAWA can be contacted at
latin_americanworkers@hotmail.com

REINSTATE
JUAN CARLOS!

Juan Carlos Piedra Benitez is
an activist with LAWA and the
Movement of Ecuadorians in the
UK (MERU) who has supported
many workers' struggles in Lon-
don. While working for Office
and General, the cleaning con-
tractors at University College,
London, he faced a disciplinary
meeting for his union activities
and for informing other workers
about their rights. When he con-
tinued his political activities, he
was made redundant.

Support the campaign to re-
instate Juan Carlos — protest on
Thursday 1 October at 1pm, Uni-
versity College London main
quad, Gower Street, London WC1.

tre at Coquelles. This new centre will
be located on a carved-out ‘British
control zone” in Calais; this will allow
Britain and France to circumvent
French courls, w hich have been refus-
ine to send illegal immigrants back to
countries where they may face perse-
cution. Tt will be what No Borders
describes as ‘an “off-shore, on-shore™
detention centre that exploits legal sys-
tems and evades European and interna-
tional law on immigration and asylum
in order to fast-track people out of

Europe, no questions asked’. In addi-
tion, those seeking asylum who trav-
eled via Greece or [taly will have been

finger-printed and will be sent back to

those countries to make their claim. [n
the last year, Greece has not accepted a
single asylum claim from either Af

ghanistan or [Iraq; recently Italy ha

been turning back boatloads of refu
gees from Africa without even giving
them a chance to claim asylum

But even these vicious measure
will not stop the migrants. The 22 Sep
tember attack had been widely her
alded. and the majority of the camp’
1.000-2,000 inhabitants, mainly P 15h-

tun young men -H']“ h!"r‘\ ”t"‘lﬁ[ ']‘-“
war in Afghanistan, but also including
Iraqis, Somalians, Eritreans and Pale
tinians, had already melted away to
join other camps along the coast or lie
low until the raids were over before
trying again to make the last, desper-
ate leg of their journey (o Britain. As
long as imperialism continues to con-
demn the majority of the world’s pop-
ulation to poverty and insecurity, as
long as the brutal occupation of Af-
ghanistan and Iraq continues and as
long as Britain refuses to open its bor-
ders to those fleeing the appalling
global conditions it has helped create,
these ‘jungles’ will continue to mush-
room along the northern
France.

ITALY:

New law
criminalises
immigrants

coast of

Under a law passed by the Italian

government on 8 August, it is now a

criminal offence to be an ‘illegal’

immigrant in [taly. Such immigrants

will face a court appearance, an evie-

tion order and a fine of between §,000-

€0,000, with imprisonment for those

who cannot pay. Given that the vast

majority of migrants who land on

Italian shores are destitute refugees
from north Africa, this is a cynical
manoeuvre to lock up migrants for
terms that can now stretch to six
months. In addition, the law makes it a
criminal offence — punishable by three
years’ imprisonment — to rent accom-
modation to ‘illegal” immigrants; those
who help such migrants in any way
will be punished. Teachers and other
state officials are legally obliged to
inform on immigrants they suspect and
— in a sop to the far-right Northem
League, who helped draft the proposals
— President Berlusconi has agreed to
the formation of wigilante patrols to
sniff out suspected ‘illegals’. The
quasi-fascist uniformed Italian Nat-
ional Guard has already announced its
intention to patrol the streets. Parents
registering a birth must prove they are
both legal residents, otherwise their
child will be denied access to public
services. Already, there is marked drop
in attendance at hospitals and clinics by
migrants, who fear being denounced;
homelessness is soaring. Perhaps most
shocking, where fishermen
rushed to help migrants lost at sea in
makeshift rafts, at the end of August 73
Eritreans died in a boat in Italian
waters when their motor failed and
dozens of fishing boats refused to
answer their calls for help. The one
boat that did stop threw food to them
but was too afraid of the consequences
to let them board. As a West African
resident in ltaly told Afrik.com, ‘this is
reminiscent of the Nazi era except that
it is aimed at those of us who are
black... we live in fear’.

once

Cat Wiener
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