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editorial

after nortugal and greece:
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The Greek dictatorship, like the Portuguese dictatorship, had
to step down because ifs internal divisions were threatening fo
bring about the disintegration of the army, the only effective
instrument of power left to the decrepit bourgeoisie in both
these countries. The dictatorship had to step down because it
was becoming a source of embarrassment and crisis for the
ruling class and its imperialist protectors.

In both cases, the enthronement of @ "man of providence, "
here Spfnola, there Karamanlis, was above all a preventive
step. The regime was changed from above to prevent it from
being overthrown from below. In both cases, the success of
the maneuver is doubtful at best.

To be sure, the Greek Caetanos have not yet been driven out.
For the moment, they are sharing power with a team of worn
out bourgeois politicians who they had not so long age in-
sulted and humiliated. Even the chief of the military police,
loannidis the torturer, is still at his post. |t is not yet certain
that the generals gave up more than the appearance of power
on the night of July 23-24. .

But the Greek masses, much more hardened and experienced
in political life and popular mobilization than were the Portu-
guese masses on the eve of April 25, will not remain passive
spectators before the sordid intrigues being played out among
civilians and military men, monarchists and republicans, among
the bourgeois personnel now in power in Athens. |t was out of
fear of the masses that the king and the army plotted the sup-
pression of democratic rights in 1967. |t was out of fear of the
masses that the Papadopoulos regime was replaced by an even
more obscurantist regime in November 1973. By opening the
door to the eruption of the masses onto the political scene,

the night of July 23-24 dealt a death blow to the power of

the army. In spite of Karamanlis's efforts to solidify the army's
"unity" with the people against the "foreign menace, " it is
only a question of time before the army's power passes from
the scene.

The material demands of the workers crushed by inflation, the
democratic and anticapitalist demands of the radicalized youth,
and the socialist aspirations of the vanguard of the popular
masses will all surge to the surface in the days and weeks
ahead. Greece will experience a Portuguese-type develop=
ment.

And in the same sense, the chain reaction touched off on
April 25 at the westernmost extremity of southern Europe is
bound to spread with growing force along the whole southern

face of the continent. The Francoist regime, last remaining
far-right dictatorship in Europe, has been dealt a second pow-
erful blow. The impatient hopes of the Spanish working masses
will be accentuated. There too some surprises may be in the
offing in the near future.

In Italy an impressive new rise of workers struggles is matur-
ing and developing. Stimulated by the political weakening
suffered by the bourgeoisie after the defeat of the oppenents
of divorce in the May |2 referendum and the thunderous mass
response to fascist terror in Brescia and nourished by the prole-
tariat's indignation at the "austerity plan," which hits the
workers and leaves the rich untouched, the new rise of work=-
ers struggles is heating things up in the big factories. Autumn
will be hot in Italy. It will be hot in Portugal. It will be hot
in Greece. And the interaction of all these fever-pitches
will be felt elsewhere too, of that we can be sure.

Certainly, the risks and threats remain recl. The traditional
leaderships of the proletariat are discriented, hesitant, and
fearful in the countries involved. They are afraid of mass ac-
tion that "might proveke" a forceful return of currents favor-
ing reestablishment of right-wing dictatorships. They are pre-
pared to make any compromise and engage in any sell-out to
moderate and slow things down and to break the spirit of the
masses. Their essential concern is to show the bourgeoisie
that they are loyal and reasonable partners in undertakings
that are compatible with a "democratized" capitalist system.
But by seeking to break the spirit of the masses, they are pre-
cisely creating the conditions for a new rise of far-right dan-
gers, which feed on the instability and impossible situation
to which are condemned bourgecis-democratic regimes that
are too bankrupt to grant substantial reforms and too weak te
break the workers combativity.

The revolutionary vanguard as yet possesses neither the neces-
sary strength nor implantation to be considered by the prole-
tariat as a credible alternative to the traditional conciliating
and treacherous leaderships. The crisis will therefore persist.
There will be a race between the reorganization of the far
right and the strengthening of the far left, of its capacity to
convince and unite broader and broader layers of the prole-
tariat and toiling masses. It takes time and it will take more
time to construct new mass revolutionary parties, powerful
sections of the Fourth International. No one can yet say
whether the delay opened by the revolutionary crisis in south-
ern Europe will be of long enough duration to attain that
goal.



But one thing is certain. The fundamental tendency in coming
months will be toward the broadening and not the retreat of
the mass movement. The swing of the pendulum favors the
proletariat, not the bourgeoisie. 1t is up fo revolutionaries

to exploit this opportunity to the fullest by patiently explain-
ing to the masses the great chances for socialist revolution,
the risks that threaten those chances if this opportunity is not
seized upon, the congenital weaknesses of the reformist pro-

CYPRUS

grams of class collaboration, the necessity of building cadres
and constructing the revolutionary party, the key importance
of pushing for the emergence of organs of dual power, and

the way to combine defense of immediate economic and demo-
cratic demands with the struggle for the transitional program,
for workers power, and for the socialist united states of Europe.
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The July 15 coup d'etat in Cyprus was inspired and organized
by the military-fascist regime in Greece. That regime's bru-
tality and political stupidity was fully revealed by this under-
taking.

The Athens military regime could not have hoped to achieve
any economic or financial advantages from its Cyprus opera-
tion. Apart from the strictly limited profits extracted from the
influx of currency brought on by the annual tourist invasion
and the subprofits arising from the several thousand British
soldiers stationed on the military bases Britain maintains on
the island, Cyprus is a poor country. In the future, perhaps,
the island's subsoil could produce some economic gains, but
capital for this has not yet flowed in, and Greek financial
capital is not up to the task. So the July 15 coup cannot be
accounted for by any local "imperialist” objective on the
part of the Athens regime.

But the attachment of Cyprus to Greece has always been a
central theme of ultranationalist and fascist circles and broth-
erhoods in Greece. The idea of a Greater Greece always re-
mained on the order of the day for Greek military circles per-
meated by this fascist-like ideology. Holding the reigns of
wer, the Greek military decided fo take a step forward in
ot to attain ifs objective. But the political conse-
~were touched off soon got out of the junta's con-
~ght about the overthrow of the Athens
~«med by th flames it ignited itself.

arried out before Athens lost con=

trol of events, which went through a chain-reaction develop-
ment, provoking an international escalation of considerable
proportions that illustrated the purely strategic military and
political function that the island of Cyprus presently fulfills.

Why the coup and why now ?

It was the most extreme elements among Greek nationalist cir-
cles that came to power in Athens last November by overthrow=
ing the regime of Papadopoulos, who was himself the colonel
who orchestrated the 1967 coup that installed the Greek dicta-
torship. The orientation the Papadopoulos regime had taken
during 1973 corresponded to the wishes of pro-Western bour-
geois leaders who favored a limited internal liberalization

and the restoration of a few formal democratic norms like
elections. The hope was that this cosmetic operation could
give Greece an appearance of modernization and that the
Common Market would thus open its doors to Athens. The
hardliners, opposed to this surface liberalization and panicked
by the popular upsurge of November 1973, liquidated Papado-
poulos and took over, manifesting their Nazi- and fascist-
loving origins, which go back to the second world war and

the postwar Greek counterrevolution.

The military clique had no social base whatever within the

country. Contrary to Papadopoulos, who wanted to introduce
a few reforms in order to integrate some bourgeois personali-
ties of the opposition so as to gain some credit for his regime,




the ultranationalist generals who toock over in November were
totally isolated. Several weeks after the resignation of the
minister of foreign affairs, for example, the junta had still
not found a civilian candidate willing to replace him. The
regime, aided by international inflation, had managed to
make the country's economic situation even worse. It was
holding itself in power solely by the force of its army.

But while it had no social base, the junta did have ideological
convictions. It hoped to be able to develop a popular con-
sensus by resorting to the device of xenophobia, especially
against the Turks. When the question of oil deposits in the
Aegean Sea came up, Athens launched a crude hysterical
campaign against Turkey, which naturally intended to ex-
ploit the potential resources of the common Greek-Turkish
sea. But the Greek people did not line up behind the regime
in a patriotic spirit against the "eternal enemy." Cyprus --
like Deroullide's Alsace-Lorraine in the pathologically na-
tionalist France of the pre-1914 period -- was supposed to

be an ideal terrain for the realization of pan-Hellenism, even
though 20 percent of the island's population is Turkish. But
there was no demonstration of popular support when the anti-
Turkish general mobilization was announced in Greece. Nor
did the manner in which the Greek government presented the
Cyprus events create a current favoring its undertaking. The
fact that all power was officially concentrated in the hands
of the military, even though no war broke out between Greece
and Turkey, was another illustration of the regime's isolation.
Even more recently, it was announced that anyone circulating
information about alleged clashes within the regime would be
hauled before military courts and subject to the death penalty
on charges of national treason. The evocation of Alexander
the Great and the 1821 war against the Ottoman empire gen-
erated no response among the youth. The stupidity of the
Greek military was fully revealed in all these actions. All
this nationalist scenery belongs to a bygone era.

July 1974 was chosen as the time for the Nicosia coup be-
cause the Greek regime believed all the conditions were
right. There were a number of factors motivating that belief.

First, the junta felt certain of Washington®s support and thought
that this would leave it a free hand. The recent signature of
new agreements guaranteeing Washington an extension of its
military implantation in Greece -- land, air, and especially
naval bases -- brought the two regimes ever closer together.
Second, there was the latent crisis of Turkish-American rela-
tions a few weeks ago, after the Turkish government again le-
galized the growing of opium poppies, which alarmed Wash-
ington because of the potential effects on American cities
like New York that have been racked by widespread use of
heroin.

Third, relations between Cyprus and the United States have
never been good. This is amply demonstrated by Makarios's
arms purchases from the Soviet bloc and by his refusal to place
himself under the direct tutelage of Washington. Makarios's
"neutralist" posturing, timid as it was, annoyed Washington,
especially after Kissinger's opening of the new drive to impose
American hegemony in the Arab East. Even though he had al-
lowed the British to maintain bases in Cyprus that were inte-
grated into the NATO system, Makarios did not fit into Amer-
ican strategy in Europe or the Arab East. He therefore stood

in the way of Kissinger, whose whole project is to assert U.S.
economic and military power in the world. The American plan
involved supplanting Great Britain, the old colonial power

in Cyprus, and London was supporting Makarios. The realiza-
tion of this plan was made more urgent by the prospective sig-
nature under U.S. auspices of peace accords between Israel
and the Arab states. And finally, Makarios's opposition to the

Athens junta made him a threat to the Greek regime, for he
could aid and rally the bourgeois opposition to the military
dictatorship. Makarios had become a figure of sorts in polit-
ical life inside Greece.

Such were the conditions the Greek junta counted on to make
its coup d'etat in Nicosia. While the ideclogical aspect of
the enosis operation (the attachment of Cyprus to Greece) was
strongly apparent, its most striking feature was its political
weakness. In a grotesque way, the operation was not without
parallels to Hitler's annexation of Austria (the Anschluss).

The form of the coup

Cyprus is composed of two nationalities, Greek and Turkish.
The latter accounts for about 20 percent of the island's popu-
lation (which is less than a million) and does not favor the
attachment of Cyprus to Greece. The Greek community, while
it is a majority, is also not thrilled by the idea of being inte-
grated into the "fatherland." The old British colonial regime
utilized, and even deliberately stirred up, the permanent and
latent conflict between the two national components to justify
its presence. This is the basis on which British imperialism main-
tained its military presence after it granted Cypriot indepen-
dence in 1959,

Conflicts between the two communities had calmed down un-
til the Greek junta's coup. Since no social force on the island
among the Greek Cypriots expressed support for enosis, which
was in any case opposed by the Turks, the attempted attach-
ment could only be carried out in a "substitutist" manner and
by force, thus confirming that the Athens regime also lacked
a social base in Cyprus itself. The political personnel Athens
placed in power in Nicosia demonstrate the character of the
coup even more clearly. They are a bunch of gangsters and
cabaret scum, agents of all sorts of corrupt trafficking who
lack the slightest social base. They are not even well-heeled
bourgeois notables. |t was a completely open fact that the
head of this mafia clique, Nikes Sampson, was a former killer
from the terrorist, fascistic organization EOKA-B,* which
emerged out of the most ultranationalist Greek and Greek
Cypriot circles headed in Cyprus by the madman General
Grivas. As soon as he was in power, Sampson started hunting
down supporters of Makaries and militants of the Cypriot Com-
munist party (AKEL), which supported the Makarios regime.

The instrument of the coup was the Cypriot National Guard,
composed of Greek Cypriots but trained and staffed by sev-
erdal hundred Greek officers sent from Athens and committed
to the regime of the Greek junta.

After the installation of the second military junta in Greece,
interference in Cyprus by Athens was intensified through the
medium of this Greek military and political force on the is-
land. Consequently, the officers of the National Guard be-
gan acting independently of Makarios's authority.

On Friday, July 5, during his monthly interview with the
press, Makarios made the following declaration: "It is ¢ lear
that for some time relations between the Cypriot and Greek

,governments have not been harmonious. There are two prin-

cipal reasons for this, which is leading toward a test of
strength between Athens and Nicosia. A major cause has
been the conduct and attitude of certain officers of the gen-
eral staff of the National Guard, and particularly their in-

* The EOKA was a clandestine military-fascist organization
formed to fight against the British occupation after 1945, |t
advocated attachment of Cyprus to Greece. The EOKA-B is

only a continuation of the old EQKA.
5
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Sampson, professional killer .

volvement with the 'EOKA-B, ' the support that they are given
by it in various ways, and their incitement to terrorist actions
by this organization whose aim is to abolish the Cypriot state.
It is an undeniable fact that the Nationa! Guard, which is
controlled by Greek officers, has become the mainstay of

the criminal organization that supports it, the 'EOKA-B.'
Another reason is the recruitment of prospective officers of
the National Guard to the Polemidhia Officers School, which
was never approved by the Council of Ministers, which has
the absolute right to approve all such appointments according
to the law. The general staff of the National Guard was in-
formed of this in writing. A few days later, after receiving
instructions from Athens, the general staff answered that the
candidates rejected by the Council of Ministers would remain
< the school. In my view, the violation of the law by the
National Guard and the ignoring of a decision taken by the
Council of Ministers was an undesirable interference in Cyprus
by the (Greek) dictatorship and an attempt to deflect the Na-
tional Guard from its role as a state body toward a role as an
internal army of occupation. " (Cyprus Bulletin, issued by the
Public Information Office, Republic of Cyprus, Nicosia, July
10, 1974. Vol . XI, No.27.)

So there was no surprise for Makarios. He knew the exact de-
tails of how the situation was developing. A bit like Allende
in Chile. And like Allende, he fully refrained from preparing
for the inevitable confrontation by appealing to the masses.
Makarios had not learned the lessons of Chile.

Makarios is one of the last survivors of the generation of
anticolonialist (and most often Bonapartist) leaders who met
with such great ideological and political unity in Bandung

in 1955. Sukarno, Nkrumah, and Nasser, Makarios's neigh-
bor, were unable to resist the restructuring of imperialist rule
under more and more direct U.S. leadership, which the U.S.
undertook after the victory of the Cuban revolution and the
development of the Indochinese revolution. Nasser's death

in 1970 already sounded the demise of Makarios. His regime
was never strengthened by social reforms or by important mea=
sures dealing with relations between the fwo national compo-
nents of the country. His relations with the Turkish commu-
nity never generated Turkish confidence in his personality.
Makarios did not possess sufficient organized power to oppose
either the undermining of his regime from Athens or the pres-
sure exerted on him by Kissinger.

6

Even if Makarios were to be returned fo his former position

by the intervention of foreign powers == above all Great
Britain and secondarily the other Common Market countries ==
his reconquered power would be vastly weakened and he would
more than ever be subject to neocolonial dictates. The old
Makarios is finished.

Consequences

The stupidity of the Greek militarists knows no bounds. To be
convinced of this it is enough to examine the answer to a
single question: While the Athens junta had reasons for inter-
vening, how could its leaders have ignored the chain reac-
tion that would be touched off by the intervention, thereby
overestimating their power to engage in an operation that
had a strong possibility of becoming suicidal? Were they so
completely divorced from reality that they were unable to
grasp the political forces at work in the region? The course
of events after the coup provides an answer fo this question.

The junta's regime was politically and militarily incompetent.
Its essential function was to counteract or repress the rise of
Greek worker, peasant, and intellectual forces. It was a
police regime. Nevertheless, it would be false to believe
that the Athens regime was simply a puppet of Washington,

as some of the leftist press suggested, and that the Nicosia
coup therefore must have originated directly from the U.S.
Defense Department, Pentagon, or even the CIA, The Athens
regime could not be reduced fo this role. It had its own plans
and tried to carry them out within the limits set by the general
interests of imperialism, even if this might bring them into
secondary conflicts with imperialism. It is most likely because
of its strictly localist approach to the situation that the Greek
government failed so miserably .

Both internationally and internally the junta failed to carry
the day.

In the region of the eastern Mediterranean the junta's plans
came to nothing. They fell to pieces even in Cyprus itself.
There was no fusion between the National Guard and the
Greek Cypriot population. Pogroms against the Turkish com-
munity throughout the island were touched off and led by the
National Guard in the worst fascist traditions. Ankara was
able to justify its intervention by these persecutions, which

Makarios, last of 'Bandung' leaders.




in some cases bordered on genocide. The Turkish intervention
was even legitimate on the basis of the 1940 Greek-Turkish-
British treaty under which unilateral intervention by any of
the signatories is provided for if any of the others break the
terms of the treaty. And that was that. The regime of Nikos
Sampson was still-born. There is now a Turkish presence on
the island and Turkey will not withdraw without a modifica-
tion of the island's status and the implementation of some
guarantees for the minority Turkish community. From the
standpoint of both Greece and Turkey, the independent Re-
public of Cyprus is dead. The preconditions for its existence
were the noninterference of the Greek and Turkish states and
the peaceful relations between the two communities on the
island.

The junta was also totally discredited in the eyes of the Euro-
pean bourgeois governments, which are now in position to im-
plement their plans for a Greek government with an appear-
ance of democracy by bringing civilians back to power. Even
Kissinger, who originally kept silent about the coup because
he thought he could achieve his local objectives in the frame-
work of the fait accompli, publicly cut loose from the Greek
junta. (Immediately after the coup, a spokesman of Kissinger's
State Department explained that the United States would wait
and see who controlled the territory of Cyprus, in other words,
that Washington no longer recognized Makarios.) It was @
serious defeat for the leaders of the world counterrevolution
that they could not prevent their Turkish allies from invading
Cyprus and it was a serious matter for NATO and the Atlantic
Alliance to see their aliies confront each other with identical
weapons that had been provided by NATO itself. There was

a camouflaged crisis between the United States and Europe
(that is, the nine members of the Common Market), the latter
supporting with some hypocrisy the position taken by Britain
in favor of Makarios and against Athens. This crisis is not at
all new, but it found expression on a new field. The policy
of U.5. domination came off very badly during the sudden
crisis, and U.S. imperialism may have to pay for this, at
least in the short run.

Cyprus occuplies a strategic position in the eastern Mediter-

ranean, a position that is now controlled by British imperial-
ism and forms, along with Gibraltar and Malta, a military
chain along the old route to the Indies. The American fleet
has only one base in the region, in Greece. The political
personnel that were allied with the United States are in pow-
er, while those supported by Britain are in opposition or in
exile in London, the old power that had held Greece in its
grip. With the new agreements with Egypt and the reopening
of the Suez Canal, Washington needs strategic bridgeheads
in addition to Israel to support its political strategy in the
region.

From the Turkish side, the aggravation of the latent crisis of
relations with the United States could provoke a revision of
the various military treaties, with serious consequences for
imperialism, particularly after the appearance on the Turkish
political scene of young officers sensitive about naticnal in-
dependence . The Soviet Union is also standing by and is espe-
cially concerned with the course of events in that the ability
of the Russian fleet to circulate freely in the eastern Mediter-
ranean and to pass through the Dardanelles may be challenged
by future developments in Cyprus. Athens and Washington
were working seriously to make that challenge a reality.
Hence the pro-Turkish attitude taken by the Kremlin when
Turkish troops invaded Cyprus.

But it is on the internal Greek situation that the consequences
of the Cyprus coup will be the most spectacular and immediate .
The failure of the attempt at enosis was an internal defeat for
the junta that strongly encouraged the popular masses who had
mobilized against the first dictatorship in October and Novem-
ber. After the cease-fire in Cyprus, the European and Ameri-
can regimes were especially concerned to replace the Athens
regime with a civilian government as quickly as possible. This
had to involve the resignation of the junta. Already during

the crisis a new Greek bourgeois leadership was coming to

the fore, with many political figures putting out appeals for
national unity, for support of the "fatherland in danger, "

and other such nonsense. It is only nine months since the
Athens uprising of November 1973 and the Greek masses are
not dormant. Their struggle has only just begun. &

PORTUGAL

THE SFOOND

"DROVISIONAL
COVEENMENT

Less than two months after the appointment of the first provi-
sional government of the second Republic of Portugal, Gen-
eral Spinola fired all his ministers.

A plebescite against elections

This governmental crisis opened officially on July 3, when
Prime Minister Palma Carlos announced his intention to resign.
One day later, Palma shed some light on what he was plan-
ning. He proposed that the elections scheduled to to held in
March 1975 be postponed for two years and that presidential
elections -= that is, a plebescite on Spinola -- be arranged

in the shortest possible time, preferably within @ menth. Then,
with a "legal" president of the republic in power, going ahead
with elections would be more acceptable.

The representatives of the Communist and Socialist parties in
the provisional government opposed the maneuvers of Spinola
and Palma Carlos and refused to resign. Faced with this re-
fusal, Spfnola dumped the whole provisional government.

He then tried to appoint Lieutenant Colonel Firmino Miguel,
the former defense minister with whom he had "worked" in
Guinea-Bissau, as head of the new provisional government.
The military presence within the government was to be strength-
ened, for purposes that were well described by the correspon-
dent of the Financial Times of London: "It is expected that
among the ministries that the armed forces will take over will
be that of labour -- to overcome the growing chaos in indus-
try == and information, which will mean a harder line against
the leftist press." (July 12.) It is therefore evident that these
military men were not supposed to come from the most "demo-

i
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cratic” wing of the Armed Forces Movement. Under Spinola's
project, this introduction of officers closest to his views into
key posts did not necessarily involve eviction of the represen-
tatives of the CP and the SP. Spinola was certainly prepared
to satisfy and soothe the SP and CP by offering them govern-
mental posts, which in any case was the only way to assure
the coalition government of a certain social base. The July 10
meeting between Costa Gomes, Spfnola, and Cunhal was cer-

tainly not unrelated to this maneuver by the chief of the junta.

The desire to dispense with the "electoral fest" is explainable
by the fear of big financial capital and the junta that they
would be confronted by a CP and 5P victory in March 1975.
The bourgeoisie has not yet been able to construct a political
instrument at all capable of opposing the left parties. Their
only chance for success would be a plebescite-type operation
for or against Spmola. Postponing the elections -~ assuming
that they take place at all -- was therefore supposed to gain
more time for organizing the Peoples Democratic party of 56
Carneiro and Magalh@es Mota. But that does not seem so
easy, especially since the rise of peasant struggles threatens
to loosen the grip this formation might hope to maintain over
the rural regions.

SP and CP opposition mounted against what the Socialist daily
Republica called "Operation Palma Carlos." On July 11 the
SP for the first time demanded the “recognition of Guinea-
Bissau, " because it thought it had the elements of an agree-
ment in hand . But oppoesition to Spfnola’s nomination of Fir-
mino Miguel as prime minister and fo the rejection of elec-
tions was manifested also (and especially) within the "coor-
dinating committee" of the Armed Forces Movement (AFM).
The effectiveness of this opposition was demonstrated when
Firmino Miguel was pushed aside and Vasco Gongalves, one
of the most influential members of this "coordinating commit-
tee, " came forward.

Vasco Gonealves, who met successively with Cunhal, Soares,
and 54 Carneiro, formed a government within which "all the
military ministers . . . are AFM members, except for the
minister of defense, as Brigadier General Carvalho declared.”
(Corriere della Sera, July 17.) The Socidlists lose one post

in this government, the minister of information, which had
been held by Paul Rego, the minister who passed the law on
the press. (See INPRECOR, No.3.) Nevertheless, the min-
istry of education is held by Vitorino Magalhdes Godinho,
who is known as an SP sympathizer. The CP loses the ministry
of labor, which went to an officer, Captain Da Costa Martins.
In presenting the government, Vasco Gongalves declared,
according to the July 19 issue of the Italian CP daily I'Unita:
"The process of democratization of the country must be such
that the people can freely elect their representatives to a
constituent assembly with equal opportunities for all currents.”

It thus appears that Spfnola's maneuvers around a plebescite
and the nomination of Firmino Miguel, who remains minister
of defense, have failed. Opposition to this plan from the
"coordinating committee of the Armed Forces Movement" is
at the root of this failure. The deep crisis in the army, the
fear of combined operations by the most reactionary sectors
of the army and their representatives in Angola and Mozam-
bique, and the various options for "solving the colonial ques-
tion" sparked the intervention of the "coordinating commit-
tee, " which decided to block Operation Palma Carlos.

The intensified grip of the AFM on the government cannot be
interpreted as a take-over by a section of the army opting
for a new military dictatorship or as a turn to the right. In
the short term, it is rather the expression of the failure of
the right-wing operation attempted by Spfnola and of an at-
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tempt to apply the “democratic” program of the AFM. The
measures taken in both Angola and Mozambique against var=
ious circles pressing for a solution completely opposed fo in-
dependence and the adoption of the constitutional law of
July 19 confirm this. (The July 19 law affirms the “"recogni-
tion of the principle of self-determination with all its conse-
quences, including acceptance of the independence of the
overseas territories” and entails the "annulment” of article 1
of the constitution of 1933, the article that defined Angola,
Mozambique, and Guinea-Bissau as "overseas provinces.")

Nevertheless, it would be blindness not to consider the con-
tradictory elements of the situation. First of all, illusions in
the real nature and function of the army -- and the AFM -~
can only be bolstered, all the more so in that the CP and SP
are sanctioning and supporting the military more firmly than
ever. Secondly, the increased weight of the representatives

of the AFM -- especially of ex-Captain Carvalho, who led
the military operation of April 25 -- must be looked at through
the perspective of future crises. While the AFM has quietly
suggested that Cavalho's take-over of the leadership of the
Lisbon military region is part of the process of weakening the
positions of the most reactionary currents in the army (who

had held a strong position in the capital), it is no less true
that the task of the ncw—brigudier-general is none other than
“intervening to guarantee respect for order and to maintain
it." While the press law was utilized to slap a 150,000 escudo
fine on the right-wing newspaper Economy and Finance (the
first censorship measure taken by the second provisional gov-
ernment), it is no less the case that this law will be used es-
sentially to intervene against any far-left agitation and propa-
ganda in the workers, anticolonial, and antimilitarist strug-
gles. This is all the more clear in that it is certain that the
present government will be racked by instability in the me-
dium term. The contradiction between the "democratic" pro-
mises of the program of the AFM and the social and economic
situation can only generate new crises. Once again the policy
of the SP and CP in this context emerges as a factor bolstering
the worst illusions .

The crisis of the army in Angola and Mozambique can only
intensify. Military units have been signing communiqués af-
firming that they recognize FRELIMO "as the only organiza-
tion representing the people of Mozambique ." Various demon-
strations have taken place in Mozambique . More than 2,500
soldiers have refused to continue fighting. Instances of frater-
nization are more and more common. This crisis of the army --
especially in Mozambique -- can only make Lisbon's negotia-
tion tactics increasingly difficult. And an agreement with
Guinea-Bissau will intensify all these contradictions. Hence,
it seems that the "process of decolonization” will have to be
speeded up and will have to go further than Spfnola predicted
it would only a little more than a month ago.

As for the economic situation, it is anything but brilliant.
Unemployment is growing more and more rapidly. The unem-
ployment figure given by the press is 150,000. The crisis of
the construction industry, the decline in tourism (which has
fallen 40 percent), and the closings of small- and medium-
sized factories are accentuating the rise of unemployment.
Struggles against layoffs are breaking out again. The same

is true of certain strikes that have been limited in breadth
but high in political level, such as the strike in the Efacec
electrical motor factory, where demands were raised not only
on wages but on the work pace as well.

Given the inflation, which will not be halted so easily, and
the unemployment, the response of the workers could well be
an element that will be added in September to the crisis of
the army. The road to elections may be less direct than Vasce
Gongalves declared. ]
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FOL UNIFICATION
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WOLKELRS COMMISSIONS

by CARMEN AYESTERAN

The following article appeared first in issue No.64 of
Zutik, the organ of the ETA-VI (Euzkadi ta Askatasuna-
V| -- Basque Nation and Freedom, Sixth Congress), and
later in the June 1974 issue of Combate, central organ of
the LCR-ETA-VI (Liga Comunista Revolucionaria-ETA-
V| -- Revolutionary Communist League-ETA-VI), sympa-
thizing organization of the Fourth International in the
territory of the Spanish state . It deals with a problem of
great currency in several European capitalist countries:
the necessity for trade-union unification and its connec-
tion with the struggle for workers democracy, in particu-
lar with the right of tendencies fo function within the
trade-union movement.

To be sure, the workers commissions that have emerged
in Spain during the past decade are not frade-union or-
ganizations in the strict sense of the term. They grew up
within the factories under the impetus of the most com-
bative militants (who tended to constitute their member-
ship) as an expression of the rejection by a considerable
part of the working class of the vertical state-controlled
"unions." These bodies are not legal, and thus, by the

force of circumstances, they do not encompass the masses
of workers during "calm" periods.

But experience has shown that when periods of agitation
open up, when struggles are being prepared and organized,
the masses rally around the workers commissions, tending
to broaden these bodies into strike committees democrat-
ically elected during general assemblies. In this sense,
unification of the workers commissions in the Spanish
state is just as indispensible for preparation and effective
conduct of workers struggles against the employers as is
unification of the trade unions in countries in which the
trade-union movement is legal and has a massive number
of permanent adherents.

From this point of view, the struggle of our comrades in
the Basque country for the unification of the workers
commissions with a concomitant right of tendencies is
exemplary. Successes achieved in this struggle would

be important not only for the other regions of the Spanish
state, but for all of capitalist Europe as well.

INPRECOR

On several occasions we have spoken of the role played in
the development of the revolution in our country by the work-
ers commissions, unitary bodies encompassing the advanced
workers. The preparation for the revolutioriary general strike
whose task it will be to overthrow the dictatorship means
above all preparation of conditions that will allow for the
generalization throughout the Spanish state of local explosions
like the ones that occurred in Ferrol, Vigo, and Pamplona.
Because of the nature of the workers commissions as unitary
bodies, they represent the framework best suited to making
such a generalization possible.

Furthermore, the daily experience of struggle shows that in
spite of strong spontaneous rank-and-file tendencies favorable
to unification, many struggles still remain isolated because
of the lack of coordination among the various workers com-
missions. This has been the cause of many defeats. And, con-
versely, in cases in which coordination of the various workers
commissions has been realized on a united platform (as in the
metalworkers struggle in Pamplona), even if in a strictly con-
junctural manner and on the scale of a single zone or region,
the workers have been able to force the employers to yield
and have won significant improvements.

This phenomenon is especially notable in the province of
Guipuzcoa, which for several years has been in the forefront
of the battle. In spite of constant rank-and-file pressure for
unification, the division among the various coordinating com-
mittees has persisted, often on a sectarian basis, each com-
mittee being axised around this or that current in the workers
movement. In response to the rank-and=file desire for unifica-
tion, various organizations, ours among them, have taken the

necessary initiatives to overcome the existing divisions. In
view of the lessons that can be drawn from this experience

for other Spanish regions where the problem is posed with
similar urgency, we are here summing up the analysis made
of the Guipuzcoa situation by our Euzkadi (Basque) comrades.

L

1. The "list" of workers commissions and workers committees
i

n fﬁ:a(b@iince of Guipuzcoa. There are three coordinating
committees that claim to be 'province-wide": the "Workers
Commissions of Guipuzcoa Workers, " the "Biltzar Workers

Commissions, " and the "Workers Committees."

The first is based on the influence of the Maoist MCE (Movi-
miento Comunista de Espaiia == Communist Movement of Spain)
and, to a much lesser extent, of the ORT (Organizacién Re-
volucionario de los Trabajodores -- Revolutionary Workers
Organization, a socialist tendency of Christian origin.) This
is the body with the greatest implantation in the zone that
extends from San Sebastian to lrun (that is, the zone of heavy
industrial concentration in Guipuzcoa province). The second
is under the hegemony of the Spanish Communist party; it co-
ordinates several workers commissions in various zones, but is
numerically weak and has a weak implantation. The third is
influenced by sectors of various ex-ETA minorities and the
Communist Workers Nuclei. Its influence extends from the
zone running from San Sebastian to Irun and to the Andeain-
Hernani-Lasarte triangle .

On the margins of these three '"coordinating committees”
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