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I GREECE

Too little, too late: an appraisal of the latest Greek deal

DaNIEL MUNEVAR

This was expected, as discussions from
previous weeks made clear that an agree-
ment on debt relief was going to be the re-
sult of a difficult balancing act. On the one
side, Germany had made clear its opposi-
tion to any significant debt relief mea-
sures. Furthermore, if they were to be
considered, it would be after the end of
the program and only if needed. On the
other side, the IMF made its participation
conditional to guaranteeing the sustain-
ability of Greek debt. Given the dire eco-
nomic prospects of Greece, explained in
detail in the Debt Sustainability Analysis
(DSA) published by the IMF prior to the
Eurogroup, the scale of measures on debt
relief envisioned by the DC based organi-
zation was clearly incompatible with the
German position.

The agreement reached shows this divide was too
large to be bridged in a meaningful way. In con-
crete terms, it delays once more the adoption of sig-
nificant measures that ensure debt sustainability by
providing short-term relief to the country. This in-
cludes the disbursement in stages of €10.3 billion
in bailout funds, subject to further minor require-
ments. It also involves modifications to the repay-
ment profile of EFSF loans. In comparison to the
measures proposed by the IMF in its DSA, these
modifications can only be described as cosmetic
changes.

From this perspective, the clash between the IMF
and European authorities regarding the viability of
the medium term fiscal targets for Greece remains
unresolved. The agreement follows the German line
in the sense that the implementation of further

debt relief measures will be subject to the comple-
tion of the programme in 2018. As part of this com-
mitment, the country is expected to achieve and
maintain in the medium term a primary fiscal sur-
plus of 3.5% of GDP. Thus, in the unlikely event
that Greece actually manages to fulfill the required
conditions, any debt relief to be received by the
country would be devised based on a excel sheet
fantasy. As a result, it will be too little and too late
to guarantee debt sustainability.

This is precisely the argument spelled out by the
IMF in its DSA. The document explains in no un-
certain terms the myriad of obstacles faced by
Greece to achieve and maintain the primary sur-
plus on which this agreement is based. They range
from tax collection issues to political uncertainty to
lack of meaningful historical examples of countries
able to accomplish what is being requested of
Greece. The skepticism of the IMF regarding the vi-
ability of the fiscal targets translated into a request
for upfront and unconditional debt relief that in-
clude payment deferrals until 2040 and stretching
debt repayments until 2060. In contrast, the debt
relief measures included in the agreement are grad-
ual and conditional, falling well below what the
IMF proposed. In this regard, just because there
was a deal this doesn't wave away the fact that the
fiscal targets set for the country are, in the words of
the IMF, "unrealistic". It just postpones the recog-
nition of this problem past the Brexit vote, the last
months of the Obama presidency and most impor-

tant, the German elections of 2017.

Further evidence of this problem is exemplified in
that the participation in the program of the IMF is
still subject to approval by the Executive Board of
the organization before the end of 2016. Thus, the
Board will be presented with a program built on a
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series of macro assumptions and encompassing
debt relief measures based on the specifics of the
agreement. The former have already been classified
as unrealistic by the staff of the organization. The
later can be hardly quantified, as they would only
become effective after 2018. The uncertainty of the
whole exercise is compounded by the fact that
those debt relief measures require another round of
discussions and approval by the Eurogroup.

Given that the IMF recently changed its lending cri-
teria for large-scale programs, and now requires
that debt is considered sustainable with high prob-
ability, its difficult to see how the staff can justify
such an assessment, much less obtain the approval
of the Board. As European authorities still insist on
the participation of the IMF, this problem will most
likely be side stepped through one of the provisions
of the agreement that refers to the use of available
ESM in the context of the programme to repay out-
standing IMF loans. This would allow reducing the
scale of financial assistance to be provided by the
IMF to Greece, and as a result, to waive the debt
sustainability requirement. This way, the IMF
could continue to participate in the programme and
the requirement by Germany and other countries to
have them on board would be met.

However, this approach is not without problems.
The most obvious one is the impact on the credibil-
ity of the IMF of leaving a country member linger
on in insolvency as long as the organization is not
financially exposed to it. This would contradict the
d'etre of the itself.
Furthermore, image considerations aside, the funds

raison organization

that are required to perform the buyout of the IMF

might be already compromised. In its DSA, the IMF
makes it clear that the situation of the Greek finan-
cial system is far from sustainable and that on top
of the €43 billion that have been used to recapital-
ize banks since 2010, an additional €10 billion will
be needed for this same purpose.

In this context, the agreement reached has already
failed in terms of establishing a credible framework
to ensure the recovery of the Greek economy. One
of the key arguments to provide upfront and signif-
icant debt relief to a country is to create the condi-
tions to allow the recovery of investment by elimi-
nating the uncertainty attached to insolvency.
However, by delaying debt relief and making it con-
ditional to unrealistic targets, this agreement does
exactly the opposite. As things stand, Greece is ex-
pected to continue increasing taxes and cutting ex-
penditures to the point of risking the viability of ba-
sic public services. At the same time debt relief is
postponed, vague and subject to political outcomes.
It's difficult to see how this package would be con-
ducive to create anything resembling an attractive
environment to investors.

It's troubling that 6 years into the crisis, the best
the Eurogroup can do is to delay once more the
provision of a definitive solution to the Greek debt
problem. This is yet another piece of evidence re-
garding the inability of the current institutional
structure of the EU to deal with the scale of eco-
nomic problems caused by an incomplete monetary
union. This is an ill omen for the future of the coun-
try and the EU.

May 26 2016
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I SYRIA

What peace process in Syria?

JoserH DAHER

'Children not soldiers’

The Assad regime and its allies of Russia,
Iran and Hezbollah continue its attacks
and deadly and daily bombings against
civilians and civilian infrastructure in ar-
eas outside its control throughout the
country. This of course is done with the
complicity of other world powers. At the
same time, the Islamic fundamentalist
forces excluded by the ceasefire on their
side also committed crimes as in the death
of over 140 people, Monday, May 23 in the
explosion of seven car bombs in two
coastal towns in western Syria, Tartus and
Jable, the attack was claimed by Daech, or
the sectarian massacre by Islamist groups
led by Jabhat al-Nusra (branch of Al-
Qaeda in Syria) in which at least 19 civil-
ians were Kkilled against the village of
Zara, in the central province of Hama.

The UN mediator, Staffan de Mistura said "inter-
syrians talks will be credible when the cessation of
hostilities will be credible and when -credible
progress has been made on the humanitarian
front." The peace roadmap for Syria drafted late
2015 in Vienna conference by the International
Support Group for Syria (ISGS)- a group of 17
countries and 3 international organizations — in-
cluding the United States, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Iran and the European Union, has completely
failed. This is despite the fact this draft peace
agreement was voted in December by a resolution
of the UN Security Council. The date of August 1st,
2016, for the establishment of a transitional au-

thority, as stipulated in the UN resolution of

December 2015, is also no longer on the agenda.
The only possible outcome, which has yet to be ver-
ified on the field, of the meeting in Vienna in mid
May of ISGS could be airdrops of humanitarian aid
by the World Food Programme from June 1st to be-
sieged areas still inaccessible by road. But this
would be only in "last resort", as acknowledged in
New York by a UN spokesman, while recalling the
difficulties of airdrops as being inaccurate and ex-
pensive. It also needs the agreement of Damascus
and Moscow. So far, these drops have occurred in
April 2016, only to support the enclave held by the
regime in Deir ez-Zor in the east, surrounded by
Daech.

Moscow and Washington, which co-chair the
International Support Group for Syria (ISGS) run
and try to monitor the cease-fire, initiated under
their impulse in February 27 and partly fulfilled for
some time but without stopping hostilities com-
pletely, particularly with major violations such as
between April 22 and May 5 in Aleppo killing sever-
al hundred persons. That said, the partial cease-fire
had allowed the revival of massive popular protests
across the liberated areas of Syria for several weeks.
The importance of the cease-fire and stopping mili-
tary fights are essential to democratic forces in
Syria to allow them to operate, demonstrate and or-
ganize their local communities, while the Islamic
Fundamentalist forces benefit firstly from the con-
tinuation of the war to increase their influence in
the liberated areas of the regime.

Also thanks to the partial cease-fire, 250,000 peo-
ple have been sent basic supplies throughout Syria,
out of a total of 410,000 persons living in besieged
areas. However the regime still prevented the deliv-
ery of aid to Daraya which has been under siege for
several years now. Four trucks containing surgical
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kits, medicines, vaccines, but no food, and baby
milk were firstly authorized but were eventually not
delivered. According to a humanitarian source, the
4th Armoured Division, the elite unit deployed
around Damascus, demanded that in order to let
through the trucks, that they empty all their cargo,
with the exception of vaccines. Following this or-
der, the organizers decided to go back. Few minutes
later, nine artillery shells fell on the spot where the
people of Daraya gathered awaiting the convoy. A
father and his son were killed in the explosions.

The Assad regime and its allies are actually the key
players in the continuation of the war against the
Syrian people by its perpetual and daily bombings,
blockades and other forms of repression. These are
the main reason for the failure of the peace negotia-
tions. This of course is done with the complicity of
other world powers as I will show.

A statement by the Free Syrian Army (FSA) on May
23rd signed by nearly 40 rebel groups that operate
across Syria actually said they would deem the ces-
sation of hostilities deal as having "totally col-
lapsed" if the assault by Syrian regime and allied
Lebanese Hezbollah forces fighters did not cease
within two days on their positions in the suburbs of
Damascus. They also mentioned other areas of the
country such as Aleppo and Idlib.

Russia, Iran and Hezbollah

As we have discussed previously in an earlier arti-
cle, the official announcement of the so called with-
drawal of the main Russian military forces in Syria
by President Putin on March 14 has not yet pre-
vented the continuation of the bombing campaign
by Moscow's military air forces in several regions of
the country, in particular to support the army of the
Assad regime, and the maintenance of Russian
troops in some military bases. Deliveries of
weapons and equipment are continuing a steady
pace in Tartous. The container port is always re-
served for Russian ships and shipping agencies
must rely on Latakia. On Syrian soil, Putin also
maintains helicopters, artillery pieces, long-range
rocket batteries and most of the 5,000 Russian mil-

itary personnel. This is not to mention the recovery
of city Palmyra by the "Syrian army" and its allies,
and especially heavily supported by Russia in the
air by its airstrikes and on the ground with the par-
ticipation of Russian commandos. All this demon-
strates that Putin's announcement was not serious.

The announcement of Russian military withdrawal
came mainly as a diplomatic gesture before the new
round of "peace negotiations," which resumed in
Geneva in mid-March with the participation of rep-
resentatives of the Assad regime and the Syrian op-
position of the Coalition of Syrian Revolution and

Opposition Forces (known as the Etilaf in arabic).

In addition to all of this, tens of thousands of
Iranian Hezbollah and Shi'a fundamentalist militia
soldiers also continue to fight on the side of the
regime forces. The Hezbollah secretary general
Hassan Nasrallah also said in the wake of the death
of the top Hezbollah military commander Mustafa
Badreddine few weeks ago that the party would in-
crease its number of soldiers in Syria to assist the
Assad regime.

The United States and Western states

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said on
Friday, May 20 that Russia proposed to the United
States and the international coalition led by
Washington to carry out air strikes together from
May 25 against terrorist groups active in Syria and
illegal armed groups who do not support the cease-

fire established in Syria.

Washington rejected the offer, saying the US will
not cooperate with the Russians on military opera-
tions in Syria. Communication between the United
States and the Russian military in Syria is limited
to contacts to avoid accidents because they lead ri-
val bombing campaigns and a small number of US
forces operates on the ground, especially in the re-
gions controlled by the PYD. The Russian opera-
tions consist indeed to sustain and support the
Assad regime and the United States focuses only on
the defeat of the Islamic State group, as stated by
the US Secretary of State John Kerry. It neverthe-
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less stated that the US government was discussing
with Russian counterparts proposals for a sustain-
able mechanism to better monitor and enforce the
lull in the fighting in Syria.

The priority of the US and European states is in-
deed to end the presence and activities of Daech in
Syria and Iraq. The international coalition com-
manded by the United States has also dropped
leaflets calling for the first time the people of Raqqa
to leave the town occupied by Daech on Friday,
May 20. "This is not the first time that coalition air-
craft been dropped leaflets over Raqqa but this is
the first time they ask residents to leave," said Abu
Mohammad, a founder of the group "Raqqga is
Being slaughtered silently" ("Raqqa is slaughtered
in silence"). According to the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights (OSDH), about 408 civilians
were Kkilled by air strikes from the coalition led by
Washington in Syria since the start in 2014 of the
bombing operations against jihadist positions.

It is in this framework that we have to understand
the visit of Joseph Votel, a four-star US army gen-
eral and head of Central Command, the highest-
ranking U.S. military official to visit Syria since the
uprising erupted in 2011, to the training camps of
the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), dominated by
the military branch of the PYD and that has become
the main instrument on the ground in Syria for the
USA to fight Daech, as the group and its US coali-
tion allies prepare recruits for operations against
Daech in northern province of Raqga. Aided by
U.S.-led air strikes, the SDF has driven Daech from
wide areas of northern Syria over the last year or
more, though its advances have recently slowed.

No regime change in Syria is promoted by the USA
and its European allies, quite on the opposite. Their

main enemy in their perspective is Daech.

The failure of the peace process

The reasons underlying the failure of the peace
process are because of the desire of the Assad
regime and its allies of Russia, Iran and Hezbollah
to end all forms of opposition in the country. The

United States and the Western states on their side
consider the main enemies organizations as Daech
and Jabhat al-Nusra. This is why they support a
form of political transition without any radical
change in which the structure of the regime is
maintained in order to end the activities and the

presence of Daech and Jabhat al-Nusra in Syria.

The departure of the dictator Assad is indeed no
more a precondition as it was evident during the
last rounds of negotiations, or even a change of
structures of the authoritarian regime, including its
security forces, is on the agenda. In March, the UN
mediator, S. de Mistura, has also recalled that "the
agenda of the process (of peace) is clear: first nego-
tiations for a new government secondly a new
Constitution, and thirdly, parliamentary and presi-
dential elections within 18 months." This so called
realpolitik and the failure of peace negotiations
strengthen on the ground in Syria Islamic funda-
mentalist forces that continue to denounce these
peace negotiations promoted by the "crusaders"
and "infidel" forces as a way to save and maintain
the regime of Assad. This is not far from the reality
actually as we have seen and this discourse has
some resonance on the ground in some sections of
the population, particularly in the zones most af-
fected by bombing and repression of the regime.

Daech and Jabhat al-Nusra feed on authoritarian
regimes and their murderous repressions, their
neo-liberal and sectarian policies, as well as from
the support they get from imperialist and sub impe-
rialist countries. The necessity is to get rid of the
conditions that allow fundamentalist groups to de-
velop and expand and this means empowering the
people on the ground to overthrow authoritarian
regime and face reactionary groups.

Despite their rivalry, the imperialist and sub-impe-
rialist actors share a common goal: to liquidate the
revolutionary movement initiated in March 2011,
stabilize the regime in Damascus, with its dictator
remaining at its head (for a short and medium term
in any case) and try to militarily defeat Daech. It is
also for this reason that the United States did and
does not oppose vehemently the massive Russian
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military intervention since September 2015, which
continues until today or the continuation of offen-
sives by the Assad regime and its allies. Besides, the
Syrian opposition have repeatedly complained of
the pressures exerted by the United States to force
them to negotiate with representatives of the Assad
regime, despite repeated violations of the ceasefire
by regime forces, the continuation of the blockades
on besieged cities, the refusal to release political
prisoners as requested by the resolution of the
United Nations voted in December 2015. This pres-
sure was symbolized by the words of US Secretary
of State John Kerry to Syrian humanitarian work-
ers outside the London donor conference "Support-
ing Syria", in January 2016, saying the Syrian op-
position will be decimated and had to expect 3
months of bombing. Kerry had also blamed the
Syrian opposition for leaving the talks in Geneva III
conference, which opened the way for a joint offen-
sive by the Syrian regime and Russia on Aleppo.

Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkey for their part have
not offered to compromise until now, on the ques-
tion of the dictator Assad and they want as quickly
as possible his departure of power, but that does
not mean they want a radical regime change in the
direction of the popular aspirations of the Syrian
people for democracy, social justice and equality,
on the contrary. These states want to maintain the
authoritarian structure of the regime with a sectari-
an character and even more conservative in alliance
with the Salafist jihadist movements like Ahrar
Sham and the Army of Islam, which would contin-
ue their fight against Daech; promote neoliberal
policies and limit as much as possible social rights,
and prevent any form of Kurdish autonomy, while
maintaining the imperialist order in the region.
This can be seen by the leaders of the opposition
negotiation team formed in Riyadh in December
2015, supported by these states: at its head the for-
mer Prime Minister and Ba'athist Riad Hijab, the
chairman of the High Committee of the Syrian ne-
gotiations, Mohamed Alloush, chief negotiator for
the opposition delegation and politburo member of
the Salafist jihadist group Army of Islam, and the
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former Syrian army General, Assaad al-Zoabi, head
of the delegation.

Another reason for the failure of the peace process
is also related to the continuation of the popular re-
sistance despite the bombing, blockades, and re-
pression, which refuses the diktat of international
powers to maintain the regime and the dictator
Assad and opposes as well the authoritarian prac-
tices of Islamic fundamentalist forces.

In addition to the continuation of demonstrations
and protests mentioned in the previous articles
such as in Sweida against the Assad regime and in
Maaret al-Numaan against Jabhat al-Nusra, new
protests have occurred in different cities of the
Idlib province against the authoritarian practices of
Jabhat Al-Nusra. In the city of Kafr Nabl, the
demonstrators during the weekend of May 19-21
demanded military factions not to interfere in civil-
ian affairs and management of the council. They
also demanded the release of several activists and
members of the former local council in the prisons
of Jabhat al-Nusra, while in the city of Saraqgeb pro-
testers demonstrated following the murder of an
activist by Jabhat al-Nusra.

In the Idlib province, a campaign was launched
called "Children Not Soldiers" by activists of the re-
gion to counter the campaign of recruitment called
"Go Forth," which aimed at recruiting 3,000 child
and teenage soldiers, largely across Idlib and
Aleppo provinces. This campaign was launched by
Salafi cleric and vocal Al-Qaeda advocate the Saudi
sheikh Abdallah al-Muhaysini who serves as both
chairman of the Jihad's Callers Center, a training
institute for religious leaders in collaboration with
Jabhat a-Nusra, and is a senior judge in the Victory
Army. The anti-recruitment campaign holds meet-
ings in secret and late at night to avoid being dis-
covered by the ruling Victory Army, dominated by
Jabhat al-Nusra and Ahrar Sham.

Many other examples of democratic popular resis-
tance can be found across liberated Syria in the
spirit of the objectives of the revolution, especially
promoted and maintained by the local popular
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councils and groups of activists that are the pulse of
this movement.

The end of the war is essential and is a priority, but
it can not really be possible without taking into ac-
count the popular aspirations of the Syrian people
fighting for freedom and dignity. This means that
any peace process must allow the establishment of
a transition without Assad and his running mates
at the head of the state, and for a Syria that is de-
mocratic, social, secular and without any kind of
discriminations regarding gender, religion, ethnici-
ty, etc . It also needs to take into account and sup-

port the right to self-determination of the Kurdish
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people in Syria, totally ignored and even refused by
the Assad regime and the National Coalition sup-
ported by the West, and the Gulf
monarchies.

Turkey,

We need to be in solidarity with the Syrian people
in their fight against the diktats of the imperialist
and sub-powers, against the Assad regime and its
allies, and all the various actors of the counter-rev-
olution trying to crush it.

We must crush all the tyrants as written recently on
a placard by demonstrators in the city of Maaret al-

Numaan.

Peace News
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I EuroPEAN UNION

Landgrabs and the EU

Georal Meparov

A data set produced by GRAIN, an in-
ternational NGO that has done influential
research on land grabs, documents over
400 cases of large-scale land grabs, cover-
ing nearly 35 million hectares of farmland
in over 60 countries, that happened from
2006 to 2012 [1]. The problem with land
grabs is that they do not contribute to the
development of local communities, as
they promise to do. Capital-intensive agri-
cultural investment does not provide jobs
and is spectacularly environmentally de-
Additionally,
Schutter, who served as the UN Special

structive. as Olivier de
Rapporteur on the Right to Food from
2008 to 2014, has asserted, land grabs are
having devastating effects on food securi-
ty worldwide.

It is often wrongly presupposed that land grabs are
something that does not concern Europe. It does
both because EU policies stimulate such type of in-
vestment and since European corporations are di-
rectly involved and because land grabs are present
within Europe as well, particularly in Eastern
Europe. In a recent study, commissioned by the
European Parliament's Committee on Agriculture
and Rural Development [2], we find "significant ev-
idence that farmland grabbing is underway in the
EU", especially in some Eastern European mem-
ber-states. For instance, foreign direct investment
in the agricultural sector in Estonia, the same study
indicates, rose five times in the period from 2003
to 2008. In Romania, as a 2013 study on land grabs
in Europe published by the Transnational institute
(TNI), an Amsterdam-based progressive think-
tank, shows about 700,000 — 800,000 hectares of

farmland is estimated to be in the hands of large

multinational corporations.

Bulgaria is an excellent example of cases of extreme
land grabs within the EU, with 4% of agricultural
producers controlling 85% of utilised farmland, but
I will come back to this in the end of the article
again. It is firstly important to comprehend the role
of the EU in all this.

The Role of the EU
Source UNCTAD

The EU, as research by the TNI has demonstrated
[3], is a major actor in the global land grab rush.
More than forty percent of the largest investors in
the field are based in Europe. For example, the
British Landkom was leasing over 100 000 hectares
of land in Ukraine in 2008 and 2009. Furthermore,
EU policies end up stimulating land-grabbing. The
Renewable Energy Directive, adopted in 2009, re-
quires that 20% of energy used within the EU, as
well as 10% of transport fuel in individual member-
states come from so-called "renewable" sources.
This leads to entrenchment of the agrofuel indus-
tries by creating a stable and favourable environ-
ment for investments in cash crops such as corn,
that are convertible to fuel: a major stimulus to the
global land grab rush. The same TNI report shows
that there are in fact a number of similar EU poli-
cies, such as its external investment and trade poli-
cies or its internal agricultural policies, which ac-
tively contribute to the global expansion of land
grabs. There have been individual critical voices
from EU officials. In 2009, for instance, Stefano
Manservisi, the director-general for aid and devel-
opment at the European Commission, stated that
"this is another way to exploit developing coun-
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tries... a perfect example of neo-colonialism". But
the overall EU policy remains unchallenged.

The Everything But Arms (EBA) initiative, adopted
by the EU in 2001, aims to promote EU imports
from the least developed nations for everything ex-
cept for arms and hence to integrate them in the
global economy. In practice, however, it has con-
tributed to the growth of land grabs. In Cambodia,
for example, EBA promoted tariff abolition of
Cambodian sugar imports in the EU. This measure
was supposed to create jobs, but in reality it stimu-
lated the Cambodian government to drive farmers
off their land in order to lease the farmland to big
international investors. This led 400 farming fami-
lies to initiate a litigation against the implicated
High

multinational corporations in London's

Court. [4]

There are similar individual cases when direct po-
litical violence is involved in land grabs in EU
member-states. The Dutch banking corporation
Rabobank is engaged in acquiring over 21 000
hectares of farmland in Romania. Zarand, a
Romanian village inhabited by over 2,500 people,
is among the regions where subsidiaries of the
Dutch giant have been grabbing land. The villagers
have accused those companies of taking their land
without any formal consent. The mayor of the vil-
lage has been convicted by the National Agency for
Anti-Corruption for his participation in document
forgery and the theft of local citizens' farmland. [5]

Defining Land Grabs

It is certainly easier to recognize land grabs when
direct political coercion is involved, such as in the
mentioned cases from Cambodia and Romania.
More often, nevertheless, there are much more
subtle ways to force small farmers and peasant
communities off their land which are key to the un-
derstanding of the extent of land grabs, particularly
within the EU.

The EU's Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), rep-
resenting about half of EU's budgets, for example,
promotes paying subsidies to large agricultural in-

vestors. Thus it creates unequal market incentives,
stimulating big agricultural investors and marginal-
izing small ones, contributing, along with other
European land-related policies, to the processes of
farmland concentration within the EU. In that
sense it is important to reassess the meaning of
land grabs and not to narrow its definition solely to
cases where violence is present, neither to invest-
ment projects in developing nations by transna-
tional actors.

Mainstream media usually takes the narrow per-
spective (focusing on political coercion and foreign-
investors). Even some critical NGOs have adopted
this view. The narrow perspective, however, may
remain blind to the fact that national investors may
be as "foreign" to local communities as transnation-
al ones, if the investment leads to reduction of em-
ployment and dispossesses small farmers of their
land, and if its profit do not benefit in any way the
local communities, based where the farmland is
located.

Land Grabs in Eastern Europe: The Case of Bulgaria

In Bulgaria a class of national agricultural investors
has been able to effectively monopolize Bulgarian
agriculture by establishing strong connections with
the national political elite and by taking advantage
of EU farming subsidies, favouring large investors.
Furthermore, those Bulgarian investors had been
very efficient in integrating their businesses in in-
ternational markets for agricultural production.

? study on land concentration in Bulgaria, pub-
lished last month by Za Zemiata [6], the Bulgarian
member of Friends of the Earth, shows that the
number of agricultural producers have been falling
constantly in the last 15-20 years. In 2003 there
had been over 650 000 registered producers and in
2013 the number fell to about 250 o000.
Cooperative farms have been in constant decline,
too. Between 2003 and 2010 both their number
and the land they use fell by about 50%, but, at the
same time, private agricultural investors have en-
joyed high growth levels.
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Despite that there are still many small producers,
they have very limited access to land. Only 4% of
agricultural producers control 85% farmland. The
case is the same with livestock breeding with 1,5%
of producers in the sector utilizing 66% of the land.
Small producers still dominate the market, but only
in terms of sheer numbers, not in terms of access to
land. Over 80% of farmers use less than 2 hectares
of land. This figure puts the huge majority of farm-
ers in Bulgaria in the same situation as most of
their colleagues in the European island-nation of
Malta, where also 80% of farmers have less than 2
hectares of land.

Mainstream media and politicians have praised the
"impressive" growth in the Bulgarian agricultural
sector. Disregarding extreme centralization of land
use, practically all Bulgarian governments in the
last two decades have favoured land consolidation
by few big agricultural firms. The current agricul-
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tural minister, who used to be the CEO in one of
the most influential Bulgarian farming corpora-
tions, keeps on claiming the biggest challenge for
the government is to accelerate land consolidation.

To finish on a positive note, in the midst of this
bleak picture, some peasant farmers, agricultural
workers, as well as food and environmentalist ac-
tivists have started to organize in Eastern Europe
against this utterly unjust land policies. The next
European Nyeleni Forum for Food Sovereignty,
which unites the progressive organizations in the
field of land and agricultural politics, will take place
this autumn in Romania [7]. Perhaps it is possible
to hope that this is indicative of potential politiciza-
tion against the socially destructive effects of ne-
oliberalism in the agricultural sector, so painfully
visible in Eastern Europe.

LeftEast
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I INDIA

Trupti Shah, a feminist fighter for the environment and

social justice

Trupti, an economist by training, centered
her lifelong activism primarily

on women's issues, constantly drawing its
intersections with development,
communal strife,

environment, caste,

labour and human rights issues.

With parents, Thakorbhai Shah, a known labour
union leader and mother

Suryakanta Shah, active in public life, Trupti was
drawn into people's

struggles very early in her life.

Trupti always attributed her initiation into activism
to her parents. In

her own words, "I inherited the spirit, 'not to toler-
ate any injustice'

from my father who left his career as journalist and
Gandhian ideology to

fight against injustice and became a Marxist-
Trotskyist and Trade unionist.

Along with him and other younger comrades from
the Communist League, a

Trotskyist group, I witnessed or participated in
most of the major

movements that emerged in Gujarat in the 1970s.
My involvement in the

its roots in these

women's movement has

experiences."

Her first experience of people's movement was in
1973 when she was just

11 years old. She, with five other girls, was detained
in the state home of

children for three days for participating with the el-
ders in the anti-price

rise movement that started in Vadodara to protest
Rs. 1 hike in milk

prices. She was soon to actively participate in the
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ensuing Nav Nirman

Andolan and anti-Emergency movement. A product
of Maharaja Sayajirao

University's distinctive academic atmosphere from
her kindergarten studies,

Trupti was to plunge into the women's movement
from her student days. And

that turned into her lifelong passion.

As a young 18 year old, unlike most other Gujarati
youth, she became active

in the Communist League (CL), the Indian section
of the Fourth International, which supported au-
tonomous women's movement world over. Dr.
Vibhuti Patel, one of the leading activists of the
Communist League was to

mentor Trupti's initiation in the autonomous
women's movement. Dr. Neera

Desai, a renowned sociologist and feminist, too was
a major influence on

Trupti's young mind and her work for women's
rights.

When the nationwide movement for reopening the
Mathura Rape Case seeking amendments in legal
provisions related to rape was started, Trupti was a
part of the forum, "Narishoshan Virodhi Samiti"
(Committee to Resist

Exploitation against Women) to be initiated in
Vadodara. Disenchanted with

the apathy of women political leaders towards gen-
der-based violence,

she participated as perhaps the youngest delegate
in the first conference

of Autonomous Women's Movement organised in
Bombay in 1980. The proceedings sharpened the
need in her to start something afresh in Vadodara
for women's rights. And so she resolved: "there is a
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need to have an autonomous women's organisation
in Baroda which will uphold the interest of women
above all other issues and political affiliation." And
the rest of her life became a persistent effort to-
wards building such an organisation. [1]

An effort of several years and like-minded friends
resulted in Sahiyar

(Stree Sangathan) an initiative led by the Maharaja
Sayajirao University of

Baroda students in 1984. The overriding conscious-
ness resulted in an

organisation by women and for women with the
long term aim to work towards a society free from
inequality, injustice and atrocity - a society where
women enjoy equal status and recognition as hu-
man beings. Resisting

communal forces and fundamentalists of all hues,
in striving to uphold the

principles of equality and non-discrimination, soon
became central to all

Sahiyar's initiatives.

Sahiyar (Stree Sangathan) is a feminist group in
Vadodara. She was one of

its founder members. Sahiyar (Stree Sangathan)
works for women's rights and strives to create
awareness among society on women's issues. She
was

involved in awareness programmes like street the-
atre, organising workshops,

training, participatory research and publication on
behalf of the

organisation. She was also involved in counseling
of adolescent girls and

women and providing legal support to them.

Her concerns were not limited to only women's is-
sues. She brought gender

perspective to other public concerns such as envi-
ronment, civil liberties,

human rights, anti-communalism and all just
causes.

She had been involved with several social / volun-
tary organisations since her
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student days and undertook community work and
social awareness work through these organisations.

One such organization being Paryavaran Suraksha
Samiti (PSS), an

organisation working on the issues related to envi-
ronmental rights and

awareness. As also a part of PSS, Trupti brought in
her impeccable research

and analytical skills and her understanding of hu-
man environment in

identifying and studying the rampant environmen-
tal degradation and

displacement of adivasis in the name of develop-
ment for land grabbing and

privatization. The concerns highlighted by her have
found their expression

in the changing environment over time, which only
goes to showcase the

depth of her understanding. Her thorough ap-
proach and holistic

understanding of environmental issues, helped in
preparation for legal

action, an important aspect of her action-oriented
approach.

She was also involved with People's Union for Civil
Liberties (PUCL), as
well as the Radical Socialist.

Trupti brought her expertise and sensitivities of
women's rights to other

struggles and every major social upheaval that she
responded to — during

the anti-Narmada dam agitation, the anti-nuclear
protests at Mithivirdi

area, the fight against industrial pollution in
Gujarat, the 2002 Gujarat

Carnage, the various government undertaken slum
demolition drives, and

raised environmental concerns in Gujarat from
time to time including in

respect of the Statue of Unity project, Garudeshwar
Weir project and the

recent Vishwamitri Riverfront Development
project, flagging the

environmental violations, livelihood issue and
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damage being caused by the
projects.

Her academic association with MSU continued si-
multaneously; in various

capacities — as a researcher, teacher, and as acade-
mic coordinator with

the Women's Studies Research Center and later in
the faculty of commerce

and faculty of social work as well.

She infused her academic expertise in her activism,
translating it into

action-oriented work at the grassroot level.
Whether she was involved in

preparing training manuals for NGOs, reviewing
exercises, conducting

training programmes, community programmes,
she combined her academic

brilliance with radical activism. She constantly
flagged concerns and

violations of all kinds with a rare passion.

She earned her Ph.D. for her thesis, "Economic
Status of Women in Urban

Informal Sector — A study of Baroda City" from
MSU in 2000.

She continued to write extensively, with her unwa-
vering faith in the

17

collective women's movement. She took great satis-
faction in the four

part: Nari Andolanno Itihas (History of Women's
Movement), a series of books on the history of
women's movement in Gujarati, published by
UNNATT and Sahiyar (Stree Sangathan) in 2011.

During her last days, she was most concerned
about the violations in the

Vishwamitri Riverfront Development Project case,
especially related to the

river's bio-diversity, environmental degradation,
loss of livelihoods. Her

concern to her last breath: behno na adhikar ni
vaat loko nathi
sambhadta....nadi, Paryavaran ni vaat loko
samjhe to saru(People are

apathetic to women's rights....it would be good if
they understand the issue

of river, environment).

She is survived by her fellow comrade, activist,
friend and companion,

Rohit Prajapati, who has been her partner in her ef-
forts and pillar of

support, and her son, Manav, amongst other family
and friends.
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I FAR RIGHT

An ominous warning from Austria's elections

NicoLe CoLsoN

By an extremely narrow margin, Norbert
Hofer, candidate of Austria's racist far-
right Freedom Party (FPO, by its initials
in German), lost the presidential election
Party-backed
Alexander Van der Bellen.

to Green candidate

Van der Bellen won by just 0.6 percent of the vote—
a margin of some 31,000 votes out of the more than
4.6 million cast. Candidates of the center-left Social
Party and
People's Party, which have traditionally held power,

Democratic center-right Austrian
were soundly rejected in the first round of voting,
leading to a runoff election between the viciously
anti-immigrant Hofer and Van der Bellen, who ran

as an independent with the backing of the Greens.

Had he won, Hofer would have been the first far-
right head of state elected in Europe since the end
of the Second World War.

Opponents of racism and reaction are rightly
breathing a sigh of relief, but the narrowness of
Hofer's defeat is unprecedented considering his
party's historic ties to fascism—the FPO was found-
ed in the mid-1950s by former Nazis and
nationalists.

The election outcome should be a warning about
the ability of the far right to grow across Europe, as
figures like Hofer seek to scapegoat refugees as the
cause of the economic suffering of working people
—and traditional center-left and center-right par-
ties do little or nothing to oppose the right's hate.

Hofer HAS been credited with moving the FPO
away from its more openly anti-Semitic and bigoted
rhetoric, but make no mistake—the core politics of
the party remain the same, even if party officials
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have become more savvy about how they package
them.

Much like Marine Le Pen's attempts to camouflage
the Holocaust denial and virulent racism of
France's National Front in past years, Hofer has
distanced the FPO from the more overtly hard-line
rhetoric of former leader Christian Strache. His
motives are likewise similar to Le Pen's—to con-
struct an image that will appeal to a new generation
of voters that might reject open fascism, but are
disillusioned with mainstream parties.

The Guardian wrote that Hofer's "slick,
unashamedly populist, Eurosceptic but largely un-
controversial campaign, promising to 'put Austria
first' with the slogan 'Unspoiled, honest, good,' saw
him collect 35 percent of the first-round vote in the
presidential elections, his party's best national

score since its formation in 1956."

But behind slogans like "Put Austria First" is the
FPO's insistence that some people—especially im-
migrants and refugees—be put last.

During the campaign, Hofer used crude fear-mon-
gering about the supposed threat of refugees, espe-
cially Muslim men, committing violent crimes like
rape. He promised that, if he was elected, criminal
penalties would be stiffened and assistance to
refugees and immigrants would be cut.

Hofer likewise said that "Islam has no place in
Austria," while drawing comparisons to the anti-
immigrant positions of Donald Trump in the U.S.

One big difference between Trump and Hofer, how-
ever, is that the Freedom Party has a more coherent
base of support on the Austrian right and actual

roots in fascism, even if Hofer is trying to present a
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different image. As Paul Hockenos wrote in Foreign
Policy, Hofer:

conveys the Freedom Party's anti-immigrant mes-
sage without the beer-hall ugliness of the old right
or that of less-seasoned like-minded parties else-
where in Europe. He stands behind vague slogans
such as "Austria to Your Feet" and "Austria First,"
which sound harmless but convey the message that
Austrians should do only what's best for them, not
unfortunates from faraway lands. Austria, he says,
should maintain and tighten the restrictive immi-
gration regime of the current Social Democratic-
Conservative government. But he says explicitly
that Muslims are swamping Austria and that Islam
cannot be at home in Austria, sentiments most
Austrians agree with.

This last point is important to bear in mind. If
many Austrians agree with racist and Islamophobic
ideas, the blame must also rest with other political
leaders and parties in Austria that have not just
failed to challenge the far-right's scapegoating, but
pandered to it.

In the presidential campaign, for example, Van der
Bellen ceded political ground to Hofer on the issue
of refugees. In one televised debate, Van der Bellen
endorsed the idea that crimes committed by
refugees—like the September rape of a 72-year-old
woman by an Afghan refugee—required a particu-
larly tough response "because that is an attempt to
occupy a certain public space, and that we won't

countenance."

The FPO can get a hearing for its anti-immigrant
appeal because the two main parties in Austrian
politics—the center-right People's Party and center-
left Social Democratic Party, one or both of which
have run every Austrian government since the end
of the Second World War—engage in their own

scapegoating of refugees.

Plus, the two parties are implicated in the neoliber-
al economic measures imposed on Austria—which
has allowed the FPO to win support as an opponent
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of European Union-sponsored austerity. As

Benjamin Opratko wrote for Jacobin last
December, commenting on regional elections held

in October:

Sometimes, it's even been difficult for left-wingers
to disagree with some of their positions, such as
their opposition to the bank bailouts, their attacks
on the "neoliberal" and "corporate" European
Union, and their assertion that "rescue packages"
for Greek debt servicing in fact benefited German
and French financial corporations. "Unser Geld fiir
unsere Leut"—"Our money for our people"—be-

came one of their more popular slogans.

In an environment in which support for European
crisis management has been almost unequivocal
among the Austrian political establishment, this
has put [the FPO] in a comfortable position to re-
establish their populism. The operative term in
their popular slogan, of course, is "our." Our mon-
ey, our people—they've made it abundantly clear
who is, and isn't, included in this pronoun.

Nor is the FPO's claimed opposition to austerity
genuine—as the party's previous ascendance shows.

In 2000, riding a wave of anger at the reigning cen-
ter-left government, the FPO, behind then-leader
Jorg Haider, did well enough in elections to join in
a coalition government with the People's Party. The
FPQO's fortunes declined because of a corruption
scandal and disillusionment over the party's failure
to deliver on economic promises—as it became a
booster of the same neoliberal policies it now

criticizes.

THOUGH THE refugee issue was central to this
campaign, it should be noted that the rise of far-
right parties like the FPO, both in Austria and
Europe, predates the current period.

According to Opratko, prior to regional elections in
Vienna last October, the FPO also deployed propa-
ganda against migrants and asylum seekers. But
that alone didn't explain the FPO's success last
year, Opratko wrote:
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A year ago—well before most of the current
refugees arrived in Austria—polls in Upper Austria
estimated the FPQO's support at around 30 percent.
Earlier this year, before the refugee situation domi-
nated headlines, elections in the southern province
of Styria saw the FPO skyrocket from 10.7 to 28.8
percent, finishing just 2.5 percent behind the Social
Democrats...

The idea that the FPO is merely profiting from anx-
iety about migration therefore conveniently over-
looks the far right's strength before the refugee
crisis.

Across Europe, parties like the FPO, the National
Front in France, Poland's Law and Justice party,
Hungary's Jobbik party, and Germany's more re-
cent Alternative for Germany have exploited anger
with the consequences of the 2008 global financial
crisis, disillusionment with EU policies and austeri-
ty, and the failure of centrist parties of either the
left or right to provide any alternative in the inter-
ests of workers and the poor.

Now, the European far right is focused on the
refugee crisis to sharpen its message, blaming im-
migrants and refugees for crime, a lack of jobs and
more besides. But the right is playing to anti-immi-
grant sentiment that already exists because tradi-
tional political parties paved the way—either tacitly
or explicitly—with calls for border clampdowns and
immigrants and

restrictions on benefits for

refugees.

Commenting in the Financial Times, Heather
Grabbe, director of the Open Society European
Policy Institute, wrote:

In a climate of crisis around migration...the open
society is threatened not only by extremist parties
getting into power but also by mainstream ones re-
inforcing the same xenophobic logic. Recent events
in Austria show that the politics of fear can quickly
run out of control. After all, it was mainstream par-
ties that agreed to bilateral deals with the country's
Balkan neighbors to keep out migrants. The gov-

erning coalition has drastically restricted the right
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in contravention of the Geneva
the

of asylum,

Convention, according to European

Commission and the UN.

The logic taking hold across Europe is that we must
turn inwards and build higher fences, physical and

virtual, to ward off external threats.

Though Hofer lost, the closeness of the vote is a
sign that the far right, if it is not challenged, can
grow and even win political power.

It's imperative for the left to have a response—one
that not only confronts the right-wingers them-
selves, ideologically and practically, but also
presents an alternative to the mainstream political
parties by putting blame for the crisis squarely
where it belongs and offering a political alternative
based on solidarity and freedom, rather than scape-

goating and repression.

The mass demonstrations and strikes in France,
prompted by the government's attempt to strip
away hard-won workers' rights, shows the potential
for such an alternative. As French socialist Léon
Crémieux wrote, the anti-government revolt has
broken through a gloomy period dominated by the
success of the National Front and the parallel rise
of repression and Islamophobia in the name of "na-
tional security" following the Paris terrorist attacks
last year.

In a Facebook post thanking his supporters after
the election, Hofer said the work expended on his
campaign was "not lost, but an investment in the
to an Associated Press

future," according

translation.

Hofer is right—unless we can build opposition to
discredit and drive back the likes of the FPO and
the rest of the far right in Europe. That requires
championing the rights of refugees, challenging
austerity and standing defiant against scapegoating
and hate.

May 25 2016)

socialisworker.org
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I TRADE DEALS

TTIP: Local politics enters the global contest

SoL Trumso ViLA

Opponents of the Transatlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership (TTIP) see their
chances of victory increasing. Local au-
thorities are now also increasingly taking
a strong position against supranational
structures that negotiate opaque trade
deals.

Recent declarations by the two Austrian presiden-
tial contenders ensuring they would block TTIP ,
Hollande's declarations claiming he would not ap-
prove TTIP at any cost and the Polish Agriculture
minister rejecting the TTIP provisions about food
safety rules revealed in the leaks published by
Greenpeace Netherlands, have placed the EU
Commission and the EU Chamber of Commerce on
the defensive. They have reason to be worried, sup-
port for TTIP is plunging in the US and Germany -
from more than 50% in 2014 to less than 20% now
- to the extent that US Consulting firms working for
Pro-TTIP groups call for coordinated actions to win

the public debate and "control the news cycle".

Indeed the news now is that TTIP is falling apart.
The German newspaper Der Spiegel recognises that
"an unprecedented protest movement" is threaten-
ing to collapse TTIP. Both Der Spiegel and the
Guardian praise the professionalism of the anti-
TTIP activists, many of them applying the lessons
from two decades of fighting the trade regime built
around the IMF, the World Bank and the WTO.
This occurs in a context of organisational practices
inspired by the occupation of the public space and
the use of communication technologies. The latest
example occurred last weekend with the success of
the French movement NuitDebout calling for a self-
organised #WorldDebout.

In the struggle against the global trade regime the
political trenches are different than a decade ago,

and this explains how the anti-TTIP movement has
expanded beyond the anti-neoliberal and anti-cor-
porate led trade circles. The definite battle line has
been drawn around the defence of sovereignty and
the "right to decide". This was evident in the first
gathering of Free-TTIP

Barcelona last month. The host of the meeting,

cities convened in
Barcelona City Council representative Gerardo
Pisarello, framed TTIP in terms of loss of sover-
eignty and democracy, "We the cities want to have
a say in the politics that will affect the lives of our
citizens", stating that with this treaty many social
policies "will be effectively blocked". To date more
than 1800 European cities and regions have de-

clared themselves TTIP- Free zones.

The defence of democracy at the local level relates
to the flourishing of a new economy, the alterna-
tives emerging before the incapacity of both the
state and the market — the key actors of the last
century — to solve the daily needs of a growing
number of people. This new economy takes many
forms and names and by no coincidence Barcelona
is one of the places where we find many examples
of the commons collaborative economy practices.
As rightly stated in Barcelona by Attac Austria
President and key activist of the anti-TTIP
European Alliance Alexandra Strickner "We are not
working only against Free Trade Agreements as in

the past; there is a fight for alternatives".

For the municipalities represented in Barcelona
their capacity to promote Public Alternatives was
an issue of major concern. Public procurement has
become a key tool to expand and consolidate local
alternatives to the current economic system based
on global value chains dependent on fossil fuels
and low labour standards. The Barcelona declara-
tion states "We are deeply concerned that these
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treaties will put our capacity to legislate and use
public funds (including public procurement) at
risk, severely damaging our task to aid people in
basic issues such as: housing, health, environment,
social services, education, local economic develop-
ment or food safety.” In other words, trade agree-
ments can block and reverse global trends such as
the remunicipalisation of water services or other
services. The Barcelona conference confirmed that
broadly accepted global governance tools like the
principle of subsidiarity and useful regulations like
the Directive 2014/24/UE about public procure-
ment are being dismantled with the new generation
of trade agreements.

What are the next steps? The broad coalition of so-
cial movements, civil society organisations and
more combative trade unions should consolidate
the alliance with the network of free-TTIP cities.
Now that some EU governments are openly ques-
tioning TTIP the European coalition is already fo-
cusing on CETA. Dubbed the Canadian TTIP, CETA
is due to be ratified this autumn as a "back door"
for US multinationals with a base in Canada aiming
to enter the so far protected European markets. An
"autumn of dissent" is already being prepared with
different mobilisations against the various Free
Trade Agreements and the transnational corpora-

tions that promote them. This is a good opportunity

N
N

to consolidate the engagement of the cities in the
mobilisations, which will require imagination and
political commitment.

If CETA is defeated it would be a fatal blow to
TTIP, however there are more battles on the hori-
such as the TiSA (Trade
Agreement). These battles against various acro-

zon, in Services
nym-lade trade agreements is simply evidence of a
broader reality; the corporate capture of national
and supranational institutions, which forces civil
society to be on the defensive. However, the
Barcelona meeting demonstrated that municipal
governments united in the struggle to defend
democracy and sovereignty is an effective strategy
that can protect and promote the blossoming of
post-capitalist spaces.

Local governments are becoming a strategic actor
protecting citizens' rights where nation-states have
failed. And
Grenoble, one of the first cities to remunicipalise

commitments are being made.
water services in France, took up the torch and will
host the next TTIP, CETA and TiSA-Free Zones
gathering. These transformative cities should not
become islands in a sea of neoliberal globalisation,
but spaces to develop a political practice that pro-
tects and nurtures the local while ensuring in-
ternational solidarity and cooperation.

TNI
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I BRITAIN

Antisemitism, Zionism and the left

RoLaND RANCE

Tory electoral strategist Lynton Crosby [3]
has gained notoriety for his "dead cat"
tactic: when losing an argument, "throw a
dead cat on the table". However much this
may disgust people, you can guarantee
that the dead cat is what they will be talk-
ing about, any other issues will be forgot-
ten. The right now seems to have found
the smelliest of all dead cats, with their
seemingly endless stream of largely spuri-
ous claims of antisemitism directed at
Jeremy Corbyn, the Labour Party, and left
activists in general.

This attack is a convergence of different forces and
interests, each with a common target. There is the
longstanding Israeli propaganda attack on support-
ers of Palestinian rights, which has been augment-
ed by the growth of the solidarity movement as a
result of Israel's increasing brutality, and particu-
larly by the strength of the Boycott Divestment and
Sanctions campaign in response to the call of
Palestinian civil society. This is an international
campaign by the Israeli state, though Britain has
been a key target for some time — with London
identified as "the primary hub of the delegitimiza-
tion network and campaign". [4]

The election of Jeremy Corbyn, a prominent sup-
porter of Palestinian rights, to the leadership of the
Labour Party made this even more urgent and they
have used to their advantage the resistance by
many on the Labour right to Corbyn and to any
move leftwards by the party, and the outright hos-
tility by the Tories and their press supporters to
Corbyn and to Labour as a whole. It is no coinci-
dence that this issue burst into public during an
election campaign marked by outright racism and
Islamophobia.

What does "anti-semitism" mean?

Before examining the specific allegations, it's nec-
essary to be clear about language. The term "anti-
semitism" was coined by 19th century Jew-hater
Willhelm Marr when he established his League of
Antisemites, and means racism directed towards
Jews. It is problematic for several reasons, not least
its assumption that there is such a category as
"semitism" which it opposes. Nor does it mean that
Jews are Semites (which is really a linguistic, not
an ethnological, term); and it does not usually refer
to anti-Arab racism. Nevertheless, the term has
been commonly accepted, and can be useful, so
long as it is not used to suggest that the phe-
nomenon is, in some manner, separate from
racism.

It is clear, on the other hand, what the term "anti-
Zionism" refers to. Zionism is a political ideology,
and an organised movement with real bodies and
membership. Although the term has sometimes
been abused by people who want a cover for their
Jew-hatred, anti-Zionism is not inherently anti-
semitic. It is, of course, important to note that not
only are not all Jews Zionists; neither are all
Zionists Jews, and the antisemitic Christian right in
the USA is very strongly Zionist.

However, in recent years there has been a concert-
ed effort to redefine antisemitism to include oppo-
sition to Zionism or to a Jewish state. Proponents
of this claim to have identified a "new anti-
semitism" directed against "Jews as a people". They
go on to argue that anti-Zionists deny to Jews
uniquely the right to self-determination in the form

of a nation state, and that this is clear antisemitism.

In support of this assertion, Israel's apologists fre-
quently refer to the " European Union Monitoring
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Centre on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC)
Working Definition of Antisemitism", asserting that
this has the force of law in EU countries. This docu-
ment was never an official EU statement; it was
simply a submission to a body which was wound up
in 2007. Its successor, the Fundamental Rights
Agency, has removed the document from its web-
site and archive, stating that it was "never valid"
and "not an official EU definition". [5]

The assertion that Jews across the world form a
separate national group, and that there is such an
entity as "the Jewish people", is itself a debatable,
and hugely contested, political argument. Historian
Shlomo Sand argues convincingly, in his best-sell-
ing book The Invention of the Jewish People, that
this reading of Jewish history reflects a changing
political imperative, and that prior to the mid-19th
century historians of Jewish life did not use such an
analysis.

In any case, even if we were to accept the existence
of one "Jewish people", this would not in itself pro-
vide a justification for a Jewish state, and certainly
not in a land already populated by others. There are
scores of "stateless nations". Some, such as the
Kurds and the Basques, live in a clearly identified
region, where they form a majority or plurality and
where they have been struggling for decades for po-
litical independence. Others, such as the Yoruba in
Nigeria, or the Uyghurs in China, demand national
autonomy rather than an independent state; the
Jews in Tsarist Russia formed a similar communi-
ty. And then there are the nations dispossessed and
dispersed by European settler states, including the
First Nations in North America, the Aboriginal peo-
ples of Australia, and indeed the Palestinians,
whose right to national self-determination must
take account of the existence in their land of other
very large national communities, despite the man-

ner in which these communities were implanted.

Nor should we accept the guilt-trip inherent in the
demand to recognise "the right of Israel to exist".
As Marxists and internationalists, we do not recog-
nise the right of any state to exist, and certainly not
of a particular regime. For instance, we certainly do
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not accept the right of the United Kingdom to exist,
opposing both elements of the state's name. We did
not accept the "right to exist" of the apartheid
regime and system in South Africa, which depend-
ed on the exclusion of black South Africans, and
nor should we accept the right to exist of the
Zionist regime and system in Israel and the
Occupied Territories, which depends on the exclu-
sion of Palestinians.

The assertion that Zionism and support for Israel
are an integral part of Jewish identity, which is at
the heart of this argument, is in itself a deeply anti-
semitic position. It echoes the argument that Jews
have a "dual loyalty", that they are liable at the drop
of a hat to betray the country in which they live. It
ignores the large (and rapidly growing) number of
Jews who reject the Israeli state and its pretensions
to speak in the name of "the Jewish people", and it
obliges the much larger number who do not really
have a position at all to identify as either "pro-
Israel" (and thus proudly Jewish) or "anti-Israel"
(and thus a treasonous self-hater).

In addition, this attempt to expand the meaning of
the term antisemitism is already having the effect
of discrediting the use of the term when appropri-
ate, and of actually fostering racial antagonism to-
wards Jews. After all, if someone watches a video of
Israeli carnage in Gaza, of the destruction of entire
areas and the slaughter of whole families, and is
then told that any criticism of this is an attack on
the Jewish people as a whole, they are likely to de-
cide that, if this is what Judaism and Jewishness
means, then maybe there really is a problem with
"the Jews".

And when activists are rightly enraged at the cyni-
cal misuse of allegations of antisemitism to smear
supporters of Palestinian rights, they are less likely
to listen in those instances when the allegations are
indeed correct. [6]

A witch hunt of Palestinian solidarity activists

In the current wave of allegations about members
of the Labour Party, amid the ridiculous charge
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that the party is "riddled with antisemitism", there
is a melange of lies and misrepresentations, obses-
sive focussing on clumsy formulations or thought-
less flippant remarks, a repeated blurring of the
distinction between anti-Zionism and anti-
semitism, and a few cases of what appears to be un-

equivocally anti-Jewish racism.

In many cases, these allegations arose after a trawl
through activists' social media comments, and one
does not have to be a conspiracy theorist to note
that this information, often dating back many
years, only surfaced on the eve of crucial elections,
at a time when the Tories were on the back foot
while the Labour right was keen for a poor Labour
showing in order to destabilise Corbyn's leadership.

During the Labour leadership campaign last sum-
mer, right-wing and pro-Israel sources attempted
to create the impression that Jeremy Corbyn was
himself antisemitic. This lie ran into the ground
pretty quickly due to the total lack of credible evi-
dence. [7] It appears that, since his election as
leader, the same groups have been conducting a
systematic trawl through people's social media ac-
counts in order to discover any posts which could
be misrepresented as antisemitic. The release of
these, in a daily barrage, in the weeks before local
elections was designed to do maximum damage to
the Labour Party and to provide ammunition for a
challenge to Corbyn's leadership.

It is instructive to examine some of these charges.
Vicki Kirby, vice-chair of Woking Labour Party, was
suspended from the party after right-wing blogger
Guido Fawkes "discovered" a 2011 tweet in which
Kirby apparently claimed that Jews "have big noses
and support Spurs". [8]. Even though comedian
David Baddiel confirmed on twitter Kirby was sim-
ply retweeting a quote from his screenplay for the
film The Infidel, she was pilloried for her alleged
antisemitic position, and Corbyn was attacked for
her membership of the party.

The witch-hunt then moved on to target Gerry
Downing, a veteran trade union and socialist ac-
tivist in London, who in a television interview un-
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wisely referred to "the Jewish Question". Although
he insisted that he was using term in the same way
as Karl Marx and Abram Leon, his comments failed
to recognise the significant change in context and
meaning since Marx's 1843 essay and Leon's 1942
book. These comments were again taken out of
context and used to present Downing as a rabid an-
tisemite — a charge which is risible to those who
know him, however strongly they may disagree
with his views.

Next in line was Tony Greenstein, a very well-
known anti-fascist and anti-Zionist campaigner
from Brighton. [9] Greenstein was told that he had
been suspended as a result of "comments"; al-
though the Labour Party has refused to tell him the
nature and content of these comments, a dossier
has been shown to the Times and the Daily
Telegraph, which shows clearly that it is his tren-
chant views on Israel, Palestine and Zionism that
are the heart of the objections. Greenstein has been
prominent in the efforts to expose and oppose the
influence of genuine antisemites, such as Paul
Eisen and Gilad Atzmon, in the Palestine solidarity
movement, making the charges against him even

less supportable.

A more prominent target was Bradford MP Naz
Shah, suspended for allegedly saying that Israeli
Jews should be transported to the USA. In fact, she
did nothing of the sort; she merely retweeted (at
the height of Israel's murderous onslaught on Gaza
in August 2014) a graphic meme arguing that if the
USA was so supportive of Israel, they could save
money by re-establishing the state in the Mid-West.
The graphic appears to have come from the website
of Holocaust scholar Norman Finkelstein. [10]
Shah was also denounced for a Facebook post (now
removed) calling on her Twitter followers to vote in
an online Mirror poll, writing that "The Jews are
rallying" — a charge confirmed by the Board of
Deputies, which wrote that they "asked deputies to
vote ... This importantly demonstrates the signifi-
cance of efforts by all members of the community
to support Israel". [11] Although her use of words
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may have been unfortunate, Shah was not actually
incorrect.

Following Shah's suspension, former London may-
or Ken Livingstone was ambushed by pro-Israel
Blairite MP John Mann, who barged in to an inter-
view with Livingstone to attack him as a "Nazi sym-
pathiser”. [12] In an ill-thought out and off-the-cuff
response, Livingstone pointed out that in the early
years of the Nazi regime, there had actually been
collaboration between the Nazi and Zionist move-
ments. This is a highly sensitive issue for many of
Israel's supporters, and those raising it need to be
absolutely certain of their facts and terminology.
Unfortunately, Livingstone made a number of (rel-
atively minor) errors in his brief summary of parts
of the book by US researcher Lenni Brenner in his
1983 book Zionism in the Age of the Dictators. This
allowed his detractors (some of whom have been
denouncing him for years) to force his suspension
from the party. However, in his clumsy comments
Livingstone managed to inform many more people
about the scandalous Ha'avara Agreement than
anti-Zionists have managed despite decades of rea-
soned explanation.

The most recent (as of the time of writing) target
has been Jackie Walker, the black Jewish vice chair
of Momentum. In a discussion about misuse of the
Holocaust to provide a justification for Israeli bru-
tality, Walker referred to slavery and the African
holocaust, and noted that her ancestors had been
involved in both sides of the slave trade. An unchal-
lenged historical statement (that some Jews were
involved in the slave trade) was presented as a
racist attack on Jews. Walker is a prominent anti-
racist activist, who played a significant part in the
mobilisation in Kent against Farage and UKIP.

There are a number of significant aspects to this
witch-hunt. Many of the alleged comments have
been quoted completely out of context, none is ac-
tually antisemitic, some date back several years,
and they have emerged following detailed scrutiny
of social media accounts. Someone seems to be in-
vesting a great deal of effort into rooting out old
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comments which can be wrenched out of context
and spuriously presented as antisemitic.

While the victims noted above were either them-
selves Jews, or were quoting the words of Jewish
writers, this does not necessarily disprove the claim
that they are antisemitic. It does, however, demon-
strate clearly that much of this controversy is based
on an internal Jewish discussion which has been
hijacked by others for their own political ends.
Indeed, one of the striking features of this contro-
versy has been the almost complete absence of the
voices of Palestinians, the principal victims of the
Zionist project in the Middle East.

There is a long and honourable history of Jewish
opposition to Zionism. The first Zionist Congress,
in 1897, had to be moved to Basel, which had a
minimal Jewish population, after the rabbis in
Munich — where it was originally scheduled to meet
— threatened to excommunicate any local Jew who
it. The
Declaration (introduced by the same man who

assisted or supported 1917 Balfour
twelve years earlier had introduced Britain's first
immigration act in order to exclude Jews fleeing
Tsarist pogroms) was opposed as antisemitic by the
only Jewish cabinet member. In the last free elec-
tions in Poland before Nazi occupation, the anti-
Zionist Bund won a clear majority of the Jewish

votes in both national and municipal elections.

Following the Holocaust and the establishment of
the state of Israel this tradition was weakened, but
never disappeared. Jews have always been among
the harshest critics of Zionism and Israel, and have
faced a systematic campaign of smears and attacks.
What we see now is the intersection of the Zionist
attempt to delegitimise critics of Israel, with the
desperate efforts by the Labour right (dubbed the
"bitterites" by John Prescott) to discredit Jeremy
Corbyn and replace him with one of their own.
Some key figures (such as Mann and Luke Akehurst
) are members of both of these camps. [13]

Jewish activists have expressed extreme anger at
this cynical misuse of the charge of antisemitism,
which risks undermining opposition to real (rather
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than imaginary) instances of antisemitism. The
Jewish Socialists' Group has objected to the
"weaponisation" of such allegations, Independent
Jewish Voices has complained of "a campaign of in-
timidation", while Jews for Justice for Palestinians
stated that the charge "would be ludicrous if it were
not so serious". [14] Graham Bash, the editor of
Labour Briefing (and partner of Jackie Walker) has
written "As a Jew (all my life) and Labour Party
member (48 years) I am outraged at the way allega-
tions of anti-Semitism have been used to silence le-
gitimate criticism of Israel and undermine Jeremy
Corbyn as my party's leader". [15]

Meanwhile, as if to remind us all that comparisons
of Israel with Nazi Germany are not inherently an-
tisemitic, at the height of this controversy the
Israeli army's deputy chief of staff Yair Golan gave
a speech on Holocaust Memorial Day (commemo-
rated in Israel in May rather than January) in
which he said "If there's something that frightens
me about Holocaust remembrance it's the recogni-
tion of the revolting processes that occurred in
Europe in general, and particularly in Germany,
back then — 70, 80 and 90 years ago — and finding
signs of them here among us today in 2016". [16]
Although he quickly issued a statement clarifying
that he did not mean what he said, he was not pillo-
ried and faced no calls for his dismissal. [17] Chief
of Staff Moshe Ya'alon confirmed his "full confi-
dence" in Golan, and accused critics of "a politically
motivated campaign" to damage the Israeli army.
[18] Labour Party leaders would have been well ad-
vised to respond similarly.

By now, several dozen people have been smeared
and suspended from the Labour Party. Others, such
as NUS President Malia Bouattia, [19] who are not
Labour members, have faced vilification for their
views. But the campaign appears to be backfiring
since so many of the allegations are clearly risible
attempts to defend the indefensible or to score sec-
tarian points. There is a danger of throwing out the
baby with the bathwater, and of failing to take seri-
ously any genuine antisemitism. And such a devel-
opment would suit the Zionists perfectly, as can be
seen in their cynical, almost gleeful, response to
last year's attacks on Jewish targets in Paris. [20]

The Labour Party has set up an independent en-
quiry to investigate the charges. But the vice-chair
of the inquiry, Professor David Feldman (the direc-
tor of Birkbeck College's Pears Institute for the
Study of Antisemitism) has already been attacked
by the Jewish Chronicle for his alleged member-
ship of Independent Jewish Voices. [21] So it would
appear that nothing short of a McCarthyite tribunal
will satisfy those running the campaign.

All supporters of Jeremy Corbyn's leadership of the
Labour Party, all supporters of Palestinian rights,
and all opponents of racism should join the call for
an end to this witch-hunt, for the reinstatement to
the Labour Party of all of those unjustly expelled or
suspended on the basis of these fake charges, and
for a transparent process to investigate any serious
charges — as well as for an investigation into the
naked Islamophobia displayed in the Tory mayoral
campaign in London.

Source Socialist Resistance.
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I SCOTLAND

The Future of the Left in Scotland

JOHNATHAN SHAFI

Elections are always difficult for the far
left, and particularly difficult in post-ref-
erendum Scotland where so much of the
socialist inclined vote is soaked up by the
SNP, and the Greens, who have deservedly
returned more MSPs.

But the process involved in getting this far
has led to the development of an entirely
new generation of socialist activists.
These people have worked against the
odds, with minimal resources and with a
short time scale and are focussed on mov-
ing the project forward. They are a source
of inspiration, but more than that, I fully
believe them and many more who will join
their ranks to be the future of the Scottish
left. Their skill, togetherness and talents
will make an impact on Scottish politics.
There is no doubt about it.

Those young activists are coupled with the
re-engagement of a cross section of expe-
rienced socialists as a result of the process
of renewal and alliance building. These
veterans of the movement have seen many
a difficult election, but now they can see
real potential to develop again, with years
ahead to grow and debate strategy.

In addition, the candidates were outstanding, dig-
nified and drawn from diverse backgrounds. They
are a credit, and have a big future ahead. They had
the guts to stand up and promote an irreverent so-
cialist campaign, and had the courage of their con-
victions in a difficult political atmosphere. Many
were moved to tears by their struggle and determi-
nation to make sure the lives of ordinary people
were heard in the debate.

Their time will come. When it does, this experience
will be looked back on as an important learning
curve.

Registering where we made mistakes

We in RISE made three major strategic miscalcula-
tions. Firstly, we imagined the organic base of a
new pro-indy left organisation to be far larger than
it was. By the time we had launched, the energy of
the referendum had been incubated in the SNP.
This may have been different if we had launched in
the days after September 18th 2014, but even then,
the result of the No vote was to begin a long, Cold
War, as opposed to the Scottish spring that would
have emerged post Yes.

Secondly, we convinced ourselves of there being
political space for the far left in an election where
the SNP, Labour and the Greens were all competing
for the radical vote. Imagine that, underwritten by
the national question, which would boost the SNP
even if they did slide to the centre. In 1999 and
2003 when the SSP broke through, the space for
the radical left was much more accessible.

RISE in amongst this, given we had just four
months to electioneer, and tiny resources in com-
parison to others actually managed to compete well
on the campaign phase, but on the night the results
in black and white highlighted the difficulties this
election brought. Even if we had run the perfect
campaign, and had good luck along the way, we
may have added another percentage point or so on
to the vote. The objective circumstances matter,
and force of will cannot turn the tide of elections.

Thirdly, we believed that the election could be
fought on the basis of ideas, when in fact it was al-
ways going to be a highly tactical election. In the
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early stages of RISE in late 2015 we seemed to be at
the centre of a storm around tactical voting. There
was a stream of derision focussed on RISE for 'vote
splitting'. Unfortunately, despite our best efforts to
move on to different footing after our policy confer-
ence in December, it stuck as a constant reference
point. This also gripped us in a permanent war
footing in relation to the SNP at a time when vast
numbers of left-wingers are casting their vote for
them. That said, we were right to expose the weak-
ness of the SNP policy platform and campaign ap-
proach — that will count in the future.

These strategic problems were combined with the
every day difficulties involved in competing for

votes with limited time and resources.

That said our reports, videos, unique campaign
platform and our high calibre candidates managed
to move the politics of RISE on, and it is thanks to
these efforts that many continue to join on the ba-
sis that the need for socialist ideas impacting main-
stream politics is a necessity not an option. We
were right to use this election to work out how
much radicalised energy from the referendum
would translate into votes for a far left option that
involved both the social movement aspect of the
radical left and the SSP.

Defeats are not easy. But we have to recognise
where we are, and what has been built. The begin-
nings of a new unity, the recruitment of hundreds
of now committed activists, the development of
name recognition, a strong media presence, a
strong youth and woman's movement and the bat-
tle hardening that limited resources and bad elec-
tion results bring.

RISE is here for the long haul, and it will undoubt-
edly grow now that it has a coherent and dedicated
activist base. It will host a major conference of the
European left in June discussing the future of the
EU, it will build on areas of policy strength, it will
develop its networks and intervene intellectually, it
will entrench its national organisation into locali-
ties and, as it already is doing, in the trade unions.
It has years now to develop and in the long run it
has a bright future, especially as it has such promis-
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ing and talented youth.

But true as that is, simply stating this is simplistic
and in its own way tribal. If that is where this arti-
cle ended, you would correctly conclude that it does
not contain enough strategic thinking, and that in
essence it is just the ongoing project of the far left
in Scotland with a bit of boosterism to get it
through a difficult period. It is not enough. We
made a big turn during the referendum away from
leftists clinging on to parties, defending them as the
one true voice, towards raising our ideas to a mass
movement that millions of people could relate to.

In truth, the forces of the radical left in Scotland
now have to think in much broader terms about
where we go next, and we have to be much more
ambitious about what can be achieved. We have to
put our forces in to a wider framework that moves
us forward strategically, not just as an organisation
that can recruit people and engage the public with a
policy platform.

In truth, the forces of the radical left in Scotland
now have to think in much broader terms about
where we go next, and we have to be much more
ambitious about what can be achieved. We have to
put our forces in to a wider framework that moves
us forward strategically, not just as an organisation
that can recruit people and engage the public with a
policy platform.

And so, learning from the last year, we need to
work out what is happening now, and how best we
can advance the cause of socialism and the radical
left at a time of capitalist decay and constitutional

crisis.

We need an extra-parliamentary movement

The Scottish right is emboldened by the new batch
of Tory MSPs. They will be a constant source of op-
position, and as a result they will be the platform
for the Union. They may be able to exert pressure
on a variety of questions to win concessions. But
more than that, the Scottish right as well as having
a strong position inside Holyrood, can also use this
to rebuild ideologically in the society as a whole.
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The commentators of the right, for example, are
now less abstract and by definition more in touch
with the weekly mechanics of parliament. This does
not mean there will be a mass revival — nothing of
the sort. But it does mean there is a viable outlet for
right wing Scotland to pin itself too, an outlet with

some clout.

More young Tories will join and become involved,
sensing monetary rewards in the form of jobs and
potentially as future MSPs. To them, it may start to
feel less toxic. Ruth Davidson, will continue to try
and detoxify the Tory brand. Some will remember
Murdo Fraser's intervention in recent years calling
for the wholesale rebranding of the Scottish right,
dumping the Conservative tag. These things may
come to pass. Whether or not a full scale transition
takes place, this is a change that the broad move-
ment for the progressive left in Scotland should
take seriously.

All of this revolves around the national question.
Consider Labour's manifesto. It contained many
left wing policies. While their campaign appeared
at times shambolic, their rhetoric was designed to
appeal to their base, as a method of rebuilding.
They didn't chase the centre, knowing that was al-
ready dominated by the SNP. But they just couldn't
overcome the fact that their base has a different
take on independence.

And so we see in broad terms two major plates im-
plant themselves in Holyrood in a Scotland which a
superficial analysis suggests has become
'ulsterised'. The SNP on the one hand, the Tories on
the other, and the dividing line: Scottish national-

ism versus British continuity.

But this analysis — ulsterisation — is wrong headed
in the extreme. It is deployed, interestingly enough,
by the unionist right, and the unionist left. Both
misunderstand that questions of class and nation
are bound up with not just a split on the indepen-
dence question, but of left and right as an extension
of it.

George Kerevan, East Lothian SNP MP, is therefore
absolutely correct to come to a different conclusion:
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"There is no third way in Scottish politics any
longer. It is an independent, socialist and green
Scotland — or a Unionist, Tory and exploited sub-
sidiary of the City of London."

This will define the political landscape in the com-
ing years. As a result it requires us to develop a
broad movement for independence again — because
that is what is going to define the balance of forces
in the coming years, and in parallel the opposition-
al movement to the brutal austerity being un-
leashed by the Tories from Westminster. That
movement requires radical content to mobilise the
communities that injected people power into the
referendum and befuddled the British State.

In addition to this overarching movement we need
to agitate for wider campaigns on big issues facing
the working class and the left that we can move on
in the here and now. In these campaigns the left of
the SNP should be involved, alongside the Greens
and RISE. We will also need to turn campaigns like
Better Than Zero, into real social movements to de-
velop radical organisation that can express the mil-
lennial discontent bred by precarious work and his-
toric wealth inequality. Alongside this we need a
militant anti-austerity street movement that can
exert pressure at every level of its implementation.

The next election will likely see the clash outlined
by Kerevan intensify; and it may be the 'indy ref 2'
election. What will count is the political at-
mosphere generated in the years running up to it.
The socialist left may not be in a position to break
through electorally, but we can be a fighting force
on the ground, and can make a massive impact in
the years ahead if we apply ourselves to a strategy
of building movements and developing for the fu-
ture. We need to be there to keep pulling society
leftwards. With the Tories now as firm opposition
we have a duty to this task.

Time to think, time to build

For now, RISE will open up to discussion and de-
bate about the way forward. That will be a lively, re-
spectful and outward looking forum, led by mem-
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bers. But I hope that we will discuss more than the
prospects for RISE itself, and place ourselves in a
broader context, where yes we will have to face
some uncomfortable truths, but where also we can
re-energise for what can be an exciting period
ahead. Every successful left wing organisation in
history has been as a result of an organic relation-
ship with the outside world. Moral indignation
about injustice is not enough; we need strategy,
aims, a record of achievement and recognition of
where we have failed. That is the test of political
maturity.

In the vein, as well as developing activism, we need
to invest resources into rebuilding the theoretical
and ideological weight of the left, which needs en-
riched to guide a new generation of left wing cam-
paigners. Popular education, reading groups, ideo-
logical forums of debate and discussion, left wing
political festivals — all are needed going forward.

The great thing about politics — even in moments of
trouble — is that it is evolving constantly, and there-
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fore new fronts open up all the time. What you
need though, is a stable and talented group of peo-
ple to travel the road with. If nothing else, I believe
that we now have that under development once
again on the Scottish left.

The task now is to work out how we can make that
hard work effective in the struggle to come. That
should start with working out not only what defines
RISE, but what unites us with the movement we
need to develop as outlined previously. The election
has not been an easy one and there are many peo-
ple, not just in RISE, who would have made a huge
impact as MSPs. That will come, in time. Political
representation in the parliament is important, but
it is nothing without an extra parliamentary move-
ment. Let us, for now, focus on that important and
necessary work. Not only will that will shape the
coming years, it will also build a longterm base for
the election of socialist MSPs in the future.

Bella Caledonia
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I FRANCE

Strong headwinds are making France a stormy sea

LEoN CREMIEUX

France has entered a new situation since
the beginning of March. Previously it was
dominated by the political polarization ex-
erted by National Front and the parallel
rise of the "national security'"climate fol-
lowing the terrorist attacks in January
and November 2015.

None of these elements has been cancelled out and
you would have to be blind to think that all of that
had been swept away by the present movement.

But the key political event of recent weeks is that
despite these two elements, which weigh heavily on
political and social life, there has developed a mul-
tifaceted mobilization which already deserves to be
compared with the great mobilizations of workers
and youth over the last fifteen years: those of 2003,
2006 and 2010.

In the months preceding March, we could sense the
beginnings of a social confrontation. First of all
with the broad current of sympathy expressed with
the mobilization of Air France workers, with the
episode of the shirt last October. [2] In the same
period, the number of walk-outs and strikes in
workplaces, especially small and medium-sized
ones, increased significantly, especially on issues of
wages during mandatory annual negotiations.
Similarly, there was the strength of the mobiliza-
tion on climate change at the time of COP21, even
though the terrorist attacks in November and the
introduction of the state of emergency allowed the
state to break the momentum of the street mobi-
lizations. Big demonstrations against the Notre
Dame des Landes airport and the establishment of
support networks for migrants were also the result
of action by tens of thousands of young people and
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activists that were coordinated by associations and
social networks.

The first lesson of these reactions and these mobi-
lizations was that the management of capitalist in-
terests by social democracy, weak political opposi-
tion to the left of the PS and the lethargy of the
union leaderships were not synonymous with an
equivalent lethargy and drift of the whole of soci-
ety, starting with a large section of workers and
young people, hit hard by policies of austerity and
unemployment. On the contrary; the situation al-
ready gave an illustration of the profound alien-
ation from and discredit of the institutional parties,
who have alternated in government over the last
twenty years. It is this discredit, in the absence of
social struggles, that has favoured the steady rise of
abstention and the vote for the National Front
among popular layers in recent years.

On the social terrain, since the beginning of
Hollande's term of office, many demands of the
MEDEF (employers'
labour law have been implemented through the

organization) concerning
Macron and Rebsamen laws, continuing the work
of unraveling workers' rights that was begun in par-
ticular by the Fillon laws in 2008. The adoption by
the Socialist governments of the employers' credo
on "labour costs" was the prelude to the National
Inter-professional Agreement establishing compet-
itiveness agreements. All this represented so many
steps towards aligning France on the same level as
other European countries in terms of pushing back
social rights.

The EI Khomri law, a social detonator

So the El Khomri law, at the heart of which is the
reversal of the hierarchy of norms, has become a
social detonator. Obviously, because of its content
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—which abolishes the principle of favour while in-
cluding many other attacks — but especially because
of all the other elements of the present context, it
has been a real catalyst. [3]

This is not the place to lay out immediate perspec-
tives and it is much too early to make a balance
sheet of this movement, which could lead to a ma-
jor confrontation and a political crisis, but could
just as well fail in the face of the many brakes on it
that exist.

However several elements

highlighted:

can already be

« First of all, the way it started. There was a lot of
preparatory work done by activist networks, includ-
ing the Copernicus Foundation, the CGT and the
Solidaires union federation, on the Combrexelle re-
port and the Badinter project. But the mobilizing
factor, the trigger and the call to demonstrate on
March 9 were clearly and directly due to the scial
networks with what is known as the "Caroline De
Haas petition". [4]

» What is revealing is the tone of the petition, clear-
ly demanding the withdrawal of the law, branding
it as a frontal attack, a tone which should be com-
pared with the declaration on February 23 by the
union leaderships. Not only did they not at all de-
mand the withdrawal of the law, limiting them-
selves to a few measures, they complained especial-
ly about the lack of dialogue and concluded on the
need for the government to meet with them...
Without any call to the slightest mobilization.

« Similarly the call to the first event, which was also
the occasion numerous calls to strike, came from an
appeal that started from social networks and was
supported very quickly by the initiators of the
petition.

« We must insist on this point, because what might
seem to be trivial is indicative of a general orienta-
tion of passivity by the confederal union leader-
ships (the position of Solidaires is not to be put in
the same category). This obviously draws support
from the feeling of pessimism present among many
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union activists after the failure of the last great mo-
bilization in 2010 (which was again linked to the
policies of the union leaderships); but it is the re-
sult of a general orientation in relation to austerity
policies that has been combined since 2012 by the
refusal to create too much trouble for a left

government.

So the union leaders in no way sought, before the
announcement of this law, to prepare their activists
for a mobilization by conducting campaigns of ex-
planation, providing information, and raising the
awareness of workers. And that is without even
talking about conducting more political preparato-
ry work, making the balance sheet of 2010 and
putting forward the need for an a broad united
movement, for a general strike to force the govern-
ment to retreat. Two months later, the absence of
this preparatory work is still being felt. It was even
more necessary because over the last 30 years the
working class and all the popular strata have accu-
mulated many defeats on the social terrain, follow-
ing a series of neo-liberal attacks.

The mainsprings of the mobilization

But in this country other contradictory elements
are present and it is from them that the dynamics
of the mobilization draw support:

 The French situation is still at odds with those ex-
perienced by other European countries, in which
the capitalist juggernaut has done much more
harm. There is a broad consciousness of what still
remains to be preserved, of what not to lose in the
fields of services, social security, employment regu-
lations, labour laws. From this point of view, the
neoliberal cultural revolution of the Socialist Party
faces many obstacles, even in what is left of its elec-
toral support and its networks of activists. The re-
actions of the dissident Socialists and the initiators
of the petition express this reflex of self-preserva-
tion of circles close to the PS or to the Front de
Gauche (Left Front). [5]

 The activists of the social movement as a whole
keep in mind the memory of defeats, but also of
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strong mobilizations of workers and youth. Until
2010 the country had regularly experienced full-
scale confrontations, by workers against pension
reforms in 1995, 2003 and 2010, in a powerful
movement drawing its strength from university and
school students in 2006, leading to victory against
the CPE (First Employment Contract). It should
also be emphasized that the victory of 2006 against
the Villepin government was obtained after the
government had to force through its law by using
Article 49.3. This lesson should be retaine because
the government is following the same procedure
which will take at least until the end of June (with a
necessary passage through the Senate and return to
the National Assembly). [6]

« In a different vein, many people, young and not so
young, in the popular neighbourhoods also pre-
serve the memory of the urban revolt led by the
youth of those popular neighbourhoods for four
weeks in October-November 2005, after the death
of Zyed and Bouna in Clichy-sous-Bois. This revolt
provoked a profound break between the youth and
practically all parties and movements, apart from
some of the far left (including the LCR). This break
with the neighbourhoods, which were stigmatized
by Sarkozy at the time [7], especially as regards
young Arabs and Blacks — who were targeted by all
the law and order campaigns, but who were also
the first victims of unemployment and job insecuri-
ty — has persisted in recent years and has been
compounded by the wave of Islamophobia that has
swept the country since January 2015. This break is
also visible in the present movement, whereas,
paradoxically, these young people were very active
in the movement of 2006, a few months later,
against the CPE.

» The dismantling of social, political and trade-
union structures. Until the late 1990s (the late
twentieth century, therefore ...), the workers' move-
ment, including its political wing, constituted a fab-
ric made up of many threads, a fabric with many
tears in it, but which still maintained some com-
mon references coming from its from history and
its "great" battles.
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The 2000 decade and the return of social democra-
cy to government transformed the earlier tears in
the fabric into deep cuts. This has meant, in partic-
ular, that new generations of, often radical, ac-
tivists, involved in migrant, anti-fascist, or climate
struggles, active in many union branches, especially
in precarious sectors, do not live their struggles as
being part of a defunct "workers' movement".
Contradictorily, whereas the old generations of ac-
tivists, absorbed by institutional politics, have
thrown away their revolutionary hopes, the new
generations who do not have the same traditional
baggage often have a strong awareness of the evils
of capitalist barbarism and are always receptive to
political arguments about the need for revolution-
ary transformation. This consciousness is often
combined with a very strong demand for real
democracy, and a rejection of delegation of deci-
sion-making — the heritage of the fiascos of
Stalinism and of social democratic governments.
There remains a profound heterogeneity among
these younger generations (there is not a "youth",
there are young people ...). There is obviously a so-
cial cleavage, which is reinforced by the cleavage of
young people from the popular neighbourhoods,
driven by a racist society to define themselves as
Blacks, Arabs and Muslims. All young people were
not Charlie... The present movement can overcome
many of these divisions, but it has not happened

yet.

+ The restructuring of the economic fabric, in in-
dustry and services, obviously has very consider-
able effects on the difficulties of organizing and the
atomizing of consciousness. As well as political dis-
integration of the workers' movement there is ob-
jective destructuring (subcontracting, undermining
of job status ...) whose effects have not really been
opposed by the trade union movement. The diffi-
culties of mobilization and extension in many sec-
tors are obviously also related to this reality, which
further weakens the consciousness of belonging to
the same class.

Political crisis
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Recent weeks have also revealed the level of politi-
cal crisis. There is obviously first of all the crisis of
the institutional parties. The permanent repudia-
tion of the government and the Socialist Party is re-
flected in the situation of blockage in which the
government finds itself, unable to get its own MPs
to vote in support of its policies (whatever the final
outcome of the parliamentary debate on the El
Khomri law). [8] This discredit is also reflected in
the polls; the trend is undeniable and makes this
government and the Hollande-Valls couple the
most widely rejected in the polls, probably since the
beginning of the Fifth Republic. The corollary of
this crisis is obviously the internal crisis of the PS,
illustrated by the grotesque debates around the
idea of a primary on the left — which accentuates
the crisis of the PCF - and the place that is being
taken by Emmanuel Macron. [9] Even the project
of Valls, to rapidly make the PS the French equiva-
lent of Matteo Renzi's party in Italy, is losing its
substance, overtaken on the right.

This crisis is finding its symmetrical counterweight
in the crisis of the Republicans. [10]... In the final
analysis, for the same reasons.

Today, all the mainstream parties in Europe are hit
and severely attacked by the changes imposed by
globalization and the neoliberal reforms brutally
imposed since 2008. After Greece, Italy and the
Spanish State, in its way, France is seeing a level of
discredit of these parties that is sending out alarm
signals. This obviously poses the need for the bour-
geoisie to restructure its political apparatus, break-
ing down boundaries that appear obsolete.

In France, the crisis may soon be matched by a
deeper crisis of the institutions and of the political
system itself. The institutions of the Fifth Republic
were designed for a system dominated by one par-
ty, the same party in the Senate, in the National
Assembly and in the Elysée Palace, around a strong
regime and a strong President. With the crisis of
Gaullism and of the dominant bipartisanship, it
was necessary to introduce the reform of 2001
which established a presidential regime, welding
the parliamentary majority to the President. It was

w

(93]

a crisis solution to the vagaries of cohabitation. But
once again, this meant maintaining a supremacy of

the dominant parties.

Today, the rise in the level of abstention and of the
National Front, the discredit of the Socialist Party
and the Republicans (LR, former UMP) is render-
ing this edifice fragile. It also illustrates that
France, despite the "values of the Republic", is —
along with the United Kingdom — the country that
has the most archaic electoral system, with election
in single member constituencies and no propor-
tional representation. France is even worse than
the UK, since the direct election of a President
holding strong political power makes it the only
country effectively led by a monarch in the major
countries of the European Union.

Valls and Hollande have tried in recent weeks to
curb the political crisis in various ways.

First, by trying to muzzle the Socialist Party and its
parliamentary group. The use of 49-3 for the adop-
tion at first reading of the El Khomri law was obvi-
ously aimed at trying to cut short a public policy
debate, that would further undermine the govern-
ment. But it also sought to rein in the minority ot
"dissident" PS MPs, forced to choose submission or
an open break through presenting and voting for a
motion of censure. In fact, for a time, the internal
opposition in the PS dodged the issue. Only 28
members of the PS (over 40 dissidents) supported
the putting down of such a motion. The text of a
motion of censure must win support of 10% of MPs
to be submitted to the vote. The left motion gath-
ered support from only 56 members instead of 58

... In any case, the PS has sunk further into crisis.

Furthermore, while it is politically weakened, the
government is seeking all the more to assert its au-
thority through repression. Recent weeks have seen
a rising crescendo of police violence, the affirma-
tion of the power of a policestate, strengthened by
the exteprolongation nsion of the state of emer-
gency which is turned directly against the move-
ment, strikes and demonstrations. The media, in
government hands and big business, serve as direct
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channel of propaganda masking police violence, or-
chestrating a campaign against "thugs" while seek-
ing to criminalize the movement.

This authoritarianism tends to mask the weakness
of this government and the PS.

Weakness in its ranks, weakness in the Assembly
and weakness in its own social base.

So the last element characterizing this movement,
seen especially in the debates of Nuit Debout [11] is
the profound gap between the demands of democ-
racy, between the choice of decisions made by those
concerned and not by uncontrollable officials and
the reality of the system and its institutions. It
clearly appears both that the political system is pro-
foundly undemocratic and that real power lies obvi-
ously outside the elected assemblies. The banks and
the multinationals, the centres of capitalist power,
not only make laws but exonerate themselves from
respecting them.

The rejection of the financial system, energy choic-
es, border closures, policies of unemployment and
precarious work are the ingredients that are pro-
ducing a rejection of the political system, but also
of the capitalist system itself. This is latent in soci-
ety and it is patently obvious in places where people

express themselves, such as Nuit Debout.

So this movement contains many strengths and
weaknesses. The coming weeks will tell which will

dominate.

Necessity and lack of political representation of the
exploited and oppressed

This only highlights the need and the absence of a
political party with a discourse and action that uni-
fies, that unites all these different elements by stay-
ing focused on what makes a common force, and it
must define a common goal: the general struggle
against a political system that has produced the
Panama Papers, Calais and the thousands of mi-
grants killed in the Aegean, climatic disturbances,
insecurity and social misery...
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The movement that is developing calls into ques-
tion both the objectives and the structures of the
capitalist economic and social system and de-
nounces the reality of the places where power lies
and the anti-democratic rules of political life and
decision making.

It therefore poses the question of the political rep-
resentation of the exploited and oppressed and of a
project of society capable of meeting the demands
that are emerging. The social struggles of recent
months (over the climate, migrants, Notre Dame
des Landes, the El Khomri law and many, many
strikes) pose all the elements of resistance to the
system; they pose demands, both fundamental and
immediate, and they outline the paths towards a
society that will be guided by fulfilling social needs
and will provide the political instruments to
achieve these demands, instruments of real democ-
racy, involving choice, debate and decisions. Social
struggles and political perspectives (not electoral
politics) will be a permanent part of it. All these ele-
ments of struggle and resistance will come up
against a class society that is brutal, determined to
maintain and increase exploitation and that is forg-
ing and reforging national and European institu-
tions to be seats of untrammelled power, entirely
dedicated to maintaining the system and escaping
more and more from any kind of democratic and
popular control. The Greek experience, the rejec-
tion of migrants, the Panama papers and TAFTA
have illustrated, in less than a year, many elements
of the way that this society really functions. The de-
bate around these issues is indispensable among
those who have been activists of social movements
for years. It is indispensable among the younger
generation, which by different paths is raising the
same strategic questions. This requires putting for-
ward "transitional" demands that attack the heart
of the system of capitalist exploitation, that attack
the social oppression that structures it and also the
institutions and the undemocratic rules of the polit-
ical system; transitional demands that trace the
path towards a society free of capitalist exploitation

and able to eliminate all forms of oppression.
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I SYRIA

Why are Syria's refugees going through hell?

ASHLEY SMITH

The root cause of the dire conditions fac-
ing the refugees—whether they remain
within Syria or have crossed the border to
nearby countries or journeyed over the
Mediterranean to Europe—is the war by
the government of dictator Bashar al-
Assad against the pro-democracy uprising
that began during the Arab Spring in 2011.
Backed by its allies Russia, Iran and
Lebanon's Hezbollah, Assad has tried to
bomb the Syrian revolution into submis-
sion. Meanwhile, the U.S. government has
its own plans for Syria, but it is intent on
carrying out its war on the Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria (ISIS), even if that means
cooperating with Assad. Meanwhile, the
people of Syria are enduring increasingly
desperate conditions.

Leila Al-Shami is co-author, with Robin Yassin-
Kassab, of Burning Country: Syrians in Revolution
and War, a contributor to Daesh, the Left and the
Unmaking of the Syrian Revolution, and a partici-
pant in human rights and social justice struggles in
Syria and elsewhere. She talked to Ashley Smith
about the scope of the refugee nightmare after pro-
viding an analysis of the current situation inside
Syria.

Over the last few weeks, the Syrian regime
has carried out a savage siege and bombard-
ment of Aleppo. Why is Assad's regime so
intent on crushing Aleppo and its people?

Aleppo is strategically and symbolically important
for the regime and its allies, Russia, Iran and
Hezbollah.

First of all, Aleppo was the primary commercial
center in Syria and a center of trade with Turkey.
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So it's economically very important for the whole
country. After the start of the revolution, it also be-
came a key supply line of weapons passing through
Turkey to Syrian revolutionaries. It's therefore of
great political significance as well.

The city has been at the heart of the revolution
from the beginning. Its eastern part, which is the
working class district, has been liberated since the
summer of 2012. Revolutionaries have held it since
then, fending off not only the regime, but also other
forms of authoritarianism, including reactionary
fundamentalism. For example, the rebels pushed
ISIS out of Aleppo in January 2014.

The regime has made Aleppo pay a heavy price for
its liberation. It has targeted the liberated area with

air strikes. So have the Russian forces.

Aleppo is also important for its symbolic value. It
provides a vision of what a liberated Syria could
look like. It's now a city that is completely self-or-
ganized through its democratically elected local
councils, which are responsible for providing ser-
vices to the civilian population. It also has the high-
est concentration of civil society groups anywhere
in the country.

All of this is new. Such organizations did not exist
prior to the revolution. They've set up things like
the civil defense force that is rescuing civilians
caught in the rubble following air strikes. They've
also set up independent trade unions in Aleppo.
You have the nurses and paramedics union, and the
teachers' union, which has 5,000 members and is
run by a woman.

So this is a living breathing and diverse city, and its
people are practicing new ways of organizing as a
counterpoint to Assad's authoritarianism. He is in-
tent on crushing the city's resistance as well as this


https://internationalviewpoint.org/+-Syria-+
https://internationalviewpoint.org/Why-are-Syria-s-refugees-going-through-hell

International Viewpoint - IV496 — May 2016

model for a new Syria. That's why the regime and
Russia have been attacking this revolutionary
stronghold.

They justified their assault by claiming they're at-
tacking ISIS. But that's a lie. ISIS doesn't have a
presence in the city of Aleppo. In reality, most of
the Russian bombs have targeted revolutionary
militias and these self-organized democratic com-
munities. So the regime and Russia's combined
blitzkrieg and siege is an attempt to crush the
revolution.

The reports describe a horrific situation.
What's the likely outcome?

Honestly it's a dire situation. Some 300,000 people
are trapped in the city in some of the worst condi-
tions you can imagine. We've already seen what has
happened in besieged communities in other places
in Syria. In Madaya, the regime has been starving
people to death. It has done the same thing in
Daraya.

In reaction to the humanitarian disaster caused by
the regime, the international community promised
to deliver aid. But the first delivery it scheduled
wasn't food, which is what people needed, but med-
icine. The people responded with a protest led by a
banner saying "Sorry, but I can't take medication
on an empty stomach because it's not good for my
health."

The regime blocked even the delivery of that med-
ical shipment. On top of that, the regime bombed
the civilians that were waiting to receive the aid. So
the situation in besieged communities and especial-
ly Aleppo is very desperate.

Assad's rule-or-ruin counterrevolution has
caused an enormous displacement of people
inside Syria and a big flight of refugees out
of the country. What is the scale and nature
of this crisis?

The regime's relentless bombing of liberated areas
has driven over half of the prewar population of 22
million people from their homes. This is an aston-
ishing 11 million people. The vast majority of these
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people can't afford to leave the country, so they're
stuck trying to survive in very desperate conditions.

You have people who are in makeshift refugee
camps with minimal services inside Syria, such as
the Samada camp in Idlib. The regime and Russia
recently bombed that camp, killing 28 civilians.
Many people are thus scared to enter the camps. So
they're just living under bushes or in caves.

That's what its like for the displaced people inside
the country. Over 5 million people have fled Syria.
The vast majority of those are living in host coun-
tries in the region—in Turkey, Lebanon, and
Jordan. Look at Lebanon, for example. One in
every five people in Lebanon right now is a Syrian
refugee.

The flood of refugees has put an enormous strain
on the host countries to provide resources and ser-
vices. So the refugees in general are in a really bad
situation. And it is going to get worse. Now the gov-
ernments in the region have closed down all their
borders with Syria and are only accepting people in

exceptional circumstances.

So refugees, who in many cases don't possess valid
legal documents, are very frightened to move
around in the countries they live in. They're afraid
they might hit checkpoints, where they might be
detained and deported. And this is a real fear since
scores of refugees have been deported back to

Syria.

So they live in very precarious situations. They of-
ten can't work legally, so they're taking informal
employment, which is very exploitative. I spoke to a
lot of refugees that had been working for local em-
ployers and they weren't paid at all at the end of the
month, and because they're working illegally they
have no recourse to complain.

A lot of these refugees are living in impoverished
communities. So they're competing with poor locals
for jobs, and this competition is one of the key rea-
sons causing tensions in host countries between the

local communities and the refugee populations. So
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that's something obviously which is worrying for
the future of the region.

The conditions for women, girls and all children are
especially bad. Because of their poverty, refugee
families now are getting their children into early
marriages, because they can't afford to keep girls at
home. You also have women who are engaging in
sex work because they have no other opportunities
to feed themselves or their children, and many chil-

dren aren't able to attend school.

Many of the refugees have really lost hope. They
don't feel that they have a future in the region. So if
they can't work, secure a living and educate their
children, they have no other choice but to leave.
That's what's driving people to take what they know
is a really risky journey to go to Europe—because
they want to build a future for themselves.

What has been their experience in Europe?

I haven't worked with refugees in Europe, but I
have heard many stories from family and friends
who have made that journey. It's incredibly risky,
and at every step of the way, people are spending
huge amounts of money to pay smugglers to take
them across. They've walked across land in the win-
ter months. They risked their lives on boats in the
Mediterranean. Untold numbers of people have
drowned.

Those who do make it to Europe have found very
few services to meet their needs. And now they are
the objects of scapegoating in an increasing climate
of xenophobia and hostility towards refugees. So
the situation has been very difficult for people.

I think most people would prefer to stay in the re-
gion if they felt that they could do so, because the
culture is more familiar to them, the language is the
same, and they feel more comfortable there. Many
have relatives in Jordan, Lebanon or Turkey, so it
would be easier for them in the region, if there were
opportunities available to them. But there aren't.
So they find themselves compelled out of despera-
tion to risk everything in the hope that things might
be better for them and their children in Europe.
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Has the Obama administration done any-
thing to address the refugee crisis?

The U.S. government has let very few people in. Of
course, the U.S. is much farther away from the
Middle East, and you would need a lot of money to
be able to get to the U.S. So few people have tried.
On top of that, Obama has only agreed to admit
10,000 Syrian refugees over the next couple of
years. This is a pittance, really.

But even in that situation, the right wing seems to
have made this paltry number of refugees a big
election issue in the U.S. Ben Carson called Syrian
refugees "rabid dogs." And Donald Trump has
equated all refugees with terrorists and even
promised to ban all Muslims from entering the U.S.
This is pure bigotry and callous indifference to hu-
man suffering.

The U.S. has been involved in the region in a nega-
tive way for a long time and has a duty to help peo-
ple who are fleeing conflict in Syria as well as other
countries that the U.S. has had a direct hand in
destabilizing with its wars and occupations. There
are many refugees fleeing Iraq and Afghanistan for
example. The U.S. should open its doors to those
people.

Another immediate issue is the closing of
the refugees' passage to Europe through
Greece with the European Union's deal with
the Turkish government, under which
refugees who reach Greek camps would be
returned to Turkey, in return for aid to the
Turkish state. What's your assessment of

this deal?

The EU has essentially turned its back on those
who are fleeing conflict and trying to find safety. At
the beginning, Germany and Sweden let in the most
refugees, but then they started to clamp down as
the numbers swelled. And then, especially after the
Paris attacks, governments throughout the EU
turned from sympathy to a full-scale clampdown on
desperate people.
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The EU inked this deal with Turkey that essentially
said that if Turkey stopped the flow of immigrants,
the EU would give them money and right of pas-
sage for Turkish citizens through the EU. And now
the EU is beginning to repatriate many refugees
who have come to its member countries back to
Turkey, which has become the border guard for
Fortress Europe.

Even worse, Turkey has closed its border with Syria
and is rounding up and deporting refugees. There
are also many reports of border guards shooting
and beating Syrian refugees who are trying to enter
Turkey. So refugees are trapped along the border in
camps without proper access to water and
sanitation.

All these states are violating international legal
obligations to provide assistance to those who are
fleeing conflict and persecution. Their behavior
demonstrates the brutality and inhumanity of the

border regime in general.

These deportations are very worrying, because
sending people back to Syria could be a death sen-
tence. These states have a duty that they must fulfill
to provide asylum to Syrians and to ensure they
have the means to rebuild their lives—find employ-

ment, get health care and have access to education.

The EU cloaked its deal with Turkey by
claiming that it was humanitarian—that it
prevented human smugglers from taking
advantage of people. What do you think of
such claims?

It's an obscene argument to cover up the fact that
they are shutting down the borders. People are flee-
ing Syria because of mass atrocities. The regime has
subjected the Syrian people to relentless bombing.
And it has conducted a campaign of mass rape,
mass arrests and mass torture. Shutting down the
borders means trapping them in horrific conditions

that they are fleeing.

The refugees are not ignorant of the risks of the
dangerous journey to Europe. They're very well
aware of the deaths that have occurred on the sea.
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They're very well aware of the difficult situations
that refugees find themselves in in a strange and
alien country. They're speaking to family and
friends regularly who have made that journey.

They just figure that the chance of death on the sea
or persecution in the EU is a better risk to take than
certain death and destruction in Syria. So people
will continue to make that journey—because they
want a better life.

That's why even if borders are closed to them, peo-
ple will find alternative ways to escape, even if the
routes they find become more and more dangerous.
Now that the Turkish border is closed, people are
fleeing through Libya to take boats across the
Mediterranean to Italy. People have even gone up
through Russia near the Arctic Circle and then
crossed into the EU through Finland and Norway.

Desperate people will do whatever they can to pro-
vide a future for their families and for their chil-
dren. I think any parent with children can under-
stand that you will take enormous risks to ensure a
better life for your kids. There's no future for them
at the moment in Syria, and there's no future for
them in the region.

What kinds of things should solidarity ac-
tivists internationally be calling for?

The first demand is protection for civilians inside
Syria. The bombing needs to stop, and more pres-
sure needs to be put on those countries supporting
and arming the regime.

In the meantime, Syrians need to find access to
weapons to defend themselves against massive aer-
ial bombardment. They've not had the heavy anti-
aircraft weapons needed to defend themselves from
the regime's barrel bombs and Russia's air strikes.
Until there's some form of protection for civilians,
people will continue to flee.

The other demand is for states to open their bor-
ders and provide safe haven for those who are flee-

ing these terrible conditions.
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The UN and the wealthy states should also provide
much more humanitarian assistance to refugees
living in these appalling camps or urban centers
across the region. They should also provide support
to those countries that are hosting large numbers of
refugees, so they can increase their services and in-
frastructures—not only for the refugees, but also for
their own population, whose lives are being affect-
ed by the huge numbers of people in their country.

Also, people themselves can and are taking action.
They're organizing to work together with refugees
to find them living accommodations, to support
them with language skills, and help them integrate
with their community.

But it's a two-way street. The refugees have a lot to
teach. They have lived through a revolutionary ex-
perience. Many of them have such good skills in or-
ganizing and working to defend their rights. So
working together with refugees can be a really mu-
tually beneficial experience for both the refugees
and solidarity activists.

What kind of self-organization is there
among the refugees?

I think it's very interesting how Syrians have taken
their revolutionary experience into exile with them.
They've experienced building new democratic
structures from the bottom up. I have seen them
drawing on this in camps and urban centers in

Jordan, Lebanon and in the Kurdish region of Iraq.

There I met young people involved in really differ-
ent campaigns: working on environmental hygiene;
organizing campaigns against early marriage;
working together to collect aid or medicines and
distribute those the most vulnerable and needy
parts of the refugee population. Young people in
these desperate circumstances have even set up
music groups, theater groups and art groups for
children to help them cope with trauma. I find
these kinds of initiatives really amazing.

They have also brought a boldness usually not seen
among refugees. Before, refugees used to sneak
across borders at night. But now you see them
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marching in huge numbers across Europe, de-
manding their rights.

I spoke with somebody who'd been working in the
refugee camp in Calais, France, known as "The
Jungle." It has really disgraceful conditions for peo-
ple living there. He told me that there are Syrians,
Eritreans and Sudanese all trapped there.

Because of their revolutionary background, the
Syrian refugees are the ones who are organizing all
the others to campaign for better conditions in the
camp and fight for the right to go to the country of
their choice in Europe. This is testimony to the fact
that the revolutionary spirit continues to live
among the refugees.

What organisations should be supported to
help with the humanitarian crisis?

There are a lot of fantastic organizations often set
up by expatriate Syrians. There are also many in
Syria run by Syrians themselves. These organiza-
tions are very connected to the local community.
They go into Syria regularly, take humanitarian
supplies in, and run schools for displaced people
and refugees.

They're often much closer to the local population
than the international NGOs and are run by very
committed activists. Some obviously are paid be-
cause they're working on this full time. Yet if you
donate to them, a much larger percentage of the
money goes directly to help Syrians.

In America, there are organizations like the Karam
Foundation that have been doing wonderful educa-
tional work with Syrian refugees. There's also the
Syrian American Medical Society, which continues
to provide health services in Aleppo. These people
take enormous risks to ensure that humanitarian
relief is provided to the population. And they need
much more support.

In many ways, it looks like a kind of despair-
ing moment, in which the forces of counter-
revolution are so strong. Where are we at in
the revolutionary process in Syria?
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It's such a difficult question to answer because so
many states have intervened and distorted the rev-
olutionary process. So a lot of what happens is now
out of the hands of the Syrian people.

This makes me quite pessimistic, to be honest. I
fear a deal will be forced on the Syrian people that
will not be what the revolution has been fighting for
over the last five years. This could possibly include
an imperial carve-up of the country—a Sykes-Picot
2. It could include a deal to keep the regime in
place in the interests of "stability."

At the same time, I am optimistic. I believe that
something very fundamental has shifted among the
masses of people not only in Syria, but also in the
wider region since the Arab Spring. People have
lived a revolutionary experience and have had ac-
cess to new ideas and debates.

In Syria, people have lived freedom. They've lived
the experience of self-organizing and self-managing
their communities without the state, and there's
been a massive explosion in culture and in artistic

response coming out of the revolution.

We have a predominately young population, an en-
tire generation of which has grown up in revolu-
tion. The hopes and dreams of that revolution are
not just going to disappear. I don't think that the
region's rulers will be able to re-impose the old se-
curity states across the Middle East. I don't think
the population will accept the return of that old
order.

But then we also have a generation that's grown up
in war, that's grown up amid the horrors of torture,
seeing their family members and loved ones killed,
homes destroyed, and education being taken away.

These experiences can drain people of hope.

I think, then, that the good and the bad aspects of
the experience of revolution and counterrevolution
will be competing against each other for a long time
to come. But I do have a lot of hope that people will
continue to struggle for the values that they've been
fighting for over the past five years. It is hard to

squelch the newfound spirit of revolt in the region.
May 23, 2016
Transcription by Andrea Hektor

socialistworker.org
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I BRITAIN

Will Britain vote to leave the EU?

TerrY CoNwAY

The referendum campaign really took off
after local and regional elections on May
5, in which Jeremy Corbyn's Labour Party
generally did well. Those arguing for
Brexit, including former London Mayor
Boris Johnson, focus on the question of
migration, in a deeply xenophobic and
racist way.

They made headway in the polls after a ridiculous
intervention from Cameron in which he claimed
"World War 3" could result from Britain leaving the
EU. That sort of catastrophism, quickly followed by
Christine Lagarde's comments on the economic
consequences of Britain leaving, made hay for the

Brexiters. An exit vote seems not impossible — what
a dreadful thought.

It's not only the Conservatives who have deep divi-
sions on this question, the left is also split.

For Remain there is the left-wing campaign —
called Another Europe is Possible (AEIP) - which
includes Left Unity and the Greens and some on
the left of Labour including Shadow Chancellor
John McDonnell. Socialist Resistance supports this
campaign. AEIP is about to organise a major tour
of public meetings across Britain to put the case.
AEIP supports staying in on a totally different basis
to the Cameron campaign; for a social Europe, a
Europe of the people and arguing for greater
democracy. The left wing Fire Brigades Union also
voted through a position of 'stay in Europe to
change Europe' at its national conference in May.

(1]

The position being put by Jeremy Corbyn for
Labour is very similar. Corbyn spoke powerfully on
Saturday evening at a Labour rally in which 3
signed up members of AEIP were on the platform
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with him, in which he turned his fire on the

Cameron government. [2]

The Scottish National Party supports an in vote but
from an EU enthusiast position.

For Exit there is the Left Leave campaign — sup-
ported by the Communist Party of Britain, the
Socialist Workers' Party and some other smaller
groups — which is known as "Lexit" (Left+exit) [3]
while the Committee for a Worker's International-
Socialist Party has its own exit campaign.

It is probably the case that a majority of those that
identify with the radical left are supporting exit at
this point. Of course they attempt to separate them-
selves from the xenophobes but are drowned out by
them.

It is deeply worrying that some campaigners for
Lexit have brushed aside as being of little impor-
tance the position of EU nationals living in Britain
if there were a vote to leave. In their arguments for
Brexit, the SWP wrongly claim that "Almost two
thirds of foreign nationals in Britain are from out-
side the EU and would be unaffected." In fact a ma-
jority of the non-UK citizens living in the UK are
from EU countries. [4]

But beyond an argument about numbers, the whole
argument here is suffused with complacency. EU
nationals living in Britain certainly feel their posi-
tion is in jeopardy and, given the racist dynamic be-
hind the mainstream Brexit campaign, their suc-
cess would make the situation worse for all mi-
grants — and those assumed to be migrants because
their appearance, name or religious practices do
not conform to the reactionary myth of what it is to
be "British" in the 21st century.
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Another question on which some left wing cam-
paigners for exit have focused is the question of
TTIP, and particularly the impact that this reac-
tionary treaty would have on Britain's National
Health Service. Of course it is absolutely right to
oppose TTIP, although the campaign in Britain has
not reached anything like the scale in has in
Germany for example. But the reality is that TTIP is
one of a series of free trade agreements across the
globe and following Brexit, a rightwing Britain

would be clamouring to be part of such agreements.

These are some of the reasons Socialist Resistance
thinks that it is a big mistake to support an exit vote
in this referendum and that a vote for exit would
have very serious consequences in Britain and
beyond.

This is not because we have any brief for the EU. In
fact we agree with most of what the Lexiters say
about it. It is an anti-working class construct de-
signed to help the member states more effectively
exploit their workforce and drive through the ne-
oliberal agenda. We are unambiguous about that.

The real face of the EU is the role it has played in
Greece where it impoverished the population in the
name of the neoliberal agenda — and it will do the
same to any other member state that steps out of
line.

It fact we are in principle for exit from the EU — but
that does not mean that we are for exit whatever
the circumstances and whatever the consequences!
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This is not an exit proposition by a left-wing gov-
ernment in order to break free from EU imposed
austerity for example, but an exit proposition as a
part of a right-wing xenophobic project which can
only have right-wing xenophobic outcome.

The Lexit campaign argues that exit is a way of de-
feating Cameron. The problem is that standing in
the wings are even more strident rightwingers like
Boris Johnson.

The idea that an exit vote would be result in a
Corbyn-Labour government beggars belief — but
that is what they suggest. This is taking optimism
to disastrous levels. When did a victory for the right
result in an advance for the left?

The problem for the Lexit campaign is that there is
not Lexit on offer. The only exit on offer will be led
by the hard right and the consequences would be
disastrous, pushing the political situation to the
right. It would be seen as (and claimed as) as en-
dorsement of racism and anti-immigration policies.
It would boost the right not only here but across

Europe.

An exit under the conditions of this referendum
would set back working class struggle rather than
advance it.

It is a very dangerous situation given the closeness
of the polls. Those on the left who are thinking on
voting for exit under these conditions should think
again about going down a road which will strength-
en the right and the racists both here in Britain and
across Europe
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I Kosovo

Spring of the great loneliness

Fitim SaLiHu

A similar kind of solitude is now being felt
by the Kosovo opposition despite early
hopes that the entire spring will be a sea-
son of demonstrations against the govern-
ment and the newly elected president,
Hashim Thaci. But when no one expected
it, the opposition bloc split and its con-
stituent parts began to fight bitterly, com-
ing under the mockery of the government,
under the sting of analysts, under the crit-
icism of the international community, and
under the mistrust of masses of the
people.

But, in retrospect, how was this opposition bloc
forged? Unnatural in appearance, this bloc was
born out of the necessity to oppose the governing
coalition, which had received 2/3 of the Kosovo
vote. Realizing that alone none of the opposition
parties would succeed in shaking the foundations of
this government, three of them — Albin Kurti's Self-
determination! movement, the Alliance for the
Future of Kosovo" (AAK) led by Ramush Haradinaj
(former prime minister and one of the most famous
ex-commanders of KLLA) and Initiative for Kosovo
of Fatmir Limaj (another famous ex-KLA comman-
der and former member of Thagci's Democratic
Party) — established a common front with these
parties' student organizations and some civil soci-
ety groups to confront Hashim Thag¢i and Isa
Mustafa's government. A casus belli was found in
the form of the government's international agree-
ments with Serbia over the Association of Serb-ma-
jority municipalities and the border demarcation
with Montenegro. And as it was expected, these
topics "turned on" the masses.

But why do we say that the merger of the three op-

position parties in a single front was unnatural in
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the first place? The Self-determination movement,
since its founding in 2005 and especially since en-
tering in the Parliament in 2010, is noted for civic
activism, with a special concentration on topics of
corruption and nationalism, accusing of national
treason most other parties while at the same time
claiming to champion social causes and declaring
themselves a leftist party. A frequent target of their
accusations were the two parties with whom The
Self-determination entered into a bloc: Haradinaj's
AAK and The Initiative of Fatmir Limaj (the latter
being accused by Self-Determination of being the
most corrupt of Kosovo politicians when he was
minister in Thagi's PDKgovernment).

Additionally, AAK and The Initiative had emerged
as parties from the war with Serbia and were led by
former KLA commanders who had adopted a
(neo)liberal economic orientation and who advo-
cated sound cooperation with the international
community, which the Self-Determinists called a
neocolonial power in Kosovo. These two parties
also accepted "The Ahtisaari Plan" against which
the Self-determinists objected so fiercely that, in
one of its protest against this plan, on February
2007, two protesters were killed by the in-
ternational Police.

So, in a word, this union was politically and ideo-
logically unnatural, but given the concrete situation
of a seemingly omnipotent and invincible majority,
the merger passed with little criticism from the
public. Support for the opposition was growing
with the protests in January and February 2016
bringing to the streets about 40 thousand pro-
testers (with the opposition claiming the number to
be over 100 thousand protester while police count-
ing only 8 thousand). Whatever the number, it is
important to note that at the time the opposition
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was gaining support from almost the whole of civil
society. The possibility of early elections began to
be seriously floated, with expectations that the
united opposition parties would emerge out of
them as the largest political force in the country.

Just at this time, when the united opposition had
its peak in public opinion and just as everybody
was considering the possibility of early elections
certain, the topic of distribution of seats in a poten-
tial new government emerged. So here, as we say in
Albanian, "the saw faced the spike". Ramush
Haradinaj, known for his obsession with returning
to power as a prime minister, agreed to relinquish
this position and agreed to support Albin Kurti as
the united opposition's PM candidate in case of ear-
ly elections.

However, Haradinaj sought guarantees from Self-
determination that in case the united opposition
did not receive +50% of the vote, it would succeed
in recruiting a new governing partner outside of the
three parties and some civil society groups, which
would compete with a joint list. If Self-determina-
tion failed in this, Haradinaj asked that, during the
second attempt, as is required by the law, he would
become the PM candidate.
refused.

Self-determination

At this point, a whole avalanche of mutual recrimi-

nations ensued. Self-determination accused
Haradinaj that he split the united opposition for
the sake of securing the position of the prime min-
ister for himself. It then recalled older accusations
that Haradinaj had been active in the ransom busi-
ness (something that, while being together in block
with him, they had apparently forgotten), that he
was flirting with PDK (Thagi's Democratic Party)
for a possible coalition, that Haradinaj was afraid
of the tear gas in parliament, etc. For its part,
Haradinaj's AAK alleged that Self-determists oper-
ate stealthily and high-handedly, camouflaging

their members as civil society figures and imposing
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their talking points on the other two parties. In all
this turmoil, the third and the smallest party, The
Initiative took Haradinaj's side and claimed that if
they go to the polls together with AAK, they would
emerge as the second largest force in the country,
thus plunging Self-determination in "a spring of the

great loneliness.

At the end of the day, considering the situation on
the ground, the likelihood of early elections has se-
riously diminished unless it suits Thaci's PDK. Now
that Thaci has consummated the LDK (The
Democratic League) vote to become president, PDK
could consider stealing the votes of its traditional
ally/rival, the LDK of the Prime Minister Mustafa
and the late President, Ibrahim Rugova.

Indeed, what are the chances that the new PDK
Kadri chief of the
Information Service of KLA and PDK's éminence

leader, Veseli (former
grise) would still maintain and even increase PDK's
vote in case of early election? Can we take into con-
sideration the fact that in the last parliamentary
elections, in 2014, of 222 thousand votes cast for
PDK, he took only 54 thousands while Thagi took
166 thousands? Is this a sign that the PDK elec-
torate itself has doubts about Veseli, too? Would
the possible arrest of a number of local party fig-
ures on corruption charges affect the PDK vote giv-
en the fact that it has had the lowest electoral swing
since the elections of 2000? Does PDK consider
that the time has come or not to sanctify its status

as the first party of the country?

The answers to these questions within the PDK will
determine whether there will be any early elections.
If so, the opposition, divided as it is, is unlikely to
avert yet another PDK victory.

May 9, 2016

Republished from LeftEast. Note from the LeftEast
editors: this article has been published in collabo-

ration with the Serbo-Croat web portal Bilten.Org.
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I GREECE

Europe's Border Guards

MaNIA BARSEFSKI

The refugee crisis has illuminated how
"Fortress Europe" acts as the complemen-
tary side of a neoliberal, deeply antidemo-
cratic, and authoritarian "European inte-
gration." It has killed the hopes of a left
which believed it was possible to break
from neoliberalism within the framework
of the EU, as "European values" became
an alibi for the display of imperialist vio-
lence and hypocrisy.

The Mediterranean's role as the graveyard of
Fortress Europe — and southern Europe's role as
its guards — is not new. The "externalization" of the
EU border started in the early 1990s and acts as the
indispensable supplement to the "free movement of
capital, goods, and people" inside the EU — with
the movement of "people" always posing the most
problems.

Concretely, externalization means the militariza-
tion of the border, with the support of increasingly
sophisticated electronic surveillance; and the trans-
formation of the external and the internal periph-
ery of the EU into a vast "buffer zone" which acts as
a lethal barrier, a filter, and a prison for all those
lives excluded from the full humanity of the white,

European, Western citizenry.

According to the available figures , between 15,000
and 17,000 people died in the Mediterranean be-
tween the late 1980s and 2012, before the recent
exodus from the Greater Middle Eastern area. More
than 10,000 have died since, 2015 being the peak
year with 3,800 deaths.

This dark side of the "European project”" has been
so far the least visible and debated one, except for
those networks of courageous activists and re-
searchers who have been working on the situation
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of migrants. The "refugee crisis" — a term which as-
sumes that migrants and refugees pose an inherent
threat to order — has at least the merit of politiciz-
ing the European project and putting it at the cen-
ter of public debate. This has been the case in
Greece, which found itself, once again, at the front-

line of a battle of much wider proportions.

Seen from Greece, the "refugee crisis" reveals in the
most brutal way the nature of the European Union
as an entity for the surveillance, the policing, and
the hierarchical categorization of the population. At
the same time, it uncovers another dimension of an
allegedly "left government" which, following its
shameful surrender to the blackmail of the EU and
the IMF, has aligned itself at all levels with the
dominant logic of "crisis management."

This is one of the main lessons to be drawn from
Syriza's disastrous failure. The idea that it is possi-
ble to remain faithful to "left values" on the terrain
of human rights while making "painful but un-
avoidable concessions" on economic policy is an
illusion.

The 2015 battle against the troika and the austerity
memoranda was lost but the war is far from over.
Social resistance exists, emerging on occasions like
the February 4 general strike. One of the most posi-
tive signs of the recent period has been the capacity
of Greek society to react positively, in its majority,
when faced with the massive arrival of refugees and
migrants. What prevailed were feelings of empathy
and humanity, the kind of solidarity that only the
oppressed and the humiliated are capable of when
they display their own ability to resist.

The refugee crisis has become a terrain for this on-
going political confrontation, one in which social

organizations and the militant left have shown their
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own capacity to intervene and keep in touch with
broader sectors of Greek society.

To analyze the multiple dimensions of this phase
we have interviewed two of the most well-known
figures of the antiracist and pro-migrant movement

in Greece.

Mania Barsefski has been a member of the Network
for Social and Political Rights , a historical organi-
zation of the Left focused on migrant rights, human
rights, and antiracism, since its creation in 1994.
She is now working for theNetwork for Social
Support of Migrants and Refugees , which was
founded in 1995 and is affiliated to the Network for
Social and Political Rights. She was a member of
Syriza's central committee and a member of its
rights commission. She left Syriza in the summer of
2015 and has joined Popular Unity, taking over its
rights commission.

Thanassis Kourkoulas is the coordinator of the
Deport Racism! organization and a member of the
Workers Internationalist Left (DEA), a former
founding component of Syriza and of its Left
Platform, now part of Popular Unity. He is also a
member of Popular Unity's rights commission.

They are interviewed by Stathis Kouvelakis, who
formerly served on Syriza's central committee and
teaches political theory at King's College in London,
and Angelos Kontogiannis-Mandros who is a grad-
uate student studying Greek social movements at
King's College London.

Let's go back to January 2015 when Syriza
won the elections. What was the situation in
the the
immigrants?

country for refugees and

?ania Barsefski: In January 2015 the number of
immigrant workers in Greece had already started
decreasing due to the financial crisis. Many decided
to return to their home countries or tried to move
elsewhere to escape the high unemployment.

At the same time the flow of refugees was up as a
result of the intensification of military conflicts in
the broader area. The European Union obviously
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bears a lot of the responsibility for this situation
since it has either ignited or encouraged those

wars.

As for the Samaras government , its policy was di-
rected towards the repression of refugees and mi-
grants. Those considered illegal were held in deten-
tion centers for more than eighteen months at a
time. In the camps of Amygdaleza and Korinthos
there were deaths due to lack of appropriate health

care.

The same repressive strategy applied to the
refugees. Samaras's close collaborator, Thanasis
Plevris, called for "blood on the borders" to prevent
migrant flows. ?ikolaos Papagiannopoulos, the
head of the Hellenic Police, demanded we "make
their lives unbearable" and Varvitsiotis, then—min-
ister of shipping, was in favor of illegal pushbacks
of migrants to Turkey.

This strategy had already taken the lives of hun-
dreds of people in the Aegean with the minister
covering up the activities of the Hellenic Coast
Guard. Emblematic here was the tragedy near
Farmakonisi Island in January 2014 that shocked
Greek society. Moreover, the fence erected at the
area of the Evros river left no other way into Greece

but the perilous sea route.

But the Evros fence was put in place by a
Pasok government in 2011, wasn't it?

MB: Yes that's right but New Democracy continued
the work. In reality there is no distinction between
the two.

After the fall of Pasok's government, a coalition
government between Pasok and New Democracy
took over and adopted a common agenda with re-
gard to the migration/refugee issue. Police opera-
tions were conducted throughout the country to ar-

rest immigrants and racist violence was increasing.

In Manolada, in the Peloponnese, vigilantes at the
service of employers repeatedly attacked immigrant
workers asking for their pay. The neo-Nazi thugs of
Golden Dawn unleashed a series of pogroms
against immigrants, taking advantage of the anti-
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immigration discourse of mainstream media and of
the government.

Some of these attacks ended up in murders as with
the case of the Pakistani worker Sahzat Lugman , in
December 2013, and of the rapper Pavlos Fyssas in
September 2014. After Fyssas's assassination there
was at last a crackdown against Golden Dawn
which lead to the arrest of most of its leaders and to
a significant decrease of its activities.

Thanassis Kourkoulas: Since 2010 Greece has
been at the forefront of Europe's deterrence poli-
cies, beginning with the construction of the Evros
fence by Pasok minister Christos Papoutsis. It is the
first EU country to refuse safe routes for refugees.

In 2011-12 the Greek government in agreement
with the Turkish one upgraded the surveillance of
the border in the Evros area using high-tech equip-
ment which can track human presence more than a
mile across the Turkish side of the border. This was
a clear manifestation of the alignment of Greece,
Turkey, and the European Union on migrant deter-

rence strategies.

This policy became entrenched after the April 2010
speech by Pasok's George Papandreou announcing
not only the troika's rule but also the dogma of zero
tolerance against the migrants. Papandreou made it
clear that the repressive policies against the mi-
grants and refugees go hand-in-hand with the "aus-
terity shock” and the impoverishment of the Greek
people.

We are faced here with a unified policy emanating
from Fortress Europe that wants to filter the influx
of "outsiders" according to the needs of the markets
for a low-paid and dispensable work force while
leading the "insiders" to poverty and unemploy-
ment under a state of emergency rule.

What were Syriza's positions on migrants
and refugees? How can we assess the links
that Syriza had established with antiracist
movements and organizations supporting

migrants and refugees?
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TK: Since its formation in 2004 and due to its ac-
tive involvement in all the mobilizations on that
terrain, Syriza developed organic relations with the
movements against racism and Fortress Europe.

It adopted nearly all the demands of these move-
ments: the termination of detention policies and
the closure of detention centers for migrants and
refugees, the opening of safe land corridors in
Evros from which people would be able to enter
freely an