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6,900 scientists say
‘No!’ to Star Wars

Another
tax break
for the

Food ban

IS economic
war on
socialist
countries

By John Catalinotto

-~ MAY 14 — In defiance of intense pres-

sure from the Pentagon to line up be-
hind Reagan’s military expansion,
some 6,500 scientists have pledged to
refuse Star Wars research funds.

The Pentagon’s real strategic goal
for Star Wars, or what it calls the
Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI), is
to reestablish military dominance
over the USSR. To do this, the Reagan
administration is planning to turn

over $1 trillion in public funds to the
bankers and businessmen of the mili-
tary-industrial complex.

At a news conference held in Wash-
ington yesterday, Philip Anderson,
Nobel laureatein Physics at Princeton
University, said that the anti-Star
Wars pledge campaign reflects an
“extraordinary level of opposition to
SDI among working scientists” which
would complicate the administra-
tion’s plans.

Among the signers are 3,700 profes-
sors and senior researchers and 2,800
graduate students. These include 15
Nobel prize winners. Physicist John
Kogut from the University of Illinois-
Urbana said that in 109 physics and
engineering departments around the
nation, more than half the faculty
members have signed the pledge.

The pledge challenges two major
claims made by Reagan in his push for
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Protest targets rightwing abortion clinic hoax

New York protest at rightwing’s anti-abortion *“Options.”

WW PHOTO: SUE DAVIS

By Sue Davis
NEW YORK, May 8 — About 75 pro-
choice activists demonstrated here on
their lunch hour today. to denounce
Options, a ‘“‘problem pregnancy
clinic,” as a vicious anti-abortion
hoax.

Frustrated by the failure of legisla-
tive bills, constitutional amendments,
legal suits, and picketing, harass-
ment, invasions, and terror bombings
of women’s health centers to stop legal
abortions, anti-abortion forces have
already set up nearly 3,000 phony clin-
ics as their latest anti-woman tactic.

Luring women by advertising free
pregnancy tests, the bogus clinic then
“counsels” women against exercising
their reproductive rights.

Playing on ignorance and fear, a
gory 25-minute slide show features
dismembered babies, bloody fetuses at
different stages of development,
women wracked by emotional an-
guish, and a commentary full of dis-
tortions and lies about abortion (such
as that it requires transfusions and
causes sterility). Coercive religious
dogma and in some cases promises of
clothing, housing, and jobs are part of
the guilt-ridden manipulation.

Role of-Catholic Church

Wealthy Catholic Robert J. Pearson
has produced and distributed the slide
show and a 93-page booklet, “How to
Start and Operate Your Own Pro-Life
Outreach Crisis Pregnancy Center.”
These phony clinics are being set up
by such Catholic Church-affiliated
groups as the Pearson Foundation,
Birthright, and Right-to-Life and such
fundamentalist Protestant groups as
the Christian Action Council. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Catholic Conference,
the church has allocated $734,876 for
its so-called “pro-life” activity in 1986.
" (OnMay 8, the U.S. Catholic Confer-
ence and the National Conference of

Catholic Bishops were found in con-
tempt of court for failure to produce
subpoenaed records. The case contests
their tax-exempt status in light of anti-
abortion activities.)

Picket lines have exposed these frau-
dulent centers in many cities around
the country, including Boston and
Buffalo. Pro-choice activists in Fargo,
North Dakota, succeeded in shutting
down a bogus center, while a suit has
been brought to block 23 such clinies
in Los Angeles. An anti-deception law-
suit by the Texas Attorney General’s
office will be heard in late June.

N.Y. pro-choice
campaign launched

Because Pearson has vowed to open
20 more clinics in New York over the
summer, pro-choice activists are
launching a campaign to expose and
shut them down. The city’s Depart-
ments of Health and Consumer Af-
fairs and the New York State Attorney
General are currently investigating
three clinics: Options, 80 Fifth Ave.;
Manhattan Pregnancy Center, 210
East 23 St.; AAA Problem Pregnancy
Center, 6802 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn.

, If anti-abortionists were really sin-
cere about promoting life, they would
be fighting to change the social and ec-
onomic conditions that currently
allow 25% of all U.S. children to live in
poverty, with Black, Latin, Asian, and
Native children suffering in dispro-
portionately high numbers from the
effects of unemployment, homeless-
ness, and malnutrition.

Clearly, a broad-based pro-child
campaign, including paid parental
leaves, free childcare and health care,
pay equity, and affirmative action, is

“sorely needed to guarantee reproduc-
tive rights for all women, especially
the poorest and most oppressed. Hav-
ing children should be a welcome and
rewarding experience, not one moti-
vated by fear or wracked by poverty.
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Good news, they said, another tax break for the rich

By Andy Stapp

MAY 12 — “We support it,” said
Geéneral Motors Chairman, Roger
Smith. “We’re for it,” stated John
Smale, President of Procter & Gamble.
It’s “super” gushed Robert A. Beck,
head of Prudential Insurance
Company and chairman of the
Business Roundtable.

Big Business has cause to celebrate.
Rich people are going to get their taxes
cut again.

That’s the bottom line of the new tax
bill approved last week by the Senate
Finance Committee. The bill is the
counterpart of the House version
rammed through last December on a
voice vote.

The May 8 Wall Street Journal notes
that Senator Bob Packwood, the
committee chairman who produced
this bill for Reagan, was “egged on by
some business-executive friends.” One
can hear them shouting, “Go, Bob,

o!” when he got wealthy people’s top
tax rate cut almost in half from 50% to
27%. And “Yea, Bob, yea!” when
Packwood knocked the maximum
corporate rate down from 46% to 33%.

Back in 1981 the top rate for rich
individuals was 70%. If this goes
through, they will be paying
two-thirds less, a real windfall for
those with big bucks. If you make
$200,000 a year, this bill will save you
more than millions of people earn
every year! That’s what the “Reagan
Revolution” in taxes is all about. This
is what the millionaire in the White
House calls his “highest domestic
priority.”

Tax union dues

The Senate bill closes some
“loopholes,” including the write-offs
working people use for interest
payments to banks, state sales taxes
and union dues. The Reaganites and
their friends in the Democratic Party
have a special burning desire to tax
union dues, not because it will raise
huge revenues, but just to harass
union members.

Other items will remain exempt
under the new plan, such as oil and
gas drilling costs, depletion
allowances for certain minerals,
timber growing expenses, and
bankers’ deductions for bad debt
reserves. Not exactly the kind of
things the average wage earners are
into.

And the list of exempt “tax shelters”

for big investors will grow when the
horde of high-paid lobbyists get
through reminding the Senators who
pays for their political campaigns.
There are already bills being
submitted to restore-deductions for
“business means” and to lower rates
for capital gains, two other items not
very high on the dream list of working
class families.

Naturally, Reagan claims that the
new tax rates will help everyone, but
there is no question that the biggest
beneficiaries will be the very rich
while some people who can’t afford it
will be required to shell out more than
ever.

All this is just a continuation of
what has been going on for the past
five years. The top percent of the
population and the 200 biggest
businesses have gotten many

“hundreds of billions in tax breaks.

These sums are so gigantic that the
government cannot meet its bills and
has run up a trillion dollar deficit. This
in turn, has been used as an excuse to
cut scores of billions of dollars out of
social spending, out of food stamps,
education and housing.

The budget is being “balanced” on

the backs of those who have the least
while firms like IBM, which made
$11.6 billion last year, are now slated
to get another tax break.

" This bill will not become law until
next year after a handful of Senators
and Representatives work out the
details. And the new code itselfis very
complex and long, filling volumes of

print. But most people don’t have to
read it or wait for the axe to fall to have
a pretty good idea of what’s coming.
According to a poll conducted by
Cable Network News and USA Today
on May 11, more than half of those
questioned think that this ‘“‘tax
reform” will hurt them and don’t want
it enacted.

Rail unions take on high-tech challenge
Actions at Maine Central, Santa Fe and Amtrak

By Gary Wilson

MAY 12 — Is there a new wind blow-
ing on the railroads this spring?

Many in the labor movement have
been encouraged by the growing mili-
tancy of the rank and file of the rail
unions. Take threerecent events — the
strike of 20,000 Santa Fe Railway
workers, the continuing walkout on
the Maine Central Railroad and the
near walkout at Amtrak that could

'still happen. All point to the united ac-

tion of several unions to defend job
rights.

The transportation industry has
been hit hard by the high-tech revolu-
tion sweeping the country. Many uni-
ons have taken on this challenge in
the 1980s from PATCO to Greyhound
to the current TWA strike.

The firstrecent rail action is against
Guilford Transportation Industries
and was called by the Brotherhood of

‘Maintenance of Way Employees. Guil-

ford, owned by Timothy Mellon of the

.Pittsburgh banking family, operates
‘the Maine Central, Boston & Maine

and Delaware & Hudson railroads.

The strike began on March 3 and is
now in its third month. The union had
negotiated for two years over company
demands that they take a 20% cut in
pay and that the workers begin pay-
irig half the cost of health insurance.
This is on top of a 12% cut the workers
have already taken. The union says
the main issue, however, is job secur-
ity.

14 unions show support

The strike has received strong sup-
port from the 14 otherrail unions oper-
ating in the area and until a court in-
junction against them, members of 11
other unions had walked off the job
and joined the picket lines to show
their solidarity.

The second strike is the 6-day walk-
out at the Atchison, Topeka & Santa
Fe Railway. In that case, 20,000 work-
ers in the United Transportation
Union and the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Engineers as well as other rail-
road craft unions walked out when
management secretly began a ‘“test
run” of a RoadRailer train with a non-
union crew. Train service in the West
on the Santa Fe line was shut down so-
lidly.

The RoadRailer has been around a
long time. It was first developed in
1959 by the Chesapeake & Ohio Rail-
road and a redesigned version was in-
troduced in 1976. The RoadRailer has
two sets of tires — steel and rubber
—allowing it to be used on both the
highways and rail lines. So far, the car
has been too heavy to prove practical
for wide use.

HIGH TECH, LOW PAY
“BY SAM MARCY

A Marxist analysis
of the changing character
of the working class

$5.95 (plus 75¢ postage and handling)

Order from World View t':orum
46 W. 21 St, NY, NY 10010

In December 1985 a new, lighter ver-
sion came out and this was what was
being ‘“tested.”” The RoadRailer is
being promoted in the business press
as the new technological break-
through that will bring in bigger pro-
fits than ever while eliminating tens
of thousands ofrail as well as trucking
jobs.

Management violates contract

While the press has played thisas a
dispute over the introduction of some-
thing new, the fact is that the union
has had an agreement to cover the use
of this kind of train ever since 1981.

‘What was atissue was the use of anon-

union crew as well as a management
attempt to unilaterally introduce a re-
duced crew size in violation of the con-
tract. The strike ended when the com-
pany agreed to operate under the exist-
ing contract and withdrew its crew
cuts.

The third action came with the near
strike on Amtrak in the Northeast. In
the words of William Hausleiter of the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engi-

neers, “The strike is not canceled. Its
date of effectuation is pending.”

The strike had been authorized by
the engineers to start on May 12. The
reason, the union said in a statement
released to the press, was because
management had made “unilateral
changes in working conditions in viol-
ation of the Railway Labor Act.”

Amtrak officials agreed to negotia-
tions shortly after the union an-
nounced its strike plans and the fact
that other engineers had already
agreed to walk out in solidarity. The
entire Northeast would have been shut
down, with commuter lines in New
York City, New Jersey, Boston and
Philadelphia projected to be shut
down.

Although the question of cutbacks
has not been settled, the solidarity of
the rail unions in each of these cases
along with the willingness to strike to
defend their job rights has meant that
rail workers have joined the vanguard
in defending labor’s rights in the
struggle that has opened under the
new high-tech conditions.

e Picketline

Struggle for child care. with
the percentage of women in the
workforce steadily rising and more
than half of the mothers now holding
down jobs, and many of them single
parents, the inadequacy of the U.S.
child care system is glaring.
According to Labor Secretary William
Brock, the U.S. and South Africa are
the only two industrialized countries
that do not provide some form of
government day care and flexible
parental leave. The legacy of the
double-digit inflation of the 1970s is
that families can no longer survive on
a single income, forcing more and
more families to rely on two incomes
and leaving single parents in difficult
financial straits. For those with
pre-school children child care
expenses are frequently the largest
single item in the family budget.
Under the Reagan cutbacks the
meager federal funds for child care
programs have suffered badly. There
are now two bills in Congress to
provide more funds for child care.
However, Mr. Brock’s solution is to
“encourage businesses” to provide
child care benefits. Yet, since 1981
when legislation gave sizable tax
write-offs to companies which have
child care benefits, hardly any
companies have done so, and many of
those who have did so only because
unions demanded it at the bargaining
table. The Amalgamated Clothing
and Textile Workers Union has been
particularly active in demanding

Support Hormel
National Boycott Day

May 17!

child care benefits. The Coalition of
Labor Union Women (CLUW) has
asked all unions to include child care
benefits in their bargaining demands.
It may well take a struggle in the
streets to win a decent child care
program.

Rally for flight attendants.
Over 1,000 New York area flight
attendants and labor activists rallied
at JFK airport in New York on May 8
in support of the striking TWA flight
attendants. The principal speaker at
the rally was the Rev. Jesse Jackson
who had just completed an
unsuccessful attempt. to end the
two-month-long strike by bringing
TWA back to. the bargaining table.
“We’ll never get anything on our
| knees,” he told the crowd, “we’ll only
; get it standing up.” He also said that
labor and the civil rights movement
were closely linked because they both
fight for justice and dignity. Other
speakers included Jan Pierce,
International Vice President of the
CWA for District One, Frank Barbaro,
Chairman of the New York State
Assembly Labor Committee, and
Karen Lanz, Vice-Chairperson of the
Independent Federation of Flight
Attendants. There were also speakers
from the flight attendants’ unions at
Pan Am and Eastern and Local 504 of

the TWU.
— Louis Napier
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Apartheid army occupies Alexandra townshlp

Battle for liberty defies increased repression

By Otto Dusek
MAY 13 — Since the massive general
strike shut down South Africa on May
Day, battles in Alexandra and Soweto
townships have shown that the Pre-
toria regimeis more like an occupation
army than a government.

Representing only a small minority
of the 26 million people in South Af-
rica, the racist regime has become
completely dependent on gun and club
to maintain its rule. On May 10, some
1,670 police and army were used to
seal off the one-mile-square Black
township of Alexandra, located in an
industrial zone near Johannesburg’s
white suburbs.

One Alexandra resident said of the
occupiers, “Right now it’s like the
force is taking over the whole place.”
By extension the same could be said
for the entire country.

Police said they arrested 16 people
on the first day of searches in Alexan-
dra. Though the official charges in-
volved petty crimes, the police occupa-
tion stemmed from the ongoing revo-
lutionary activity in the township.

Attempting to crush this political
activity, police killed a dozen peoplein
Alexandra last February and another
half dozen last month. After these
clashes, the township’s mayor and the
rest of the community council re-

signed. All Black policemen moved out
of the township. A mass funeral for
those killed most recently is set for
today, May 13. -

In the fighting last month, anti-
apartheid fighters wounded a cop in
the occupation force with fire from an
AK-47 automatic rifle. As in most of
the Black townships, theloyalty of the
people is toward the African National
Congress, which is leading the libera-
tion struggle and which from the point
of view of popular support is the real,
legitimate government of South Af-
rica.

Police murder Soweto youths

In Soweto township, also near Jo-
hannesburg, three Black youths were
murdered by a cop or cops represent-
ing the apartheid regime. Each of the
young men was shot once in the head.
Given this evidence, most residents of
Soweto could only conclude that the
youths had been executed in cold
blood by the racists.

The official police story was that a
cop fired at a crowd of youths who
were stoning a vehicle of the West
Rand Development Board. This vehi-
cleis a symbol of the illegal racist reg-
ime and a believable target of the peo-
ple’s anger. But no one could believe
that random firing into a crowd could
result in one and only one shot

through the head forthe three victims.
After daybreak on May 11, hundreds
of youths went house- to-house in the
Diepkloof neighborhood of Soweto
where the three had been killed. They
urged the population to take action
against the police. At noon, when the
police ghouls arrived to kidnap the bo-
dies of the martyrs, they could only re-
move them after using tear gas and
rubber bullets to break up the crowd.

TV coverage weak

The weak television coverage of
South African events by the U.S. big-
business media has given the false im-
pression that the struggle there has
slowed down in the past six months or
that the repression has slackened.
Nothing could be further from the
truth. Murders of Black people have
continued at an incréased pace, so
that now over 1,500 have been killed,
almost all by the Pretoria authorities,
since September 1984.

A study made at New York Univer-
sity at the request of the usually con-
servative TV Guide showed that since
last November 2, when the Pretoria
gangsters banned TV pictures of
clashes between the people and the
cops, there has been a drop off in TV
coverage in the U.S.

For example, last August ABC’s

“World News Tonight” devoted 37
stories, totaling some 84 minutes, to
South Africa. Following the ban in
November, the nightly news broad-
casts of the three networks combined
did only 25 stories adding up to 31 min-
utes and 30 seconds of coverage.

In other words, “In August, ABC
alone had given almost three times as
much coverage as all three networks
combined did in November” (TV
Guide, May 10). And in November, 101
Black South Africans were killed, one
of the highest monthly totals for 1985.

Though the article claims coverage
has increased since November, it was

' notable that little reporting was done
on the May Day strike of over 2 million
workers and joined by a million stu-
dents that shut down 70%-100% of
South African industry, transporta-
tion and commerce, depending on the
area.

COSATU, the trade union confede-
ration that called the May 1 strike, has
issued a call for another work stop-
page, this one for three days to begin
on June 16. This is the tenth anniver-
sary of the day when the heroic Soweto
rebellion began. With or without the
benefit of coverage on the U.S. net-
works, this work action promisés to be
an historic event in the freedom strug-
gle in South Africa.

\

CIA intrigue aims at Ethiopia overthrow

By Deirdre Griswold
MAY 12 — U.S. imperialism has op-
ened a new offensive in its cynical ef-
forts to undermine Ethiopia, one of the
world’s poorest revolutionary coun-
tries.

Publicly, the Reagan administra-
tion pretends to have the welfare of the
Ethiopian people at heart. During the
worst period of the current famine in
East Africa, it sent some surplus food
out of its huge stockpiles and concen-
trated on a major public relations ef-
fort around its so-called generosity.

But covertly ithas been engagedin a
vicious CIA-led campaign to over-
‘throw the Ethiopian government led
by Mengistu Haile Mariam. It has
voiced considerable dissatisfaction at
Ethiopia’s massive resettlement pro-
.gram being undertaken with help

from the socialist countries. In re--

sponse to the terrible drought in the
parched northern part of the country,
the Ethiopian government is moving
hundreds of thousands of people to
more fertile areas where they can be
.self-sufficient and not dependent on
handouts.

The Reagan administration is par-

ticularly strident agalnst the collec-
tive farming that is spreading
throughout Ethiopia, replacing both

the feudal estates of the pre-

revolutionary period and inefficient
subsistence farms. It views this as
further proof that the Ethiopian gov-

ernment is committed to a Marxist so-.

lution to the terrible problems of
underdevelopment that sparked the
1974 revolution.

CIA spy caught

A recent article in the Washington
Post (April 25) drew back the covers a
little on the subversive campaign
being waged by Washington. The arti-
cle itself, however, can only be seen as
part of this campaign, sinceitis based
on information deliberately leaked to
the Post by administration sources
(probably the CIA itself), who in effect
are saying to the Ethiopian govern-
ment: “You’d better bow to -our de-
mands or we’ll escalate our attempts
to overthrow you to a virtual war.”

The article starts by saying that two
years ago, Ethiopian security police
captured a U.S. CIA agent in Addis
Ababa. He was found hiding in a se-
cret closet inside the house of a CIA
contact who was a conduit for U.S.-
produced propaganda tools.

After being held and interrogated
for over a month, he was freed when
Vernon A. Walters, a former U.S. gen-
eral who at that time had the title

“ambassador atlarge” for the Reagan

Remember the 10th Anniversary of Soweto Rebellion
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administration (he’s now ambassador
to the UN), flew secretly to Addis
Ababa and negotiated his release.

The CIA agent was under U.S. diplo-
matic cover. So were the CIA station
chief and deputy station chief, who
were subsequently expelled by the
Ethiopian government.

U.S. subversion campaign

Whatis amazing about these revela-
tions is that the U.S. intelligence sour-
ces who told them to the Post are actu-
ally indignant that Ethiopia moved
against their agents, and call it “one
of the worst attacks by a foreign gov-
ernment.on a CIA officer working as
an accredited diplomat”! Yet at the
same time, they virtually brag about
the massive campaign of subversion
they have been carrying out.

“Inrecent months,” says the article,
“senior administration officials have
begun preliminary planning for covert
paramilitary training of armed guer-
rillas committed to overthrowing the
current Ethiopian regime.” If thisisn’t
an open threat, what is?

The captured CIA agent was
“deeply involved with small anti-
government resistance célls,” says the
Post, and “directed a covert propa-
ganda campaign intended to stir up
discontent with Mengistu’s regime.
The CIA hoped to build an anticom-
munist opposition that eventually
could attract broad political support
and field an armed guerrilla force.”

The “informed sources” told the
Post that the Reagan administration
had already spent half a million dol-
lars on this propaganda campaign —
and of course that is only what they
are admitting. The Agency for Inter-
national Development, which has
long been identified as .an innocent-

sounding conduit for CIA funds, has._, .

claimed a budget of hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars for “relief funds” in re-
cent years. How much of this “relief”
money really went for counter-
revolution has yet to be uncovered.
The Ethiopian Revolution has faced
enormous difficulties. But, like other
countries that have liberated them-
selves from repressive regimes spon-

sored by imperialism, the enthusiasm. .

of the masses of people has been the
driving force to overcome what might
seem insurmountable to some. The!
“anticommunist opposition” that the '
CIA hopes can attract “broad political
support” has no more credibility with:
the masses than the contrasin Nicara-
gua or the UNITA bandits in Angola.

Economic threats

It’s not surprising, therefore, that
the CIA is willing to admit the failure
ofits “propaganda” efforts, which the
Post says have had “little visible im-
pact on the regime,” in favor of more
open and direct threats. Reagan last
October, when speaking before the
UN, described Ethiopia along with Af-
ghanistan, Cambodia, Angola and
Nicaragua as countries whose Marx-
ist governments had embraced “an
ideology imposed from without” and
were “at war with their own people.”

Now there’s a bill before Congress,
sponsored by Toby Roth (R-Wis.) and
Stephen Solarz (D-NY), to formally
classify Ethiopia as a “communist
country” so it can be deprived of Ex-
port-Import Bank loans and equitable
trade terms. The bill would also urge a
trade embargo if the Ethiopian gov-
ernment continues its resettlement
program.

“Outside agltator red- ba1t1ng has
little impact in Ethiopia, where the
people know that no one had to tell
them to rise up against semi-feudal
slavery and imperialist oppression.
Unfortunately, elements of the leftist
movement here have aggressively dis-

. seminated propaganda against the
Ethiopian Revolution, not even seem-
ing to mind that they are in the same
camp as the extreme right wing on
this issue.

Reagan was right in one thing. The
camp with Nicaragua, Angola"Af—
ghanistan and Cambodia. It is thor-
oughly anti-imperialist and is trying
to bring about the reorganization of
society to benefit the mass of the peo-
ple. It deserves the support of all pro-
gressive people here, especially in the
face of an unremitting hostile subver-
sive war by therobber barons in Wash-

Jdngton. ... oL
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Food ban is economic war on socialist countries

Politics, not concern for health, motivates move following Chernobyl

By Sharon Shelton

MAY 13 — Ronald Reagan and his fel-
low environmental crusaders heading
the imperialist governments of West-
ern Europe have seized upon the issue
of radiation damage of foods to wage
economic warfare against the Soviet
Union and the Eastern European
countries.

Noisily professing their “deep con-
cern” about foodstuffs allegedly con-
taminated by the Chernobyl accident,
on May 12 the members of the Euro-
pean Community (EC) — egged on by
the Reagan administration and the
U.S. big business press — banned im-
ports of fresh food products from the
USSR and several of its allies.

The EC action was such a thinly
veiled political and economic attack
on the Soviet Union and Eastern Eur-
ope that even the New York Times
(May 8) was forced to concede that it
“reflected political as well as scientific
choices.” Not surprisingly, none of the
capitalist countries near the stricken
areas were included, even though Fin-
land and Sweden, for example, were in
the direct path of the first radioactive
clouds, while the Eastern European
countries of Hungary, Rumania, Bul-
garia and others were upwind.

Although EC spokespeople claimed
that they were barring all produce
within a radius of 1,000 kilometers
from the Chernobyl plant, Austria,
which falls into that radius, was ex-
empted. Indeed, the vast majority of
the Soviet Union itself lies outside the
1,000-kilometer area, yet all its fresh
foods were banned.

Spécifically included in the EC mea-
sures were imports from the Soviet
Union, Poland, Hungary, Czechoslo-
vakia, Rumania, Bulgaria and Yugo-
slavia. The German Democratic Re-
public (GDR) was excluded from the
ban at the insistence of West Ger-
many, which needs its trade with the
GDR.

The EC action drew immediate pro-
tests from the Soviet Union, Hungary
and Poland. Soviet Foreign Ministry
spokesman Vladimir Lomeiko de-
nounced the action, pointing out that
the World Health Organization has de-
clared Soviet food free of radioactive
contamination, except, of course, for
produce from the immediate Cherno-
byl area.

Lomeiko also branded the ban a
publicity stunt and an effort to aggra-
vate balance of payment problems for
Eastern Europe. Last year, the EC re-
ported that $730 million in fresh foods
was imported from Eastern Europe,
much of it from Poland. The loss of
this market will hit hardest countries
such as Poland which have large debts
to the imperialist banks — something

Reagan and the Western European
capitalist rulers know only too well in
their schemes to financially under-
mine and destabilize Eastern Europe.
In reality, the imperialist heads of
state couldn’t care less about the qual-
ity of food ingested by the masses of
people. Reagan and the others who are
howling so loudly about radiation con-
tamination of food want to deregulate
the giant food industry in order to give
the agrlbusmess monopolies an even
freer rein to use additives and chemi-
cals, many of them dangerous, to in-
crease their already bloated profits.
And the very politicians who are so
“disturbed” about the alleged health
threat from Chernobyl fallout are the
ones who've been pushing austerity ~
programs, cutting back health care

and food aid, while continuing to store
away grains and other foods in order
to keep prices high. Where is the con-
cern of the Reaganiteleaders of the im-
perialist world for the hungry who live
in the streets of Washington, D.C., and
the major Western European capitals?

The EC action banning food im-
ports from the Soviet Union and East-
ern Europe did not arise out of a con-
cern for the health of the people. In-
stead, it is just one more instance of
the gleeful efforts of the imperialist
countries to utilize the Chernobyl dis-
aster for their own reactionary ends.
The ban is part of the ongoing, ruth-
less, unrelenting war being waged
against the Soviet Union and all the
socialist countries by world imperal-
ism.

Is U.S.-Israel attack on Syria imminent?

By G. Dunkel

MAY 12 — The United States, its gar-
rison state, Israel, and its imperialist
allies are conducting a concerted
smear campaign to brand Syria a
“terrorist” state in order to justify an
armed attack on it, similar to the Pen-
tagon’s recent attack on Libya.

The smear campaign follows the
Tokyo summit conference, where the
other imperialist powers lined up be-
hind the U.S. in a thinly veiled attack
on Libya and other progressive Mid-
dle East states. The first to act was
Washington’s junior partner in Lon-
don. There the Foreign Office an-
nounced yesterday that three Syrian
diplomats were being expelled for al-
leged connections with “terrorist”
acts.

A British official claimed, “We have
plenty on these three.” But just as with

Freeze.

300 protest Weinberger in San Francisco. When top military
brass and invited dignitaries arrived at a $100-a-plate dinner in San Fran-
cisco on May 10 to honor the nuclear battleship Missouri they were met by
“a loud demonstration of 300 demanding “Jobs, not war preparation.” Fea-
tured speaker at this lavish event at the St. Francis Hotel was Secretary of
“Defense” Caspar Weinberger who was in San Francisco to push the pro-
war policies of the Reagan administration and to re-commission the U.S.S.
Missouri. At the.saber-rattling re-commissioning ceremony the next day,
open only toinvited guests, a demonstration showed that the people of this
city are against becoming the home port to a ship being brought out of
mothballs for the purpose of military intervention against Nicaragua, El
Salvador or Libya, or elsewhere in the Middle East. _
Last year the San Francisco Board of Supervisors voted six to five to
deny the berth to the Missouri, but Mayor Dianne Feinstein vetoed the res-
olution and called on Navy officials to berth the nuclear battleship here.
The two days of protest was organized by a number of groups including
the All-Peoples Congress, Coalition for a Safe Bay, Casa El1 Salvador, Nov-
ember 29 Committee for Palestine and San Francisco Nuclear Weapons

WW PHOTO: BILL HACKWELL

— Bill Hackwell

U.S. charges against Libya, the offi-
cial refused to provide details.

No details provided o

After a White House meeting on
May 7 with Vice President Bush, Is-
raeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin
said about the recent attempt to place
abomb on an El Al plane: “We have all
reason to believe that it was all
planned and carried out by part of the
security and intelligence community
of Syria.”

He went on to add, “We are not going
to sitidle. So far we have not decided to
take military action against Syria for
terror.” In an earlier speech in Wash-
ington, Rabin declared that Syria
posed the same kind of threat to Israel
as Libya did to the United States.

On the testimony of two brothers
from Jordan, who are facing ex-
tremely heavy charges in England
and West Germany, Syria has alle-
gedly been implicated in the disco
bombing that served as the pretext for
the U.S. attack on Libya. After his
meeting with Rabin, Vice President
Bush. claimed that the U.S. had
“proof” that Syria was involved with
terror.

On Friday, after CBS had reported
that an Israeli attack on Syria was
under preparation and after Syria
took Rabin’s speeches as a threat of
war, Prime Minister Shimon Peres
stated that Israel did not “have any in-
tention of attacking Syria.”

Earlier this year, however, when he
toured the Golan Heights, Syrian ter-
ritory annexed by Israel in 1982, Peres
stated that Israel would remain there
at any cost. It was another way of say-
ing that Israel would go to war to keep
what it has stolen by war.

So-called terrorism is not the real
reason the U.S. and its chief puppet in
the Middle East, Israel, are threaten-
ing Syria.

U.S. seeks total domination

Washington has singled out Syria
for much the same reason it attacked
Libya: both these countries have
taken anti-imperialist positions. Syria
has refused to recognize the occupa-
tion of Palestine by the Israeli state.
And Damascus has friendly diploma-
tic relations with Moscow. i

U.S. client states like Jordan, Egypt
and Saudi Arabia depend on the U.S.
for arms. Syria supplies its armed for-

* ces with significant help from the So-
viet Union. i

. To the jingoist mentality in the
Whlte House and the Pentagon,
'Syria’s political stance and diploma-
tic ties to the Soviet Union make it an

ohstacle to complete U.S. domination. . |

of the oppressed nations of the Middle
East and their oil wealth. The attack
on Libya has shown that the U.S. rul-
ing class is prepared to launch armed
attacks on Middle East states. This is
especially so if the Tel Aviv regime
supplies the soldiers. The political pre-
paration for such an attack has
already started.

Poland donates to
NYC homeless

MAY 14 — In response to a scheme by
the Reagan administration to send
powdered milk to Poland with the
stipulation thatit be distributed by the
Catholic Church and other private
groups considered friendly to U.S. im-
perialism, the Polish government an-
nounced on May 13 that it would do-
nate 5,000 blankets and sleeping bags
to the homeless of New York City —
also to be distributed by non-govern-
mental sources.

Everyone knows that there are tens
of thousands of people living in the
streets of what is one of the richest
cities of the world and surely these
homeless Americans would welcome a
sleeping bag or a blanket to make their
plight a little easier. Yet, not wanting
to embarrass the Reagan administra-
tion whose cuts in job programs and
social services are in large part re-
sponsible for the growing numbers of
men, women and children without a
roof over their heads, Mayor Ed Koch
dismissed the Polish offer with the
outrageous statement that the sleep-
ing bags and blankets are “not
needed’!

Actually, it’s Koch and Reagan and
the anti-people capitalist ruling class
behind them who aren’t needed by
poor and working people of this coun-
try, who have nothing to gain by im-
perialist scheming against Poland,
the USSR or any of the other socialist
countries.
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Conference schedule

SATURDAY, MAY 24

9:00 a.m.

10:00

REGISTRATION

FIRST PLENARY SESSION
New conditions that will open
the way for the struggle for
socialism in the U.S., Part 1
Opening remarks by Sam _ .
Marcy, Chairperson of Workers
World Party

6:45

12:30 p.m.LUNCH (Videos, movies, slide shows)

2:00

4:00

WORKSHOP: The struggle of
youth and students under capitalism
(continued during Sunday lunch)

SECOND PLENARY SESSION
New conditions that will open
the way for the struggle for
socialism in the U.S., Part 2

PANELS

1. Changing nature of the
working class

2. Contemporary problems of
the working class

WORKSHOPS (GROUP A) |
1. High tech, low pay and the
changing character of the
working class

(Repeated in Group B)

2. Fighting racism, national
oppression and building class unity
3. Homelessness, joblessness
and hunger in the U.S.

4. U.S. capitalism today: The
myth of the “New Prosperity”

5:15-6:45 DINNER (Videos, movies, slide shows)

DISCUSSION GROUP
How to join Workers World Party

WORKSHOPS (GROUP B)

1. High tech, low pay and the
changing character of the
working class (same as prior
workshop in Group A)

2. Labor Fightback: Strategy
and tactics to fight concessions,
plant closings and layoffs

3. Women's and lesbian/gay
oppression: The origins, today’s
struggles and future perspectives
4. Capitalism is bad for your
health

8:45-10 THIRD PLENARY SESSION

New conditions that will open

the way for the struggle for
socialism in the U.S,, Part 3
PANELS

1. National and sexual

oppression and the class struggle
2. Strategies and perspectives

for a working class fightback

a0\ 4

1|| £
0/ dobs &

..'a 3
L l

12:00 LUNCH (Movies, videos, slide society and a working class
shows) approach in the anti-war movement -
WORKSHOP: The struggle of
youth and students under 430'630 WORKSHOPS (GROUP D)
capitalism 1. Contrast of life in capitalist
(Continued from Saturday lunch) gngtsofl:laHSt C:c;-‘mfl'fis - ation of

1:30 p.m. WORKSHOPS (GROUP C - Star yvars and militarizaion o7 4

P 1. South Africar(1 Revolutio)n' A O Sre T i
néw phase ’ and fightback strategies for the
. . B anti-war movement

;2;‘ %_?12nplt\1rir|1ien?: eznadnghe Caribbean 3. Why capitalism doesn’t work:
n;vol uti onafypd evelopments in. Asia An introduction to Marxist economics.
4. The struggle againét 6:30-8  DINNER (Movies, slide shows, videos)
imperialism in the Middie East 8-10:30 FINAL PLENARY SESSION
5. Striking back at the empire The need for a revolutionary

3:30 EIFTH PLENARY SESSION party of the workers and oppressed

10-1 a.m. DANCE AND SOCIAL (movies and videos)

SUNDAY, MAY 25
9:00 a.m. REGISTRATION

10:00

FOURTH PLENARY SESSION
Imperialism, the National
Liberation Movements
worldwide and the socialist
countries — 2 panels

The militarization of capitalist Singing of the International

Registration and Information Coupon 5
{Checks payabie to Workers World Conference)

Enclosed is my registration fee of $
Please send me information on housing.

1 am interested in the conference, but don't know yet if [ can attend.
Please contact me about it and send more information.

Name 45 4 e B e = e T 06 VLS00 N o Phone( el B
AdAress o b x| e e S T B el ARt
I e e T T A e et N B 2 A S R State P

Schoolfunionforg?ntzmionfoccupation i raass LTS Ut 2 W) WP TS N WO Ll e R 1_ N
Return to: WWP Conference National Office, 46 West 21 St., New York, N.Y. 10010 Pht



By John Catalinotto

MAY 12 — Larry Holmes sees the cen-
tral role of the May 24-25 Workers
World Party Conference as
“analyzing the changing character of
the working class and coming up with
the strategy and tactics for organizing
the new layers of workers into a force
that can challenge the capitalist sys-
tem.”

Holmes, a member of the national
committee of WWP, spoke to us this
morning about the upcoming confer-
“Socialism, Why We Need It. . .
How to Fight for It”” He noted that a
number of currgnt and difficult topics
would be discussed. These include the
U.S. aggression against Libya, the
media’s anti-Soviet eruption following
the Chernobyl accident and the need

ence,

to view AIDS not as a medical crisis
alone but as a political issue that calls
for mobilizing all progressive forces
both to demand government funds for
research and to combat bigotry
‘against gay men and lesbians.

“The conference,” he said, “is for
any activist in the labor movement
who wants a better understanding of
what is happening to the capitalist
economy. It’s for those in the solidar-
ity movements who want to know
what will be the political and social
consequences of these economic
changes on the workers and oppressed
people. It’s for those fighting against

orkshops

GROUP A Sat., May 24 3:15-5:15 pm

1. High tech-low pay and the changing
character of the working class
e The history of high tech and
what it is
e Effect of high tech on the productive
forces and why it is destabilizing to the
economy
e Changing character of the working
class and new potentials for class
solidarity and struggle
® Relation of the military industrial
complex to the high tech revolution
® The new role of service workers in the
struggle and why industrial workers
cannot be made obsolete

2. Fighting racism, national oppression and
building class unity
® The role that racism plays under
capitalism
® The right to self-determination from
the Garvey movement to the Jesse
Jackson campaign
® The Reagan years: Attacks on the
oppressed (Latin, Black, Native, Asian,
Arab)
® Why socialism is the answer to
national oppression

3. Homelessness, |oblessness and hunger
in the U.S.
@ Homelessness and hunger: A
capitalist crisis
® Gramm-Rudman and upcoming
budget cuts—how to fight back
® Why do 20 million people go hungry
in the U.S. each day?
® Programs for the disabled, seniors
and youth under attack
® Relation of the fight for reforms,
electoral politics and the struggle for
socialism

4. U.S. capitalism today: The myth of the
“New Prosperity”
e What fueled the current economic

For travel arrangements, contact
the city nearest you:

Atianta (404) 627-3093

Baltimore (301) 889-9318

Boston (617) 247-1778

Buffalo (716) 855-3055

Chicago (312) 489-3829
Cleveland (216) 861-6154

Detroit (313) 962-4979
Milwaukee (414) 224-0429
Philadelphia (215) 734-2088
Rochester (716) 266-5548

San Francisco (415) 826-4828
Sealtle (206) 322- 8272
Washington, D.C. (202) 667-3957

hone (212) 255-0352

racism or for gay nghts who wonder
what the prospects are for a popular
resurgence of an anti-capitalist strug-
gle in this country.

“For these people and any others in
the progressive movement,” Holmes
continued, “I strongly encourage
them to take the time out to attend this
conference. Itis sure to enlighten them
and help them focus their perspective
as they prepare for the battles of the
future.”

High tech, low pay

Holmes pointed out that ‘the confer-
ence will take up in great depth the
new conditions of the working class
that are examined in a recent book by
WWP Chairman Sam Marcy, “High
Tech, Low Pay.” These changes in-
clude the gradual elimination of the
traditional higher-paying jobs in in-
dustry and manufacture and their re-
placement by low-paid service jobs.

The changes also involve the intro-
duction of a two-tier wage scale, with
much lower wages for new workers.
Another factor is the growth of unem-
ployment so that even during so-called
‘recovery periods more than 10% of the
workforce is effectively unemployed.
More workers are forced to take part-
time jobs.

“Perhaps the most important ele-
ment,” said Holmes, “is that the phe-

nomenal growth in the number of.

upturn and what is the character of the
so-called recovery

® Merger mania: The concentration of
capital—a new form of instability

® Bank failures: The greatest number
since 1930s

® The farm crisis: The banks take over.
Plight of migrant farm workers and the
small farmer

® The underground economy and the
undocumented workers: Hidden
poverty, hidden exploitation

GROUP B Sat., May 24 6:45-8:45 pm

1. High tech-low pay and the changing
character of the working class (Same as
prior workshop in Group A)

2. Labor fightback: Strategy and tactics to
fight concessions, plant closings and
layoffs
® Discussion of experiences and
strategies in strikes, workers control,
Dbay equity, fighting racism,
community-labor alliances
® Government intervention on behalf of
the bosses
® Fighting for the unemployed,
underemployed and unorganized
® Seruice, clerical and industrial
workers in the changing conditions of
today
® Internationalism—more possible and
necessary than ever before

3. Women’s and lesbian/gay oppression:
The origins, today’s struggles and future
perspectives
® Women in the workforce and the
feminization of poverty: Ingredients for

- @ new revolutionary potential
® The rise of the gay and lesbian
movement as part of the working class
struggle
® The struggle for pay equity,
affirmative action and against sexual
harassment
® The fight against right-wing attacks
from abortion clinics to AIDS crisis
® Strategies for a united fightback
against sexism, lesbian/gay
oppression and racism
® Why only socialism can lay the
ground work for abolishing women’s
and lesbian/gay oppression

4. Capitalism is bad for your health
® Health care for profit, not for people:
Hospital closings, cuts in health care
benefits and how to fight back
@ The AIDS crisis: How the profit
system creates a political crisis over a
medical disease. Money for AIDS care
and research, not for war!
® Environmental destruction, toxic
poisoning, industrial pollution and
occupational health and safety
® The impact of racism and sexism on
health care and health field
employment
® Socialism builds for a healthy future

Larry Holmes

women and oppressed workers in the
workforce has given rise to the evolu-
tion of a profoundly poorer, more
multinational working class. There is
more equitable representation of
women, Black, Latin, Native and
Asian workers in the ranks.

“The capitalists want to use these
changes to create a pliant workforce,
one that will submit to the discipline of
the bosses. They want to break the uni-
ons. They want the workers unable to
resist the increased exploitation.

“The conference, on the contrary,
will discuss, in plenary sessions and

GROUP C Sun., May 25 1:30-3:30 pm

1. South African Revolution: A new phase
@ Apartheid’s links to imperialism
® Role of front line states (Angola,
Mozambique, etc.) in the anti-apartheid
struggle
e South African women: Bedrock of the
struggle
® Basis of support for the African
National Congress and SWAPO
® Growing trade union solidarity
® Anti-apartheid movement in the
U.S.—what direction? Building for
June 14 actions on 10th anniversary of
Soweto uprising

2. Latin America and the Caribbean
® Latin America: Common history,
common struggle .
® Impact of the 1979 Nicaraguan
revolution in the region
e US. strategy in El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras: The iron
triangle
® The unfolding revolution in Haiti,
impact on the Dominican Republic
@ Puerto Rico: An example of direct
U.S. colonialism. The struggle for
independence
® The Cuban Revolution: Model for the
oppressed
© The debt crisis: Which way out?

3. The Philippines and revolutionary
developments in Asia

® Historic turning points in Asia and
their impact on the struggle (The
Chinese Revolution, Korean War, Viet
Nam War and Indonesian
counter-revolution)

® Role of the U.S. and the economic
effects of high tech imperialism

© New phase of the Philippine
revolution

® Asia in struggle today: From South
Korea to Pakistan

4. The struggle against |mper|allsm in the
Middle East

® What’s behind the U.S. attacks on
Libya

® The struggle of the Palestinian
people for self-determination and land
® The Iran-Iraq war: Which way out?
@ The stakes of U.S. imperialism in the
Middle East

5. Striking back at the empire
© What is imperialism
® The IMF and the world debt: Effects
of austerity programs and Cuba’s call
to repudiate the debt
® Strategies of imperialism today
toward the oppressed countries and
newly developing independent nations
® Military expansion and economic
contraction: The crisis at home and
abroad
® From the Native struggle in the U.S.
to the struggle in Ireland: The people
fight back!

in workshops how the changes in the
working class will give rise eventually -
to a more politicized, class-conscious
and multinational working class and
to a new leadership oriented to class
struggle. And it will focus on how the
revolutionary movement should ori-
ent toward this changed working
class.”

Union tactics

A major challenge for conference
participants, Holmes added, is to con-
tribute to a program that will help the
working class cope with the changes
brought about by the leap forward in
technology. This is a question that the
labor movement is wrestling with now.

“Traditional U.S. labor practices
which go under the name of business
unionism,” said Holmes, “like making
behind-the-scenes compromises with
the bosses, are no longer possible. In-
stead of giving small raises, the bosses
demand lower pay and lower benefits.

“Exercising the strike weapon,”
continued Holmes, “is still just as nec-
essary for the workers. But it is no
longer sufficient in and of itself. Other
tactics have to be examined, like plant
seizures, and attempting to mobilize
all the working class and oppressed in
a community to back the struggle of
workers in a single plant. It will be a
significant contribution for the confer-
ence to take up this question.”

pm
1. Contrast of life in capilailsi and socialist
countries
@ How the planned economy and
production for need create the
conditions for living security,
improvements in conditions, basic
needs and equality
@ How the anarchy of capitalist
production rakes it impossible to have
full employment and meet the basic
needs of society
® Economic crisis and depression
inevitable under the profit system
e Concrete examples of how socialist
society benefits nationally oppressed
peoples
® Reviewing the startling
achievements in liberated countries
despite the pressures of imperialism
which create obstacles for socialist
countries, especially newly emerging
ones

2. Star Wars and militarization of the
economy: Understanding it and
fightback strategies for the anti-war
movement
® Militarism and racism at home and
abroad
® The Pentagon and military-industrial
complex — increasing role as organizer
of the economy
® Social programs versus the military
budget: Why the Pentagon is the
priority under capitalism
® Socialist countries and arms
production: Defense against
imperialism
® Perspectives on how to stop the
military machine: Building the
anti-war movement and the fight for
socialism

3. Why capitalism doesn’t work: An
introduction to Marxist economics
® How bosses make profits from
workers: The theory of surplus value
® What causes unemployment,
depresszon mﬂatton and war? —The
cyclical crisis
® Why capitalism holds back .
production and creates hunger and
poverty

SAT. LUNCH (12:30-2:00 pm) and

continued to

SUN. LUNCH (12:00-1:30 pm)

1. The struggle of youth and students
under capitalism -
® Education under capitalism
e Youth unemployment and the armed
forces—the involuntary draft
e Youth and the fight against racism,
sexism and anti-gay-bigotry
® Youth in the socialist countries—a
contrast
© The new youth movelnent: Rising
activism in the high schools and
campuses
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Giving Pentagon
more power

EVER SINCE the Second World
War the military has emerged as a
major force in political life in the'
U.S. Its growth has been virtually
unchecked, even following the
‘'warning given by General Dwight
Eisenhower in his farewell ad-
dress upon his retirement as Presi-
dent.

In this famous speech, Eisen-
howertalked of the birth of the mil-
itary-industrial complex (a phrase .
he coined) and said, “The potential
. for the disastrousrise of misplaced
power exists and will persist.”’

Therise of militarism has been a
feature of monopoly capitalism in
its final stage, the stage of imperi-
alism. It is a sign of the crisis that
is ripping at the core of monopoly
capitalism. And that crisis is as
deep today as it ever was, even if it
is not seen on the surface.

A sign of the crisis can be seen in
the speed with which the House of
Representatives and the Senate to-
gether with the Reagan admini-

‘stration is pushing through the so-
_called military reorganization act.
This piece of legislation is some-
times presented in the press as an
attempt to get rid of loafers in the
Pentagon as well as clean up de-

‘fense spending practices such as
the $600 toilet seats. Mostly, how-
ever, this legislation is ignored by
the media.

That’s because this bill has
nothing to do with reforming the
military from within, but is rather
a “reform” to give the military
more power. There are three ver-
sions; the Senate passed one unan-

imously on May 7, the House has

already passed a similar measure

and the President has endorsed a-
' comparable move. All versions vir-
‘tually eliminate the constitution-

ally required civilian control over
the military.
The Senate version reduces the

“authority of the civilian secretar-

ies over each service, giving a mili-
tary super-commander, the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs, and his
staff, supremacy over them. And it
would cut the number of reports
the Pentagon has to make to Con-
gress by two-thirds.

Sen. John Warner, a former Sec- -
retary of the Navy, knows well -

what it means to give the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs and his
general staff such power. His as-

sessment of the bill was that “the

time-tested formula to maintain ci-
vilian control is being readjusted.”

The emergence of such a power-
ful, independent military means
that the democratic rights of the
people of this country are being
eroded in proportion, just as the
rights of the German people were
eroded by the encroachment of the
German General Staff.

While Congress is cowering be-
neath the iron heel of the Penta-
gon, the people of this country
have shown repeatedly over the
last decade that they do not sup-
port any repeat of the Viet Nam
war whether it be in Central Amer-
ica or the Mideast or Asia or any-
where else around the globe. And
that stands as a powerful deterrent
to the dreams of the Pentagon gen-
erals.

Genocide in Philadelphia

A YEAR has passed now since the
Philadelphia police firebombed a
residential neighborhood there,
killing at least 11 people and de-
stroying 60 homes. .

What has been the aftermath of
this horrible massacre which
shocked the world? The only per-
son sent to jail is one of the vic-
tims, a Black woman who was liv-
ing in the house when the police in-
cinerated its occupants. The new
homes for the neighbors who were
burned out, homes which were sup-
posed to be finished by the end of
last year, are not ready. The Phila-
delphia cops continue their day-in,
day-out assault on the Black and
Latin residents of that city.

This atrocity should not be for-
gotten, should not be shoved into
some corner out of sight. The po-

lice who ordered and carried out
the indiscriminate killing of men,
women and children, who ordered
the fire department to let the
flames burn as they fired into the
home, driving the victims back
into the holocaust, must be
brought to trial for murder. If U.S.
society was not permeated with ra-
cism, if the cops did not have the
backing of the Reagan admini-
stration which congratulated
them before the rubble had even
cooled, this crime would not go un-
punished.

Attempts to cover all this up in
the U.S. news media only serve to
show the racist complicity of the
media moguls in this affair. The
attack was an act of genocide. It
should be recognized and dealt
with as such.
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LETTERS

Washington’s anti-Sovietism
AS if the calculated burning alive of
hundreds of thousands of women, men
and children in Hiroshima and Naga-
saki did not expose the utter moral de-
generacy of the U.S. big business rul-
ing class in the nuclear age, their sha-
melessness and anti-Soviet mania
were further underlined by an editor-
ialin the April 30 New York Post on the
Soviet nuclear reactor tragedy.

After “reporting” that thousands
had died, the Post editorial stated that
the United States should try not to
“gloat” about the Soviet disaster.

A very good idea. It might even be
possible for the U.S. imperialist gov-
ernment and ruling class to restrain
themselves from gloating if a tidal
wave or earthquake or a surgical
strike or “aecidental” launching of a
U.S. cruise missile in West Germany
should kill thousands of Soviet citi-
zens.

But don’t bet your life savings on it.

W. Gill
New York City

Repression in Puerto Rico
KEEP up the good work. Workers
World is an “oasis” in this infected
world of capitalist prejudice, lies and
distortion.

Thank you for sending the newspa-
per. It comes alittlelate, butitis never-
theless refreshing to read something
different.

P.S. I get the impression another
McCarthy era is closing in on us in
P.R. Full repression is beginning
against any progressive elements.
“Keep a watch.”

Companeros en lucha
Alejandro Rodriguez
Santurce, Puerto Rico
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Food irradiation
ASthe U.S. government creates a hys-
teria over food possibly exposed to ra-
diation due to the Chernobyl accident,
U.S. companies like Beatrice and Her-
shey are pushing for the systematic ir-
radiating of food here.

Why? Why is the FDA unconcerned
aboutlabeling food that has been irra-
diated even though consumers and
workers are unaware of the process
and its consequences to their health?
Why is food irradiated and why is the
Reagan administration so eager to
start the process?

Food irradiation kills certain micro-

organisms that cause spoilage and

disease. Yet, it will not kill botulism
bacteria, the most lethal food poison-
ing, rather it will often mask its
presence. Food irradiation destroys es-
sential vitamins and nutrients, reduc-
ing the nutritional value of foods. Irra-
diation changes the chemical and mo-
lecular structure of many foods, and
alters them to carcinogenic forms.
Sinceit greatly increases the shelf life
of food and therefore the profits, this
process is being pushed by agribusi-
ness.

The Department of Energy has
already given the go-ahead for food ir-

radiation plants and several are oper-’

ating now. They are centers of high ra-
diation with relatively low regulation
and no safety measures. There have
been accidents exposing workers to
near lethal doses of radiation.

Why is the government so interested
in food irradiation? Plutonium. The
existing supply of natural plutonium
is almost exhausted. Now, it is illegal
to reprocess spent fuel from operating
commercial nuclear reactors. The
spent fuel is partly the source for food
irradiation, and plutonium, the fuel
for nuclear bombs. By promoting and
giving legitimacy to theidea of food ir-
radiation, the administration can
change public opinion to accept the re-
processing of spent nuclear fuel. The
laws regulating the use of reprocessed

‘nuclear fuel could be gutted to give
. Reagan an unlimited supply of pluton-
'ium to make more bombs.
Rebecca Hirschfield
Baltimore

WORKERS WORLD welcomes letters
from its readers. Send all correspon-
dence to: Workers World, GPO Box 948,
New York, .. 10116. o
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International Solidarity Gonference held in Philippines

AT the invitation of the KMU or May
1st Movement, Lydia Bayoneta and
Gene Clancy travelled to Manila for
the International Solidarity Affair,
1986, representing the People’s Anti-
War Mobilization.
By Lydia Bayoneta
and Gene Clancy

MANILA, Philippines — Nearly 300
representatives of trade unions, pea-
sant associations, nationalist and
anti-imperialist organizations and
support groups attended the Interna-
tional Solidarity Affair hosted by the
Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU) from
April 23-May 2.

Included were délegates from over a
dozen countries, including representa-
tives from national trade union con-
federations in Canada, Australia, Ire-
land, Italy, and the Congress of South
African Trade Unions (COSATU).
Also represented were labor delegates
from New Zealand, Britain, France,
and the U.S. The U.S. delegatlon also
included the People’s Anti-War Mobili-
zation (PAM). A representative of the
International Labor Organization
(ILO), also attended the conference.

The KMU is the fastest-growing
labor federation in the Philippines
and s generally accepted to be the leg-
itimate center of the Philippine labor
movement. Organized in 1980, it has
grown to its present membership of
over 630,000 with over 100 affiliated
unions in only five years.

In addition, through a comprehen-
sive system of regional and trade
union alliances, which cut across or-
ganizational lines, it has become,
along with Bayan, one of the primary
vehicles for struggle for Filipino work-
ers; including thousands who-belong
to other labor federations. During the
years of martial law, and since, the
KMU has displayed the kind of inde-
pendence, political sagacity, and na-
tionalist, militant spirit which has
earned it the respect of both the Philip-
pine and international progressive
trade union movement.

Marcos overthrow characterized -

Following the opening exercises
which included the singing of the
International, the chairperson of the
KMU, Rolando Olalia, welcomed the
delegates and introduced the theme of
the conference: “Closing Ranks to
Heighten the Workers’ Struggle for
Democratic Rights.”

He characterized the events of Feb.
7, in which the Marcos dictatorship
was overthrown, as a “victory” in
which the Filipino workers played an
important role. In fact, he stated, had
it not been for the “untimely rebellion”
of two prominent military officers
(Enrile and Ramos) formerly loyal to
Marcos, a coordinated national peo-
ple’s strike which had been planned
would probably have wrested power
from the Marcos regime anyway.

Although he praised Corazon

Aquino’s “proven democratic tenden- -

cies,” in particular, her freeing of polit-
ical prisoners and the appointment of
human rights lawyer Augusto San-
chez as labor minister, he pointed out
that there was also an unpleasant side
to things. Within the past five weeks,
plcket lines have been attacked result-
ing in nine workers dead, 61 injured.
And he added many of the same old

“enemies” are still there: the IMF
(International Monetary Fund), World
Bank, and the multinational corpora-
tions.

Secretary General of the KMU Ro-
berto Ortaliz also spoke to the dele-
gates and noted that it was an “irony
that repressive generals are hailed as
heroes.” He stated that the need for
international solidarity was greater
than ever before. “We hope that the
new government has learried the les-

son of Marcos,” he said, “Never try the
people’s patience!”

Aquino government —
an ‘unstable coalition’

Featured among the presentations
was a detailed political analysis of the
current situation in the Philippines by
Attorney J.V. Bautista, the chairper-
son of the electoral commission of
Bayan, a nationalist, anti-imperialist

~mass organization which was in the
forefront of the struggle against Mar-
cos.

He characterized the Aquino gov-
ernment as based on a coalition of for-
ces which is inherently unstable. Al-
though the Aquino government has
thus far followed a “liberal course,”
there is also the potential for further
repression, particularly from the mili-
tary wing of the coalition in league
with the remnants of well-financed
Marcos loyalists and U.S. government
intervention.
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Eyewitness account from Manila

He stated that in the area of cease-
fire and negotiations with the New
Peoples Army there are positive indi-
cations but that the basic condition for
negotiations laid down by the NPA is
that they not be required to surrender
their arms. They point out that the
remnants of the fascist dictatorship
still remain, and that fundamental
problems against which they are
struggling remain unresolved.

Conditions for the working class

That afternoon, Elmer Labong, the
Deputy Secretary-General of tHe KMU
reported on the current situation in the
Philippine labor movement. From
1983 to 1986, there were 46 cases of
“savaging” (summary executions) of
workers and organizers. In 1985 alone
there were 45. Although the KMU rec-
ognizes and appreciates the
“democratic space” of the Aquino reg-
ime, certain facts remain, driven by
the economic crisis:

=SS —

_Bayoneta and Ortaliz.
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The minimum wage is 37 pesos (54
including “bonuses” and a cost of liv-
ing allowance [COLA]). One U.S. dol-
lar equals 20 pesos!

Some 80% of the businessmen in the
Philippines (both foreign and domes-
tic) do not adhere to the minimum
wage! In the sugar industries it is as
low as 18 pesos per day; some indus-
Continued on page 10
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Bayan spokesperson Eta Rosales addresses conference.

Shultz praises butcher of Kwangju
U.S. declares full support of south Korean dictator

By Bill Doares

MAY 13 — U.S. Secretary of State
George Shultz paid a 24-hour visit to
south Korea last week in a dramatic
show of U.S. support for one of the
most brutal dictatorships in the world
today, that of Chon Do Hwan. The
Chon regime, Shultz said, “is moving
impressively in the right direction.”

Shultz’s visit comes at a time when
the south Korean dictatorship is being
challenged by a massive and increas-
ingly militant movement for constitu-
tional reform. The past few weeks

have seen hundreds of thousands of

people take to the streets in every
major south Korean city to demand di-
rect presidential elections. Four days
before Shultz’s arrival, tens of thou-
sands of students and workers battled
pohce in the industrial city of Inchon
in defense of their right to demon-
strate.

In an airborne press conference on
the way to south Korea, Shultz con-
demned opponents of the Chon regime
for “inciting violence . . . . Violence is
not tolerated as the democratic way of
changing things,” he lectured.

.He spoke these words only two
weeks before the sixth anniversary of
the 1980 Kwangju Massacre, in which
Chon’s troops slaughtered at least
3,000 students and workers who were
demonstrating for democracy. The
massacre could not have taken place
without U.S. complicity as the entire
south Korean army is under the direct
command of a U.S. general. No other

nominally independent country in the
world has such a blatantly subservi-
ent relationship to Washington.

U.S. troops occupy south Korea

U.S. support for Chon’s regime is not
just a matter of words. It is backed by
some 41,000 U.S. troops, 40 U.S. bases
and over 1,000 nuclear weapons on
Korean soil. Some 71,000 U.S. troops
carried out military maneuvers in
south Korea for three months this
year. The Pentagon also just an-
nounced the transfer of $155 million
worth of military equipment to the
Chon regime.

In his airborne press conference
Shultz claimed that the situation in
south Korea is different “in every con-
ceivable dimension” from that in the
Philippines, where a popular upsurge
forced Washington to end two decades
of support for the bloody Marcos dicta-
torship. The big difference, he said, is
south Korea’s “sensational economic
performance.”

Workers live in poverty

While the south Korean economy
may be “sensational” for U.S. banks
and corporations, who have billions
invested there, it is not so great for
south Korean workers, 75% of whom
live below the government-defined
poverty level. Many are unable to af-
ford housing and live in barracks:like
company dormitories.

South Korea has the longest aver-

WW PHOTO

age work week and the highest rate of
industrial accidents of any country in
the world. Although strikes areillegal,
71 have taken place this year alone.
Two south Korean workers recently
burned themselves to death in protest
against unbearable working condi-
tions. This desperate form of protest
has become almost commonplace in
south Korea in the past few years.

As a result of its dependence on the
U.S. capitalist market, south Korea is
todayin an economic crisis. There has
been a sharp increase in unemploy-
ment and huge shantytowns are grow-
ing on the outskirts of south Korean ci-
ties. There is no social security or un-
employment insurance and the fast-
est-growing industry in south Korea
todayis government-licensed prostitu-
tion. This situation is being exacer-
bated by U.S. pressure to open south
Korea’s markets to a flood of U.S. pro-
ducts and services.

In order to justify U.S. support for
the Chon regime, Shultz dragged out
the old myth that south Korea is in
danger of invasion from socialist
north Korea, which has half the popu- _
lation of the south and has no foreign
troops on its soil. This is the same ex-
cuse used by the Chon regime to jus-
tify its brutal repression.

What Shultz and Reagan really

“fear, however, is the growing anger of

the south Korean people, which is
aimed not only at the Chon regime but
at its backers m Washlng'ton and on
Wall Stxéet. AT P DAY
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Dominican Republic: ‘An increase in protests and struggles’
Workers World interview with representatlve of Socialist Bloc

By Carl Glenn

MAY 1 — A representative of a
"broadly based socialist organization
in the Dominican Republic spoke with

Workers World today describing in op-

timistic terms the prospects for the

struggle against the economic and po-
‘litical crises now afflicting that Carib-

bean nation.

David Ortiz ofthe Blogque Socialista
(Socialist Bloc) began by outlining the
economic situation in his country.

-“The economic crisis of the 1970s pro-
-duced, in the terms of the orthodox
economists, a great imbalance in the
balance of payments. From the point
of view of the International Monetary
Fund, our country spends more thanit
produces. That is to say that it needs
more foreign currency than itis ableto
obtain through exports, tourism, etc.”

To be able to pay the foreign debt,
which is now upwards of $4 billion

i(twice the annual national budget), “it

isniecessary to borrow more in order to
'pay the debt.” The IMF demands
further that the state guarantee these
debts and the still deeper indebtedness
thatis forced upon the Dominican peo-
ple by these banking interests by mak-
ing certain “adjustments.”

IMF austerity measures

“These ‘adjustments’ are not de-
signed to increase production, but to
reduce spending and consumption.
This means real reductions in wages,
cost-of-living raises, the elimination of

government subsidies, cutbacks in so-

.cial programs, and an increase in indi-
rect taxes which affect the workers
and the unemployed the most.

“What this does is to aggravate the
crisis for the poor and working people
and increase the profits of the ruling
elite, of imperialism, and above all, of
the international finance capltahsts

“A former president of the Domini-

can Medical Association stated in:

March that 75% of all patients coming
to hospitals in the Dominican Repub-
lic were suffering from malnutrition.
While the debt continues to grow ever
more unpayable, the misery of the peo-
ple has continued to deepen, unem-
ployment has risen, fundamental so-
cial services in health and education
have deteriorated dramatically” espe-

cially among the poorest layers which
constitute the great majority of the
population. This, he said, puts the
IMF in the position of “an economic
policeman in the service of the eco-
nomic elite.”

Cutbacks have led to fightback

“This has its political and social ef-
fects,” he continued. “There is a social
effervescence, an increase in the pro-
tests and the struggles, which reflects
itself politically. In our view there has
been an advance towards the question-
ing, with increasing clarity, of the sys-
tem of social domination that now pre-
vails in our country.”

At the same time that the protests
have increased, the government rep-
ression has also increased, he said.
“There is a link between the growing
impoverishment of the masses and the
elimination of civil rights and the sus-
pension of constitutional guarantees.
It is in the midst of this situation that
the elections are taking place.”

He went on to describe the two prin-
cipal parties that are taking part in
the upcoming May 15 elections as rep-
resenting-two factions of the ruling
classin the Dominican Republic — the
PRD, the party currently in power and
the party of Balaguer which had been
in power during the preceding 12|
years.

PLD — which, in the view of the
Bloque Socialista, represents the in-
terests of middle layers and the pro-
gressive petty bourgeoisie. The PRD is
running Juan Bosch. “They have
shown themselves to be a strong politi-
cal force because they have managed
to channel a large part of the discon-
tent against the present government
and the fear of the return of the other
party.”

For the labor movement the elec-
tions present a forum to struggle for
the right to strike and to organize —
rights currently denied them.

“Of course, those who are familiar

-with the electoral process in our coun-
itry,” Ortiz continued, “know the de-

gree to which it is manipulated and

.controlled. But in spite of this, the op-

portunity that the people have had to
express themselves in the elections

— Star Wars

Continued from page 1 _

Star Wars. It maintains that no wea-
pons system can make nuclear mis-
siles “impotent and obsolete.” And it
states that to pursue such a mythical
missile shield will simply escalate the
arms race. The whole Star Wars pro-
ject is called “ill-conceived and dan-
gerous.”

The extent of resistance in the scien-
tific community to the war machine is
all the more significant considering
the recent push by the Pentagon teo
completely monopolize basic scientific
research and to frighten opponents
and critics.

This Pentagon push included a
thinly-veiled threat to cut off funds for
research to anyone who speaks out
against the military program. It in-
volved the May 9 formation of a group
of pro-militarist scientists to support
Star Wars research. Also, recent
changes in NASA management re-
flect moves by the military brass to
completely take over the shuttle pro-
gram.

The Defense Department already
controls more than 72% of the feder-
ally supported research and develop-
ment work in the U.S. This makes it a
serious threat when Donald A. Hicks,
Undersecretary of Defense for Re-
search and Engineering, tells Science
86 magazine that he doesn’t see why
he “should make his life easier” for a

critic of the military program.

Commenting on the critics, Hicks
arrogantly added that of course it was
a free country. But “freedom works
both ways. They’re free to keep their
mouths shut ... I'm also free not to
give the money.”

Star Wars opponent Anderson
called Hicks’ statement “a form of
thought control'that is so far from
what has ever been done in the re-
search-granting area that it’s hard to
believe.”

At NASA the military took even
greater control over the space program
as James Fletcher was renamed its
head. Fletcher was singled out last
March for banquet awards by the
American Defense Preparedness As-
sociation for his work helping to de-
velop the Star Wars program. He pro-
mised at the NASA swearing-in cere-
mony last week that “it won’t be long
before we are flying again.”

Itis notable that in all the hearings
involving NASA held since the Jan. 28
Challenger disaster, there has been no
public examination of the relation be-
tween the space program and the mili-
tary. Therole of the generals is consid-
ered classified, secret, closed to the
public.

Yet it is the needs of the Pentagon
that have constantly brought pressure
on NASA to speed up its space shuttle
program. The shuttle is expected to
carry the heavier artificial satellites
that are needed for the Star Wars sys-
tem.

Recent protest in Santo Domingo against U.S.-dominated International
Monetary Fund.

has been a conquest of the popular
struggle and not simply a gift of the
bourgeoisie.

“This right has cost the people much
blood, much struggle and many sacri-
fices.” However, regardless of the out-
come of the elections “there does not
exist any possibility of solution to the
crisis within the framework of the
present system. On the contrary, there

A third party has also emerged, the l can only be a worsening of the crisis.

The Bloque Socialista is not run-
ning in the elections. Instead it is pro-
posing an alternative course, the pro-
gram of a projected “Broad Popular
Front, to assemble the principal de-
mands of the Dominican masses.”
This front would require “a complete
break with the ‘adjustments’ de-
manded by the IMF and would mean a
moratorium of possibly 10 or 20” or
more years in the payment of the for-
eign debt.

Next would be an agrarian reform,
a general wage increase, and mea-
sures taken to reduce the cost of living.
Other aspects of the program include
the guarantee of democracy, and the
organization and participation of the
popular masses in the political life of
the country.

On the international level, the de-

fense of the national sovereignty
would be enshrined as a principle, as
well as the right to develop diplomatic
and commercial relations with social-

ist countries such as the neighboring

island of Cuba. These measures would
form part of the master plan of a
“Government of National Recupera-
tion.”

“To put this in its historical context,
in the early part of the century, North
American imperialism also inter-
vened in the economic life of our coun-
try with the aim, very similar to today,
of guaranteeing the payment of the
foreign debt. The methods used at that
time culminated in a military occupa-
tion which lasted from 1916 to 1924.”

Citing objective and subjective fac-
tors suggesting the approach of a revo-
lutionary situation, he said that the
examples of Cuba and Nicaragua
proved that free people could survive
despite the closeness and belligerence
of U.S. imperialism.

Ortiz described some of the strug-

gles that are now taking place. In the

countryside, there was recently a gen-
eral strike of small farmers who re-
fused to bring their produce to market
in the cities. As a result, the Agricul-
tural Bank was forced to completely
cancel the debts of these farmers.
There was also a partial victory in the
campaign to force the government to
replace the pigs that had been de-
stroyed during the swine-fever epide-
mic.

In the towns and the most economi-
cally depressed areas, new forms of or-

.ganization and a combative spirit

Continued on page 11

— Philippines

Continued from page 9
trial workers earn as low as 10 pesos

‘ per day.

The minimum wage in any case is
below the poverty datum line which
lists 120 pesos per day as the minimum
needed to survive.

From Feb. 7 (the beginning of
“people’s power”) to the end of March,
there were 150 strikes. By April 23
there were 73 strikes in progress, en-
couraged by the new ‘“democratic
space,” and driven by the grinding ec-
onomic crisis.

Labong reported that in discussions
occurring that week with labor minis-
ter Sanchez, the KMU was pushing
the following demands:

1. To stop the IMF/World Bank
-imposed wage freeze

2. The right to self-organization
with formal recognition

3. An unconditional right to strike

4. Abolition of the Pag-ibig fund pro-
gram (a Marcos'scheme to tax workers
for fictitious housing which was never
built) ]

5. Recognition of the rights of Fili-
pino seamen to be treated by interna-
tional standards

6. Pregnancy and maternity bene-

fits of female workers to be restored to

 pre-1972 standards

7. Legislation to prevent discrimina-
tion against women workers. (Labong
noted that women workers are doubly
exploited)

8. The right to organize overseas
workers

9. An investigation of the welfare
funds of sugar workers (which have
been badly mishandled and misap-
propriated)

10. Legislation for the prosecution of
police guilty of human rights viola-
tions on the picket lines.

“We know that these demands will
not be gained without struggle” sald\
Labong. ‘

In her subsequent address to the
May Day rally, President Aquino at-'
tempted to grant some of these de-
mands, although they have not as yet
been made law.

In subsequent sessions of the confer-
ence, meetings were held with political
detainees, representatives of peasant
associations, variousindustry unions,
as well as women’s organizations, or-
ganizations of overseas workers, and
the youth. Delegates were also given
the opportunity to talk to strike and
community organizers and observe
first hand the living and working con-
ditions of the Filipino workers.

Reports on these will be the subjects
of future articles.
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POLITICAL PRISONER BRIEFS | S B E

Indian religious rights.
Native prisoners are waging a
struggle at Oklahoma State Prison
for the basic democratic right to
practice their religion. Currently,
this struggle is centered around
that jail’s hair code, which bans
"long hair and headbands.

Indian prisoners Ben Carnes and
Standing Deer have gotten an in-
junction to prevent the warden from
forcibly cutting their hair for reli-
gious reasons. American Indian re-
ligions require that their hair be
uncut except when they are in
mourning. Said Ben Carnes, “The
attempt to shear our people’s hair
has long been a tactic used to con-
trol and suppress our people.”

In a joint statement, Carnes and
Standing Deer point out that “the
Hair Code is part of a much larger
issue which is the practice of Native
American religion in the prisons of
Oklahoma [where] ... there has
been consistent interference with
the practice of our beliefs.” This
treatment violates the American
Indian Religious Freedom Act, Pub-
lic Law 95-341, passed by Congress
in 1978,

“In other maximum security pri-
sons in this country, Native reli-
gious freedom has been interfered
with by prison officials, but not to
the degree that it has been in Okla-
homa,” the statement explains. A
hearing on the Hair Code has been
re-scheduled for May 30.

Deny Dennis Banks’ appeal.
After a long legal battle, the South
Dakota Supreme Court upheld the
conviction of American Indian
Movement warrior Dennis Banks.
Defense lawyers for Banks tried to
have the 1l-year-old charges of
“riot and assault” overturned on
the basis of errors in the trial.

The charges against Banks re-
sulted in fact from a police riot
against Native people protesting
outside the Custer County Court-
house Feb. 6, 1973. Fearing for his
life, Banks left South Dakota in
1975 to win sanctuary in California
after more than one million people
signed petitions demanding he be
allowed to stay. Banks was forced to
leave California when a reaction-

Capitalist justice. Thomas
Manning, one of the Ohio 7, was
sentenced to 53 years in federal pri-
son last week. His trial in a Man-
hattan courtroom resulted from
charges he was involved in a string
of bombings of corporate offices
which support the South African
regime or military sites involved in
the U.S. war on Central America.
AtManning’s sentencing on May
2, attorney William Kunstler told
the court it was clear that the sent-
ences would be harsh. Kunstler
said, “It is one thing for public offi-
cials to drop an untested and highly
dangerous bomb on a house con-
taining 11 persons, most of them
children, and then have to answer
to no one for their actions; or for

\

ary Governor was installed and
found sanctuary on sovereign
Onandaga territory in upstate New
York. He returned to South Dakota
and was sentenced on Oct. 8, 1984,
to three years in: prison. He was re-
leased on parole last December.

Although the U.S. courts, cops
and prisons are used to hound
American Indian Movement acti-
vists and tie up the precious re-
sources of the movement in long
court battles, support for Dennis
Banks has been strong and will
continue!

" heid or murder and mayhem in Cen-

those against abortion to bomb
clinics where such treatment is
available and, when convicted, re-
ceive sentences of probation; or for
members of the Jewish Defense
League to firebomb 11 Egyptian
diplomatic targets in three states
and be jailed for less than 21
months.

“It is quite another thing,” Kuns-
tler concluded, “to be convicted of
bombings of facilities involved in
the support of South African apart-

tral America.”
)

May 26 actions to
support fight against AIDS

SAN FRANCISCO, May 13 — Mobili-
zation Against AIDS1s organizing ac-
tiens in support of people with AIDS
in over 80 cities and in 10 countries on
Memorial Day, May 26. This is the sec-
ond year that these actions have been
planned, and the number of cities par-
ticipating this year is double that of
1985.

This year, memorials will occur in
every major city in the U.S., and nu-
merous smaller cities such as Des

. Moines, Iowa; Fargo, North Dakota;
Orange County, Calif.; Peoria, I1l.; and
Shreveport, La.; and in Lynchburg,
Va., hometown of Jerry Falwell. Ac-
tions will also occur in Tokyo, Sydney,
London, Paris, Berlin, Oslo and Am-
sterdam.

“We made a special effort to organ-
ize memorials in the more conserva-
tive areas of the country because that
is where discrimination against peo-

ple with AIDS is strongest,” said orga-
nizer Frank Richter. Also new this
year is an effort to have the memorials
reach out beyond the lesbian and gay
community to other communities.

Donations can be sent to Mobiliza-
tion 'Against AIDS, 2120 Market
Street #106, San Francisco, Calif.
94114. For information phone: (415)
431-4660.

In a related development, April 27
marked the six month anniversary of
the ARC/AIDS Vigil at UN Plaza
here. The encampment of people with
ARC and AIDS, including two indi-
viduals continually chained to the
doors of the federal building, conti-
nued to demand: increased AIDS re-
search funding; recognition of severe
ARC as a disabling condition; access
todrugs available in foreign countries;
condemnation of AIDS-related dis-
crimination.

Join us in the strug

gle

Workers World Party (WWP) fights on all issues that face the working class and
oppressed peoples in this capitalist society. All work together in this organiza-
tion—Black and white, Latin, Asian and Native peoples, women and men, young
and old, lesbian and gay, disabled, working, unemployed and students.

If you would like to know more about WWP, or if you would like to join us in these
struggles, contact the branch nearest you:

Atlanta: P.O. Box 424, Atlanta, Ga., 30301 (404) 662-6417.

Baltimore: 424 E. 31 St, Baltimore, Md. 21218 (301) 889-9318

Boston: 295 Huntington Ave., Room 212, Boston, Mass. 02115 (617) 247-1778
Buffalo: 349 Niagara St., Buffalo, N.Y. 14201 (716) 855-3055

Chicago: P.O. Box 6510, Chicago, lll. 60680 (312) 489-3829

Cleveland: 2012 West 25 St., Room 613, Cleveland, Ohio 44113 (216) 861-6154
Detroit: 1947 Grand River, Room 201, Detroit, Mich. 48226 (313) 962-4979
Hartford: P.O. Box 14411, Hartford, Conn. 06114

Houston: P.O. Box 52115, Houston, Texas 77052

Jackson: P.O. Box 8783, Jackson, Miss. 39204

Milwaukee: 150 E. Juneau, Milwaukee, Wisc. 53202 (414) 224-0429

New York City: 46 W. 21 St, New York, N.Y. 10010 (212) 255-0352

Philadelphia: P. O. Box 17116, Philadelphia, Pa. 19105 (215) 734-2088
Rochester: 1060 North St, Rochester, N.Y. 14621 (716) 544-5409

San Antonio: P.O. Box 1504, San Antonio, Texas 78295

San Francisco: 3181 Mission, No. 29, San Francisco, Calif. 94110 (415) 826-4828
Seattle: P.O. Box 2514, Seattle, Wash. 98111 (206) 328-6159

Washington, D.C.: 3221 Mt Pleasant St, NW, Washington, D.C. 20010 (202)
667-3957

Jerry Falwell protested in California. Over 150 people from Los
Gatos, San Jose, and San Francisco, Calif., demonstrated their opposition
to Jerry Falwell speaking in Los Gatos ori May 7 to the right-wing, funda-
mentalist “Coalition for Christians in Government.” Lining the road ap-
proaching the Los Gatos Christian Church were scores of sign-carrying
lesbians and gay men, anti-apartheid and women’s advocates, chanting,
“Jerry Falwell, go away — You’reracist, sexist and anti-gay.” Summing up
the militant solidarity among the demonstrators, one young man from the
San Jose gay community said, ‘“You name it — he’s against it, and we’re
against him!” Falwell supports apartheid in South Africa, wants to quar-
antine people with AIDS and ARC, opposes gay rights, supports censor-
ship, opposes the Equal Rights Amendment, opposes abortion, opposes
sex education, supports school prayer and supports compulsory HTLV III

antibody testing.

—dJ. Marqua;dig

— Dominican
Republic

Continued from page 10

have also emerged. Committees of
Popular Struggle have been organized
on a neighborhood level, general
strikes have been called in which all

-the businesses were shut down, no

traffic moved and the people came out
in the streets expressing their de-
mands.

Ortiz commented on the presence of
a huge U.S. naval armada now on ma-
neuvers in the Caribbean. He pointed

out that the Pentagon was not only
aware of the elections now taking
place in the Dominican Republic and
the need to try to intimidate the
masses and restrain their rising politi-
cal consciousness, but was also con-
cerned that the unfolding revolution-
ary events in Haiti might carry over
into the Dominican Republic. The two
nations share the island of Hispani-
ola.

“Situations such as this,” he con-
cluded, “underline the importance of
the solidarity of the North American
people and their progressive organiza-
tions.”



Global atr support

for Big Mountain resistance

By Hachett
MAY 12 — Recently the national All-
Peoples Congress and People’s Anti-
War Mobilization sent a delegation
which included this writer to a four-
day gathering at the Big Mountain re-
sistance encampment.

The Big Mountain Tribal Elders
Council hosted the gathering with aid
and assistance from the American in-
dian Movement (AIM) and the Big
Mountain Legal Defense/Offense
Committee (BMLD/OC). More than
300 supporters were oriented to new
developments and strategies on build-
ing support for resistance against for-
ced relocation and U.S. intervention
on Dineh and Hopi lands. Public Law
93-531 demands that Native people
here leave their lands by July 7 or be
driven off by the National Guard.

Supporters were strongly encou-

‘raged to continue their efforts in

‘breaking through the media blockade,
to use the documentary movie
“Broken Rainbow,” which deals with
the situation at Big Mountain, as an
organizing tool, to write Congress de-
manding the repeal of PL 93-531 and
to hold regional demonstrations in
front of federal buildings particularly
in Washington, D.C., around the relo-
cation deadline of July 7.

People are asked to build support in
their areas rather than come to Big
Mountain since the people there do not
have the resources to house or feed
large numbers. And since the reloca-
tion will be dragged past the July 7
deadline, supporters and activists are
asked to keep the Dineh and Hopi
struggle alive until victory is certain.

Supporters came from as far away
as West Germany, Italy, New Zealand,
England, Japan, Canada, South and
Central America and the Eastern
U.S., with the largest presence coming
from the California and Pacific coast
area. There were also Native people
representing many nations and
groups.

The four day gathering offered
many lessons for each participant. It
was an enriching experience in the
people’s fight for recognition and sov-
ereignty and their right to self-
determination.

Long Walk of 1830s

Big Mountain is where the Dineh
took refuge during the “Long Walk” in
the 1830s. This was a death walk, the
first removal of the Dineh, and was
commanded by Kit Carson. The U.S.
government implemented a scorched

Some of the traditional Native people who the U.S. government plans to

expel from Big Mountain this summer.

earth policy. It used the military to for-
cibly remove the Dineh and destroyed
plants, a huge peach orchard, medici-
nal herbs. Homes and ceremonial
grounds were left in ruins making the
area unsuitable for habitation.

Now the Dineh have built an en-
campment, a stronghold, where their
ancestors resisted in what is now the
Big Mountain community located in
what has become known as the Joint
Use Area (JUA). Big Mountain,
Teesto, Tonalea, Tiic Yaatoh, Dove
Springs, Cactus Valley, are a few of
the communities facing relocation.

Corporate impact on Native lands

The Navajoland and Hopiland,
when added together, is the size of the
state of West Virginia. It is a vast area
where the eye can see far and where
the sky seems so near to the earth. One
can see the beauty of the land and
understand why the people intend to
safeguard their homes, their medici-
nal plants and the land of which they
are such an integral part. The Dineh
and Hopi, who have shared this land
peacefully for more than a century, do
not intend to be uprooted. Their fight
for independence as nations poses a
' - threat to the U.S. capitalists who

.e now reaping super profits by ex-

ac.ing the wealth of resources from
ineir lands.

-The relocation created by the U.S.
government affects the entire reserva-
tion. When corporations move into an
area it means small boom towns, tract
housing, trailer courts, expanded and
widened roads (for the huge trucks),
fast food restaurants and expensive
7-11 Stores. Want ads appear in the
daily press for positions offering large
salaries as counselors, for social work-
ers to work for the federal relocation
commission “to psychologically pre-
pare those on the list to be relocated
and assist them for an easy
transition.”

Jobs on Navajoland are created by
the mrineral and mining corporations,
and the transport industry — both rail
and trucking jobs or job positions
working for the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs (BIA) or other federal agencies.
The Navajo reservation is surrounded
by stripmines — coal, uranium, huge
natural gas plants, water powered util-
ity plants, hydro-electric dams, ad
nauseam,

The electricity that reaches millions
in the major cities of the Southwest is
generated from a huge hydro plant
that sits on the reservation. In addi-
tion, the coal taken from the land
feeds this power plant. This is wealth
that the U.S. will fight to control.

Capitalist exploitation of the abun-

dant mineral resources around and in-
side Navajoland is evident by merely
driving the streets — roads and high-
ways in the region commonly take
their name from these resources and
are called uranium, iron, gold, copper,
silver, etc.

The U.S. by its intervention and en-
croachment has created the material
conditions that have forced the assim-
ilation of the Dineh and Hopi nations
into the mainstream economic system
based on capitalism. The U.S. are forc-
ing Native people into a lifestyle that
is not only foreign but life threatening.
People are forced into an economic sit-
uation that they have never had to
deal with before. This has led to emo-
tional breakdowns, deaths including
suicides and an increase in the use of
alcohol and drugs.

Independent nations

During the gathering the Dineh tri-
bal elders along with the Hopi from
the second and third mesa held a meet-
ing where they confirmed to organiz-
ers and supporters their 1984 procla-
mation as independent nations and
the legitimate traditional leaders of
their people. They restated many
times that the U.S. and its puppet BIA
tribal councils do not represent them
in any way and the U.S. government
and its agencies work on behalf of the
government and the corporations but
not the people. Recently the Hopi sec-
ond mesa withdrew its village repre-
sentative from the Hopi tribal council
and is backing Big Mountain resis-
tance.

Both the Dineh and Hopi elders, re-
sponding to the new Udall-McCain
compromise bill (which would modify
the resettlement somewhat), stated
that they do not support any reloca-
tion anywhere on their lands. They
jointly agreed to maintain their po-
sition of no compromises in any form
and that PL 93-531, the 1974 Navajo-
Hopi Land Settlement Act must be
stopped altogether. Together they em-
phasized the necessity to continue
building support to stop the reloca-
tion. The elders explained that the
AIM warriors have been invited to
maintain their presence at the en-
campment as long as it takes to stop
the relocation or until the elders deem
it no longer necessary.

Petitions were passed around to de-
mand the stoppage of the military
flights over their lands of planes that
fly low enough to cause sonic-booms.
This, of course, does tremendous dam-
age to the sheep and other livestock.
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