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People’s power shuts
down South Africa!

Insert top left: Cleveland Robinson, Secretary-Treasurer of District 65-United
Auto Workers, which initiated the New York march, and featured speaker Alfred

By Monica Moorehead

JUNE 18 — On the tenth anniversary
of the heroic Soweto youth rebellion,
millions of Black workers conducted a
crippling, massive general strike
against the racist, oppressive apart-
heid regime of South Africa.

According to the June 16 broadcast
of the CBS evening news, 90% of the
6.3 million Black workers in South Af-
rica stayed home — a stunning tribute
“ to the organizational strength of the
revolutionary struggle.

South Africa is once again occupy-

ing the center stage of world attention
as a virtual state of siege in the form of
a national state of emergency has
been imposed upon the super-
oppressed, revolutionary Black
masses by the desperate apartheid rul-
ers.

Speaking in Paris on June 17, Afri-
can National Conress (ANC) leader
Oliver Tambo told anti-apartheid pro-
testers of reports that scores of Black
people attempting to mark Soweto
Day in South Africa had been brutally

Continued on page 4

Nzo, Secretary-General of the African National Congress of South Africa. Soweto
Day protests also took place in San Francisco, Atlanta, Detroit and other cities.
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Inclusion of Chilean torture ship exposes ‘Liberty’ bash

By Sharon Shelton

JUNE 16 — The inclusion in New
York’s highly publicized July 4 flotilla
of a ship used by the fascist Chilean
junta to torture its opponents just
shows what the “liberty” celebration
is all about.

This ship is the 333-foot Esmeralda,
a four-masted vessel being sent to the
U.S. by the bloody Pinochet regime to
participate in the parade of tall ships
past the Statue of Liberty during its
centennial celebration. .

Just over a decade ago, the decks of
the Esmeralda resounded with the
screams of Chilean women and men,
who were subjected to béatings, elec-
tric shock, mock executions and sex-

ual abuse by Pinochet’s henchmen fol- -

lowing the CIA-masterminded coup
that overthrew the progressive Salva-
dor Allende government.

Floating torture chamber

According to Amnesty Interna-
tional, the Esmeralda was turned into
a floating torture chamber the very
day of the coup, Sept. 11, 1973, when 40
men and 72 women were rounded up
and held naked on the ship. Torture
began immediately.

“The fear, the screams, the crying to
the ladies who were detained next to
us cannot be expressed,” one survivor
told Amnesty International. “The sit-
uation was -one of indescribable
chaos. Everywhere there were lamen-
tations.”

The speaker himself underwent re-
peated near drownings, beatings and
electric shocks on board' this “tall
ship” before he was transferred to a
concentration camp elsewhere in
Chile. :

Other testimony showing the horri-
ble recent history of the Esmeralda
comes from Luis Vega Contreras, a
lawyer who worked for the Allende
government. He relates that one man
was tortured so brutally that he
jumped overboard and drowned:

“They would take him out three or
four times a night and bring him back
half unconscious, and his blood would
drip over my back and face,” Con-
treras explains. “I could not dry the
blood because during the days I was
onboard. . .I was either on my back or
facing the floor — with my hands al-
ways behind my back.”

Reagan wants to legitimize
Chilean butchers
Itis the pro-imperialist Pinochet tor-

turers whom the White House seeks to
elevate by inviting the Esmeralda to
join in the chauvinistic orgy being
planned for July 4. But bringing this
symbol of reactionary terror to the so-
called liberty celebration cannot erase
history and give the hated Pinochet
puppet regime legitimacy as Reagan
hopes.

Progressive people the world over,
and especially inside Chile, have not
forgotten for a moment the crimes of
the U.S.-backed Pinochet government.
The presence of the Esmeralda in the
Patriotic extravaganza can only spur
popular anger and reveal the complic-
ity of the U.S. ruling class in the Chi-
lean bloodbath.

Today, despite heroic mass resis-
tance by the Chilean people in the
form of demonstrations, strikes and
rallies, the repression continues. On
April 29, according to the New York
Times, the Chilean military marched
into several poor neighborhoods and
rounded up 7,000 people for
“interrogation.” Ninety-eight of these
people are still being held.

-Amnesty International has ex-
pressed particular concern about the
safety of Ana Luisa Campos Gallardo,
Pablo Cassone Campos, Fernando
Perez Tino and Nelson Alvarado and
his wife, “who arein the custody of the
Central Nacional de Informaciones
(CNI — Chilean secret police). They
are believed to be held at the CNT’s de-
tention center in Santiago, known as
Calle Borgono, where tortureis known
to take place.”

According to Amnesty Interna-
tional’s 1984 book, Torture in the
Eighties, torture still goes on in Chile,
including beatings, rape, sleep depri-
vation and electric shoek. And the tor-
turers have been trained in their meth-
ods by none other than U.S. imperial-
ism.

‘Liberty’ a la capitalism

So it should surprise no one that
Reaganisrolling out the red carpet for
the Chilean butchers, while offering
no such invitations to the poor, the un-
documented, the homeless, Native
people and millions of others who
can’t afford to even get near his ultra-
reactionary “liberty” bash.

This is the U.S. rulers’ idea of lib-
erty: liberty for those who use torture
and repression to defend imperialist
robbery, but not for the masses of poor
and working people, both in the U.S.
and around the world.

Demonstration against this torture ship in New York City in 1976.
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Homeless aren’t welcome
at July 4 celebration

By Bill Del Vecchio
NEW YORK, June 16 — City Parks of-
ficials have told organizers of a protest
of homeless people that they are not
welcome in Battery Park during the
Statue of Liberty celebrations.

The National Coalition for the
Homeless has now gone to court to
force the city to give them a permit to
erect a “symbolic tent city” in the park
for six days prior to the July 4 festival.
President Reagan will be attending
the festival together with hundreds of
thousands of people.

Battery Park was thevery place that
the “Hands Across America” chain
started from. ‘“Hands Across
America” was a corporate-sponsored
charity event in which 5 million peo-
ple joined hands supposedly to raise
money to help the homeless. As long
as the causes of homelessness weren’t
mentioned, the gates of Battery Park
and the entire route across the country
were wide open.

But when an organization speaking

for the homeless themselves wants to
protest the Reagan administration’s
housing cuts and disregard for the
housing crisis, suddenly the gates of
Battery Park are closed. “What they
want is an encampment to promote
their cause and that’s not what the :
parks: are for,” said Parks Commis-
sioner Henry Stern.

Camping will be permitted in city
parks so that people from out-of-town
can still come to the liberty celebration
even though all the hotels are booked.
But protest encampments will be pro- |
hibited so as not to interfere with the
celebration of “liberty and freedom.”

Correction

A headline in last week’s issue incor-
rectly identified eight political prison-
ers recently indicted on federal
charges as the “New York 8.” In fact,
most of the group have been known as

- the Ohio 7, or the United Freedom
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Reagan shoves Supreme Court further right

By Deirdre Griswold
JUNE 18 — Reagan’s surprise ma-
neuver to push the Supreme Court
further to the right points up the thor-
oughly undemocratic character of this
powerful institution.

Yesterday, Reagan held a press con-
ference to simultaneously announce 1)
the resignation of Chief Justice War-
ren Burger, 2) the elevation of Justice
William Rehngquist to be the new chief
justice, and 3) the appointment of
Judge Antomn Scalia to the Supreme
Court. -

All these judges are reactlonary, but
Rehnquist and Scalia are acknow-
ledged by the bourgeois press to be

Hormel strikers build
‘Solidarity City’
JUNE 16 — Striking Hormel workers
in Austin, Minn., are calling upon sup-
porters from across the country tojoin
them for a week of demonstrations
and picketing at the Hormel plant
from June 22 to June 28. The UFCW
Local P-9members are also setting up
a tent city, which they plan to call
“Solidarity City” to “protest the treat-
ment of Hormel strikers and the eco-
nomicdevastation that has hit farm-
ers and workers acrossthenation,” ac-

cording to a P-9 leaflet.

“We are calling upon labor unions,
farm groups, civil rights groups, stu-
dents and other organizations,” says

"P-9“to mobilize thousands of support-
ers and bring cars, trucks, buses and
tractors for a week of protest in Soli-
darity City.” For more information,

| contact Local P-9 at (507) 437-4110.

On The Picketiine

Bethlehem Steel: Vote “no”
sentiment. Workers at the giant
Sparrows Point plant of Bethlehem
Steel report a widespread sentiment
against the recently agreed-to conces-
sions contract, especially among the
4,000 members of Local 2609, the steel

: ﬁn1sh1ng local. Workers are concerned
" that the new concessmnary agree-
‘ment, the third in the current round

after LTV and National, has no provi-
sions for their job security and they

- ‘have little to lose in voting against it.

(

While there has been large capital in-
vestment in steel producing areas of
the plant, the lack of any upgrading in
equipment in the finishing depart-
ments makes them vulnerable to clos-
ing. A third part of the giant plant, the
shipbuilding division, has been virtu-
ally totally closed. This is the plant
that was visited by Khrushchevin the
1950s when' it was shown off as the
most modern in the world.

Homestead to close. As the
United Steel Workers of America
(USWA) is about to open talks with
U.S. Steel, the giant Mellon-controlled
steel corporation, the company is tak-
ing the final measures to put the locks
on the gates to the historic Homestead
works. Homestead was the scene of vi-
olent attacks on the workers move-
ment by the Pinkertons hired as mer-

. cenaries by Andrew Carnegie. It has

seen its Workforce shrink from 8,000 in
1977 to 25 in the shipping department
today. It wasthe scene of an important
rally during the Jesse Jackson elec-
tion campaign in 1984. The mostly
white steelworkers voted for him to en-
dorse a program against plant clos-
ings.

— Louis Napier

more extreme rightwingers .than
Burger. Thus, these moves represent a
sharp shift to the right on a court that
has been closely divided on issues like
abortion and affirmative action.

While Burger said he was leaving
the powerful post of Chief Justice to
head up a commission on the bicenten-
nial of the Constitution, his resigna-
tion seems timed to allow Reagan to
get confirmation of a new Supreme
Court appointee before next fall’s elec-
tions, while the Republicans still con-
trol the Senate.

Supreme Court justices are ap-
pointed for life, giving them enormous

power. No one elects them, nor can

they berecalled. They are accountable
only to the highest circles of the ruling

" By Louis Napier

A Newspaper Guild activist
JUNE 17 — The recent scramble to ac-
quire major new newspaper properties
by some of the largest newspaper
chains reflects a turn in the industry
that may have far reaching conse-
quences for both the workers and the
reading public,

There has been an increasein adver-
tising revenues and a profit surge in
newspaper publishing in the last few
years. The advertising industry is now
seeking networks of newspaper out-
lets to publish their wares after years
of shifting their money away into TV
and the electronic media.

One of the results of th1s surge in
profits has been a mad dash to control
as many major newspapers as possi-
ble, jockeying for position to get a
larger share of the advertising mar-
ket. There have also been increases in
capital investment and automation as
well as some bitter conflicts with the
workers and union busting as publish-
ers seek to pay for these investments
out of the union contracts.

For instance, the Baltimore Sun
newspapers were recently purchased
for $600 million, the highest price ever
paid for a newspaper, by the Los Ange-
les-based Times Mirror. Company.
This purchase extends an empire that
already includes the Los Angeles

class. Their reinterpretation of the
laws passed by Congress can in effect
politically nullify much of what that
elected body decides.

Court not impervious
to mass struggle’

However, even the Supreme Courtis
not impervious to the mass struggle.
Chief Justice Ear]l Warren’s court ac-
quired a liberal reputation because of
its landmark rulings on desegrega-
tion, but these were made in response
to the tremendous struggles of Black
people that began almostimmediately
after World War II. Warren himself
had been a conservative Governor of
California, and is well known for hav-
ing interned people of Japanese de-

Times, New York Newsday, the Den-
ver Post, Hartford Courant, Dallas
Times Herald and several others.

The anti-union Gannett chain has
just spent $300 million on the Louis-
ville newspapers, where a Newspaper
Guild organizing drive began last Jan-
uary. Gannett also recently acquired
the conservative Detroit Evening
News in a further step into the major
city markets. Gannett owns the Roch-
ester and Cincinnati papers as well as
86 other dailies, including the anti-
union and completely unorganized
USA Today, a national paper pro-
duced in the Virginia suburbs of Wash-
ington and printed at Gannett plants

around the country..

In the case of the Detroit Evemng
News the Gannett purchase last win-
ter was followed within a few weeks by
an application for a Joint Operating
Agreement (JOA), an exemption from
anti-trust prosecution by the federal
government made for “financially ail-
ing” newspapers. This would allow
the company to piggy-back news pro-
duction onto a new automated plant
being built by the Knight-Ridder-
owned Detroit Free Press with aloss of
over a thousand commercial and pro-
duction jobs.

The union and community organi-
zations consider the application frau-
dulent and public hearings have been
demanded to stop it. Legal action is
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Secretarial students protest. “We pay $9,175 for our diploma, and
there aren’t even enough typewriters for us to type on.” With these words,
Sondra Muniz explained why she and over 50 fellow students at the
Marketing Training Institute (MTI) had been driven to picket the Brooklyn
business school on June 11 to publicize their plight.

MT!I is one of hundreds of business schools that have sprung up in the
New York area to capitalize on state TAP loans and federal PELL grants
to poor students. Many of these outfits have little or no equipment, but
charge exorbitant fees. MTI, according to the protesters, has 109 type-
writers for 300 secretarial students, but only 30 are in operating order.
Students say they often sit in class with nothing to do.

scent during the war.

Even Burger, who was appointed by
Nixon, did not support him during the
Watergate crisis, when it was clear
that Nixon had become a political 1i-
ability for the ruling class.

Both Rehnquist and Scalia are ex-
pected to press for reactionary rulings
in such areas as abortion rights, affir-
mative action, labor legislation and
muzzling the press. So it is very possi-
ble that in the years ahead, the court
will find itself éven more widely re-
moved from mass pablic'opinien than
in the past. It is highly doubtful, how-
ever, that even the most ideological
rightists on the court will be able to
shut their eyes to an aroused mass
movement.

Banks after newspaper profits

also being taken by the unions.

While one would think that the
higher profits would enable unions to
get better settlements with the pub-
lishers, the monopolization of the in-
dustry has instead emboldened the
publishers to attack the living stan-
dards of the workers. The experience
of the Tribune Co. workers in Chicago
illustrates this trend.

The Tribune Co. brought in armed
guards with vicious attack dogs last
summer and literally drove workers
off their jobs to provoke a strike which
they then turned into a lock-out. They
cancelled the expired contracts, work
rules and safety conditions and job se-
curity built up over years of struggles
by the workers and brought inreplace-
ments at half the previous rate of pay.

The Tribune Co.-owned Daily News
in New York, the largest circulating
paper in the U.S., is thought to be pre-
paring to press unions for concessions
to generate capital for investment in
new presses to compete with Newsday
in the largest market in the country.

Moves to cut circulation
in oppressed communities

Another ominous element of this
further takeover of the newspaper in-
dustry by the’large chains came out
publicly at the recent annual meeting
of the American Newspaper Publish-
ers Association (ANPA), the main
owners group. These national adver-
tisers, along with the banks who are
providing the money for the capital
spending and acquisitions, are pres-
suring newspapers to cut circulation
(and therefore coverage) in areas that
advertisers do not want. Targeted are
the poor communities, particularly the
Black and Latin communities.

This is particularly true in Detroit
where there are thousands left unem-
ployed because of plant closings and
where newspaper production and com-
mercial jobs, which are now to be elim-
inated by the JOA, have been a tradi-
tional source of employment for the
Black and Latin community. This
should provide a broad basis for unity
and common interest by the unions
and community against these attacks.

The Newspaper Guild and other
publishing industry unions plan meet-
ingsinthe weeks ahead as these devel-
opments take over the industry. There
is a crying need for organizing in order
to take on some of these chains.

To accomplish this the unions need
a much closer relationship to the com-
munity and the reading public. They
need to raise issues of mutual interest,
strengthen the union’s hand in bar-
gaining as well as toregain a voice for
the Black, Latin and poor communi-
ties that these chains want to lock out
ofthemedia.. . ... . ... _.
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People’s power shuts down South Africal

Continued from page 1
killed by the apartheid regime.

“There are unconfirmed reports of
massive slaughter in South Africa
yesterday, because people went ahead
with mass demonstrations and
rallies,” Tambo said. “It appears they
were treated to monstrous massacres.”

The South African regime itself ad-
mitted that 11 had been killed.

A rare glimpse of what was happen-
ing inside South Africa on Soweto
Day can be gotten from news that was
leaked out by an American, Jean Dau-
gherty of Durham, N.C., whose
brother was among 250 arrested by
apartheid troopers during a church
service in Elsie’s River, a Black town-
ship near Cape Town.

Besides arresting the entire congre-
gation, including children and babies,
the cops used tear gas to disperse a
large crowd when, in Daugherty’s
words, it “gathered outside and this
escalated into a protest.”

Total press censorship-

Under the repressive martial law de-
cree, news of Soweto Day was whited
out since all press have been prohib-
ited from covering any areas of rebel-
lion, especially in the Black townships,
allowing the South African govern-
ment to censor any film that comes
out.

Of course, the U.S. capitalist press
has barely protested this flagrant viol-

ation of press freedom. Had the decree
taken place in Nicaragua or another
anti-imperialist country the howl from
the U.S. media would have been over-
whelming.

Winnie Mandela, who lives in Sow-
eto, was ordered not to speak to the
press this week and is restricted to her
home from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m. every day
for the duration of the state of emer-
gency. She commented, “It’s just like
being back in prison again.”

Now anyone can be detained with-
out any charges, without bail or a
trial. Security forces havé been given
more freedom to militarily crush any
mass resistanceée against the most
hated of all apartheid symbols — the
police and the army.

U.S. boycotts sanctions conference
During the first day of the decree,
more than a thousand people were ar-
rested, many of them anti-apartheid
activists and leaders. And to date, at
least 31 people have been killed since
the state of emergency was declared
on June 13. The U.S. and other West-
ern imperialist powers have not ut-
tered one substantial outery against
this blatant display of terror. In fact,
the U.S., England and Weést Germany
have boycotted a United Nations-
sponsored international conference
being held this week in Paris to build
support for carrying out comprehen-
sive economic sanctions against
South Africa. European foreign minis-

ters meeting in Luxembourg have also
refused to implement .sanctions
against South Africa.

The Soweto youth uprising, which
signaled a significant turning pointin
the struggle against apartheid, holds
special meaning for the struggling
people of South Africa, a meaning that
the racist minority regime knows all
too well. The apartheid regime had
hoped that the implementation of this
new state of emergency would some-
how dilute the ever-growing swell of
righteous indignation and revolution-
ary defiance that has gripped the
apartheid system for the past two
years, but how wrong they were.

Since September 1984, millions of

* victims of apartheid have been imple-

menting a program of their own under
the political leadership and direction
of the African National Congress
(ANC), the mass, popular movement.
The task at hand has been to render
the apartheid regime ungovernable
and unworkable. The massive general
strike that began today is but one
more important example of wreaking
havoc within the apartheid system.

Growing strength of
trade union movement

There is no doubt that the Botha
government carried out the state of
emergency in order to silence the mas-
sive response to the Soweto rebellion.
But Pretoria is equally concerned with
the growing strength of the young,

emerging Black trade union move-
ment.

This current stayaway is the second
strike that has been organized within
the last six weeks by the Congress of
South African Trade Unions
(COSATU), the recently formed fede-
ration of more than 30 Black trade uni-
ons, numbering some 2.5 million work-
ers. The first strike was held on May 1,
International Workers’ Day, when
two million workers and students
brought the South African capitalist
economy to a grinding halt. This
strike appears to have the same effect
as its predecessor did in May.

CBS Morning News reported June
16 that the streets of central Johan-
nesburg, the major industrialized city,
were nothing more than a ghost town.
Trains, taxis and buses ran empty de- ..
spite the fact that.all telephone lines
entering Soweto were conveniently se-
vered. :

Rand plunges

_ This general strike is adding to the

multiple crises facing the apartheid re-
gime which is on its last legs. The
rand, the South African currency,
reached an all-time low and its value
dropped to a dismal 35.4 cents, a fact

that would make a banker cringe. .
The South African regime is also
facing a growing crisis among its
white youth, a mounting number of
whom are joining the ranks of the
Continued on page 11

Hundreds march on Soweto Day in San Francisco

By Paul Greenberg
OAKLAND, June 14 — People gath-
ered this morning in front of City Hall
for the National March Forward with
the People of South Africa, and to com-
memorate the tenth anniversary of
the Soweto rebellion.

Ellen Musialela of the South West
African Peoples Organization
(SWAPO), and Mosala Mosegomi of
the African National Congress Youth"
Section, led the march of 800 people be-
hind a lead banner reading ‘“Victory
tothe ANC and SWAPO! South Africa
. and Namibia will bé free.”” The march

wound through Oakland to Mosswood
Park for arally. Above the lead banner
marchers held colorful banners in-
cluding a huge ANC flag and logos of
Umkhonto We Sizwe and SWAPO.

Then came hundreds of people wav-
ing ANC flags, playing percussion in-
struments, chanting and cheering.’
People from. the community waved
and joined in all along the march route
through Oakland’s Black neighbor-
hood. The march was thoroughly
miltinational. About-40% of the pro-
testers were Black and another 10-20%
Latin, Asian and Native.

Mosegomi addressed the rally say-
ing, “Botha can no longer rule South
Africa in the way it used to be. South
Africa is ungovernable.” He criticized
those who say sanctions against
apartheid will only cause more suffer-
ing. “We are the people who are

. dying,” he said. “We have been suffer-
ing for a long time.”

“The South African government is
at the site of its own grave,” said Mose-
gomi. “We need you to give it just a lit-
tle push. Then we will invite you to the
funeral”” he continued. “There is no
amount of water that can drown our
revolution. There is no amount of fire
that can burn our desire for freedom!”

Apartheid army uses Ford, GM trucks
Musialela of SWAPO said, “We

march with the ANC to crush apart-

heid!” On the subject of the contra

‘UNITA mercenaries,
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Lead banner in the Oakland Soweto Day march of 800.

she said
“Reagan is not giving to Savimbi, he
is giving to apartheid South Africa.”
Calling for U.S. sanctions she said,
“Watch the news — you will see the
army using Ford and GM trucks to
chase our people.” She concluded, “I
am going back to my country to the
trenches until our flag is raised in
Windhoek.”

Johnny Stevens of the All-Peoples
Congress and rally co-chair, said that
the people of Soweto ten years ago op-
ened a new front against fascism. He
spoke of the development of Umk-
honto We Sizwe, the United Demo-
cratic Front and the May 1 general
strike. “We stand with Soweto. We

have a role in Oakland, New York and
the other cities to form a new front, a
national mobilization against apart-
heid.”

Rally co-chair Essie Mormon of the
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists
spoke of the role of union workers in
organizing against apartheid, includ-
ing the International Longshoremen’s
and Warehousemen’s Union, Local 10,
which is boycotting South African
cargo. Mormon added, “We believe in
the destruction of apartheid. Victory
to the ANC!”

Julie LaRiva of the All-Peoples Con-
gress called for uniting the move-
ments against racism, sexism, les-
bian/gay oppression and war with the
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anti-apartheid movement. Attacking
the phony Reagan scheme to “reform”
apartheid, she asked, “Who wants a
better form of slavery except the slave
owners?” She called for the total de-
struction of apartheid.

Other speakers included Leo Robin-
son, chair of Southern Africa Solidar-
ity Committee-ILGWU Local 10, and
Floyd Westerman, AIM activist and
Lakota singer.

The organizations convening the
action were the Bay Area Free South
Africa Movement, the Coalition of
Black Trade Unionists, San Francisco
Anti-Apartheid Commiitee and the
Southern Africa Freedom Committee
of the All-Peoples Congress. .
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The revolutionary perspective in South Africa:

By Sam Marcy

JUNE 16 — What motivated the racist
Botha regime toimpose what can only
be regarded as the most Draconian,
harshest measures against the
masses? Viewed from almost any
angle, the state of emergency consti-
tutes a fascist, totalitarian solution to
the acute erisis, which the Pretoria re-
gime is unable to control by any other
measures than the use of brutal force
and naked military power.

Was the motivation merely to meet .

the “threat of violence,” which was

supposed to 6¢cur on a mass seale on
Soweto Day? Was it only in anticeipa- -,
tion of the general strike, which surely -

was an enormous factor in the calcula-
tions of the racist authorities?

Of course, all this may have consti-
tuted part of their motivation. But
there was something else, something
which the bourgeois press thus far has
given noinkling of. Itis the emergence
of a most-extraordinary phenomenon
which has terrified the Pretoria au-
thorities.

ANC leader defines dual power

As Oliver Tambo, the President of
the African National Congress, put it
in an interview recently, “The people
have created something unknown in
the history of South Africa: dual
power. Side by side with government
authority, there is the authority of the
people” (World magazine, June 12).

Strange as it may seem, the bour-
geois press has been forced to con-
demn the apartheid regime, while
some of the imperialist governments,
including the U.S. havehad toimpose

saine eeonomic restrictionsr-wominal-

though they may be. Although they
have hated to do it, théy have been
compelled to go through with a series
of processes which cannot but be inter-
preted as helping to undermine the
Botha regime. They do it not because
they want to, but because of the ex-
treme pressure being exerted all over
the world, and in particular by the
South African masses.

Nevertheless, it is this emergence of
dual power which is the single most
significant development and which
must engage the attention of theimpe-
rialist bourgeoisie, including first of
all the Pretoria fascist rulers.

People have set up their own authority
- Dual power is the most severe symp-
tom of a regime in social crisis. It at-
~ tests to the fact that one power, the
Pretoria fascist rulers, can no longer
govern over the other power, the mass
of the people, who have set up their
own self-governing authority.
ANC leader Tambo describes dual
_ power in South Africa this way: “Side
"by side with government authority,
there is the authority of the people.
“About 30 districts have ceased to be
governed by Pretoria. The people are
governing themselves: they have their
own police force; their own system of
,justice; they administer their own af-
fairs. Pretoria can no longer govern
these areas, they can only occupy
them. :
“In some districts, the police can
only enter in armored cars; in others

they are completely out. It is the begin-

ning of a process of the transfer of
power to the people.

- “The movement against apartheid
embraces people from every section of
the population — workers, the reli-
gious community, students and oth-
ers. The workers’ trade unions have
marched victoriously from one strike
action to another in ever-growing
numbers. Late last November, the
Congress of South African Trade Uni-
ons came into being, adding a power-

ful force to the fight to overthrow
apartheid.

“That is why the Botha regime is in
political crisis: they have no answer to
what is happening. So this is quite an
achievement for the struggle. But the
objective is not just to make these
areas ungoverhable, but to have the
whole country governed ultimately by
the majority of South Africans.”

Dual power usually arises between
two ‘socially antagonistic classes, re-

selves to the old way, that they have
awakened to revolutionary conscious-
ness. . . . The masses show no disposi-
tion to cave in under the pressure. On
the contrary, the movernent of the op-
pressed is gathering momentum. This
certainly is a prerequisite of a revolu-
tionary situation.”

Only yesterday Reagan revised his
assessment of the crisis and categor-
ized it as civil war. However, he delib-
erately tried to confuse the issue of

-
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In every great revolution, the people have set up their own voluntary self-
governing organs of authority while rejecting the authority of the old
repressive state apparatus. This is now happening in South Africa.

flecting profound -and irreconcilable
class antagonisms and property rela-
tions. In South Africa it appears (but
only appears) to be between two na-
tions or races. Butin reality, if it is ulti-
mately carried to its logical conclu-
sion, it will amount to a transfer of
power from the bourgeois class to the
class of the exploited and oppressed.

Reaganites change assessment

Just a year ago, the assessment of
the ruling class here was that there
was no revolutlonary or pre-
revolutionary crisis in South Africa.
As we wrote last summer (Workers
World, Aug. 8, 1985), the Reagan ad-
ministration had “issued an intelli-
gence report which has the double 6b-
jective of sowing confusion in the anti-
apartheid movement and at the same
time assuring the giant U.S. corpora-
tions in South Africa that their invest-
ments are safe from a revolutionary
onslaught by the masses. . . .

“The CIA report tries to console the
U.S. imperialist investors as well as
others in South Africa that the situa-
tion will ‘blow over’ because the
masses ‘have no arms and therefore
thereisnowhereit can really go.’It’'sa
classic error of the police mind in ob-
serving the process of revolution.

“Where has there ever been a revolu-
tionary class, where has there ever
been a people in continual rebellion de-
termined to overthrow their oppres-
sors, who have not found the arms nec-
essary to achieve their liberation?”

As we wrote at that time, “The
masses are certainly proving day by
day that they will not resign them-

civil war by fraudulently bringing up
the so-called tribal struggle, whereas
in reality the tribal struggle is con-
ducted and instigated by the Botha re-
gime. The civil war is a war of the ra-
cist regime against the mass of the
people. It had been going on for a con-
siderable period before Reagan and
his advisors suddenly discovered it on
the eve of the Soweto commemoration.

Engels on a revolutionary state

In his classic analysis of “The Ori-
gin of the Family, Private Property
and the State,” Frederick Engels
listed, as one of the fundamental char-:
acteristics of the state in revolution-
ary transition, the establishment of
the self-governing authority of the
people. This means the replacement of

Dual power and beyond

the repressive forces of the old state,
based upon compulsion and violence,
by a new state based on the voluntary
rule of the people.

In all the great classical revolutions,
which were preceded first by a deep
and profound social crisis that split so-
ciety into two warring camps, the
question of authority, of sovereignty,
became the principal issue. And as the
crisis grew and became more acute,
the sovereignty which had been of a
homogeneous character was split and
anew authorlty arose to challenge the
old. i

This was so during the great French
Revolutiori. The authority of the
Estates General, whose sovereignty
embodied the royal power, was chal-
lenged by the Third Estate, the Na-
tional Assembly, embodying the new
power of the bourgeoisie against the
feudal lords. In the English Revolu-
tion, it was the Parliament versus'the
authority of the Crown.

The Russian Revolution was smgu
larly significant in that upon the fall
of the czarist regime, a situation of
dual power arose. There was the Ke-
rensky regime, representing the old
bourgeoisie and landlords, and the
new authority embodied in the self-
governing, popular councils of work-
ers, peasants and soldiers (soviets). In
all the important anti-imperialist and
socialist revolutions of the contempor-
ary period, the thrusting up of popular
organs of power has led to a period of
two contending centers of authority, a
temporary situation which could only
be resolved by revolution or counter-
revolution.

In its fundamental features, this is
what is emerging today in South Af-
rica. As Oliver Tambo puts it, “The
struggle is not just to make Pretoria
ungovernable but to have the whole
country governed ultimately by the
majority of South Africans.”

In the meantime, no matter what vi-
olence, no matter what ruthless mea-
sures the fascist authorities resort to,
the masses of people have achieved a
historic victory in that they have
achieved the creation of their own self-
governing organs. The people are gov-
erning themselves. They have their
own police force, their own system of
justice; they administer their own af-
fairs. This is the emergence of a real
people’s government.

It is because of this that the fascist
authorities have mobilized their bru-
tal military and police forces. It is this
that they want to destroy before it
fully matures.

It is not sporadic, spontaneous vio-
lence against the oppressors; it is the
emergence of a progressive new social
and political system. Every class-
conscious worker, every progressive
person, should work to support this
new historic achievement of the South
African people in every way possible.

New York Soweto Day protest.
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Central Park rally hears
ANC Secretary-General Nzo

By Deirdre Griswold

NEW YORK, June 14 — The deter-
mined and unshakeable intention of
the South African masses to effectuate
the overthrow of the fascist Botha re-
gime was conveyed to today’s anti-
apartheid rally in Central Park by Al-
fred Nzo, the Secretary General of the
African National Congress of South
Africa.

Nzo’s organization is banned in
South Africa and its leader, Nelson
Mandela, has been imprisoned for
over 25 years. Nevertheless, as the
struggle has surged forward in recent
years the ANC has emerged as the un-
deniable core of leaders to whom the
peoplelook for an uncompromising re-
sistance to the brutal rule of apart-
heid.

For two years, Nzo told the giant
rally, “the people of South Africa have
been in revolt against the apartheid
regime. Thisincludes all sectors of the
oppressed population, who are sup-
ported by a good number of whites:.

“The puppet structures of local ad-
ministration have collapsed. They
have been replaced by organs of popu-
lar power, people’s committees and
courts. The demand of the Freedom
Charter that the people must govern is
being implemented by the people
themselves.

“Umkhonto we Sizwe, the people’s
army, has grown immeasurably.

“The United Democratic Front has
become the coordinator with all the
democratic forces in the country, while
the Congress of South African Trade
Unions now commands a membership
of two and a half million.

“The regime’s repressive actions
have had the effect of forcing the peo-
ple to adopt more efficient forms of or-
ganization.”

“The wealth will belong to the people’

While the growth in influence of the
ANC has been demonstrated in the
tremendous resistance struggle of the
past few years, the organization has
been fighting for many decades and
has developed a comprehensive pro-
gram for the revolutionary transfor-
mation of South African society.

Nzo explained the objectives of this
struggle:

“Our revolution intends to build a
unitary, democratic central state
-where each person shall have theright
to vote for the government. The wealth
of the country will be the property of

all the people. If this makes anyone
conclude that the ANC is terrorist, we
advance no apologies to anyone.”
The Reagan administration, which
cloaks its gangster-like attacks on op-
pressed countries in the guise of “anti-

terrorism,” talks only of peaceful per-

suasion when it comes to the fascist
apartheid regime. This policy, euphe-
mistically called “constructive eng-
agement,” has been rejected by the
people of South Africa and all their al-
lies, said Nzo, as ‘“a maneuver giving
succor and support to Botha and
Malan.

“One of the first acts of the Reagan
administration,”’ recalled Nzo, “was to
declare South Africa a friend of the
U.S.” He accused the U.S. of support-

. ing both UNITA in Angola and the

MNR in Mozambique, mercenary ar-

~ mies that coordinate their attacks on

these progressive Black governments
with the South African military.

“The Botha regime,” he said,
“obstructs all efforts to resolve the
conflict peacefully, including the re-
lease of the leader of the ANC, Nelson
Mandela. The apartheid regime is not
serious in seeking a peaceful solution.
Itis comfortablein the knowledge that
should the international community
try to take concrete measures against
it, the U.S. and Britain will come to its
defense.” Nzo also singled out West
Germany and Japan as partners in
this imperialist effort to prop up the
apartheid regime.

The leader of the South African
struggle expressed his confidence that
the Paris international conference on
sanctions, which opens this week,

would adopt “clear positions’ on eco-
nomic pressure against the Botha re-
gime, and called on the rally to “send
an unequivocal message urging the
adoption of sanctions” to the confer-
ence.

Referring to a “debate in the corri-
dors of the U.S. Congress” on adopt-
ing measures against South Africa
such as a ban on imports, Nzo said
“We deeply appreciate all efforts and
initiatives and hope that appropriate
legislation will be taken.”

The ANC leader praised the
“determination and resilience of the
front-line states,” which have been
under direct military attack from
South Africa, and the support of the
Non-Aligned Movement and the Or-
ganization of African Unity.

‘Botha can’t solve crisis’

Returning to the seriousness of the
crisis, he emphasized that “Apartheid
can no longer paper over the cracks.
The Botha regime is incapable of re-
solving the crisis. More and more
whites are finding a reliable home in
the mass democratic movement.

“Many people in the U.S. are adopt-
ing our struggle as their own cause.
The youth in the universities and out-
side are spending their youthful ener-

‘gies in divestment campaigns that

spread fear in the racist rulers.

“This mammoth rally is concrete
proof of that reality. We shall not be-
tray your trust and confidence. We are
determined to pursue our revolution-
ary struggle until the dawning of the

Continued on page 10

Atlanta remembers Soweto

ATLANTA, June 16 — A meeting last
night and a militant demonstration
here today commemorated the tenth
anniversary of the Soweto uprising.

Last night, 125 people heard Fred
Dube from the African National Con-
gress, Richard Ray, president of the
Atlanta Labor Council, E.T. Kehrer,
southern director, Civil Rights De-
partment of the AFL-CIO and Louise
Covington of the U.S. Out of Southern
Africa Network.

Kehrer gave a strong statement of
solidarity with the workers of South
Africa. Covington explained the herit-

|
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|
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Do in.l have asu bscription? Workers World newspaper was sold

to thousands of participants at the June 14 anti-apartheid protest. Many
were attracted to the “Soweto anniversary special supplement,” and 131
demonstrators bought subscriptions to the newspaper. Heather Carrin
was typical of the many young people who saw Workers World for the first
time and purchased an eight-week introductory subscription for $1. “You
don’t get much news from South Africa in Closter, New Jersey,” she said.

“I want to keep in touch.”

age of struggle the youth of South Af-
rica have.

Today, a multi-national demonstra-
tion of 125 people took to the streets in
solidarity with the general strike in
South Africa. The Black and white,
young and old crowd heard David
Ndaba from the ANC give a stirring
talk on the current fight against apart-
heid. Tandi Geabasche of the Georgia
Coalition for Divestment explained
the meaning of Soweto. Also speaking
was Sidney Hill from the United Mine-
workers Union and State Representa-
tive Tyrone Brooks, who has intro-
duced divestment legislation into the
Georgia Assembly. A proclamation
from the mayor’s office declared today
“Soweto Day.” The U.S. Out of South-
ern Africa Network of PAM/APC was
a major organizer of both activities.

Detroit rally for
African freedom

A spirited Soweto Day ecommemora-
tion and rally was held at Belle Isle
Band Shell on June 14, drawing
about 500 people. Speakers from the

. ANC and SWAPO were joined by |
unionists, community organizers |
and others to denounce apartheid
South Africa. The rally, called by
the Southern Africa Freedom Com- |
mittee of the All-Peoples Congress,
also featured a youth speakout
where high school and even grade |
school students told the crowd how
they felt about racism in South
Africa and here. Checks totaling
$1,500 were donated to the two liber-
ation group representatives from
sale of T-shirts in Detroit and
Pontiac.
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Some of the many contingentsin t
Soweto Day march.
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By Robert Dobrow
NEW YORK, June 14 — It was the larg-
est anti-apartheid protest yet in the
United States.

A crowd, which march organizers
estimated from the stage at 90,000 but
later said was 140,000 strong, rallied
in Central Park to remember the
Soweto Uprising and demand freedom
for South Africa and Namibia. The
demonstration was initiated by Dis-
trict 65, United Auto Workers.

Ten years ago, on June 16, the chil-
dren of the Black township of Soweto
outside Johannesburg electrified the
world when they marched into the
streets, defied the murder weapons of
the racist police and began a new
phase in the struggle of the oppressed
South African masses to overthrow
the apartheid regime.

“Remember Soweto!” “Long live
Soweto!” ‘“Avenge Soweto!”’ they
chanted today. Some protesters held
up pictures of the young martyrs of
that uprising. Many of the protesters
who came out today were not only
against apartheid, they were for the
- victory of the liberation forces in
southern Africa and specifically they
declared their solidarity with the Afri-
can National Congress of South Af-
rica (ANC) and the South West Afri-
can Peoples Organization of Namibia
(SWAPO).

This hot, sunny Saturday began
early as demonstrators gathered at
three sites across Manhattan to pre-
pare to march to the central rally. In
Harlem, at the UN and in the predomi-
nantly Latin East Harlem site people
from all walks of life, many with
homemade signs, others carrying
hand instruments, joined together
and chanted “Freedom yes, apartheid
no!” “Reagan, Botha, you can’t hide,
we charge you with genocide!” and
“Free Mandela, death to apartheid,”
referring to the imprisoned leader of
the ANC.

10,000 march from Harlem

Some 10,000 protesters marched
from the Black community in Harlem.
Another 500 from East Harlem. The
group from the UN was led by young
militants of the ANC who set the spirit
and tone for the whole demonstration
with their smiling but strong faces
and theéir non-stop chanting and clap-
ping from beginning to end.

What had to impress any onlooker
today was the breadth and scope of the
protest. The crowd was half Black.

People carried signsidentifying them
selves as “hardhats against racism,’
“parking meter collectors against
apartheid,” ‘““‘gay men against
racism.”

Pennsylvania labor had a conting-
ent as did almost every major union in
the New York area. There were govern-
ment employees, teamsters and hospi-
tal and transit workers. Marching be-
hind union standards were electri-
cians, furriers and teachers. AT&T
strikers came from midtown Manhat-
tan. And striking meat packers made
the trip from Austin, Minn., to declare
their solidarity with Black labor in
South Africa. (See related article on
labor support.)

A large contingent from the U.S.
Out of Southern Africa Network of
the APC/PAM, with their 10-foot
high, brilliantly colored anti-
apartheid banners, was cheered along
the route of march. This contingent
raised chants linking all the struggles
of the oppressed, from South Africa
and Namibia to the Philippines and
Nicaragua, to the struggle of Native
people here.

Huge New York June 14
protest blasts apartheid

When marchers passed the U.S. mis-
sion to the United Nations they
stopped, pointed and chanted “U.S.
out!” Banks and corporations along
the march route that invest in South
Africa were also noted.

Every college in the New York area
was represented. And buses and vans
pulled in from throughout New Eng-
land and the mid-Atlantic and from as
far away as Atlanta, Ga., and Toledo,
Ohio.

There were seasoned anti-apartheid
fighters at this protest. But, perhaps
more significantly, there were many
thousands who marched for their first
time. Some didn’t know the exact
meaning of the word apartheid, others
weren’t sure who Oliver Tambo was or
what precisely happened in Soweto.
But they knew they were against ra-
cism. They knew that what the Rea-
gan administration was doing with its
back-handed support to Pretoria was
wrong. And they wanted to march and
take a stand against oppression.

(See related article on the speakers
at the Central Park rally.)

Union members tell why
they marched on June 14

By Veronica Golos

NEW YORK, June 14 — Electricians
and airline attendants, bus drivers
and transit workers, hospital and
nursing home aides and nurses, cleri-
cal workers, furriers, teachers and
communication workers were among
the tens of thousands who marched to
Central Park here today to protest the
racist apartheid regime in South Af-
rica.

Some of these workers’ reasons for
being there were especially moving:
“My grandfather was a slave,” said
Nebraster Bowman from AFSCME
District 33, Philadelphia. “You know
why I’'m here.”

“To stand up, to protest, to add my
voice,” Devorah Montgomery said. A
traveler electrician from IBEW Local
130, New Orleans, Montgomery joined
a sizable transportation workers’
contingent which marched from 47th
Street.

At the site, Susan and Karen Lantz,
IFFA member and Vice President of
the TWA flight attendants, under-

~ scored the pressing need for unity

which their union so well exemplified.
“When we talk about solidarity,”
Susan said, ‘“‘we mean solidarity with
all the workers.” Among those in the
transportation contingent were mili-
tant Greyhound Local 1202 and a
large number of transit workers from
TWU Local 100, many of whom had
just come off the night shift early that
morning.

AFSCME Local 420 led the 10,000
marchers from Harlem, proudly wear-
ing union T-shirts with anti-apartheid
slogans. Philadelphia Labor Against
Apartheid, a coalition of over 20 uni-
ons from that city, brought many peo-
ple —many of whom had participated
in the Philadelphia February 15 Na-
tional March Against Racism.

‘None of us is free
till all of us are free’

CWA workers came, wearing “Boy-
cott Hormel” tags and carrying “Free
Nelson Mandela” signs. “None of usis

Continued on page 11
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Central Park rally hears
ANC Secretary-General Nzo

By Deirdre Griswold

NEW YORK, June 14 — The deter-
mined and unshakeable intention of
the South African masses to effectuate
the overthrow of the fascist Botha re-
gime was conveyed to today’s anti-
apartheid rally in Central Park by Al-
fred Nzo, the Secretary General of the
African National Congress of South
Africa.

Nzo’s organization is banned in
South Africa and its leader, Nelson
Mandela, has been imprisoned for
over 25 years. Nevertheless, as the
struggle has surged forward in recent
years the ANC has emerged as the un-
deniable core of leaders to whom the
people look for an uncompromising re-
sistance to the brutal rule of apart-
heid.

For two years, Nzo told the giant
rally, “the people of South Africa have
been in revolt against the apartheid
regime. This includes all sectors of the
oppressed population, who are sup-
ported by a good number of whites.

“The puppet structures of local ad-
ministration have collapsed. They
have been replaced by organs of popu-
lar power, people’s committees and
courts. The demand of the Freedom
Charter thatthe people must governis
being implemented by the people
themselves.

“Umkhonto we Sizwe, the people’s
army, has grown immeasurably.

“The United Democratic Front has
become the coordinator with all the
democratic forces in the country, while
the Congress of South African Trade
Unions now commands a membership
of two and a half million.

“The regime’s repressive actions
have had the effect of forcing the peo-
ple to adopt more efficient forms of or-
ganization.”

‘The wealth will belong to the people’

While the growth in influence of the
ANC has been demonstrated in the
tremendous resistance struggle of the
past few years, the organization has
been fighting for many decades and
has developed a comprehensive pro-
gram for the revolutionary transfor-
mation of South African society.

Nzo explained the objectives of this
struggle:

“Our revolution intends to build a
unitary, democratic central state
-where each person shall have theright
to vote for the government. The wealth
of the country will be the property of

all the people. If this makes anyone
conclude that the ANC is terrorist, we
advance no apologies to anyone.”

The Reagan administration, which
cloaks its gangster-like attacks on op-
pressed countries in the guise of “anti-
terrorism,” talks only of peaceful per-
suasion when it comes to the fascist
apartheid regime. This policy, euphe-
mistically called “constructive eng-
agement,” has been rejected by the
people of South Africa and all their al-
lies, said Nzo, as “a maneuver giving
succor and support to Botha and
Malan.

“One of the first acts of the Reagan
administration,” recalled Nzo, “was to
declare South Africa a friend of the
U.S.” He accused the U.S. of support-
ing both UNITA in Angola and the
MNR in Mozambique, mercenary ar-

-~ mies that coordinate their attacks on

these progressive Black governments
with the South- African military.

“The Botha regime,” he said,
“obstructs all efforts to resolve the
conflict peacefully, including the re-
lease of the leader of the ANC, Nelson
Mandela. The apartheid regime is not
serious in seeking a peaceful solution.
Itis comfortable in the knowledge that
should the international community
try to take concrete measures against
it, the U.S. and Britain will come to its
defense.” Nzo also singled out West
Germany and Japan as partners in
this imperialist effort to prop up the
apartheid regime.

The leader of the South African
struggle expressed his confidence that
the Paris international conference on
sanctions, which opens this week,

would adopt “clear positions” on eco-
nomic pressure against the Botha re-
gime, and called on the rally to “send
an unequivocal message urging the
adoption of sanctions” to the confer-
ence.

Referring to a ““debate in the corri-
dors of the U.S. Congress” on adopt-
ing measures against South Africa
such as a ban on imports, Nzo said
“We deeply appreciate all efforts and
initiatives and hope that appropnate
legislation will be taken.”

The ANC leader praised the
“determination and resilience of the
front-line states,” which have been
under direct military attack from
South Africa, and the support of the
Non-Aligned Movement and the Or-
ganization of African Unity.

‘Botha can’t solve crisis’

Returning to the seriousness of the
crisis, he emphasized that “Apartheid
can no longer paper over the cracks.
The Botha regime is incapable of re-
solving the crisis. More and more
whites are finding a reliable home in
the mass democratic movement.

“Many people in the U.S. are adopt-
ing our struggle as their own cause.
The youth in the universities and out-
side are spending their youthful ener-

‘glies in divestment campaigns that

spread fear in the racist rulers.

“This mammoth rally is concrete
proof of that reality. We shall not be-
tray your trust and confidence. We are
determined to pursue our revolution-
ary struggle until the dawning of the

Continued on page 10

Atlanta remembers Soweto

ATLANTA, June 16 — A meeting last
night and a militant demonstration
here today commemorated the tenth
anniversary of the Soweto uprising.

Last night, 125 people heard Fred
Dube from the African National Con-
gress, Richard Ray, president of the
Atlanta Labor Council, E.T. Kehrer,
southern director, Civil Rights De-
partment of the AFL-CIO and Louise
Covington of the U.S. Out of Southern
Africa Network.

Kehrer gave a strong statement of
solidarity with the workers of South
Africa. Covington explained the herit-

Do you have a subscription? Workers World newspaper was sold
to thousands of participants at the June 14 anti-apartheid protest. Many
were attracted to the “Soweto anniversary special supplement,” and 131
demonstrators bought subscriptions to the newspaper. Heather Carrin
was typical of the many young people who saw Workers World for the first
time and purchased an eight-week introductory subscription for $1.“You

don’t get much news from South Africa in Closter New Jersey,” she said. |

“T want to keep in touch .

age of struggle the youth of South Af-
rica have.

Today, a multi-national demonstra-
tion of 125 people took to the streets in
solidarity with the general strike in
South Africa. The Black and white,
young and old crowd heard David
Ndaba from the ANC give a stirring
talk on the current fight against apart-
heid. Tandi Geabasche of the Georgia
Coalition for Divestment explained
the meaning of Soweto. Also speaking
was Sidney Hill from the United Mine-
workers Union and State Representa-
tive Tyrone Brooks, who has intro-
duced divestment legislation into the
Georgia Assembly. A proclamation
from the mayor’s office declared today
“Soweto Day.” The U.S. Out of South-
ern Africa Network of PAM/APC was
a major organizer of both activities.

Detroit rally for |
African freedom

| A spirited Soweto Day commemora-
tion and rally was held at Belle Isle
Band Shell on June 14, drawing
about 500 people. Speakers from the
ANC and SWAPO were joined by
unionists, community organizers
and others to denounce apartheid
South Africa. The rally, called by
the Southern Africa Freedom Com-
mittee of the All-Peoples Congress,
also featured a youth speakout
where high school and even grade
school students told the crowd how
they felt about racism in South
Africa and here. Checks totaling
$1,500 were donated to the two liber-
ation group representatives from
sale of T-shirts in Detroit and

| Pontiac.

WW PHOTOS: CHRIS ANTHONY, PADDY

Some of the many contingentsin t
Soweto Day march.




DDY COLLIGAN, SUSAN ROTGARD

n the New York

Workers World/June 26, 1986 Page 7

Huge New York June 14
protest blasts apartheid

\

By Robert Dobrow

NEW YORK, June 14 — It was thelarg-
est anti-apartheid protest yet in the
United States.

A crowd, which march organizers
estimated from the stage at 90,000 but
later said was 140,000 strong, rallied
in -Central Park to remember the
Soweto Uprising and demand freedom
for South Africa and Namibia. The
demonstration was initiated by Dis-
trict 65, United Auto Workers.

Ten years ago,; on June 16, the chil-
dren of the Black township of Soweto
outside Johannesburg electrified the
world when they marched into the
streets, defied the murder weapons of
the racist police and began a new
phase in the struggle of the oppressed
South African masses to overthrow
the apartheid regime.

“Remember Soweto!” “Long live
Soweto!” ‘“Avenge Soweto!” they
chanted today. Some protesters held
up pictures of the young martyrs of
that uprising. Many of the protesters
who came out today were not only
against apartheid, they were for the
victory of the liberation forces in
southern Africa and specifically they
declared their solidarity with the Afri-
can National Congress of South Af-
rica (ANC) and the South West Afri-
can Peoples Organization of Namibia
(SWAPO).

This hot, sunny Saturday began
early as demonstrators gathered at

‘three sites across Manhattan to pre-

pare to march to the central rally. In
Harlem, at the UN and in the predomi-
nantly Latin East Harlem site people
from all walks of life, many with
homemade signs, others carrying
hand instruments, joined together
and chanted “Freedom yes, apartheid
no!” “Reagan, Botha, you can’t hide,
we charge you with genocide!” and
“Free Mandela, death to apartheid,”
referring to the imprisoned leader of
the ANC.

10,000 march from Harlem

Some 10,000 protesters marched
from the Black community in Harlem.
Another 500 from East Harlem. The
group from the UN was led by young
militants of the ANC who set the spirit
and tone for the whole demonstration
with their smiling but strong faces
and théir non-stop chanting and clap-
ping from beginning to end.

What had to impress any onlooker
today was the breadth and scope of the
protest. The crowd was half Black.

People carried signsidentifying them-
selves as “hardhats against racism,”
“parking meter collectors against
apartheid,”” ‘‘gay men against
racism.”

Pennsylvania labor had a conting-
ent as did almost every major union in
the New York area. There were govern-
ment employees, teamsters and hospi-
tal and transit workers. Marching be-
hind union standards were electri-
cians, furriers and teachers. AT&T
strikers came from midtown Manhat-
tan. And striking meat packers made
the trip from Austin, Minn., to declare
their solidarity with Black labor in
South Africa. (See related article on
labor support.)

A large contingent from the U.S.
Out of Southern Africa Network of
the APC/PAM, with their 10-foot
high, brilliantly colored anti-
apartheid banners, was cheered along
the route of march. This contingent
raised chants linking all the struggles
of the oppressed, from South Africa
and Namibia to the Philippines and
Nicaragua, to the struggle of Native
people here.

When marchers passed the U.S. mis-
sion to the United Nations they
stopped, pointed and chanted “U.S.
out!” Banks and corporations along
the march route that invest in South
Africa were also noted.

Every college in the New York area
was represented. And buses and vans
pulled in from throughout New Eng-
land and the mid-Atlantic and from as
far away as Atlanta, Ga., and Toledo,
Ohio.

There were seasoned anti-apartheid
fighters at this protest. But, perhaps
more significantly, there were many
thousands who marched for their first
time. Some didn’t know the exact
meaning of the word apartheid, others
weren’t sure who Oliver Tambo was or
what precisely happened in Soweto.
But they knew they were against ra-
cism. They knew that what the Rea-
gan administration was doing with its
back-handed support to Pretoria was
wrong. And they wanted to march and
take a stand against oppression.

(See related article on the speakers
at the Central Park rally.)

Union members tell why
they marched on June 14

By Veronica Golos

NEW YORK, June 14 — Electricians
and airline attendants, bus drivers
and transit workers, hospital and
nursing home aides and nurses, cleri-
cal workers, furriers, teachers and
communication workers were among
the tens of thousands who marched to
Central Park here today to protest the
racist apartheid regime in South Af-
rica.

Some of these workers’ reasons for
being there were especially moving:
“My grandfather was a slave,” said
Nebraster Bowman from AFSCME
District 33, Philadelphia. “You know
why I'm here.”

“To stand up, to protest, to add my
voice,” Devorah Montgomery said. A
traveler electrician from IBEW Local
130, New Orleans, Montgomery joined
a sizable transportation workers’
contingent which marched from 47th
Street.

At the site, Susan and Karen Lantz,
IFFA member and Vice President of
the TWA flight attendants, under-

scored the pressing need for unity
which their union so well exemplified.
“When we talk about solidarity,”
Susan said, “we mean solidarity with
all the workers.” Among those in the
transportation contingent were mili-
tant Greyhound Local 1202 and a
large number of transit workers from
TWU Local 100, many of whom had
just come off the night shift early that
morning.

AFSCME Local 420 led the 10,000
marchers from Harlem, proudly wear-
ing union T-shirts with anti-apartheid
slogans. Philadelphia Labor Against
Apartheid, a coalition of over 20 uni-
ons from that city, brought many peo-
ple —many of whom had participated
in the Philadelphia February 15 Na-
tional March Against Racism.

‘None of us is free
till all of us are free’

CWA workers came, wearing “Boy-
cott Hormel” tags and carrying “Free
Nelson Mandela” signs. “None of usis

Continued on page 11
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Abortion victory

THE RECENT Supreme Court de-
cision striking down a Pennsyl-
vania law limiting abortion rights
is a victory won by the struggle of
the women’s movement in the face
of ultra rightist terrorism and the
Reagan administration. The gov-
ernment, in fact, argued before the
court to restrict abortion, in denial
of the very law it is sworn to
uphold. ‘

This debate is not only being
carried out in the quiet chamber of
the courts, however. On June 14, a
St. Louis health center offering
abortion servieces was firebombed.
The next day another clinic was
torched in Wichita, Kansas. This
has now become standard operat-
ing procedure for the women-
hating fanatics of the so-called
“right-to-life” crusade. It is ironic,
by the way, that these reactionar-
ies, who are the same forces who
stone Black children on school
buses, parade under the misnomer
of “right-to-life.” If they were truly
for the right to life, they wouldn’t
be carrying out terrorist attacks
against women and children.

Scores of bombings and arson
attacks have taken place over the
past two years and yet the Justice
Department has refused to investi-
gate what has obviously become a
country-wide conspiracy to terror-
ize women needing abortions and
to kill or maim health workers.

The simple reality is that no ac-
tion is taken because the admini-
stration in Washington supports

the bombers. Reagan welcomes
them to the White House and they
come eagerly, wearing.their but-
tons that say “have a blast.” Gov-
ernment spokesmen accept invita:
tions to speak at meetings orga-
nized by anti-abortionists who are
known everywhere for their incite-
ments to violence against the clin-
ics and whose language condem-
ning abortion differs not at all
from the Nazis.

The actions of the Reaganites
form a clear pattern of sex discrim-
ination from cuts in food stamps,
child care and funds for battered
women centers to these savage at-
tacks on medical facilities. Wash-
ington has no broad support for
these reactionary acts. The vast
majority of people in this country
support women’s right to choose,
as every opinion poll shows over
and over again.

The anti-women posture of the
Reaganites fundamentally re-
flects a much smaller group, the
business establishment which
wants to kéep women down and
subordinated in every way, includ-
ing as “half-pay” workers, making
59 cents for every dollar a working
man earns, and as unpaid workers
in the home. That’s the economic
root cause of the clinic bombings.
And that’s what motivates the Re-
aganites both inside and outside
the courtroom in this struggle.
This week they lost a round, but
the battle will continue until the
profit system that benefits from
sexual oppression is swept away.

Rising tide in Korea

WHAT THE RISING TIDE of pro-
test in south Korea shows is that
the problems of that divided coun-
try can never be resolved whileitis
occupied and dominated by 40,000
U.S. troops. , ;

On June 25 it will be 36 years
since war broke outin Korea. That
war was every bit as barbaric as
the U.S. effort to totally subjugate
the Vietnamese people in the
1960s. But the world was different
in the fifties, the socialist coun-
tries were not as strong and a huge
chunk of humanity was still throw-
ing off the colonial yoke.

So while U.S. bombs were level-
ing all the cities of socialist north
Korea, while gunships were
pounding the shoreline and artil-
lery were ripping apart the vil-
lages, Washington was able to
claim that it was involved in a
“police action” that -enjoyed the
support of the United Nations.

It has been many years now
since the UN voted to disassociate
itself from the U.S. occupation of
Korea. But that hasn’t stopped the

U.S. imperialist war machine from
continuing to act like it owns the
place. It maintains south Korea
like a fortress, and uses it as a base
to threaten both the Soviet Union
and China. It has built up a power-
ful military dictatorship to keep
the working class and all progres-
sive forces in an iron grip.

Yet despite all this, the resis-
tance inside south Korea is mili-
tant and growing. Again and
again, workers and students take
their lives in their hands and
throw themselves against the rot-
ten edifice of the Chon Do Hwan
dictatorship. The casualties are
growing, but so is the spirit of hero-
ism that inspires new fighters to
take up the cause.

Thereis a rising anti-imperialist
consciousness in the progressive,
working class movement here, as
seen by the solidarity being orga-
nized for the struggles in South Af-
rica and ‘Central America. The
struggle in Korea must be seen in
this same light. In this most
tightly held U.S. colony, such soli-
darity will go a long way. '
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Juneteenth in Buffalo
Awareness. AWARENESS. That'’s
what it was here Sat., June 14, June-
teenth Day, a day set aside in honor of
the emancipation of the slaves who
celebrated their freedom.

At this year’s Juneteenth celebra-
tion, I found people are more aware of
what is happening in South Africa,
and are truly outraged. Juneteenth
was more than a day of fun. It was a
day to enlighten people on the hard
struggle we have ahead of us.

The All-Peoples Congress (APC)
had an informational table in Martin
Luther King Park as it does every
year. We were asked questions about
the APC and were asked for literature.
People bought books about the strug-
gle in South Africa and t-shirts that
read “U.S. Out of South Africa.”

Yes, they are well aware that the
Reagan administration has been feed-
ing the people of this country propa-
ganda. Women, children and men are
being killed every day, but Reagan
says, “We don’t want to hurt the people
of Southern Africa.” This government
turns a deaf ear to the plea of the Black
people of South Africa, but what can
you expect with the history of slavery
and brutality here in this country and
with racism still raging? ;

The Botha regime is just another
form of Hitlerism with their gestapo
police killing our Black brothers and
sisters in South Africa. But the strug-
gle against apartheid will go on until
itis abolished. We must unite. We must
stop racism and apartheid here and
abroad.

The highlight of Juneteenth was the
children ages six to 12marchingin the
Juneteenth parade. The Children of
Africa and the Children of the Van-
guard carried a sign made by the APC
which read, “June 16th Soweto Day.
Remember the children who were
killed in Soweto. Down with racism
and apartheid!” They were chanting

“Power to the children, power to the °

people, down with apartheid!”’ and
“Reagan, Botha, you can’t hide, we
charge you with genocide!” People
greeted them with raised fists and
hand claps as they marched by.

Join the struggle against racism
and apartheid! Remember, we cannot
be free until our sisters and brothers in
South Africa are free.

Vera Spruill
Buffalo, N.Y.

Potential of youths wasted
I AM a graduate student attending
Western Illinois University (WIU) in

Macomb. The past six years of Reaga-
nomics have hit hard here. The num-
ber of students attending is an indica-
tion of how badly hit WIU is. In 1980
there were 14,000 students attending,
but today there are less than 10,000 at-
tending. Even though tuition at WIU -
is one of the lowest in the state of I1li-
nois I know of many people who are
barely able to afford it let alone the
room, board and books . . ..

In coordination with Reagan’s at-
tacks on affirmative action programs
the university administration helped
to reduce the number of Blacks attend-
ing by almost half in the past semes-
ter. Ever since Reagan came to power
the U.S. military has attempted to
make its influence felt by establishing
ROTC training programs in the public
and private schools. WIU has thelarg-
est ROTC program in the state and is
among the top universities in the na-
tion in training military officers. It is
obvious that the university admini-
stration greatly benefits from the
money coming from the military and
uses the ROTC program to squash dis-
sent. The university administration
along with the state legislature and
federal government is totally insensi- -
tive to the needs of students at WIU.
Facilities for use in teaching are inad-
equate, books and staff are in short
supply, some classes are dropped due

pal

to “lack of funds,” and the list can go _

on.
These problems do not afflict WIU
alone. It is endemic throughout our
public education system. The poten-
tial that the youth of this country has
is wasted in the name of profit, in the
name of militarization, in the name of
democracy. These are the present con-
ditions that the youth, the generation
of tomorrow, live on. No system can
survive for long without giving its best
to future generations. Thus there must
be a change. Reform has' been tried
before, but it is only a piecemeal solu-
tion to this problem as it is to every
other problem. Only under socialism
will the full potential of the youth of
today and tomorrow harness their en-
ergies, their dreams, their hopes. Let
us all work and fight for that change
now.
: Daniel Nardini

Elmhurst, 111

WORKERS WORLD welcomes letters
from its readers. Send all correspon-
dence to: Workers World, GPO Box 948,
New York, N.Y. 10116.
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Behind the collapse of the anti-Waldheim campaign

By Sam Marcy
JUNE 13 — As suddenly as it ap-
peared, the campaign launched by Is-
raeli and Zionist circles to defeat Kurt
Waldheim in the Austrian presiden-
tial elections has disappeared.

What caused the Israelis and the
U.S. capitalist media to launch the
campaign in the first place?

Waldheim is no longer secretary
general of the UN. His so-called par-
tiality towards the Palestinians and
the various UN resolutions favorable
to the Palestinians which were passed
by the General Assembly years ago
are now matters of history.

What motivated the Israelis to ini-
tiate it, or were they prompted to do so
in order to serve U.S. imperialist inter-
ests?

A howling blunder

Looking at it strictly from the view-
point of the Israelis, the campaign
proved to be a howling blunder, one
which will prove costly to the world
Jewish community and in particular
to the small Jewish population of Au:
stria.

If the Zionist circles, primarily in
the U.S., wholaunched this campaign
were really concerned with exposing
anti-Semitism, it would seem that the
first thing for them to have done
would have been to consult the Au-
strian Jewish community, or some of
its leading personalities.

In such a case, they would have been
told in no uncertain terms that Wald-
heim’s Nazi connections were old
stuff, well-known everywhere in Au-
stria, and any attempt to revive thisin
the midst of an election campaign,
when it would be seen as outsideinter-
ference, would be a perilous and
wholly provocative maneuver. All
that could happen would be that a sec-
tion of the ordinarily Social Demo-
cratic and progressive element of the
electorate would move over to the right
wing and assure Waldheim of success.

Indeed, Ivan Hacker, one of the lead-
ing figures in the Jewish community
there, as much as hinted so after the el-
ection, even though he undoubtedly
felt restrained about making any criti-
cism of the Israeli and Zionist circles,
particularly in the U.S. .

But why did the Israelis embark
upon this when to all intents and pur-
poses they should have known what
the outcome would be? And when it
could affect their friendly ties with Au-
stria, which happens to be a transfer
point for Jewish emigres from the
USSR and from other regions as well.

Israel’s internal polarization

It is once again a case of necessity
being the mother of invention. The
anti-Waldheim maneuver was hastily
conceived in order to serve domestic
interests of the Israeli puppet state of
U.S. finance capital.

Never has Israeli society been so
torn asunder asitis now, and not only
by continuing economic deterioration.
Israel is politically becoming more
and more polarized by the steady rise
of fascist tendencies, which find the
normally conservative bourgeois ele-
ments continually on the defensive
and shrinking in comparison to the
ultra-right.

Significantly enough, there has
been an escalating cycle of violence

s
S 2

consider the mounting violence and
the continuing polarization in the
country, where more extremist ele-
ments, particularly the outright fas-
cist ones like the Kahane group, are
growing in numbers.

More than anything clse, however,
is the spreading mood of depression
over the continuing casualties grow-
ing out of the invasion and occupation
of Lebanon and the endless economic
drain which it entails. Hence, some-

The anti-Waldheim maneuver was hastily.
conceived to serve domestic interests of the
Israeli state, which is becoming more
polarized by the rise of fascist tendencies.
But it showed also that Israel, a puppet state
of U.S. imperialism, is incapable of taking an
independent initiative in the struggle against
anti-Semitism.

S

between the so-called secular forces
and the Orthodox Jews. Itis a clear re-
flection in many ways of the so-called
fundamentalist right-wing tendencies
which have been on the rise in the
bourgeois world for a considerable per-
iod. In Israel such elements are on the
offensive against what once was re-
garded by liberal bourgeois elements
inthe U.S. and the West generally as a
model of secular bourgeois democracy.

It was a fiction to begin with, be-
cause since its inception Israel has
practiced unmitigated terror against
the Palestinians, not shrinking from
using the most repressive and murder-
ous tactics. Nonetheless, the internal
struggle in Israel has reached the
point, as reported in the Washington
Post of today, where violence is contin-
ually escalating and the country is be-
coming polarized.

“Internecine Jewish clashes,” said
the Post, “continued in the capital
where at least two more public bus
shelters displaying advertisements of-
fensive to Orthodox Jews were burned
overnight. . .. More than 60 public
bus shelters have been burned by Or-
thodox Jews in the last several weeks,
triggering retaliatory attacks by mili-
tant secular Israelis. . . . In the city of
Petatikva, scene of some of the most
violent clashes between Orthodox and
secular Jews, a synagogue was van-
dalized.”

It is ne wonder that Prime Minister
Shimon Peres has had to convene an
emergency meeting of the Cabinet to

S
thing is needed by the current Israeli
leaders in the way of a diversion — to
show some successes.

The Waldheim caper must have
seemed like the right and proper ma-
neuver to distract attention from the
real issues. Its outcome, however (if
historic parallels need be found),
ranks with Napoleon III’s adventure
to take over Mexicoin thelast century.

U.S. impatience with Austrian neutrality

Much as such a diversion was neces-
sary, it could not have been done with-
out prior clearance and consultation
with Washington. The Pentagon,
which is in the process of restructur-
ing some of its foreign policy aspects,
has had its eye on Austria for a consid-
erable period. .

Austria, like Finland and Sweden, is
supposed to be diplomatically neutral.
Austria in particular is bound by a
1955 treaty between the USSR and the
Western imperialist powers. Wald-
heim’s ascendancy to become secre-
tary general of the UN was more a re-
flection of the neutral diplomatic
status of Austria than it was of him as
an individual. Nevertheless, the indi-
vidual does represent that status; and
it has been the aim of U.S. foreign pol-
icy, particularly since the advent of
the Reagan administration, to under-
mine this neutrality, and to cut down
any figure standing in the way of its
imperialist expansionist program.

Hence, U.S. interest in “cutting
Waldheim down to size.” In Sweden,

the much more militant and out-
spoken Socialist Prime Minister, Olof
Palme, was also cut down, but this
time by a -bullet. Nobody seems to
know where from, but the trail, accord-
ing to the latest allegations, leads to
Chilean dictator Pinochet and the
CIA.

However, no matter how much U.S.
diplomacy is geared to reversing the
neutralist status of Austria, Finland
and Sweden, it can’t afford to be too
overt about it, as this would add more
fuel to the growing discontent of the
West European allies who have unani-
mously refused to kowtow to Reagan’s
scuttling of the SALT II treaty.

Having the Israeli and Zionist cir-
cles act as a front-runner seemed to
suit U.S. imperialist interests in Eur-
ope perfectly well — or so it seemed at
the very beginning of the Austrian el-
ection campaign. But when the ma-
neuver boomeranged, the U.S. quietly
pulled out, leaving the Israelis and Zi-
onist elements holding the bag.

The struggle against anti-Semitism

One very important lesson that can
be learned from all this, which other-
wise would scarcely be worth a histori-
cal footnote considering the magni-
tude of other world events, is that Is-
rael has never been able to take an in-
dependent initiative to fortify its
alleged position as a worldwide leader
in the struggle against anti-Semitism.

This was graphically illustrated
when it attempted to rally world pub-
lic opinion against Reagan’s visit to
honor the Nazis at Bitburg. Here was
a case which clearly and unequivo-
cally demonstrated the need for a
worldwide outcry. Here was a case to
show how mrany Senators, Represen-
tatives, big business people, bankers,
etc., etc., the Israelis'could depend on
in a truly important case. It demon-
strated U.S. imperialist interest in the
old as well as the new anti-Semitism
and fascism.

Not all the clamor, all the begging,
had any influence whatsoever on the
Reagan administration. The national
interests of the U.S., translated to
mean the interests of the imperialist
bourgeoisie, of the rabid and unbrid-
led “military-industrial complex and
its urgent need to have a linkup with
the West German imperialist bour-
geoisie, were far moreimportant to the
U.S. ruling class than any demonstra-
tion against anti-Semitism.

This is the important lesson that
one has to draw from this experience,
and this is what Jewish workers, in
common with all the workers and op-
pressed of the world, should bear in
mind when the argumentis madethat
Israelis an independent state, or when
it attempts to launch :a crusade
against anti-Semitism while it conti-
nues the carnage against the Palestin-
ians.
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Hostages blame U.S. for contra kidnapping

G. Dunkel
JUNE 15 — Eight West German volun-
teers, who were kidnapped by the
contras while they were building hou-
ses for war refugees in Jacinto Baca,
Nicaragua, blame the Reagan admin-
istration for their ordeal.

“Our kidnapping would not have
been possible without the support the
Reagan. administration provides to
the contras,” said their statement, is-

sued on June 12'after their release.
They also said they were ashamed of
their own government’s support for
the U.S. boycott of Nicaragua. These
West German volunteers are members
of a group which has been organizing
support for Nicaragua inside West
Germany for the past five years, as
well as international aid brigades.
The contras released the West Ger-
mans, obviously on U.S. orders, with-

Is Paraguay next?

JUNE 16 — Latin America’s “durable
dictator” may be heading the way of
Argentina’s Videla and Haiti’s Duval-
ier. General Alfredo Stroessner of Par-
aguay is facing the most serious chal-
lenge to his regime since the U.S.-
backed army coup which brought him
to power in 1954.

Since the beginning of this year
neither the military nor the govern-
ment-backed death squads have been
able to quell widespread demonstra-
tions across the country demanding
that Stroessner step down. On May
Day, in the capital city of Asuncion,
police firéed water cannons against
protesters. Despite fierce repression,

anti-government activities have conti-
nued and grow stronger and more
widespread. ’

The Paraguayan government is one
of the most anti-communist and rep-
ressive regimes anywhere. The Ache
Indians are the victims of a deliberate
government policy of genocide. Half
the Ache living in Paraguay in 1968
have since disappeared, been killed or
enslaved. The government’s position
is that the Ache people “stand in the
way of progress.”

Since 1954, the U.S. government has
financed this “progress” to the tune of
$160 million in aid to the Stroessner re-
gime.

U.S. out of Korea!

Support the south Korean people’s struggle

Demonstration & Rally

Hear speakers on the struggle in Korea today

Wed., June 25, New York City

5:00-7:00 p.m. at the
south Korean Consulate and
Trade Promotion Center

460 Park Avenue (at 58th Street)
For information, phone the People’s Anti-War Mobilization at (212) 741-0633

—ANC Secretary-General

Continued from page 6
day of freedom and human dignity in
South Africa.

“We are together with the people of
Nicaragua, of Cuba, of El Salvador,
Palestine, Namibia and all peoples
fighting for a betterlife. We are march-
ing side by side with the people of the
socialist countries and all democratic
forces.

“Amandla! Power to the people!”

Other speakers represent
broad support .

" The other speakers on the platform

at today’s rally represented a broad

* spectrum of support for the anti-
apartheid struggle. Most noteworthy
was the participation of trade union
leaders, most of whom were highly
critical of the Reagan administration.
Speaking at the rally were Tommy
Van Arsdale, President of the New
York City Central Labor Council;
Cleveland Robinson and David Liv-
ingston of District 65, UAW (Robinson
was a primary organizer of the event);

- Victor Gotbaum, President of DC 37,
AFSCME; and Barry Feinstein repre-

senting 900,000 members of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Teamsters.

Singer Harry Belafonte, who has
been outspoken on many progressive
causes, read a moving message from
Winnie Mandela describing the vi-
cious attack by the apartheid regime
on the Soweto students in 1976, and
the role of the youth in today’s strug-
gle. Theo-Ben Guriabreviewed the sis-
ter struggle of SWAPO in Namibia
against the occupying South African
forces.

Mpho Tutu (the daughter of Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu), Randall Ro-
binson of TransAfrica, the Rev. Jesse
Jackson, Representatives Major Owens
and Charles Rangel, and Benjamin
Hooks of the NAACP were among the
other notables who spoke. The rally
was co-chaired by Ossie Davis and
Councilwoman Ruth Messinger.

New York City Mayor Ed Koch, who
has earned a reputation for racism
and gross insensitivity in his term of
office, was announced as a speaker,
but left after being thoroughly booed
by the audience and even others on the
platform.

out getting any of the concessions
they were seeking from the Sandinista

‘government. The West German gov-

ernment had put open diplomatic pres-
sure on the Reagan administration to
secure their release.

~

NATO, U.S. war on
Central America opposed

- There was a barrage of criticism di-
rected against both governments in-
side West Germany on this issue. The
Greens, a party with about 7% of the
vote, coupled agitation around the kid-
napping with calling for an immedi-
ate withdrawal from NATO. The link
between the two demands was com-
paring the U.S. occupation of Central
America to the U.S. occupation of Eur-
ope. (Several hundred thousand U.S.
troops are stationed in West
Germany.)

The kidnapping of eight West Ger-

man construction workers by U.S.-
financed mercenaries was also

brought up at the recent convention of
West Germany’s powerful labor con-
federation, which adopted a mili-
tantly anti-cutback stand.

The Reagan administration might
have resisted West German pressure
butithad its own political problems. A
Congressional report, issued last
week, documented the contras’ corrup-
tion, and diversion of U.S. funds.
There have also been serious and sub-
stantial allegations that the contras

- (or at least their leaders) are involved

in gun-running and drug smuggling
in the United States. There have also
been charges on network television
that the National Security Council is
violating U.S. laws in how it aids the
contras.

These charges are a reflection of the
split in the U.S. ruling class over the
best way to secure imperialist inter-
estsin Central America. This splitisa
result of the overwhelming opposition
here to the Reagan administration’s
war on Central America.
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Picket South African ambassador. About 125 protestors
picketed in Philadelphia on June 11 against Kurt von Schirnding, racist
South Africa’s Ambassador to the United Nations. Godfrey Sithole,
representing the ANC, addressed the demonstration in front of the Union
League, a notorious club of businessmen. .

Join us in the strugg

le

Workers World Party (WWP) fights on all issues that face the working class and
oppressed peoples in this capitalist society. All work together in this organiza-
tion—Black and white, Latin, Asian and Native peoples, women and men, young
and old, lesbian and gay, disabled, working, unemployed and students.

If you would like to know more about WWP, or if you would like to join us in these
struggles, contact the branch nearest you:

Atlanta: P.O. Box 424, Atlanta, Ga., 30301 (404) 662-6417.

Baltimore: 424 E. 31 St, Baltimore, Md. 21218 (301) 889-9318

Boston: 295 Huntington Ave., Room 212, Boston, Mass. 02115 (617) 247-1778
Buffalo: 349 Niagara St, Buffalo, N.Y. 14201 (716) 855-3055

Chicago: P.O. Box 6510, Chicago, Ill. 60680 (312) 489-3829

Cleveland: 2012 West 25 St,, Room 613, Cleveland, Ohio 44113 (216) 861-6154
Detroit: 1947 Grand River, Room 201, Detroit, Mich. 48226 (313) 962-4979
Hartiord: P.O. Box 14411, Hartford, Conn. 06114

Houston: P.O. Box 52115, Houston, Texas 77052

Jackson: P.O. Box 8783, Jackson, Miss. 39204

Milwaukee: 150 E. Juneau, Milwaukee, Wisc. 53202 (414) 224-0429

New York City: 46 W. 21 St, New York, N.Y. 10010 (212) 255-0352

Philadelphia: P. O. Box 17116, Philadelphia, Pa. 19105 (215) 734-2088
Rochester: 1060 North St., Rochester, N.Y. 14621 (716) 544-5409

San Antonio: P.O. Box 1504, San Antonio, Texas 78295

San Francisco: 3181 Mission, No. 29, San Francisco, Calif. 94110 (415) 826-4828
Seattle: P.O. Box 2514, Seattle, Wash. 98111 (206) 328-6159

Washington, D.C.: 3221 Mt. Pleasant St, NW, Washington, D.C. 20010 (202)
667-3957




POLITICAL PRISONERS

Puerto Rican defendants charge area racism

By Leslie Diane Feinberg
JUNE 16 — The August 30 Arres-
tees, 13 Puerto Rican independent-
ista activists who the U.S. govern-
ment has wrongly charged with a
$7 million Wells Fargo robbery in
Hartford, Conn., could not receive a
fair trial in that city due to the ra-
cism against Puerto Ricans.

So said Maria Gonzalez Borrero,

director of the Hartford Hispanic -

Health Council, in a recent federal
court hearing. Her testimony was
part of a defense counsel effort to
get the trial moved from Hartford to

San Juan, where the defendants .

could get a fairer trial.

Gonzalez told U.S. District Judge
T. Emmet Claire thatin the 15 years
she has lived in the Hartford area
she has found widespread racism
toward people who are Spanish-
speaking or who speak English
with a Spanish accent. This preju-

Prisoners with AIDS

end hunger strike

NEW YORK, June 4 — Prisoners
with AIDS on Rikers Island ended a
three-day food strike yesterday
when jail officials finally provided
them with clothing, fresh linen and
adequate food portions.

“I'm feeling a little better right
now about the whole situation,”’
said Michael Y, one of 19 prisoners
with AIDS who joined the hunger
strike.

The protest was ended, he ex-
plained, after an article in yester-
day’s Newsday detailed their
charges of poor treatment — rang-
ing from a lack of food to issuing
paper sheets for the men with
AIDS.

“They came up this morning with
the correct breakfast, and fresh
linen,” Michael Y said. “They also
came up and passed out clothes to
everybody who needed them.”

Mississippi inmates
form prison union

THE Mississippi Prisoner’s Union
(MPU) here at Parchman is fight-

ing toredress our grievances so that
we can be treated as human beings,
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A regional demonstration in Hartford demanding freedom for the Puerto

Rican political prisoners.

dice is exacerbated against Puerto
Rican people who favor indepen-
dence from the U.S. In Puerto Rico,
she added, such sentiments would
not be automatically equated with
“terrorism.”

Gonzalez added that the extraor-

respected as men and women and
not some kind of animal or slave to
be driven out into the cotton fields
and on pulpwood crews.

We do the work that turns the
wheels of the prison/plantation
system here, and without our labor,
the system could not function.

The MPU intended to organize
this prison’s prisoner power and
build a fighting organization to
break the chains that shackle us to
conditions of recidivism, slavery
and repression. As prisoners, the
most important part of our reality
involves the struggle for our rights.
This we all know, and one of the pur-
poses of forming the MPU, besides
creating a representative body
which can and will have better con-
trol over the class counsel(s) and
likewise class litigation in the
courts.

The MPU is also organizing the
prisoner-class around the issues of
reinstating telephone, package and
other privileges as before the so-
called institutional emergency; bet-
ter living conditions, ending con-
struction of new prisons, closing
down for good all condemned facili-
ties and the use of alternatives toin-
carceration; better medical and
dental care and pay and/or earned
time for any and all work done by
prisoners.

Likewise, we are organizing
around abolishing the death pe-
nalty; restructuring the parole

—Labor participation

Continued from page 7

free till all of us are free,” said Karen
Wilson, framer from Local 1106,
NYNEX. “The strike of our sisters and
brothers in CWA is also a strike for
freedom, and everyone should support
that also.”

The Hotel, Hospital and Nursing
Home workers, SEIU Local 144 car-
ried signs reading ‘“No Aid to
Savimbi,” referring to South African
puppet and Angolan contra Jonas Sa-
vimbi.

Union clerical workers from Yale
and New York Universities marched
with members from Local 1549 of DC
37, clerical division. Edith White and
Margaret Moore both agreed that
there was little reason to think that
Reagan was any different than Botha
of South Africa. “The administration
here has shown itself to foment racism

. . . so really we are protesting racism
here and in South Africa,” Ms. White
said.

A group of young Latin workers ar-
rayed in bright yellow T-shirts carried
their banner throughout the long
march which declared them to be
Parking Meter Collectors, Local 1964
Against Apartheid.

Among the labor speakers at the
rally in Central Park was Thomas Van
Arsdale, head of the New York Central
Labor Council; Cleveland Robinson,
Secretary Treasurer District 65-UAW;
Victor Gottbaum, President DC 37
and a high-ranking official from the
Teamsters.

Many other unions were present, in-
cluding IBEW Local 3, District 3 IUE,
Newspaper Guild, Furriers Trade
Council, 1199, Boston Bus Drivers
USWA Local 8751, H.E.R.E. Local 26,
Boston.

dinary security measures utilized to
bring nine of the defendants from
the Metropolitan Correctional Cen-
ter in New York City, where they are
being held, to Hartford for hearings
and the media sensationalism
further taint the image people have

board so that the taxpayers elect
the parole board members.

In this, we are striving as an
added goal to try to get prisoners re-
leased after serving the minimum
of their sentences; ending manda-
tory sentences and making all pri-
son programs available to all pri-
soners, regardless of the length of
their sentence or the nature of their
crime; an independent audit of
M.D.O.C. finances to determine
where the money that is supposed
to be spent for us and on us is going
and the establishment of a Citizens
Review Board of Overseers, half of
which could be composed of prison-
ers’ families; to redress our griev-
ances and inform the public of what
really goes on at Parchman.

Prisoners’ Power to the Convicts!

Mississippi Prisoner’s Union
Parchman, Miss.

Harassment in
N. Carolina jail

I AM WRITING concerning the pro-
blems herein thejail and court system
in Randolph County, Asheboro, North
Carolina.

Iwould like to pointout a few cases
starting from the time of arrest. In
most cases the officialsread norights,
and they will make three or four
charges out of one. For example, one
inmate herewas stopped for driving

of those on trial. Security measures
have included massive numbers of
police, dogs and helicopters.

Defense attorneys have also
noted that these nine defendants,
held without bail, are not getting
ample opportunity to prepare their
defense. Attorneys asked that pri-
son officials at the Metropolitan
Correctional Center let the prison-
ers meet daily to inspect the thou-
sands of pages of documents seized
when they were arrested last Au-
gust and to listen to hundreds of
hours of tape recordings.

Attorneys added that the nine
held prisoner were being denied the
chance to attend religious services
and faced unusually restricted
movement in the prison.

The arrest of these Puerto Rican
independence activists is seen as a
government assault on the entire
pro-independence movement.

while license revoked and running a
stop light. His warrant read: driving
without a license, driving while li-
censerevoked, running a stop light,
and running a stop light whileit was
red.

Inmates are never taken to court for
their first appearancein the time re-
quired by law. Sometime it be two or
three weeks before they even go before
ajudge. The bondsthat areset are out
of sight.

The court will not answer any mo-
tionsthatis madebyinmatesthatare
doing their own legal work, and the
lawyers they appoint willnot do any-
thing for the inmates.

Here at the jail they will notletin-
mates call their attorneys at their re-
quest, do not allow inmates to have
any kind of newspaper or magazine,
no matches to light cigarettes with.

Most of the time you don’t see a
jailer until the shift change. If you ask
for anything thejailers will say, I will
check on it, and that will be the last of
it.

If the jailers let inmates use the
phoneit will be on Tuesday night after
the attorney’s officeis closed and on
Saturday.

Wetheinmates would appreciateit
very much if you would print this be-
cause weneed help and the publicneed
to know about these things.

Truly yours,

Wallace R. Baldwin
Randolph County Jail
Asheboro, N.C.

—People’s power

Continued from page 4

anti-conscription campaign. Apart-
heid law requires that every white

‘male youth serve at least two years of

active military duty or face a jail sen-
tence and a fine. According to statis-
tics provided by the End Conscription
Campaign, during the month of Jan-
uary 1985, 7,589 whites failed to report
for military duty, compared to 1,600
for all of 1984.

Alfred Nzo, ANC Secretary-General
and a major speaker at the giant anti-
apartheid rally in New York, put the
entire struggle against apartheid into
perspective as he appeared on CBS
Morning News.

When asked whether it was too late
for the “conflict” inside South Africa
toberesolved peacefully orif civil war
was inevitable, Mr. Nzo responded,
“That is a question that should be
asked of the apartheid rulers. Apart-
heid is the cause of the violence be-
cause apartheid is a violent system

and our people are calling for the total
dismantling of the apartheid system.
Our people are asserting our right to
struggle for a humane system, a demo-
cratic system.”

Inresponse to whether the ANC was
responsible for the car bombing in
Durban over the past weekend, Mr.
Nzo replied, “Although it is not our of-
fictal policy to attack civilians, every-
thing is possible because something
has to be done to register our anger
against fascism and aggression in
South Africa.

“This is war and in any war, there
are civilians bound to be caught up in
the crossfire. Our people have tasted
the brutal force and have not underes-
timated this violence of the apartheid
state for the past two years. However,
Soweto was the event that marked the
determination of the South African
people.”

Free South Africa! Victory to the
ANC!



34,000 march in Boston’s
lesbian and gay pride parade

By Marshall Yates
BOSTON, June 14 — With the theme
of “Forward Together” the 14th an-
nual Boston Lesbian and Gay Pride
March stepped off from its Copley
Square gathering site here today.

Over 34,000 lesbians, gay men and
their supporters marched through the
streets of Back Bay and downtown.
Black, white, Latin, Asian, people
with AIDS, the disabled, seniors, par-
ents of gays and many others
marched and chanted as thousands
more lined the entire march route
cheering them on.

Behind the banner “From Stonewall
to Soweto — Pride, -Fightback,
Victory,” the All-Peoples Congress
and their supporters marched mili-

tantly chanting, “Gay and straight all
agree, South African people will be
free!” and “Money for AIDS not for

-war, U.S. out of Nicaragua!” The

chant “From Stonewall to Soweto,
pride, fightback, victory!” drew the
greatest response from participants
and bystanders.

At the rally site marchers were
joined by more lesbians, gay men and
their supporters to hear a truly diverse
representation of the lesbian and gay
community speak. Among the speak-
ers were John Bush from Black and
White Men Together and Annie Water-
flow, a disabled lesbian from the Disa-
bled Lesbians Support Group.

A member of the Pride Institute,
which rehabilitates lesbian and gay

drugand alcohol abusers, David Scon-
dras, an openly gay Boston City Coun-
-cilor, and others demonstrated thatno
matter where you look lesbians and
gay men are everywhere.

15th anniversary of Stonewall uprising

A women’s performance group, the
Guerillas, was met with cheers and
loud applause when its members ex-
plained that this was the 15th-anniver-
sary of the Stonewall Rebellion.

The only banner at the stage read
“Soweto — remember the children,”
linking this community outpouring to
the 10th anniversary of the Soweto Re-
bellion, which was also commemor-
ated around the world today.

A lesbian comedian met with wild

cheers of approval when she spoke out
against Reagan’s attacks on Libya.
A major focus of the action was re-
sistance to the regressive Massachu-
setts foster care policy, which evolved
from a case in which foster children
were taken away from two openly gay
men in response to a homophobic hys-

_teria campaign. These men had been

fully approved by the Department of
Social Services. Hundreds of stick-on
emblems with the slogan “Foster
Equality” written over a pink triangle
were distributed to marchers to post
all over the city. :

In the face of right wing attacks and
the AIDS crisis the Boston lesbian
and gay Community remains strong
and on the move.

National event to support Big Mountain ..~

WASHINGTON, D.C., June 17 — A
“National Day of Solidarity with the
People of Big Mountain” will be held
here on Saturday, July 6. All are urged
to come to Washington on that day for
amarch and rally in support of Native
rights.

The U.S. government is demanding
that thousands of Dineh (Navajo) and
Hopi people leave their sovereign land
at Big Mountain, Ariz., by July 7 or
run the risk of being forced off by the
National Guard.

Behind this latest government as-
sault on Native rights lies corporate
greed. This forced removal would clear
Indianlands for the extraction of coal,
uranium, copper and other mineral re-
sources by multi-national corpora-
tions.

Among the speakers at the rally will
be Vernon Bellecourt, an American In-
dian Movement (AIM) leader and
member of the Anishinabe nation:
Hilda Mason of the Washington, D.C.,
City Council; Billy Tayac, chief of the

Gather 11:00 a.m.

Join the $1 billion
march for housing
in Jersey City

Martin Luther King Drive & Virginia Ave.
Rally at Journal Square,-1:00 p.m.
Rally at City Hall, 3:30 p.m.

For more information, phone the All-Peoples Congress at (201) 433-2332
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Pascataway Nation; Rev. Ambrose
Lane, founder of the Martin Luther
King Community Church and Rev.
Ben Chavis of the United Church of
Christ.

Protestors will meet at the Washing-
ton Monument at 12 noon and march
to the Capitol Building. For more in-
formation contact the Big Mountain
Support Group in Washington at (202)
234-4938. In New York, phone the
American Indian Community House
at (212) 598-0100 or the All-Peoples
Congress at (212) 741-0633.

No U.S. Intervention in Dineh
(Navajo) and Hopi Lands.

Stop P.L.95-531

Ready to march for a billion. Above are speakers at the June 9
meeting of the Billion Dollar Housirig March Coalition of Jersey City. It
was chaired by Teresa Lugo and John Jones and was an upbeat bilingual
affair. About 110 people pledged themselves to work on the June 28 housing
march in this city and to support the Medical Center workers in their
struggle to keep the hospital from going private, which would cut both jobs
and services. The Coalition says that the' state and national governments
can easily end the housing crisis here and calls upon the people to march
on June 28 and let the government know how they feel.
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