
movement, the unions have become
governments and woe to any militant
or oppressed and discouraged rank
and filer who dares to question the
authority of the bureaucrat, labeled
labor leader. The labor misleaders
have become separated from the
membership economically, in environ-
ment, in thought.

Unions exist primarily to conduct a
struggle, a class struggle, against the

. employing class for better wages, con-
| ditions of labor, etc. But the labor

I unions in America today are not class
| institutions. There are

#
two class in-

stitutions. There is the working class
j membership and then there is the

; leadership, capitalistically minded
j and capitalistically placed economic-

: ally. A leadership which is heart and
| soul with the capitalist class, whom it
must prefend to fight. But in this
book, Kopald by citation of facts, by
statements .ajid actions of the alleged
labor leaders themselves. Berry, Far-
rington, et al, shows how even the
pretense of defense of workers in the
unions has been eliminated and the
bureaucratic and fake leadership has
gone over completely and without any
misgivings into the camp of the em,

ploying class. It is class collabora-
tion with a vengeance.

i

A REVIEW—y MARTIN AHERN. j
“Rebellion in Labor Unions" dem- i

onslrates most clearly how closely i
the official leaders of tho American i
labor movement are tied in every way ]
to the capitalist class. How and why ]
the leadership in the labor unions is i
separated from the rank and file is :
graphically pictured as Miss Kopald
in simply written but brilliant chap-
ters outlines four major outlaw
strikes in recent years.

The leaders have a vested interest
in the unions and this cuts into the j
very heart of the organizations, pre- j
sumably fighting bodies for the bet- j
terment of the conditions of the;
workers. This book proves one thing,:
if it proves nothing else: that the j
American "Labor Leaders,” Farring-;
ton, Gompers, Lewis, Lee, Berry and
others are intensely interested in the
welfare of the employers and just as
inversely in that of the rank and file
of the labor unions.

The long tenure in office of the
"labor leaders” has resulted in strong
machines being formed and these ma-
chines have inevitably produced bu-
reaucracies and other oligarchic fea-
tures. Under the leadership of these
agents of capitalism in the labor

The insurgent or “outlaw” move- 1
ments of the Illinois miners in 1920,
the railroad outlaw or “wild cat” i
strike in 1920, the Printers Vacation i
Movement in New ifork in 1919 and
the New York Web Pressman’s strike
in 1923 are vividly outlined. In each <
instance Miss Kopald points out
plainly how the “outlaw” or insurgent
walkouts had their basis in bread and
butter needs. The bread question in
each case was acute. The needs of
the workers were obvious—even to
the “labor leaders.” Only a spark
was needed to touch off the seething
discontent; and comparatively minor
incidents, such as unjust fines (Tom
Mooney penalty fine in Illinois), dis-
charge of workers, (Carey Printing
Company in New York) etc., did pro-
voke the struggles which swiftly de-
veloped into struggles against the
bureaucracy and tyrannical despo-
tism of the labor officials and their,
the labor leaders’ aids, the govern-

ment and the employing class.
As these insurgent strikes spread

and brought thousands of workers
into the ranks of the rebelSous mem-
bers (such as in Illinois) or brought

i out the entire organization such as
the New York Web Pressmen, the in- j
surgents learned that they not only |

(Continued from page 4)
ground that Farrington’s spies might

be present and learn something in ad-
vance about the fights we intended to
make in the convention. This atti-
tude is erroneous. It is the result of
overcaution and too much concern
for immediate legislative and techni-
cal victories. Moreover, it represents,
to a certain extent, an unconscious
yielding to the position of the reac-
uuudi j uuiviaio irtiti uuvu* »

any attempt to organize the rank and
fil# against them. This question goes
much deeper than appears at first
glance. The failure to organize the
left wing delegates at the convention
into a fighting body, if carried to its
logical conclusion, would lead to the
failure to organize the left wing forc-
es thruout the union. It means giv-
ing up, under pressure of the official-
dom, the right to organize the Trade
Union Educational League. “Don't
make a mole hill into a mountain,”
is a good maxim; but it is just as
good if we turn it around and say to
the comrades who are willing to con-
cede this small point: “Don’t make
a mountain into a mole hill.” If we
are making a serious fight to break
the control of the trade union bureau-
cracy we must nor neglect to organ-

ion movement, has led many men in
the past to corruption and betrayal of '
the workers, but that does not say
that communists must be corrupted.
We have to hold the conception that
a true Communist can go anywhere
the party sends him and do anything,
and still remain a Communist—still
remain true to the working class.
Comrade Lenin was an official. He
had more power than Frank Farring-
ton, but he did not become like Frank
Farrington. The guarantee against

wl r*»»ty wcmUoru who be- f
come officials is that they remain
close to the party and that they base
their fight for office on the support, of
the rank and file for the policy of the
class struggle, and do not become too
expedient and too “clever”—do not
try to “sneak” into office by soft-ped-
alling and pussy-footing on questions
of principle which may be unpopular,
but which Communists, nevertheless,
are duty-bound to stand for.

A Party of Struggle.
Our Party is a party of rank and

file revolutionary workers, a Party of
revolutionary struggle against capital-
ism aud all its works, and we expect
■comrades who are put into official po-
sitions to retain that fundamental con-
ception and carry it out in all their
official work. They must not allow

once we have won the masses over i
to our side, we can snap our fingers 1
at them. The control of the unions t
means for us the control of the i
masses. This, and this alone, will
insure our final victory. i

Communists and Union Offices.
I want to pass over now to another

question which will become more
and more important as our strength
develops in the trade unions. It has
confronted us already a number of
times. That is the question of com-
- £.*» 4Vo tifilrveo on/1
becoming candidates for office. This
may become one of our greatest
dangers, and one of the greatest
sources of corruption of “party mem-
bers, if we do not properly estimate
this question and take a resolute
stand on it at the very beginning.

In the discussions which took place
here today, we heard the remark
made by one of the comrades that
our struggle in the unions is a
struggle for strategic positions. This
is a one-sided view and if we allow

> it to stand alone, we will fall into a

I'serious error. We must adopt the
point of view that our struggle is a
struggle to develop the class con-
sciousness of the rank and file work-
ers aud to win them over to the prin-
ciple of the revolutionary struggle
against Capitalism under the leader-
ship of our Party.

If we will connect the fight for stra-
tegic positions with this broad politi-
cal aim and subordinate it to this aim,
we will be oh safe ground. Other-
wise, we will be confronted with the
spectacle of Party members regarding
the fight for office as an end in itself;
of evading or | utting aside questions
of principle with which the masses
are not familiar; of scheming and cal-
culating too closely in order to get
into office. Os course the comrades
will justify all this on the ground that
once they get into office they will be
able to do big things for the Party.
But quite often we will be apt to find
the very comrades who adopt this
method of getting into office falling
into the habit of continuing it in order
to hold.the office.- They will thereby
degenerate into mere office-holders
and office-hunters. They will lose the
confidence and respect of the militant
rank and file workers, and our Party,
which stands responsible for them,
will have its prestige greatly injured.

Strategic positions, however, are
very important and we must not take
a doctrinaire view in regard to them.
The opinion expressed here .by one
comrade that men become petty bour-
geois in their interests and outlook
as soon as they are elected to office
and that, therefore, we should have
nothing to do with office, is not cor-
rect. It is true that official position,
especially in the American trade un-

ize our troops.
Our fight for the conquest of the

union is at bottom a fight to organize
the rank and file workers together
with us on the basis of the class
struggle. Therefore, they must be
enlightened as to our aims and plans.

Conventions should be regarded as
the best occasions to advance this
process. The conventions afford us
the opportunity of coming into close
contact with rank and file delegates,
of combatting by discussion and ar-
gument their prejudices and miscon-
ceptions, and of uniting them with us
into an organized body to fight for
the regeneration of the labor move-
ment. The left wing caucus is neces-
sary for this work.

It is far more important to us if we
get acquainted with ten new workers
and make them a part of the organ-
ized fight, than if we pass a dozen
resolutions in the convention by an
accidental majority.

(The conscious support of the work-
ers is what we want. We are fight-
ing for their minds and hearts. Do
not forget that, comrades. The of-
ficialdom can turn our best resolu-
tions into Scraps of paper. They can
retain office by stealing elections, but
they can not take away from us the
workers* we have won over to our
way of thinking and fighting. The
officials can maintain themselves in
power, for a time, by a thousand
tricks aud fraudulent practices. But

themselves to be influenced by their
positions into an attitude of overcau-
tion. Above all, they must not ac-
quire an “official” psychology, and fail I
to do their duty by the Party for fear
of jeopardising their positions. We
do not put Communists into office in
order that they may do less for the
Party, but more.

The atmosphere of American trade
union officialdom is a fetid one. It is
permeated thru and thru with cus-
toms and traditions of a non-prole-
tarian character. Take care, you
comrades who become officials, that
you do not sink into this swamp. Re-
Tnember always that you are Com-
munists and hold on to your rebel
Communist spirit. Do not succumb tq
the customs and traditions of office
developed by the agents of the bour-
geoisie, who have fastened themselves
upon the labor movement in official
positions, but take your own revolu-
tionary ethics and customs with you.

Party Discipline.
The question of Party discipline be-

comes especially important in con-
nection with comrades in official posi-
tions. Comrades so situated must tie

i themselves closely to the Party, make
themselves one with H, and regard
the Party always as their best friend,

i The close union of a Communist offl-
i cial with the Party will be the best

- guarantee that he will be able to re-
, tain his revolutionary point of view

- and do his duty by the working class.

had to face the employing class.
They discovered, to their dismay, but
increasing knowledge, that they had
to meet the enemy within the un-
ions, their “leaders.” These capital-
ist “labor” leaders invoked the aid
of the employing class and the local,
state and national governmental ag-
encies. Thugs, gunmen, Sfies, expul-
sions met the insurgents on every
hand. This was the democracy of
the unions and rank and file rule.-

These revolts of the miners, rail-
road workers and printers are signifi-
cant, first in their similarity in ori-
gin, and, second, in their suppres-
sions. These unofficial walkouts were
unorganized. Ritience and suffering
had reached the point of revolt re-
gardless of consequences to the men.
The Union leadership suppressed
these revolts with an iron hand. The
insurgents were met at all times with
cries of “Unconstitutionalism,” “Bol-
sheviks” and the usual tirade of
abuse, besides physical opposition.

Revolts in unions have taken place
many times in the past. They are
taking place in Europe and more will
come in America. But revolts in the
past and revolts now have a different
meaning. Even as has taken place

(Continued on page 7.)

Our Aims and Tactics in the Trade Unions
The Party expects even more discip-
line to be shown by comrades who
become officials and leaders than by
other members of the party. It does
not fear even the biggest officials who
go against the decisions of the Party
and follow a policy in conflict with it.
Comrades who hold offices, no matter
how important they may be, cannot
act as independent individuals with-
out being called to order by the Party.

The Test of Our Work,
j We can sum up the whole question

Bn a few words. We are not .Pro-
gressives, but Revolutionists. Our
role in the trade union movement is
to organize the masses for the prole-
arian revolution and to lead them in
he struggle for it. All of our daily
vork must be related to this, and
mbordlnated to it. -/The test of.our

"work can never be made by formal |
victories on paper, but by the develop- 1
ment of class consciousness in the
ranks of the workers, the degree of ;
their organization on that basis and
the increasing influence and leadership
of our Party. Strategic positions in
the labor movement are of importance
chiefly from the standpoint of enabl-
ing the Party to advance and develop
its work of revolutionizing the masses.

Let us be shrewd and practical by
all means. Let us learn how to meet
every question that arises in the un-
ion, in a realistic and businesslike
manner. Let us become experts in
the daily work of the unions, and in
maneuvering for strategic positions,
but let us also remember always the
danger of degenerating into mere pro-

Active unionists, especially those
wUnWr office, are beset by a thous-
and temptations to turn aside from
the road of the class struggle. Only
their close union with the Party will
enable them to overcome these temp-
tations. With the assistance of the
Party they will learn how to serve
the workers in the daily struggle and
to connect all their activity with the
task of leading the masses toward
the final revolution. They will learn
how to measure their progress at
every step, not by formal victories on
paper, but by the development of the
class consciousness of the workers
and the influence of the Party, by the
extent to which their activity inspires
the workers with that spirit of deter-
mined struggle, which is the spirit of
communism. ,

Many difficulties will confront us in
tho task we have undertaken, but,
with the assistance of tho Party and
the International, we will solve them
all. Wo will win over the masses to
the side of Communism; we will wrest
the labor movement from the hands
ot the agents of the bourgeoisie and
convert them into mighty instruments
for the proletarian revolution.

Rebellion in Labor Unions



THE REDS’ PICNIC -

A PLEASANT woman, clad In a
blue gingham apron and with a

smile that very seldow leaves her
face, bustles about where three paper
covered tables stand beneath a tree.
Behind her, a little fellow In gray
striped trousers and a straw hat a
trifle too large, hops obsequiously
about, anxious to be of some help. At
the end table, another fellow, tall and
dignified, sits waiting with a bottle
opener in his hand. The arrangements
committee is on the job and its lead-
ing light, a slender youth with an over
serious face, flits first here and there,
to see that everything is alright.

Now the crowd begins to filter in.
A Ford drives up and parks in the
dusty road alongside the grove. From
it clambers a bunch of youngsters, two
women who brush the wrinkles from
their skirts as soon as they reach the
ground, and its driver, who locks the
steering wheel, edges over in his seat
and then on to solid earth. They
make their way to the picnic grounds.
Other Fords drive up, discharging
their passengers in almost the same
spot. From the car line comes a
straggling group of the more unfortu-
nates. The ever increasing crowd
reaches the refreshment stands.

‘‘Get your refreshment tickets
here.” A Jewish youth folds up little
green tickets, surrounded by a group"
of prospective buyers.

“What’ll you have Gertie?”
“Want some pop or a sandwich

Marcia?”
A clamor arises.
“Now Morris look oudt. Don’ spill

da sody pop!”
A couple separates from the crowd,

going a little ways off to themselves.

and filling the youths and girls with
an inexpressible restlessness; the
older folks with sleepiness. Aboutthe
speaker—from out of town, but well
known—a small knot presses eagerly,
shaking his hands and asking ques-
tions concerning the radical move-
ment in different-sections of the coun-
try. TJje venders get busy. They
wander about the grounds, punch-
boards in one hand, prizes in the
other.

“Take a chance on a box of candy.”
“Get a camera. Two chances for a

quarter. You’ll want to photograph
some of the prominent Republican
candidates when they come to town.”

“Isn’t this a lovely scarf? One of
the Croatian boys made it. Won’t
you take a chance?”

Over in one corner, a small, pleas-
anti-faced little fellow, - whom every-
one calls “Shorty” presides over a
game of skill.

"Here you are. Step right up, pitch
two bails in the little barrels and win
a box of candy. Three balls for a
dime and you can play as long as
you’ve got dimes.”

A young Croatian steps up.
“Ah, here comes a ballplayer. Now

watch him.”
Plunk, plunk, plunk. The balls hit

the barrels and roll off onto the
ground. Others press forward, anx-
ious to display their skill. Some are
lucky; others ....

The lucky ones move about the
grove, passing the candy around, just
as long as it lasts. About the refresh-
ment stands a small group still re-
mains, munching sandwiches, drink-

ling pop and looking calmly about at
the milling crowd. A straight, but
slender youth wearing a limp brown

( cap bustles about, getting things
ready for the speaking—principal
event of the day. Finally two old
boxes are secured and he mounts
them, calling forth in stentorian
tones.

"Now comrades, everybody crowd
right up close here and it won’t be
any harder on the speaker’s voice.”

The crowd looks at him, rather
dumbly perhaps. Then it begins to
move slowly forward. Newspapers
are brought into play. An obliging
comrade secures a whole armload of
such from somewhere and goes thru
the crowd, passing them out. Most
of the comrades sit down in a circle

' about the improvised rostrum. A few
stand.

The speaker, a handsome, youthful
fellow with an air about him which
impresses one with his earnestness
and knowledge, mounts the rostrum.
As he moves his hand about it is evi-
dent that one thumb is gone—an un-
willing contribution to modern indus-
try, no doubt. He speaks earnestly
and to the point. He does not indulge
in oratory—he delivers a message.
He tells them of things in foreign
countries, analyzes the political situa-
tions there and then compares the
analysis with things in America. He
tells them of a convention held in St.
Paul and of the formation of a Farm-
er-Labor Party, a political party of
the workers. He speaks clearly and
earnestly and tells of the Workers’
Party, his party, its aims and aspira-

Rebellion in Labor UnionsHe bends over her solicitiously.
“What’ll you have dear?”
The pleasant woman’s arms flash

industriously back and forth in the
sun as she cuts off thick slices of
bread, between which she puts liberal
portions of ham. At the pop stand a
constant clicking is heard as the tall,
dignified fellow opens bottles in re-
sponse to the words—grape, lemon
cream, strawberry, root beer. The
little figure in gray striped trousers
still hops about, very much in the
way. The leading light of the ar-
rangements committee stands off a
little to one side, seeing that every-
thing goes off in the right manner.

Members of the crowd recognize fa-
miliar faces and it begins to separate [
into little groups. Plump, Jewish j
women, clad in loose-fitting garments,;
with a bunch of youngsters about ’
their heels, sit fanning themselves in 1
two or three small groups beneath
tall trees. Their spouses, with sol-
emn looks on their faces, bring them
soda pop and sandwiches or else,
stand in small knots, gesticulating
wildly. Two or three groups of
younger Jewish boys and girls frolic
about in the open, their brightly clad,
lithe bodies creating little pictures of
grace and beauty not soon to be for-
gotten. Russians and Croatians stand
about drinking pop and munching
sandwiches. Americans sit about in
the shade conversing with much
laughter or else wander in small
bunches about the grove. From one
group to another roam the older men
and women, exchanging- greetings and
stopping for a moment’s chat.

“Say I see wjiere the Democratsare
going to run W. Z. Foster for presi-
dent .

, .

(Continued from page 6)
l in Europe, so also in America. “The
. long struggle over the leaders’ ac-
! ceptance of the automatic machine in

I industry, with its inroads upon the
: workers’ skill and trade union prac-
, tices; the gradual revulsion against

. an unquestioning pro-war attitude;
i the resentment against leaders’ in-
i actions on trade union amalgama-
i tion; and the conflicting attitude to-
i wards Bolshevik Russia, all helped to

create a true rank and file move-
. ment.”

“In America, moreover, the disap-
pearance (statistically in 1890) of the
frontiers, has slowly changed the
character of\>ur economic life until
by 1920 we were d’completely indus-
trialized nation, whose industrial
workers outnumbered the farm work-
ers and whose urban population ex-
ceeded the rural. Our economic en-
vironment has at last set. In the face
of such changed economic conditions,
the old trade union machinery is
bound to be recognized' as antiquated.
For bread and butter reasons, the
most powerful in the minds of the
unionists, arguments for change must
attain new persuasiveness. Simul'
taneously the problem of democracy
in the unions must attain a new sharp-
ness. For the need and possibility of
some change in the structure and
functioning of the union at once
brings to the fore the old question of
union leadership which possesses a
vested interest in things as they are,
and the machinery of power with
which to maintain it. How in the
face of this condition wjll a change
come to pass?”

labor unions, as also among the rest
of the workers, begins to be broad-
ened and is directed not only for im-
mediate bread and butter solutions,
but against fake labor leaders, th»
employing class and the capitalist
government. Gradually it becomes astruggle against the capitalist class
for rank and file control, workers’
ownership of the means of produc-
tion and distribution, and for a work-
ers’ government.

The struggle is long, but militant
workers have learned much in past
years. The militants and revolution-
ists no longer flock by themselves,
separated from the rank and file in
their love-nest and purity unions. Be-
cause of the systematic campaign of
the Red International of Labor Unions
and in America the Trade Union Edu-
cational League, the militants and
revolutionists stay in the unions in
order to win the rank and file to theirprogram, whether it be amalgamation,
a Labor Party or the Soviet revolu-
tion. If expelled, they fight their way
back into the unions. Regardless ofconsequences, regardless of methods
employed against them, militants
now have as their slogans, “Win the
membership to the militant program.
Conquer the unions for the revolu-
tion.”

This book by Miss Koftild is of

WORKING CLASS REPORTER

M jf

‘
——— "C~ - BUB

Correspondent of Russian “Pravda.”
\

"England’s in a hell of a fix. Why,
during the war . . .

"I’ll tell you the revolution’s right
at hand . , .

"The last time I was in Chicago, I
saw a funny sight. I was going down
State Street . . .

From underneath one of the trees
there comes a shrill scream.

‘‘Abie, Abie, vy you not leave Dor-
othy alone? "Teh, teji, tch,” with a
shake of the head, “vat a boy, vat a
boy.”

It is a peculiar day—half rainy, half
pleasant. Some small gray clouds
float across the face of the sun, plung-
ing the picnic grounds Into a faint
grayness. A few drops of rain fall
desultorily. Then the clouds pass and
once more the sunshine pours down
in a pleasant shower, bathing the
grove below with a soft, warm light'

Today opposition to the bureau-
cratic machinery of the American
Federation of Labor and its respective
units is consciously and militantly or-
ganized and is expressed mainly in
the program and tactics of the Trade
Union Educational League.

This boring from within, perfectly
constitutional methods being em-
ployed, meets with the same opposi-
tion and reactions and suppression
from the "labor leaders” as did what
they called the ‘‘unconstitutional”
revolts of the rank and file. As be-
fore, the rank and file must face the
united front of the labor officials, the
employing class and the government.
Gradually they are realizing that re-
conciliation on the basis of pure wage
settlements is impossible. Even or-
dinary and obviously just bread and
bolter demands meet with the utmost
repression. The struggle within the

tions. Overhead the sun comes from
behind a bank of small, gray clouds
and the speaker winds up his talk
with an earnest peroration.

• • • so that the working class
of America will move forward to
something more than mere political
expression as a class; so that it will
move steadily, unerringly forward to
the dictatorship of the proletariat.”

The crowd applauds. The speaker
steps from the rostrum saying,
“Shorty’s got a skin game over there
in the corner that will now hold the
center of the stage.”

The youth with the stentorian voice
steps up on the platform and makes
a few remarks about local work and
a plea for a large collection. Around
go hats—dollars, half dollars and

: quarters, plunk into their insides.
The crowd separates; the venders

. again go the rounds. Shorty’s game
as usual attracts a number of the com-
rades. Straggling groups begin to
leave the grove and then more. A
Yew hours later only a few are left
and soon, all are gone. A truck filled

, with tubs, tables and empty soda pop
> cases rattles out upon the dusty road.

The sun shine/! lonesomely, weakly,
down upon the trampled grass and lit-

| tered grove. An inquisitive breeze
seeks energetically amongst the scat-

| tered papers, throwing them hither
and thither. A lone bird flies thru
the grove. The breeze tires of its
search; the sun slips stealthily from
sight. In the city, the picnicers go
alone, one by one, to sleep, perhaps to
dream of the coming of tomorrow’s
Red Dawn.

distinctly high value to every worker.
It is a source book of fine historical
need. Its facts are, however, also
marshalled for excellent everyday use.
It is a fighting document for all mili-
tant workers; it is damning against
the labor officialdom. With their own
words is the labor bureaucracy
nailed to the wall.

Kopald deals with simple causes of
the origin of the insurgent strikes,
with bread and butter causes and
brilliantly indicates their development
into broader and, if you pldase, a
revolutionary struggle. A truly valu-
able book which should be widely
circulated and read. It is not neces-
sary here to picture the struggle and
detail the facts given. They will

jspeak for themselves when you read
the book.

The author, of course, writes from
the typical "impartial” intellectual-
istic point of view, and while it should
be clearly understood that the book
is not written by a Communist or
from the Communist viewpoint, it cer-
tainly is a welcome addition to the
sparse literature on such a vitally im-
portant subject as left wing unionism
in America.
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