I[INESE WORKERS AND PEASANTS FIGHT!

By Fred Ellis

workers and peasants against unbear able slavery under the combined imperialist powers and Chinese rene-
nevitable in such a fight in this age— the struggle for the state power of workers’ and peasants’ soviets.

> cause of the workers and farmers of
ind farmers of the entire world should

the entire world,
fight to help them.

{E OPPOSITION HAS TO SAY

Made at the Soviet Union Communist Party Executive
ZINOVIEV, TROTSKY — AND STALIN

II. Trotsky's Speech

inaccuracies which are apparent
Trotsky.)

(On Thursday morning, December 22, The DAILY WORKER
will publish the speech of Joseph Stalin, Secretary of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union, in reply to the calumnies and

in the speeches of Zinoviev and
—EDITOR.

“Advice Hidden.”

THE selected apparatus having hid-

den. this advice, we are now con-
fronted with the results. The leading
fraction thinks it can do anything it
likes by violence, but it is profoundly
wrong. By terrorizing the Party the
ruling fraction is lowering its capa-
city to maintain fear over the class
enemies, -

The Party regime expresses the en-
tire policy of the leadership.

Of late the class basis of this policy

has moved from left to right: from
the workers to the lower middle class,

from the worker to the technical ex-
pert, from the rank and file Party
member to the bureaucrat, from the
poor peasant to the rich peasant, from
the Shanghai worker to Chiang Kai-
shek, from the Chinese peasants to
the upper class officers’ clique, from
the British workers to Purcell, Hicks,
the General Council people, ete. This
is the very substance of Stalinism.
Though the Stalin fraction is deal-
ing blows left and right, it is really
giving way to blows from the left and
right. It is adopting a bureaucratic
centrist policy half-way between two

class policies.

But the transition from the work-
ing class to a middle class policy takes
a zigzag course; extension of the elec-
toral instructions under pressure from
the rich peasants (the whip from the
right), then its withdrawal under
pressure from the opposition (the
whip from the left). In spite of many
zig-zags in labor legislation the gen-
eral course is to the right.

The recent jubilee manifesto is un-
doubtedly a left zig-zag, but we must
not forget at the moment that it is
only a zig-zag.

The jubilee zig-zag to the left im-
mediately realized will meet with
most stern resistance in the ranks of
the majority itself. Today “get rich
quick” and tomorrow bribes from the
rich peasants. Behind the backs of
the extreme bureaucrats there stands
the awakening bourgeoisie. . .(Trotsky
is interrupted by extreme commotion,
noise, hooting and cries of “get down.”
The delegates rise and leave the hall).

(To Be Continued.)

By MARTIN ABERN.
The economic theories developed or

To many, this new development is
unusual; actually, it is natural, in-
evitable and based on ascertainable
causes.

The trend in professional baseball
is for trustification of the enterprise,
towards a system of concentration of
the ownership of the ball teams thru-
out the country, high and low, and
towards interlocking 'directorates or
‘ownership.

Whereas in the past, a Major

KARL MARX AND TE
- OF BASEBALL

jLeague Ball owner, for example, of
'New York, Pittsburgh, Chicago or St.
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superior teams. But this is a strug-

gle within big business itself an.d‘
the laws formulated by Karl Marx are | which, no doubt for its own economic

now making themselves felt in the | . :
field of sports, particularly baseball. adjustment. But adjustment with the

interests, it will find some ways of

petty bourgeoisie owners leaving out
of account the laborers, the players,
is n.ot so simple.

Squeezing the Little Fellows.

As we note today, it is insufficient,
for example, for a steel corporation
merely to have control over matters
in its immediate vicinity, the factory,
ground, the men in the factory, and
so on. It is essential that it also
control, dominate and own subsidiary
bodies and raw materials. So such
corporations own also railroads, coal

| mines, electric power plants, etc. That
lis, all the raw materials also which
'go into the final making of a particu-

Louis, was satisfied to despoil and
profit through the ownership of his

particular group of players, it is now |

feund necessary to maintain eitheri

domination or actual ownership of a|

group of teams in the minor leagues.
Big and Little Magnates.

This is resulting in a good deal of
discussion aud bivter dissension be-
tween the owners of the teams in the
larger cities, or major leagues, and
the minor league teams; that is, a
struggle between big business and
small busincss, or the petty bour-
geoisie of baseball,
| Some Exceptions,

Baseball rules and laws, of course,
‘are not governed entirely even by or-
|dinary capitalist procedure. They

'have their own special laws such as
'velate to the ownership and trade of
 their labor, that is, the 'ball players,
'which go further in their enslaving
'aspect, contractually, than even ordi-
‘nary capitalist business. But with
' this we are not concerning ourselves
‘at the moment. :
Big Capital Counts. 2

It has been noted even in recent
years that such ball clubs as New
York and Chicago and those having
the largest sources of income are the
ones to get the best commodities—
the best baseball products. The less
influential and rich owners of major
league teams have to be satisfied with
lesser products. The result is that
such teams as the New York Yankees,
the Giants. Chicago, manage to get

lar product. While in the past, it is
true, such monopoly tended toward
cheaper prices, and often better pro-
ducts, today we know that the result
is monopoly of price and, due to the
partial eiimination of competitive
forces, the passing off of inferior pro-
ducts.
The Competitive Period.

For years in the history of baseball
and in fact up to a very recent per-
iod, the little fellows, that is, in the
small towns throughout the country,
such as Dallas, Texas, San Francisco,
California, Waco, Texas, Minneapolis,
Minn,, and so on (to use names at
random to illustrate. I do not know

| the status of these particular clubs)
| had ownership of their teams.

In
many cases, it has been a “sporting”
propesition, a town-booming proposi-

{tion, and not entirely an ordinary

business proposition, though the trend
is very much in the latter direction,
even in these places. For the most
part, the owners of these small town
teams depended upon the sale of a
particular player who might have ex-
ceptional ability to a higher grade
team, and thus perhaps realize finan-
cial equilibrium over the period of a
baseball season.

Small Fry Methods.
However, like all other petty bour-
geois business men who are after their
full pound of flesh, or, if you please,
desire their rights, these little fry

|naturally try to squeeze the highest
price possible out of the big business
baseball moguls and have often suc-
ceeded. Since sport is not sport, but
business, the Morgans of baseball,
such as the John McGraws, the Ru-
| perts, the Wrigleys and the rest have
sometimes squirmed and become a bit
sore over these excessive prices, as
they termed them. Occasionally, they
received a “lemon” and were soured.
Generally, they “strike” the minors
pretty hard thru the “draft” and other
forms of squeezing. Still, this method
of ebtaining new players desired in
the big business institutions was too
unsatisfactory and uncertain. Big
baseball was and is determined to
have a permanent source of supply
of raw material.

Buying the Source of Supply.

In recent years, therefore, major
league ball teams have been either
openly or secretly (more often the
latter, because they did not wish as
yvet such transactions to be publicly
known), purchasing minor league ball
teams.

This practice was instituted in a
large degree by Branch Rickey, for-
mer manager of the St. Louis Car-
dinals, who purchased, for instance,
the Syracuse, Ft. Smith and Houston
teams and developed his raw mater-
ial of baseball players at the source.

Cheaper Labor.

He was then later able to ‘bring
them to the major league team of St.
Louis at little or no cost at all. In
other cases, the practice of lending
or “forming out” players to smaller
teams for further training and devel-
opment, that is, for finishing up or
polishing up within their own labora-
tories, has been a steady and common
practice, Virtually every team in the
major league has followed this meth-
od. Now it is desirous of having com-
plete ownership and certainty in this
field as far as possible.

Big Business Methods.

The methods of big business, of ad-
vanced capitalist economy, must and
will prevail throughout baseball. With
economic foresight, such as it is, they
are preparing for the future. Indi-
vidual ownership is passing; the sale
and distribution of the commodity—
‘the baseball plaver. the form of his

contracts, promise to become even
more rigid and slave-like, going much
further than the well known and
hideous “yellow-dog contract,” in their
form (as is known, the slaves of
baseball nave no union, although
Davey Puitz attempted many years
ago to form such an organization.)
Some Revolts.

This might be of interest to the
youth for a detailed article some
other time, as would also be probably
the history of the occasional rebellions
and revolts in baseball: the successful
one of the American League and the
unsuccessful revolt of the Federal
Leayue.

In essence, this struggle is a strug-
gle between the bourgeoisie of base-
ball and the petty bourgeoisie, in
which the players themselves have
very little say, except occasionally,
and particularly when there is one of
marked calibre who is able to sell his
labor power, or ability to play, at a
high price, such as Babe Ruth or Ty
Cobb.

No Longer a Sport.

Hereafter, therefore, it will be an
increased method to dig up rookies, to
train them for years on minor league
teams which are owned by that par-
ticular big league team, and then to
bring them to the big league team.

Some may lament this development
in baseball, believing that it is still
a sport instead of a purely com-
mercial proposition. It still is a sport
in some places, (sandlots mainly) but
not in very many, and surely the re-
jcent scandals in baseball should
awaken everyone to realize that this
“sport” is no different than selling
potatoes, cabbages, railroads, or seats
in the Senate.

It would be well for the youth es-
pecially to learn these lessons and to
recognize that professional sports am
purely capitalistic enterprises anr
that the entertainment of the youth is
of really no concern to them, not to
speak of their physical and mental
development.

Professional and Employers’ Sports
Against Workers’ Sports.

The outcome of this conflict be-
tween big business and little business
is quite clear: the little fellows will
be squeezed, cry and resist as they
will. As Miller Huggins, Yankee
manager, puts it: “Whether or not it
will be a good thing for baseball, I
won't attempt to say, gt it’s surely
coming—unless, of course, legislation
should be passed by baseball itself to
prevent the practice.”

The Trend of Development.

Cheap materials, control of raw
material, ownership of the products
from top to bottom—that is ¢he de-

velopment of baseball today in
America. Other sports will show
similar developments. Professional

baseball is hokum and clever exploi-
tation, both of the players themselves
and of the masses who come to watch.
- With scandal, gambling, corruption,
exploitation in this field of profes-
sional baseball, it becomes more neces-
sary than ever in this country to de-
velop a workers’ sports movement.
Here and there, in the soccer field, for
example, we have already such work-
ers’ organization, but the mass of
young people in this country are in-
terested in the two major sports of
baseball and football.
Sport and Company Unions.

Owners of large factories, such as
the Western Electric and many other
big corporations realize this, and
take advantage of this natural in-
terest to develop a greater loyalty,
interest and speed of work on the
part of their employees. They toss
out a few pennies of their profits for
a gymnasium, baseball or football
field, and then tell the boys to go to
it. A

Workers’ Sports.

Trustification, monopoly, company
union baseball,—all these parallel the
development of capitalism in the
fields of industry and finance. As we
endeavor to meet and resist capitalist
oppression on the *economic and
political field through our trade
unions, cooperatives and political par-
ties of labor, the working youth must
consider the formation of workers’
sport organizations, for their physicgd
and mental development, on a class
basis. 5

Questions and Answers
Of First Delegation

To U.S.S.R. Published

Following the publication of the of-
ficial report of the first American la-
bor delegation to Soviet Russia, head-
ed by James P. Maurer, the Workers
Library Publishers of this city, have
just issued in book form the inter-
view of this delegation with Josef
Stalin, head of the All Union Commu. /
nist Party. The book is issued under:
the title of “Questions and Answers to
{American Trade Uhionists” and is pre-
| faced by an introduction by Jay Love-
! stone, secretary of the Workers (Com-
| munist) Party,
| The questions asked by the delega-
! tion concern the connection between
| the Cofgmunist Party and the govern-
!ment, the relation between the city
workers and peasants, the attitude of
the Party towards religion and other
matters. Stalin answers all these
questions in detail and brilliantly.

Stalin Also Asks Questions.

After answering all the questions
submitted, Stalin begged permission
to ask questions of the delegation,
Brophy, Coyle, Robt. Dunn and others
of the American delegation answered
various questions put by Stalin on why
trade unions in the U. S. are so small,
why there is no Labor Party and on
other matters of particular interest to
American workers, 3

“Questions and Answers to Ameri-
can Trade Unionists” sells at 25 cents
a copy and can be secured from the
publishers at 39 E. 125 St., New York,






