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50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE USSR

The international Communist and workers’ movement, all progres-
sives of the world are broadly marking the 50th anniversary of the
formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

The following are excerpts from Party resolutions and statements

on this anniversary date by prominent figures in the Communist and
workers’ movement,

ARGENTINA

“The 50th anniversary of the formation of the USSR, which
launched the important stage of worker and peasant power and led
to the growing influence of socialist ideas on the world revolution-
ary and liberation movement, is an event of historic significance
for all progressive mankind,” said Geronimo Arnedo Alvarez, Gen-
eral Secretary of the CC, CP Argentina, in an interview to a TASS
correspondent in October of this year.

“Socialism has proved in practice that the national question—one
of the most complex problems of social development—can be solved
only when the proleeariat comes to power.”

It should also be noted, said the General Secretary, that the
very formation of the multinational Soviet state was and remains
a tremendous stimulus for the liberation struggle of all peoples
oppressed by imperialism, Consistent fulfilment of Lenin’'s plan
for solving the national problem has demonstrated its universal
significance. The most severe trials which the Soviet people experi-
enced as they built, consolidated, and defended the socialist system
have still further consolidated the fraternal union of the peoples,
nationalities and ethnic minorities comprising the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics. And this union was a guarantee of all the
Soviet people’s achievements and particularly in the victory in
the Great Patriotic War,

At the same time the achievements of the peoples that in tsarist
Russia were destitute and backward are vivid proof that the eco-
nomic, social and cultural progress of each nation of the socialist
community is a source of inspiration and a stimulus for peoples still
suffering from imperialist oppression and still dependent on foreign
monopolies, especially of the United States.

VENEZUELA

Interviewed by a TASS correspondent, Jesus Faria, General
Secretary of the Communist Party of Venezuela, and Member of
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Parliament, said that formation of the USSR with the world’s first
government of workers and peasants headed by V. I. Lenin, had
resulted in a signal victory. It serves as a great and beneficial
lesson for other multinational states where some races or nationali-
ties oppress and exploit others, as was the case in tsarist Russia
and as is the case today in the United State and other capitalist
countries,

Faria cited concrete figures on oil, steel, cement, electric power
and coal production in the USSR. He noted that the high rate of
housing construction continues to grow. The social measures
mapped out by the 24th Congress of the CPSU are being systematic-
ally carried out. As of September 1, 1971, there was a 15 per cent
wage increase for eight million workers and employees, prices on
consumer goods are reduced according to state plan.

The CPSU is growing stronger. It is a militant and closely-knit
proletarian Party adhering to internationalist positions and possess-
ing a rich political culture.

The plans for peace and peaceful coexistence, particularly the
Peace Program adopted by the 24th CPSU Congress, are successfully
being realized. Proof of this are the important agreements signed
with the FRG, the four-power agreement on Berlin, the agreements
with the U.S. government, the wide support in the UN for Soviet
proposals on holding a world conference on disarmament and ban-
?ing all tests of nuclear and chemical weapons and many other
acts,

Soviet Communists, Faria went on to say, are giving and will
continue to give help to the heroic people of Indochina in their
struggle against American aggression,

The Soviet Union, he said, is expanding its foreign trade on the
basis of mutual benefit, mutual respect and non-interference in
each other’s internal affairs.

Faria, who recently visited the Soviet Union, was asked to
comment on the attitude in the Soviet Union towards relations with
the Latin American countries. “In all social quarters there is a
great readiness for friendship with peoples of Latin America, in-
cluding the people of Venezuela, with which the Soviet Union has
had normal diplomatic relations for two years now. As a Vene-
zuelan and internationalist, I am very happy to witness closer ties
between the people of the USSR and the people of Venezuela.”

To the working people of Venezuela and particularly to our
revolutionary working class I can say, Faria concluded, that we
are not alone in our liberation struggle, that we enjoy the solidarity
and moral support of all progressive countries headed by the
Soviet Union where exploitation of man by man has been abolished
once and for all, where socialism has won a complete victory and
where the firm foundations of Communist society are being laid.
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GDR

The Seventh Central Committee Plenum of the Socialist Unity
Party of Germany was held in Berlin October 12, 1972. A Polit-
bureau report delivered by Werner Lambertz, Politbureau member
and Secretary of the CC SUPG, said in part: “The Communists and
Workers’ Parties, progressive forces the world over are preparing
to mark the 50th anniversary of the USSR together with the Soviet
people. They strive to make the celebration of this event an impos-
ing demonstration of close alliance and unity with the Party and
country of Lenin.”

The speaker then reported on progress in fulfilling the decision
of the Fifth Plenum of the CC SUPG on preparations for the 50th
anniversary of the formation of the USSR.

He said in conclusion: “The formation of the USSR and its mo-
mentous development —a historic event and achievement - is being
marked by further raising the level of socialist public activities
in the GDR, further strengthening fraternal relations with the
country of Lenin and by effectively educating Party members and
all working people in the spirit of proletarian internationalism.”

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

In the beginning of October, 1972 the Secretariat of the Central
Committee of the Working People’s Party of Vietnam passed a
resolution “On Preparations for the 50th Anniversary of the Forma-
tion of the USSR.”

The resolution stresses that the formation of the USSR is an
event of historic significance and a great victory for the peoples
of the Soviet Union. It is also a victory for the working class and
the oppressed people of the whole world in their struggle for
peace, national independence, democracy and socialism.

Now, 50 years since its formation, the Soviet Union is a mighty
socialist state. Together with other fraternal socialist countries
the Soviet Union is actively contributing to the defense of peace
and rendering aid to the revolutionary movement of the peoples.
The USSR has helped tremendously the revolutionary cause of the
Vietnamese people.

Preparations for the 50th anniversary should be used to help
acquaint the Vietnamese people with the all-round achievements of
the Soviet Union and its constituent republics and strengthen the
friendship and solidarity between the peoples of Vietnam and the
Soviet Union. The resolution lists concrete measures to this effect.
The CC WPPV appointed a special committee to coordinate the
program of these activities.
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WEST BERLIN

Delegates to the Third Congress of the Socialist Unity Party
of West Berlin, held October 20-22, unanimously passed a resolution
entitled, “For Strong Friendship and Solidarity with the USSR.”

“The anniversary of the Soviet state,” says the resolution, “is
a festive occasion for the international working class, the national
liberation movement, for all people struggling against imperialism
and war, for peace, democracy and socialism.”

The entire development of the Soviet Union is cogent proof that
“when the workers and the peasants led by a Marxist-Leninist
party, are in power, where they themselves govern the state, the
economy and society there are no crises, no insecurity, no unem-
ployment, nor the danger of man’s creative powers being exploited
in the interests of capitalist profit drive and expansion.”

While the history of world imperialism is a record of arms races
and wars, “socialism, the power of workers and peasants genuinely
interested in preserving the peace, has no need for wars. Socialism
needs peace to flourish and proof of this is the great Peace Program
adopted by the 24th CPSU Congress. It is founded on the Leninist

principles of peaceful coexistence and is now being successfully
translated into reality.”

INDIA

At its session held in New Delhi on August 24-28, 1972, the
National Council of the CP of India adopted a resolution on the
50th anniversary of the formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics. The resolution reads:

The world working class and all progressive humanity will cele-
brate on December 30 this year the historic event of the 50th

anniversary of the formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics.

The victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution in Russia
and the spread of its triumphant banner to all the regions of the
former Tsarist empire made possible the emergence of the USSR
as a multinational united state. The former prison house of nations
was converted into a firmly knit union of fraternal nations and
nationalities under the leadership of the working class headed by
the immortal Communist Party of the Soviet Union with the free

and voluntary consent of the revolutionary masses of these
republics.

The formation of the USSR represented the triumph of the prin-
ciples of proletarian internationalism. It represented the victory of
Leninist theory and policies of the national question, being the
result of the direct guidance of the Great Lenin.
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The 50-year experience of the USSR as a multinational state
of a new type shows that only a socialist revolution secures a
close unification of all the popular forces, led by the working class
with the aim of ending all exploitation and with it national op-
pression. The USSR has stood the test of unprecedented historical
tests and trials. It has proved to be the most expedient state form
for the accomplishment of unprecedented tasks in all spheres of
social life, above all, the building of socialism, the defeat of
Nazi aggression and the construction of the material-technical
basis of communism. It has not only abolished all national discrimi-
nation and inequality, but brought a splendid new life to many
peoples who had been literally on the verge of extinction. It has
demonstrated how socialism engenders mass heroism and self-
sacrifice, enabling backward nations to leap across the gulf of
centuries-old inequality. It has provided illuminating examples of
the historic leap of pre-capitalist societies to socialism along the
non-capitalist path. It has built up a state whose unity and might

is the best bulwark of all states and peoples fighting for peace,
freedom and socialism.

The National Council of the Communist Party of India joins all
left and democratic parties and forces in our country in hailing
this great historic event. It points out that the 50-year experience
of the USSR is a veritable treasure house for all in our country
who wish to preserve and develop the unity of our country, end
all imbalances in our development and achieve the unity and
equality of all the nationalities in our country.

The National Council of the Communist Party of India reiterates
that it is not enough to hail this great event but to learn from
it for the benefit of our people and bur country. It directs all Party
members and units to celebrate this event by holding seminars,
mass meetings and demonstrations dedicated to this event through-
out the month of December 1972. Above all, it is essential to bring
the message of this great event to our working class, agricultural
laborers and toiling peasants, our working intelligentsia, youth and
students.

The National Council of the Communist Party of India appeals
to all left and democratic parties and forces, to all mass organi-
zations of our working people and other progressive organizations

to join together to celebrate this great jubilee of the Soviet Union,
the truest friend of India.

INDONESIA

The resolution “On the 50th Anniversary of the USSR” adopted
by the Second Plenum of the Committee Abroad of the Communist
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Party of Indonesia and published in the journal Tekad Rakjat No.
9, 1972, reads in part:

“The year 1972 is the 50th anniversary year of the USSR, the
first socialist state in the world. This anniversary is of extraordinary
historic importance.

“The foundation of this first workers’ and peasants’ state is a
big victory not only for the proletariat of different nations in
the USSR, but also in the whole world, while on the other hand,
it constitutes a blow to the imperialist forces and other oppressive
classes.”

Then the resolution speaks of the triumph of the Leninist
national policy in the USSR, the consistent fight of the Soviet
state against the forces of imperialism, reaction and war, its
constant aid to the Communist, working-class and national libera-
tion movements, the vast importance of the decisions of the 24th
CPSU Congress. In conclusion, the resolution says:

“The Indonesian Communists and people have for a long time
felt the international solidarity of the Soviet people, at the time
of their struggle for independence against colonialism and at the
time of uniting the country (the liberation of West Irian). At this
moment, while undergoing suppression from internal reaction
backed by the imperialists, particularly the U.S., the Indonesian
people also feel the solidarity of the Soviet people.

“The stronger and more successful the Soviet people are in

building communism in the USSR, the more successful the struggle
of the peoples of the world, the Indonesian people included, for

independence, democracy, peace and socialism, against imperialism,
reaction and war.”

COSTA RICA

On September 24, 1972, a plenary meeting of the Central Com-
mittee of the People’s Vanguard Party of Costa Rica adopted a
statement on the 50th anniversary of the formation of the USSR
which reads: “The People’s Vanguard Party of Costa Rica enthu-
siastically joins in marking this date which is a red-letter event
for all those who are struggling against imperialism, for democ-

racy, and the formation of a society free from exploitation of
man by man.” :

The struggle of Russian Communists, says the document, led to
the emergence of the Soviet Union, a fraternity of nations unprece-
dented in the history of mankind. “The Leninist national policy was
the theoretical foundation of and guiding force behind this process.
The USSR is the embodiment of a dependable and reliable unity

that no one, not even the most rabid enemies of communism, dare
to question.”
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The Plenum noted that the Leninist national policy was particu-
larly important in correctly appraising the so-called “Central Ameri-
can problem,” which emerged “exclusively as a result of imperialist
attempts to unite the peoples of the Central American region into
a single political entity with all ensuing economic and military
consequences. In this way they try to reinforce imperialist domina-
tion and step up the exploitation of the working people. The aim is
to impose such unity on us by force.

“We Communists are waging a struggle against such false unity,
while simultaneously working to strengthen the ties linking the
peoples and their revolutionary vanguards. Leninism and the Soviet
experience show that genuine unity can be attained only on the
basis of genuine independence.

“The main aim of imperialism and counter-revolution is to
undermine the Soviet Union’s international prestige. They persist
in fabricating falsehoods and slander fully realizing that the revolu-
tionary and democratic movement becomes weaker as it loses
contact with the Soviet Union, the most dependable revolutionary
bastion of our age. It is not accidental that anti-Sovietism has be-
come imperialism’s main ideological weapon. Imperialism condones
any ‘ultra-revolutionary’ freaks as long as their hall-mark is anti-
Sovietism.

“We Costa Rican Communists reject anti-Sovietism in any form,
for objectively it serves imperialist interests, We express our con-
viction that the forces of popular unity, faced with the realistic
prospect of coming to power and carrying out social transforma-
tions, should not be contaminated by anti-Sovietism.”

The plenum resolved:

a) to send a message of greetings to the CPSU, the government
and people of the Soviet Union in connection with the 50th anni-
versary of the formation of the USSR;

b) to study the basic principles of the Leninist national policy
in all Party cells and to popularize them among the working people;

¢) to plan measures to mark the approaching anniversary with
the view of informing the people of the just policy and important
economic and cultural achievements of the Soviet Union;

d) to broaden the ideological struggle against anti-Sovietism,
especially on the even of the 50th anniversary of the formation of
the USSR, when a broad anti-Soviet campaign can be expected;

e) to join in all activities being planned in Central America in
connection with the anniversary.

FRANCE

In an interview with TASS, Jacques Duclos, Politbureau member
of the French Communist Party, said that the formation of the
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USSR in ‘December 1922 was of tremendous historical significance
for all mankind.

The principles on which the USSR was built up have given rise
to relations of a new type between nations and states which had
previously been subjected to imperialism and colonial oppression.
The October Revolution made a breach in the world capitalist
system.

V. 1. Lenin played a decisive role in framing the principles o%
Soviet state formation. To this day Lenin’s teaching exerts a deter-
mining influence on the development of the theory and practice of
the struggle of the workers’ movement in the capitalist world.

Jacques Duclos further noted the significance of the Leninist
principles of solving the national question for the struggle of the
French working class for the freedom and independence of the
colonial peoples. The anti-colonial struggle has become part of the
class struggle against capitalist exploitation.

The peoples of the whole world have drawn and will doubtlessly
continue to draw on the rich experience of the Soviet Union.

Following the establishment of Soviet power it become necessary
to coordinate the efforts of the Soviet republics in establishing
economic and cultural ties and in common defense. The existence
of the Soviet Union made possible the mobilization of mighty forces
for building the material basis of socialism. The marshalling of
the tremendous human and material resources of all Union repub-
lics made for grand achievements.

The USSR is exerting great efforts to consolidate peace, cham-
pions peaceful coexistence and opposes all imperialist intrigues.
This makes the USSR a reliable stronghold of world peace. The 24th
CPSU Congress drew up a broad program of struggle for peace,
which was approved by all peoples aspiring to peace.

For the people of France, the Soviet Union, which made a gran-
diose contribution to mankind’'s liberation from Hitlerism, is a
guarantee of stable peace on earth, including the European con-
tinent. The working people of France support an early holding of
an all-European conference on security and cooperation, convened
on the initiative of the Soviet Union and the countries of the
socialist community. The French people see in this conference a
guarantee of peace for the countries of Europe and the whole world.

ECUADOR

A plenary meeting of the CC, CP of Ecuador, held on August
19-20, 1972, unanimously passed a decision on preparations for
the 50th anniversary of the formation of the USSR.

In the early part of September, Pedro Saad, General Secretary
of the CP of Ecuador, was in Havana at the invitation of the CC,
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CP of Cuba, where he gave an interview to a TASS correspondent.
He said:

“For the communists of Ecuador the 50th anniversary of the
USSR is an event of great importance. We regard this anniversary
as a great event not only for the Soviet people, but for all progres-
sive and democratic forces of the world.”

The Soviet Union, a multinational state of the working people,
he continued, has made great progress. The USSR shows that a
working class guided by the immortal theory of Marxism-Leninism,
is capable of transforming in a historically short period of time, a
backward country, such as tsarist Russia was, into a mighty state,
the Soviet Union with its enormous, constantly expanding econo-
mic potential.

All this creates the prerequisites for the Soviet Union to over-
take, in all respects and very soon, the United States, the most
developed capitalist country. In many ways, said Pedro Saad, the
USSR has already matched and surpassed the USA.

The Soviet Union is a great scientific and cultural state where
the people shape their own future and are victoriously building
communism, daily improving their well-being, helping other nations
struggling against imperialist aggression in all forms.

The Soviet Union’s policy, which rests on the principles of
peaceful coexistence of states with differing political systems, said
Pedro Saad, has found brilliant expression in the grand Peace Plan

charted by the 24th CPSU Congress. This policy evokes growing
enthusiasm among all people of the world who want to deliver
humankind from the inferno of war.

This year, Pedro Saad said in conclusion, progressives the world
over will mark the 50th anniversary of the formation of the USSR

whose achievements and example show the way to the final
emancipation of mankind.
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CONGRESSES AND CONFERENCES

17th CONGRESS OF CP OF ISRAEL

THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT IN THE SERVICE OF
AMERICAN IMPERIALISM'S GLOBAL POLICY

The 17th Congress records that in recent years Israel's depend-
ence on American Imperialism has increased.

U.S. policy in the Middle East is shaped by the interests of Ame-
rican monopolists who are plundering the wealth of this region.
This policy is aimed at liquidating anti-imperialist regimes in the
Arab states, preventing development of the popular movement for
national and social emancipation and using the Mediterranean as
a springboard against the Soviet Union and the other socialist coun-
tries. In order to carry out these predatory plans American imperial-
ism is prepared to sacrifice the Arab and Jewish youth.

Imperialism’s failure to accomplish these goals and the weaken-
ing of its positions in the world and in our region have forced it
to maneuver and, hence, its changing tactics in the Middle East.

Up until the present time, the most important aspect of U.S.
policy has been continuation of the aggression in our region which
was launched in June 1967 with the aid of the Israeli rulers. Ame-
rican imperialism is using Israel as an effective military and poli-
tical weapon against the anti-imperialist Arab states, is whipping
up the arms race in our region, generously supplying the Israeli
rulers with offensive weaponry (Phantom planes, modern, sophisti-
cated weaponry and production of modern weapons in Israel), It
opposes all efforts to fulfil Security Council Resolution No. 242 and
hinders a political solution of the Middle East crisis.

In order to avoid a further decline of its positions in the Middle
East, American imperialism resorts now and then to all manner of
trickery masquerading as an intermediary between Israel and the
Arab states. By resorting to such trickery and tactical maneuvers
American imperialism hopes to bolster the position of its agents
and its own influence in the Arab countries in order to stop anti-
imperialist and anti-capitalist development there and drive a wedge
between these countries and the Soviet Union and the other social-
ist countries.

Relations between the ruling forces of the United States and Isra-

Excerpts from Congress resolutions. Other Congress material can be found in the
preceding number of the Bulletin.
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el are determined mainly by their joint positions in the world im-
perialist struggle against the forces of peace, national independence
and socialism. This cooperation found expression in an anti-Com-
munist and anti-Soviet accord. The main element in this coopera-
tion which in effect is a collusion between American imperialism
and the Israeli rulers, is American imperialism, while the Israeli
rulers connected with it are today more subordinated to it than
ever before.

However, acting in the interests of the Israeli bourgeoisie and
Zionism, the Israeli rulers from time to time attempt to influence
American policy on one or another problem. Nevertheless, the rela-
tions between the U.S. and Israeli rulers are basically relations of
subordination to the American imperialists who are working in
their own interests.

Those who shape Israeli government policy use all their sources
of pressure in the United States in order to guide U.S. policy to-
wards an extremely aggressive course, towards aggravation of re-
lations between the United States and the Soviet Union and other
socialist countries. The Israeli rulers hope that as international ten-
sions increase, American and other imperialists will show a greater
interest in Israeli services in the Middle East. In exchange they
hope to carry out their own plans, the Zionist plans of territorial
expansion with the help of American imperialism. ¥

The Israeli rulers readily serve the American imperialists in
many spheres.

First and foremost, the Israeli government is at the service of
imperialism in its struggle against the national liberation move-
ment of the Arab peoples and particularly against the anti-imperial-
ist regimes in the Arab countries.

Besides these basic services, the Israeli government offers im-
perialism its “good services” in other ways, most important of
which is the development of economic, military and political con-
tacts with various African, Asian and Latin American countries in
the interests of the imperialist countries, basically the United
States.

By broadening military-political cooperation with reactionary
African rulers the Israeli government hopes that these rulers will
support Israel’s aggressive policy against the Arab countries. Sur-
prising facts have come to light concerning extensive military ties
between Israel and Ethiopia, for instance the visit to Ethiopia in
September 1971 of the former chief of the Israeli General Staff
Haim Barley, not, as was officially stated, for a vacation, but to
cement military cooperation.

Israel’s military cooperation with certain African countries is
meant as encouragement for the reactionary pro-imperialist forces
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in African countries in their opposition to the progressive move-
ments. Events have shown, however, that Israel’s gains in Africa
are temporary because the objective interests of the African states
require consolidation of political and economic independence, which,
in turn, calls for a policy opposing imperialist plunder and counter-
ing imperialist agents in Africa. The collapse of Israel’s military,

political and economic positions in Uganda is characteristic of the
trend of events.

The 17th Congress records that the Israeli government is doing
a big service to imperialist policy by its systematic, constant,
strident worldwide campaign against the Soviet Union.

For this purpose the Israeli government has brought into play
all its political and propaganda means and mass media to fight
against communism, and in the first place against the Soviet Union.
In the UN the Israeli government occupies the attention of the
General Assembly and the various commissions and committees
with anti-Soviet diatribes.

Israel’s anti-Soviet agitation is also intended to mislead public
opinion in our own country, to draw the people’s attention away
from the urgent problems, the inevitable failure of official policy
and Israel's growing isolation on the world scene.

Under the guise of “concern” for Jews in the Soviet Union, the
anti-Soviet gathering in Brussels in early 1971 was actually meant
to organize an anti-Soviet campaign on a world scale. Its purpose
was to divert the attention of world public from the American
aggression in Southeast Asia, on the one hand, and the persecution
of the Arab population on occupied territory, on the other.

The Israeli government, relying mainly on the support of Ame-

rican imperialism, is ready to serve and does serve other imperialist
states too.

FOR A JUST AND STABLE PEACE,
FOR RESPECT OF THE PEOPLES' RIGHTS

FOR A JUST AND STABLE PEACE BETWEEN ISRAEL
AND THE ARAB COUNTRIES

Since the June 1967 war it has become increasingly clear to a
large body of Israeli and world public opinion that official Israeli
policy aims at annexing territory, forcing a solution by military
diktat, abolishing the rights of the Arab people of Palestine,
frustrating international peace efforts and preventing implementa-
tion of the November 22, 1967 Security Council resolution. The
government is well aware of the fact that this policy absolutely
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rules out the attainment of peace. And if among Israeli politicians
in the ruling circles there are some who are ready to claim, lie
and swear that all their efforts are directed to achieving peace,
there are also others who state openly that they are striving for
annexations, although this prevents establishing a just and stable
peace between Israel and the Arab states.

Rulers who closely follow the Zionist conception which proclaims
occupation and expansion (“living space,” according to Moshe
Dayan) as one of the tasks, are trying to justify occupation ideolo-
gically. They regard every conquest and extension of the boundaries
as a stage on the way to establishing domination over all of
Palestine.

In view of the change in the balance of forces in the world and
in the Middle East and proceeding from the desire of the people of
Israel and the Arab countries for peace, and in the light of the
proposals of the Soviet Union concerning peace and the construc-
tive stand by Egypt and other Arab states, the Communist Party of
Israel again declares to the people of Israel that assertion to the
effect that “there is no choice,” and that “our lot is eternal war”
are absolutely erroneous.

Once again our Party stresses that the bloodshed can be stopped
and a just and stable peace established, that the historical oppor-
tunity exists to open a new chapter in Israeli-Arab relations. Our
Party has exposed the true meaning of the demagogic government
declarations “only direct negotiations” and “first of all determine
the nature of peace,” whose aim is to pile up obstacles on the road
to peace. Our Party has told the people the truth that our realistic
alternative is either a stable and just peace without annexation or
war which could lead Israel to a national catastrophe.

The 17th Congress stressed that a just and stable peace can be
established between Israel and the Arab states through fulfilment
of all the provisions of the November 22, 1967 Security Council
resolution which declares that to establish a just and stable peace
in the Middle East Israel must withdraw its troops from the areas
occupied in June 1967 and both sides must discontinue all specula-
tion concerning the state of war. There must be respect for the
sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of all states in
that region and their right to live in peace within the recognized
and secure boundaries without being threatened by the use of
force. It is also imperative to find a just solution to the problem of
refugees and guarantee freedom of navigation on the international
waterways in the Middle East.

The peace which could be established through fulfilment of all
provisions of the Security Council resolution would be a stable
peace based on an agreement signed by both sides and on effective
safety guarantees for both sides, such as establishing demilitarized
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zones, introducing UN forces, guarantees by the great powers or
the Security Council. Such a peace would be a significant step
inrward towards establishing cooperation and good relations in the
uture.

The Israeli people’s supreme interest is to find a common langu-
age with the Arab states and the Arab people of Palestine. The
Israeli government’s plans for territorial expansion, its refusal to
recognize the lawful national rights of the Arab people of Palestine
run counter to this national interest. Implementation of the
Security Council resolution, leading to a peaceful settlement with
the Arab states and making it possible to establish good relations
with the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries, the peoples
of Asia, Africa and Latin America, with all the peoples of the
world, would serve to establish a peace guaranteeing Israel’s
security and future.

The 17th Congress appeals to all peace supporters in Israel to do
their utmost to bring to reality this historical opportunity of
achieving a stable and just peace.

OBSERVING THE RIGHTS OF THE ARAB PEOPLE
OF PALESTINE

For many years the Communist Party of Israel has been working
for recognition by Israel of the national rights of the Arab people

of Palestine. Events have shown that our Party was correct in its
judgment that there can be no just peace in our region and
security for the people of Israel without guaranteeing the rights of
the Arab people of Palestine parallel with the national rights of the
people of Israel.

While the rulers of the state of Israel ignored the very existence
of the Arab Palestinians and while various groups relegated to
secondary place the problem of the rights of the Arab people of
Palestine and the struggle for their effectuation, the Communist
Party of Israel recognized the full importance of this problem, its
principled character and significance. It has always struggled for
observance of the just rights of the Arab people of Palestine to-
gether with the rights of the Jewish population of the country as a
condition for the establishment of a just and stable peace.

All these years our Communist Party has been working for a
political settlement of the conflict between Israel and the Arab
states and a peaceful solution of the Palestinian problem based on
mutual recognition of the just national rights of both peoples —
the Israelis and Palestinians.

The Security Council resolution is a compromise solution un-
animously adopted by the Great Powers and other Council mem-
bers. The resolution takes into account an important aspect of

18 information bulletin




the problem — the peoples’ rights and the international balance of
forces with the existence of two world systems — the socialist
and the capitalist — and also the balance of forces in our region.

From the point of view of peace and security in the Middle East
and the world over and in respect to guaranteeing the rights of the
peoples, including the Arab people of Palestine, this is a resolution
of positive significance.

For the Arab people of Palestine fulfilment of the Security
Council resolution would mean recovery of territory occupied by
Israel during the June 1967 war and a just settlement of the prob-
lems of the Palestinian Arab refugees by affording them the right
to repatriate or to receive compensation in conformity with UN
decisions.

Thus, the Security Council resolution greatly facilitates a settle-
ment of the Palestinian problem.

And the Israeli government’s stubborn opposition to the imple-
mentation of all provisions of the Security Council resolution is
certainly not accidental.

Arab circles who are piling up obstructions to fulfilment of the
Security Council resolution try to justify themselves by claim-
ing that in this way they are harming the enemies of the Arab
people of Palestine. Objectively, however, such action is aiding
these enemies in their schemes to perpetuate the occupation and
deprive the Palestinian Arabs of their rights.

The Security Council resolution points out that after the resolu-
tion has been fully realized all controversial or unresolved issues
in relations between nations should be settled peacefully, without
resorting to use of force and in the spirit of respect for the just
rights of nations.

From a historical point of view, a peaceful solution in our region
would depend on progressive changes in the Arab countries and in
Israel, on abolishing imperialist positions in the Middle East, which
would place all relations on a new basis.

Problems that may arise in the future should be resolved with
due consideration for the rights and interests of nations and in
conformity with the common interests in the struggle against impe-
rialism, for peace and socialism.

The Communist Party of Israel believes that the struggle of the
Arab people of Palestine is a struggle against imperialism and
considers the Arab Palestinian movement to be an anti-imperialist
movement. We support the struggle being waged by the Palestinian
Arabs against the occupation, for their just and lawful national
rights.

At the same time history teaches that the mistakes, erroneous
stands and extremist actions of the leadership of the Arab people of
Palestine have more than once helped the Zionist leaders and impe-
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rialists in carrying out their plans against the Arab people of
Palestine.

The interests of the Arab peoples, including the Arab people of
Palestine, and the interests of the people of Israel comprise the
supreme interest in the struggle against imperialism, for freedom,
peace and social progress. These require rallying of all nations of
our region in the joint effort to assure fulfilment of the Security
Council resolution of November 1967. Realization of this resolution
would strike a blow at the American imperialists and the Zionist
accomplices, it would resolve the problem of the Palestinian Arabs
and deliver the neighboring Arab countries from occupation.

Fulfilment of the Security Council resolution would bring peace
and security for the Arab peoples and the people of Israel and
create more favorable conditions for carrying out progressive social
changes in the Middle East countries.

THE SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND
THE STRUGGLE AGAINST OPPRESSION

The 17th Congress notes that the five-year long occupation of
Arab territories has left its imprint on the entire political and
social struggle in the country. The question: “For or against occu-
pation” is in the center of social life in Israel because the prospects
of peace largely depend on its resolution. Support of occupation

means blocking the way to peace and encouraging the continua-
tion of the war.

The struggle against occupation and for withdrawal of Israeli
troops, within the framework of a peaceful settlement, from all
regions occupied during the June 1967 war has been the main
aspect of our Party’s activities in the period between congresses.
The struggle against occupation merges with the struggle against
the policy of the pro-imperialist government which has turned the
state of Israel and its army into a weapon of Washington policy-
makers employed against the Arab anti-imperialist national libera-
tion movement, against the Soviet Union and the other socialist
countries,

American imperialism is taking advantage of the continuing
Israeli occupation to force the Arab states to make concessions in
their home and foreign policies and to regain its own positions in
our area.

The 17th Congress states that the Israeli occupation administra-
tion is of a crude colonialist character and is aimed at annexing
territory to Israel.

The ruling circles are nurtunng plans to fully or at least partially
perpetuate the occupation and annex to the state of Israel Arab
territory occupied during the June war.
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The settling of occupied regions pursues the explicit political goal
to create the prerequisites for their annexation.

The population in the areas captured in the 1967 June war suffers
from colonial oppression, severe political and communal terror and
brutal economic exploitation. It is deprived of elementary human
rights and is subject to the whims of the military authorities. Many
people have been jailed or thrown into concentration camps, a
great number of houses have been destroyed and human life is
the object of military terror. The population in the occupied terri-
tories is looked upon as a cheap labor force in carrying out the
policy of “faits accomplis” in the area and enriching Israeli and
foreign capitalists and other parasites battening on the war.

Immediately after the June 1967 war, the government instituted
brutal reprisals in order to decrease the population on occupied
territory and prepare it for annexation. The people who had not
left the Golan Heights during the war were banished. Whole
villages were demolished on the West bank of the Jordan and the
inhabitants forcefully deported to the East bank. Refugees from
the Gaza strip were first resettled on the West and later on the
East bank of the Jordan. The occupation authorities systematically
force the youth, workers and intellectuals to settle on the West
bank.

Prior to occupation by Israel there were approximately 1.5 mil-

lion people living on captured territory. According to figures for
1967 and 1968, 310,000 persons were banished from the Gaza strip
and the West bank of the Jordan. Adding the 120,000 persons from
the Golan Heights, almost all of whom were forced to leave, the

number of people banished and forced to resettle after the June war
totals almost half a million.

COLONIAL EXPLOITATION IN OCCUPIED REGIONS

The 17th Congress notes that economically the occupied areas are
actually Israeli colonies. Under the system of military administra-
tion, the Israeli government has established an economic and
colonial regime on occupied territory, whose distinctive charac-
teristics are:

a) direct exploitation of cheap manpower (in Israeli plants and
offices) with indirect exploitation at enterprises on occupied terri-
tory;

b) domination of the internal market;

c) capital investments in strategically important enterprises and
employment of local office personnel;

d) development of enterprises supplying Israeli enterprises (for
the production of agricultural raw materials);

e) a slight increase in the numbers of the petty bourgeoisie and
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reactionary elements to provide a support base for the occupation
forces.

All this is accompanied by direct reprisals and the Zionist policy
of settlement.

VIRTUAL ANNEXATION OF OCCUPIED REGIONS

The 17th Congress censures the annexation of the occupied part
of Jerusalem as an act at variance with the cause of peace and
UN decisions. In the Arab sector of Jerusalem the Israeli authorities
systematically exiled political and trade union functionaries, intel-
lectuals and members of the clergy — all who were suspected
of opposing annexation to Israel of the city’s Arab sector. Under
various pretexts scores of homes were demolished in order to force
the inhabitants to leave. In Eastern Jerusalem and its environs
housing areas and luxurious buildings have been erected for the
obvious purpose of Israelizing this region. If the government were
truly working for peace it would solve the problem of Jerusalem
not by occupying its Arab sector against the will of the population
and in violation of UN decisions, but by ending the occupation,
reaching a settlement that would give free access to the holy places
to members of all religions, and by adopting other joint measures
conforming with the wishes of the peoples and states involved.

Since the June war the government has been carrying out a
policy of “accomplished facts” elaborated long in advance, and
asserting its “perpetual rule” on occupied territory.

On July 13, 1967, Minister Igal Alon proposed his plan of “new
boundaries” west of the Jordan River. Known as the Alon plan,
it was not officially ratified, but its main provisions are at the basis
of the official policy of the government, which is carrying out
the plan point by point.

The 17th Congress notes that the establishment of military and
civil settlements, the confiscation of land and the strategic building
prove that the government is carrying out the idea expressed by
Minister Dayan on August 19, 1971: “In the territories under our
control we must consider ourselves to be the permanent govern-
ment.” The moves to annex and settle new territories show clearly
that the government does not wish to follow the road of a political
settlement of the Middle East conflict on the basis of the Security
Council resolution. However, the waves of extensive propaganda
campaign to prove the Meir government’s “thirst for peace” crash
against the rocks of facts — territorial annexation and settlement.

STRUGGLE BY THE POPULATION IN THE
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND REPRISALS
INSTITUTED BY THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES

In recent years the population in occupied territories has in-
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scribed heroic pages in the history of the struggle against Israeli
occupation and its consequences, in the history of their struggle
for freedom. The struggle was waged in different ways, with men
and women, students and teachers, intellectuals and other segments
of the people taking part. The Jordanian Communist Party is play-

ing an important role in guiding the struggle against occupation,
for a just peace.

The 17th Congress again declares that any nation suffering under
the burden of occupaiton has the full right to fight against occupa-
tion, for freedom. The June war, the occupation and all the Israeli
government’s reprisals against the Arab people of Palestine led
certain groups in the Palestine resistance movement to turn to
extremist and unrealistic positions and to take irresponsible actions.
Such positions and actions have inflicted great damage to the

struggle of the Arab people of Palestine to eliminate the conse-
quences of the June war.

The 17th Congress strongly condemns the cruel reprisals instituted
in occupied areas. The history of Israeli rule in occupied regions -
is drenched in blood and tears. It is a terrible indictment against
the Israeli government. It has been proved once again that there
can be no “liberal” and humane occupation, that all occupation
breeds resistance which in turn, prompts the occupation authorities
to resort to terror, reprisals, intimidation and humiliation.

Occupation troops have repeatedly opened fire not only on
demonstrators but on ordinary groups of people resulting in victims
among women, children and men. Israeli occupation terror is
especially brutal in the Gaza Strip.

Thousands of people in the occupied areas have been thrown
in jail without trial. On the basis of emergency laws introduced in
Palestine by the British, the Israeli occupation authorities have
issued instructions for administrative arrest of various individuals
representing the intellectuals, Communists and Democrats.

The condemned and those under administrative arrest in the
occupied areas are kept in jail under terrible conditions. They are
tortured, vengeance is wreaked upon them. The jails are filled to
overflowing.

The unbearable prison conditions have repeatedly led to hunger
strikes. In October 1969, 6,000 administrative and political prisoners
went on a six-day hunger strike. In September 1971 there was a
revolt of prisoners in the Mijdal Asklam prison which was brutally
suppressed. According to the testimony of the Red Cross represen-
tatives 18 prisoners were wounded.

The 17th Congress notes that on numerous occasions the coun-
try’s democratic forces have expressed their indignation over the

number 18-19, 1972 23




cruel reprisals in the occupied regions. Even soldiers and officers
have protested the atrocities committed in the Gaza Strip.

The Congress calls for unity of action of all who oppose the
occupation, for more energetic actions to expose the horrors of the
occupation regime and to bring this information to the attention
of the public in our and other countries.

We must most emphatically condemn the racist colonial charac-

ter of those who defend the occupation in the name of “national
interests,” ‘“‘security,” etc.

The 17th Congress once again states that the only possible

solution is withdrawal of Israeli troops from all territories occupied
in June 1967.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SITUATION
AND THE WORKING PEOPLE'S STRUGGLE

The 17th Congress states that the years since the June 1967
war are characterized by Israel's growing economic ties with
foreign capital, primarily American, by militarization of the econo-
my and the state budget, greater profits and influence of the
bourgeoisie, wider social polarization and aggravation of class con-
tradictions. The economic uplift due to the growth of military
production and the occupation of Arab territories not only did

not help resolve Israel’s basic economic problems, but made them
more acute. Dangerous economic trends continued, such as stronger
pressure by foreign capital, budget deficit, inflation, rising prices,
a growing share of production for military needs, expansion of
certain spheres of financial activity and the services at the expense
of production branches, etc. The absence of economic exchange
with neighboring countries and most of the socialist countries,
limited ties with Asian and African countries have affected the
structure of economic relations and intensified the ties with the
imperialist countries.

MILITARIZATION

Militarization is the key element of the government’'s economic
policy and Israel’s economic life. Militarization of Israel’s economy
has still further disrupted the economic structure, leading to unpre-
cedented growth of state indebtedness, rapid growth of inflation
and greater social polarization.

Military expenditures totalling 1.2 billion pounds in 1966 have
reached seven billion pounds in 1971. In dollars (at the official rate)
this means that if during the ten years preceding the June 1967
war (1957-66) the average military expenditures equalled $250
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million a year, in 1967-69 they increased to $700 million and
rocketed to $1,500 million in 1970-71.

According to official data, the new delivery of Phantom and
Skyhawk planes the United States agreed to sell Israel will cost
$500 million and this enormous sum will be covered by new
shackling American loans and new taxes for the people of Israel.

The growth of military expenditures increases their share in the
State budget and branches of the economy. If in 1967 military ex-
penditures made up 30 per cent of the State budget and 23 per
cent of national production, in 1971 they consumed half of the
state budget and comprised 30 per cent of the national production.
No other country in the world has to bear such a big burden of
military expenditures.

Almost half of Israel’s military expenditure goes to purchase
foreign weaponry and military equipment, mainly in the United
States (planes, rockets, tanks). However, the government, encour-

aged by the American masters, has the aim of organizing military
production at home and on a grand scale at that.

CONSOLIDATING TIES WITH FOREIGN CAPITAL

The 17th Congress states that the financing of military spending
which has reached unheard-of proportions as a result of a policy

geared to serve American imperialism and also the expansionist
policy of the Israeli government has led to consolidation of Israel’s
ties wtih foreign state and private capital.

During the three years from 1969-71 $4.7 billion were brought
into Israel; this included $2.5 billion in foreign loans, $1.9 billion in
money orders from organizations and private individuals and $0.3
billion in foreign capital investments.

Characteristic of the import of capital is an increase in the share
of loans. If in 1968 foreign loans totaled $400 million, in 1971
they topped the billion dollar mark. As a result Israel's foreign
debt is constantly growing. This debt in foreign currency increased
from $1.6 billion at the end of 1967 to $3.6 billion at the end
of 1970, i.e., an increase of 2.25 times in four years. It is estimated
that at the end of 1972 this debt will equal $4.2 billion or $1,400
for every citizen in the country.

At the end of March 1971 Israel’s foreign debt totaled approxi-
mately $700 million to the United States, almost $200 million to
the FRG, more than a billion on the independence and development
loan and about $350 million to foreign companies and banks.

One of the main reasons for the deficit in the balance of pay-
ments and the need to make tremendous loans is the outlay of
foreign currency for military aims and the import of weapons.
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IMPOVERISHMENT OF THE WORKING CLASS

The 17th Congress notes that the continuing occupation of Arab
territories has in recent years aggravated the economic situation
of the working class and led to the curtailment of its rights by
employers, the government and the Histadrut.

According to the Histadrut Institute of Social and Economic
Research, the wages of hired workers earning less than a thousand
pounds dropped 3 per cent from 1969 to 1971 and 8-10 per cent
for those earning over one thousand pounds. There has been an
increase in wages but with the various deductions and taxes (in-
come tax, social security payments, security tax and security loans,
accumulation loans) and the growing prices of consumer goods,
the real incomes of the working people have dropped tangibly.

In the period from 1969 to 1971 direct taxes and compulsory
deductions for social security grew considerably. In 1971 the
revenue from direct taxes was 46 per cent higher than in 1970.

In 1970-71 and the beginning of 1972 there was a tremendous
increase in the prices of consumer goods and the services. Accord-
ing to official figures, prices on consumer goods went up 15 per
cent in 1971 while in 1970 they grew only by 12 per cent. This
means that over a period of two years prices went up almost 30
per cent,

The increase in prices affected the basic foodstuffs (milk, meat,
canned goods, vegetables), and also clothes, shoes, household ap-
pliances, electricity, medical services, personal services, public
transport and medical treatment. There was a significant increase
in rents. During 1970 the rent in Greater Tel-Aviv went up 30-50
per cent. Even a comparatively broad group of worker-bureaucracy
— the regime’s social foundation enjoying special privileges — suf-
fered from the drop in real incomes.

The 17th Congress notes that the drop in real incomes of hired
workers as a result of deductions has caused a drop in consump-
tion among workers’ families. In two years the per capita incomes
of the families of workers and government employees went down
10 per cent.

In the beginning of 1971 the National Welfare Organization for
the first time released figures concerning poverty in the country.
These show that in 1969 132,000 families in towns (520,000 persons)
or one-quarter of the urban population, were on the edge of poverty
or lived in the worst possible conditions. The poverty problem is
first of all a problem of the low-paid category of people, the
problem of farm workers, service personnel in the state and private
sectors, women workers in industry, unskilled workers, women
employees, etc.

The 17th Congress notes that the main reason for the deepening
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class exploitation, diminishing real wages and growing poverty in
Israel during recent years is the government’s policy of continuing
the aggression and occupation, which calls for huge military spend-
ing and stronger bonds with foreign captial. Therefore, on the
solution of urgent social problems, the struggle against the decline
of real wages and for their increase is closely bound up with the

struggle against the policy of war and occupation, the struggle for
peace.

STRENGTHENING THE CLASS STRUGGLE

The 17th Congress points out that during the past three years
the class struggle in the country has been growing and broadening.
Industrial workers and employees in the services have fought per-
sistently for higher wages, increments to compensate for the high
cost of living, improvement of working conditions, against rising

prices and high taxes, against dismissals and curtailing of trade
union rights.

STRIKES IN 1969-1971

Number of Number of Work days Number of
Full-Scale Strikes Participants Lost Partial Strikes

1969 144 44 500 102,000 30
1970 163 115,000 390,300 64
1971 169 88.500 178,600 58

Partial strikes last less than a full day, full-scale strikes last a
full day or more.

The strike movement, therefore, was more powerful in 1970-71
than in 1969. The number of full-scale strikes went up from 144
in 1969 to 163 in 1970 and 169 in 1971, In 1970 there were two
nationwide strikes, 250,000 work days were lost as a result of the
teachers’ and hospital nurses’ strike. In 1971, after the authorities
had introduced severe measures against strikers (forced detention
at work, labor courts), industrial workers and service personnel
resorted to other forms of strikes — refusal to work overtime,
go-slow strikes, etc. These were not included in the statistics on
strikes and for this reason in 1971 a drop was registered in the
number of strike participants and the number of days lost through
full-scale strikes.

The workers’ struggle shows that they are more and more actively
opposing the government and employer offensive against their
living standards. In 1969, the main demand of 40 per cent of the

strikes and more than 50 per cent in 1970 was for higher wages
and increments to cover high costs,
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Objectively, the struggle for the working people’s living stan-
dards is inseparably linked with the struggle for peace. The war
policy means enrichment for the capitalists and poverty for the
working people. It is in the interests of the broad masses to step
up the struggle against the government’s annexationist policy, for
a policy of peace, for democracy and social progress.

AGGRAVATION OF SOCIAL PROBLEMS

Social activity in Israel has gained unparalleled scope over the
past three years. The social struggle has encompassed the popula-
tion of slum areas, members of Eastern communities, newlyweds,
and the population in the development settlements. The poverty
problem has become one of the main problems of Israeli society.

According to data of the Social Welfare Organization every
fifth family and every fourth urban dweller lives in poverty or on
the edge of poverty. It should be noted that the data concern the
lowest limit of the poverty edge — 40 per cent of the calculated
income level for a family of four. This makes it obvious that in
spite of the government’'s bombastic talk about a “society of
equality” there is no essential difference between the sea of poverty
in Israel and the same in the United States.

The signs of poverty in Israel are numerous. Thousands of families
live in horrible and crowded conditions in slum areas on the out-
skirts of cities without any conveniences. Some 120,000 live in
the slums of Tel-Aviv and Jaffa, many in dilapidated shanties;
the garbage-littered streets are unpaved. More than half the
children in Tel-Aviv live in appalling conditions. There are centers
cf poverty in Jerusalem, Haifa and other cities. The people in these
neighborhoods have fought for better housing and normal com-
munity services. The government and municipal authorities have
announced plans to tear down the shacks, but this is done only
when big capital needs ground to build luxurious houses.

Communal discrimination is evident everywhere — in incomes,
living conditions, education, social services, opportunities for pro-
fessional and community services, etc. The slum areas in cities
and in “development settlements,” where the living standard is
below the national average, are ghettos for members of the Asian
communities.

It is the youth of the Asian communities that suffers most from
discrimination: in the crowded conditions of the slums, living in
poverty, attending schools that give less than the required knowl-
edge, and without the opportunities to attend secondary or even
vocational schools. The youth feels depressed and unwanted, and
realizes that it has been deceived in the Israel of 1970; at an
early age it turns to crime.
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The 1971 Black Panther movement in Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv and
other cities is really a protest against the oppression, and an
attempt to break out of the poverty. The movement was meant
to combat communal discrimination and work for better standards
in the poverty areas. ]

The 17th Congress notes that the aggravation of social problems
and the greater social polarization are the results of the policy
of war and occupation, of allocating the lion’s share of the state
budget for miltiary expenditures and holding on to the occupied
territories. The Congress underlines that the people in the slums
and “development settlements,” the youth of the Asian com-
munities, the newlyweds and all working people can no longer put
up with such conditions, which are being explained away on the

pretext of “security.” The people demand adequate living standards,
better housing and a secure future.

STRUGGLE AGAINST ZIONIST IDEOLOGY AND
PRACTICE IS VITAL NECESSITY FOR PEOPLE
OF ISRAEL AND ALL PROGRESSIVE FORCES

The 17th Congress notes that the change in the world balance
of forces in favor of socialism and against imperialism, the failure
of imperialism’s military efforts to change the course of historical
development in different regions of the world, imperialism’s failure

in the economic competition with the socialist world system — all
this has resulted in the collapse of imperialism’s postwar global
strategy.

Under such conditions the ideological struggle acquires decisive
importance. In the new situation imperialism makes broader use
of Zionism as one of its important weapons against the international
working-class and national liberation movements.

In recent years Zionism has been used, more regularly than
before, to whip up anti-Soviet propaganda campaigns and Zionist
organizations are being utilized to create international tension and
impede efforts to consolidate peaceful coexistence of states with
different social systems. Through its organizations Zionism is
exploiting the sympathy for Jews among progressive circles in
various countries following the extermination of six million Euro-
pean Jews by the Nazis. They do so in order to mislead these
people about the policy of the Israeli government and the Zionist
circles. This is why it is particularly important these days to
explain thoroughly the essence of Zionism.

Far from assuring the security of the people of Israel, Zionism
exposes them to danger. The Zionist policy prevailing in the state
of Israel is a threat to its security and future, pushing the Israeli
people to the crater of a volcano, making Israel's fate dependent

number 18-19, 1972 29




on imperialism, and isolating the country from the socialist world
headed by the Soviet Union, and from the peoples of Asia, Africa
and Latin America who are fighting against colonialism, for national
and social emancipation.

Therefore, the struggle against Zionist ideology and practice is
a national Israeli struggle in the true national interests of the
people of Israel, for the common cause of peace, the independence
of nations, democracy and socialism.

Zionist ideology and practice are fertile soil for Zionist-fascist
parties and societies, resorting to terrorist methods — attacks,
arson and intimidation. For this Zionism creates para-military orga-
nizations such as the Rabbi Kahane's gang. For tactical reasons
the Zionist leaders in Israel, the United States and other countries
at times disclaim connection with such organizations. In reality,
however, they support and encourage them, and Zionist mass media
give extensive publicity to their activities.

The international Zionist movement and its various organizations
claim without justifiable grounds that they represent Jews all
over the world. But the overwhelming majority of Jews are not
involved in the Zionist movement and have no intention of going
to Israel. Even with the existence of the state of Israel and all
the advantages of emigration financed by Western countries, only
an insignificant number of Jews are willing to associate their fate
with the state of Israel. More than one-third of the Jews who
emigrated to Israel have by now left the country. This leads to the
historical conclusion that the Zionist movement was and still is
only one, and by far not the all-encompassing one among the Jews
of the world—a trend representing the class interests of the big
Jewish bourgeoisie which is part of the monopoly capital of the
imperialist countries, and the interests of big Israeli capital con-
nected with foreign capital.

Marxism-Leninism, which shows the peoples the way to national
and social emancipation, also shows Israel the way to liberation
from foreign monopolies and the imperialist states, the way to con-
solidating Israel's security on the firm foundation of friendship
and cooperation with the neighboring Arab countries, with the
Soviet Union and the other socialist countries, with the great move-

ment of the peoples against imperialism. It shows Israel the way
to socialism.

ZIONISM—THE CENTER OF ANTI-SOVIET PROPAGANDA
SERVING IMPERIALISM

The world Communist movement defines the center of gravity
in imperialism’s global strategy as follows: “The spearhead of the
aggressive strategy of imperialism continues to be aimed first and

30 information bulletin




foremost against the socialist countries” (International Meeting
of Communist and Workers’ Parties, Moscow 1969, p. 12).

In the struggle against the socialist camp and mainly the Soviet
Union, imperialism tries to use all reactionary movements and all
the governments dependent on it. This includes Zionist organiza-
tions and the Israeli government, which has placed its entire policy
and all its mass media at the service of imperialism.

In the struggle against communism the Zionist organizations and
the Israeli government are doing imperialism a great service with
their anti-Soviet propaganda and anti-Soviet activity. Anti-Soviet
propaganda has attained unprecedented proportions in recent years.
The Knesset has staged many disgraceful and crude anti-Soviet
acts. Anti-Soviet lectures are read to children in schools in order
to poison their minds with anti-communist venom and hostility
towards the Soviet Union,

The anti-Soviet propaganda of the Israeli government and Zionist
leaders is closely linked with the activity of propaganda centers
in Washington and other capitals.

The 17th Congress notes that the struggle against Zionism is
gaining momentum in step with growing efforts to consolidate all
forces regardless of ideological views into a single workers’ front,
a united democratic front, into the broadest front of peace.

COMMUNIST PARTY OF ISRAEL
AND THE WORLD COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

The Communist Party of Israel is a Marxist-Leninist Party, a
party of Israeli patriotism and proletarian internationalism.

Our Party is flesh of the flesh of the working class and has deep
historical roots in the life of the Jewish masses. It defends the
people and the country from the intrigues of imperialism—Israel’s
enemy, mankind’s enemy-—and inside the country from enemies of
the people and country connected with imperialism. Our Party
consistently expresses the true national interests of Israel and the
interests of the Jewish and Arab peoples of our country.

Our Party is a militant and loyal contingent of the world Com-
munist movement, the largest and most powerful movement of
our times. It is loyal to the principles of proletarian internation-
alism, the ideals of peace, freedom of the peoples, and socialism.

The unity of Communist and Workers’' parties is an objective
necessity. The Communist parties have a common ideology—Marx-
ism-Leninism—and a common goal—socialism and communism—
and a common enemy—imperialism. Any party departing from the
principles of unity and international solidarity inflicts harm on the
world Communist movement in general, to the Party itself and the
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working class of its country, and to the true national interests of
its people.

Our Communist Party is an independent Israeli party and the
ideological and political vanguard of the Israeli working class. Our
Party plans its policy and activities on the basis of Marxism-Len-
inism, suiting it to the concrete conditions of our country,

While we acknowledge once again the necessity for respecting
each Party’s independence in making its policy and planning its
activities on the basis of Marxism-Leninism, we firmly reject na-
tionalistic extremist and opportunist positions, the postures of
those who measure independence by the number of differences and
the degree of disagreement with the CPSU. Such a nationalistic
view of independence contradicts the main principle of the unity

of the Communist and workers’ movements and proletarian inter-
nationalism.

We are marking the third anniversary of the International Meet-
ing of Communist and Workers’' Parties, held June 5-17, 1969. Our
Party took an active part in the preparations and the work of that
Meeting.

The 17th Congress reaffirms its support for the documents of
the International Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties.

The course of world events has borne out the correctness and
relevance of the assessments and conclusions made by the 1969
Moscow Meeting. They are a dependable foundation for the general
course of Marxist-Leninist parties and the political program of
struggle against imperialism.

The 17th Congress states that our Party will continue to regard
proletarian internationalism as the highest principle of the work-
ing class, will continue to be guided by the conclusion of interna-
tional meetings, because defense of socialism in every socialist

country is an internationalist duty of all the socialist countries
and all Communist parties.

Our Party draws inspiration and strength from the fact that it
is an inseparable part of the world Communist movement and that
the fraternal Communist parties support our Party and its struggle.

The 17th Congress attaches special importance to the development
of fraternal relations with the Communist parties of the Arab coun-
tries. The 17th Congress notes with deep satisfaction that ties of
fraternal friendship prevail between our Party and the Communist

parties in the Arab countries, and that these ties have grown
stronger in recent years.

The 17th Congress declares that our Party will broaden coopera-
tion with other Communist parties on matters of common concern.
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Our Party supports international and regional conferences and
bilateral meetings of Communist parties to broaden their ties, ex-
change experience, coordinate action and consolidate the unity of
the Communist and working-class movement.

FIRST CONGRESS OF THE SOCIALIST
YOUTH LEAGUE (CSSR)

The first Congress of the Socialist Youth League (SYL) of the
CSSR closed in Prague on September 30 last, after four days’ deli-
berations. It was attended by 1,293 delegates from approximately
800,000 League members and 900,000 members of the Young Pio-
neers’ Organization, (YPO) as well as by representatives of 27 for-
eign youth organizations, the World Federation of Democratic
Youth and International "Jnion of Students.

The Congress approved the report submitted by J. Varholik,
Chairman of the CC SYL, the League’s Program Declaration and
Rules, and the YPO’s program and organizational principles. It
elected the League’s new leading committees. J. Varholik was re-
elected Chairman of the CC CYL.

The Congress also adopted “The Main Tasks of the SYL and
YPO after the 14th CPC Congress,” a document of great political
importance defining the League’s tasks and objectives for the im-
mediate future, and unanimously approved a message to the CC
CPC expressing the devotion of youth to the cause of the Com-
munist Party.

Gustav Husak, General Secretary of the CC CPC, who led the
Party delegatioon at the Congress, addressed the delegates. Follow-

ing are extracts from his speech, whose full text appeared in Rude
Pravo on September 28.

A WELL-TRAINED YOUNGER GENERATION:
GUARANTEE OF OUR FUTURE

In the short time that has passed since the crisis years 1968 and
1969, we have succeeded in reconstituting a militant organization
of young people who know what they seek and are ready to make
sacrifices for it, who are dedicated to our socialist state and pre-
pared to fight for socialism and progress.

The leadership of Party and state is glad to note the gains of
Czechoslovak society in political work among youth. After a modest
beginning two years ago, the Socialist Youth League passed through
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the stage of formation and consolidation and the stage of setting
its course in every field, and has since gained practical experience.

We now say proudly that the League and the Young Pioneers’
Organization have 800,000 and 900,000 members respectively. The
League is a powerful mass organization of young working people
and students which has accomplished a great deal of organizing
and political education work. Young people are engaged in every

social activity, in production, in every sphere of the life of our
socialist society.

The hopes cherished by the bourgeois West, by anti-socialist and
anti-Communist forces, with regard to our society, our working
class, cooperative peasantry, intellectuals and youth, were utterly
unrealistic. At present both the overwhelming majority of the work-
ing people and the overwhelming majority of the working youth
and students of Czechoslovakia fully adhere to socialism and Marx-
ism-Leninism. They fully support the Communist Party, our foreign
policy and our firm alliance with the Soviet Union and other fra-
ternal socialist countries.

The SYL is an important and active component of the National
Front today and has a share in all that goes on in our state. It can
and does participate in the exercise of political power, in manage-
ment and the shaping of new social conditions. First and foremost,
it shoulders new tasks in the country’s political, economic and
cultural life. Young people are particularly active in the economic
field.

Last year about 59,000 young people won election to legislative
and local government bodies ranging from the national commit-
tees at all levels to the Federal Assembly. The young deputies’ at-
titude to their duties is highly conscientious. Some 58,000 young
men and women were elected to factory or office trade union com-
mittees.

To give the younger generation sound political and professional
training is a task of society as a whole, primarily of leading work-
ers. The little boy who spoke here said they want to be like us. I
don’t think that would be enough. You must be better than we.
The new generation should be better trained and have higher stand-
ards. Young people who are well trained, both politically and pro-
fessionally, are a guarantee of the people’s future, of the future of
the state and the socialist system in Czechoslovakia.

The substantial progress made by Czechoslovakia in the historic-
ally brief period since the socialist system was established entitles
everyone to take pride in the socialist system, the revolutionary
battles fought by the people, in our socialist state.

We must not forget that the world is divided into classes. In
international politics, the CSSR follows the principles of interna-
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tionalism and deep solidarity with the socialist countries and the
peoples of Vietnam and the Arab countries.

It is from these positions that our Party has been operating ever
since 1968. It has had to fight unrelentingly to uphold our people’s
revolutionary achievements, the socialist system, our relations with
the countries in the socialist community, our relations with the
Soviet Union, the guarantor of our economic and state independence
andn our socialist system.

We didn’t provoke this fight. It was provoked by adventurers, by
anti-socialist elements and forces abroad operating behind the
scenes. With a view to enabling our working people to engage in
creative labor, live a normal life, enjoy full rights and look ahead
with confidence, we had to defeat those Rightist, anti-socialist forc-
es and get them out of the way so that those who refused to help
us might not hamper the progress of socialist society.

The line adopted by the 14th CPS Congress and backed by the
overwhelming majority of the population and youth is a realistic
program for society’s further tremendous development. Today, 18
months after the Congress, anyone can see that it is a realistic if
exacting program.

We succeeded in weathering a crisis situation and resuming dy-
namic economic progress. Plans are being exceeded and we have
achieved appreciable results although we have problems in this
field as well. The people’s material and cultural standards are im-
proving. Millions of people come to our country from all over the
world, from fraternal, allied countries, from the West. Everyone
sees—must see—that the situation in our country has been con-
solidated, that the millions of working people and youth are living
a free life, and that production and the living standard are on the
rise.

Along with our friends and allies, with the Soviet Union, we
seek lasting peace in Europe. We want to provide conditions in
which our citizens, including the youngsters who were here just
now, will not have to fear a recurrence of the horrors of war exper-
ienced by the older generation. We are accomplishing this and we
are certain the peace initiative of the Soviet Union and other so-
cialist countries will continue to translate itself into reality.

The younger generation has made a substantial contribution to
our society’s progress in late years.

Doors in our country are open to the younger generation, to work-
ing youth and students. Young people will find support everywhere.
But they must set themselves big goals, must work with youthful
energy and study very hard indeed. We welcome them with all our
hearts and will help them to follow this path, so that our younger
generaiion may produce able, upright and well-educated citizens
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devoted to socialism and the people’s cause, citizens who will con-
tinue to carry high the banner of revolutionary achievement and
progress, the banner of our socialist patriotism and proletarian
internationalism.

I wish to assure you that the Communist Party of Czechoslo-
vakia, the National Front organizations, our Federal government
and local government bodies will give their full support in this to
the Socialist Youth League and our younger generation as a whole.

IN BRIEF

The following is information on congresses and conferences of

Communist and Workers’ parties held last August-October, and
those to be held in the near future.

The items are listed in alphabetical order of the countries. This .
information will be continued in the next issues of the Bulletin.

AUSTRALIA

The Constituent Congress of the Socialist Party of Australia—a
new political organization of the country’s working class—was held

in Sydney September 29 to October 3, 1972. Prominent trade union-
ists, workers from Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and other cities,
as well as clerical workers were among the Congress delegates.

Peter Symon, Interim General Secretary of the Party, stressed
in his report to the Congress that the Socialist Party of Australia
would consistently uphold the unity of the international Com-
munist movement, solidarity with socialist countries, including the
Soviet Union which is making the decisive contribution to the
struggle against imperialism and for a lasting world peace.

The Party will work for a complete withdrawal of U.S. and Aus-
tralian troops from North Vietnam, The Congress delegation adopt-
ed the Party’s Program and Rules and elected the leading bodies.
Pert Clancy, member of the Executive Committee of the Aus-
tralian Council of Trade Unions, was elected Chairman of the Party
and Peter Symon its General Secretary. Prominent working class
leaders Bill Brown, Barbara Curthoys, Jim Henderson, Ron Hern,
Jack McPhillips and Allan Miller were elected members of the
Executive Committee.

The Congress delegates adopted a special appeal to the Austra-
lian working class for united action on such essential problems as

the fight for higher wages, against unemployment and other socio-
economic demands.
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The Congress censured Leftist methods of struggle in the workers’
movement.

The delegates discussed the international workers’ movement
in detail.

The Congress unanimously approved the decisions and docu-
ments of the 1969 International Meeting in Moscow of Communist
and Workers’ Parties. The documents adopted by this international
conference, says the Congress resolution, clearly define the direc-
tion of the struggle of all anti-imperialist forces for peace, inde-
pendence and socialism.

The Congress delegates also came out in favor of the policy of
peaceful coexistence and peaceful competition among countries
with differing social systems.

In conclusion the delegates voted to support close fraternal re-
lations with all Marxist-Leninist parties working for peace, secur-
ity and socialism,

The Congress also sent greetings to the Working People’s Party
of Vietnam and the South Vietnam National Liberation Front.

WEST BERLIN

The Third Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of West Ber-
lin was held October 20-22, with 574 delegates participating in
the work of the Congress and several delegations from fraternal

parties, including a delegation of the CPSU.

Party Chairman Gerhard Danelius reported on “The New Situa-
tion and New Tasks in the Struggle for Peace, Democracy and So-
cialism.” The report was approved and the delegates unanimously
voted on the documents shaping immediate Party tasks. These in-
clude efforts to broaden good-neighborly relations between West
Berlin and the GDR and other socialist countries.

The Congress also adopted an “Appeal to the Younger Genera-
tion,” a resolution “For Strong Friendship and Solidarity with the
USSR,” and a resolution on solidarity with the heroic people of
Vietnam.

Gerhard Danelius was re-elected Party Chairman and Erich Zieg-

ler Deputy Chairman. A 13-man Executive Bureau and a seven
man Secretariat were elected.

GREAT BRITAIN

The Communist Party’s Biennial National Women’s Conference
met in London September 30. The more than 70 delegates from
Party organizations in all parts of the country welcomed a new
drive within the Communist Party to encourage the active partici-
pation of women in political work.
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DENMARK

The Central Committee of the CP Denmark met in plenum on
October 7-8 and discussed, among other questions, preparations
for the Party’s 24th Congress to be held in January 1973,

ECUADOR

The CC of the Communist Party of Ecuador met in plenum on
August 19-20 and voted to hold its 9th Congress on November
11-14, 1972. It also drafted the Congress agenda.

In October, the CC CPE decided to hold the Congress January
25-28, 1973, so as to prepare it more thoroughly,

FRANCE

On September 28-29 a Plenum of the CC FCP discussed and ap-
proved draft resolutions on the Party’s general policy, on the news-
paper L’Humanité and also proposals for amendments to the Party
Rules.

These documents were published in L’Humanité on October 3 for
discussion by the Party membership. They will then be tabled for
discussion and approval by the 20th Congress of the French Com-
munist Party which is scheduled for December 13-17, 1972,

Addressing the concluding session of the Plenum, Deputy General
Secretary Georges Marchais voiced the conviction that the 20th

Congress would be a political milestone in the life of the Party
and the country.

FRG

An extraordinary Congress of the German Communist Party met
in Cologne October 15 to discuss preparations for the approaching
elections to the FRG Bundestag.

This is the first time the GCP is participating in these elections.
Its registration in the elections required the signatures of more
than 100,000 citizens in support of its candidates. The 319 GCP
candidates include 149 workers and 109 office employees.

Party Chairman Kurt Bachmann reported on the situation in the
FRG and the tasks facing the GCP.

Commenting on the CDU/CSU election platform, he pointed out
that this bloc had drawn “no conclusions from the bankruptcy of
its 20 year-old cold war policy.” The speaker welcomed a number
of positive changes in the policy of the FRG government headed by
the SDP. However, Kurt Bachmann noted that it had failed to honor
some of the promises made three years ago, that the SDP election
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platform adopted at its congress in Dortmund again contains anti-
communist attacks and reaffirms the allegiance of the Social-
Democratic Party leadership to the state-monopoly “market econo-
my,” which is the source of all the evils for the working people
of the FRG.

Kurt Bachmann dwelt at length on the proposals formulated in
the GCP’s election program on foreign and home policy.

The delegates approved the report and the Party’s election pro-
gram and voted unanimously on an “Appeal to the Voters” to cast
their votes for Party candidates. The Congress stressed that the
GCP is the only party whose program expresses the interests of the
working people and would provide for the future of the FRG.

SPAIN

The CP of Spain held its Eighth Congress. A Communiqué adopt-
ed October 12, reads:

The congress agenda included the following items:

1. A report on the situation and realization of Party policy. De-
livered by Santiago Carrillo.

2. Proposals on a new Party Program—Juan Gomez,

3. Organizationl problems and changes in the Party Rules—
Ignacio Gallego.

4. Elections to the Central Committee.

104 delegates took part in the debates on the first point.

The Eighth Congress unanimously approved the report by San-
tiago Carrillo, thereby confirming the correctness of the Central
Committee’s home and foreign policy.

The proposals on drafting a new program submitted by Juan
Gomez were also voted on unanimously.

A commission was appointed to draw up a draft for discussion
by all Party organizations and the country’s progressive circles.
Changes in the Party Rules contained in the report by Ignacio
Gallego to bring the Rules up to date were also approved.

The Eighth Congress adopted an 11-point general political reso-
lution.

A Central Committee of 118 members was elected and at its
first sitting it re-elected Dolores Ibarruri Party Chairman and San-
tiago Carrillo General Secretary. 24 persons were elected to the
Executive Committee and seven to the Secretariat.

Dolores Ibarruri addressed the closing session of the Congress
and was greeted with enthusiasm by all those present.

The Eighth Congress was an expression of the deep unity of the
CP of Spain and recorded the successes in establishing broad con-
tacts with the workers, the youth and the popular masses with
democratic forces opposing the dictatorship.
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SRI LANKA

The Party’s Eighth Congress met in Colombo August 20-24, at-
tended by some 600 delegates and guests, including delegations
from the Communist and Workers’ Parties of Bulgaria, GDR, Mon-
golia, Poland, Rumania, Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia and India.

The Congress heard and approved a report of the CC, CP of Sri
Lanka, adopted several resolutions, elected a new Central Com-
mittee comprised of 35 members and 15 alternate members of the
CC. (See article on the Congress elsewhere in this issue.—Ed.)

SWEDEN

The 23rd Congress of the Left Party—Communists of Sweden
was held October 26-29, 1972. The Congress was attended by 231
delegates, representatives of fraternal Communist and Workers’
Parties of Northern Europe and the Baltic area including a CPSU
delegation and delegations from the Working People’s Party of
Vietnam and the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam. For
the first time the Congress was attended by a new organization—
the Young Communist League of Sweden.

The Congress was opened by the Chairman of the LPC C. H.
Hermansson. The delegates discussed the report of the Party
Board, and also reports on the international situation, on Party
work in the trade union movement and on the Communist press.

The Congress also discussed the program of concrete action for
the immediate future, the new, principled LPC program and pro-
posals on changes in the Party Rules. There were preliminary dis-
cussions of all these materials in local Party organizations. Over
180 proposals covering a wide range of subjects were submitted
by Party organizations and individual members.

In his opening speech, Party Chairman Hermansson stressed
that the LPC adhered to positions of scientific socialism and in its
activities was guided by the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary theory.
Since the 22nd Congress in 1969 the LPC has broadened its influ-
ence among the masses and improved its political and organiza-
tional structure. More than 1,000 new members were accepted into
the Party.

The delegates approved the reports and documents of the LPC
Board and outlined the immediate and long-range goals of the
Party’s work in home and foreign policy. The Congress voted for
an early convening of the European Conference on Security and
Cooperation, unanimously supported the October 26 Statement by
the government of the DRV and demanded that the U.S. govern-
ment sign the agreement on restoring peace in Vietnam. The dele-
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gates took part in a mass meeting and solidarity demonstration
with the people of Vietnam on October 28 in Stockholm.

The Congress elected the leading Party bodies and re-elected
Carl Henrik Hermansson Party Chairman.

VENEZUELA

In the early part of October, 83 delegates gathered in Caracas
for the Ninth Regional Conference of the Communist Party organi-
zation of the Federal district. It was decided to step up Party acti-
vities in order to assure an election victory for the “New Power”
bloc which represents the Popular Nationalist Front, to double
Party membership in the Federal district, to demand that the Gua-
temalan government liberate illegally arrested leaders of the Gua-
temala Party of Labor. Other resolutions were also adopted. The
Conference confirmed the former composition of the Federal dis-
trict committee of the CPV headed by its General Secretary and
member of the CC Politbureau Dr. Antonio Garcia Ponce.

YUGOSLAVIA

The Executive Bureau of the Presidium of the League of Com-
munists of Yugoslavia met on September 7 to discuss realization
of the program of action adopted by the Second Conference of the
LCY, the tasks facing the Executive Bureau in view of the ap-
proaching Third LCY Conference and Tenth LCY Congress.

On October 2 the TANJUG agency reported that the Tenth LCY
Congress would be convened in the spring of 1974. The final date
would be decided on by the LCY Presidium not later than three
months prior to the opening of the Congress.

According to the weekly journal Kommunist, the committee un-
der V. Vlahovic appointed by the LCY Presidium to prepare for
the Congress is to submit a draft Congress platform by April 1973.
Prior to its publication the LCY Presidium and all LCY organiza-
tions in the republic and territories of Yugoslavia will discuss the
draft. The committee will also submit proposals on the documents
to be discussed and adopted by the Congress, on the number of
delegates and their composition and the venue of the Congress.

The Tenth LCY Congress will be preceded by congresses of the
republican and territorial LCY organizations in the autumn of 1973.
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PLENARY MEETINGS

FOR A WORKER-PEASANT OFFENSIVE,
FOR A BIGGER BROAD FRONT AND
PARTY, FOR A DEMOCRATIC WAY OUT

On September 1-2 last, the Central Committee of the CP of Uruguay
held a meeting to which Rodney Arismendi, its First Secretary,

presented a report on the political situation at home and plans for
the Party’s subsequent development.

Following is a summary of the points discussed at the meeting. It
was carried in El Popular on September 6, under the above headline.

The Central Committee considers that the political situation is
still difficult, dangerous and unstable. Nevertheless, conditions have
developed which make it possible to turn the general struggle of
our people into a vast social and political offensive for the more
pressing demands. This offensive must also involve the demand
for freedoms and democracy and head off the fascist menace while
promoting the entire program platform advanced by the Broad
Front, a platform accepted by the masses, which has made it an
alternative of power. The CC was at one in considering that the
new conditions are due to the use of the right tactics, above all in
relation to the grave events of April, tactics evolved with the reso-

lute cooperation of our Party and contrasting with other concepts,
which were defeated.

In the period ahead, the Communists must take the most active
part in the social struggle of the masses, seek new forms of popu-
lar unity, such as the announced National Meeting for Democratic
Solutions, and contribute with determination to the sustained effort
to extend the Broad Front and its committees. They must also work,
especially in this Party Month, for the steady growth of the Party,
which is one of the main tasks of the Uruguayan revolution.

The meeting gave prominence to the issue of promoting solidar-

ity with the fraternal people of Chile and the Popular Unity gov-
ernment.

The debate revealed the traditional unity and cohesion of the
Central Committee and the Party. The proposed line and draft deci-
sions on further struggle were unanimously approved.
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PARTY’S TACTICAL CAPACITY PUT TO THE TEST

We are holding this meeting, said Arismendi, beginning his re-
port, in the early days of the Party anniversary month, slightly
more than 18 months after the 20th Congress, which indicated the
new perspective of the country characterized by the alternative of
people’s rule and by the setting of a concrete goal in the fight
against imperialism and the oligarchy. This has been a period of
testing the Party’s orientation and its role in national life. Where-
as the year 1971, when the Broad Front came into being, proved
the Party line correct in spite of the inadequacy of election returns,
the year 1972 is revealing the Party’s tactical capacity in every
respect.

This has been the most difficult period in years, one fraught with
danger. It confirms the correctness of the Party’s orientation and
important role, its leverage in political development and its stead-
fast effort make its orientation an objective of mass action, the
consistency of its political orientation and its unity behind the de-
cisions of its congresses and its Central Committee.

This is all the more important because the Party has grown by
tens of thousands of members in a short time, with members of
the middle strata who have joined the camp of the revolution try-
ing to dispute working-class leadership of the development pro-
cess. The Party has demonstrated its ability dialectically to com-
bine effort to assert the proletariat’s role with the practice of a
policy of unity with large sections of the middle strata, politically
synthesized in the Broad Front.

THE PARTY AS UNIFIER OF THE PEOPLE

We have reached September, Party Month, with important gains
in membership, which will undobtedly show a sharp increase this
month — a sign of the importance of our Party in the international
Communist movement and in our country. The Party’s genuinely
national role is increasing, due primarily to its program, which is
both a realistic solution to the crisis and a factor mobilizing the
masses and essentially coincides with that of the Broad Front be-
cause it charts the road to the revolution. The Party performs its
role as unifier of the people, the working class and other sections
of the people and the middle strata, seeking to extend their unity
to the utmost. It is also establishing closer links with the whole
range of the country’s anti-fascist forces to counter gorillaism and
fascism and clear the way for a democratic life in our republic.

Numerous well-known facts show that our Party is a real poli-
tical force, by which we mean its tactical capacity to transform its
political objectives into objectives of the masses.
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TACTICAL TURNS AFTER APRIL

The Party line has been put to the test in these difficult moments,
specifically in the course of the rapid tactical turns made after
April 14. In the wake of the election we raised the sights to a gen-
eral offensive involving all forces. However, the April events exert-
ed their pressure by creating the most adverse conditions, giving
rise to the danger of a coup and fascism and to the likelihood of
an extension of the bloodbath and of the masses being neutralized
by the latest attacks. The launching at this time of the slogan of
pacification, coupled with the demand for solutions to the people’s
problems, for democratic liberties and national sovereignty, made
it possible to narrow the field of action of the repressive forces and
unfold trade union and political action. The mass demonstrations
of the second half of April and the meeting on the 29th opened a
breach into which we rushed. We are trying to put the national
alternative in the right framework, that of economic and democra-
tic demands, of peace for changes and changes for peace, with ex-
plicitly anti-oligarchic implications. Thisi enabled us, besides, to
count on allies, if momentary ones, in the fight against a coup. In
short, it enabled us to elucidate our line directed towards popular
unity, group the forces of the Broad Front in support of an inde-
pendent orientation and show that the April 29 call for pacification
offers the only prospect of a way out.

The correctness of this orientation is seen today in the improved
political situation even though it is unstable, complicated and
fraught with danger. To carry our orientation through to the end,
we must eliminate all flavor of “sweet blood” from our ranks and
keep our eyes wide open in view of persistent dangers due, above
all, to the activity of fascist groups. There is a danger that repres-
sion will continue and lead step by step to the abolition of the
liberties even without outward changes. In other words, the “legal”
way will be used to settle accounts with the Left. And there is the

danger of a Rightist coup which may come wrapped in a demago-
gical cloak.

A KEY IS TO MOBILIZE THE MASSES

It is, therefore, a question of raising the Broad Front to the plane
we have decided on for the election campaign, of promoting it as
the real alternative for the country, of upholding and fighting for
the great slogan of peace for changes and changes for peace.

The task is, as well as continuing to hold our ground at this
stage of defense, to multiply contacts in the fight against the threat
of a coup and fascism and to lay increasing emphasis on the inde-
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pendent line of the Broad Front as the alternative of power and
on mobilizing the masses through the Front program, closely link-
ing political with economic demands. Priority must be given to
struggles against the high cost of living, for wages, housing, med-
ical care, all of which must be coordinated with the defense of
democracy, the fight for the release of hundreds of political prison-
ers and the call for the restoration of democratic freedoms.

At this stage, all mobilizing factors must be coordinated and con-
centrated so that this enormous power may be used and extended
in breadth and depth. The alliance with large sections of the middle
strata of town and country is particularly important in this respect.
The CC meeting examined the condition of small traders, butchers,
bakers, small and medium manufacturers and handicraftsmen, with
whom there is agreement on the issue of general strikes, for ex-
ample, but this agreemnt, it was said, must be made an important
aspect of political practice (in the trade union movement, the Broad
Front, among parliamentarians, in the press, and so on). Mention
was made, in particular, of the plight of the butchers, who are
affected by sales bans, and of the farmers (livestock-breeders,
wheat, beet and potato growers). Emphasis was laid on the need
of a proper policy towards pensioners and housewives, who are hit
by the high cost of living hardest of all. On all these issues, the
committee, the Broad Front committee and Party organizations
should coordinate their action.

CONDITIONS FOR A COUNTER-OFFENSIVE OF THE
WORKING-CLASS AND POPULAR MOVEMENT

The political campaign against imperialism and the oligarchy, and
against the threat of a coup and fascism, must help to educate the
masses in struggle, opening their eyes to the responsibility of im-
perialism and the oligarchy for the crisis and for corruption (in the
banks, meat-packing plants, export trade, monetary affairs), for
denationalizing the fundamental assets of the state.

There is a corrupt and repressive oligarchy which is responsible
for violence. Fascism is another aspect of corruption.

It is in this situation that we must promote the great way out—
an advanced democracy — envisaged by the Broad Front program.
In searching for ways and means of mounting this popular counter-
offensive, we must promote the Broad Front, with due regard to its
actual possibilities, as an alternative of power. We must do this
through an extensive public campaign which should, moreover, de-
fend the Front from twofold defamation—on the part of the Right-
ists, who would like to destroy this hope, and the various “Leftist”
groups, which aim at the same targets as the oligarchy and go out
of their way to attack the Communists.
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Undoubtedly, new forms of popular unity will have to be found
in this period. Hence the special importance of the initiative of hold-
ing the National Meeting for Solutions to search for ways of con-
ducting a dialogue, reaching agreement, and establishing a united
front of the proletariat with the middle strata, a front on whose
basis parliamentary action, the activity of municipal councillors,
and so on, should be coordinated.

UPHOLD AND EXTEND BROAD FRONT UNITY

It will also be a period of setting up hundreds of Broad Front
committees on which we will work most extensively in friendly
and flexible cooperation with all allies. At the same time we will
assert the orientation of organizations like the Left Liberation Front
and the 1001 group and foster unity with the Socialist Party, a mat-
ter of historic moment. Nor does the Broad Front bar new forces.
Our policy is to uphold and extend Broad Front unity and maintain
the Front's explicit and principled position—one policy, one line,
as Seregni put it.

Our guding activity as a Communist party must attain the high-
est standard. This means debate in the interests of unity, without
sectarian slips, on subjects and not individuals, in the factories and
among the students. It also implies more vigorous effort in our
press, at meetings, in various publications, and more meetings for
deep-going discussion in every milieu.

This implies, furthermore, an ideological campaign against Right
and “Left” anti-communism, in particular on themes brought up
by international reality.

SOLIDARITY WITH CHILE

The CC carefully analyzed the Chilean situation, the country’s
great achievements and the dangers facing the Popular Unity gov-

ernment, and passed a relevant resolution (published in El Popular
on September 3).

GROWTH OF THE DEMOCRATIC FORCES

Summing up, Arismendi said that the outcome of the election
by no means indicates that the people are against the Broad Front
alternative of power. The material requisites of this alternative,
namely, the existence of a deep economic crisis everywhere, are
there. Uruguay can no longer go back to the period before June
1968. While it is perfectly possible to pave the way for democracy,
this has to be fought for.

The deep crisis, the sharpness of the class struggle, the growth
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registered by various social forces, including our Party, and the
emergence of the Broad Front on the national scene show that the
task is to search for ways of bringing the Uruguayan revolution
nearer and to find original forms for it. While no one can at the
moment predict accurately how the present situation will resolve
itself, nor foresee the outcome of the internal contradictions of the
major forces that have assumed highly important roles, it is cer-
tain that the democratic forces on all levels can now be built up
to a great extent by firmly pursuing the right policy.

The speaker next referred to the tactic of “political sensational-
ism"” and individual terror. He said that our Party takes a prin-
cipled stand on individual terror, which it regards as a movement
of radicalized members of the middle strata, of erring revolution-
aries. In regard to them, the task is, not to uphold a doctrinaire
attitude but to carry on our line of mass action and elucidate our
ideology.

The report described the evolution of terrorism and critically
analyzed documents of recent date advocating from nationalist po-
sitions tactics which do not explicitly aim at taking power but are
intended to hasten the rise of a situation which would presumably
improve matters—tactics which have proved wrong. Thus there is
a theoretical and political crisis of the concept of minimizing the
role of theory in revoluttionary action,

The speaker, who stressed the continuity of our principled posi-
tion at every stage of the evolution of terror, put the phenomenon
within the context of Latin Amerian experience. These years, he
said, whose lesson we must learn, do not refute the Communist
concept of the main line of the Latin American revolution within

the framework of the strategic and tactical postulates of Marxism-
Leninism.

THE PARTY'’S PLAN

The Party’s 52nd anniversary is a proper occasion for us to tackle
the task of strengthening the Party as one of the first importance.
Hence the Party’s promotion plan should receive high priority in
our work.

The primary task is to continue recruitment. The proportion of
new members admitted by August 31 was examined, and it was
felt that while the influx is considerable it still falls short of pos-
sibilities. Needless to say, it is one thing to win new members at
a time when the masses are aroused by the expectation of early
gains and another thing to do so in an atmosphere of persecution
and torture. However, the Central Committee, which has approved
the plan, realizes that that is no insurmountable obstacle and re-
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cent facts, such as the recruitment in Montevideo over the past
month, prove this.

This anniversary month should, therefore, see an effort to fulfil
the recruitment plans we have made, with emphasis on the more
eligible, especially in the factories.

The report pointed to the need to enrol all new members in Party
organizations, assign them appropriate duties and organize courses
of study for them. It noted the high proportion of new Party mem-
bers who have taken such courses in Montevideo. In building up
the Party as one of professional revolutionaries and rank-and-file
members, we must focus our attention on centers where these revo-
lutionaries are active, meaning particularly branch organizations,
and must use new organizational methods in keeping with the level
of a party which has tens of thousands of members.

COORDINATE ACTIVITIES

The growing intricacy of leadership due to increasing Party mem-
bership necessitates coordination of the propaganda media. It was
pointed out that a fundamental task of the principal medium, the
Party press, which must not only inform but lead and orientate,
is to deal with ideological problems and that the Party must give
more attention to its daily, in particular by promoting its dis-
tribution.

The speaker also dealt with the journal Estudios and the Party's
publishing activity generally and stressed the need to coordinate
the various aspects of propaganda more effectively. He said the
campaign to raise 300 million pesos is making satisfactory headway.
These funds are badly needed if the Party is to fulfil ts manifold
duties and continue improving the work of branch organizations.
The speaker urged stepping up the campaign in this anniversary
month.

The need to go on improving Party education through courses
of study at various levels was likewise mentioned by the speaker.

September, the speaker said in conclusion, must become a month
of achievement. The fact that the Party line has proved correct is
no reason for us to sit back. The militancy of the masses, the
dangers which persist, the increased necessity for ideological strug-
gle and the assertion of the Party as a real force on the national
scene—all make September a month of testing.
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STATEMENTS AND SPEECHES

AGAINST ANTI-SOVIET SUBVERSION*

FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND EUROPEAN SECURITY

The Political Bureau of the CC, Communist Party of Belgium,
examined the present situation in the light of certain international
developments and phenomena of recent date which also tell on
our country.

The PB notes the persistence of an anti-Soviet campaign which
has been going on for months. This campaign is conducted on an
international scale. It falls back on the primitive forms of anti-
Sovietism used in the past and is rekindled on any excuse. It
generally comes down to questioning peace objectives accepted by
most of our fellow citizens: the efforts to end the U.S. war venture
in Vietnam, a just settlement of the Israeli-Arab conflict in the
Middle East, and a meeting of the capitalist and socialist countries
of Europe to lay the groundwork for a common security system.

AGAINST FOMENTING ANTI-SOVIETISM

Zionist groups are the most rabid exponents of anti-Sovietism
in Belgium today. Their habitual function is to publicize the
present Israeli leaders’ policy of aggression. The propaganda carried
on by these groups is based on a grossly false presentation of the
perfectly understandable steps taken in the Soviet Union to prevent
a “brain drain.” It is designed to smear the Soviet Union, whose
sons freed Oswiecim and which increasingly plays the role of prime
factor when the burning problem of international security, particu-
larly in Europe, comes up.

We must therefore, condemn M. Eyskens and certain members
of his cabinet who at the public meeting held in Brussels on Sep-
tember 12 last considered it their duty to identify themselves with
the above Zionist groups and their irresponsible propaganda.

AGAINST ESCALATION OF REPRISALS

The gesture made by Eyskens and his partners on the government
team is all the more open to criticism as it occurred in the context
of the tragic Munich events and their consequences.

*Drapeau Rouge, September 22-28, 1972.
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The Political Bureau believes that the Munich drama again
showed that blind terrorism, however legitimate the anger prompt-
ing it, is detrimental to the cause it seeks to serve.

Even so, the cause of the Palestinian people is a just one. And
Israel’'s policy of state terrorism against the civilian population,
against innocent women and children, is still more reprehensible
than the terrorism of Black September,

Hence there can be no question of falling in with Golda Meir,
head of the Israeli government, who invites West European coun-
tries to join in an escalation of reprisals. The best interest of our
country dictates a different option.

FOR A WELL-CONSIDERED POLICY

This different option is a well-considered policy to be followed
by the Belgian government.

Belgium should immediately insist in international agencies on
carrying out the Security Council resolution of November 22, 1967
with the object of restoring the rights of the Palestinian people,
stopping aggravation of the Israeli-Arab conflict and taking steps
towards peace in the Middle East.

Besides, our country should redouble its efforts to help in con-
vening and fostering the success of an early conference of the
capitalist and socialist countries of all Europe on problems of
security, disarmament and peaceful cooperation among the nations
concerned.

The anti-Soviet campaign is a deliberate act of subversion by
the enemies of peace. Let all popular organizations seeking security
for our country inspire their spokesmen in the country’s elected
bodies as well as the Belgian government, with the discernment
needed to foil the campaign.

Political Bureau

Communist Party of Belgium
Brussels, September 18, 1972.

APPEAL TO WORLD PUBLIC OPINION

The Dominican Communist Party’s International Relations Commis-
sion has circulated an Appeal to world public opinion the slightly
abridged text of which is given below.

April 28, 1965 was a turning point in our people’s anti-imperialist
struggle. On that day our country was invaded, for the second time
in this century, by troops from North America. The United States
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sent 42,000 Marines to suppress a victorious rising. More than 4,000
were Kkilled and a reactionary regime was imposed on the country.

Since then the Dominican Republic — like Guatemala, Brazil,
Salvador, Haiti, Uruguay and other countries — has been under
the virtual rule of illegal armed gangs. In 1966-71 they murdered
more than 1,000 persons opposed to the regime, filled the jails with
political prisoners and deported opposition leaders.

The Marines quit the country in 1966. But the U.S. advisers
remained, and their orders were to organize repression. Led by
their chief, Dan Mitrioni, they showed the utmost zeal. But a
wave of protests at home and abroad forced an end to the repres-
sions in mid-1971.

However, there is no guarantee that this terror machine built
by the Americans will not be put back into operation when the
Americans decide that the situation for that is more favorable.

NORTH AMERICAN ADVISERS MUST BE EXPELLED

The only guarantee that this will not happen is expulsion of all
North American advisers. For through its 500 advisers and other
staff, the U.S. controls the military establisment and exerts strong
influence on the administration.

In 1965-72 North American companies bought up a tenth of our
territory — iron, nickel and bauxite mines, cattle ranches and
farms, hotels, etc.,, spread over the western and central parts of
the country.

The advocates of outright terror now find themselves at a dead
end. Differences have arisen within the reactionary camp over the
terror issue (many reject the idea of maintaining stability by
armed force), over the present reform policy (nationalization of
idle land, possible expropriation of rice plantations covering over
500 tareas (a tarea=628 sq.m.) irrigated from state-owned canals;
differentiated restriction of latifundia holdings according to type of
farm; a bill envisaging return to the state of large tracts now held
by private itnerests, etc.). All this has produced a new political situa-
tion which the North American advisers cannot afford to ignore.

DEPORTATIONS, ARRESTS, TRAVEL BANS

The North American advisers found themselves obliged to change
the forms of terror. On April 27, 1971 the Caribe newspaper pub-
lished a list of 229 persons banned from leaving or entering the
country.

Despite the acute shortage of specialist personnel and the brain
drain to the United States, the travel ban extends to students and
teachers studying in capitalist and European socialist countries,
also expellees and persons deported after their prison term (Com-
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munists, revolutionary nationalists, Left Catholics, etc.). In fact
the ban is being applied even to foreigners.

Innocent people are being kept behind prison bars, usually on
framed up charges. Whenever the reactionaries have found it pos-
sible to continue the outright terror, the American advisers have
given them a free hand. And the result has been the murder of
four young men, a police raid on the Autonomous University of
Santo Domingo, where a girl student was Kkilled and 500 students
and faculty members arrested.

The American advisers are somewhat inhibited by the forthcom-
ing presidential elections and by fear of a new wave of protest
at home and abroad. But this does not prevent them from finding
new forms of repression and from getting the authorities to issue
more travel-ban lists (the latest one contains more than 400
names). Besides, more and more democratic-minded Dominicans
have been deported or thrown into jail, and the authorities are
waiting for an opportune moment for the illegal gangs to resume
the terror.

In this situation, the Dominican Communist Party calls on world
public opinion, on all democrats, all honest men and women, to be
vigilant. We ask everyone to circulate this appeal.

MINIMUM PROGRAM OF NATIONAL
OPPOSITION UNION

On August 10, Voz Proletaria published an appeal of the Com-
munist Party of Colombia to all opposition parties and groups and
the trade unions for a united front against attempts to impose a
dictatorial regime. On September 22, representatives of democratic
opposition parties and groups met in the Senate and founded the
National Opposition Union (NOU) and unanimously adopted its
minimum program, the full text of which is given below (as published
in Voz Proletaria, September 28, 1972.)

Political opposition groups assembled for their first united meet-
ing in the National Capitol on September 22, 1972 decided to
found a broad patriotic movement to be known as the National
Opposition Union, a firm and durable union of democratic and
socialist forces resolved to win power for the people so as to
stimulate urgent structural changes.

Guided by the immediate task of promoting united action
against the reactionary onslaught, we believe it is necessary to
mobilize all groups opposed to the present regime and concert all
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efforts to achieve the following minimum and essential immediate
aims:

1. Full democratic freedoms and civil guarantees for all Colom-
bians, including freedom of organization, assembly, demonstration
and expression of views. This will require repeal of emergency
laws and cessation of repressive measures based on them and
directed against blue-collar and white-collar workers, students
and progressive intellectuals. All military tribunals shall be dis-
solved and all political detainees and trade union activists released.

2. An end to neo-colonialism and political, economic and cultural
dependence on other countries, with measures against all classes
that advocate and promote these forms of exploitation and domina-
tion. Restoration to the people of all natural wealth and resources
by nationalizing first of all oil and mining, forestry and sea re-
sources, which shall become the sole property of the Colombian
people.

3. Far-reaching democratic agrarian reform that will give the
land to the laboring peasants, together with easy credits, farm
machinery and technical assistance, and will, at the same time,
abolish the latifundia system. Labor legislation and the 8-hour
day to be extended to farm workers. Implementation of the Peasant
Charter drawn up by the National Association of Peasant Farmers.

4, Urban reform that will enable families to acquire normal
housing, end abuses by landlords and city authorities and abolish
private renting offices. Expropriation of speculative land and urban
land-holdings, without prejudice to families whose main income
comes from leasing part of their house. :

5. State control of major branches of the national economy now
owned by the monopolies and the oligarchy, with the establish-
ment of three forms of property: state, mixed and private. State
economic planning.

6. Higher wages to meet rising living costs caused by domestic
and foreign monopolies, and establishment of a satisfactory mini-
mum wage for all workers in urban and rural communities.

7. Democratic educational reform providing, with due account
to concrete conditions, for free and universal primary education as
the duty of the state. Abolishing commercialization of education.
Universities shall enjoy autonomy, their curricula made more pro-
gressive and brought closer to the interests of the people, and
shall be open to young people from low-income families. An end
to financial and other interference of imperialist institutions in edu-
cation, The universities shall not be transferred to private interests.
Better selection and remuneration of teaching staff as a major
element of educational reform.

8. Establishment of diplomatic, commercial and cultural relations
with all countries. An independent foreign policy of peace and soli-
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darity with peoples battling for liberation and against aggression.

9. Democratic and Socialist members of parliament and municipal
councils shall work for mutual understanding between political
groups to consolidate the popular forces. They shall present a
united front against corruption and repression. The political activity
of public organizations shall be effectively combined with organized
mass action,

Such are the immediate demands uniting the forces represented
in the National Opposition Union in the fight for the people’s
interests.

We call on all the Left forces to cooperate with us on an equal
footing in the name of popular unity that would embody the
advanced ideals of our revolutionary masses.

We invite to the National Encounter in February 1973 all groups,
movements and parties prepared to contribute to this great revo-
lutionary effort for a new Colombia by advancing programs and
forming organizations seeking close unity of the people as the only
realistic alternative to traditional oligarchic power in Colombia.

Broad Colombian Movement
Christian Social-Democratic Party

Communist Party of Colombia
Bogota, September 22, 1972

AGREEMENT WITH COMMON MARKET IS
AN ACT OF NATIONAL BETRAYAL

Condensed statement by the Executive Commission of the CC, CP
Portugal, released August 5, 1972, Avante, No. 444,

A NEW MORTGAGE

Minister Patriciu reporting extensively on the agreement with
the Common Market which he signed recently on behalf of the
Caetano government, struck the pose of a victor and tried to con-
vince the Portuguese people that a “great victory” was won. He
had much to say about the “advantages gained” while keeping
silent or belittling the shady sides of this agreement. However, at
the end of his long-winded speech, obviously not too sure of the
advantages he was advertising, the Minister, trying to justify the
shackling agreement to which he affixed his signature, trotted out
the main argument, i.e., that nothing could be done anyway, that
there was no choice.

In defending his action Minister Patriciu actually admitted what
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our Party has persistently pointed out and again declared in its
Central Committee document *“The Main Tasks in the Present
Political Situation” (May, 1972), namely: “Submission to imperial-
ism, a hostile attitude towards the socialist camp and breaking with
the Third World tend to turn Portugal’s economy into a toy in the
hands of the international mornopolies and their Portuguese part-
ners and accomplices.”

By making the country’s economy heavily dependent on the big
imperialist powers, the international monopolies and certain
markets and economic spheres of the capitalist world, the fascist
dictatorship is step by step selling out Portugal's economic future
and enmeshing the nation in a net of compromises and ever more
shackling obligations. The Common Market agreement is just a
new mortgage on the national economy.

Yesterday the fascists justified membership in the EFTA with
references to the advantages of the British market, today they
justify the agreement with the EEC by referring to the importance
of the EFTA markets, and tomorrow, if the people of Portugal
allow it, they will justify further capitulation before the interna-
tional monopolies by referring to the importance of trade with
the Common Market.

The problem, however, concerns not merely the orientation of
economic policy. The fascist policy towards movements advocat-
ing imperialist integration is determined by the class nature of
fascism as a dictatorship of monopolies connected with imperial-
ism and the latifundists.

It follows, therefore, that a genuine alternative presupposes what
the CC of our Party stressed in May 1972: “liquidation of mono-
poly power, liberation from foreign imperialism, stopping the col-
onial war and abolishing colonialism, an independent national poli-
cy and establishment of friendship and cooperation with all coun-
tries, particularly the socialist countries. The first step in realizing
this alternative must be the overthrow of the fascist dictatorship
and establishment of a democratic government.”

ABOLISHING SMALL AND MIDDLE ENTERPRISES

References to goods “subject to market fluctuations” were used
by the masters of the Common Market to impose through the
agreement with Portugal discriminatory measures against Portu-
guese-made textiles, clothing and canned goods.

This was foreseen by our Party’s Central Committee last May
and in the aforementioned document it was explained that “the
free trade that the big imperialist countries are attempting to force
upon ‘the less developed countries is accompanied by discriminat-
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ory-protectionist measures against goods ‘subject to market fluc-
tuations’.”

On this point, too, Minister Patriciu was obliged to tone down
his optimism. He admitted that the “potential restrictions of tariff
advantages for the exports of our textiles and clothing are, of
course, a negative aspect of the agreement.”

But, in the same breath, reverting to his role as minister of the
monopoles connected with imperialism, he passed a death sentence
on small and middle enterprises, including textile and clothing fac-
tories, cynically pointing out by way of argument that wages were
very low in these branches of industry, as though the government
of which he is a member and the foreign monopolies whose pro-
tege he is, were not fully responsible for such a situation.

GROWING IMPERIALIST PENETRATION

The report on foregn investments in Portugal released this March
by the Portuguese-West German Chamber on Trade and Industry
throws light on some significant facts.

According to this document, foreign investments, taken separate-
ly or together with national capital, equalled 2,267 million escudos
in 1971 as against 1,979 million in 1970 and 1,708 million in 1969.
This is six billion escudos in the course of three years. As for the
sources, the Chamber on Trade and Industry informs us that one
billion escudos came from the United States, 975 million from
Belgium, 878 million from South Africa, 647 million from the FRG
and 579 million from Great Britain, to mention just the biggest
contributors.

French investments totallng 54 million escudos in 1969 and 38
million in 1970, jumped to 246 million escudos in 1971. There are
reports of new French investments in the chemical and cement
industries. The construction of highways proved a lucrative opera-
tion for French capital which occupies rather strong positions
in this field.

Let us note that, in the view of the Chamber, one of the para-
mount factors for the influx of foreign capital is “the favorable
position of the Portuguese government and the support of econo-
mic circles who are orientating to an ever greater degree on closer
ties wth Europe and on the integration of the European economic
area.”

Other reasons cited by the Chamber should also be mentioned,
proving beyond doubt that the fascist rulers are pursuing a policy
of national betrayal and capitulation. We have in mind the fol-
lowing:

—Portugal’s complete readiness to treat foreign capital on a
par with national capital;
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—opportunities for re-export or free export of profits;
—relatively favorable taxation;

—relatively favorable labor market;

—favorable siting of plants manufacturing for and delivering
to third party consumers, particularly as concerns low production
costs (low wages) with allowances made for international compe-
tition.

On the basis of this, the Chamber recommends increasing West
German investments.

Other imperialist groupings are also evincing an interest and
are striving to maintain and broaden their positions. This par-
ticularly concerns British imperialism.

The agreement on so-called American economic aid to Portugal
in exchange for a base in Lajes alarmed British financial circles,
and an item appeared in the January 26 issue of the newspaper
Capital saying that “the sum total of loans granted by British finan-
cial institutions for important development measures in Portugal
equals 14 billion escudos.” This same item quotes an official report
from the British Ambassador to the Portuguese-British Chamber
for Trade and Industry, which stresses that ‘“the authorities and
institutions of the United Kingdom are willing and prepared, as
before, to offer the same advantages as those offered by the Export-
Import Bank of the United States.”

Replying to our charge that the government was trying to put
Portugal into still greater subordination to imperialism, M. Caeta-
no, speaking in Almada, exclaimed: “Portugal is not a vassal of any
foreign power.”

But we said differently. We pointed out, and these facts confirm
it, that Portugal is becoming more and more a vassal of the inter-
national monopolies and is subordinated simultaneously to several
imperialist powers which, though they may fight among themselves
over this or that position, are basically agreed as regards joint
exploitation of the people of Portugal, its resources and national
wealth. We maintained that it is the Gaetano government that is
mainly responsible for placing Portugal in the hands of foreigners.

GREATER EXPLOITATION OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

The working class and toiling people of Portugal know from
their own experience that for them foreign investments do not
mean higher wages or better working conditions, contrary to the
assurances of the monopoly propagandists who are selling the
country to imperialism.

Foreign capital invests in Portugal for the express purpose of
profiting from the fact that the fascist dictatorship offers it oppor-
tunities to pay low wages and exploit the working people. Foreign
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capital is and will remain a serious barrier to the improvement of
the Portuguese people’s welfare.

For the working people the agreement signed with the Common
Market will mean still greater exploitation, for the monopolists
and capitalists will do their utmost to make the working people pay
for the new conditions of competition,

The Caetano government, through its Minister Mota Campos,
has already called for intensifying exploitation, claiming that the
agreement “requires tremendous efforts to increase productivity.”

A NEW STAGE OF OPPRESSION

It is no secret that those who would “liberalize” the regime (in-
cluding the personnel of SEDES—Society on Economic and Social
Development Research) are among the most ardent advocates of
the country’s participation in imperialist integration, of “open
doors” for foreign investments into the national economy. It is
not surprising, therefore, that they welcome the Caetano govern-
ment’s efforts in this direction and even believe that integration
and “open doors” should be practised on a bigger scale. Also, it
is not surprising that they attempt to defend such a policy, seeing
it as a way to “liberalization.”

What is surprising is that certain democratic circles or those
who pose as such, support the same line and speak of closer con-
tacts with the Common Market as a factor facilitating the coun-
try’'s progress towards democracy, as, the newspaper Republica
wrote on July 24, 1972.

Contrary to what the paper says, the Common Market agree-
ment and Portugal's growing dependence on the international
monopolies resulting from it, signify a new stage of oppression for
the people of Portugal.

The international monopolies are interested in having the Por-
tuguese people deprived of their elementary freedoms, for this
will make it easier to exploit and plunder them. Our Party has
pointed out that in order to establish genuine democracy in Portu-
gal it is necessary to free the country of imperialist domination.
This will be achieved by the Portuguese people’s revolutionary
struggle and not through the efforts or by the grace of those re-
sponsible for the international monopoly domination.

STRUGGLE AGAINST IMPERIALIST SUBORDINATION
MUST BE IN THE FOREFRONT

Considering the consequences which will not be long in emerg-
ing, and the trammels on the country’s future, the struggle against
growing subordination to imperialism in general and exposing the
essence of the agreement with the Common Market in particular
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must be in the forefront of all popular and democratic struggle.

In face of the Caetano government’s policy of national betrayal,
we must increase the nation’s patriotic awareness and carry on
broader work among the people. exposing fascist propaganda, re-
buffing the exuberant speeches cof the new “liberals” and the naive
prophecies of certain democrats.

Continuing to link the struggle for economic demands at plants
and in the trade unions with the anti-imperialist struggle, as was
done by the workers of the West German Grundig firm and at
many iron and steel plants, the working class, which holds aloft
the banner of national independence, must involve broad masses

of working people, all democratic and patriotic forces in this
struggle.

JOSIP BROZ TITO ON SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY
AND TASKS OF THE LEAGUE OF COMMUNISTS
OF YUGOSLAVIA

Josip Broz Tito, President of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia and Chairman of the League of Communists of Yugoslavia,
early in October received editor of Zagreb daily Vjesnik and an-
swered her questions. We quote excerpts from President Tito's inter-
view published, among others, by the Tanjug agency.

“If you take an objective look at the situation in Yugoslavia,
the development of our country during the last several years, our
vast achievements, the prestige our country enjoys in the world,
I think that we may be very satisfied. But in the process of this rich
development, particularly during the last several years, understand-
ably certain disturbances took place in the economy and in some
other fields, including the political.

“l absolutely do not agree with the stories that the situation
in Yugoslavia is grave. Stories like that have been maliciously
circulated abroad. Everyone who comes to Yugoslavia may see
for himself that in a very short period of time, 25 or 26 years
after the war, we transformed devastated Yugoslavia into a new
country, fully transformed it economically and politically.

“But many malicious people also come to our country. They can
see our achievements, but our system, the socialist system of our
society, is not to their liking. Therefore they attack Yugoslavia.
In our country, too, there are people — and not a few — who are
helping these anti-socialist forces abroad.

“l do not say we have no problems and difficulties. We have
them. But we shall go forward at a faster pace and solve the diffi-
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culties and problems much more quickly if we fulfil all the tasks
before us. And this means that in the first place the behavior of
Communists must be different, that it must be equal to the tasks.
I hold that the Communists in the first place are responsible for the
development of Yugoslavia. They were responsible for the prepara-
tion of the liberation struggle, they were responsible during the
war and brought it to a triumphant end. The Communists were
responsible also for proper social development after the war. i.e.,
for socialist development. No one else has the same responsibility
as the Communists for the further internal development and trans-
formation. Therefore, I hold that upon us Communists lies an
enormous responsibility.

“When we strengthen the Party, when it becomes what it should
be according to the present stage of our development, then, I
think, it will be easier for us to advance than it has been until
now, especially of late.”

Speaking of Party work, Tito said that it was necessary to deal
above all with organizational matters, to carry the reorganization
through to the end and set up small organizations in place of the
big ones that had existed so far.

“The unity of thought and action,” he continued, “does not mean
turning back . . . or accepting some other concept. It is something
quite different, something that is necessary in the present phase
because of the situation, because of the attempts from every quarter
to obstruct our socialist development. It is necessary for the Com-
munists to be united. This does not mean that they should com-
mand; on the basis of a correctly evaluated situation they must
make decisions that become valid when they have been adopted by
the majority, and then they are binding on everyone. This is the
essence of democratic centralism, and this is absolutely indispens-
able in an organization such as the League of Communists.

“In our Party life we have reached a situation in which it is
time to go from words to deeds. I have talked enough., We must
take the strictest measures against all those in the Party who do
not carry out decisions, who are not Communists, who have joined
the Party for reasons of careerism and behave in an uncommunist,
unsocialist fashion.

“Regrettably, in our League there are also many who are getting
rich at the expense of other people’s labor. Such people must be
turned out of the Party. Otherwise, our League of Communists
will not be a party of the working class, a vanguard in which the
working class and the people have confidence.

“Our Party has lost much of its prestige since the Sixth Congress.
This happened because after the Congress there was a tendency
to liquidate the Party as the crucial factor of socialist development.
But there can be no other factor.
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“The Socialist League is a mass organization with its own
program based on that of the League of Communists. It is a broad
political organization which fully accepts socialism on all issues.
Naturally, those who are against socialism should be removed
from its ranks.

“On the eve of, and more especially after, the Sixth Congress
(Tito continued) everyone was ecstatic about democracy, and
moreover a democracy brought to a point at which the role of the
Party in all spheres of public life was belittled. Its only function
was to set the country’s ideological course. Yes, the Party has
that function, but that is not enough. It must have Communists
in its ranks, submitting to Party discipline, and capable of giving
the masses ideological leadership and dislodging the class enemy
from the positions he now holds in every sphere.”

Referring to the essence of democracy, Tito said: “We have
always been and always will be for democratic development. But
we cannot allow everyone, including our class enemy, to benefit
by democracy. For the enemy there can be no democracy. We must
not forget that the liberation struggle was also of a working class
nature, that it was an armed class struggle. The Chetniks, the Us-
tashi, the white guards, Quislings of all types and shades, joined
the invader to preserve their positions after the war. Therefore,
it was both a class and liberation struggle.

“With the end of the war we ended our resolute opposition to
class enemies. We allowed them full freedom; more, we forgot
about them. Taking advantage of our democracy, they became
more brazen. We were not vigilant, though I had warned that we
would have to pay a high price for this lack of vigilance, for
failure to cut short the activities of the class enemy by adminis-
trative and other measures. The people must know how the class
enemy operates. For there are class enemies in every milieu —
those who are opposed to socialism, those who want to get rich,
or are already rich, at the expense of others. These are all class
enemies, and not only must we expel them from the Party — we
must prosecute them. The wealth they have amassed should be
returned to those who created it.”

“Certain forces have taken advantage of this skilfully, and it is
precisely they that are furious with us today, shrieking that we
are against democracy. No, we are not against democracy and
we have proved this. Indeed, can there be better proof than what
our working class has gained — self-government?”

Speaking of the question of unity of the League of Communists,
the Chairman of the LCY stressed:

“There is no disunity in the rank and file of the League of
Communists. I am sure of this, There was disunity in certain
quarters, in certain bodies. But it has not reached considerable
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proportions and the matter is already being corrected.” The League
of Communists Presidium, Tito continued, is taking measures to
resolve pressing problems. “On my proposal, the last meeting of
the Executive Bureau approved a letter which I signed together
with the Executive Bureau secretary. It is addressed to all Party
members in all the republics and has been circulated to all Party
organizations.* It deals with many problems. But this is only a first
step. Everyone agrees with what was decided upon by the Executive
Bureau. Everyone agrees that we must be more resolute. As you
see, there is full agreement among us, among those who directed
the revolution and fought for unity during the war. We all of us
see things in the same light. But there are others, those who came
from the non-socialist intelligentsia, and they do not agree with
us. As for the veteran fighters, I feel sure that 99 per cent of them
will support us. The important thing is that we have unity in the
central leadership.”

Asked why the 10th League of Communists Congress has been
postponed to the spring of 1974, Tito said that more preparations
had to be made.

“We must first purge the League of Communists, bring order
into its ranks. We would achieve very little by holding the Congress
now. We must solve many problems, they will be discussed at
the republican and federal conferences.”

Discussing ways and means of strengthening the League of

Communists, Tito said he was categorically against decentralizing
the League.

“There is a Party in each of the republics, but their programs
are based on that of the League. The country must have a single
ideological and political orientation. True, the republics differ from
one another, each has its specific conditions and we must reckon
with that. But ideological and political action programs should not
run counter to the unity of our socialist society and state, which
are developing towards communism.”

Tito also replied to a question about nationalism and the forces
stimulating it:

“I have repeatedly stressed that nationalism has its roots in class
society. Nationalism and socialism are absolutely incompatible; they
are irreconcilable opposites. Nationalism had deep roots in the
defeated bourgeois system which was dominated by private prop-
erty. Now it is an obstacle to socialist development. I have already
spoken of nationalism’s negative anti-socialist aspects.

“Of course, we should not disregard the positive achievements,
which can contribute to the country’s social and cultural develop-
ment. We must strive for unity in the cultural field, i.e., for close

*The letter was published in the Yugoslav press on Oct. 18, 1972.—Ed.
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cultural cooperaiton and support as opposed to cultural division.”

The Communists must be in the van of those fighting for a
united and strong Yugoslavia, Tito emphasized. Referring to hostile
emigre influence, he said: “During the war, these emigrés were
on the side of fascism, on the side of the invader. Some of our
young people are falling into their trap. They are encouraged from
abroad, by the elements who finance the emigrés and their subver-
sion against Yugoslavia.”

Speaking of what is expected of a Communist, Tito stressed
that he must enjoy the respect of the community, the people’s
trust, his deeds must match his words. All this is of vast import-
ance, particularly for the youth, and this aspect will be discussed
at the Third League Conference.

Replying to a question about the pernicious influence exerted
on the youth, in particular by the sale of U.S. army insignia, Tito
said: “That is impermissible; it is tantamount to popularizing the
imperialist army that is sowing death and devastation in Vietnam.
We must prohibit this.”

Tito further spoke of changes in the League's Program and

Constitution now being drafted by a commission for submission
to the Tenth Congress.

In conclusion Tito declared:

“First of all, the League of Communists must purge its own
ranks. That is absolutely necessary and cannot be delayed.

“Second, we must resolutely, but also very concretely, tackle
the problem of people getting rich at the expense of others. There
will have to be a searching investigation and administrative and
other measures to punish the guilty, confiscate what does not belong
to them, what they have not earned by their own labor.

“Third, we must turn our attention also to organizations, the
Veterans’ Union, for instance. They should popularize the ideas
of the League of Communists. And the veterans clearly see our
defects and discuss them, but that should be done within their
organization, not outside.

“Then there is the question of the Socialist League, about which
nobody sems to be concerned. But without intensifying its activities,
the League of Communists will find it hard to carry out its policy.

“We shall soon discuss the youth problem. Young people must
follow the Program of the League of Communists, be more active
and not recede into a peculiar kind of opposition. Young people
are being used by some elements for anti-socialist activities, and
the youth must be brought in to combat such elements. I place
great hope on the youth. Its problems will be thoroughly discussed
at the Third League of Communists Conference.”
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IMPORTANT PEACE INITIATIVE BY PROVISIONAL
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF REPUBLIC
OF SOUTH VIETNAM

On September 11, the Provisional Revolutionary Government of
the Republic of South Vietnam (PRG RSV) issued a statement indic-
ating the ways for a just and durable peace in Vietnam.

Published in L'Humanité, September 12, here are it main
provisions.

The PRG solemnly declares:

If there is to be a correct solution of the Vietnam problem and

durable peace in Vietnam, the U.S. government must meet two
demands:

STOP THE AGGRESSION

1. Respect the Vietnamese people’s right to genuine independence
and the South Vietnamese people’s right to genuine self-determi-
nation, halt the American aggressive war, the bomb attacks, mine-
laying and blockade of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam; end
the policy of “Vietnamization”; cease all military action in South

Vietnam; speedily and fully withdraw from South Vietnam all
troops, advisers, military and technical personnel and military equip-
ment of the U.S. and its allies; dismantle U.S. military bases in
South Vietnam; renounce all U.S. military obligations in Vietnam,;
cease support of the Thieu puppet government.

THREE EQUAL COMPONENT PARTS

2. Solution of South Vietnam’s internal problems must be based
on the actual state of affairs, with due account of the fact that
there are two governments, two armies and other political forces
in South Vietnam. There must be national concord; united on the
basis of equality, mutual respect and reciprocal renunciation of
attempts to oust the other side, the parties concerned must
guarantee the people democratic freedom. To this end a provisional
government of national concord should be established in South
Vietnam composed of three equal parts; it would run the country
in the transition period and hold genuinely free and democratic
general elections.

In reference to the third part, the representatives of political
forces and trends unaffiliated to the PRG or the Saigon government,

the PRG declares that these representatives would be appointed
through consultations.
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THERE WILL BE NEITHER A COMMUNIST SYSTEM,
NOR A PUPPET REGIME

If the U.S. government really respects the right of the South
Vietnamese people to self-determination and conducts serious
negotiations for a peaceful settlement of the South Vietnam prob-
lem, the PRG is prepared to conclude an agreement to the effect
that neither a Communist system nor a U.S. puppet regime will
be imposed on South Vietnam. The PRC is prepared to agree to a
provisional government of national concord in which none of the
partners will have a dominating position.

That path will lead to a speedy release of all the American
prisoners of war and speedy re-establishment of peace in Vietnam.

The PRG declares:

The U.S. imperialists’ bombs, brazen threats and perfidious poli-
tical and diplomatic maneuvers will never bring the Vietnamese

people to its knees. On the contrary, they can only strengthen its
hatred and resolution to fight and win.
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FROM THE PARTY PRESS

EIGHTH CONGRESS OF CP OF SRI LANKA

The Eighth Congress of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka was held
at Colombo from August 20 to 24 where |* represented the CPI.
There were delegations from the Communist parties of Soviet Union,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, GDR, Bulgaria, Mongolia and Rumania. The

Congress received warm messages of greetings from several other
parties.

The Eighth Congress was being held after almost eight years and
it was required to analyze and assess some very important devel-
opments that had taken place both in the national and international
scene. The Communist Party of Sri Lanka was also meeting in a
situation of growing financial and economic crisis in the country and
in the background of the youth revolt of April 1971.

Various sections of the working class of Sri Lanka have carried
out struggles for better wages and other demands. On the eve of
the Congress, the National Assembly passed a land ceiling law
which continues to be the subject matter of discussion and debate
all over the country. Similarly the proposed draft press council
bill was being hotly debated both in the press and among the
public.

Meeting after more than two years of participation in the UF
government, the CP Congress had to discuss in depth the balance
sheet of that government’'s performance. Also, the Congress had
to lay down more concrete guidelines about the working of the
Party in the UF, in the government, and the mass organizations
and mass struggles.

The draft political report of the Central Committee dealt with all
the national and international developments in detail. Many dele-
gates participated in the discussion on the report.

ENDORSES MOSCOW MEET’S CONCLUSIONS

Dealing with the international situation, the report stated cate-
gorically that the Communist Party of Sri Lanka fully endorsed the
analysis made at the Moscow meeting of the Communist and
Workers’ parties in June 1969,

The report condemned ‘“‘the big-power chauvinism and adventur-
ist policies and actions of the Mao Tse-tung clique, who have not

*Article by P. K. Vasudevan Nair published in New Age, September 17, 1972.
66 information bulletin




only caused disruption in the international Communist movement,
but also severely damaged the Chinese Communist Party, the van-
guard of the Chinese revolution.”

The report dealt with the emergence of the new state of Bangla-
desh extensively. I will quote only a few lines:

“Recently there have been some welcome developments in the
Hindustan Peninsula. A new state of Bangladesh has been born.

“The birth of an independent state of Bangladesh and its inter-
national recognition is a significant victory achieved by the national
liberation movement in the recent past. The victory of the Bangla-
desh patriots over the military oppression of Yahya Khan regime
has created favorable conditions for the forces of democracy and
socialism in South Asia. This victory exposed the bankruptcy of
the policies followed by the military rulers of Pakistan, U.S.
imperialists and of the Chinese leaders.

“The Soviet Union’s role in the UN strengthened the liberation
struggle of Bangladesh and frustrated the maneuvers of the im-
perialists.

“This Congress notes with great appreciation the magnificent
contribution made by the Communist Party of India to the libera-
tion struggle of the people of Bangladesh.

“The Congress records its joy at the emergence of the Communist
Party of Bangladesh as a legal political party, a party that for
months was suppressed and persecuted by the former military
regime of Pakistan. This Congress also records with admiration the
part played by the fraternal Communist Party of Bangladesh in
the liberation of Bangladesh.”

The CP of Sri Lanka particularly underlined the treacherous role
played by the leadership of the Chinese party on the Bangladesh
issue.

The draft political report dealt with the political and economic
situation obtaining within the country in detail. It blamed the pre-
vious UNP government and reactionary groups of the capitalist
class for the present economic and financial crisis. The inevitable
ills of the capitalist path of development have afflicted the social
life of Sri Lanka too. After enumerating the important achieve-
ments of the UF government such as the making of the new consti-
tution, the land reform law, extension of certain rights of the work-
ing class etc., the report drew pointed attention to the urgent neces-
sity of pushing the country towards the non-capitalist path.

The draft political report devoted considerable space to deal with
the question of developing mass movements and mass struggles as
well as the question of developing the initiative and independent
role of the Communist Party while safeguarding the unity and
integrity of the UF. As a matter of fact, it was mainly on this point
that a sharp debate has taken place within the CP of Sri Lanka.
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Hence it was felt necessary to reach clearer understanding on this
question. The political report laid stress on the necessity for
developing all-round mass initiatives, extra-parliamentary mass

mobilization and struggles and safeguarding of the basic rights
of the working class.

DISCONTENT AMONG YOUTH

The political report dealt with the growing discontent among
the youth arising from large-scale unemployment and similar other
social evils. In this connection, the report pointed out how right
reactionary forces tried to make use of the youth revolt of April
1971 in their game to overthrow the united front government.

The draft politcal report was unanimously adopted by the Con-
gress. The organizational report also was discussed and adopted.
A new Central Committee of 35 members was elected. S. A. Wickre-
masinghe was elected as the General Secretary of the Party in a
meeting of the CC held later.

The Congress was attended by 514 delegates representing more
than 4,000 members. One important feature was the large number
of young delegates.

The anti-communist press was continuously campaigning about
the confrontation between the so-called “hardliners” and “soft-
liners” in the Communist Party. They were even expecting a split
in the Party. But the outcome of the Congress must have dis-
appointed such people. In 1964, the Party has to face a split engin-
eered by the pro-Peking Shanmugathasan clique. Today this clique
is in a miserable condition. The CP of Sri Lanka successfully sur-
vived the crisis of 1964.

It is true that the Party is trying to grapple with a difficult and
complicated situation. But there is no doubt in my mind that they
will do it successfully.

After the Congress was over, I had an opportunity to visit certain
districts like Ratnapura, Anuradhapura, Vivuniya and Jaina. Every-
where comrades expressed the hope and desire that there will be
much more contact between the CPI and CP of Sri Lanka. It is
really very necessary that closer contacts be developed.

CHINA IN 1972. INTERNATIONAL POLICY

That is the title of an article by Jean-Emile Vidal in L'Humanité
of October 2. In a brief introduction, L'Humanité reports the celebra-
tion of the 23rd anniversary of the People’'s Republic of China,
noting the particularly harsh attacks on the Soviet Union in edito-
rials in all the main Maoist press organs.
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The past year has seen important changes in China’s international
position.

After a period of self-isolation begun in 1966 (when Peking
recalled 43 ambassadors) diplomatic activity has been markedly
more active since 1969, there has been a series of important devel-
opments including China’s admission to the United Nations and
the visits of President Nixon and Japanese Prime Minister Tanaka.

Restoration of China’s United Nations rights on October 25,
1971 was the result of an intensive struggle against U.S. imperialism
which for 22 years used a combination of maneuver and blackmail
to keep China out. However, the socialist countries’ concerted action
since 1950 isolated the U.S.: 71 countries voted for China and the
expulsion of the Chiang Kai-shek “representative.”

This put an end to a flagrant injustice. And this has proved bene-
ficial not only for China, but should be beneficial also for the
United Nations, giving it a more representative character, and
for world peace.

The February Nixon visit signified defeat of the cold-war and
isolation policy vis-a-vis China that Washington had followed since
1949, In a more general sense, it was a defeat of the “rolling-back
communism” policy.

There can be little doubt that Mr. Nixon’s intentions are anything
but honest. Suffice it to recall the following passage in his 1970
State of the World message to Congress.

“The power of individual Communist nations has grown but
international Communist unity has been shattered. Once a unified
bloc, its solidarity has been broken by the powerful forces of
nationalism.”

U.S. imperialism, whose nature has not changed, has taken this
into account in its strategic planning with the firm intention of
using it and, if possible, aggravating its consequences.

Nonetheless, the new U.S.-China relations strengthen the prin-

ciples of peaceful coexistence and in this way contribute to inter-
national détente.

ELIMINATING A SEAT OF TENSION

Proof of that will be seen in Prime Minister Tanaka's visit to
Peking, undertaken after the American initiative and accentuating
its consequences.

Normalization of Sino-Japanese relations after nearly a century
of conflict imperils the U.S.-Japanese pact concluded in San Fran-
cisco. Its provisions, drawn up by the U.S. ruling circles in 1951,
define the pattern of relations between Asian countries in the
terms of cold war.

Both partners obviously benefit politically and economically. Eco-
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nomically, China will now have access to Japan'’s modern tech-
nology. Japan will have access to much-needed Chinese raw ma-
terials and a capacious market; reduced to a second-rate power
after its defeat in 1945, Japan will now gain a political role
commensurate with its economic might.

The disappearance of U.S.-imposed myth of a “Republic of China”
(Chiang Kai-shek) should make it possible, at long last, to resolve
the Taiwan issue. One of the world’s main seats of tension is thus
being eliminated.

At present, 79 countries (and the FRG will soon bring the num-
ber to 80) have diplomatic relations with the PRC. U.S. imperialism,
which wanted to keep the Chinese people outside the family of
nations, has sustained a crushing defeat.

It is hard to understand why the Chinese leaders persist in their
intransigent policy of hostility toward the Soviet Union and most
other socialist countries. It is hard to understand why, having partly
normalized relations with the U.S. and Japan, Peking does not want

to do the same with the USSR, as the Soviet government has
repeatedly suggested.

POLICY INIMICAL TO THE PEOPLES

Anti-Sovietism, which continues to dominate Chihese policy, has
led Peking into a position detrimental to China and the peoples’
struggle: it has consistently rejected joint action to help the Indo-
China peoples fight U.S. aggression, vetoed Bangladesh UN member-
ship, openly opposed international disarmament talks, convocation
of an all-European security conference, opposed the treaties con-
cluded between the USSR and the FRG, etc.

Positive evolution in this respect would quickly alter the inter-
national situation and the alignment of world forces in favor of
all the peoples and, above all, the peoples of Vietnam, Cambodia

and Laos, who are making such tremendous sacrifices on the front-
line of the anti-imperialist struggle.
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ANTI-COMMUNISM IN POLITICAL PROPAGANDA

This is an article by Felix Ojeda, General Secretary of the Puerto-

Rican Communist Party, which appeared in Pueblo, No. 4, September
1972.

Anti-communism is the favorite weapon of the rich who do not
want the poor man to learn and understand why the rich live iIn
luxury and have all they need, while the poor live in squalor and
have nothing. It is a weapon brandished by imperialist monopol-
ists to keep the colonial and semi-colonial peoples in hand and pre-
vent the growth and liberation of their countries. It is a weapon
employed by industrialists against their workers fighting for bread
and social justice. It was used by Winston Churchill, representa-
tive of the old English nobility and exponent of cold war, and by
Joseph McCarthy, a U.S. Senator and political adventurer. These
two have died, while communism lives on. Also, anti-communism
is an instrument of intimidation which is no longer feared.

Anti-communism is used as a political jumping-board to win
followers by fabricating fear and to escalate the power of the idle
rich. Take the big U.S. financiers. The country’s economic, politi-
cal and social life is held tightly in their unclean hands. They pay
for the election campaigns of candidates, whom they can use for
monopoly expansion, for winning foreign markets and gaining con-
trol over thé raw materials of colonial and semi-colonial countries.

North American imperialism is an example. It follows a policy
of piracy and plunder in Latin America and other parts of the
world. The dirty war in Vietnam is evidence of its “‘exploits” and
sadist crimes. That war is a means for U.S. presidents and candi-
dates for the presidency to gain political weight in the country’s
financial world. Most of them, if not all, are deceiving the people
of the United States with specious propaganda.

President Nixon . . . is committing out-and-out genocide in hero-
ic Vietnam to satisfy the insatiable appetites of that mob of gang-
sters—the multi-millionaires—at the cost of the blood of innocent
victims, including that of North American and Puerto Rican young
men. And all this on the pretext of combating communism!

Rich men professing to be Puerto Ricans are accomplices in the
Yankee imperialist crimes; driven by the identity of monopoly in-
terests, they follow the same political tactics. For them every dis-
senter is a Communist, and each is so labelled.

The New Progressive Party (NPP) is the most zealous accom-
plice of the North American monopolies and uses anti-Communist
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propaganda as a weapon of choice. This does not surprise anyone,
because its chairman, Governor Luis A. Ferré, being a millionaire,
is himself part of the monopoly establishment,

The NPP “ideologues” publicly proclaim their refusal to have
Communists in the government. But Communists are not yet con-
testing any seats! And when we do begin, our struggle will center
on expelling millionaires from power and giving it to workers and
peasants. This is precisely why the aristocrats occupy themselves
so with the prigs, . . . idlers, . . . and social parasites.

These people, who are in a blue funk, are unable to explain to the
people what communism really is, firstly, because they do not
know it themselves, and, secondly, because, assuming that they
do they would have to twist like reptiles to conceal the truth,
knowing that the masses would not suffer them a day longer once
they learn the truth.

The agitators working for the NPP aristocracy are almost all of
a working-class background. The bourgeoisie sends them into ac-
tion to win the battle, so that it can appropriate the glory and the
spoils. Having worked eagerly to please the bourgeoisie, the agi-
tators wake up empty-handed the morning after the elections.
Nothing changes in their lives. The bourgeoisie wins.

These wretched agitators are anti-communists because they are
held in ignorance and fail to find the right bearings. But they will
have second thoughts and will join the mass struggle once they
realize that communism has the supreme aim of assuring full free-
dom and all facilities for the harmonious development of the in-
dividual, for his physical and spiritual perfection. That is the Com-
munists’ conception of freedom in the finest sense of the word.
Communism is for man the materialization of the finest human

ideals. To fight against it is to fight against oneself, against one's
family.
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