Exploding the Bluff of “Change of Line”

The V Congress of the RILU

The Fifth Congress of the Red Inter-
national of Labor Unions which took
place in. Moseow during the month of
August was the first congress at which
Lorovsky had an absolutely free hand
for his policies and his intrigues, The
first three congresses took place under
the influence of-the Leninist trade union
course and Lozovsky felt it necessary
to “agree” if only formally. At the IV
Congress (March 1928) the relation of
factional forees in the Comintern indeed
permitted Lozovsky to make consider-
able advances in putting over hiz line
tut he was met in the congress with a
strong and determined oppesition (Tam-
sky, Yaglom, from the TSSR; Walcher,
Germany; Gitlow, USA, etce) which
eould eount on the unofficial support of
the head of the Comintern (Bukharin).

But ‘%~ I" Congress followed two years
of “enlighteywment” and expulsions. The
Congress was purified in advance. The
only diseordant element was Santind -of
the Italian CGTU,"a leader of the 'mew
opposition™ (Trotskyist) in italy and he
was niade short shrift of in the approved
Lozovskyan manner. Yet the shadow of
the opposition forees all over the world
hung heavy over the congress and inaorc
than one speaker referred to them with
great uncasiness.

The . revolutionary workers of the
world should study the line laid down at
the ¥V Congress of the RIUL very care-
fully.. It is the trade union line of the
official Communist movement and, as
Lenin sald, “the trade union guestion iz
the life ‘and death question for the Com-
munist movement.”.

1. THE ANALYSIS OF THE OBJECTIVE SITUATION

The - analysis of the objective situ-
ation presented in Lozovsky's report and
accepted as gospel truth by the congress
iz full of the usual “third period” phrases
ahout the “collapse of capitalism,” the
“wobbling of imperialism,” the “collapse
of stabilization,” cte., ete. fillad in with
masses of meaningless and random facts
and statistics. One point, however, is
very interesting. The course of the
strike struggle within the last two years
proved & hard nut for Lozovsky to crack
with his dogma of the “revolutionization
of the workers,” and of “world-shaking
radiealization.” During 1929 and awvau
there has beenr an astonishing falling off

of strike struggles in most countries of -

the werld. Now, every worker knows

that the strike is the meost elemental
ang the most fundamental form of class
action of the proletariat. How ean the
falling off of strike struggle be squared
with the “world-shaking radicalization®?
Lezovsky, however, is ready. First he
insists that in the first half of 1930 there
has been “a-considerable increase of the
number. of strikes in most countries¥-——
which {5 direetly. contrary to all avail-
able faets and figures. - Secondly, aceord-
ing to Lozovsky, even if the there were
fewer strikes their ~“quality™ was much
higher! Thirdly, the versatile Lozovsky
discovérs that the strike is not such an
important- sign of radicalization after
all.- ‘But he could not conjure away the
hard facts.

2. THE SITUATION IN THE RED IN TERNATIONAL

Thru all the camouflage of bombast
and phrases the devastating situation in
the RILY became clear in Lozovsky's
yeport and in the remarks of the del-
eratas. In defiance of all facts and rule
of arithmetic Losovsky camplacently in-
sisted that the RILY was the largest
world trade union federation but when
it came to examining ha - -+-~% ~ituation
another picture emerged. Qutside of-the
Soviet Union what is there? In Gormany,
thhe RILT adherents have—as Piatnit:
ky has pointed gut—Ilost praetically- all
contact with and influence among -the
organized workers (the factoyy couneil
elections, the German Metal Workers
Cengress, the convention of the revolu-
tionary building trades workers union,
cte.). In Fronce the CGGTU has, aceord-
ing to official figures, lost about 200,000
membcrs in the last faw years and is
fast losing moere. In it moreover there,
are at least three discernible opposition
movenients, cc-ntr-:ﬂling tens of thousands

of jworl-cers__'and _many organizations. In
Czeehozlovakin the Red unions werce ex-
pelled from the RILTY and fake paper
“unions” . with no.membership set up.
In_Sﬂ'eden and .Norway. the revolution-
ary elements in,-the .unions are being
attacked - as-. “countererevalutionaries’
and dissociated from the RILTU. 1In the
Ballan countries and in fiely the Red
faderations - have .been practically des-
troved. . In' Chine the-Ted unions are
acknowledged to have no.menibership.
In Great Britain the Minority Movement
has completely. .collapsed, -as the recent
Trade Union Congress showed. In the
US8A the blackness of the situation is
only too obvious. In rdéa. the "Red
Flag” wnion has declared agalnst the
policies. of. the RILTT. It would not be
too .much to say that, in the twa vears
since -the IV Congress, the RILIT has
been -reduced to 2 more sheleton with
very little and rapidly diminshing influ-
ence’ cutside of the Seviet Union,

3. THE TACTICAL LINE OF THE RED INTERNATIO\'AL

What is the reason for this black pl’c—
ture? The reason for the collapse in
imflucnee of the RILT iz the absolutely
false and destructive policies -t has
been following for the last tweo years or
go. Nohody dared criticize these policles
at the V Congress. On the contrary, in
Lozovsky's report and in the reselution
these false and dangerous policles, which
have disrupted and destroyed the RILT,
were not only officially approved but
were even extended and carried to their
logieal conchislons.

1. The course towards duel unionism
as @ system. Ag the whole revolution-
ary movement learned thru bitter experis
enee, the system of dual unionism is the
curse and blight of revoluticnary trade
union work. Yet this is preciscly the
course of the ¥V Congress. What does
Lozovsky declare is the main task before
the RILU today? Perhaps, to win influ-
ence among the nilliens of organized
workers in the mass unions? ¥No! Lo-
zovsky declares:

“The consolidation of the independ-
ent revoluticnary unions must become
our wost important task.”

Ko more thoroly destructive coneep-
tion cotld bre Imagined!

2. The course of deserting and sp:‘,ttt-
ing the mass unions is complefe. Every
lesson of Leninism on mass work and on

the trade unions js flouted. The task of
splitting the unions is laid down as a
principle. © The slogan--of: “Into -lhe
unions.” '
wing-slogan: instead of which the unor-
gani zed are to be told te-join the trade
union oppasition diredthy and mmply
Just ag they w ould a ’crade umon

’What the meaning of ‘the declslons of
the V Congress on this head are is made
¢lear in the official report of Thaelﬁlann
secretary of the German CP, at the Ber-
lin {unctionarics meceting:.

“This {the line of the V Cc-ngress}
is the last and deeisive step towards
the' estaklishment of the principle of
new trade unions and therewith to the
‘meneral splitting of the German trade
union movement.” -

3. The course of “independent leader-
#hip” 45 complete. The system introdue-
ed about two years ago of the left wing
functioning as the union, even tho it
may represent a small fraction of the
memhbership, ealling  strikes, making
agreemcnts, cte. has recelved official sanc-
tion and been extended. The directives
of the Sixth Enlarged Plenum “Commun-
ist trade union work must be conducted
within the framework of the statutes
and decizions of the respective trade
urnions” iz now denounced at the warst

is officially rejected as a left

The Congress of the
Metal Workers

On Aug. 17 bégan the 19th Convention
of the German Metal Workers Uniorn,
which—since the collapse of the United
Miners Workers of America—is the lar-
gest mational union in the world, with
a membership of over §00,000. The con-
vention which lasted a week—is vory rich
in lessons to the revolutionary workers
all over the world.

The German Metal Workers Union
(DBIVY was always a strongheld of Com-
munist influenee. In 1923 the Commun-
jsts bad almost o majority of the dele-
gates at the convention of that year
while ¢ven at the last convention therc
were neariy 50 Communist delsgates. To-
day— after two vears of the new course
—there was ol one stngle member of the
Communist FParty of Germany ot the
Convention. Of the-309 delegates, 301
werd Social-demoeraties and 8 were mem-
bers of the Communist QOpposition! Such
are the- results of the ultra-left trade
unien poliey. in practise. .

The delegation of the Comumunist Op-
position put up a valiant battle against
the Bocial-demecratic leadership on all
important questions of peoliey and ad-
ministration.. On- some questions they
were able to rally a considerable group
of “Bocial-demecratic delegates against
the leadership, so that on thes¢ questions
the vete . was 187 to 118 and 190 to 115

The BSoclal-democratic press revelled
in malicious joy at the bankruptey of
the official po]icv of the CP(z which they
paraded as the © mllapm of Commumsm
in the trade l:mmn*z

opportunism. The results of this eourse
in the recent strikes 1n Germany and
elsewhere and the factory counecil elec-
tions are only too well known,

4, Tha ¢ourse towards trade wnion
unity 5 serapped. The slogan of trade
union unity-—in every induastry, in cvery
country, on a world scale—has always
heen the fundamental slogan .of the rev-
olutionary trade unionists. Today it is
gneered at and officially dropped. Loz-
ovsky devotes a whole section of his re-
port in attacking this slogan. Today, be-
cause of the course of the CI and the
RILU, the Communists appear before
the aworkers not as the unifiers of the
trade union movernent but as the splitters
of the movement. This, as Lenin point-
ed out many vears ago, Is “renderines the
hest possible service to the bourgeoisie.”

s % X

Such is the course of the RILU—za
eourse of isolation and demoralization
for the revelutionary forces. It is =
course of anti-Leninism, open and un-
ashamed! BHut for popular consumption,
so to speak, this course is sugar-coated.
Tt is camouflaged with phrases about
“mass work” and “winning the major-
ity of the working class.” It Is hidder
by unprincipal attacks upon specially
chosen seape-goats upon whem aill the
blame for the comsequences of the new
course 'is unleaded.. Tt is eonfused with
all sorts of “new turns” which remain
peacefully on paper to decelve the gullible
while, the official courze of destruction
is carried thru—the left wing forees dis-
sipated and demeoralized—unions split—
the masscs. deserted—the working class
loft leaderless! Tt is up to the Com-
munist Opposition movement ta hrush
aside these evasions and subterfupes and
to resist the disintegrating policies of
the leaders of the RILU and CI to the
hitter end. Tt is up to the Communist
Opposition to take up now the taszk of
rebuilding the left wing and reestablish-
ing the pre%tige of the Communists in
the trade union mov ement remembering
that:

“The strength of a Conmmunist Party

depends upen 1ts influence in the trade
unions.”
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