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The question now is no longer whether strlkm can be
i carried on Juring a period of c¢risis. }-.\perwnce has shown that
strikes. can and should be carried on. The question is how they
‘Fare to be prepared better and _how more correctly to/carry
them out, and  how on the hasis of the struggle to extend the
united front from below and to-win a majority of thé¢ working
iff class. Frcm this paint of view, every strike is valuable for
A vs, regardless whether it had a matérial success or not. The

necessary condition, however, for the success of a strike, not
f only from a malmuﬂ Init_alsa from a political point of view,
§ is that a serious fight ix'o be carried on.for the every day

demands of the workers; however small. Naturally, we learn
d by the experience of victerious strikes .the strategy and
tactics of the struggle. But, side by side with this, we must

study also the experience of lost strikes, so as not to repeat the
¥ mistakes and so as to correct 1]1« J\m(tc which have come_on
¥ the surface.

The strike of the Warsaw tramway \\orl\e-r-z has shown us
that it is necessary to formulate the demands of the workers
and the slogans of the struggle. We know of many strikes
which were unsuccessful hecause much too general demands
were put forward. The Warsaw comrades organised a number
of meetings at which the workers of the corresponding fac-
tories hrought forward and discussed the demands of the
struggle: In particular, a demand was put forward to discharge
an engineer. who had hecome notgrious for his rationalising
innovations, which were aimdd dire¢tly-against the workers.
This demand was unanimously: suppefted by all the workers
and sérved as the starting p(nm for ﬂn‘ nh-\o]opmvm of the/
struggle.

On “the éxperience also” of this strike it is. possible. to;

committees, elected by the masses of the worh'rx ‘themselves,
in the struggle. Jt would appear . as thmlgjx/tlm was clear
and that it required no proofs. But do we not know of such
cases, as in. South Wales (England), sclhere” huge masses of ©
iiners «ere on strike, and where. the “central ‘strike .commit-
tec™was elécfed at a confer c-ngw/oi adhc'rony, of the Minority
ovement at which 40 persons were present? Thigd.shows that
not all the adherents of“the R.ILL.U. have given sufficiently
deep thought to the question o to' that of how the appro-
priate decisions _of the V. (Congress should he npplu-ll*m ’
el practice. =

Another important questibn: how. and nhon to take mto
{§our hands the initiative of the struggle. It is true, this does
not- 12/\\ ayvs depend upon us. We know of ‘cases when comrades ™
do not cven attempt to seize the initiative,. as was, "for
instance, the case in France at the time of the great strike of-
Jlextile workers, or in Great Britain at the time of the miners’
af3trike in South Wales. The strike of the Warsaw tramway
g workers teaches us how, a-strike must be prepared and how
“Bthe initiative must be taken into our hands in time. For this
dobject they held not one but several meetings and twere able to -

rouse the werkers for the struggle. The wnrkers felt that
Whthey have leaders who will he able to carry! this strike
o Rthrough. V - ' : :
| Finally. still another essential question is the extension

of the struggle. At the time of the same strike of tramway
fworkers, the majority of the members of the strike eongittee
fWere arrested notwithstanding all the measures of precattion.
fBut the comirades at once put’forward the demand of releasing
ithe prisoners: This demand was wholehrartedly supporte «d by
the strikers and served as a basig for: the extension of the
ruggle. Such tacties entirely and (omplpwl\ conform with
he decisions of the V. Congress which pointed out that new
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On the quistion of the ‘struggle against ‘the reformists.
Comrades, it is{wrong to declare, as'is often done with ua, ﬂlb‘ i
the reformists: never, take part in strikes. In Germany, for
instance, the reformists took part in the strike of the r! i
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pressure of th¢ masses was very great. But does' this mean
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the strike commiftee when| the -reformists ‘propoded to send n
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how to oppos them. In the Ruhr, our comrades at present
have called upon the workers only. to. adopt a resolution “of
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In conclusion. Comrade Niederkirchner pointed out that

| is necessary fon ug to pay more attentionto the struggle against
the refornyist industrial secreMm\migh they are losing
their inflience oyer the-tiasses and are "carrying on their

treacherous work-—tnder cover, it would still be wrong tof

underestimate them. Our  task is to expose, their ha[uiful i

. Of th
“of work |

-y

in. the reformist trade unions, the real face of these capi!
agents and thus win over the majority of the workipg class.§’

i "Ctlminlde Emmerich (Geimn/y)(.i

At fh¢ evening session on December 12th Comrade Emme-
" rich (Gorgany), Secretary of the R.ILL.U.. made a long speech|
dealing 'with-the Minority Movement of Great Britain.
What, asked Comrade Emmerich, i}/the reason why the
Minority Movement of Great Britain is ofe of the weakest
links i the revolutionary T.U. movément despite the favour-§-
" able situdfion for us in England?”First and foremost, it'i§ I
hecatisel the M.M. is still isolated, detached from the broad§
‘masses ‘of the workers in the/reformist unions.*No wonderf:
tendencies to build the MM outside of “the existing unfions
still exist among some of our comrades to this very day, thoughi}
this was vondemned by the Fifth Congress. It is possible tof
note suecossful work hy the M.M. among the unemployed, who
for the mpin part are outside the influence of the reformistf
unions... Bpt the chief masses who are inside of the reformist;
unions, are very,inadequately touched hy the influence of

the M. | 1L
" This underestimation of work among the organised wor-§ ¢

‘kérs is' not,a peeuliarity of the English revolutionary move gy
ment. We-had a similar situation in Germany, aud in France,
as well /s in other countries. But while in Germany we al:
~xgady fiaye a turn, an improvement in_this respeet, in Britaiu’_‘
wo ol npt yet observe this turn, although it is precisely inf
Britain that the struggle against the reformist influence over§:
Y{o masses is|particularly important. While in such countriesy.
as Polpnyl; Germany, we see intensified faseist physical terror,
in - England of no less. importance is the ideological terrorg
instituted by [the reformist T.U. bureaucrats, which poisons
~the worKing masses. The struggle against this is no less diffi-g=
cult apd|no lpss/important than the struggle against physica
terror. Qur Epglish Comrades hbwever, ‘do not give due atten
tion to this question and cannoi hoast of any substantial sues
cesses: iy this| respeet.” Ty ' !
The |logi¢al | consequence of the MAMUs ldgging  behis
en this [fundamental point- is that the MM —has not yelf
_beconte [fhe ‘jorganiser and leader of the English workin
class pednomic struggles; During the mindr's mass movemen
whenithe Act for the Eight-Hour Day expired, the M. M. h
- the opportunjty 'of showing widespread fight to the reformi
T:U. {byreau brats. It did not takes advantage. of th
opporfunjty ¢ven to the slightest extent. Our- English com-§
rades reffused to carry out the slogan “Leave the ‘mines afief
. 7 hours [work”, pn the pretext that it was not popular amon
the workers. But neither did they present a
]

ny other sloga

‘and the movement died out. | NG '
. We/|inust note also the great organisational -confusion i
the M. M., the existencé of a ‘whole number of organisation
. and cbmmittees in the M. M. which have the object of drawin
ses into the-M.M.; but do not carry out this objeet.
he 1 still possesses no hasis in_the factories. In ord
to erpdieate these shortcomings the M.M.: must develop wor
‘to,set up a broad united front from below and reorganise o
a .t‘ucyoi"%v basis, so as to become a real mass organisation o

the rev. llutio;n'ar,\' trade, union movement of Great Britain.:
§.4 14 | 1 H L] .
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