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Vast Net Profits Demanded
by The Fair's Owners
Enslave Workers

GREED AS A FINE ART

Supt. Jones Entrusted With
Delicate Task of Sapping
Employes’ Lives

No matter how many men and women

| faint from exhsustion, no matter how

|

" clalist reporter in which he sald,

< warm clothes.”

i m and they are placed, temporarily,
Jn othur

" the mltmbh food the management

many women may seek the red lght

“'disteict as & source of lvelthood, the

Fair must yleld §1,000,000 not profit to
the Lehman famlly, annufilly. To that
end Buperintendent Cyrus Jones plans
‘the policles of the store.
Superintendent Jones does the grind-
ing, too, knowing that starvation wages
prevail st the store. He showed this in
A recent Interview with & Daily So-
in
,qfuki'n; of the women clerke and thelr
suffecing from  the cold:  “A great
me=y of them capnot afford to buy

Hundreds of trusted and valuable em-
ployes are given from two to three
woeks' “lay off” each year on their
Hown tHme”  instead of the vacations
to which they are entitied. To. that
end are oen discharged when they darg

. ask for “raises” they havé earned.

 \FORCES U.S. 10
AID AMERICAN

Loss of Prestige in Zelava
Fiasco Shames Tait
Into Action

Washtogton, D. C., Dec. 20.-To keep
up the bluff that the United States was
not a party to the escape of Zelaya 'i:
& Mexican gunboat, after worrying
for over a month concerning the shoot- |
ing of «the two adventurers In Nica-
ragua, the United States ‘cvernmem

has at Igst taken up the case of Con-;

ductor James A, Cook. an American
workingman, unjunl; confined in one !
of Diaz's prisons at Guadalajars, Mex- !
ico, on & trumped up charge to the
effect that he was implicated in the
robbery of a freight train on & Xexican
railroad.

The state department has oow called |
upon Ambassador Thompson to {nves-|
tigate the matter, but only after con-
tinued pressure on the part of the la-

bor unions, chief among which was the!

Order of Rallroad Conductors.

When President Taft was in El Paso, |
Texas, during his love feast with Diaz,
& deputation of rallroad men from both |
rides of the border waited upon him.
Accordipg to his usual custom
promised that steps wonld be taken at

once to cither grt Cook released or to|

see that he had a falr trial to snswar
the chargeragninst him

Ignored Labor u Usual

Sately back' in Washington, however,
'faft forgot all about the vietim of his
iviend Diaz. Al that was Jeft to the
riilroad men, who are ail brotherhood
men, ~was (0. become very much
wrought up over the mattéy.-

Cook, who is a nativd of Adrian, Mo.,
and has made his home at, Fort Scott,
Kan, was an employe of the Rock
Island as a conductor before golng to
Mexico,  He lived at Dalhart, Tex.,

Fine Art Slave Drivers
Jake Kessner, one of the principal

owners of the Falr, is down at the store  crime, which was committed while his | cunizations.

L every day. He has the business at his

policy of the huge store
" ployes 5,000 men and women.
driving at the Failr is a fine art.

which em
Slave
When

where the wage pald ix almost n living

where the pay s
far * tlow ® life custatning wage.
| alMeruative to such « fransfer lo
| charge. ‘The State street dmﬂmonl
#tores have s system of interchangiug
“recommendations” which operates in
'such & way that it a man or woman
lenves the Fair to take advantage of
/ bettet wages elsewhere, during the
iolldny season, that person will not re-
© esiva employment at any other store
“on State street.

On one day during the holiday rush,
the employes worked 15 hours and the
fed them by the store was unfit
to eat. ‘ALl those who A4 not eat
fu were free to go outside and
/ pay for thelr meal on their own money.
A system of docking prevails which ex.’
torta n rter of a day's pay from
.\niom who Is 15 minutes late, If any-

8 twice late in a week it means
| dlscharge. Amorsu.mk is
“ronsiiered princely at the Fair. 'To got
such a salary sales of many thousands
o! dnllln wam! must be made each

several years. HIis record has been a!
| geod one as a union man.

that Cook had no knowledge of the

train was running inle Guadalajara, Is

Ilpn ends. ' He and Jounes and a fow | admitted by the officiais of the Mexican
men diréctly under Jones shape mrlNumnnl ratiread apd by all who ave

fam'far with the case.
Notwithstanding this fact, theé Ame:-
fcan bis been held priconer since iast |

rows the least bit slick em: lA\llull without being admitted to bai.
ployes &re shitted from deplmmuu'lu'- with no effort hing made by the

American ambassa jor or ‘other repre-
sprtatives of the Urited States to se.
cure his release, Wieiher Ambassa-
dor Thompson wil noov glye the mai.

ja. | ter his attention iy to be questioned.

LAWS FLOUTED,
BOYS ENLAVED

Coal Barons Seck fo Bring
Children Back Into An-

hel

SOCIA
ARE PRIS

INERS
e

NTINA,

}South American Republlcﬂas

 Adopted the Tactics of
~ Tyrant Diaz

'RADICAL PAPERS MUZZLED

600 SOCIALISTS

(

| Aid for Prisomers and
Families Asked

i
{
|

The progressive ' Argentine Repubile
ia taking its place in line with Russia,
Mexicn, & sln and numerous other sup-

| posed], ltzed, copntiles in its treat-
}mem of its people, coording (to &n

international circulay
Hh- Socialist party of that eountry..
This circular has bheen recelved at
{ the national office of the Soclalist par-
ty. of the United States and reads as
[ tollows:

{ ‘“The government of this republic has
; declared military law through the na-

!tfon on account of the .death of the {
Faleon, |

“chlcl of police, M. Ramon
’kmcd by a bomb lsst Sanday.
, “This Chief of 1‘uluv Faleon s
{ same man who oh the ﬂru of May of
‘me present yvear magsacred the work-
| ing people and thereby proveked a gen-
oral sirike, In which the Sociallst party
| played a very important role,

Socialist Press Muzzled

! **This military law has osxused a great
| dumage to cur Socialist and labey or-
The Bocialist press bes
beent forbidden  to appear. Our daily,
La Vanguardia, has *been suppressed.
The office of the aparchist paper, La
| Protesta, has bren forcibly entered and
Hu presses destroyed. The headquar-
ters of the Socialists have been elosed
and are under police supervision. Many
of our militants have been put in pris-
on and the editors of our dalliss have
goue to Los Sante.

*“These fasts are-suflicient to d.nol-
mtrate the polttieal date or v
try. Without conmtitutional guarantes
of our liberty and rights, we are st the
mercy of the government and the secret
-police.

“We. pray you to protest through
your journals sgninst these barbarous

e

!

which expreas themselves by “the nn-
Justified arvest and depredations.

~. Ask Aid for Prisoners

“We ask your. moral and material ald
for our prisoners-—more than six hun-
dred—and their famllies and our jour-
nal, La Vanguardia, wounded unto
death by this blow of the govermment
over the pretext of punishing terror-
fsm. - We awsit your hssistance and
your solidarity. Yours fraternally,

“(Signed) MARIO BRAVO,

being sent out by

ST

Party Headquarters Closed; j

|
l
1
{
1

(

{

Brraes e preetitly

}

LIC SCHOOL INTO A SWEATSHOP.

o E
L

-Cnu.onm ’
WANTED -

CHICAGO'S BIG BUSINESS SCHOOL BOARD HAS AT LAST SUCCEEDED IN TRANSFORMING THE PUB.

E_LARA WONT

- ASK TAFT'S AID

punishments of Russianized Argentino, |,

Mexican Socialist Explains

ington Trip

His Contemplated Wash- ' lnsane Women, Declare

ASYLUM INMATE
SLAIN BY NURSE

Male Attendants Oufraged

Witnesses in Probe

*

BPECTAL TO THE DAILY BOCTALIST)
Oakland, Cal, Dec¢, 29~T. (Gutis rmz!

New Yeork, Dec. 20— The probing of
the Essex County Hoepital for the In-

*“General Secretary, S. P

thracite Mines

de Lara, the Mexiean Sovialist who was | eon. by the treeholders’ investigation
fmprisoned at Los Angeles: Cal, an the | committen in Newark, N. J, 18 con-
charge that he was an ablen anarchist, | yinuine tp unearth amaging revelstions
but relensed before ‘the case came '9{gnd manitold discrépancies in the rec-

Harrisburg, Pa., Dec, 28 -—The United
Mine Workers in this section will make
a4 fnish fight in the courts against the
opigion handed down by deputy attor-
ney Genoral J, . B. Cunningham, of
tils ftate, who becsuse of two words
in the child labor law has devlared the

Eliaw 1o be, in his opinion, invalid: The
: llw thus attacked reads:

"'rlut it shail. be nnlawf\n for any

i ! umc. fiym, ooumnnhip or corpora-

to employ any minor child, un-

dnuwunofllxtun ‘years, Inside of

nt | any anthracite coul mine, or to employ

any minor child, under the age of four-

"‘?nm M‘mr the mm:e o& thlo‘

WAYMAN GROWS
MORE CAUTIOUS

Wil State's Attortey Wayman turn
his alleged prosecutions of oty graft-
ars into a farce? RHumors issued from
his office ‘that the big coul dealors will
not be attacked as yei, as le coems de-
teruum.»d to go about Lix work' “eau.
tlously.

Tha
tically nothing to shaw the existence of '
» nuuplnr) betwaen coal dealers aud
chy afficials, is a
heard around Mr. ymrn's office,

The jury will charge conspiracy to
defraud the city of Chicage and nl
talning money under false pretenses ?
ity Indittments tomorrow. . Bul the in.
dictments will be against only a tew
smiil dealers, who will be dragged into
Mr. Wayman's net apparently to show
that the pfMioe ix * ‘delng  something.”

Tomorrow wili be the last session
of the December grand fury. aud the

: lndletmtntl will be issued hl’m i ad-

the grand jury hase found prac. '

| regarding Iis conteémplated

trial, has issted the following statement |
trip 1o
Washington, D. C.z

“In regard’ to aoy trip to Washing-
ton, I wish to say that I am not going |
there to ask President Taft to rurmmg

my countrymen and comrades in the |
penitentinries of the southwest. | d’dl
not start out with thay fntention,

“A prominent senator has offered his
psmistance, and [ am going 1o Wash-
mgten 1o urge o full investigntion 1y
tha house and the senute in regard to
the cases of the Mexican politlcal e fu-
gees in order thak fupiliér perseeution

statement often | LaFolletta of Winconsin has offered his

{ireports to the contrary notwithstand-
¢ ing. it 1= known that the president will
- dake up the anti-trust sct ud dmt with
¥ lt at great length,

af these men inay cease.”

Not Mervy, Put m-
Tt 'to matd that | Benator Hobert M.

nld to secure an investiention. v
Mexlean refugees In pﬂ-m clnizn they
do not want merey #t the hands of
President Taft or any other ofeinl ‘of
the United ilum ‘government, Al tasy
want & fhat ﬂlﬂh& MOMM

TAFT 10 BUST
TRUSTS AGAIN

 Washington, B 0 Dec. 205 Pres).
dent Taft tas begun.the preparation
of the firat of his special meskages to
congress. Thiv wessage will deal w!lh
the smendments which he beilives are
neceskary in the lintersiate commeree
and Therman anti-trost acts. Reesnt

He alno will bring fnﬂnﬂ! his dean
ax 1o lesuing federal Hoenses ito. cor-

'nuthllul record. showed that lbqul

jords of that nstitution,

Leonard H, Conant,’the expert for the
! committee,  called attention to the
fact that 400 names which appearsd
on the statistionl registry d4id not ap-
pear on the medical registry, and that
the bookkeeping record, known as the

£000 hind been entersd since’I872, while
an estimate of the number of patients
entered on the medical pecord registry,
which only™ goes back 4o November,
1884, would: probably reach 4,500,

Bkeleton Reveals Murder

But the most sensational digooviry
and the ons' that engages the atten-
tlon of the committes, I8 the mystery
of the skeloton, which was discovered
by bystanders who gathered to see the
institution. move on August 17, from
‘Bouth "Orange avenuve to Overbrook, N.
J.. where it is now located.

According to one witness, Mrs. Fran-
cisco Hinkel, of 256 Wutin'um street,
Newark, N. J. the skeleton is the body
of & woman whom she saw killed by
one of the nurses of that Institatton on
Fehruary. 25, 1904. She saw thix, she
said, when she visited her daughter,
who has been an Inmate of the asylum.
Mrs. Hinkel told Ber story fo tae ~om-
mittes, but sald that she was only al-
lowed to tell wery little and was shut
up 'when she was about to tell of the
horrible treatusent of her own daughier,

'Assault Insape Women

xn. mnxen story i¥ n pRtiful re-
eital of erucities, musder and raps that
had been mcueed within the wally of
that eaylum by male wurass ‘snd doe-
tors, on the frisndless, unfortunate in-
mates, mapy of whom NHad no relatives
And who were buried [ potter's fleld
wbm fhelr nbnnble lives eam to an

!ln umm that wnuuu‘
muu.mbﬂrmmlmevﬁ
saved and it m‘w

Inoxious duties and the mnmmua of

DEBS SPEAKS IN
CITY NEXT MONTH

Mammoth Meeting in De-
fense of Free Press Takes
Place on January 13

Bugene V. Dobe will spenk In Ohi-
cugo January 13 at Orcliestra hall in
the campaign now belng conducted to
arouse, public sentiment against the
persecution of the Boclalist press.

This mesting is to be one of the big.
gest proteste agninst the gagging of a
free press ever held. in the United
States. It will' by followed immedinte-
iy by another monste: meeting In St
Louls, Mo, Just before the hearing in
the appeal of 1he case of Fred D War-
ren,  managing editor of the Appeal
to  Reason.

The Warren case has attracted at-
tention  thropghout the world, heing
commented on by the prees in many
countries.  One of the latest of the
articles on' the easo appears In the
Worker af Joliannesburg, South Africs.
It i by Chanecilor J. F. Trembath and
gives the hilnnry of the Aght 1o nman-
cipate the' press, with ¢ Tusi

KE OF HALF MILLION
WORKERS IS THREATENED

AMBITION REALIZED

Switchmen, Telegraphers
and Other Railroad Men
. of Nation May Quit

NEGOTIATIONS EUTILE

Last Hope for Rail Peacs

.Is in Conference Called
Washingfon

Prospecis of a general strike of rall-
road workers are looming big on the
| tnbor hortxon again today as ohe of the
{immediate results of the sbrupt termina.
tion of the negotistions in the switch+
man's strikh at 8t Panl

Unlon ofMclals declared flatly that alt
negoristions with the raliroads have
been definitely terminated and that the
general walkout, which they regard as
possible, wil] affect all of the allled
arders belonging to the raflway dbranch
of the American Federation of Lahor.
Thess inclnde unions of  telegraphars,
boiler makers, machinists, freight han-
dlers, clerks, switchmen, car workers,
{ blacksmiths and maintenance of wWay
| employrs. Thelr combiped strength is
placed at 500,000 members.

Perham in Final Peace Move

H. B, Perham, president of the tele~
‘graphers, who has besn acting as chair.
man of the delegation of union officials
at 8t Paul, has lsft for Washington,
D. ¢, where, he sald, bs would seek
the ald of the federal government In a
| Gnal-effort (0 secure peace,

“What it your efforts to secure the
{ntervention of the government fafl™
way asked of Mr, Perham,

“Then there undoubtedly will bs A
general strike’’ he answersd.

Tt was announced by President Haw-
ley of the Switchmen's union that sev-
¢ral other railrond union officials who
have been participating in the Dears
negottations have Jeft Bt. Paul fnr thefe
respactive headquarters (0 miks prep-
arations for a strike of thelr crganiza-
tions,

“There are ten organizations in the
rallway branch of the American . M-
eration of Labor,
strength of half & milion mon, and be-

fore they would permit one union 'te
be destroyed - all would foin in the
fight,” declarsd B. E. Hoberling, first
vice president of the switchmen's un-
ton, who Is in Chieago. "Our dranch
of the American Fedsration of Labor
In strohg epough to put & good many
rallronds In the hands of recelvers

Government Asked to Act

President Hawley and Mr. Perham
enlled on Gow. Eberhardt at St Paut
snd asked him to ijovite ﬂn tn
commerce commiasion to |
governor replled that he did not
to ‘act oo this yequest untll he had eons
multed the attorney general who fs
out-of the city. When Mr. Perham fires
reaches Washington he will appeid’
members of the interstnte commerse

fatly he will then oarry the whole maln
ter up Jo President Taft.
The rallroad officinls are held dlrocﬂr

be drawn from it. The artiele says ln

part:
The Eilly m

“Pew episndes in the ‘history of the
democrafy appeal to me wore than
the long and flerce -struggle for the
emancipation of the press. The early
pamphletsers risked fortune, lherty,
lite in the struggle. " Milton plesded
for & free and unrestricted press in
langunge which will never dle. and was
rewarded by imprisonment and fine and
by burning of his pamphlets by the
common . hangman; Defoe, the greatest
- English publicists, ‘wis compelled
to live In hiding, was ruined by heavy
fines, was imprisoned for nearly a year,
and  was exposed to the indignity of
standing in the pillory for theee days;
Dean Swift hed s price on his head:
Btesle was expelled from the houwse of
commons, and hundreds of other men
and women have suffered indignity and
oppression In the same noble cause,

“"When George Jacob Holyoke, with
the haunting  memory of fis earlior
imprisonment before him. fenrlessly re-
golved to free the press of Britaln from
the “tax on knowledge.” the stamp
duty on pers, he adopted ﬂn

novél expedient of publixhing several

newspapers, all of which were minus
the requisite stamp.' He reckiesaly in-
curred penaities smounting o $300-
0oh—and the farcieal atfempt to collect
this sum was' the removul of the obe

the penuy paper.

¢ Ghl?uo'u loa
“‘rbh -ut halt & century um bt
we dunﬂ aeem wm&um« very

it not only & |48
Witlian

rel the alﬂkern at orice, The fina*
disagreemant eame | when Third V!CO

wific and '3, M. Gruber, general mane
Ager of the Great Neorthern, handed
Gov, Bberhardt a written document n

enee, but that they conld ot agreo to
reinstate the men at once’

Rai 15 B A g

switehmen who watked out, ‘as nm
fis vabancies becur, -
“Friday we wore on the verge of &
settloment  with the rallroads, and we
thought the matter would be fixed op™
sald Perham, in rew ln\!n: the situa
thon.  “But the railroads suddenly pres
sonted a mysterlous change of fronl
and’ wasumed  such arvogande that we
decided at onee to have nothing m
to 40 with them.
James B, Connors, third vice presf-
dent . of the Swilchmen's Unlen
North Americn, and orp of the
nmclaiu in charge of the wage
tions between the rafiroads
switehmen's organization,
Boen in progress. for: some p
olined to, foreciss the ummm’m
the -’mmkm that: denleﬂah

Anwwum

——

with & combined

i

responsfble for the breaking off of the
striko negotintions.  They refused to

eommissfon, and that if this mission

President Siade of the Northern b o D

which they stated again thefr willinge
neas to submit the matter of wages and
hours of labor to the Chicago eonfers

On the other hand, they pointed m, [
they ‘would agree to.fake hack the
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CHARITY GIVES
COLD POTATOES
ANDTOUGH BEE

Volunteers and Salvation
Army Christmas Cheer
Worse Than _Frge Lunch -

The Christmaes dioner of the Veolun-
teers of Americs was a farte.

Indignation was rife in the lodging
nouses of the Jdown-and-outs when
they read yesterday the accounts of
“Hlg Christmuas dinner for the .poowr.'”
The ‘‘big Christmas dipner for the
poor,” biomed in newspaper reports
Land advertived on gaudy placards on
the buxiness cormers before the holi-
day was most ludiorous’ “charity.”

The dinner consisted of old bread,
ool meats, bidck coffee and o plecy
of ple. ' Nothiug else was sorved.  The
steaming torkeys, which «were pictured
in the press and by the wembers of
‘the Volunteers 'of Amerioa were not
geen (£t the First Regiment srmory,
oven fn thd form of ghosts.  The ment
served way oold beef,

Mot More Than 1,500

Not more than LI00 people appeared
‘for dloner. Those who were &t the
tables, although glad to get anything,
Jeft far from  enthusiastic when the
“handout” was finished. ' The disap:
pointment prevailed because the publio
i made to feel that the' hangry men
who #re foroed to depend upoa chars
ity for an creasional  meal- had a
splendid dinner in the armory. There
were  gerved st the first relay less
than 000 women and children.  In the
other two “relayn” scarcely 1,000 men
wore fod. BEach pie that was served
was ecut Into six or ' eight. sections,
The men who washed the dighes after
the dinner osme from the lodging
houses and wers pald 10 cents an hour,
More than G000 hungry men in the
ten-cent lodging houses refused to go
* %0 tha dinnper of the Volunteers. They
passed thelt day on a cup of coffee
and rolls in preference to the ¢harity
dinner as dispensed by the Volunteers.

Poor Place to Get a Meal

“The last place I would go to for my
meal is the Volunteers of Ameriea,”
declared a “Jobh hunter™ in the Vesti-
bule hotel, 99 Van Buren stréet.  "Their
dinner 18 & big fake, and it is given
only to blind the public. - The heart of

* ‘yeal charity is not within the uniform
of the Volunteer, or a member of the
'Salvation army, You bave to stand in
fine for two hours before you get to
the table, and when you get there you
are given a meal as a mutter of form.
The real purposs of the ‘big Christman
dinper for the poor’ is to show that
the Volunteers are doing something. It
Is n scheme to advertise themselves.™

Wife and Children Buffer

The man is & walter from Brooklyn,
N. Y., looking for employment in Chi-
cugo. | He has shown letters from for-
mer omployers and from his wife and
children.

*1 am down and out”™ he continued.
“My wife ia Itving with my poor mo-
ther, and I am sleeping fn ten-cent
lodging housea-~when I get the ten
cents, I have been here three weeks,
and haven't been able to get any work.
You couldn't get me tu go to that
dinner.  It's too much of n fake. There
‘are lots of other fellows here who re-
fused to o

There were 17 Santa Clauses on the
businses corners during the four weeks
preceding Christmas.  Many of them
had collec of more than §10 a day.
These collections, minus $1.35—a day’s
wages for each Santa . Claus, were
supposed to go for the dinoer, In addi-
thon to that the stock yards and the
business houses on Bouth Water street
furnished lnrge quantities of supplies,

Free Lunch Better

*You can get & better meal for &
cents In any saloon,” sald one of the
gy i e e o

™ 0  the “dbig

Christmas* dinner for the g AT es Ty
was all vight to get for nothing, but to
make us poor suckers think we were
getting it ‘handed to us on & tray’ is
¢ makes me sore. Thers was noth«
_but old bread, cold roast beef and
""Black coffee. Theéy tells you that there
- 4000 peopls at the dizaor. Well,
‘ there wus six tables in the armory, and

B
£

i

[ you couldn't meat wore than 80 at a

table, They fed three different shifts,
T 1'wan there 40 Hoe when the frst shift
- was fed, and had to wait until the last
o of U was given somsthing 1o oat.”
. This man is a cab driver, He worked
in Bt Paul and Ohicago. Being laid
off in the Minnesota city two months
Ago, he came to Chicego to look for
work. “He was among the last to get
16 the 'table, because he would uot
force himself In with the first ones
I went there becuuss I kin't had
evod dinner for more than ten weeks, "
he sald. "I thought it would cheer me
up a little to got & réal good teal,
Get Two Cents More
"1 want 1o do snything to earn my
living. but so far 1 ais't been able to
w4 get anything t 1 can 4o, I tried
street cleaning & couple of days,
but T couldn’t do that, decause I am't
‘Uressed heavy enough. I tried to go
up to the lodging house of the Salva.
ton mrndy when U had only elght cents
in-my pocket, asd they told me to go
out and get the other two conts before
they would let me slesp thern nt their
“ledping house,  Talk about giving a
#ood dinper to the poor!™
The much vaunted “basket” glven to
the poor familles contalned a serawny
chicken, one can of tomatoes, three ap-
ples, some turnips, a little rice, beans
dhd & havdful of coffee.
< Among the provisions eontributed far
‘the Veolunteers of America dintier were
m unds of ment from the yards of
. Bwift & Col These figures wore fur.
- wished to the Chicage Daily Socialist
. by the genersl dffice of the firm.

Thief Robs ‘'L'" Btation
L0 A thisE entered the Congress sirest
*'station of the South Ride B! :vated rail-
' rped sarly todey fu o brief absence of
WAL Welch, the sgent. and ruboed
. ape ticket office of & On his retcre
S AWelch saw the misy, & Degro,’ lewring
| the offioe With & package In hunt

. Oamegle Injured by Fan

Eew York, ec. 2, Andrew Cacuegie
o leave Wiz home today bes
received iz & tall In

g 253

MONEY KULES ETHICS

MAY WOOD-BIMONS TO SHOW ECO-
NOMICS MAKE ‘‘RIGHT'
OR '*WRONG''

May Wood-Bimons whi take the "Re-
lation of Economics and Ethics™ as the
subjeet of her next Thursday -evening
lecture to be given Dec¢, 830, at the Ho-
clalist Asgsembly hall, 180 ‘Waahington
streot. The lecture will deal with eco-
uomics and thelr relatiohs to moral
codep, showing how the material needs
and eWillzations of various races have
determined thelr ethics, ' relutive to
property, to the social relationsh!ps and
alt other matters which led to the for.
mation either of laws.or precepts gov-
erning conduct.  The public belief In
right and wrong in the days of slav-
ery, feudaliom and modern life will be
reviewed,

WAISTMAKERS
VIELD

WILL NOT

Strikers Decide to Keep Up
Fight Until Closed Shop
' Is Assured

New Yf\rk. Deo, 29.--Untll the manu-
facturers moeet their demands and rec-
ognize theiv union 7,000 striking shirt-
wiist makers will keep up their fight.
This declaration ' was made following
three mass meetings In the strike zone,
The girls are fighting for the closed
shop and they intend 16 secure it.or
rontinue the strike indefinitely.
Several hundred girls assembled In
Beethoven - hall in East Fifth street,
where A. Miller, organizer of the Neok-
wear Makers' unfon, urgéd them to
hold out until the unlon is recognized,
Other meetings were in prosvess at the
same time In Astoria hall ar . Manhat- |
tan Iyeeum, a4 stone's throw away.
Bosses' Offers Rejected
The girla were told by speakers at
the meetings that the manufacturérs
had agreed to grant them & 52 hour
week, with only two hours of night
work o week and that only in the
rush season. The manufacturers had
also agreed, It was statpd, to adjust
the wage scale to the. satisfaction of
those employed and had further prom-
i#ed not to reopen thelr shopa to girl
newly employed until all those now on
strike had been provided with places.
The girls unankmously rejected this
proposition and agreed to remain on
strike until the closed shop is prom-
ised them.
In response to an appeal sent out
by Mrs. Valish, Mrs. J. Wells Went-
worth of 200 West Ninety-fifth street
and Mre. Clarence Burns of 1 West
Bighty-third' street volunteercd to do
pleket duty In behalf of the striking
girls two hours each day until the
strike in sottied. It is the purpose of
Mra. Valish to enlist as many soclety
and club women in the ranks of the
pickets as possible.
Magistrate Barlow, fined two of the
girls, Beésale Mychofsky, 17 yvears old,
and Ida Decker, also 17, $10 éach, and
placed the other, Sadle Weinberg, on
probation for a mounth.

Strikers Resent Rumors

Indications that the strking shirt.
waist makers resent the manner in
which thelr movement has been linked
with the woman suffrage causs and
al50 A report that 3,000 strikers were In
® starving condition, were furnished
when eoffoe sent to strike pickets by
Miss ITnez Milholland and Miss Fliza-
beth Dutcher, Vassar graduates, was !
indignantly refused by the girls.

The donors of the coffes had engage
¢4 a man with a cart to carry it around
to the points at whieh the pickets were
statloned with orders to serve it to
them. NoOt & cup was taken and the
man returned  with “full eans of the
beverage. The sirikers have shown
gnuch frritation over the apparent at-
tempt of the suffragetien to crente the
impression that the former are in a
deplorable condition: of poverty, and
the refusal of the coffee was the te-
sult,

DATE OF DEBS
'EETING FIXED

(Contizued From Page One)

tice? I it Dot & remarkable comment-
ary on British freedom that the rea-
son for suppression was slleged to be
somy overstrong criticism of the wvisit
of the hanging csar? . 1 wonder wheth.
er Mr. Herbert Gladstons would dare
suppress the Thnes or the London
Dully Mait? 4

The writer then reviews the history
of the Warren case.  In speaking of
the defense of his stand made by War-
ren bt the trial,  which resulted in
conviction, he smays: v

Rights of People Usurped

“In cleitr, conciwe langusge that ed-
mits of no misrepresentution, he shows
bow the cunning enemies of democracy
have graduaily usurped the law mak-
fug rights of a free people, and Jhave
centered all powsr in  the federal
courte. . The supreme oourts had mere
power than hed any .monarch of the
old world, and the higher courts sre
being used ws politieal weapons in the
defense Of property.

“In feudsl mlavery Lhe courts sus-
tained the teudal lopds, i chattel slavs
ery they protected the slave owners,
and in wage siavery . they defend the
industrigl mastars.  The wholé history
of the case proved that it was an ef-
fort to punish. him for his politionl
vigwa: but the most infamous crimes
aghinst the iberty and progress of
the human race bad been  sanetfoned
by the courts of justice, and why
shouldl he expect immunity?

““In an- eloguent preroration he de-
clared 1hat the case was & mers (nets
dent tn the mighty struggie of the
masses  far - emaneijstion, Rlowly,
paintully, procepds the  struggle  of
man ageinst the power Of wammon.
The past is written In tears of bivod.
The future is dinm and unknown,  but
the floal outoome . of this world 'wide
struggie is not I doubt. Freedom will
conguer slavery; trath will prevail
1ojuation, the liah :|m ,

t 1 vawguish the
darkness, and humanity, disenthrsibed,

|

v

overi .

WAITE SLAVER!
1S BLAMED 0N
PREDATORY RICH

-

Povertj Leaves Women Un-
profected and Oveiwork
 Brutalizes, Says Pinchot

New York, Dec, 20.--Giftord Pinchot,
chief forester of the United States,
hounded by land thieves and beset by
the attacks of Becretary Richard Bal
inger, of the Department of the Inte-
rior. has turned on nin foes and told
some of those things little known out-
#ide of the circles of the [United States
seoret service. It is well to remember
‘that Senator Borah of Idaho, who pros-
weuted  Moyer, Haywood aad Pettibone,
had the distinction of “*ng i{pdicted
for ‘tand frands and, &s to the fallure
to cpnuvict him, there are many inter.
esting stories aflout,

Plachot spoke ot the University Club
and declared that the heavy to!l which
the priviteges. accorded 10 predatory
wealth exseted Trom the great masses
of the people 1s the cause of criminal-
ity among men and white slavery
among women. At one point he saald:

“An appaliing proportien of the trag-
edles of life spring directly from the
lack of a little money.”

Condemning the methods
"rich eriminals,' he =ald:

“But they have muffored from a eu-
rious maoral perversion hy which it be-
comes pralseworthy to do for a carpor-
ation things which they would refuse
with the loftiest soorn to do for them-
selves, Fortunately for us, all that de-
lusion s’ passing rapidly away.

Prosecuted by Rich Criminals

"It is the honorable distinetion of the
forest service that it has been more
constantly, more viclently and more
bitterly attacked by the representatives
of the special Interests In recent years
than any other government = bureau.
These attacks have, increased in vio-
lenco and bitterness just in proportion
ax the service has offered effective op-
pesition to predatory wealth. The more
successful we have beén in preventing
land grabbing and the absorption of
water power by the special interests,
the more (ngenious, the more devious
and the moare dangoerous these attacks
have become. A favorite one is to ss-
sart that the forest service, In its geal
for the public welfare, has played
ducks and drakes with the acts of con-
gress,

“Since the forest service oalled pub-
lic attention to the rapld absorption ef
the water power sités and the threaten-
Ing growth of a great water power
maonopoly, the attacks upon ¢ have In-
creased with great rapldity. I antiel-
pate that they will contloue to do so.
Still greater opposition is promised in
the near future, There Is only one pro-
tection, an awakened ' public  opinion.
That is why I give you the foits.

Trusts Injure the People

SThe conservation issue is a moral
Issue.. When a few men get possession
of on¢ of the necessaries of Jife, elther
through ‘dnfuir Business methods, and
use that contro! to extort undue profity,
as In tho recent casex of the sSugar
trust' and the beef packers, they injure
the average man without good reason
and they hre guilty of & moral wrong.

“Right here the conservation gques-
tion touches the dally life of the great
body of our peopie, who pay the cost
of special privilege. And the price I
heavy., That pricé may be the chanos
to save the boys from the saloons and
the corner gang, and the girle from
worse, and make good citizens of them
instead of bad, for an appalling propor-
tion of the tragedies of lite spring Al-
rectly from the !ack of u little money.

Airls Are Endangered

“Thousands of daughters of the poor
fall Into the hands of the white siave
traders because their: ‘poverty leaves
them without protection. Thousands of
familles, as the Plttsburg survey has
shown us, lead - lves of brutalising
overwork in return for the barest live
ing.”

UNION HATTERS

I3

of

these

Ovange, N. J., Dee. 200<The ofMcers
of the United Hatters' of North Am.
erica anmounce thet the unlon & so
far recouped from the heavy  dralns
made upon it by the recent mceutuf

of bosses to establish the “open shop"
that its debts are pald, back salaries
have been made up to the offfcers and
fuli hmeu!- to the men still out on
strike are onee again the rule.

The men who have gone back to
work and who at first pald 13 per cent
of their wages into the union fusds and
later had it redoced to § may look for-

when the rate will ba further reduced
to the normal basis of ¥ per cent,
During the strike death bepefits ac-
cumuinted to the amount of $40,000 and
they have now all beon pakl, and new
claime dre met promptly.

FLAMES DRIVE
30 FROM HOTEL

Fifty becupanis of the Whilteomb bo-
tol, 846 West Madison street, Bed to
the snow covered street at dawn, when
smoke caused by five in the
stors of Bdward Blam, $50 West Mad-

will ‘rise resplendent ne the  glory of
o o .

-

Ui

suckat

fon. &

WINNING FIGHT

wirike against the efforts of a number -

ward to the early arrival of the tima|®8

SLEEPEES RUDELY WAKENED
" AB COPS ARR TOLD TO WORK

shakeup made by Chief

to duty in w
something some of them had not dbeen
subjected to for years.
Seventy-five policomen have - been
transferred. ' The order was expected
‘for several weeks snd the weak ones
had trembled in their boots.
.The chief”shows thorough acguaint-
ance with his foros In rearranging his
subordinates. “Dead timber” has been
placed where the least eficiency Is re-
quired. .

One of the departments that was ov-
erhauled s the detective buresu. A
large number of the men there had
held the warm chairs because of po.
litical werk performed for some offi.
cials.

Fifty-two of the men transferred are
sergeants.

GHICAGO FACES
- TRAGTION TRUST

Promoters of Street Car
Combine Verify Exclusive
Daily Socialist Story

B

As snnounced in the Daily Socialist
of yesterday, In an exclusive interview
with Ira M. Cobe, the merger of the
south side surface traction lines ia but
& step to & huge monopoly of all surface
and elevated traction in Chicag, with
& tremendous c;pltnlixa!lon. The for-
mation of the Chicago City and Con-
necting Rallways company is an ideal
one for such a purpose.
unintorporated, according to the best
information and Is really at present
only a trusteeship. Any street car or
elevated lineamay vote n its stock and
bonds, giving them over to the trustees
of the Chicago City and Connecting
Railways company, and recelving stock
of the new company. Its possibilities
of expansion are practically unlimited.
BExprussing an opinion on the legal
status of the case, Special Traction
Counsel Walter L. Fisher sald: “So
long as the Chicago City and Connect-
ing Rallways company confines itself
to an ownership of the stock of the
companies it now' controls or controls
in the future, the city of Chicago will
interpose no diMculties. If, however,
the new merger destroys completely
the identity of the companies, that will
be another matter, That would make
il mction ry."”

Cobe Explains Merger
Ira M. Cobe elucidated the relation
of the new merger with the clevated
railroads,
“Will there he an attempt to revive
the leasing proposition contatned in
the orgsnization of the Central Ter-
minal company, which was to own the
union loop and lease and operate the
¢elevated roads on the basis of a guar-
anteed dividend?" Mr, Cobe, was aaked
L *No, he said.
*Under the Chicago City and Con-
pecting Rallways company organiza-
tion It will simply be a matter of vot-
ing stock into the hands of the trus-
tees—Edward Morris, James B. For-
gan, yourself and the others—and by
such voting of stock the elevated roads
could come in separately and thus
avoid the difficulties interposed by the
stockholders of the South Side Rle-
vated Raliroad company, - difficulties
which blocked the [easing scheme?"
was a'question put to Mr. Cobe.
“Yea," sald Mr, Cobe.-
, President Clarles V. Weaton of the
Bouth Bide Elevated company intimat-
ed that overtures had diready been
made to his company by representa-
tiven of the new corporation. As yet,
howaver, these have not been given se-
rious consideration.
Henry A. Blatr, chairman  of the
board of directors of the Chicago Rail-
ways company, said, in regard to the
joining. of his company with the mer-

ger: ¥

“We are very favorably inclined to-
ward a consolidation of all the surface
lines in ihe city. We stand ready to
sell or buy or merge, according fto
whichever plan proves to be the best

It is as yet

SICK ARE PREY
OF PRLITICANS

Connty Hospital Used o
Build Up Machine for
Repubiican Bosses

R

That politiclans who are interested in
fat jobs will endeavor to prevent the
transfer of the county hospital to the
city came out ip . discussions befors the
finapce committes last night. As a city

hospital now under the spoil system
would come under civil service. y

“With all its political patronage the
county board will never let go of the
hospital for Its jobs- to be put under
city clvil service,” said Ald. Bernard
fnow of the Seventh ward,

The meeting of the committee, which
was held unannounced at the commit-
tee's room last night, wiped out the
threatened cut of 10 per cent in ward
appropriations for street cleaning gnd
ash and garbage removal. i

Alderman 8now announced that he
had found a way to supply the money
for the purpose.

Notice that the aldermen may in:
crease the estimate of $10,084,183 for a
bond lssue made by Mayor Busse and
Comptroller Wilson was served when
the question of the 33,500,000 of bonds
for. & new city hall came up., The
amount Is provided for twice in the
budget total, once out of regular in-
come and again out of ¢he bond issue,
which is expeeted to be approved by
a referendum.

(Continued From Page One)

mémbers of the rallroad dJdepartment,
Secretary Morrison sald he Dbelleved
they would be represented »* the con-
ference, or {f they are nbd! .epresented
directly they will ‘work In a measure
~ith those organizations which are.

Dr. Charies P. Nelll, commissioner of
labor, sald that he had heard nothing
of the conference, but supposed a poll
of all the organizations affected would
have to indicate a strike sentiment
among the men before one can be or-
dered.

8t. Louls, Dec. 28.—Thomas H. Stone
of Chicago, representing the Switch-
men's Unlon of North America, has
assumed charge of the situation In St
Louis and will be the union’'s chief of-
ficer here in case of a general strike.

There are 50,000 trainmen in 8t. Louis
and East Bt Louls, of which number
sbout 3,000 are switchmen. Thae switch-
men say they will strike, if the order
is issued. The majority of them are
employed Ly the Termin:! Rallroad as-
roclation, composed of seventeen trunk
lines.

They Are
Watching Us!

Tes, the Boclalisty ars watching us—and

institution the positions st the county |

GENERAL RAIL STRIKE SEEN

i

Double Sole
Bellows Tongu que

SOLD ONLY AT

Woikingmen’s Shop

OPEN ALL DAY NEW-YEAR'S FG

RUPPERT’S

_CLARK and HARRISON STREETS

R ACCOMMODATION OF WORKING PEOPLE

- “CRAFTSMAN"

$9.75

pay

Non-unlen Tactories.

0T GUY ANY SHOE

no matter what its name, unless it bears
o plain and readable Impression of this

Unlen Stamp.

All Shoes without the Union Stamp are always Nonunion.
Do not accept any excuse for absence of the Union Stamp

BOOT AND SHOE

246 SUMMER STREET, -
Jeha V. Tebia, Pres.

KERS’ UNION,
BOSTUN, MisS3.

Chas. L Balne, S00.-Trese,

Eugene V,

Debs

Coming to

CHICAGO

In Campaign Against

COURTS

Thursday Eve., January
18th, at Orchestra Hall.

WATCH

For O ening of Seat Sale
— Tickets 25 Cents to
All Parts of the House.

man upg.-:-' i
and WILL WIN! Send
it right NOW!: 4

INTEANATIONAL FLOOR SURFACING
MACHINT. COMPANY.

Joha M. Crook, agent, Austin, Chicago.
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The Postoffice Deficit

The postmaster general is very much alarmed at the increasing
postal deficit. It now amounts to about $17,000,000 a year, or about
the cost of one of the latest types of battleships, wh' :h are now being
planhed, The report of the pnstmaster general goes into great length
to explain the source of this deficit. He finds that while the carrying
of first-class mail bririgs in a huge profit there is a deficit of
$65,000,000 on the second class. There is no consideration of how
much of the other class of mail is sent as a result of the publication of
the journals that are carried as second class, a consideration that goes
far to destroy the whole argument. ‘

The railroads are paid $50,000,000 a year, and in spite of the
assurance of the report that this sum is now fixed by competitive
weighing and cannot be reduced, it is a notorious fact that the private
mail car graft, by which some of the cars are paid for two or three
times a year, would more than account for the whole actual deficit of
$17,000,000. But there is no suggestion that this graft should te in-
terfered with.

The whole force of the report is directed against the second-
class rate. Here, again, there is careful discrimination. The greatest
dailies are treated -wvith elaborate consideration and no mention is
made of the tens of thousands of country newspapers that are carried
absolutely free within county limits, :

The whole animus of the report is directed at the magazines and
| the weekly and monthly publications in general.

Is it hard to see why this is so?

The great dailies are still controlled by the capitalist class, The
little country papers can be largely controlled through “patent in-

- sides,” “plate matter,” ready-made editorials, and, not infrequently.
hy direct bribery. : '

But the monti:lies and the weeklies are still in a large degree in-
hdgpen‘dent. They include the entire labor press, with the exception
of a half-dozen struggling dailies, that contain promises of Becoming [
& powerful force in the future, but whose influence is still' restricted
in comparison with the capitalist press. It includes all the magazines
- whose exposures have galled the system's flanks, even-though they
have left igs vitals unscathed.

_ Two schemes are proposed by which to reach this remnant of an
independent. press and curb its power. The first is a direct increase
. in the rate for second-cldss postage. Unfortunately, this would inter-
fere with some of the powerful daily organs of the ruling class. So
another scheme has been evolved. It is proposed to throw overboard

v

the whole principle upon which postal charges are based—that of one s

rate regardless of distance—and to introduce a “zone system” of
charges. Since the dailies circulate almost exclusively within com-
paratively narrow circles this would exempt these, with the very

desirable exception of the Socialist dailies, that have a continent. wide |-

circulation. It would land with crushing force upon the hated rem-
nant of a free press issued weekly or monthly. :
That the suppression of a free press and not increased income is
. the object sought is seen in the fact that there is no recommendation
ofa parcels post, such as every other civilized country possesses, and
the establishment of which would pay the deficit many times over.
But _thetexpm:-compu.xies object to a parcels post.

~ Extending the Circle
"'The consolidation of the street railways of Chicago raises some

suggestions concerning the course of future development. There has

been quite a general agreement that street railways must ultimately

be owned and operated by a municipality. This consolidation includes

several lines extending beyond the limits of Chicago, It will un-

'doubtedlyvlnclude many more as the process of .concentration goes
- on. +Some of these extend into another state.

~ Power is to be furnished by the Commonwealth-Edison company.
/ But one branch of this company is the Economy Light and Power

company. This is located at Joliet, where it has coolly pre-empted
- by "squatter right” the power created by the building of the drainage
. canal. It is, however, far outside the city limits of Chicago.

All these things do not constitute an argument against municipal
ownership. They simply show that such ownership is wholly inade-
quate to solve any problem. - They illustrate how closely linked to-
gether is modern industrial life and how wide must be the circle that

 shall embrace any unit of that life. : ‘

A WORD TO CULINARY WORKERS
BY FRED EBERLING, (OOKS' UNION, 885
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‘equently | “ e pefits O supper, and when they .
with ks fellow tabores ks i
‘tor attsin his ‘ends; |

When they realize that thelr working
nower in belng explolted to the utmost

ST 1y i

_OMNIPOTENCE AND TOM

LAWSON |

In 2 series of dlscussions which Robert G. Ingersoll
had with Rev. De Witt Talmage, the famous aguostic
asked the preacher to inform him out of wha God crested.
the earth. To this question, Talmage replieu that it was
out of “His omoipotence” | © .

However unsatisfactory the wxpinnation was to Ingers
#oll upd the free thinkers geverally, Talmage felt that
it ‘was sufficient, And Talmage never thought.of ad.
wancing the opinion that when he was created, some of
the original omnipotence was transmitted down te him.
Or if he entertained such an idea, he was too modest to
try to creaste an earth of his ownr. i i

Thomas W. Lawson of Bostos Is a different caliber of
men. For months and months he poured forth a stream
of vitricic Enpglish to inform the resding pubiic that
‘“ths system’' of Wall street financiers were enriching
themselves by hundreds of milllons of dollars, for “which
they rotursed no uvivalent.: Lawson  termed these
“mrade” doliars. He tells how, on one oceasion, thirty-six
millions of dollars were “made’ by the atrokes of & pen In
a deal on copper. §

. Lawson assured his readers that he knew what he
was talling about. " He confided to thdm that he had been
the most trusted “street man” for the “system.’” He let
thew Into fhe secret that “the system" always selected
Thomas W. to put through any particularly delicats plece
of business, ‘In fact, he led one to puppose that {f “the
system” made its money out of its omuipotewce, that om~
nipstence wa# no other than Thomas W. Lawson of Bos-
ton. .
However that may be, "the system” yearned for a
little excitement, and Invited it by dismissing Lawson
from ‘its service, Lawson accepted the cBallenge,

He began laying a most gigantic plan to crush “the
system.’’ His eampaign was 30 magnificent that even
Thomas W. Lawson of Boston becanie enthusiastic over
it. ' Even that gehtléman was couvinesd, aftar reading
$housands of pages of His magazine articles and thou-
sands of lines of his advertisements, that “the system's”
tenure of life was not worth the provesbial thirty cents.

overiook matters

how comes it that
chest of Thomas

oare was exercised
nope of the goods
Caystom.’’
trade was nothing

old saying of that
the effect -that:

position, it can at
tacie.

a sensible thing or

Ouly one thing was needed—money.
Incident, but Tom Lawson was too wise & general to

It was & mere

of mseeming inconssquence. Further-

more, the money was needed by no other than Thomas
'W. Lawson of Boston.

This was indeed “passing strange.”’
true that he was the very apple of “‘the system’s’’ eye,

For it It were

some of the millions that Lawson had

“made™ hid not got into totimate relations with the cash

W. Lawson? Or could it be that his

stock market campaign did not after all induce Lawson
to hazard his own millions lnAth’ venture? Why had
Thomas W. lost all faith in Lawson?

Another explanation {s forthcominvg. It mwust appesr
that when Lawson was dismissed by “the system.' grea’,

to #ee to it that Lawson departcd wity'
and obattels belongivg to sforesaid

Under the elrcumstances, Lawson’s stock in

but bis omnipotencs.

But money, that trifle of trifles, kept insivuating itsel? '
into his plan of operation.

Happily he recalled a wise
prince of shgwmen, P. T. Barnum, to

“There is & sucker born every minute.”
Ha then began to beg all suckers in America and Bu-
rope 4o come to him. In the genial P. T. manner, he pro-
cended to separate them from their collateral,
twinkling of an eye, e proved that he was thoroughly
familiar with the devious ways of the systemn. And now,
several newspapers in Pennsylvania are ~ampaigning
against Lawson upon the:ground that be s infringiug

upon “the system’s” domain and patent rights.
Let the merry war go on. If Iabor, whose products are
thus being juggled with, has no say as to its floal dis-

In the

least be amused at the edifying spec-

Ehould anyone ba tempted to invest his savings in {ittle
pieces of paper that promise manyfold returns, it might
gently be hinted that once upon a time there lived a man
called P, T. Baroum and that he was known to have sald

two.

His

Mark -

BY JOHN SPARGO

Cee the
which tells the story of

The Hon. EX 8. Hammond of Blackville, 8,
owner of an interesring leafler,
Wiiliam Bass. o

William was a negro who resided in the district of
Marlborough, state of South Carolina, “befo’ th' war.”

Unlike many of his race at that time he was not o,
slave. In ofoclal records he was described &8s “a free
person of color” | According to mgny philanthrople well
wishers of his race, Willlam ought™to have been, there-
fore, a very happy man. N

Mnany other negroes envied William as a “free person
of color.” Willingly@Wey sacrificed much, and in some
coses risked their lives that they might become free, llke
Wiillam Bass,

But Willlam ¢ould not understand why other negroes
should envy him. Freedom? Bab! What was freedom
without work, without bread? He was willing to ex-
change his fresdom for slavery. As a ''fres person of
color” he might starve: ds a slave he would at least be
sure of food and shelter, ’ ’

Yes, William Bass wanted to become a slave.  He
was tired of being a starving ‘‘free person of color.” So »
he went to Lawyer Townsend and got him to draw up a

Phillp 'W. Pledger
ter and awnper.

e 'was very poor,
without house or
the siaves of man

and hopeless, you
Willlam Bass, but

“By the Salnts!

His
petition was signed “Willlam . X Bass.*

Mark

Whether the legislature granted William's petition and
permitted him to become & slave, I do not know. Let us
hope so, for the reasons advanced in the petition sesm
to prove that he could only be benefited by the change.

You, kind reader, may not readily understand how &
free negro could desire to become o slave.
have been miserably poor, destitute, homeless, workless

The Irish Iaborer I met yesterday had paver heard of
wife and children wefe hungry, too. So he understood,

slavery days,” he said.

WILLIAM X BASS

petition to the siate legislature, praying that august
body ty permit him to betome 4 slave, apd to give Mr.

fuil legal authority to become his mas-

William's petition set forth that his position s a free
negro.involved more suffering than that of a slave; that

*though able bodied, and that he was
home, and in greater destitution than
y of the planters in the district. The

Bul if you
will understand.
he was hungry and out of a job. His

We're worse off than the niggers In

HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY—THE STEEL TRUST

. BY ROBERT HUNTER
On all sides we ses war and hsar rumors of war.

and unorganized A
Forty thousand unorganized girls in New York are striking,
The miners declars they will soon demand an increase of wages. The Rall-

sharing in the steel works fails to bring peace.
9rmomumom-uhmm”
50 War
is employing detectives to work among the men in all
to ita judges, governors, generals, and sheriffs to

its immense power, political and financial, to utterly crush the

annthilate their organization. f

And the Steel Trust will hayve aid not anly from the courts, the government
the nation, it 'will also have the aid of some

of"
of the men to betray their comrades. A state-
ont {ssued the other day by the Steel Trust says that 40,000 men own stock in

the

i
3

second, SOME DISSA PER-
SONS WOULD TRY TO INAUGURATE.A L .

‘“There are any number of spendthrifts’ among the -employes,”’ says the
statement, ‘‘who may go out on strike if
EMPLO remaln at their furnaces it is

A NATION UNDER ARREST
Ermu henrd or resd something absence of & certain ¥ ot

about passparts, npon which one. not remain country;
ROCAiNE, KE Mat Tiaa oestriacthd the o p m‘.:un.x'&,

i
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If you want to go from one town to!
another, or from village to vill  » you
Smust Have ul’max:ort‘ .‘mm you m-
not get easily and quickly, no matter . Russi
how suddenly aud pressingly you have 6:::1":@ w: m{:’:’“ m
been called swar on wusiness or ANY serugrle for months . bafore they could
SADNE HEWARE. Daed. :  Lget thelr passparts, or even could not

You muat have s clean political 8- get them at il ny was quite recently
reer, or rather an absence of any polit-{ the case with Russtan  schoolmasters
fenl career, If you Wab! to get a pass- wi
port ‘without hindrance. But if you §

tiee!) then your tribuis~]

wo-e8 idren to emjoy. In a recent interview

1 To swell the prices o'er and o'er

cletien, wishing to travel .abroad or :

mortal may not be classified as such by | Russinn whilst- travellng s practicaty

THE EMPIRE BUILDER

BY J. B. NASH,

Mr. T. B. Walker of Minneapolis, to
whom the foliowing lines relate, is &
multimifionaire. He owns Immense
tracts of standing timber and true to
the ideals of the capitalist class he
wants to possess without earning or
producing. He also wants his children
to be large baneficiaries of the system
of grab and greed for he has mald he
will keep his vast wealth for his chil-

with G. L. Gard, a sewspaper man, he
placed himself in the class of “empire
buliders,? and he is repurted to have
said that he would exempt the
from paying taxes and would put taxes
on the poor and thriftless, Ofulate he
has become a “plllar” In the M, E.
church of Minneapolis, although one of
his large saw mlills was operated reg-
; ularly on Sundays until it was burned
{ Intely.
His name is Walker, Thomas R
A multt-mfiliohaire is he;
A King Bee lumber seller;
And boasts, or so the story goes,
He ents more food, wears bette: clothes,
Than even Rookefeller.

Owns timSer land of greater worth,
Than any other man on earth; =~ '
With varied schemea for taking:”

Wants more and more; and more and
more;
And terms it “Empire making.”
*Tis braing, not brawn, he proudly
f states,
That all my store of wealth creates:
Rich men, earth’s great contractors,
No tax should pay, however small;

Lat thriftless workmen pay it all,
For we are benefactors,

Yot Walker's brains, he ought to know,

Ne'ér caused the forest trees to grow,
‘Nor cut them into lumber: ?

Diad not invent, construct or run,

The modern’ mills whete this is done;
Although he owns a number, '

By craft and cunning he and others,
Possessing means to fleece their dbroth-

pre,
Become the world's despollers:
And then attribute all their gains,
To size and qu-tl:.tr of brains,

in this age of graft and strife,
few have grabbed the means of
thelr facts concealing:
‘their lackeys teach content,
us up with government;

‘s sclentific stealing.

gluts the marts of trade.
are closed; no wages m;

.

And owners feast and viot;

You think the people war't submit:
Have too much sense, and too much

i

i rected to the attention of the Repub-

i

Dear Co?ndc:
from today's Boston Traveler which
explaing itself.

This in addition to rumors about the
formation. of a labor party in which the
names of Stmons, Hunter, Berger -nﬂ
Snargo have been mentioned, leads me
to believe that there i3 some private
work 'being done. i

It you have any information cover-
ing this matter I would thank you for
it and I ask you further to mee to It
that it is given promimence in the So-
clalist press.

If the published statement be true I
want to advise you that aa far as Mas-
sachusetts is concerped the members
here will require something’ more than
an alllance by so-called leaders with
any outside body without thelr previsus
knowleCge an' consent.

1 trust the rumors contalned in the
article have no basis In fact, but in
any event the comrades who &re so
k generously dealing with the party's fu-
ture without the party's knowledge and
consent will recelve the treatment they
deserve. Weaternally,

JAMES F. CAREY,
State Secretary.
Boston, Mass.. Dea. 28, 1000,

The following is the “clipping™ re-
ferred to:
Traveler Bureau,
Washington, D, C.. .
Dec. 22, 1909,
By JERRY A. MATHEWS,
A political movement of momentous
significance, organized to combat both
of the great parties, has just been di-

‘ lloan lsaders in congress. It Is noth-
ing more nor lees than the formation

| of an offensive and defensive alllance

by the dominant spirits of the Amerl-
can Federation of Labor, headed by
Samue! Gompers, on the one hand, and
representatives of the Social Democrat-
io party.on the other.

Only the bare outlines of the alliance
are known to Republican leaders, but
the facts now in thelr possession are
such as to warrant a belief on thelr
part that In the very near future, prob-

worfl of polities Intmical alike to prom-
Inent Democrats and prominent Repub.
leans,

This movement looking to the organ-
ization of the Soclalist and labor vote
into 'a solid phalanx had its inception
in the inner counclls of the American
Federation of Labor,

A# the story goes Gompers, acting in
conjunction with Socialist leaders,
ealled a conference at which the de-
tafls of the plan to combine the two
foroes for effective use In politics was
discussed at length. It was decided
that
cessful unlass it was properly financed.
Agents weres set to work to see what

they conld .accomplish in this respect.
Aseording-to the man whe first called

the matter to the attention of the Re-
publican leaders the results wers sur-
prisisig. Representatives of labor came
to the front, as did the Soclalists, and
promises were obtained that augured
well for the raising of a formidable
eampaign fund. In this connection were
mentioned the names of J. G. Phelps
Stokes of New York, the miilionalre
Socialist! Jack London, the author, and
Upton  Binclalr, author and leader
among Soclalists.

After assurances had been received
that the plan could be properly -
nanoed, another conference wak held
to map out a plan of actlon against
men 1 public’ Itfe hostile fo jegislation
dear to the heart of the Bocialist and
npproved by labor organizations, It
was decided that for the present at
least the campaign should be waged
quietly. The employment of a dozen
or mores “organimers” was authorized.
Thess  were eom ‘0 travel
throughout the country and confer with
men who' could "he expected to jfoln a
movement encoursged by the labor un-
fons and the Socialist leaders. o

Gompers made an unsuccessful effrrt
In the campalgn of 1908 to drag the
American Federation of Labor into the
cohtest against Taft. Gompers entered
the fight himself, contrary to the ad-
vice of his associates, and he was
whipped out of his boots. The result
was entirely satisfactory to the Social-
ists who are oppored to the conversion
of labor unions into political organiza-
tions, but who are favorable to the
formation of a party mads up In part
of Soclallsts and in part of men sfMliat-
ed with organizations of 1abor. \

J. A. MATHEWS.

As one of those referred fo In the
above letiar and clipplug 1 want to say
that it is false in every particular. No
such conference was ever held  with

os. <
. No member of the N. E. C. has ever
suggested ‘that an alliance should be
made with any Jabor g

i
7

-

I encioge & clipping:

ably in the congressional elections of
1910, & force will be at work In the |

the movement could not be suc-

rank and flle of organized labor, hop-
ing thereby to turn the strength ¢
such organizations into ‘political action
through the Soclalist party.

In s0 doing they seem to have aroused
the anger of a number of non-proleta-
rians who are seeking to turd the So-
clalist party Into a sect. out of touch
with labor, and, evidantly, to be ‘eon.
trolled by these same non-proletarians.
The mémbership have & chince to de-
cide which road they wish the party
to take, A. M. SIMONS.
‘Important, If True.

Enroute, Dec. 20, 1808,

Dear Mr. Simons: The Tom Sladden
article reprinted in the Chicago Dally
of November 30, together with your
editorial comment, practically indor~ing
his traitorous position, which virtually
advocatesthe dissolution of the Soclal-
ist party, has just been read and mar-
veled at. I wonder if the rank and file
to whom youa have with such frequency
appealed for the life of the paper, and
never in vain, do not feel proud of
“their” paper? 1Is It your purpose to
wreck the Soclallst party which you
assume has “so much the matter with
it"; to de ‘instrumental in launching
some sort of an abortion Labor party
in which the leaders can a llittle more
securely satisfy thelr desire for power
than Iz possible in the 8§ P.7

‘What %« the matter with the Socialiat
party? Nothing of vital Importance,
unless it is that it has permitted a few
leaders to- continue themselves in of-
fice and dictate its policles and man-
agement. Furthermore, ' pothing = will
be the matter with It in spite of the
Chicago Dally Soclalist and a few self-
ordained leadérs to the contrary.

You might use this in your column
“What's the Metter With the Socialist
Party?™ if you desire.

Yours for SBocialism,
GEO. D. BREWER.

Unfortunataly for the logic of the let.
ter, the Dally Soclalist editorial Je-
nounced instead of indorsing Sladden’s
letter, and pointed ont that he had only
traveled the logical road of the ultra-
revolutionist. Extremes often mewt In
the polition!l world. That I8 th  rea-
son Gompers Is favoring the French
synd'calists.—Editor. 2

Teachers Wanted.
At the p1  ent time there 'is » dsarth
of teachers for the Suunday school eon-
ducted by the Woman's Branoch, and

a8 a result the opening of the school
has Deen delayed.

We are anxious to hear from men and
women members of the party In Cook
county who can and are able to give
two hours of thelr time on Sunday
morning to the grand and noble work
of teaching the younger generation the
economics of Socialiam.

Thése who are able to help in. this
good work should attend the meeting
of the Woman's Branch to be held
Tuesday evening, Dec. 28, 8 p. m., at
county headjuarters, 180 Bast Wash-
{ngton street. If unable to attend mest-
ing applicants should  ecommunicate
with the secretary who will gladly give
any Information. The need Is urgent,

. ANNA M. RIORDAN, Bec'y,

Chicago, L 3824 N. Leavitt St.

Let the Bank and Pile Decide.

I should llke space for a few lines.
Recently we had ths singular expe-
rience of an outsider writing letters
to certain favored persons tr¥ing to in-
fluence the action of the party member-
ship in choosing the new national ex-
ooutive committe,

Now we have something else. appar-
ently different, but not so différent af-
ter all. I refer to the half page ad-
vertisement of Chas. "H. Kerr and comi~ .
pany, in which extracts from the let-
ters of certaln candidates for N. E. C.
are featured. Oddly enough there are
just seven candidates mentioned, that
being also the number to be elected.
Now this may be simply an accident,
and the entire purpose of this ad be
simply to boost the circulation' of the
Review, a commendable purpose, or it
may be a clever combination of that
and factional pelitics,

I do not presume ta judge, nor do.I
write in a harsh spirit, but as one of
those nominated by the necessary num-
ber of locals as a candidate for the N
H. C.' I desire to respectfully ask our
zealous friends to mind their own busl-
ness and allow the rank and file to”
mind theirs. g
| "We have been insisting ' that  the
working class must suve itself.  Now
let's prove we really believe it by al-
lowing*them to select the N. E. C, t
‘want, good or bad, proltarian or iutel-
lectual, - without  seeking by Jetters '
marked ‘¢ ,'* by advistug ‘‘our
erowd’’ to give the highest "votes
to somebody we don't like, curiously
worded advertisements, ote, to impose
our superior wisdom upon the rank and
file, and thereby save It from its pos-
sible blunders, i

For my part, T am perfectly willlng
to ablde by the wisdom or ignoranece
of the rank and file. T neither seek for -
the office nor run away from ft. I say
very frankly that if elected. I would
stand uncompromisingly for the N. H.
C. attending strictly to the work of
better propaganda and  organization
methods, helping the party press and
literature fn & more comprehensive, of-
fective manner, et¢.~in short that the
N. E. C/ do the thing It s supposed
{0 do—the executive work—and let.

the rank and file settle questions of
tactics, platforms and our sttitude to-
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