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“Are you for ever going to allow your lives to be rolled in mud and

blood for the sake of your exploiters?
of endless toil, of dull monotony, and a pauper’'s end?
condemn your children to the same stunted, purposeless existence?

Are you satisfied to resume the life

Do you wish to

Or

does not the future hold out something better both for you and them?”

The foilowing is the text of
one of the propaganda leaflets
dropped into British and Ameri-
can lines by DBolshevik aero-
planes:—

We are living to-day in one of
the most interesting, most erucial
periods in the worlds history
We are standing on the thres-
hold of a new age. We are enter-
ing into the period of the eman-
cipation of Labour from the
thraldom of wage slavery. It is
the time of which poels have
dreamed. The time for which in
every country men and women
have striven for long years, have
gone to prison, have sacrificed
their lives.

For over a century the work-
ing people have slaved in factory
and mine, in poverty, misery, and
dirt. Slaving that their masters
may grow rich, Living in hovels,

or tecming block tenements,
while their masters lived in
places. Feeding on cheap and

coarse food, while their masters
fed on the finest that nature and
the art of men produced. Their
clothes were of the slop and
shoddy kind, while their masters
eould command all the art and
skill to clothe them. The lives
of the workers were a narrow
round of work-sleep, with not in-
frequent intervals of unemploy-
=menf. Unemployment, that grim
speeire that haunted the workers
day in, day out; the constant
fear of that dread order, ‘‘the
sack.”” The while the masters
were living lives of riotous lux-
ury that outrivaled the debau-
chery of the ancient empires.

The more he toiled and moiled
and added to the wealth of the
world, the richer his masters be-
eame, the poorer and less secure
became his own life and that of
his wife and little ones.

Say! American and DBritish
soldiers, What are you? Are you
not workmen? Does this not ap-
ply to you?

Four years ago the ecapitalists
of the world plunged into this
war for fresh territories to dom-
inate, for new wage slaves to
exploit. They deluded their peo-
ples into believing they were
fighting for freedom, for human-
jty. Millions have been crushed
under the juggernaut of the
war.

But the war proved to be the
last mad aet of the greedy,
plindering elass. Four years of
intense agony has at last aroused
the world’s wage slaves. At last
they realise their subjection, and,
in doing, so realise their strength.
Iike Samson in the hall of the
Philistines, Labour grasps the
plllars of capitalist society and
+he whole strueture is shaking

» its foundations. Throues are
tumbling like' skiitles. Revolu-
tion, like a ecleansing, gale sweeps
through Kurope and stirs the
werkers into action. Russia led
the way. The rule of Tsarism is
ended for ever. Capitalism, too,
has reccived its death blow.
H: peforth in Russia the produce
"k [abom‘ will go to those who
work.

Bulgaria has followed. Ferdiu-
and nas flovn. the rank and file
of the army have overthrown the
authority of their officers. and
maintain a revolutionary diseip-
line through Secldiers’ Couneils.

The ruling of Turkey has col-
lapsed.

The Austrian Empire has fal-
len to pieces like an old cask
and the workers are gradually
seeuring the mastery.

Finally in Germany the end
of the Hohenzollerns and the Jun-
ker clique has come. The work-
ers and soldiers of Germany have
overthrown the Kaiser and are
now preparing for the final
struggle to  completely over-
throw the capitalist class and

| establish a Soviet Republie as in

Russia,

East and Ceneral Europe is
aflame with the revolt. The ex-
ploiting class has in some coun-
tries fallen, and in others is on
the point of falling. The dawn
of the day of Labour’s emanci-
pation has come!

Say, American and
soldiers, what are you?

Do you not feel stirred by the
throb of new life that is pulsing
through the veins of your fellow
workers? Are you just dull elods?
Or are you living humans with
hopes and desirves for the future?

Are you for ever going to al-
low your lives to be rolled in
mud and blood for the sake of
vour exploiters? Are you satis-
fied to resume the life of end-
less toil, of dull monotony, and
a pauper’s end? Do you wish to
condemn vyour children to the
same stunted, purposeless ex-
istence? Or does not the future
hold out something better both
for you and them?

Then what are you waiting
for? Do you think some deliverer
from on high will come to your
relief? If so, yom wait in vain.
Those who would be free them-
selves must strike ‘‘the blow.”’

But we ask you a mueh more
serious question. Are you going
to aet as the gunmen, the hired
bullies for international capital-
ists in the eriminal task of erush-
ing the attempt of your own
class to fres itself? The eapitalist
class of the Allied countries see
quite elearly that the tide of
revolution threatens fo over-
whelm them, too. Thev are strain-
ing every nerve to stem it and
H;é}' use you for the task. They
fead vou with lies te noison yonr
minds against your fellow work-
ers, so that you will be the
more willing to drown the work-
ers? revolntion in a sea of blood.

You have started on this erim-
inal job already. What do you
think vou are deing here in Rus-
sia? In spite of all the lies ven
have been told, you are being
used for the purpose of erushing
the Russian Revolution and res-
toring the land to the landlords.
and the factories and mines to
the capitalists. Your capitalists
know that if they ean erush the
Russian  Revolution, they will
take the heart out of the revo-
Intionary movement in other
countries, 5

Just think, you, who econsider

British

vourselves the citizens of ‘‘free”” |

countries, have come to put us
back into wage slavery.
Comrades, refuse to do the
shameful thing. Rid your minds
of the poison instilled by the cap-
italists. Listen to the voice of
freedom ecalling you. In your
home countries, too, the spirit of
the times is awakening. There

" lutionary people of East

are strikes and demonstrations,
the workers are demanding your
recall. Their ery is Hands Off
Russia.”” You must respond to
the call of your folks at home.
Take the matter in your own
hands and piteh it. You take the
lead and the, people at home
will soon follow and sweep the
gang of ‘eapitalists and landlords
out of power.

You have arms. You know
how to use them. Will you like
slaves use them in defence of
your masters, or will you use
them to help your class be free?
If the former, then know that
yvou will meet with the determin-
ed resistance of the united revo-
and
Central Europe and history will
be your judge. If the latter, then
here’s a hearty welcome into the
ranks of international Labour.
is is war, then? Would ve perish

like drywood in the fire?

Is it peace? Then be ye of us, let
your hopes be our desire.
Come and live, for life awaketh
and the world shall naver tive,
IYor the host goes marching on.
On we march then, we the work-
ers, and ‘he rumour that vou heaar
Is tha sonnd of blended battle,
and deliveranee drawinz aear.
For the Lope of every ereaturec
is the vanner that we bear.
And the world goes marchinz on.

N. LENINM

Presidcent of the Council of
People’s Commissaries.

G. TCHICRERINE.

People’s Commissary for For-
eign Affairs.

Two hundred million Russians will decide
what they want to do without help from us.
The sooner the people of this country instruct
their official-employes to mind the business
of this country, the better it will be for the
United States.—Washington Times.

Herald, Francis Meynell, landed

Yudenitch had ecaptured prison-
ers and he summoned one before
him. (I keep to the bare statement
—1 leave out, so to spealk, the bes-
tial adjectives.) *“What do you
.think T am going to do to you?"
asked the general, a

Men Forced to Hang Selves.
Said the Communist, “Why, hang
us.” “No, you will have to do your

own dirty work,” said the general.
Then the prisoners .were marched
to the waiting gallows, themselves
put the noose each to his own neck,
and jumped from the platform into

YULENITCH HANGS MENTO ENTERTAIN
VISITORS, SAYS ENGLISH WRITER

Leader of Anti-Soviet Army Forces Prisoners to Kill Selves—
11,738 Persons Die in Jails—Butchery Made Possible
by the Aid of England.

The following striking dispatch was among the papers seized by
the police when the special correspondent of the London Daily

at Harwich recently. His papers

were later returned to him intact by the authorities.

HELSINGFORS, Oct. 14.—I arrived here two weeks ago from
the district in whi*h Yudenitch is operating against Petrograd, and
although | was not able to go up to his lines, I had learned enough
of his white terror to make me share the astonishment of the
London Times correspondent at his forbearance in hanging
27 Bolshevik commissars of a batch of prisoners.

For the fact, openly boasted of, is that Communist prisoners are
everywhere execuSed out of hand without any effort at justification,
and without even the pretense of a trial.

I will tell a tale as it was told to me, with evident appreciation,
by a Black Russian officer met casually on a journey.
another told by an American officer.

only

And

mid-air. thankful to be their own
masters to the end.

My American acquaintance was
lunching with Colonel Balahovitch
of the Yudenitch army.
rose to go, the colonel urgently
pressed him to stay till 4 o’clock.
He had protested that he could not
—he had an early appointment.

Hanging as Entertainment.

“Ah! but it’'s a hanging at 4
o’clock,” said the colonel. “Though”
(as an after-thought), “if you really
cannot stay, we’ll have it now.” And
they did. Four Communists were
brought out and hanged.
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An American

“Veoice From Northern Russia”

%
soldier vho

will recite his experiences, on

Sunday, Dec. 21st -- Woodman Hall

has recently returned from

When he !chuplain to 70 men executed hecause

hundred delegates, from

serious business.

movement, all in seven

How long are the rank
going to allow themselv
leaders? How long.

The A. F. of L. Convention, consisting of two

all parts of the country,

was held this week in Washington, D. C.

 When you realise the necessity for some action
being taken, to counteract the high-cost of living
and the vicious legislation now being enacted,
you would expect the Conference to get down to
The Conference dealt with the
various strikes and threshed out the new political
party issue. All in SEVEN HOURS. Delegates
from all over the country, met in Washington and
dealt with matters of vital importance to the labor

hours.
and file of the A. F. of L,
es to be fooled by their

O Lord, how long?

After all, if a man cannot in these
regions get a liqueur with his cof-
fee he must find some stimulating
substitute___

These two tales are symbolical of
what Churchill’s Russian policy in-
volves. They are no worse than a
multitude of others of which I had
evidence. They represent the almost
hourly occurrences in a thousand
devastated places of the Russian
war. And they are made possibly by
the fhever-ceasing assistance which
Engiand is giving fo the Black Rus-
sian pariies.

In Helsingfors T held in my hand
a knout made of a piece of eleciric
cable with which the Finnish Whites
had flogzed two men fo death.

I gpoke with a man—himself sen-
tenced to a long term of imprison-
ment—who acted as a kind of

they were Socialists.
tales of the terror which are un-
répeatable. I saw its effect visible
still upon a thousand faces casually
met.in the . sireets.

And I heard

Sugar ftor Horses: Human Starve,

I learned that when the tiroops
of Von der Goliz, whose aid was
invited by Mannerheim, had beaten
the Finnish reds, the sentries out-
side his hotel in Helsingfors had

chocolate pressed upon them and

1

| while

!‘chﬂdrnn were dying of starvation.

B8 in Finland—who was sentenced to
!mam‘ vears of imprisonment.

B tion to the revolution before it he-
P8 san and after it came,” he said,

ARCHANGEL e

B Whita artillery,
women wrung
E: “Yes see, I even cried for a fort-

B

The lecture will commence at 8 p. m. PRGMPT. If you are there after eight o’clock,
then do not blame anyone else but yourself, Come early and secure a sezt.
35
“MIKE” MURPHY, The fighting Boston Policeman is ceming! ‘Mike” was one of
®l  the organizers of the Boston Police Strike. He is a witty speaker and also knows the
B whole truth about the sirike. “Are you winning Mike?” “Winning, ses you. Its a walk-

cver for the boys.”

Mike speaks in the Wocodman Hall, Sunday Dec. 28th, 8 p. m.

Ing.

On Xmas Day there will be a festival in the afternoon and even-
All members-and friends of the local should attend. There
will be a good time for everybody, ‘ncluding the children.

body who is anybody will be there.
noon and evening, Xmas Day. FILACE. Woodman Hall.

WILL YOU?

Every-
TIME. After-

MEERPEEE N T E Y.

DO NOT FORGET SUNDAY EVENING LECTURE. THE EVENT
OF THE SEASON. Loaise Bryaxs, Ben Glow
fcllow.  Also George Andgeytc!a_iﬁe.
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E' to their help Von der Gollz and his
{ German forces, and with his help

B the
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B8 sovernment lasted precariously uniil
; the end of April.

E entirely orderly,

rather than a “red”.
=
. Soviet authorities admitted the death
E erimes against the revolulion.

_! computed to have lost 10,000 mcn,
B But the reds murdered their en

" to the number of 600 and 1,200 —
i the first the Socialist estimate, the

i nary,

their horses a surfeit of gugar,
Socialist men, women and

I spoke also with Secretary Tay-
nyo of the Social Democratic party
—Derhaps the only absolute pacifist

“That was for my constant opposi-

“When I was amnesiied I said T

never commit that erime
Woman Cries for Fortnight.

I saw the walls battered by the
spoke with
brutalities.

and
by its
night. o=

A vear ago the white terror ended.
It ended after six months of but-
chery caleulater butchery, In Jan-
917, had been the
revelution Finland. Its

there

Soviet in

Finnish
In He

Revolution Bloodless.
singfors, the ecapital, it

was

entirely bloodless,

I have, heard the eriticisin

that it

indeed,
was a

Sopto 1y
pink

revolution |
In no part of the country had the
D

sentence, even for the highest

In actual fighting the reds

are

and the Whites an equal number,

scecond the
Mannerheim and his Whites

present government's.
alled

Socialists were overthrown. Then

11,783 Persons Die in Jails,
to delve into the past records of
man’s infamy, but because it has a
present effect, and, as I have proved
to myself in Esthonia, a terrible les-
son for the immediate future.

It would be easy for the coldest
pen ito write burning words about
these things; but I will do some-

thing else; I will quote simply
certain sentences from the official
government defense of the terror,

and certain statistics eollected by a
judicial committee up the
present social democratic party (the
mildest social demoeratic party in
Europe), authenticated one by one
in every village and town of the
land.

First, then, for the government's
statement:

“On May 1, 1918, there were in
all 63 prison camps, containine #
total of 74,000 prisoners, eharced
with high treason. By Marech 31,
1919, the total number of deaths
had reached 11,782, of which 2.010
prisoners had died in the prison
hospitals and 2,773 suddenly in the

got by

camps.

During that period 56,452 prison-
ers had been released and 209
escaped. Finally, the speaker ems=

phasized the fact that only 551 had
died of hunger, and 980 of genecral
delibity.”

In other words, rather more than
one in six of the total prisoners died
—a state of affairs later justified in
the debate from which I have quoted
by an official spolkesman on the
precedent of the British treatment of
interned Boes.

18,300 Executed Without Trial.

So much for prisons. And for
“‘exdcutions’”? The inquiry of the
social democratic party shows one
by ,hat 18,300
people were executed either without
trial or by mock court-martial.

Here, too, the government spoles-

one, case by case

man, to be sure, has his justifica-

tion; Here, too, it is a British one,
With the humility of a disciple he
refers to the rebels, and those sus-
pected of sumpath g with them,

in the Indian mutiny.
In March, 1919, the elections to

lhe Diet were held. The terror
was over the country then, even
more than it is no

Some 30,000 Socialists had been

murdered, in the field or in prison

came the white terror.

camps. Very many thousands had
fled to TRussia. Other thousands
were in jail. A number, estimated
| variously at hetween 650,000 and
75,000 had been deprived of their
voting powers by trial.

Another 100,000, perhaps—the
ficure is necessarily an estir o
were 1 q s becso e they had

parish relief - during the

iy election address

ocratic party was

mhber in consider-

that the total

poulation of the ccuntry is three

1 iy

The resgult, in spite of all? The
Social Democrats wera returned to
the Diet 80 strong out of a total

i ST

1 on page 3.)
»
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A Merry Chirtsmag and z Happy New Year to all 8pecials—Cigars—Candy for Christmas 4 A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year fo all our
customers and friends, oustomers and friends.
3
0SCAR  WICKSTROM ’» —
. A Y. LITMAN ; ' .
1605 W, Superior Street. .
1331 W. Superior St W 1903 W. Superior St.
Dealer in Mens & Boys Furnishingg 2 F. Keil, Prop.
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To all customers and friends & Merry Christmas and &
anpy New Year
~ GUST IN J. C. ECKMAN
Ph'ot'ographer CAR.L Fn LOFF News—Cigars—Candy—Billiards
i
; 2015 W. Superior St. 1922 W. Sup. St
24 N. 2ist Ave, W, _ | it
¢ E I'owling—Cigzars—Cigaretts—Candies—Soft Drinks and 5
? . Waffle Parlor
DULUTH FAIR AND COFFEE CO. ; *
&
| 0. P. LANGDAHL ‘
CHAS OlSON . . 2518 West Third Street Phone Lin. 200-A E 3
Tailor Tailor For Swenska & Norska Julbord &
Bondost, Kummingost, Hardtack, Anchovis and Gaffelbitar $
22 N. 20th Ave. W. 18 N. 21st Ave. W. from Sweden, Lingonsylt, Figs' feet, Herring, Gothenburg f
Medvurst, Coffee, Sugar, Groceries, China, Cut Glass, Silver- :
{ ware efe. }
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&A $ y : z We wish vou a Merry Xmas and Happy New Year {
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| | GQift Question WEST END SHOE WORK 2 =
)
by Getting a Pair of z LEVINE'S -
Our Nifty “Kicks”’ :
) i y ; Johnson & Brawn a1t W ot g :
{% § ' g 2508 W. 3rd St. ; $4
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Vo DR. PAUL J. WENTWORTH |
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% i L ? STACK BUILDING o
g § ? BAR l SHOE STORE § 2029—2031 West Superior Street Duluth, Minn. § §
> : ‘ or private enfrance 10-12-14 Norih 21st Avenue West
{ Tow Rent Makes Low Prices at Our Store. 12 .\T.' G Ao * § g
: 2y
: i THE MGDEL SﬂoE STﬁRE s Good Shoes for the whole family at reasonable prices, Telephone Melrose 4586 Zenith 1175 Residence Hemlock 1296 é :
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for every-one

Wishing you all a

odefaelolotatotelclodolatotatototetelefetotetogatalofetotob  Rote ot Lok Tatat. X ol

Gifts

S

e |

and a prosperous New Year

in the Family

Merry Christmas

&
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e

= —CHRIS
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at Woodman Hall, 21st Ave. W.

9 to 12 p. m. Music by Gravsir

DANCE

e

L T O O

TMAS

& 1st Str. Dec. 25th 1919 from

om, Nordin, Wigren & Pearson.

Everybody welcome.

Admission 75¢ for Gents.

il uumuuwlumwmumnmmmmummwuuﬂummwmm|mmlwnlnmmﬂlmnmmuwmwmmmmﬂmmq.

Ladies 25c.
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Hungry Go To

Oliver Restaurant

2009 W. Superior St.
for geod things to eat.

0. F. Wennerlund

Jeweler

Best Watches and
Jewelry

i At Lowest Prices §
- |i. Sero St

PURE MILK

OUR MILK CONTAINS
THE CREAM AND IS
GUARANTEED

JENS NILSEN,

We serve from 25th Ave,
W. to Piedmont.

1914 W. 10th St
Lin. 479-D

Y R A A TR N, §

Olson & Hoppenyan

Phone, Lin. 10 lmne Me]
UNDERTAKER S

2014 Weat Superior !met

Tw‘g Temarkable
ﬂlotozraphs of
Rolm't Smllhe,
tho . great, British
Labor \Leader,

d his, message
of greeting to the
i.vgqgkeu"of Amer-
Jica.

- 3 ¥ T O

On “the news™ stlmh 20¢.

_ “Pittshurg’ or
a- (“wﬂl the A- F

: .o The Cossack }; America,” by Art Young

'mm-:..uu Square;”
o ator, nion Square, New York

ing with the _.__________ _number,’.

Petrograd” by Floyd Dell.
. of L. - fight or” “surrender?”)

An amazing personal narrative by Robert Minor of |

marmthms,revenlmgtbemteuceofmlntemhond Police.

b e
by Walter G. Ful-
ler,'a story of the
British, Trades
Union Congress
held “in Glasgow
last September,
deocnbmg Smillie

in action.

his Tecent mysteri-

find §____. Send the Liberator,

m=aa]

guaranteed
Also dealer in tires.

Phone Melrose 7556

A A A~

| ALVEN TRANSFER |
COMPANY

GENERAL DRAYING
PIANO AND
FURNITURE MOVING

Phone: Calumet 311
4031 W. Sixth St.
Duluth, Minn.

SAVE MONEY

JEWELRY and WATCHES
SOLD AND REPAIRED

\ -— Py =
M. GOLD & COMPANY,
1619 North Bth Street,
OGDEN b542-X%,

SUPERIOR. WIS.

ERCKSON

alished 1893 2
GROCERIES AT WHOLE- §
SALE & RETAIL

2029—31 W. 3rd St.
LIN. 366; MEL. 421,

West End
Shoe Works

Johnson & Brawn

Our new location
2808 W. 3rd St.
First class shoe
repairing.

Lincoln 35-D.
T e T O T S N ST

BATHS AND SHOWER BATHS

Hotel Rex Barber Shop

R. P. JENTOFT, Prop.
10—CHAIR SHOP=—10

2001 W. Superior SAt., Basement
DULUTH, MINN

ARSI,
A. HANSON
& COMPANY

Hardware, Paints, Olls, Auto
Accecssories and Sporting
Goods.

21 and 23 North 21st Ave. W.

Twin Ports Glass Co.

1906 WEST SUPERIOR ST.
Window Glass for Rexidences,
Plate and Leaded Glass.
Resilvering Mirrors.
Picture Frames and

Moldings
Pietnres Enlarged

All kinds of Paints and Varnish.

Windshields for Autos at lowest
price.

Wa buy and sell all kinds of Of-
fice and Store Fixtures,

MELROSE 338

MAIl, ORDERS GIVEN PROMPT

il e i
|

A reagonable price on Stoves,
Heaters, Furniture, Kitchen
utensils and Gen. Line of Dishes
at the

Duluth Furniture Co.

1903 W. Superior St.

e
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§ | Em
Successor to Brawn |E
-
FANCY SHOE WORKS
21 N. 20th Avenue W. =
Lin. 808-X. Duluth. § awaiting you,
: ﬁ - -
EEEEE

SPECIAL

FOR THIS WEEK

Suits & Overcoais
from $15.00 to $45.00

Yohnson Clothing Store
2908 W. Third Street.

Sweater or a Jersey from

15 per cent of on all Boys Suits.

Keep your children warm, buy thém a

__________ $1.50 ., $4.00

15 per cent off on all Boys Suits.

&

Do your Christmas shopping at

The Store where the workers trade,

Dec. 31st, 1919, commencing * p. m.

1829—31 W,

SEEEDEBEEREEDCEERER
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VNN A

Sup.

Jil

A Christmag Gift is

Str,

A D

LOOK!

Dont forget that The Scandinavian Local are going to give a
great New-Year celebration, at Woodman Hall, Wednesday, Eve,

A~

Good program and speakers,
Full particulars will appear in next issue, so wateh for it.
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POLITICAL

CURRENTS

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1919,

By LENIN

o Speech delivered by Lenin to the Plenary Setting of the Central Executive Commitiee of the Russian Soviels.

Comrades.—The subject of the present report I have
already expounded in the article on the immediate
tasks of the Soviet Power which appeared in the Press
on Sunday. I therefore assume that the majority of
those present are familiar with it.
need not repeat myself, The theme of the article on
the immediate tasks of the Soviet Power is but an
amplification of the resolution already adopted by the
All-Russian Congress of Soviets in Moscow on Mareh
16th, This resolution did mot limit itself to the then

paramount question of Peace, but also emphasised the

chief fask of the present moment; the task of organisa-
tion, sclf-diseipline, and the struggle with disorganisa-
11011,

It seems to me that lately our political eurrents have
flown in that direction; and I therefore think that in a
polemical form it will be easiest to emphasise clearly
what I endeavoured to ouiline in my article on im-
mediate tasks. :

Comrades, in order to estimate correetly, let us
endeavour to survey all the political currents as a whole,
for only thus can we guard against mistakes when
forming our conclusion on each separate case. We can,
of course find any number of precedents in support of
no matter what sitnation, but only by examining all the
currents in their entirety and their interdépendence shall
we be abl2 to make an attempt to explain the conneetion
between the future of the political eurrents in the coun-
try and the future of eldss interests, which are always
an outeome of all serious and vast political movements.

As T survey the important political movements in
Russia, T observe that they are elearly and indisput-
ably divided into three large groups. In the first we
have the whole boureeoisie, having closely amalgamated,
as one man, for a determined—nay, unreasoning—opposi-
tion 1o the Sowviet Power. The word ‘‘opposition,”’ as
applied in this instance, ean, of course, only be used in
mverted commas, for we have_ here a frenzied struggle,
which at once attracted to. the side of the bourgeoisie
all those lower middle-class Parties which were in
agreement with Kerenski through the whole period of
the revolution. The Mensheviki, the Novozhisnentzie
(Party of “The New Life’’), and the social revolution-
avies of the Right have surpassed even the bourgeoisie
“in the wvirulence of their attaeks uwpon us. But the
fierceness of the attacks and the londness of the hark
are often in converse proportion to the strengih of the
political party. from which they converse. The whole
bourgeoisie, with all its satellites and servants of the
type of Tchernoff and Tseretelli, have united in their
mad attacks on the Soviet Power. They are all hankering
after the pleasant prospect of concluding, like their
friends and fellow politicians in the Ukraine have, a
peace which would enable them, with the help of Ger-
man bayonets and the patriotic hourgeoisie. to destroy
the influence of the Bolsheviki. ‘This faet is too
well known, A fine illustration of sueh friends we have
in Tehkhenkeli in the Claucasus.

This is orly natural. It is clear that the proletariat
eonld not expeet anything else, onee they had assumed
power and had begun to put into foree the dictatorship
of the workers against the oppressors and exploiters.
In this case we have but one plan—a single and united
front. When we are offered the chimera of a single
democratic front, I always ask myself—at least, wllxen
I have the pleasure of reading or even casually glaneing
through such papers as ‘‘Naart Viek,’’ “Dieis Naroda..”
eic.—"*What else do you want for a single democratie
front? You have here the complete unity.’”’ And we
cammot but rejoice at it, considering that this unity of
front, from Miliukoff to Martoff, would deserve to
receive on the 1st of May a testimonial for its splendid

Jolshevik propaganda.

Comrades, let us examine now another and an op-
posite camp; we shall find there none but our own
arty of Communist Bolsheviki. Owing to the trend of
events, it has come to pass that during the greater part
of the post-Oetober period our allies, the social revo-
lutionaries of the Lieft, have at present eeased to take
an active part in the Government. Their recent Congress
has brought to the surface more clearly than ever the
waverings and indecisions of the party.

If, taking the period before the split of the Soeialist
Revolutionaries into a Right and Left wing, you were io
analyse month by month, beginning with February, 1917,
with whom this party was siding—the proletariat or the
bourgeoisie—you would eome to the sad eonelusion that
the Socialist Revolutionary Party was subjeet to the
fluetuations in temperature of a fever patient.

Assuredly, hardly any other Party in the history of
the revolution has vacillated to such an extent.

When we study these three fundamental currents,
we see quite clearly, that this is not an aecidental group-
ing, but that it fully bears out what already in 1915 we
Bolsheviki pointed out from abroad, when we received
the first news that the revolutionary movement in Rus-
sia was growing—that the revolution was inevitably, and
when we had to explain the attitude of our Party in
the event of it coming to power whilst the war was
still going on. We said then: ““Tt is possible for the
revolution to be completely vietorious if, at the decisive
moment, thg leading elements in the lower middle elass
should side with the proletariat.” This has actually
happened. Sueh was and is the trend of the Russian
Revolution. 1In. these waverings of the lower middle
elass there is no reason for pessimism or despair. But
it is imevitable that in the country which has been the
first to rise against the imperialist war; in the country
which, mainly owing to its baekwardness, has been
placed by events for a short peviod ahead of the other
more advanced countries, the Revolution must in the
near future live throngh most trying and painful times.
It would be preposterous to expeet that in such times
it would have no waverers in its ranks. To expeet, it
would only prove ihat neither the elass struggle nor
the nature of parties and political groups had been
taken into account. ; :

When we consider all the political eurrents in Rus-
sia from the point of view of the immediate tasks of or-
ganization, discipline, finance, and control, we pereceive
a very definite grouping; and we see that the group
which constitutes the single demoeratic front

to Martoff, does not make the least attempt to appreciate

the opportunity to ik §

Consequently I .

more complimentary to us, to find even some vestige
of a possibility of overthrowing the Soviet Power.
Unfortunately, it is just those represenfatives of the
Social Revolutionaries of the Left who had shown the
greatest energy, imitiative, and devotion to the revolu-
tion who were the first to waver on this question of
the immediate tasks of the present moment; the tasks
of proletarian discipline, finance, organization, and
contrel; those tasks which became essential to Socialists
as soon as the workers and peasahts had assumed power,
and had repulsed the military attacks of the Kerenskis,
Krassnoffs, Korniloffs, Guegueteoris, and Alexieffs.
Now, when we have reached the very core of the
Revolution, the question is: Will proletarian discipline
and organisation gain the upper hand, or will the power
be seized by lower middle-elass eapitalists, who are
particularly strong in Russia?
~ Our lower middle-elass opponents will wage their
chief battle against us on the field of home politics and
economic reconstruction. their weapon is sabotage in
connection with everything which the proletariat or-
dains and endeavours to bring about for the establish-
ment of an organized Socialist Commenwealth. On this
field the element of bourgeois capitalism and boundless
selfishness reveals itself as the determined enemy of the
proletariat. And in the attitude which the lower bourg-
eois took up towards all the events of the revolution
we see their complete disagreement with us; it is only
natural that, precisely in this eamp, we find the ehief
opposition to the accomplishment of the immediate tasks
of the moment; here we have the oppesition of people
who agree with us on the question of principle, who

support us on guestions which are more vital than those |

which they eriticise—it is and opposition eombined with
support.

‘When we see suech a political phenomena as the

agreement of the ‘“Znamia Truda’’ with certain phases
of Bolshevism -and with some formulas of the Men-
sheviki—whose policy was a coalition with Kerenski—
then we mmst look for something that will throw light
on the real meaning of these attacks. It behoves us to

take account of the attacks, bécause by argning with

these opponents we shall be able to put the true value
on the prineipal tasks of the Soviet Power. The ar-
gument is interesting, because it exemplifies the Marxist
theory. B

In saying that it is interesting fo argue with these
opponents I do not, of conrse, mean that arguing is
interesting “for its own sake, but that the subject of
the dispute eoncerns the most essential, fundamental
questions of the present timeJt is mot a mere aeeident
that the disputes are conducted on these lines. On these
lines runs at present the fundamental task, the task
of the revolutionary proletarian struggle, which is
dictated by the real conditions of Russia, and which
must be fully earried out in face of innumerable and
divercent bourgeois eurrents. It is quite elear that the
proletariat, in spite of all the surrounding diffieultics,
must realise that on this point it eannot make any con-
sidering ‘that the Socialist Revolution, whieh began by
depriving the bourgeoisie of its power, and continued
by breaking the latter’s resistance, makes it a matter
of vital importance, that all questions of proletarian
discipline, the organisation of the workers, businesslike
methods, and the knowledge of great industrial inter-
ests, should be considered. These fuestions #he proletar«
iat must solve in a praetical way; otherwise it will suffer
defeat. In the spheres of these tasks we find the chief
present difficulty of the Socialint Revolution. That
is why it is so interesting, so important, in the histerical
and political use of the word to argue with the repre-
sentatives of the group of Communists of the Left, al-
though in examining their position, theory, we see
absolutely nothing—T1 reiterate, and am going to prove
it—but mere bhourgeois waverings. Our comrades of the
group of Communists of the Left, no ma<tter by what
name they go, are striking at their own doetrines. T
assume that this is known to the majority of those pre-
sent, because since March, even in Bolshevist eireles,
their deetrines have been discussed ; even those who have
not studied their politieal propaganda liferature eounld
not help knowing of the doctrines from the debates at
the All-Russian Congress of Soviets.

In their docirines, as in those of the Social Revo-
lutionaries of the Left, we see precisely what we see in
the camp of the Right: the camp of the bourgeoisie,
from Miliukoff down to Martoff, who find the present
“‘misfortunes’” of Russia extremely hard to bear, from
the point of view of the loss of her autocratic power,
of her transformation from a nation and Power of
oppressors into a country of oppressed. When it be-
comes necessary to decide the question (not only on

. paper but by action) whether the hard path which Teads

to Socialism and the initial hardships of the Soeialist
Revolution are worth even the heaviest defeats as far
as the country’s sovereignty and national independence
are. coneerned, our disagreement is strongest. It is
elear fo us that, while the imperialists are waging a
mad struggle for the partition of the world, it is impos-
sible for many nations which were formerly dominant
to escape heavy defeat. Conseious Soeialists must and
will aceept such trials, no matier how heavy they may
weigh upon humanity. On this point the Social Revolu-
tionaries of the Left, as well as the Communists of the
Left, have shown the greatest indecision.

They pay the greatest attention to the question of the
peace. They endeavour to prove that this peace was
the manifestation of the psychology of worn-out and
demoralised masses. They continually remind us that
at the veting on the question of peace 18 votes were
against and 28 for the conclusion of peace. But should
not one, in recalling the voting six weeks ago, examine
the figures a little more eclosely? If we were to give
any political significance to this voting, then should
not we take eognisance of the voting of the All-Ukrai-
nian Congress of Soviets? Before stating that fhe heal-
thy South was against, and the exhausted, demoralised,
industrially weakened North was for peace, should not
one recall the voting of the majority of sections of the
All-Russian Congress of Soviets, at which Tess than a
tenth of the votes were against peace? If we are to
quote figures, and give them a political significance, we
must take political ballots as a whole, and then we shall
see that the parties which had learned certaain watch

- eoisie, and

I R e

ing and exploited masses, the workers, soldiers, and
peasants, did not reject peace. As to the demoralised
elements, it is precisely the demoralised ‘‘intelligentsia’’
who were against peace, but the masses of toilers were
all on our side on that question. Certainly the peace
we h.a‘ve concluded is extremely unstable, and there is
no doubt whatever that the respite which has been
given us can be interrupted any day from the West,
as well as from the East. Our international position
is so critical that we must strain every nerve in order
to remain in power as long as possible, so as to give
time for the development of the Western Revolution,
which is growing much more slowly than we expeected
aud wished, but nevertheless is growing; undoubtedly it
is imbibing and gathering more and more inflammable
material,

It we were the first to come to the front as a sepa-
rate division of the world’s proletariat, it is not be-
cause this division is better organised. No, it is inferior,
weaker, less organised than others; but it would be
absurd and pedantie to argue, as many do: “Yes, if the
start were made by the most organised division, follow-
ed first by the less organised, and then by the third
best-organised, then we would all willingly become the
advocates of the Soeialist Revolution. But since things
have happened not aceording to rule and the vanguard
was not supported by the other divisions, the Revolu-
tion is doomed to failure.”” We reply: No, our task
is to reform the whole organisation; and further, in view
of our isolation, to maintain the Revolution, to pre-
serve in it some form of Socialism, no matter how wealk
and limited, while the Revolution is maturing in the
other countries, while the other divisions are getting
ready. To expect from history that it will put in
motion the Soeialist divisions of the different countries
in a strict graduation and according to plan is either
to show complete ignorance of the revolution or to re-
fuse to support the Socialist Revolution for no other
reason than one’s own stupidity. At this moment, when
‘Wwe occupy a firm position in Russia, and have not
strength for the fight against international imperialism,
we have only one task and one policy: it can be termed
the policy of tacking, waiting, and retreating. I know
very well that these words cannot claim popularity,
that they lend themselves to a double interpretation
&nd fo the linking together with the word ‘‘coalition.’’
Thus they can lead to no end of piguant deduetions,
and to all sorts of reeriminatious and raillery. But if
our opponents—the bourgeois of the Right, our recent
friends, the Social Revolutionaries of the Left, and our
friends of yesterday, to-day and to-morrow, the Com-
munists of the Left—were to use all their batteries of

‘ wit against us, and to give us any number of proofs

of the virtue of their indeecisions (which they cannot
deny), these would have no effect upon us whatever, for
events have proved us right. - We have had a respite,
because the imperialist war slaughter is still going on,
and in the Far Fast the rivalry is growing. These facts
alone can explain the continued existence of the Soviet
Republic.

We shall neither he protected by any scrap of paper,
by any peace treaty, nor because we do not desire fo
fight with Japan. If Japan should find it necessary,
she will rob us, in spite of all treaties and obligations.
We shall be protected, not by a scrap of paper, not
by ‘‘the state of peace,”” but by the continuation in the
West of the struggle between the two giants of impe-
rialism and by our own steadfastness, We have not
forgotten the fundamental Marxist teaching, which has
been fully confirmed by the Russian Revolution; one
must calculate one’s strength in tens of millions; smaller
numbers do not eount in politics, and are rejected as a
negligible quantit:.

The International Revolution, viewed in this light,
makes the situation perfectly clear; a backward country
ean revolt quicker, beeause its opponent is rotten to
the core, its middle class is not organised; but, in order
to continue the revolution, a backward country will
require immediately more circumspection, prudence, and
endurance. In Western Europe it will be quite differ-
ent; there it is mueh more diffienlt to begin, but it
will be much casier to go on. This eannot be other-
wise, because there the proletariat is better organised
and more closely united.

In the meantime, we stand alone, and in calenlating
our strength we must realise that as long as the Furo-
pean Revolution, which would =olve all our difficulties,
has not broken out, our enly ehance of existence is the
eontinuation of the struggle between the international
giants of imperialism. In eoncluding peace we took
full aceount of this chance. The peace ean be broken
to-morrow, but while it continues we must in our
external policy continue the tactics adopted in March,
and expressed in the words: “‘To tack, to retreat, and
to wait.”” When we hear from the lips of the Commun-
ists of the Left the words, ‘“Active external poliey’’;
when the expression, ‘“The defence of the Soeialist
Katherland,”” appears in inverted eommas, as intended
to be ironical, then I say to myself: These people have
not in the least understood the position of the Western
proletariat. They are reverting to the point of view of
the vaeillating lower bourgeoisie, which sees in the Revo-
lution the guarantee of a particular order,
~ International interdependence says quite clearly: Only
a madman ean imagine that the task of dethroning in-
ternational imperialism can be fulfilled by Russian
alone. While in the West the Revolution is maturing,
and is making appreciable progress, the task before us
is as follows: We, who in spite of onr weakness are
in the forefront, must do all in our power to retain the
oceupied positions. ;

All other considerations must be subopdinated to the one
endeavour: to make full use of the chance which enables
us to exist, in order to be able at the moment when the
international imperialism unifes against us to ward off
the blow for a few weeks. If we aet thus we shall
tread the path approved by every class-conscious worker
in the European countries, who knows that Franee and
England have been learning for centuries what we be-
gan to learn only since 1905. Every class-conscious Eu-
ropean worker knows that the revolution grows bat
slowly amongst the free institutions of a united bourg-
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and England. Till then, sad contrary to revolutionary
traditions as it may be, our only possible lactics are
to wait, to tack, and to retreat, When people say that
we have no foreign international policy, I say: “‘All
other policy tends, consciously, or unconsciously, towards
making Russia the weapon of an alliance with imperial-
ists of the type of Ichkhenlkeli and Semenoff.”” We say
that it is best to live through and to suffer great na-
tional humiliations and hardships, in order to maintain
our post as a Socialist division, forced by the trend of
events to await in solitude until the Socialist Revolution
in other eountries comes to its help. And the revolution
in other countries is coming to our help, slowly but
surely. The war now taking its course in the West
is revolutionising the masses; the time of revolt is ap-
proaching. I have dwelt on foreign policy longer than
I intended, because it seems to me that it is just in this
domain that the two prinecipal lines of conduet are
most elearly shown—on the one hand, the proletarian
poliey, which considers the Socialist Revolution the
best and objective, and takes account of the revolution-
ary movement in the Western countries; and on the
other, the bourgeois poliey, which has for its highest
ideal, imperial power and national independence.

On internal questions we are met with identical ar-
guments from the Communists of the Left and the bourg-
eoisie. For instance, the chief argument of the Com-
munists of the Left against us is that in our policy
there are signs of a tendency towards the Bolshevism of
the Right, which, they say, will lead to State Capital-
ism. It is this evolution towards State Capitalism—this
evil, this enemy, which we are anxious to fight against.
When I read this kind of stuff in the Press of the
Communist of the Left, T eannot help wondering what
has made these people forsake realily for formulas.
Reality says that State Capitalism would be a step for-
ward for us; if we were able to bring about in Russio
in a short time State Capitalism it would be a victory
for us. How could they be so blind as not to see that
our enemy is the small capitalist, the small owner?
How could they see the chief enemy in State Capital-

ism? In the transition peried from Capitalism to Social-

ism our chief enemy is the small bourgeoisie, with its
economic customs, habits, and position. The small owner,
more than anyone else, is afraid of State Capitalism,
for his one idea is to grab for himself as much as poss-
ible, to ruin, to exterminate, the big owners and ex-
ploiters. That is why the small owner readily supports
us so far. On this point he is more revolutionary than
the workers, because he is more vindicetive. Therefore he
willingly co-operates in the fight against the upper
classes—not as a Socialist, in order to build up after the
defeat of the big owner a Socialist Commonwealth, on
the basis of firm proletavian diseipline, organization,
and confrol; but in order to reap the fruits of the
vietory in his own interest, and regardless of the eom-
bon interests of the toilers as a whole.

What is State Capitalism in the hands of the Soviet
Power? To bring about State Capitalism at the present
time means to establish that eontrol and order formerly
achieved by the prepertied classes. We have in Ger-
many an cxample of State Capitalism, and we know that
she proved our superior. If you would only give a little
thought to what the seeurify of such State Socialism
would mean in Russia, a Soviet Russia, vou would re-
eognise that only madmen whose heads are full of
formulas and doecirines ean deny that State Socialism
is our salvation. If we possessed it in Russia the transi-
tion to complete Socialism would be easy, becanse State
Socialism is centralisation, control, socialisation—in fact,
everything that we lack. The greatest menace to us is
the opportunism of the small bourgeoisie, which, owing
to the history and the economies of Russia, is the best
organised class, and which prevents us from taking this
stop, on which depends the suceess of Socialism.

I wish to remind yon that I wrote about State Social-
ism a few days before the upheaval, when a Revolution-
ary-Demoeratic Government of Kerenski Tehernoff, Tser-
etelli, Kishin, and others of that ilk was eontemplated:
a Government which rested, and eould only rest, on
a bourgeois basis. I said then that State Capitalism is
a step towards State Socialism. I wrote that on October
20th, 1917, and again in April, 1918, after the proletariat
had assumed power in October. Many factories and work-
shops are confiscated, financial concerns and banks are
nationalized, the resistance of the militant bourgeoisie
and of those indulging in sabotage is broken. And
now, after all this, to frighten us with capitalism! This
is such a ludicrous and preposterous absurdity and in-
vention that one cannot help wondering how it was
possible to coneeive if. They have left out of considera-
tion of mere trifle, namely, that in Russia we have a
numerous small bourgeoisie which is in favour of the
extermination of the upper bourgeoisie in all eountries,
but is not in favour of socialisation and control at home;
and in this cousists the great danger for the Revolution,
The small bourgeoisie permeates the social atmosphere
with mean ‘‘possessive’’ tendencies and aims, which can
be summed up in the phrase: “Well, I have taken from
the wealthy, and the others are no concern of mine.’”’
It is precisely this attitude which constitutes the great
danger. The domination of the small bourgeoisie by
the other classes and by State Capitalism should be wel-
comed by every elass-conscious worker, because State
Capitalism under Kerenski’s democratic regime would
mean a step towards Socialism, and under the Soviet
Government almost eomplete socialism.

My statement that in order to properly understood
one’s task one should learn Socialism from the promotes
of Trusts aroused the indignation of the Communists
of the Left. Yes, we do not want fo teach the
Trusis; on the contrary, we want to learn from them.
But the economists of the Left want to teach the Trusts.
What is it you want to teach them? Perhaps it is
Socialism. Do you mean to say that you are going to
inculeate Socialism into merchants and business men?
Well, if you feel inclined to undertake that job, do so,
by all means; but we ars not going to join you in this
impossible tasks. We have nothing to import to these
engineers (this word is used in Russian in a more re-
stricted senmse than in English; a Russian engineer 1s a
man with a higher edueation equivalent to a four or
five years University course), business men, and mer-
chants. If we had a bourgeoisis revolution they could

unless is might be how and where
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The landowners and bourgeoisie must be overthrown.
History will fully justify all the acts of the Bolsheviki
—their entire struggle, the eoercion and expropriation
of the landowners and eapitalists, and the repression of
their opposition. This was only the first step towards
a stupendous historic task. In this task we shall learn
from the Trusts, because our knowledge is limited.

We know all about Socialism, but we do not know
how 1o organise on a large scale, how to manage dis-
tribution, and so on. The old Bolshevik leaders have not
taught us these things, and this is not to the eredit
of our Party. We have yet to go through this course,
and we say: Even if a man is a scoundrel of the deepest
dye, if he is a merehant, experienced in organising pro-
duetion and distribution on a large scale, we must learn
{from him. if we do mot learn from these people, we
shall never achieve Soeialism, and the revolution will
not get beyond ifs present stage.  Social-
ism can only be reached by the development of State
(lapitalism, the careful organisation of finance, eontrol,
and diseipline amongst the workers. Without this there
is no Soeialism.

It is mot our business to undertake the ridieulous
task of teaching the promoters of Trusts; they have no-
thing to learn. They must be expropriated. This can
be done, and we have shown that the task does mot
present any great difficulties. To every deputation of
workers which has come to me complaining that a
factory was stopping work, T have said:

““If you desire the confiscation of your factory, the
decree forms are ready, and I can sign a decree at once.

Sut tell me: Can you take over the management of the
concern? Have you calemlated what you ean produce?
Do rou know the relations of your works with Russian
and foreign markets?’’

Then it has appeared that they are inexperienced in
these matters; that there as nothing about them in the
Bolshevik literature, nor in the Menshevik either.

The workers who base their activities on the
principles of State Socialism, are the most successful.
It is so in the tanning, textile, and sugar industries,
where the workers, knowing their industry, and wish-
ing to preserve and to develop it, recognise with pro-
letarian common, sense that they are unable, at present,
1o cope with such a task, and therefore allot one-third
of the places to the eapitalists, in order to learn from
them. When I read in the Press of the Communists
of the Left the ironical words, ‘“Who knows who will
make use of the other,”” I cannot help wondering at
their shortsightedvess. 1If, after assuming power in
October, and after a victorious campaign against the
whole bourgeoisie from October to April, we can have
any doubts as to who will make use of the other—the
worlkers, or the promoters of Trusts, or viee versa—then
let us strike our tents at once and let us retire, making
room for the Miliukoffs and the Martoffs! But there
is no doubt in this matter. The elasseonseious would
not believe yvou if you expressed sueh a ridiculous fear
until the dictatorship is in the bands of sueh opponents.

Naturally, the difficulties of organisations are en-
ormous, but I do not sce the least reason for despair
and desponding in the faet that the Russian Revelu-

tion, having first solved the easier task—the overthrow
of the landowners and the bourgeoisie -— is now faced

with the more difficult socialist task or organising na-
tional finance and eontrol;.a task which is the initial
stage of Socialism, and is inevitable, as is fully
understood by the majority of class-conscious workers.

Yes, the majority of the befter-organised workers,
educated in the school of trade unionism, are wholly on
our side. Long before the Soviet assumed power, these
trade unionists had worked out a system of management
and discipline. These people have shown that they
understand the condition of labour in factories, and
they have grasped the essence of Socialism better than
those who were full of revolutionary talk, but who in
reality were stooping, consciously or uneonseiously, to
the low level of the small bourgeoisie, whose attitude
was: ‘“We are ready to strike a blow at the rich,
but we do not believe in control and diseipline for our-
selves.””  The small ecapitalists find this superfluons :
!ht‘.\_’ do not want it; and yet self-diseipline and organ-
isation are the only guarantees for the stability of our
Revolution,

Comrades, T will not go into any more derails, but
will say briefly: It * + * when yme
people have worked themselves up to a state in which
they consider the introduction of discipline into the
ranks of the workers as a step backwards. T confess
that T see in this attitude such a sign of reaction, such

menace to the Revolution, that T should consider the
Revolution as lost if it were not for the knowledge that
those who reason thus belong to a small and uninfluen-
tial group, and that no assembly of classeonscions work-
ers would endorse such opinions.

~ The Communists of the Left write as follows: “‘The
introduction of labour discipline, exeept in eonnection
with the re-establishment of capitalism, ecannot increase
the productivity of labour; on the contrary, it will less-
en labour’s self-reliance and organising activities; is
threatens to enslave labour, and to arouse the dissatis-
faction of the most backward classes.”

This is false. Tf it were true then our Revolution.
with its socialist ideals and tasks, would be on the eve
of collapse. But this is not true. The ““intelligentsia’
of the small bourgeoisie, which has lost its status. does
not understand that to secure labour discipline eon-
stitutes Socialism’s greatest dilfieulty. Long ago. in
the distant past, Socialists were writing on this question,
making it the subjeet of the most careful amalysis. for
they understood that this would be the beginning of
the real difficulties of the Socialist Revoluiion.

There have already been revolutions which discarded
the bourgeoisie mercilessly, and quite as energetically as
we have done, but we have gone further in ereating
a Soviet Government. Thus we have shown that we are
stepping from economie independenee to labour seli-
diseipline—that our power must be the power of labour.
The dietatorship of the proletariat does not consist in
the overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the landowners
merely—this has been done in all revolutions — our
dictatership of the proletariat has for its object the
establishment of order, discipline, the productivity of
labour, sound finance, and control of the proletarian
Soviet Power, which is more stable, more firm than
that which preceded it. 1t is essential to make all the
classconsecious workers and n-~esants  eoneent ate all
their energies on this. Yes, by the overthrow of the
bourgeoisie and the landowners we have only eleared
the way; we have not ereeted the strueture of Socialism.
On the soil which has been cleared from one bourgesis
generation, new l}eargeois generation always rise (and
w this), for as long as the soil is eapable
of (it produees bourgeois in plenty. Th

‘“They have grabbed, and now our turn has come,’’
will each one in turn become a source of a new genera-|
tion of bourgeois. When we are told that the introdue-
tion of labour diseipline, in conneetion with the re-
establishment of eontrolled eapitalism, is a menace to the
Revolution. I say: ““These people have not grasped the
socialist character of our Revolution; they are using
arguments identieal with those of the small bourgeoisie,
which fears discipline, organisation, and finaneial con-
trol as the devil fears salvation, The bourgeois pro-
fessional people possess knowledge which we lack. A
elass-conscious worker is not afraid of such guidance,
as he is aware that the Soviet Government is his Gov-
ernment, which will protect him, and he recognises that
in accepting the guidance of the capitalists he is learn-
ing how to organize successfully.

Under the Czar we organised ourselves in hundreds;
unded Kerenski in hundreds of thousands. But this was
onky a trifling effort, and in politics does not eount.
This was preliminary work, sg to speak, a preparatory
elass. Until the workers hawé Jearned how to organise
on a large seale, they are not Socialist, not builders
of a soeialist structure of soeiety, and will not aequire
the necessary knowledge for the establishment of a new
world order. The path of organisation is a long one,
-and the tasks of socialist eomstruective work require
strenuous and continuous effort, with a corresponding
knowledge, which we do not sufficiently possess. It
is hardly to be expected that the even more developed
following generation will accomplish a complete transition
into Socialism. Call to mind what has been wwitten by
former Socialists of the future Soeialist Revolution.
They recognise how difficult it would be to achieve So-
eialism without learning from the promoters of Trusts,
who have organised produetion on a large scale and have
much experience. Our business, is, not to instruet them
in Socialism, but to expropriate them, to break down
their sabotage—and these two tasks we have fulfilled.
We must force them to submit to the econtrol of the
workers. If our crities among the Communists of the
Left have accused us of adopting tacties which lead us
backwards instead of to Communism, I say that their
accusation are ludicrous; they are forgetting that we
are backward in organisation and financial control be-
cause it was very difficult to break down the resistance
of the capitalists and to obtain the serviee of the bour-
geols technical and other experts. We stand in need
of their knowledge, their experience, and their labour;
without them it is impossible to maintain the eunlture
created by the former soeial eonditions, which must serve
as the material basis of Socialism. The Communists of
the Left have not realised this, solely because they do
not understand the realities of life, but evolve their
theories and watchwords by contrasting State Capitalism
with ideal Secialism. We must say to the workers: Yes,
this may be a step backwards, but we must endeavour
to find the way, and the only way is to organise to the
last man, to organise and control production and eon-
sumption, and to ensure that, out of the hundreds of
millions of money sent out by the Mint, not even a
single 100-rouble note should be misappropriated, and
that every note should be acecounted for. This eannot be
accomplished by any revolutionary act or the extermina-
tion of the bourgeoisie. 1t can only be accomplished
by the organisation of workers’ and peasants’ labour,
by management and control. These we do not yet
possess, that is why we have had to pay you higher
wages than the eapitalists; that is why we must learn
all these things. The only road to Sceialism is to teach
the workers how to manage colossal undertakings, and
how to organise production and distribution on a large
scale,

Comrades, T know very well how easy it is to jeer at
a man oceupying a social position when he speaks of
management, eontrol, di=~*-" and self-diccipline. It
is easy to say to him: ‘““When your Party was not in
office it was promising the land of milk and honey to the
workers, but as soon as these people assumed power a
great change came over them; you are beginning to talk
of management, discipline, self-discipline, control.”” I
know very well what splendid material this is for journ-
alists of the type of Miliukeff and Martoff, who use it
in order to develop their own theories, which never-
theless do not arouse much sympathy among class-con-
seious workers.

L

(Comrade Lenin here read several quotations from
his book, ““The State and the Revolution,”” which deals
with the ideas which the Soviet Government is en-
deavouring now to put into practice. In connection
with the review of this book by Comrade Bukharin,
Lenin said:)

In the journal ealled ‘‘The Communist of the Left,’

I found a sympathetic review by a no less distinguished
journalist than Bukharin, but zll that was valuable in
it lost its value for me when I had read the whole
review, I realised that Bukharin missed what was es-
sential, beeause be wrote his review in April, but quoted
from material which was already stale in April, and ap-
peared to be out of date—I mean the quotation, ‘“‘One
must destroy the old State.”” That we have done —
that was yesterday’s task—and we must now go for-
ward; we must look to the future, and must create a
Communist State. He wrote on what is already incor-
porated in the Soviet Organisation, but remained silent
on the question of management, control and discipline.
How identical are the trend of thought and the psyveho-
logy of such people with those of the small bourgeoisie
is e _aplified in their watechwerd: “Down with the
rich but no control.”” That which divides from the class-
eonseiols proletaciat eve =~ pevolution. ry ele-
ments of the small bourgeoisie is the watehword of the
proletariat: ‘‘Let us organise and diseipline ourselves.”’
In this the elass-eonser nroletariat and the Revolu-
tion differ from the small bourgeoisie. We have shown
our strength in the suppression of the landowners and
the bourgeoisie. and now we must show it in connection
with self-diseipline and organisation. This is clear to us
from experience a thousand years old, and we must make
it elear to the people. Yes, organisation and diseipline
are the only strengtl of our Soviet Power, of the labour
dietatorship, and of\ dur proletarian authority: but the
small bourgeoisie are’ shielding themselves from this
truth by revolutionary. phraseology. Yes, the small
bosses and properties are ready to help us proletarians
to everthrow the landowners and ecapitalists, but after
that our roads part. They do not like organisation and
discipline, but after that our rnads part. They do not
like organisation and discipline; they are their enemies.
That is why we must carry on a relentless struggle with
these bosses and proprietors, for in the sphere of organ-
isation lies the beginning of our Socialist building. In
answering thase who insist that they are Soeialist, and
will grant the workers what they want and as much as
does_mt;;v‘ S UPPO e

matter of fact, is too small. A heritage left to us by
capitalism, espeeially in a backward eountry, is the
habit of eonsidering all State and exehequer property as
material for misuse and corruption. The psyehology of
the masses of the small bourgeoisie is making itself felt
at every step, and in this sphere the struggle is a very
diffieult one. Only an organised proletariat can cope
with all this. That is why I wrote: ‘‘Until the higher

strietest control on the part of society and of the State.”’
This I wrote before the October revolution, and I in-
sist on it now.

The time has arrived when, having suppressed the
bourgeoisic and broken its sabotage, we can begin this
work. Before this was done the heroes of the day and
of the revolution were the Red Guards, who were ful-
filling their great historie task. They were taking up
arms without the eonsent of the propertied classes; they
were doing this great historie work in order to over-
throw the exploiters, and to turn their rifles into in-
struments to protect the workers, in order to regulate
labour protection and consumption. As yet we lack
organisation, which is the basis of Socialism. and the
pivot on which it revolves. Those who find sueh work
monotonous and uninteresting are generally found
among the idle elasses of the small bourgeois. 1 say
it again—it was impossible to take up this work until
the Korniloffs, Alexieffs, and Kerenskis were disposed
of. At present the armed resistance of the boumrgeoisie
has been suppressed. Our task is to allot work under
our control to all those who have indulged in sabotage,
to create administrative institutions for the striet su-
pervision and control of all works. The country is going
under for lack of the most elementary conditions of a
normal existence after the war. The enmemies who are.
attacking us are a real menace only in so far as we
have failed to establish order and control. When one
hears hundreds of thousands of just complaints about
famine, and one knows that the cercals are there but
cannot be shifted for lack of transport, and at the
same time one hears jeers and protests on the port
of the communists of the Left against, for instance, such
measures as the railway deerees, one feels inclined to
ask them: “Why do you not present your own Qraft of
a deerce? You are not irresponsible erities like tl‘le
small’ bourgeois, the paltry merchants, who indulged in
sabotage, and only eiticise in order to pour out the vm!s;.
of their wrath. I say it again you are the guides of
the Soviet organisations. Then why not produce your
own decree?’’ But they cannot and never will produee
it, because our railway decree is quite in order, and
the dictatorship which it establishes meets with the ap-
proval of all the responsible railway workers. It is on-
1y opposed by those paltry administrators who gral‘) apd
aceept bribes. It is only the waverers between Soviet
Power and its enemies who eannot make up their minds
abont the decree, which is approved by the proletariat
who learned discipline from the big business concerns,
and know that Socialism is impossible until prm]m:tmn
is organised on a large scale, and umi} a still stricter
discipline is introduced. This proletariat backs us up
in our railway poliey; it will fight the small.b(‘nm‘g(:ms
element, and will demonstrate that the Russian Revo-
lution will learn how to overcome its own lack of organ-
isation, as it has overcome all the other obstacles. From
the point of view of our immediate tasks, our foremost
May Day watchword should he: ““We _have conquered
caﬁitalism. we shall alse econquer our OWnL unpre-
paredness.” Only then Socialism will have achieved a
complete victory.

(Translated from the Official Version in the ‘‘Is-
vestia,”” May 30th, 1918.)

A SLACKER’S CONFESSION
By Henry W. Youmans. (From Nov. 1919 Roycroft)

I am called a slacker. The charge is so true and
my remorse is so acute that I feel impelled to make
this open confession:—

In future years when the rising generation asks:
“What did you do for democracy during the great
war?”" | will be compelled to admit that I was a Slacker.
When the Belgians mowed down the Germans at Liege
in August, 1914, | was delighted. When in September
the French drove the Germans back sixty miles from the
Marne and saved Paris, my joy was as great as that
of any son of France. '

The brutal German atrocities in Belgium and France
filled me with indignation and | was glad when at last
America entered the war. But soon there arose in this
country a series of outrages that have not been equalled
in America since the persecution of the Abolitionists in
1840 to 1860.

Rose Pastor Stokes was sentenced to ten years in
prison for saying: “The Government is for the profiteers,
and | am for the people.”"—

Woodrow Wilson in “The New Freedom'’, said:

*We have come to be one of the worst ruled, one of

the most compleetly controlled and dominated govern-
ments in the civilized world.”. ..

“The masters of the government of the United States
are the combined capitalists and manufacturers of the
United States,” and he got eight years in the White
House. If capitalists were our masters then, are they
any less so now with their multiplied war profits?

And here is where my confession begins. [ have

been silent as a clam through it all.

Loyal farmer's meetings have been broken up by
mobs, their speakers arrested and imprisoned. Tar and
feather parties and deportations were common in
several states because the farmers of the Non-Partisan
League were disloyal to the old party bosses. Strikers
bave been accused of disloyalty and pro-Germanism and
jailed, because they demanded a decent living wage.—

Anyone not blinded by hate, prejudice, or stupidity,
knows that the men and women accused of treason and
given the longest prison terms are the very ones most
famed fortheir extreme hostility to Kaiserism and all that
it stands for the world over; that they are the most
faithful defenders of all human rights that our flag
stands for. 2
_ The real traitors are those who, to hide their own

pay the prostitute press to cry treason and

h_u'
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phase of Communism is reached, Socialism requires the’

THREE STARS FOR LOUISIANA

By CLEMENT WOOD
“There have been two rival factions here (Bogalusa, La., where the
three union men were killed)—the Loyalty League, comprising repre-
sentatives of the principal business interests with the Great Southern
Lumber Company, the builders of Bogalusa, on one hand, and uniom
labor.”—New York Sun, November 23, 1919,

Three stars for Louisiana—three stars dripping with red!
The Loyalty League has done its work, and left three workmen dead!
The Loyalty League has cleansed the place—what more is to be said?

The Loyal Leaguers searched a train—mno *‘‘undesirables’there;
They turned to find a Negro, whose offense was a devil's prayer:
He dared to tell his colored race justice should be their share!

The dastard Negro walked the sireets, a whife man at each hand:
Two labor union members, “red scourges of the land”___
“Give us the nigger, or we'll shoot!” spit out the League’s command.

The white men kept their brother___ The loyal guns spoke out,
Uttering there for Loyaliy a liberty-loving shout,
Till thirty injured, and three men dead, bloodied the road about,

Three stars for Louisiana, raised by its red disgraces
Beside that spot that strangles Debs from the day’s living faces,
Beside the holes where all the rest hallow unholy places!

Thus Loyal Leagues and Legions serve “democracy’s bright plan:

Down with the workman!
or tan—

In loyalty to the dollar, and treachery to Man!

Down with the “red”! Down with the black

; You tried the rest Now eat the best

MAMA BREAD
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GARDEN’S CASH MARKET

MORRIS GARDEN, Prop.
FRESH AND SALTED MEATS

Phone—Zenith, Lincoln 304-Y.
12 North Twentieth Avenue West,

Union “hop.
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SHOES FOR ALL

A person should buy thelr shoes these days at a store
where none but GOOD SHOES are sold—a store In which
their confidence will not be mbused.

Our Shoes are selected from the best malkers best
% °fforis, and the man we shoe this year will come
back next year. Once we eerve you
we are not afrald of losing youw
trade. We know from past expe-
rience that once a customer always
& customer. — We are Unlon men
selling and repaliring Shoes

' The Model Shoe Store

JENS JACOBSON, Prop. '
Note the address. 1041 W. Sup. 8¢

“If Ostrov Cannot Repair Your Watch,
- Then Throw it Away.”

WATCHMAKER and JEWELLER

514 West Superior Street.

Anderson, Petterson & [ undstrom
The @reatest Swedish Home Folks Play!

Will be given by the

Swedish Dramatio
Company

of Minneapolis in

AUDITORIUM

Eleventh Street and Nicollet Ave.

Wednesday, Dec. 31st,

NEW YEAR EVE
at 8:15 P. M.

Madame Wilma Bundborg from
New York will make her second
appearance in Minneapolis with the
company.

$1.50 $1.00 15

» « B¢ 30¢
at Cable Piano Co. an?i Scandia
Imp Co. 1421 Washington Ave. S.
(Seven Corners), :

In Duluth at the

LYCEUM THEATRE

Sunday, January 11th, 1920.
Matinee 2:15 and in the Evening 8:15 P. M.

Tickets for sale at:

AXEL SUMNDBORG

DIRECTOR

Lyceum Theatre, N. J. Setterlund, Tailor 2007 W. Superior St.,
Stones Books Siore, 221 W. Superior St., Spencer Pharmacy
402 Central Ave. West Duluth; Herman Olson, 1822 W, “Superior
Streef; Holmberg's Drug Store, Tower Ave., Superior, Wis.

SUNDBORG, Director.

AXEL

L J. BIRD| | (.T.ROSAAS

PHOTOGRAPHER,
Lincoln 699-x Melross 9819
3030 West Superior Street.
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= WORKER LOOKS AT HiSTORY

The geologist told us of the
strugele between the elements
in the earth’s formation. The
biologist showed how individual
animals and species struggled
with each other. And we passed
on to sociSlogy and witnessed a
struggle still proceeding. In this
strnggle the new elass and the
old class were engaged, and out
of it came the evolution of soéia-
ty. We followed ‘‘the chain of
change’’ from mark to manor,
from tribal communism to slav-
ery, from slavery to feudalism,
and then onwards to manufact-
ure and machinofacture and our
own industrial system. The evo-
lution of the warrior, the mer-
chant, the guildsman, and of the
industrial ecapitalist, with his
inevitable companion the wage-
worker, has engaged our atten-
tion.

The growth of trade, the di-
vision of labour, the rise and
fall of handicraft, the division
between town and eountry, the
development of the loeal, the
national and (with the discovery
of mew continents) the world
market, the dawn of the new day
of science after mediaeval night
~— these and many other things
figure upon our Syllabus. The
attempts of each rising class to
gain political power, the differ-
ent phases passed through by
Capitalism, the beginning of
permanent oreanizations by our
own class, with the suecess and
failure which attended itg at-
temps, all formed subjects for
later lessons. We have watched
new orders and relation arising
out of the old; and have seen
that the triumph of each elass,
as well as its birth, always coin-
cides with the development and
progress of material eonditions.
Bvery system in its maturity also
contained {he germs of its own
decay, From being a helper the
partienlar system becomes a hind-
erer, Instead of being revolution-
ary and a useful aid to produe-
tion, it beeomes reactionary and
& useless fetter upon production.
Then comes into play the mnew
class which the old has begotten
and ecarries forward the banner
of progress. Therefore, using
history as a touchstone, and re-
eognising that new ideas, mew
eodes of morality, new laws, ete.,
have their origin in changing
economie conditions, we are now
in a position clearly to examine
the eeonomic factors at present
at work, to aet in aceordance
with their evolution, and take
up our stand with the new class
in its forward march.

The Logic of the Machine.

This is a term often used to

describe the economie factors
which are inherent in ecapitalist
production, and which, as we

have seen, especially since the
Industrial Revolution, have been
compelling the working-class to
take up arms in its own defence.

Right at the beginning of this
book it was shown that man
only differed from the animal in
his power of toolmaking, which
of course predicates a corre-
sponding development of the
thinking faculty, and this again
would be closely connected with
a voecal langnage; toolmaking,
thinking, and talking being in-
separable and correlative in their
growth. Man has in common
with the animal ‘‘the will to
live,”” but he has something else,
viz,, ‘‘the will to live better’’.
Now the economic needs of man
for food, elothing and shelter are
satisfied by contact with Nature,
i. ¢., the soil, fruit- trees, and all
the earth’s contents and inhabit-
ants. Moreover, these bodily
needs must be satisfied before he
can indulge in art or any other
spiritual needs which in later
development may be his. Natur-
ally, man tries to satisfy those
former needs with the least pos-
sible exertion. But he can only
eontinue ‘‘to live better’” by
constantly developing - and im-
proving his tools. For here, with
the making of the first tool,
begins the great gulf between
man and the animal. The animal
acts directly upon Nature; but
man interposes between himself
and Nature a tool—an action
mighty in its consequences, as
we shall see. For example, a dog
and a rabbit seratch and burrow
the ground with their paws; but
man makes a sharpened stick,
4 spade, and in time a steam
plough, and sucecessfully, by
means of his tools, honeyeombs
even the rocks of the earth in

search of minerals. The fox
jumps for the grapes; but man,
as a result of his improved tech-
nique, thinks of a ladder. When
even the eagle’s eye fails to
pierce the disiance, man’s tele-
scope is more sucecessful. Man’s
power over his natural environ-
ments results from this inter-
position, A fish out of water has
become proverhiul as an instance
of a unsuitablity tc environment
which spells death. Likewise,
a bird eannut live under water.
Eut man, with his techuique, be-
comes a fish in his submarine and
a bird in his acr pisne. Tie
dense forests are eleared; the
jungle inhabited; the ocean
spanned; the deserts irrigated;
the microbe-infested  fever
swamps made healthy, and the
mecuntaing hored, because man
inereases his science, harnesses
natural forees to do his bidding,
and is ever perfecting his tools
and mwachinery, =
“There is another aspect of the
important results of the tool,
and that is the consequences aris-
ing from its ownership by part-
icular persons. Jack London, in
bee, theom worker bee, or the,
Strong, tells in a simple, pietur-
esque fashion the story of these
results, To cut a long story short,
it can be said:—The eclass of
persons owning the tools or the
means of production is the ruling
class. In the realm of biology
there is a very obvious division
of labour based upon physiologie-
al grounds, e. g., tahat of sex.
It is impossible for the queen
bee, thme worker bee, or the
drone to do each other’s work
But in sociology w,ith the com-
ing of tools, a nmew division of
labour, based upon edonomic
grounds arises. It has already
been shown that man, unlike the
animal, is not physically changed
by his environment, but that he
is able, by changing and im-
proving his tools, to overcome it.
First came a difference between
man and man, based upon tool-
using ; in modern life the differ-
ence between a miner and an
engineer, a painter and a plum-
ber, is in the different tools
they use. Physically, a capitalist
and a wage-worker a queen and
a washerwoman, are alike. Nei-
ther has an arms, an eye, or a
leg more than the other. The
difference is ome of economic
position whieh is based in this
case upon tools ownership. Tech-
nique has developed to the ex-
tent that a leisured class is poss-
ible ,i. e, a eclass which appro
priates the surplus labour of an-
other.

The breakup of the tribal
community of pauperism, the rise
of private property and the State
the division of soeiety into
classes, and the use of slaves,
have been noted by us previous-
ly. Out of slavery came Feudal-
ism. Then, the land was the
chief means of produection, and
as the fighters beecame its ow-
ners, they were the ruling class.
Gradually we saw trade and the
merchant eclass inerease. From
handieraft evolved manufacture.
New means of production dwar-
fed the importance of the land.
The old relations were broken
down, and a new lass rose to
power. We witnessed how it
asserted its strength upon the
economic field first, and then
later, in a political revolution,
but how the industrial eapital-
ist was never all-powerful until
he possessed the machine. The
following is a bare enumeration
of some of the effeets of the
operation of its logie. In dealing
with the results of the Industrial
Revolution we have had occasion
to notice them before:—

1) The machine breaks down all
barriers of age, sex, and race.
The use of machinery destroyed
much of the laborious, heavy
work, and thus made possible its
perf\ormanee by women and child
ren, The mereiless exploitation of
the child slaves of the factory
has not yet faded from our mem-
ory; and, thougl restricted, it
has not even now disappeared.
The ‘“‘breaking up of the home’’
— that antiSoecialist bogey—has
already been in many instanees
accomplished. While women’s
entrance into industry may —
especially if the male workers
do not tackle the problem in-
telligently—at first have disa-
strous results, still, if she finally
gains economie independence and
becomes the true equal and com-
(rade of man, ur

undreamt of bene-

Again, the possibility of shar-
ing the Imperialist’s ideas of
there being ‘‘superior’’ and ‘‘in-
ferior’” peoples is clearly reveal-
ed if we recognise that the dif-
ference between lesser and more
developed peoples, just as be-
tween man and the animal, is
one of more or less developed
technique. One need not be very
well versed in world politics to
notice demonstrations of how
the capital and ommodities ofe
the more advanced countries, by
investment and export, beget
their like in all the ends of the
earth; and of how the so-called
backward countries are repro-
dusing the industrial systems of
the forward omes, and follow-
ing practically the same lines of
developments.

(2) In the wake of the ma-
chinery comes the erisis, the
growth of large production, and
the increasing of the rate of ex-
proitation of the worker, There
is mo mneed to elaborate these
points, as they have already been
dealt with. They occur as the
inevitable outeom2 of the in-
herent laws of the capitalist sys-
tem and are the fundamental
cause of the Industrial Unrest.
(3) Born before the machine,
yet made doubly necessary by its
coming, trade unions commenced
striving to retain by collective
effort the imperilled status and
livelihood of their members. In-
dividual bargaining having fail-
ed, workmen formed local trade
clubs, From these grew national
clubs or unions of eacli separate
trade. These again formed into
federations and congresses to
gain strength. Some attempts
were made to form international
union between like trades, and
national delegates were appoint-
ed at some of the congresses to
express the international unity
of Labour, which was being al-
ready® realised. -
Our recent lessons have in-
dicated how the logic of the ma-
chine has destroyed the eraft
basis of the older unions by de-
stroying handicraft and intro-
dusin unskilled labour — the
machine minders and ““hands”
of modern production. Changing
circumstanees thus caused the
basis, aim and policy of the
unions to be revised, the mem-
bers of an industry union now
aim at controlling industry
through their organizations. Hav-
ing understood the logic of the
machine, they seek to master it.
To do this, they have first to
shape their own union, control
its poliey and representatives,
and convert their organization
into a fighting machine capable
of efficiently waging war on the
industrial and political fields.

Before our lesson finishes an
endeavour will be made to direet
attention to the theoretical wea-
pons already at hand, which will
give the worker a clear under-
standing of his proper aim, and
stimulate him to practical work
and to solve the question of
ways and means to attain that
desired end.

The Rise of Scientific Socialism.

Sinee we have been discussing
the machine and the effects of
its private ownership, it is only
proper that we should turn to
a proposed alternative economic
system, the founders of which
for the first time in history, laid
bare the forces making for the
dissolution of the capitalist sys-
tem. It has been well said that
thought the machine has no voice,
its vietims has one, and that this
vietim is foreed to ery out in
protest and cherish ideas of re-
volt. Another writer has well
deseribed Capitalism as being to
the worker a chair with spikes
in it, which will not allow him
to sit content until they are re-
moved. And thus, in spite of con-
servative foreces and the power
of tradition, the worker will be
foreced to face ‘‘things as they
are’’ and alter them. ‘‘Labour,
the Atlas of the ecapitalist sys-
tem, is destined to become its
Nemesis,”’

Socialism is a word which came
into general wuse in the third
decade of the 19th century, and
it has always been understood
to signity a new state of affairs
in opposition to Capitalism. The
adjective ‘‘scientific’’ is used to
distinguish this Socialism from
the schemes of those Utopians
and Idealist Socialists wh

for a new st

rather than upon the logic of the
machine  and the historieal
growth of society resulting from
the friction between rival class-
es.*

Many great thinkers in the
past, dissatisfied with the condi-
tions of their times, had drafted
out plans for a re-modelling of
affairs, Some of them put their
plans ito practice and experi-
mented with eommunal eolonies.
Plato’s Republie, More’s Utopia,
Cabet’s Tearia, St. Simon’s In-
dustrial System, Fourier’s Phal-
anstery, and Robert Owen’s New
Moral World are the best known
examples.

Cientific Socialism can only be
understood by knowing the con-
ditions of its birth and the ex-
perience of its founders. At the
close of the 18th century and
the beginning of the 19th, so-
ciety in the two most advanced
countries, France and England,
was passing through a change.
And the Socialism fathered by
that change was hased, not upon
ideals, wishes, or a subjective
change in men’s heads, but upon
the objective processes of society.
None of the Utopians saw So-
cialism as an historie necessity,
or recognised the class struggle in
which the workers were the true
bearers of progress. The real test
of Scientific Socialism is that it
explaing itself; fer"its theories
clearly came out of the material
conditions of the times. The
French Revolution, ‘“promising
the reign of reason, had brought
the despotism of tha factory.”
The French section of the cap-
italist class triumphed, and the
feudal nobility were sent pack-
ing. But the proletarian element
in the Revolution’Yemained un-
satisfied. A mew, distinet class
could be clearly seen for the
first time, for whom the Revolu-
tion did not go far enough, and
who, in the 19th century, made
many revolts against the bourg-
eoisie. In England, too, a revo-
lution of another sort was tak-
ing place, The rapid introduction
of machinofacture revolutionised
the old methods of production
and caused immense misery am-
ong the working class, making
it feel and express its antagonism
to the capitalists here also. To
explain these new social faets,
new theories were required, and
these theories were expressed
most elearly by Marx and Engels,
the acknowledged founders of
Scientific Socialism. A these men
happened to be born in Germany,
their theories are sometimes dis-
missed as being ‘‘foreign’’ by
people (e. g., the Fabians) who
claim to have distinetly British
(!) economie theories. As if there
was anything national about a
scientific theory or as if Social-
ism was determined by geogra-
phy! The foolishness of the ob-
jeetion becomes more apparent
when it is realised that the forty
years of research embodied in
Capital were spent in England,
the eclassic land of Capitalism.
Owing to Germany’s then back-
ward state, the conclusion could
never have been arrived at there.

Marx wus borm in 1818 at
Treves. He studied law, history,
and philosophy at the Bonn and
Berlin universities. His Radical
opinions spoiled his chance of
appointments as leeturer on phi-
losophy at the former, and he
became editor of the Rhenish
Gazette in 1842. This being sup-
pressed, he went to Paris in
1843. Here he met Proudhon and
Heine, and began his famous
collaboration with Frederick En-
gels. Being expelled from France,
he resided in Brussels. With En-
gels he produced, in 1848, the
famous Communistt Manifesto.
After the failure of the uprising
in the same year, he finally set-
tled in London in 1849, and
died there in 1883.

Engels (1820-95) was the son
of a wealthy cotton spinner and
was destined for a commercial
career. But he too became inter-
ested in philosophy, and con-
tributed to the Rhenish Gazette.
In 1842 he came to Manchester
and became econnected with the
Owenite and Chartist movements.
After 1844, he and Marx were
in constant touch with each
other, and their work became
inseparable. Engels, with becom-
ing humility, always gave Marx
the chief eredit, as the following
pasage written by him at the

# ““The Utopian is ome who,
| starting from an abstract prin

£l ciple seeks for a
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death of Marx shows:—‘I can-
not grasp the thought that this
genius should have ceased to
fertilize ~ with his powerful
thonghts the proletarian move-
ment of both worlds, Whatever
Wwe all are, we are through him;
and whatever the movement of
today is, it is throngh his theo-
retical and practical work; with-
out him we should still be stuck
in the mire of confusion.” Alone,
either of these men would have
made a mark. Combined, they
left behind them works whose
true insight and value have not
yet been fully appreciated.

The poverty and sorrows of
Marx, of hig family, and of his
fellow-exiles, his activities in the
information of the first Interna-
tional—for neither Marx nor En-
gels were eclosed philosophers—
his herculean theoretic labours,
his . disdain of popularity, his
hatred of phrasemongery, and
his many other distingnishing
traits may be read of in the
biographies which evist. As Wil-
helm Liebknecht put it:—

To-day Marx’s Capital do-
minates social and political
science like Darwin’s works in
the science of natural history.
And there is no thinking pro-
letarian in all the countries of
the globe who does not know
that Capital is an armoury
filled with ‘‘mental weapons’’
that, wielded by the proletar-
iat, will ensure its emancipa-
tion,

~The same writer, in the same
book, Karl Marx: Bioraphical
Meroirs, wrote:—

On Capital he was at work
forty years—and how he did
work! Only a Marx can work
80. And I am not exaggerating
when T say: The worst paid
day-labourer in Germany has
received more wages in forty
years than Marx did for a
salary, as an honorary fee for
one of the two greatest scient-
ific creations of the ecentury.
The other one is represented
by Darwin’s works.

““Secience’ is not a market
value. And can we except that
human society wounld pay a de-
cent price for the exeeution
of its own death warrant?
Liebknecht for twelve years

shared Marx’s evile in London,
and the following is a glimpse
of how they spent their time:—

About this time the magni-
ficent, reading-room of the
British Museum, with its in-
exhaustible treasures of hooks,
had been built—and thither,

_ where he passed a certain
time every day, Marx drove

_us. To learn! To learn! This

was the categorical Tmperative

he frequently enough loudly
shouted to us, but it also was
expressed by his example, yea,
by the sole aspeet of this for-

ever strenuously working
mind.
Here he mentions the wild

plans and hopes of other fugi-
tives, and in contrast to this
he says:—

We...were sitting in the
British Museum and trying to
educate ourselves and to pre-
pare arms and ammunition for
the battles of the future. Some-
times we would not have had
a bite, but that would not pre-
vent our going to the Museum
—there were at least eomfort-
able chairs to sit down on,
and in winter a cheering
warmth—which were missing
at home, if one had any
““house’ or ‘‘home’’ at all.

The Mearxian Theories.

From the men to their mes-
sage. he Marxian Theories can
be well compared to a triangle,
with the Labour Theory of Value,
the Theory of Surplus Labour,
and the Materialist Coneception of
History as its three sides. In our
lessons, we have had chiefly to
do with the latter, thongh the
two former are bound up with
it, and would also repay investi-
gation and test. The M.C H. was
first formulated in the Uommun-
ist Manifesto:—‘“The history of
all lutherto existing seciety (1. e.,
all written history) is the history
of class struzgles.”” And in later
works the theory was enlarged
and applied -to the history of
different nations, The historic of
the working class, the true nat-
ure of the State, and the real,
underlying factor beneath all
changes in ideas were roughly
perceived even when the Mani-

festo was penned in 1848, “Hiﬂ
fry for the first time,” wrote
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Engels, “was placed on its real
foundation; the obvious faet,
hitherto totally neglected, that
first of all men must eat, drink,
‘have shelter and elothing, and
therefore must work before they
can struggle for supremacy and
devote themselves to polities, re-
ligion, philosophy, ete.—this ob-
vious fact at last found historical
recognition,’?

As we have already dealt with
the logic of the machine, and
seen how social relations are
based upon tool-ownership and
that the eclass which owns the
tools is very different from the
other class that is forced to use
those tools in order to get a liv-
ing—Dbesides having consistently
used this theory right through-
out our lessons—there is no need
to dwell upon it further. Though
the expectations and prophecies
of the historic Manifesto were
not fulfilled, yet the theory ex-
plaing in a scientific manner its
own mistakes, and, as a method
of looking upon society anhd ex-
plaining its evolution, it is un-
paralleled.

There is one other matter that
should be mentioned before our
conclusion, When giving parti-
culars concerning the lives of
Marx and Engels, we found that
both took up the study of philo-
sophy, in which branch of learn-
ing at that time Hegel was the
leading figure. It is sometimes
alleged that the work of Marx
is vitiated by this Hegelian in-
fluence, and that he lacked the
insight into society which Dar-
winism later brought. Apart from
this mixine up, in an “organie’’
view of society, of biology and
sociology, this misconception of
Hegelianism (for it taught evo-
lution in general before Darwin
gave it individual specific proof
in biology) and this false as-
sumption that Marx did not
know and appreciate Darwin’s
work, there is also a sad ncgleet
of the wvital difference between
the philosophy of Hegel and Iis-
torical Materialism.

There is room here only for a
brief reference to that difference.
Hegel, living in revolutionary
times, with his ‘“‘dialectic me-
thod’’ saw movement through in-
herent strugele. But he was mis-
led by the ideological form
which the contest took. To him
it was ‘““the Absolute Idea’’ com-
ing to recognition in the minds
of men. For example, Feudalism
broke down because feudal ideas
became obsolete in the face of
new; Socialism from the Hegel-
ian viewpoint will come because
old ideas are displaced by new.
In later reactionary times Hegel’s
tame political conclusicns and
his glorificaticn of the State
made him popular with the ruling
powers, Bernstein, in his Fer-
dinand Lassalle as Social Re-
former shows how the works of
Lassalle—‘the man who forged
the sword of Social Demoecracy
in Germahy’'—were- vitiated by
his adherence to the Hegelian
““idea’ as a cause of progress.

The mysticism of Hegel and
his ‘‘Absolute Idea’’ were at-
tacked by the left wing of his
school, which accepted his me-
thod but rejected his conclusions.
‘With Hegel the world stood on
its head, i. e., on the idea. Marx
stood it on its feet, and show-
ed that ideas were generated in
material conditions. ““With me,”’
wrote he (p. 30, Capital), ““the
ideal is mothing else than the
material world reflected by the
human mind and transformed in-
to forms of thought.”” The rela-
tions between ideas and the con-
ditions which generate them are
more fully explained in the Pre-
face of The Critique (1859).

The Future.

What of it? Will our lessons
help us to face it? If they do
not, they have failed. The sole
object of our studies is to get
a knowledge of past events and
of theories which truly explain
the faets of our working life,
and which will gnide us in fut-
ure practice. As W. W. Craik
finely puts it: ““The good they
did was not interred with the
bones of Marx at Highgate, nor
lost in the sea into which the
dust of Engels was thrown, but
lives on and fertilises in the
conquering army of an intellect-
unal Labour Movement, by the
side of whose eradle Marx and
Engels stood at the dawn of a
new day.”’
~ Vain are the hopes of an in-
dnstrial peace. Like snow upon
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the mountain side they will van-
ish before the sun of ceonomie
heat. In every country Capitalism
begets its gravediggers. In ity
endeavour to increase its pro-
fits it will force the workers to
take up a militant attitude upon
the industrial, political and edu-
cational fields, and progress will
be accelerated until the workers
of the world will unite and their
emancipation be accomplished,
To the Day!

JEWS TORTURED
IN SCUTH RUSSIA

in Hisg

the “Liberator”
True Colours

Denikin

NAMELESS HORRORS

The following terrible report of
pogroms organised by Denikin's Anti-
Bolshevik Army s based upon
authentic Information collected by
the United Jewish Communities in
South Russia, and has come into
our possession through reliable
channels.—

In nearly all the places where the
Volunteer Army penetrated systems=
atle destruction of Jewish property
has taken place and is still going on.

The anti-Jewish excesses show an
extremely violent character in the
town of Ekaterinoslay, where all
Jewish houses in four streets were
ransacked, hundreds of Jewish
women ravished and numerous Jews
killed.

Jews Dragged from Tarins
Jewish travellers
the trains; they are
mishandled and killed.

are attacked in

plundered,

At the Sinelnikov Station, openly,
soldiers and officers drag all Jews
from the trains to torture and
kill them; this is known to the
authorities. On July 15 fifteen Jews
were buried, who had all been killed
by the goldierd. .

At the beginning of July some
Sossack regiments arrived in Lozo-
va. The Jewish inhabitants of this
town offered 50,000 roubles, which
the commandant at first refused,
but afterwards accepted; this did
not prevent the soldiers from plund-
ering and from acts of vidlence
against the Jewish population,

At Mikhailovka (Government of
Tauride), where the “Volunteers'
arrived on June 15, they burst into
practically all the Jewish houges
and carried everything away, while
the commander imposed a contribu-
tio nof 250,000 roubles on the
Jewish population.

Before leaving, the ecommander of
the garrison demanded of the pres-
ident of the Jewish communiiy o
certificate to the effeect "'that the
Jewish population ecould do no other-
wise than praise the attitude of the
Volunteers, who saw to the se-
curity of the Jewish people.”

A Culminating Horror

The horrors which took place In
the abovenamed towns are nothing
when compared with what took place
in Krementchoug, where destruction
began as soon as the Volunteers en-
tered the town, and all houses with-
out exception were ransacked,

Three hundred and fifty cases of
rape have already been listed. Even
young children 12 and old women
ol 60 were not spared.

Certain of the atrocities deseribed
by the report are unprintable,

AUSTRALIA

Callous Treatment to Deported
Russians

As an instance of the callous and
inhuman treatment meted out to de-
ported Russians by the Australian
Government, the case of the Suzenko
family is cited, Suzenko was arrest-
ed in Brisbane in connection with
the red flag demonstration there and
interned in Sydney. In due course
he was deported, his wife being In-
formed that-she could accompany
him. However, he was deported
alone. Then his wife was told she
could meet him on the way to Rus-
sia, and was sent away on a trans-
port a week or two later, But in-
stead of allowing them to join one
another, Suzenko wags put ashore at
Bombay (India) and re-interned;
while his wife was thrown ashore
from the transport at Alexandria
(Egypt), and put into jail there,
without friends, money, or means of
any kind. To make matters worse,
Mrs. Suzenko was In a delicate con-

dition being{an expectant mothor.
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Merry Christmas

We wish you all a Merry ChTistmas. Your loyalty
and support during 1919 and the preceding years, has
been wonderful.

Comrades, in the prisons of America there are many
brave men and women of the workingclass. DO NOT
FORGET THEM. Celebrate Christmas and enjoy
yourselves, soon the bells are going to ring out “Peace
on Earth Goodwill to all Mankind”. In the days to come,
when we have swept capitalism out of existence, we
will make every day a Chirstmas Day.

With Yuletide Greetings.

Your for the Revolution
JACK CARNEY, Editor.

—

The New York State Legislature appointed a com-
mittee, which afterwards came to be known as the
Lusk Committee, to investigate radicalism. The Com-
mittee has finally made its report. The report states
that all the strikes etc. of today are not due to economic
causes, they are entirely due to radical agitation. So
remove the agitator and you have settled all the disputes
that are now raging.

Go to the miners and tell them that they can go
back to work, under good conditions etc., because the
agitators have been suppressed. Do the same with the
Steel strikers and all the other strikers. How simple! To
think that so many men have struck and the Lusk Com-
mittee was only formed this year. Why were they not
formed before the war and who knows but what the
Lusk Committee might have been able to stop the
war? What would Abraham Lincoln have given, to
have had a Lusk Committee, so that he might have
Civil War? What would the govern-
ments of the world give for a Lusk Committee, that
can so easily find a cure for the social evils of teday?,
Seriously, what a tremendous indictment of the intell-
gience of the American people, when a committee can
git for several months and bring in such a silly report and
receive the universal applause of the press!

The Lusk Committee may fool many workers with
its silly report, but they cannot fool the financiers, who
now are laughing up their sleeves. The financier knows
that the cause for the high cost of living, which in turn
causes men to strike, is not the result of agitation. It
ie the result of causes that go far deeper, than the Lusk
Committee has the intelligence to explore. Today we
Capitalism, the giver
cf great power and wealth to some men, now totters
to its grave. For positive proof of this, turn your eyes
Furopean countries. Look at Europe and then read
the report of the Lusk Committee and ask yourselves,
American workingmen and women, ‘‘Is it true that
radicalism is the cause of the present industrial unrest?"

There is a great deal of talk about “getting back to
the gold standard,” and Republican papers complain
about the Treasury “inflating the currency.” The
everage man does not take the time, or perhaps he has
not got the time, to study the currency question. The
workers feel that the finance question is one for bank-
ers, etc. Yet if they only knew how vitally important
it is for them to understand the currency question, they
might save themselves a lot of ill-displayed energy and
they would also be able to better understand how to
improve their social conditions. In dealing with the
currency question, we will be asked many questions.
Someone might ask, "What is Money?"” and another
might ask, “What is value?” and so on. So in order
to go into details, it will be necessary to explain certain
economic laws, without a knowledge of same, the
subject of currency will appear to us like a lesson on
Egyptian literature, dry and without understanding.

Karl Marx, thesworld’s greatest economist, and when
you read the articles of present-day bourgeois econom-
ists, you feel all the more surer of your ground when
you claim that Marx was the greatest economist, states
in the first paragraph,
“Capital,” that:—

“The wealth of those societies in which the
capitalist mode of production prevails, presents
itodf as “an immense accumulation of com-
medities,” its unit being a single commodity. Qur
investigation must therefore begin  with  the
analysis of a commodiy.”

averted the

stand at the parting of the ways.

of the monumental work,

Of course you will ask, "What is a commodity?”™ A
commodity is a thing that must present at the same
time two phencmena; that of being of use-value and
that of being of exchange value. Every commodity
If people could not
use them, they would not buy them. Further these
commodities are bought and s=old upon the market,
hence they have a value, which is called their exchange
value.

that is produced is of some use.

There is no need to argue as to what use-value

is. Use-values are qualitatively different hence you can-

not bring them into a relation one with the other.

You cannot determine how useful a suit of clothes is, in

comparison to the usefulness of an automobile. There-

fore the value we have to consider, is exchange value.
What Is Exchange Value?

Exchange value comes into being, when it is proposed
to exchange two commodities. We meant to say, two
commodities that are different. You would not for
instance, exchange two pairs of shoes, one with the
other, neither would you exchange two loaves of bread.
Two commodities being dissimilar, hence it follows that
their component parts are dissimilar. By that we mean,
the same raw materials that are used to make a loaf of
bread, would not be used to make a pair of shoes. But
how are you going to compare the value of a loaf of
bread, with a pair of shoes? You cannot weigh shoes,
like you weigh flour and whoever heard of anyone
gelling loaves by the pair? Now there must be something

in common with both commodities, bread and shoes,
or you take any other two dissimilar commodities?
What is that something? The shape? No. The size?,
No. There must be something? What must you have
before you can sow the grain, till the soil, mill the
!lour or bake the bread? You must have labor. Before
you can manufacture any commodity, you must have
the labor. Before you can even obtain the raw mater-
ials, that you make your commodities out of, you must
have labor.. And the only thing common to all com-
modities is that labor we speak of. Because labor is
common to all commodities, labor forms the basis upon
which we discover the exchange-value of commodities.

In the oldffn days a man would reckon up the time
spent in procuring the raw materials and also the time
spent in converting them into the finished product. By
the amount of labor contained in the products he would
determine their value. For instance if it tock a man a
week to tan the leather and make a pair of shoes and
it took another man just a week to make two pairs of
trousers, then the two pairs of trousers would exchange
for one pair of shoes. Because there was just as
much labor embodied in one pair of shoes, as there
was in two pair of trousers. The exchange value of a
commodity in those days was equal to the amount of
labor embodied in the commodity. But then you say,
suppose a man was old and it took him two weeks to
make a pair of shoes, would his shoes be worth more?
No. Because if people can buy the same shoes and only
have to pay the value of one week’s labor, they are not
going to pay the value of two week's labor. There-
fore the exchange value of a commodity is determined by
the actual necessary amount of labor embodied in the
commedity. So much for the good old days.

Since those good old days, when we used to sit
around the wvillage cobblers” shop and hear those
wonderful stories, times have advanced somewhat. We
now live in what is known as the machine-age. No
more the old hand-made shoes etc. The machine has
come into being and men just pull levers here and
levers there and the commodities are turned out in the
hundreds. In the pair of shoes today there is embodied the
work of seventy people or more. The labor that ia
embodied in any commodity, is not the labor of a single

individual, but the labor of many individuals. So now:

we find that the exchange value of a commodity is
determined by the socially necescary labor embodied
therein.

But here comes the wise guy.
alright for ignorant workers.
I know a thing or two.

“That may scund

But you cannot fool me.
I have passed through a
university (passed is a good word) and I know that
the value of a commodity is determined by the law of
supply and demand.” Let us examine the theory
of the wise guy. If the supgply of coal is low, then coal
will be bigh in price. If the supply of coal is high,
then the price of coal is low. That is what the wise
guy contends. “Are we agreed? Shure.” Now the
coal owner sells his coal and buys other commodities,
wheat for instance. Now let us suppose that the
supply of coal is higher than the supply of wheat.
Therefore the price of coal will be lower than the price
of wheat. What will happen? The man with capital
to invest, will invest it in the best fields of industry,
Therefore he will invest it in wheat, because there is
a higher price for wheat. In other words the supply of
wheat will be increased and consequently the price of
wheat will be lowered. "Is that not so, wise guy? No
answer he is getting flabbergasted.” Remember that
the capitalist class are not in business for their health,
they are out for bizness. The capitalist does not huve
his own way in the business world. He wants the highest
price for his commodities and the consumer wants to
pay the lowest price. It is these two forces working
against each other that bring about the balance in
prices. Now the capitalist wants to make high profits
as we stated before. Therefore he must sell his com-
modities for a higher price than those of his competitor.
So the capitalist finds that he has to compete with his
fellow-capitalists. There can -be
The capitalist is a
creature of circumstances. Forever staring him in the
face is the prospect of bankruptcy, if he fails to keep
pace with the demands of the markets. So he adopts
new inventions, installs labor-saving machines etc. and
so reduces the cost of production. How he smiles and
rubs his hands with glee, when he finds that his factory

He must compete.
no tacit understandings in business.

has all the modern inventions and labor-saving applian-
cesl He can sell goods cheaper than his competitors.

For a time he is cock of the walk. For a time we said.:

Along comes another capitalist and notices how with
the aid of new inventions etc. his fellow-capitalist is

reaping a harvest and he too installs new inventions etc.:

The rival in thousands of cases adopts far superior
inventions and so the struggle goes on. If the prices of

one commodity are high, then other capitalists invest:

their capital in the production of that commodity and so
the price of the commodity is lowered. [f the prices
of commodities are low, then capital seeks other fields
and with a decrease in the supply the prices rise.
“Thus is the law of average profit brought about;
thus does the law of value force of commedities to
conform to the gquantity of socially necessary labor
required to preduce them within the limitations of
capitalism.”

Now we come to the question of monecy. How do
we exchange, say a ton of coal for a suit of clothes? There
are times when we have not got the storage for coal
and there comes, oftener than not, a time when we

cannot afford to buv more than one suit. There must

be some commodity that can act as a means of ex-
change. Without going into details as to selection of
the material to the position of world-money, we know
that gold is the circulating medium. "'Gold is the
crystallised form of the exchange value of concrete
commodities of which the abstraction is expressed by
the word “‘wealth.” Every commodity satisfies only
one particular want, but satisfies every want.” Gold
is the chosen commodity to act as a circulating medium.
Say a pair of shoes is worth ten dollars, then there is the
same amount of labor-power contained in a pair of
shoes, as there is in a ten dollar gold piece. In a study
of gold we find a cause for the high prices that have a
tendency to worry us. We said before that with the
aid of new inventions, labor-saving machinery etc., the
capitalists had been able to lower the cost of produc-
tion. The same is true of the gold industry. Therefore
there is not as much labor-power embodied in an ounce
of gold, as there formerly was, hence being as there is
less labor-power in an ounce of gold, it is not worth as
much as it formerly was. Therefore you cannot buy as
much for it. That is “high cost of living”. But that
is by the way.

_You will have noticed that gold has been withdrawn
from circulation. The preduction of gold has failed to keep
pace with the rapid development of industry due to the
war. While the war was on we had customers in galore
and we did not ask them for cash. We simply had to
“beat” the Germans. So the factories worked night and
day. No thought about the tomorrow, we must deliver
the goods. And we did. We built warships, made
shells, clothes etc. Gold could not function, because there
was not sufficent gold to circulate. So we resorted to
paper money. We inflated ‘our’ currency. Noah Ablett,
is the author of a book, “An Easy Outlines on Econ-
omics,” and by the way we advise you to order a copy.
It will cost you one dollar and you also receive a one
year's subscription to one of the best radical monthlies
published in Europe. In this book, the author deals
with the money question, especially this part referring to
the use of paper money.
what he has to say:—

If gold, as at present, is cleared from circula-
tion and paper takes its place to an excessive ex-
tent, then this curious change takes place—the
prices of commodities are now determined by the
quantity af paper in circulation. We have pointed
out that only a limited quantity of gold money can
circulate for the distribution of commodities. And
if tokens and paper are only partly introduced, so
that the sum of money required is not exceeded, no
change in this rule takes place. Even if the whole
of the curfency is paper and their issue does not
exceed the sum of money required, then no change
takes place. But from the moment this limit is
exceeded (and that is always the case with a paper
currency ) above the limit
depreciates the whole of the notes; so that if twice
the amount of notes required were issued each note
would only represent half its value and twice as
much paper would be used as if a gold currency

We take pleasure in quoting

then every note

obtained.

Only a given quantity of gold can circulate to
distribute commodities, but an unlimited quantity
of paper money can circulate. Consequently, when
the quantity of money required in circulation is
exceeded by the introduction of paper money
there is no change in values.
money

If the quantity of
required in circulation is one million
sovereigns, and two million pound notes are in-
troduced, then a commodity valued at £1 will re-
quire two pound notes in exchange for it: if another
million notes are introduced then the £1 com-
modity requires three pound notes in exchangze, and
so on. There has been here no change in value:
no change in the social labour required to pro-
duce commodities: what has occurred is that the
laws of currency have been violated and that prices
have been forced to adapt themselves to value.
In a paper currency of this description (such as we
have all ovér the world at present) all the laws
relating to the circulation of money appear to be
quite reversed. Thus, “while gold circulates be-
cause it has value, paper has value because it
circulates,”” and while in gold circulation the

quantity of money required is determined by the
sum of the prices of commodities, in paper circu-
lation of the kind we are describing, it is quite
the contrary and the prices of commodities appear
to be determined by the quantity, of excessive notes
in circulation. Governments may easily inflate the
currency by printing pieces of paper, but they can-
not alter the laws of value, and once the paper is
introduced into circulation, the limit of the tower
of Governments is reached, and the circulation
process takes its revenge. If the social labour
required to produce a £] treasury note equalled the
social labour required to produce a golden sover-
eign, then the note would have equal value with
the sovereign, but in the case we should néver
have the spectacle of the inﬂatj-ﬂ of currency by
paper. The basis of commedjty circulation is gold.
The demands of gold under private ownership are
inexorable. Capitalism is trying to evade this de-
mand by a paper currency and a credit

whose basis is ever increasingly paper.

system
While it
is producing paper, it is producing bankruptcy; the
approaching doom of commodity circulation: the
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overthrow of private ownership; and the end of

the reign of gold.

P. 5 £l is equal to $4.87. (Ed.)

The more paper money the Government introduces,
due to the lack of gold, the cheaper the paper money
becomes. Hence the high cost of living. The only
way you can lower the high cost of living is by re-
ducing the amount of your paper money., How can
you do that? What have you to offer in its place?
Does the Lusk Committee know? Does the Duluth
Herald know? Of course not. The world is in a chaotic
condition. Capitalists stand confronted with a black
future. They are so abrosbed in their business affairs
that they cannot detach their minds for a moment and
endavor to arrive at some “'sane” conclusion, whereby
they can avert the impending social catastrophe.

Capitalism in its present chaotic condition is re-
sponsible for the industrial unrest, that manifests itself
in the numerous strikes of today. Fools are they that
claim that strikes are the results of radical agitation. We
only wished it were true that men struck because of
their understanding of social conditions. Men strike
because they feel a pain in the stomach and the back.
They reason through their stomachs. Feed the workers
and give them good conditions and there is not one
radical who can bring them out on strike. Does any
person really believe that the conservative leaders of
the United Mine Workers Union were “‘crazy’’ to have a
strike? Like a boil is
the result of a bad human system similarly strikes are the
result of a bad social system. You are going to have
sirikkes so long as you have capitalism, and governments,
whether by injunctions or laws, are powerless to prevent
men from striking.

THE FUTURE OUTLOOK

Leading financiers are bemoaning the fact that there
is no prospect in view, of the European countries paying
for their loans. When these European countries do
commence to pay off their loans, they will pay for same

No sane person believes that.

in goods. The European workers to the tune of "in-
creased production’” will work night and day to produce
them. These goods will be exported to America to pay
off the loans. "The imports of American manufacturers
will be considerably higher than their exports.,”” That
is how the Wall Street Journal phrases it. That means
fellow-worker, that you will have very little work to do,

because the goods that "we' require will come from

Europe. You know what ‘'very little work™ means.
It means unemployment and unemployment means
what? Why ask? In the trying days ahead, your

masters will tell you that you are suffering because of
the agitation of the ""aliens’. Some of you will believe
it. ‘But you will be out of work because you ‘“won”
a war. The countries that “lose” in war must work the
heads of their workers off in order to pay their war-
debts and those that “won'’ the war must give their
workers a 'rest’”, because the workers of the countries
that “lost”” the war will be working to reimburse the
masters of the countries that “won' the war.
great life—for SOME peoplel
WHAT ARE YOU GCING TO DO ABOUT IT?
In the days to come, even if the gold standard is
abolished, the capitalists will find some way out. The
capitalist system will NOT collapse of its own forces.
The capitalists are too wise a crowd for that. They
will devise some way of keeping going. Besides so long

It is a

as you are a Henry Dubb, how can you expect to free
yourself?
learn at night schools.

Freeing yourselves is not a thipg that you
You learn it on the job by
Acting like a man.

acting. Standing up for your

rights. But hell, we are an alien. We have no right to
But just between you
and us, why not start reading somecthing? Why not
inquire about the 1. W. W. or the Communist Labor
Party? Ask some of the Americans to tell you a few
things that you do not know. Read and think Henry,

but whilst you are making up your mind as to what to

criticise conditions in America.

read, organize with your fellow-worker on the job.
There is a great task ahead for you. It calls for
strong men and women: Will you be one of them?
Or will you be one of the durn fools that thinks the
Herald or the News Tribune is the organ of righteous-
There are plenty of people today who cannot
They
live in Fergus Falls, in a State ayslum. They are crazy.
But they are wellfed, well-clothed and they do NOT

work.

ness?

think. They have lost their reasoning powers.

But if you have not lost your reason you must
work hard and long hours and it takes you along time
to save up for a new suit. Say Henry, honest to good-
ness, who is it that is crazy ?

Henry, my boy, we do not mock you. We ask you
to gaze at the acheivements of your class. Look at

You built them.

at that wonderful bridge, see it carries over it a wonder-

vonder magnificent mansions. Gaze
ful railroad. See that magnificent engine and coaches.
What would you not give to sit back on the cushions and
go from out of the fetid atmosphere of the slums and
take your kith and kin out into the glorious sunshine and
There is a world of beauty
It calls and beckons
Arise from

be able to enjoy life?
awaiting vou, that you have made.
to you and you stand asleep on your feet.
your slumbers and assert your manhood. Stand up like
» man and let your red blood flow. The capitalist class
The years have passed, when they were
of some use. Today the times call for men, men of
the workingclass. They call for you and all your fellow-
workers. Will you answer the call? Or will you still
eleep and hand to your children a blacker and more
tyrannous heritage, than that handed to you by your
fathers?

have failed.
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