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At last the hand of Lloyd George has penned the signature of England to the Russian Trade Agreement. Long and stubborn has the opposition to this act raged. Many

have been the hopes that Russia might again fall into the grip of the capitalist class. But Russia has faced all omlaughts of the allies. She has braved the storm of the counter

revolutionaries. She has won in every fight. % : 4 i S
Now is the time for America to line up. Poor, stubborn America. She, too, must kiiow that the working class will not forever lie down in silent submission. :
The working class of America demands that our country opens up trade with Rusglia. We need the work. Russia needs cur goods. We need the pay for our goods. Russia

can pay. She can pay with gold.
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Labor Stalwart
Trounces Plute

Andrew Fursueth Debates Open Shop With
Reactionary Corporation Lawyer.

{By The Federated FPress)

NEW YORK, (N. Y. Bur.).—
Andrew Furuseth, grizzled veteran
of man's age-old struggle with sea

and storm, and Walter Gordon
Merritt, finished produect of uni-
vergity and law schood, debated

“The Open Shop’’ before 2500 per-
song in the Lexington Theater
here Sunday. It was an unusual
audience, made up of labor union-
ists, silkhatted employers, women
workers and silk-gowned women
who came in limousines. It was

who spok?for labor took his hear-
ers away back to the Roman
dynasty and led them through the
ages to the present, lighting the
way with the Christian 1deal which
glowed in all his sentences; while
the well-groomed earnest young
man who spoke for the other side
spent much time assuring his hear=-
ers that co-aperation would solve
labor’s trougles.

Merritt, ittorney for the em-
ployers in the Danbury Hatters’
case and the Duplex Printing Press

(Continued on Page 3.)

mn odd debate, for the gaunt man

Morgan Viewed
With Suspicion

Allies Conducting Balloting In True Democratic
Style as Economic Interests Play Game.

By PHILIP SALTER
PEKING, China.—The Consor-
agreement is signed with
formal pronunciamento in the of-
fice of J. P, Morgan & Co. in
New York, but there is no. Con-
gortium, The Chinese people view
with suspicion the - ternational
bankers’ pool and will have none
of it.

Many factors contribute to this
situation. One is that the Chinese
have had much suspicion of in-
ternational financing. They know
that China always comes out the
loser. There is a healthy distrust
of the Waestern political banker,
a distrust developed by their own
experience and strenghtened by
their observation of his course in
the undeveloped parts of Europe
and Africa at this very time. China
is hesitating te put its head in a
noose, the strings of which are in
the hands of British, French, Jap-
anese and American financiers.

Another factor is the unwilling-
ness of the corrupt Chinese of-
ficials to restrict their power to
make loans wherever they can,
even on terms sacrificing national
sovereignty, and to use the loans
to line their own pockets. The
Consortium would restrict the
Chinese government’s borrowing
power to the banking groups of
the four countries and also super-
vise the expenditure of the loans.

Hum

In themselves neither of these two
measures is undesirable. Super-
vision of foreign loan expenditure
—if it could be a disinterested
supervision—is to the best inter-
ests of China. The *if,”” however,
is a huge, dubious if.

A third factor is the spirit of
self-dependence among the Chinese
business interests as a direct re-
action to the Comsortium. This is
the most important factor. It has
shqwn itself practically in the for-
mation of an all-Chinese Consor-
tium, a grouping of the bhiggest
Chinese banks. They propose to
make the loans to the government
themselves. Such loans are to be
for constructive purpose only and
the lenders will see they are so
used, but it would be supervision
by the Chinese themselves, with-
out any foreign pistol at Peking's

head. One such loan has already
been made for the purchase of
railway materials. -

There 1s much to be said both
for and against the Consortium,
but if it never does anything else
for China besides having put China
on the defensive and making it
take , measures in self-defense it
will have conferred a great benefit
on China. Fearing the danger of
foreign econtrol through the - Con-
sortium, the Chinese see the mneces-
sity of using thir own resources
for the national good. From that
a whole train of advantages® must
follow, )

SENATORS PROTEST RATIFICATION

OLOMBIA TREAT

By LAURENCE TODD.

WASHINGTON, — (Wm. Bur.—
President Harding's first proposal
to Congress ___ the ratification of
the Colombian treaty — has deve-
loped the fatal tinge of scandal.

Senator Borah calls attention to
the fact that a long list of Amer-
ican oil corporations now hold con-
cessions for petroleum in the new
and fabulously rich Colombian oil
fields, and asserts that many of
these concessions are dependent
upon the payment of $25,000,000
by the United to the government
of Colombia, as stipulated in the
pending treaty.

“Why talk of righting a great
wrong done to Colombia
theft of Panama from that re-
publie,” runs his argument, ‘“when
in fact, we are permitting Amer-
fcan oil ecompanies to gamble with
government money?"”

Among the American concession-
aires in Colombia, in which the
Mellon group is heavily interested,
while another is the Gulf 0Oil &
Transport Co., _which, with the
Gulf Refining Co., is among the
most mnotable of the Mellon enter-
prises. The Gulf Refining Co. and
the Gulf Qil and Transport Co.
have been active in the gquarrel
with the Mexican government over
the title to oil lands in the Tam-
pico field. Mellon, as Secretary of
the'Treasur,v, is in a position to
influence the fate of both Colom-
bia and Mexico.

Many of the liberal senators had
intended to support the ratifica-

in the]

means of repairing ;the injustice
done by Roosevelt to Colombia.
They considered: that:the $25,000,-
000 payment of damages for the
loss of the Isthmus of Panama
was small enough ‘compensation for
what the republic to the south-
ward had suffered at the hands
of the government in Washington:
But' the flood ‘of light now ecasf
upon the motived of former Sen-

ator Fall, Majoriﬂy Leader Lodsge,’

Attorney-General + Daugherty - and
others of the Harding organizatiom
in suddenly discovering this wrong
to Colombia has given them pause.
Colombia some’time ago enacted
a decree nationalizing her oil de-
posits. Fall, then in the Senate,
offered an amendment to the trea-
ty, binding the Colombian govern-
ment not to nullify American oil
concessions. This amendment was
withdrawn after the Colombian
Supreme Court declared the na-
tionalization decree  to be void.
Borah now charges that the pres-
ident of Colombia has told conces-
sionholders that if the treaty and
payment are not. ratified his gov-
ernment will {all, and that tha
next administration will wipe ou?
the concessions. Senators McCum-
ber, Lodge and Brandegee, who
were signers of a minority report
against the treaty when President
Wilson sought its ratification, are
now counted among its advocates.
Fall has become-a member of the
cabinet. Standard Oil and other
0il lobbies in Washington are
counting on the treaty’s success.
Latin—Amefi@;aﬂ public opinion
has for years been hostile to the
government at \fa:shington because

AS THEY WITNESS
OF IMPERIALISM BEHIND IT

of the 'wrong done to Colombia.
Every liberal in Congress has ‘wish-
ed that reparation might -be made.
Now that the time has come the
liberal element discovers that by
approving the treaty it is placing
in the hands of the existing ad-
ministration in Colombia a sum
in damages, but at the same time
it is putting upon the necks of
the Colombian people a "set ot
alien exploiters Who Wi seek to
have the American navy and army
follow their pipe lines exactly as
they have sought to have the navy
and army follow in MexXico.

One thing is certain:_Colombia
will not long rejoice over her
triumph if the treaty is ratified.
Her surrender of her oil resources
to Mellon, Standard 0Oil and Doh-
eny and the lesser raiders will
weaken the resistance of Mexico
and will tend to destroy the unity
of Latin-America in facing the
encoachments of pbtroleum politics
from beyond the Gulf.

Upon this fact the policy of
liberals in Congress will turn.
They are looking for a way to give
justice to Colombia, not to hand
her poisoned sweets, Their probl-
em I8 to safeguard the people of
Colombia against the designs of

the gentlemen who mnow closely
surround the President of the
United States.

If they vote against the ratifi-

cation of the treaty it will be with
the distinet purpose of killing, at
this time, the conspiracy of the
oil combine to seize upon Colom-
bia and virtually annex it to the
other private holdings of Rocke-
feller, Mellon ‘and their associates.

JW THEIR MIGH

Germany Awaits
Plebiscite Vote

(By The Federated Press)

BERLIN,—With the recovery of
her industrial life at sake, Germ-
any is watching with intense in-
terest for the outeome of -the pleb-
jscite in Upper Silesia on March
20, which will determine whether
her rich coal fields shall go to
Poland or remain German. - Five
thousand square miles of rich min-
ing territory yielding besides ceal,
zine, iron and lead are at stake.

The Germans are confident that
the plebiscite will be overhelm-
ingly in their favor. In proof of
this they point to the plebiscites
in East and West Prussia, which
returned votes of 97 and 92 per
cent, respectively, in favor of re-
maining German, in spitg of boasts
by the Poles and French that there
was a big Polish population in
these districts anxious to return
to Poland.

In case Silesia is voiled to Po-
land, Germany's industrial life will
receive a blow only less severe
than ihe reparations terms. It is
believed that in such an event,
Germany will bring the question
together with the reparations
terms before the allies with the
declaration ‘that her productive
powers are pralyzed by both.

It is charged that every possible
obstacle to a fair vote has been
put in the way of the German
electorate by the Inter-Allied Com-

Banking Pi_r_gtes Into Far East.

mission, which is
France and Poland.
Commission’s
to be discriminatory follow:

Instead of requiring as.proofs ot
indentity the wsual birth ecertifi=
cates, which are necessarily au=
thentic, the commission suddenly
announced that birth certificated
were not necessary, that passes or
hunting licenses were sufficient,
The Germans point out that any,
pro-Polish head of a little border
city could issue these passes and
hunting licenses at will and thus
increase the Polish vote.

All persons born in Upper Silesia
before 1900, even though they are
not now linving in the province,
are entitled to -vote. . But every
such person must give the exact
date on which he left the province,
and furnish two witnesses living
there now who know him personal-
ly, an almost Impossible task for
most of the Silesians. Since most
of the emigres were of German
blood, it is asserted that this one
regulation will cost the Germans
thousands of votes.

Application blanks for registra=
tion and given to the Polish and
German societies for distribution
were marked differently so that

dominated by
Some of the

regulations declared
-

it was possibdly for the dommis-
sion to know whetheér the ap-
plicant -was liable to vote for

Germany and Poland.

tion of the treaty, solely as a

COAL OPERA
SHOOT DOWN
WORKERS W

WHEELING, W. Va. — The
history of a tragedy every bit as
appalling as ‘Ireland’s, but which
receives little or no attention in
the press that can find space to
devote to faraway events is told
in the West Virginia Federationist.
The article in question recites
how the mine operators at Willis
Branch imported gunmen to start
trouble and pave the way for the
overthrow of the local of the Unit-
ed Mine Workers of America, As
a result the miners are still out
on strike after having resisted all
attempts to break their spirits for
the last 18 months. . In that time
many men have been killed by
the thugs and many citizens in
fear of their lives have evacuated
their- homes in the mining districts

and now are living in tent colonies
in the mountaing.

On June 8, 1917, the United

ORS EMPLOY
MEMBERS OF
0 STRIKE FO

Workers organized a local
union at W’illig Branch. Shortly
thereafter a 100 per cent organi-
zation was perfected which proved
satisfactory to, the coal company
there and peace reigned ufitil Sept-
ember 1, 1919, The manager of
the company iled the miners in
meeting and served notice on them
that all agreekémte were void on
that date. IHe told them that the
Willis Branch €eal Company would
not do business with or recognize
its employes cdllectively, but would
deal with them individually frem
that time on,

Mine Commijtteeman J. F. Wil-
liams retorted fthat saplings would
be growing en the incline big
enough to make pawlogs before
the. members .of the local union
would mine ecpal without recogni~
tion of their brganization. - For a

Mine

GUNMEN
UNITED MINE

GONDITIONS

time all was quit. But when
January 1, 1920, rolled around
the company became especially
anxious to start the mine.

A member of the coal company
swore out a conspiracy warrant
for six men, in which they were
charged with conspiring together
to destroy the hoisting engine.
This charge wag investigated by
the grand jury of Fayette County
and found to be without founda-
tion. An effort was then made to
have the State Police brought in,
but: Governor J. J. Cornwell re-
fused the. request.

On February 8, Baldwin-Feltz
detectives began to arrive in Wil-
lis Branch. Each was armed with
two pistols and a high-power rifle.
The common tactics used by the
private guards to intim{date strik-
ing miners were at once put into

m”‘ ' |
|
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RACINE HIT BY SOUP LINE;
BLAME RADICAL MEETINGS

RACINE, Wis. — Normalcy has
{ hit Racine wth a vengeance. Prao-
| tically all of the factory workers of
Racine are out of work. The J. L.
Case tractor plant has closed down
completely, thus throwing what few
men were employed by the larzer
factories on the streets.

Thousands of unemployed
workers throng the downtown dis-
trict as they have ceased walking
from factory gate to factory gate
in search of work, The Central As-
goclation, Racine's Associated Char-
ities, has been relievad of the strain
on its funds by donations from
the old War Chest fund, which is
controlied by the Committee of
of ~'"teen.

A free soup kitchen and loun-
ging room have been provided by
the Rzacine Central Labor Cou :il,
the basement of the Labor To
being used for this purpese. Dona-
tions of meat, bread, milk and
vegetables are being made by local
business men and farmers,

The Committee of Fifteen has

NEFFATIVF PAGF

promised to use the $100,000 bal=
ance of the War Chest fund for
the unemployed if conditions do
not improve by April 1, Loeal labor
men say that they can see no
chance of an improvement by that
time.

Unemployed mass meetings are
being held in a theater every Tues-
day. These meetings have been
branded as “radical” by local polite
icians.

RESPITE FOR REDS

CHICAGO.—The case of the 20
members of the Communist party,
accused of sédition under the Il-
linois State sedition law, will come
before the State Supreme Court,
August 1. The appeal to the high-
er court was decided upon after
Judge Oscar Hebel had reaffirmed
the original sentepces, which wvar-
ied from five years, $1000 fine
and court costs to one year in the
penitentiary, the fine and costs,
his former

Each was admitted to
bail
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OU'LL find here

popular styles for
Young Men and con-
servative models with
the New York touch of
style.

Caps
Shirts
Neckwr
Gloves
Hosiery

Fresh From the
Factories at
Sale Prices!

OU'LL not find one

price advertised and
another price marked on
our merchandise—every-
thing exactly as we re-
present it here.

Men’s black or dark brown

Men's flue Dress Shoe; black
or dark brown, at..... iy $4 95
Highest grade fine dress shoes
black or dark brown, at..... $5 95

Sample Work Shoes, | Heavy Work Shoes,

all sizes, at— all sizes, at—

$2.95 | $3.95

Come Early
For the
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- CORNER Bf NINETEENTH AVENIIE WEST AND SIJPERIGR STREET

W'HEN we have something good we want the public to !

know about it. We believe most men hate ‘Bargain
Sales’, but we know any clear-thinking * clothes-buyer
surely prefers to buy where he can get the best and most
for his money. We believe clothing dollars should be spent

- for as much clothing quality and style as they will buy.
Some of these suits would ordinarily sell for more than

HERE IS YOUR EASTER CHANGE

Dress “him” up forg._gster

at a price you can afford—

135 Men’s Sample Suits

Latest Styles—Niftiest Patterns

Some of these suits would ordinarily
sell for more than doume

R e

. ‘;'___7’-
N\ AT AT ._

15 Can You
w= Beat it/

Lot 1—

21 Boys' Suits, up-to-date styles and ’
patterns; all sizes— —_—

$5.00

Lot 2—

28 Boys' Suits, well wle il miftys

all sires— |
L.t 3—

32 Boys' Stylish Sunits in al

Lot 4— B
38 Boys' Nobby Snits in €5 —

' $8. 35

)
<J

not command your resp-
ect as a clean cut, com-
mon-sense,
ing part of this sale.

OULL not find a

single item that does

money-sav-

Men's Work
Pants

$2.50 Values

Men’s

Overalls

Heavy No. 220 Demm

$1.25

Men's Work
Shirts

$1.25 Values

50c

" Boy Scout Shoes,
sizes, at—

$2.75

T EGE IR o

oooooooooooo

Children’s Sample Shoes

Worth $3.00 and $4.00— R

Boys' Shoes with stitchdown $2 85

all| Boy’ dark blovm

dress shoes, at—

- $3.85

Mail Orders e
Given
Prompt
Attention!
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LABOR STALWART

(Continued from page 1)

o . so-called ‘“‘open shop', when they
Company case, repeated over and| were assured the shops were
over that he believed in labori“upen", but denied_ employment Iif
unious. He was heckled” f{re- they belonged to a union. “That,”
quently and usuaily made augl‘yihe said, “is the ‘epen shop' as it
retorts. | exists.  “There is a great dif-
The expression, “As I wuse the/ feremce,” he said, ‘between the
term ‘open  shop'’; the ‘openi'open shop’ my opponent believes
shop’ which T am defending,” and!in and the ‘open shep’ in faet.”
other like ones oceured every t'ew] The “safety wvalve" campaigns
moments thronghout Merritt's! of the railroads and the great in-
speeeh, Furuseth, on the other'dustrial corporations, Furuseth
Land, defended the closed shop said, were not undertaken until
without qualification. {after  workmen’s compensation
Merritt's  most {irequent rvfer—i]aws were enacted, despite their}
ences were to ‘‘society”, and to|protests, and then oniy beecause
“the people.” Furuseth's were to|their pocketbooks were touched.
men  and women and children,! Then he turned to Merritt.
Finally a man asked Merritt who! “Yo wutalk eof liberty!” he ex-
composed the ‘‘society” which he) claimed. “Liberty! You and yours
said must solye the labor problem.| denied it me and mine, You and

Merritt hesitated a moment,
said there were 16,000,000 farm-
ers in the United States, and he
would trust them with the " job.

“The ‘open shop,”” Merritt be-
gan, ‘‘does not conflict with union
recognition, with the right to or-
ginize, with colleetive bargaining.
or with the trend toward industrial
democracy. As I advocate it, all
may grow and flourish under it.
Opposition io the ‘open shop’ does
not iwply oppeosition to the union.

The issue is whether America
shall remain an ‘opem  shop’
country like Great Britain.”

The unions, he said, ask much
of society and offer no hostages
in returm. They claim the right,
he asserted, to exemption from
the laws of trade and commerce;
to blockade the chanmels of trade
merchandise to which they
to paralyze transportation
strikes. to freeze the

to any
objeer;
by railroad

then |

people of the country by coal mine

strikes; to leave the people de-
fenseless by police strikes.
Furuseth's first words were:

In his concluding speech Furu-
seth told of his gwn and others’
eperience trying -to get work- in

yours have shackled me and mine,
and now I come, knowing I have
been shackled, and somebody says,
Don't get excited. We are simply
defending liberty.’

“There is mo wmwore danger in In-
dustrial demoerzey than there is
in political demoeraey or in reli-
gious freedom; but if you sueceed
in stopping the sweep of human
evolution in this field the result

‘will be destruction and econfusion.

if the government persists in put-
ting itself_the employe and the em-

ployer through sueh legislation as|

the Kansas ‘Industrial Court’ law
it will wipe eout the trade union
organization and yvow wil have in
fact the ‘ome big unien.

“There is great dangér in such
things, for the greatest danger is
fear — fear test the workers get
more out of life on the industrial
plane — and out of fear comes
hate, and out of hate comes legis-
lation, and out of legislation comes
bondage. You may trust some of

| the business men lo find a reason

“The ‘open shop'—there
no such erittur,
a term by itselt is futile, .I shall’
not try to do it exept as a pmr
in the bigger and more significant |
giruzgle of man through all his-
tory for the_ right to Ilive de-|
cently.”

Then he sketched the history of
man’'s struggle for religious, poli-
tical and industrial- liberty. ‘The]

Furuseth
ideal seeking to|

labor struggle,
fs the Christian

enter the industrial field, but was;
being obstructed by the money |
power of the world.

“Freedom of the press, of speech

and of

by this ‘third estate’, the money |
power,”” he said, “when the money
power needed the people. Now it
hag decided that it is in control
and it thinks it can take away
these rights.

“It may take soma time,

that the labor power of man
the man himself, and all laws and
decisiong that treat it otherwise
are anti-American. They speak
of buying and selling labor power!
They might as well speak of buy-
fng and selling God!”

he said, has tolerated
the creation of a super-man---the
great corporations—and it has
been possible for the men who
control them to get control of the

America,

couniry’s matural resources and of
the rights and liberties of the
people, to destroy liberty, to con-
trol industrial righis, fo control|
the press through advertising and
stock ownership, to control the
legal profession trough fees and
universities through endowments.
Now, he asserted, they are seeking
to prevent any general organiza-
tion of labor.

“This super-man,” he said, “dic-

tates the kind of food your wives
and children shall eat, when and
how they shall Hve, when and how
often you shall see them; it fol-
lows
through detectives;
to the polls,
wus nothing compared to it.
tha socalled ‘open shop’
portant part of it
isolates the individual. It
link im
super-man is trying to impose its
conirol, It is a fraud so cunning
and plausible that it is a danger
to human
drance to
“One
with

is al

Christian living.

Gary, head of the

Trust, who is openly against uni-
ons: but the apologist of the so-
called ‘open shop’, who seeks to
put us to sleep in order to bind

us is another thing."”

In his first rebuttal, Merritt -re-
peated his assertion that “I dont't
stard here speaking for any group,

class or association. I don't be-
lieve in conflict, but in co-opera-
tion. I realize that a large part

of the reaponsibility rests as a
crushing burden on the shoulders
of the employers. But a national
‘closed shop' 18 wunchristian and
unbrotherly.” :

assemblage were conferred

The power of kings|
.'\!ld!

is an im-|
bhecause it‘

tha chain by which lhe*

can respect and disagree )
Steel |

| proletariaft,

for what they want to do, and you

ain’t | piay trust some lawyers to find a
To debate E“CI'I philosophy to flt. in with it.”

"MEXICO’S PRESIDENT

(Continued from Page Four)

class mailing privileges were
denied “‘La Lucha’, forced the
government to yield under threats

detideen, ‘of a general strike and by the

pressure of Radical officials.
Now representatives of that same
aided by those same
Radieal officials, had forced the
President of the Republic to aband-
on his shameful resolution to maul

| and jail thousands of marching
strikers.
Moments later Salecedo. Martinez

| and Cortez were in

i“;of the Republie

you to your union meetings|
it follows you!

<

|

i

evolution and a hin-
|

| and

| up petitions to

the long pro-
15,000 marching men
frequent and [fiercy
the sirikers, while

cession of
making
speeches to

. but| Gagea, back Tn the offices of the
some day the masters will realize| governor of

Federal District
of Mexico, was
reiterating to the police heads the
emphatic order to leave the
parades alone.

The mnext move is to be made
on the chessboard but be that
move what it may, men like Gasca
and Salcedo have furnished added
proof that Lenin was right.

A revolutionist in office under
a bourgeois government can ef-
fectively serve the working class.

A coward or to traitor is a cow-
ard or a traitor whether in office
or out office.

It would be well for Commun-
ism -if men like Gasca and Salcedo
could occupy official posts In the
bourgeois governments of every
country and rob those governmenis
of some of their venom.

COAL OPERATORS

page 1)

th

(Continued from

effect. They began to hold up
miners a8 they passed along the
public road and on the railroad
tracks. Trouble was inevitable.
The miners, as their only means
of protection, went about armed.

Seeing danger ahead, 0. A. Pet-
ers, secretary of the Wierwood
| local, and W. C. Romine; secrefary
of the Willis— Branch local, drew
Henry MeGraw,
sheriff of Fayette County, and
iovernor Cornwell of West Vir-
ginia, inquiring as to the authority

| for these guards at Willis Branch.

Five hundred citizens of the min-
ing town petitioned that these
hirelings be removed and that if
protection were needed, legal of-
ficers be stationed there.

The sheriff and governor replied
that the guards were not clothed
with authority of any kind, but
that, unfortunately, there was no
law on the statutes whereby they

could be removed,

Ag time passed the company was
able to import a few strike-
hreakers.

The mining camp of Wierwood
shows signs of battle and the
homes of farmers in the vieinity
the shots having been fired from

| turned

you

Talk about it to your friends
1 and your foes.

Pass it on te your shop-
mates. Buy it regularly.

IF you dislike this

JIFthn paper interests

paper

Write and tell us why.
We will try to answer your

arguments. and perhaps we
shall learn from your eri-
ticism.

interest you

—but tha'as impossible; 8o
enough ungér this head.

IF this paper does not

machine guns siationed at a line
of trenches overlooking the comp-
any store. On the evening of
August 8 the home of A. C.
Romine of Cirtsville was attacked
by a band of thugs. They were
driven off after a fierce fight in
whieh several hundred shots were
exchanged. Then the raiders re-
with  reinforcement at
1 o’clock in the morning and again
opened fire on the house. Help.
came from neighbors and the
guards were forced f{o retreat over
the hills.

At the beginning of the strike
Maynor's Branch of Paint Creek

' had 14 families living peaceably |

in it. Today all but five have
deserted it. Women and children
lived in a state of continual ex-
citement and fear.

August 28 a clash between min-}

ers and guards lasted 4 hours and
10 minutes and was of such magni-
tude that the sheriff and governor
decided the Baldwin-Feltz gtords
must leave. An agreement was
reached by officials of the mine
workers and the sheriff whereby
the former agreed to wuse their
influence to maintain Taw ond or-
der if the latter would see that
the thugs were sent away and
kept away.

The company then proceeded to
organize another army of guards.
This force was recruited from ex-
policemen of small towns. One
Sunday in November there was a
ficht in the stockaded mining
camp between the guards and the
strikebreakers whom they were
supposed to be protecting. Shortly
after trouble broke out anew and
the contingent began using the
machine guns from the same
trenches used by the Baldwin
thugs. ¢

Threats made against the life
of Henry Lafferty, a miner, were
carried out. He was murdered in
front of the post offica at Willis
Branch on the night of February
18, 1921. Resentment ‘rinally‘ ran
so high that the guards and sirike-
breakers packed their belongings
and left, the citizens hope for
good. The strike is still on.

PAYING WITH BLOOD

Berlin__More than 10,000 of the |

Russian soldiers who fought in
France for the Allies in the world
war are still being held there by
tkee French Government, despite
repeated demands for their repatria-
tion made by the Soviet authoritis,
according to an article in the Paris

Humanite quoted frem in yester-
day’'s Rote Fahne, Of these, 1,500
are held in Marseilles, 6,000 in

Verdun, 2,050 in Northern France
and 120 in Lorraine,. These figures
do not include the numerous Rus-
sians turned over te the big French
farmers for exploitation in the
flelds. Humanite concludes its
article by saving:

“The have been made to pay with
ttwir blood and  sufferings  the
interest on the cursed debts econ-
tracted by Czarism. They don't ask
the French proletariat to escort
them to the point of embarcation
witls red flags, In Allied Franee
they have become accustomed to
being escorted by negrees, with
fixd bayonets.”

+

ADVANCING PROLETARIAL.

GREEN BAY, Wis.—Belween
400 amd _ 500 employes of the
Northern Paper Mills have struck
work in accordance with a vote
taken in protest against a 20 per
cent reduction in wages which
went into effect Marech 1.

NEXT SUNDAY

at  Workers Hall A most in-

teresting leeture on esonomie

organization and the power of

the workers wiil be delivered
by

MARTIN CARLSON

Come and hear theis splendid
speaker. Admission free till 8.

Thereafter 15 and 55 sents.

'| wide.

{ some of our so called “Parlor Bol-

"year(?) gentlemen. At that time we

been put into effect. Will they —-

=

IN THE REALMS OFLABOR

? By SPARTACUS

SAVE MONEY

JEWELRY and WATCHES
80ld and Repaired by

M. GOLD & COMPANY,

1819 N. 5th St., Superlor, Wis,

The disease to cut wages of the
workers of this city, is now nation

We, who belong to the left in
the labor movement predieted this
attack upon the welfare of our
workingeclass during the time when
our traders of the A. F. of L. and

sheviki were sitting in the ‘‘peace
council” together with our “Par-
lor Patriots,’”” and one dollar a

were regarded as enemies of the
workers and were outlawed, while
they were hailed as the irue (7)
traders.

Now we are looking te them for
leadership, We patiently wait to
see what action they are going
to take to counteract the attempis
toreduce the standard of living of
the workers. The Steel Trust, Cop-
per Trust, 0il Trust, Meat Trust,
Railroad Industry, and Textile
industry have already announced
a reduction in wages. -Tn some of
these, a reduction in wages has

a3 in the past sell the interests of
the working class for a doughnut
or will they issue a ringing appeal
to the workers of the country to
resist with all possible means the
wage cut remains to be seen.

Exchange Is Crumbling.

The Builders: Exchange is be-
ginning to loose’a number of mem- |
bers, The Irom Range contractors
who fell in line with the Minnesota
Building Employers Association to
reduce the wages, lave now broken
away from the rest and agreed to
return to the former scale. On
account of that 18 members of the
Sheet Metal Workers on the Range
cities and the tii‘gé setters went
back to work. A\ ;'

In the eity "*gmi 1 contractors
signed up Wi Q)e Sheet Metal
Workers and embers went
back to worki 0 jcials of the
union are very optimistic over the
situation, expecting that more con-
tractors are going to break away
from the ‘Exchange and settle with
the union whereupon union men
will go to work, immediately.

All eofforts of tha Exchange to
secure strike bmk@rs has so far
met with failure, A ‘total of fom!_
willing tools have been imported to
the city to take the places of the

NEXT TUESDAY

Marech 29th, 1921
at Workers Hall

FLOYD RAMP

See Editorial Page.
8 o'clock sharp., Admission [ree

= GET YOU

- We have them ready made
or made to order “Royal
Clothes” at prices from

$35.00 and $40.00

high grade Dress and
Working Shoes.

i

the affair is composed of the fol~

CLASS CODDS--REASONABLE PRICES

$20.00 $25.00 $30.00

We also carry a full line of

OGDEN 542-Y

Sheet Metal Workers mnpw on

|SUPERIOR SCANDINA-
VIAN LOCAL L

meets at 8 o’clock
EVERY SATURDAY EVENING

strike.

TERMINAL HALL

Machinists. to Celebrate;

The local Machinists Uniom will
celebrate its 19th anniversary at
Workers Hall on  Wednesday,
March 30th,

The day will be obselved by
every member of the union as a

For a Square Meal at Reasonable
Price Go to the

Comfort Restaurant
Olofsen & Co., Props.
1913 West Superior Street
You will always find your friends
‘there.

Corner Winter and Ogden

C. G. CARLSON 2
2028 W. ist Street.

Painting and Decorating

holiday and no work will be per-

formed. In the evening, members
of union with families will held
an enterfainment to which every
local unfon of the city has been
asked to send a representative.
The committee having charge of

Haémén & Laitinen Co

103 E. Suptrior St., Dulath, Minn.

Twenty Years experience in High-
Grade Wacth repairing and Jewelry
High-Grade Watihes and Jewelry.
Manufacturing. Full line line of
We are also authorized agents for
Empire Talking Machines.

Papering—Graining.
Paints and Varnishes. .

VICTOR CARLSON
Photographer

lowing members: H, G. Franklin, =

NEW ART STUDIO

J. N. Ward, 0. H. Losby, J. P.!
Jensen, C. W. Hitchcock, John !
Youngquist, C. A, Eckstrom and'
T. A, Miberay.

The Iloeal Machinists Union is
one of the pregressive trade unions
of the city. They have always been

New and sed Furniture, Stoves and

Rugs, Bought, Sold and Exchanged.

We urll your furniture for you at
15 per cent. Try us once.

Bindler and Davis Co.

1606—1608 WEST SUPERIOR ST.
ME‘.-I_,RUSE 1273.

Furniture-Stoves-Rugs |

SUPERFINE WORK =
2022 W. Superior Streef, Duluth

0. F. Wennerhmd

in the fore front fighting for all
radical measures undertaken by

the labor movement. &

Truth congratulates Zenith
Lodge No. 274 International Asso-
ciation of Machinist upon its 19th
annivefsary, We wish the union
success in fts labors to Improve

UNCALLED FOR
Tailor-Made SUITS
AT HALF PRICE

17 2-2 FIFTH AVYE. W, DULUTH

JEWELER

Best Wacthes and Jewelry
At Lowest Prices

the conditions of its members.

1919 W. SUPERIOR ST.

Olson & Hoppenyan

Undertakers & Embalmers

WM. BIRD’S

TP T0 DATE

Phione, Melrose 7620.
2014 W. Superior St. BARBER SHOP
DULUTH, MINN. 1022 Went Superior St., Duluth

ALBERT THALIN 1

TIRE SHOP

THAT'S ALL WE DO

EXAMINE EYES and FIT
GLASSES.
BUT WE DO IT RIGHT

Drs. Larson & Larson

0. T. ROSAAS|

PHOTOGRAPHER

Melrose $220
2030 West Superior Street.

1908 West Superior Street

Vulcanizing and expert tire
repairin®. All work guarant-
eed. Also dealer in tires.

PHONE MELROSE 7556

Specialists |
BEMIDJI, MINNESOTA |
|
GET 1T !
The American Empi ’
| he American tmpire | | When You Get Hungry =
3 2t . |
by SCOTT NEARING | go to
RAND BOOK STORE, |
7 East 15th Street. New York. | o = =
| Oliver Restaurant
|
are here to ‘an]o good ' ver a
service. — We have a i 0
3 3 - ]trg'r‘ stock of all kinds to G—Pt' G_OOd Things to Eat ‘
of App]aﬁ_ Oranges and vegei- Always Fresh Food T
?)?lﬂg;.ln‘l?;:t 3"2“"3(]3 {,‘:;‘! 1({":;': Neatest and Cleanest Place in
save 15 to 20 per cent on the West End

the Dollar by buying here.

At Workers’ Hall

We
19th Ave West and 1st St. 5

ara selling the very best
Apples at F

L8225 per box.

Wa deliver. Give us a trial

West End Fruit &
Produce Market,

Melrose 4421
2217 West Superfor St.

Every
Thursday Night

Good Music! — All Welcome!
Admission 15¢ and 55¢

Duluth

Superior St.

|
{
| 2009 W.
1
F
f
I

ALWAYSK |

A reasonable price on Siloves
Heaters, Furnitare, Kitchen

uteasiis nod Gen. Line of

ORDER YOUR EASTER SUIT EARLY

Get widest selection — Get fullest wear from
Your Suits. — Get Your Fittings
Before the Rush—at

FALK #¢ TAILOR

17 N. 2ist AVENUE, WESI.

Dishes mnt ihe

Duluth Furniture Co.

1903 W. Superior St.

NOTICE!

Duluth Scand. Local

WE CARRY HELDMAN GLOTHES

$25 to $35 Union Made $25 to $35

meets every Wed.
Night at Workers
Hall, Cor. 19th Ave.
W. & lst St. —New

Members welcome!!

JOHNSON CLOTHING STORE,

208 WEST THIRD STREET, DULUTH, MINNESOTA

H SUITS FROM US‘H

& SHOE
HOUSE

10 N 6™ AVE WEST

CLOTHING

A. KYYHKYNEN,
Mens Outfitters From Head to Foot

| NEFEFQTIVE PAGE
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PURE MILK
JENS NILSEN,

OUR MILK CCONTAINS
THE CREAM AND IS
GUARANTEED

We serve from 25th Ave N.
to Piedmont.

1914 W. 10th St. Lin. 1108-M

WEST END HAS A

BAKERY|

Making all kinds of the best
bakery goods and the finest
“home-made’” candies you ever
tasted!

Try this new West End Bak-
ery — it will plense you in all
ways.

Johnson Bakery &
Candy Co.

1997 West Buperior Sireei
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BOLSHEVISM IN IRELAND

And now comes the New York Evening Post and tells
©s that the fight in Ireland is mot a Bolshevik fight at all.
The squabble is merely over differences of opinion between
scme male women in England and some Sinn Feiners in
Ireland. .

Read™the wisdom of the New York oracle:

The Irish labor party, like most organizations ol
that type elsewhere, has an extremist left wing which
fervently adores the neo-Marxian idols. The leader
of this section was James Connolly, who was executed
in 1916, and his memory has become the center of an
internationalist cult. As Connolly was a Sinn Feiner,
there is an overlapping of Sinn Fein and commun-
ist opinion, but a the present disorder in Ireland ecan-
not be labeled bolshevist without a complete disre-
gard for the facts.

The mass of the Irish people are immune from
bolshevism’ for two self-evident reasons. They are
devoted Catholics and they are peasant proprietors.
No more powerful antidote to bolshevism exists than
this combination of the Catholic church and small
property ownership, The fundamental conservatism
of the Irish ‘Trebel” has always been a remarkable
characteristic of Irish history.. James Connolly him-
self comments bitterly upon this fact in his “Labor
in Irish History.” The bogy of Irish “bolshevism,”
may, therefore, be regarded as a convenient distraz-
tion from the real problem of Ireland.

Df course the Post has forgotten that the same shield
Rgainst Bolshevism was shined up in Russia — only a
little stronger. For was there ever a nation so entirely under
the power of the church as in Russia? Were there ever
any more devoted Catholics in all this world?

It appears that the Post is slandering the Catholic
church. Does the Post mean to say that the Catholic church
protects the tyrants? That the Catholic church was the
bulwark of the czars? That the Catholic church is the hope
of British tyranny over Ireland?

Well and good. Then the Post has made it clear that
the Catholic church is merely the tool of the oppressing
class. Then it logically follows that religion is not the
private matter that we hear so much about all around.

:{  POOR FARM MANAGER

We are reliably ‘nformed by the morning papzrs that
-.one Ward who used to be the manager of the county poor
farm was ousted because he was incompetent to manage
thst institution.

Whereupon the said Ward prompily allied himself with
the Lincoln Club of this city and offered himself on the
altar as a sacrificz to the peop:: of Duluth to render con-
scienscivus and competént servic: as mayor of our city.

The ousting &s manager of the poor farm is saii to have
taken place eariy in February or befcre and the day after
the Lincoln Club put him forth as the most suitable timber
it had for the offi.e of mayor. Ward was in necd of a
job and the Lincoln Club was in need of a candidate. :

So now we will be allowed to vote into office this
marvellous sample of efficiency who boasts of his wide
experience as a public servant and of a career of faithful
devotion to duty as he saw it.

Of course it is a hard job to- menage a poor farm. No
wonder that he failed. Moreover it may be hard to menage
a city. There is, however, great consolation in th know-
ledge that if he should prove utterly incompetent as mayor
of Duluth there is the job of governor of the state. And
should he fail therin he will always have the chance, with
all other American boys, to become president.

So, let not your heart be troubled. The people have sto &
Wilson, who never had the honor to fail as a poor house
manager, so we can certainly stand his highness who 1s
now on the way from the poor house to the white house.

Those Ten-weekers are gefting stronger. Many of our
comrades have sent in long lists of subs. Only 25 cents
for ten weeks.

CLIP THIS OUT

Cup. vut the following petition and send to President
Harding, Washington, D. C

President Warren G. Harding,
Washington D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Believing that you are willing to listen to the voice
of the people and that your aim is to serve the interests
of justice and equity I hereby join with vast multitudes
of other citizens in asking you to proclaim a general
amnesty for all political prisoners now in prison or|
out on bail pending decisions of ‘the courts, It is my feel-
ing that only thru freedom of speech, guaranteed us by
the Constitution can we hope to weather the storms and
make this nation safe for its inhabitants to live in.

It is because you have already, Ssince assuming the
office of president, acted in many ways in a manner
that shows you to be a justice loving and a liberty
loving man that 1 am encouraged to write you in be-
half of our incarserated victims whose only crime is
that they have stood for peace and championed the
cause of suffering humanity.

The American people, with comparatively few ex-
ceptions, are in favor of a general amnesty for political
offenders and it is my firm belief that you will not only
serve the ends of justice by a proclamation of amnesty
but endear yourself in the hearts of your countrymen.

Trusting that you may be lead to act in accordance
with the overwhelming and reasonable wish of the
people of this country, I am

Very Sincerely,

BRI s omin s o st e N ) s T e ~
State e ion o Pt

Sign the above, date it and give address, then put into
an envelope addressed to the presidnt and mail. Do it
now. Get your neighbors to do it. Flood the White House

. 8th of April. The time is short and you will have to work

Already the orders are coming in for bundles of the
Amnesty number of TRUTH which is to be published the

hard to make this effort count,

Let us suggest that you organize a real distributing squal
and cover your territory well with the Amnesty number of
TRUTH. Find & dozen of real liberty Iovers and assign to
each a speiific territory and let him cover that territory
thoroly. Figure out how many copies you will need for this
purpose and order accordingly.-

No individual should be asked to bear alone the burden
of paying for this bundle. But if you ask neighbor fora dona
tion h'e will hand you a quarter gladly. Many will givel
you fifty cents and a few will fork over a dollar. Why
should not every worker have a hand in this? Explain the
plan and give them an invitation to help. g

We are making the rate of two and a half cents a copy.
In bundles of one hundred or more two cents a copy.
It will be easy for you to get $2 for a bundle of 100 for
almost any ‘town in this country.
We-go to press on the 6th so the orders should be in by
that time. We must knoy how many to print by that time
as. we cannot fill orders after that date. :
Do you really.appreciate what this special effort means?’
It practically means that our fellow workers are either to be
released or serve their long terms. Some of them ‘have ten
end fifteen and twenty years. Unless we have amnesty most
of them will never come out alive. It means that they will
have to die in prison.
The president is open to suggestions. He is listening now
to the voice of the workers. If they cry loud enuf he will
obey and release the prisoners. If he finds little or no
interest among the workers for the liberation of the prison-
ers he will take that as a sign that they do not want them
freed. The other side of the story is told him loudly and
persistently by the capitalist press and the.war profiteers.
Our opinion can best be expressed by sending our mes-
sage to the president. A letter and a telegram from twenty
five million workers will mean a lot to him. He would act
in accordance with the.wish expressed therein.
You will find in tHis issue a form to sign. Enclese in an
envelope and address it to President Harding, Washing-
ton D. C. It will cost you two cents to get this to him.
Better yet write in your own words a message to the pres-
ident. Tell him right out of your own heart what you want.
These personal pleas will have great weight with him.
Now appoint yourself a committee of one to work up
this matter. Add to your committee one or two and put
all the rest of the workers to work collecting funds and
getting ready to distribute the Amnesty edition of TRUTH.

“THE MOST HIGHEST

Will tl:le old kaiser never cease his brutal onslaughts on
a suffering humanity. First he embraced and kissed one
of our ex-presidents, then he made the world war, and?
now he has written a book. He has sent the mranu,script:
to some of his friends so the press got it.

. This twaddle written by this half wit is remarkable for
its self praise. He does not hesitate to call himself the
“all highest” and majesty and king and god and every-
thing. H‘e is almost as conceited as one Woodrow, the
super kaiser, we once had driving the slaves of ‘this country

It was a sweet morsel for the press to spring the sub-
child stuff of the Most Highest upon an innocent people.

The following is the text of the letter which accompanied
the manuscript when it was sent out to the kaiser's friends:

The House of Doorn, September, 1920,

High and Noble Sir:

I homor myself to present a comparative historical table
from 1884 to the outbreak of the war in 1914, compiled
by his majesty, the kaiser and king; and, second, a booklet
entitled *“The Alleged Guilt of Germany and the Kaiser
for the Outbreak,” an answer to Karl Kautsky (who was
In charge of the preparation of the German White Book
during the war), Theodore Scheinmann. These are respect-
fully sent to you by the all highest, his majesty the kaiser
and king. ;

tables, or excepts therefrom, reach the press or are dis-
cussed in the press, although there is mo objection to their
being circulated among friends. The booklet, proof of which
1 send you by Theodore Scheinmann — mentioned as sub~
Ject No. 2 above — will appear in the market shortly.
(Signed) Lord Chancellery, hofmarshallant to his majesty
the kaiser, King William II.

Thereto is set the seal of the Prussian eagle.

Isn’t it much nicer to have a living kaiser than a dead
czar?

- THE STEEL OUTLOOK

From “The Economist” capitalist barometer of Chicago,
we learn that there will be no great opening up of the steel
mills for some time. il

The following is a summing up of the situation:

The best thing that can be said about the iron and
steel trade is that production has shrunken to. such
small proportions that there must be some moderate
revival soon merely from the need of replacements even
in lines of business’ which’ are themselves much de-
pressed. The activities of the United States Steel Cor-
oration are decreasing after that concern has held out
against the tendencies which have made such a great
change in the production of the independent companies.
It is estimated that the whole industry is mow opera-
ting below 35 per cent of capacity. The buying is
thought to be not over 25 per cent of the country’s
capacity in the rolling of steel, but orders have accu-
mulated gradually and some of the independent plants
are resuming. Prices are slipping all the time and prod-
ucers not very willing to quote. When billets are quoted
at s0 wide a range as $38.50 to $48.75, Pittsburgn,
Youngstown and Philadelphia, it can hardly be said that
we have a market. Wrought iron pipe has been cut $10
per ton, but the cast iron article holds steady. In pig
iron. No. p foundry valley is quoted at $26 or a little
better. Revival in all these lines is slight and local but
quite a good many small orders have come in.

Though it is reported that the 1p cent price for copper
has been withdrawn,- the market is weak and further
curtailment of output is planned. The surplus in this
country for the first two months of 1921 is estimated
at 30 million pounds, excluding imports; and the carry-
over from 1920 was nearly 900 million pounds. The
other metals are weak, The Federated Malay States
“have agreed with the Netherlands government and the
Billiton Tin Company not to sell tin supplies for at
least three months.

Western agricultural products have gone off badly,
even including meats, which one might suppose would
derive some strength from the probable curtailment in
production at the packing-houses, but the stocks are

“n THE-AMNESTY DRIVE _:~-| s FLOYD RAMP -

‘wilk speak on Sunday Evening. He has spoken here before

His majesty wishes to have it avoided that these historical |

‘When Floyd Ramp taiks about the WO L
CRISIS he speaks with the :?uthority gainedB rom l:ggg
contast with the conditions that produce the crisis. The
predlcaﬁient in which the workers now find themselves did
not begin yesterday nor last month, nor last year. It is
n:lerel.y the working out of forces that have been in opera-
tion in the ‘past. And Floyd Ramp was merely an instru-
ment in the grasp of those forces,

In the vast forests of the North west he took an active
part in the establishment of the eight hour day and the
raising of the standard of the timber workers to the status
of human beings. As a worker on the ranches of Oregon
he played a prominent part in the struggles of the agrarian
proletariat. And for that activity he won the undying
hatred of the Master Class who framed up a case against
him under certain convenient war time legislation and
Floyd Ramp went to prison. :

In January 1920, as a sailor, he ¢rossed the Pacific
bound for Japanese and Chinese ports, left the ship at |
Shanghai went overland to Harbinn and from there tol
Vladivostock, Siberia. He was in Vladivostock when the
Japanese disarmed the Russian garrisons, and took control
of the city. He knows from personal observation just how
the Japanese army of occupation sets about to “pacey”
the Russians, and he know:s how bitterly they are hated,

Ramp was one of the crew on the U. S. Transport,
“America” that carried the Czech troops from Siberia back
to Europe by way of the Port Said route. The troops were
discharged at Trieste Italy. He was in Italy just previous
to the taking over of the metal industries by the Italian
workers. For the past few months he has been in the
territory adjacent to New York. -

This is his first cross country tour since his return from
Asia and Europe. The story he has to tell of Labor’s aspira-
tions in every part of the world is of vital interest to
the workers of this country. Industrial unrest is not con-
fined to one nation; untmployment is a world phenomenon;
everywhere are those who co the world’s work raching out
for more power. The WORLD LABOR CRISIS is here.
Hear Floyd Ramp’s story of that crisis.

Workers Hall, Tuesday March 29 8 p.m. sharp.

Of course if you can send in a yearly sub at $2 or a six
month sub at $1 it is that much better. With every yearly
renewal accompanied by one new yearly sub both you and
the! new one get the Bishops book, “Communism and
Christianism.” -

' MARTIN CARLSON

{ Our I. W. W. friend and fellow worker, Martin Carlson,

and: whenever he speaks he makes the workers think.
Asfan organizer he is the most persistent we have ever
Seen. As a speaker his mastrful ‘and ‘exeedingly instruc-
tive and interesting. Come and learn while learning it
good. Pack the hall. -

‘MOONEY MEETING-IN SUPERIOR
The Superior workers are making .elaborate arrange-
ments for a Mooney Amnesty meeting to be held in the
Big Finnish Workers Hall on :Thursday, March 31 at
8 o'clock in the evening. The program is elaborate and will
be interesting thruout., J. O. Bentall will be the speaker

in English an a Finnish speaker will be secured to speak
in that language .

CRAZYLAND, ON THE LUNY PIKE

Have you ever been to crazyland, down on the Luny Pike?

There are the queerst people there, you never saw the like,

The ones who do the useful work are poor as poor can be.

While those who do no useful work, all live in luxury.

They raise so much in Crazyland of food and clothes
and such,

That those who work don’t have enough because they raise
too much.

The greatest God in crazyland is the mammon God of Gold,

The crazy way they worship this is amazing to behold.

They have big wars in crazyland; they fight to beat
the band

And' slaughter for their love of gold and love of crazyland.

True prophets ‘down in crazyland they crucify and stone,

They put humbugs in the pulpits and seat grafters on
the throne. ;

Order a bundle of the Amnesty edition. In bundles up
to 100 it costs 215 cents a copy. For bundles of 100 or
over it costs 2 cents a copy.

THE POET’S THEME
By ELLA WHE..LER WILCOX.

Why should the poet of these pregnant times
_ Be asked to sing of war’s unholy crimes?

To laud and eulogize the trade which thrives
On horrid holocausts of human lives?

Man was a fight.ing'beast when earth was young
And war the only theme when Homer sung.

Twixt might and might the equal contest Iay;
Not so the battles of our modern day.

Too often now the conquering hero struts
A Gulliver among the Lilliputs.

Success no longer fests on skill or fate,
But on the movements of a syndicate.

Of old, men fought and deemed it right and just
Today the warrior fights because he must;

And in his secret soul feels shame because
He desecrates the higher manhood’s laws.

Oh, there are worthier themes for poet’s pen
In this great hour than bloody deeds of men.

The _rfghts of many — not the worth of one —
The coming issues, not the battle done;

The awful opulence and awful need —
The rise of brotherhood — the fall of greed.

The soul of man replete with God’'s own force,
The call “to heights,” and not the cry ‘to horse.”

Are there not better themes in this great age
For pen of poet, or for veice of sage,

Than these old tales of killing? Song is dumb
Only that greater song in time may come. !

80 Jarge that the world sees abundant supply for the
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‘When comes the bard he whom the world waits for,

He will not sing of War..
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MEXICO'S PRESIDENT BACKS
DOWN BEFORE FIRM LABGR

By Linn A. E. Gale.

MEXICO CITY. — When Nikolai

Lenin made the statement that a
real Communist could hold office
under a bourgeois government with-
out surrendering his manhood or
turning traitor to his revolutionary
conscience, he cited the instances
of Liebknecht of Germany and
Hoglund if Sweden.
Today he could make the same
statement again and cite the case
of Ceiestino Gasca, Governor of
Meyico's I'ederal District.

On Sunday morning February 27,
there occurred in this city a most
unusual conference — a conference
which may go down in the history
if Mexico as an event of far reach-
ing consequences.

On Saturday night President Al-
varo Obregon had summoned Gov-
ernor Gasca to him and declared,
that the advertised demonstration
of 15,000 railroad men and other
workers the following morning,
must not take placé. Gasca lmad told
Obregon that before he was Gov-
ernor, he was a worker, and he was
still a worker who would never
use his official authority agalnst
the working class. The two parted
unable to agree.

Sunday morning Gasca with Eu-
lalio Martinéz, General Secretary of
Mexico's One Big Union; Jose Lo-
pez Cortes, Secretary of the In-
terior of the Mexican O. B. U.;
Ezequiel Salcedo, chief of the gov-
ernment printing office and one of
Mexico's leading TRadicals; and two
railroad strike leaders, went to

the house of Obregon to have the

matter out with him.
The argument that followed is

‘unique in Mexican history and per-

haps without paralled in the his-
tory of any country.

The Radical Governor of the
Federated Distriet and his comrades
demanded- that the President sghow
his Itand. Obregon replied with em-
phasis that the strike demonstra-
tion could not take place, that the
strike being on the lines of the
National Railways, was against the
government, and that the govern-
ment was determined to break it.
He wound up by reiterating his
order to Gasca to send out the city
police with instructions. to stop the
parade.’ S

Gasca iz a quiet, unostentatious
litile man whom many workers do
not yet fully know. He is more
given to simple, sincere acts than
to speeches and philippics. But
when the test comes Gasca always
shows the mettle of a man who
stands by his convictions in spite
of power and pelf.

When Obregon issued his ulti-
matum, Gasca, ex-shoemaker, ex-
mechanic and always a worker and
a Radical even when Governor,
made his brief, simple and un-
mistakable answer.

“Mr. President,” said the Gov-
ernor, “I told you last night and
I tell you again now that I am a
worker, My duty is first of all to
the workers. If my duty as Gov-
ernor conflicts with that as a work-
er, you have right mow my resig-
nation as Governor. I shall stop no
parade and break no strike, It
is too late now to stop the parade
anyway for the procession is al-
ready forming on the square in
front of tihe statute of Charles
1V, but even if there were time, I
would obey no such orders. If
you insist on having me obey
you, I shall give you my resigna-
tion this very moment.”

Obregon, dazed with surprise,
pale and nervous, shifted about but
made no answer.

Then spoke up Ezequiel Salcedo
who fot_side-by-side with Obregon
in the late revolution, who worked
day and night to overthrow the
Carranza regime in ihe belief that
the new one would be a proletarian
regime, and who years ago was an
exile in the United States where he
fled to escape the wrath of Por-
firio Diaz for engaging in “sedi-
tious” propaganda.

“Mr. Presidemt’’, declared Sal-
cedo passionately, “we want to
know once and for all whether you
are with us or against us, We
thot you were with wus., That is
why we supported your revolution.
If we were mistaken, if we made
fools of ourselves, we want to
know it and determine our fut-
ure course accordingly. Are you
going to permit this demonstration
and also permit us to win this
strike, or are you going to try
to stop the demonstration and
arouse the opposition of the organ-
ized proletariat of Mexico?”

Again Obregon moved about un-
easily and evaded a direct answer.
“Regardless of the outcome of this
strike'”, he said, “the Radicals
ought to be satisfied. You have
your men occupying some of the
biggest offices in the government
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— Calles, Secretary of State and
head of the cabinet; De la Huerta,
Secretary of the Treasury; Moro-
nes, head of the munitions factor-
ies, an office that is as important
as a cabinet ministry; Villareal,
Secretary of Agriculture; Salcedo,
chief of the government printing
office; Vasconcelos, rector of the
National University; ete.”

Salcedo . flared up. in
you think the working class of
Mexico is satisfied with a few
government jobs?' he roared. “Do
you think thwse few jobs are going
to accomplish the salvation of the
wage slaves of this country? Don’t
you know that all we can do is to
apopint a few Radicals to good-
paying positions in our respective
department and to use a big share
of our salaries for donations to
help maintain working eclass propa-
ganda and organizations, support
the Institute of Social Science, our
daily newspaper and other publi-
cations, etc.? Don't you know that
the only reason why we are hold=-
ing office under this as yet capital-
ist government is to get money and
means with which to destroy that
very capitalist system? We did not
accept these positions for the pur-
pose of patching up things and
making the workers satisfied but
for the purpose of obtaining re-
sources with which to hasten the
end of capitalism in Mexico. We
lave been accused at times of
being your tools Mr. President, and
of having surrendered our revolu-
tionary convictions, but the charges
were lies. We worked with you to
a certain extent for it seemed to
us the most practical thing to do
but we only worked with you when
your policies were inclined to help
the workers, The minute you do
anything against the Mexican pro=
letariat, we shall fight you to the
bitter end. And we know that not
only Comrade Gasca but General
Calles and Don Adolfo de la Huer=
ta will stand with us and against
¥you, if you take such a stand. De
la Huerta has already told us that
he will resign if you persist in this
attitude. Calles is in Yucatan with
Felipe -Carrill and helping the
Yucatan Sacialists store up arms
with which to resist any counter
revolution that the henequen cap-
italists may start. Calles already
knows what is happening here and
by tomorrow you will have his
telegram of resignation unless you
yield to the wishes of the work-
ers.”

“‘Don’t deceive yourself, .
President,” continued Salcedo. “The
workers made you and they can
unmake you. Your ievolution was
a -evolution of and by the work-
ers. Mayde they  were fooled but
they will not be fooled again. I re-
member and so do you, the incie
dent of Celaya. You had g bane
quet there in the closing days of
the Carranza regime and we had
to beg the prominent men of the
town to accept tickets. They didn’t
want to come, were afraid and
suspicious because so many worke
ers and Radicals were backing you.
Even after the fall of Carranza, in
the election in which you defeated
the Catholic candidate nobody voted
for You except union men peasants
and farm laborers. The business
men stayed at home or else voted
for Domingues. I warn you not to
trifle with the rising proletariat of
Mexico. Either it will get what it
wants under your administration
and you will permit it to do so,
or it will everthrow your admin-
istration as it did that of Carranza
and take what it wants by forces
of arms. Do you believe you can
betray your promises when the
strongest men in your cabinet are
with us and will, if necessary, fight
with us? Do you believe that you
can save yourself if the revolution=-
ary Socialist governments of Yuca
tan and Campeche turn against
you and the strong Radical move=
ments” of Chiapas and Tabasca
unite with tkem? Never.”

Obregon had heard enfif and he
was in no mood for talking. For
nearly two hours he had been list-
ening to the impassioned declara-
tions of Gasca, Salcedo, Martinez,
Cortez and the two railroad men.
He_ turned suddenly, more mervouz
and uncomfortable than before, and
said, “I shall not give permission
for the demonstration but go ahead
and have it without permission of
the government. I promise you that
you will not be molested.”

Obregon turned abruptly and
ended the interview, The workers’
Governor and the representatives
of Mexiio’s One Big Union filed

rage. “Do

out of the presidential residence
silently, grimby, with jaws shut
tight.

A few week before the Mexican
proletariat, angered when second

(Continued on Page 3.
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