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APPEAL

On June 2nd the Spanish Socia-
list and Communist Parties and
the U. G T. appealed to the Com
munist and Socialist Internationals
and to the International Federa-
tion of Trade Unions asking them
yet again to undertake common
action of the most determined kind
against the Fascist intervention
In Spain. The next day Dimitrov
mede known the text of a tele-
gram sont by tho Communist In-
tsrntlonal to the Socialist and
Trade Union Internationals to es-
tablish unity of action to defend
the Spanish people.

Do llrouckere’s replied, stating
that while they realised nore
than over the need for energetic
action, neither the Chairman nor
the Secretary had the power to
act on their own Initiative.

Such a formal reply In face or
such grave Issues brought many
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proteals “tlie lenders of the 2nd
Intomathuml could not refuse the
dninuiils of the Spanish worker’
organisations In the race of the
grim realities of llie struggle in
Spain and the rapidly growing
demand of the workers throug
hout the world, for action In sup-

port of the Spanish people.
Socialists agree to meet.

De Brouckera sent a furlier
telegram to Dimitrov saying
“W\e too believe It Is essential to
reach an agreement on action i
behalf of Spain and wilhnn! o
edless delays™ and asked the (tom
munist International to Inform
him of the place of meeting.

Luigi Polls, left,

Inspector of the Brigade™ to at
tend the meeting.

The Communist International
Immediately appointed comrades
Thorea ami Cochin of France,
Jost Dias lander of tho Spanish
Communist I'artle, Fran™ Dahlem
of Germany and Luigi Gallo, of
the Kalian Communist Party and
Inspector of the International
lilgndeii ns their representatives
at the moating In Paris on the
li-h of Jure,

The liepublican press received
tho news with general satisfac-
tion. A number of newspapers
regret the costly delay which has
occurred and consider the meeting
as a victory of the working mas-
ses throughout the world.

A Victory for working class
solidarity.

The fact that the meeting is to
take place is In itself a tremen
dous achieverment for working
class solidarity. But can we feel
entirely confident that even at
this late hour there will be no voi-
ces in the meeting raised against
united action?

Because of previous experiences
we are forced to believe that if
any such opposition arises, it will
be voiced by representatives of
the British Labour Party, and
lids would be exceedingly dange-
rous because of the decisive in-
fluence which the British labour
movement commands in the court
cils of the Second International.

A tremendous  responsibility

M arcel Cacliin.
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rests upon the British working
class to insist that the meeting
decides for action and to ensure
that action is energetically car-
ried out

All of ua are in touch with
working class organisations back
home and each of one us has the
duty of informing our comrades
outside Spain of their great res-
ponsabilites and what this unity
of action by the two great Inter-
nationals can accomplish.

The tremendous weight of opi-
nion which has compelled this
meeting must be strengthened by

i thousands of resolutions deman-
ding not only food, money and
medical supplies, but above all
overwhelming pressure on the
gcverments to end the tragedy
of '‘non-intervention” which aids

' the Fascists; to outlaw the Fas-
cists and secure the withdrawal
of German and Italian ships and

1 soldiers; to give the Goverment

S of Spain its full rights to procu-

1 ro war materials abroad.

' Thi3 is no easy task, for too

1 much time has already been lost,

y but it is well within the powers

i of the two Internationals at a ti-

* me when the people of the world

r are revolted at the crimes of

v Fiseism.

LANCASTER, PA. LOCK
WORKS SHUT AS WORKERS
WALK OuUT

'E LANCASTER, Pa. — Fraim

j Lock Works is shut down through

( the courage of a group of workers
who shut off the electric switch

|| early Wednesday morning In pro-
test against $14 for 38-hour weeks
and for refusal of Old Sam Fraim
to negotiate terms with the C.1.O.

I into which most of the workers
are organized.

[

[l AL SMITH IN ROME

3 Our old friend, Wall Street
Brown Derby strutter, former Go-
ji veraor of Naw York, once Demo-
| cratic Presidential candidate, Al
n Smith, is in Rome visiting Musso-
lini. 1t is well known that Smith
is a vigorous fascist supporter.
While in the city he prayed at
¢ St. Peter’s after being escorted to
I' the altar by two Swiss guards.
1 And he was received in private
a audience by Pope Pius Xl at his
k summer home. To mark the occa-
sion the Pope presented Mr. Smith
n an autographed minature. The
J gift to the Pope was a minature
O Empire State Building of gold. A
1’ good symbol of american capita-
fa lism.
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General Luckacs is dead, he died a leader

and a here of the

(toneral Luckacs (Mat&i
one d the very best eonJioMflton
of trh International EfngaoEet, &
d&aat. He died, hit by g gi&nuk
'IDhideinspecting the terr~d\r&ii;r
wftid His unit was to ale .

He Wed liJee a hero w tle /ronit
line, it the head of fils- tVoapt,
as  egenerals of the people faow
hou b die, the generalsof rtrk
glcrirGis Spanish popular “Ar-ynf-

Arx ex perienced
and i brilliant cavalry gffvGi,
well tnown ‘writer m m-Zteri
gicesthins, a couragerms ifmitgrarl a
antifascist fighter, Gwtr«! lkm-
hews pas one of the Jirst © oljfet
h's experience, his Jcnouthsdy e, Wh
uusdem and his courages | c 'tk
c&us-eoj Spanish Freedom,

dc9 [he appeal of [He Spvwtil
peep It cowardly attacktdi bytrk
rehel generals, traitors- 0 Lgn
Counifry, and threatened trk
ai-ryZGoes and by the k>n-2u
temczfamal fascism, Gemvnrt hMm
koces-jUke a thousand oth-en jnot
alZ toads, left his peacejinl avdtLh-
ties k come to Spain figrfil
forrzhv freedom of a brot hir- peo-
pleaM for the indepxndeenr"m-ni
| t>enji of all peoples.

L e weds G-eneral and dwimsmt
der oj one of the area testcojft-h
International Brigades, dir- n?«
frieied*and brother ofa I figrhlten
for liberty, he is a I-&o m~m™*
the thousand of heroes V¥Q «
this erie war against /insds-%
m et e[great the name of Fpea-w'ni
continue the noblest frcC-ifiow ¢
Ji&roimi.

Eg was at Unvuersitoj fail-
ing Se memorable WWGtVbe
denys-,~rhen the herons dsforan ¢
tn'virrcSble Madrid begann  titQnces
at Pomelo de Alarc&%. K*SP ¢Biii-
22 <M Monte, at JiTind-sioso, i
MejfcMuhonda, on the Jexr'wru, d
Czu"Mlajara.

Eg was ahvays at Iftt hai &
husniit, shoulder to skodEddr*
the v famous BrigadesoojtChe
'Kie) Spanish poptclatr
w it ememorxble pcrjts @f Vhilrto-
rf pwer and wisdom peega
wfticrkwill remam in- /LisiOn.

lit. {few days he m~dk ius idil
into i model of orgrairiaeton,

to fight end of @i
cidy jdr action,

Eg was among the et (oo

vinced supporters for the Popular
Front Government's orders for the
creation of a strong army, united
and disciplined, under a unified
command.

The blind destiny of war has ta-
ken from the Popular Army one
of its best Generals; has deprived
us of one of our best Comman-
ders, has taken from us a leader,
a Comrade, a friend.

His teachings, however, remain.
The magnificent military cadres
trained by his schooling and by
hs example also remain; his
splendid unit will continue its tra-
ditions of courage and combati-
vity.

Every Spanish fighter, eve>y
volunteer for liberty, bows before
the remains of the great hero. The
colors canied in many battles and
though many victories, are lowe-
red for a moment.

International

Brigades

Butin the name of General Luc-
kacs himself, our great lost he-
ro, our flags are lifted again, on-
ce more to be carried forward, in
the epic war of the Spanish peo-

ple, in defence of its liberties and
of its independence and in defen-
ce of the future of progressive hu-
manity.

LUIGI GALLO

Inspector-Com missar
of the International Brigades.

ITALY CAN'T PAY U. S. WAR
DEBT

la a note, by the U. S. Depart-
ment of State, to the Italian Go-
vernment demanding payment of
Its war debt, Mussolini, through
his Italian Ambassador at Wash-
ington replied that Italy is not in
a position to meet any financial
obligations at this time.

Spanish news in brief

June 15. The Executive Com-
mittee of the Catalan U. G. T. has
annouced Uial I will not enter
mlo any rnnvi’ittiit inn  with the
C, N. T, urtil 1t has received an
itMHwrr to  llw proposals for a
unity ... made on the 22d of
May

June It The police have sei-
*ml 1000 bombs in possession of
IhiHinITollable*! The war ministry
ban «I onn* sent the bombs to the
fidhil No doubt POUM will pro-
I’d againut this counter-revolu-
UtiHtry line of bombs.

June 10. Comrade Luckacs

What is it?

and ether anti-fascist heroes of
the International Brigades recen-
tly killed in Aragon front were
solemnly buried in Valencia. The
ministers of Defense, Agriculture
and Education, Comrades Prieto,
Uribe and Hernandez, beside Al-
varez Del Vayo and other Govern-
ment figures were among the
guard of honor. Comrade Gallo,
Inspector of the International Bri-
gades was also present, with lead-
ing representatives of the Spanish
Socialist and Communist Parties.

June 17.—A Plenum of the Spa-
nish C. P. has been convened.
First problem to be studied is
that of the creation of One Uni-
ted Proletarian Party and the
strengthening of th? Popular
Front.

June 17. The police have arres-
ted the five principal leaders of
POUM Andres Nin, Jorge Arqucr,
David Perez, Andrade and O.t z.
Nin has been transfered to a Va-
lencia prison.

June 17, Vigorous and succes-
sful offensive on the Huesca front.
We wish to draw the mention to
the fact that the Aragon front
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THE HEIGHT OF CYNICISM

Yesterday in the House of
Commons the Sartorial Expert,
Mr. Eden, announced “The Ger-
man and Italian Governments
from today onward recommence
their collaboration in the work of
the committee of Non-Interven-
tion and the Sub Committee of
Control. The House will note that
both Governments have taken
this position without receiving
the securities demanded frc-m both
parties in the Spanish conflict.”

It would be hard to beat this
for cynical insolence. When a
German battleship fires on Go-
vernment’s planes, and they reply,
the German Control Fleet at once
sails to Almeria and commits an
act of war which even no decent
belligerent would undertake. The
German and Italian Governments
at once demand ’securities’, and
Eden, not content with the farce
of demanding these from the Po-
pular Front Government, makes
a hypocritical pretence of impar-
tiality by demanding that Fran-
co’s airplanes shall not bomb Ger-
man battleships! This is, of cour-
se, in case German battle-ships
should ever open fire on Franco’s
planes!

The following is a summary of
the text which Eden has sent both
to the Spanish Government and to
Franco: “First. It is begged of
both parties that they give defini-
tive securities that they will res-
pect foreign warships on th*j high

has become INTENSELY ACTIVE
since the work cf reorganization
begun by General Pozas, nomina-
ted by ValcffHa Goveramen nd
welcomed by Catalan Popular
Front Organizations.

JUNE 19. —Fourteen more lo-
aders of the P. O. U. M. were ar-
rested amongst them the Editor
cf “La Batalla”. The whcle of
the buildings printing shops and
offices of the P. O. U. M. organ
and every office and building of
the Trotskyite party in Barcelo-
na have been seized by the Go-
vernment. Later in the day 50
more arrests were made. In the
San- Gervasio barracks of the
P. O. U. M. several thousand com-
plete uniforms and military out-
fits were found.

JUNE 19.—Andres Nin has been
transferred to Madrid.

seas or elsewhere and that they
will take measures such that their
sea and air forces observe these
securities. Secondly. With the ob-
ject of avoiding attack or injuries
to forcing warships of the Control
when situated in ports of one or
the other side, both parties arc
asked to make arrangements
with the four Powers (of the Con-
trol) naming Spanish ports which
can be used as bases by such
warships and appointing safety
regions in these ports. Third. Both
parties must understand that eve-
ry infraction against the security
cf attacks against Control war-
ships will be considered as a ques-
tion affecting the common inte-
rests of the Four Powers, Inde-
pendent of whatever rapid means
of legitimate defense may be
judged necessary by the attacked
warships, the Four Powers will
seek an immediate agreement
among themselves about what
measures to take, taking into con-
sideration the point of view of
the interested Government.”
What does this disgusting do-
cument mean? Does the third ar-
ticle mean that if a German crui-
ser again opens fire on Govern-
ment planes that the British Go-
vernment and the French will
agree to whatever war measures
Hitler and Mussolini may decide

THE SARTORIAL EXPERT

Anthony Eden.

to take? Does it mean that these
Governments will agree to the
bombing of say Valencia or an
attack on Loyalist ships moored
in Spanish ports ? In any case are
not Italian Government forces
already bombing Spanish cities,
and arc not German planes doing
the same?

So far the Spanish Government
has given no official reply though
Senor Giral, Forcing Minister, has
stated that the Spanish people
have a determined objection to
allowing any German or lItalian
warships to enter Spanish ports
cr territorial waters. The presen-
ce of such ships would be an in-
Uult to the Spanish Nation. Mo-
reover, remembering that German
and Italian warships have taken
an active and illegal part in pre-
venting food supplies reaching
Spain (sinking of the Komsomol
and the attempted blockade of
Bilbao and Gijon) are they to be
allowed to put into Valencia and
roqui«1lion food? Probably
Mr, Eden expects the Spanish In-
tondenoia to place teams of dock
worker* and a regiment or two
at the disposal of the German
Admiral, for revictualling fati-
gues; so that he may then go to
sea and sink food ships.

Here Is one task for English
workers of the Second and Third
Internationals, to undertake a na-
tion wide campgain to remove the
National Government. And this.
If the Labor Party will cooperate
with the other democratic and
progressive parties, can definitely
be done. In the interests of public
sanitation Eden must be removed.
VOLONTAIRE (inglSs)

HOPKIN’S PROPHECY

In a speech at Scranton, Pa.,
YV. P. A. Administrator, Harry
L. Hopkins, prophesied to bis his
audience that: within six months
U. S. Lal>or will have been com-
pletely org anized in the mass pro-
duction Industrie. “And” he ad-
ded, “nobody will be talking about
it. 1t will be accepted as a fact.”

Americans in Spain will have a
hard time recognizing the rapidly
growing class-conscious U. S.
when they get back.



For th-ee days peasants and
field worker delegates from the
Madrid province have sat In con-
ference, brought together by the
Agrarian Commission of the Ma-
drid Regional Communist Party.
It was the first time to Spanish
history such a conference had
been held: in fact, only in one
other country can there have been
a parallel event. For this was
not a conference of trade union
delegates meeting to discuss wage
increases or relations with em-
ployers. It was a conference of
peasants who themselves worked
their land, with the aid of their
government which has recently
given it to them.

In the hall of the Madrid Ate-
neo, where formerly scholars and
aesthetes waged learned debates,
the peasants of Castile spoke of
their problems, often passionately
and sometimes bitterly, but al-
ways with that hard sense and
determination which is the cha-
racteristic’ of the Castilian peas-
ant. Collective, Cooperative, Reap-
ing, Seed, Land, Shock Brigades!
These were the key words of the
conference.

THE DEMAND FOR HELP

Delegate after delegate demand-
ed help, materials, seeds, or shock
brigades to replace the men now
in the trenches. A peasant from
the little village of Daganzo, for
instance, in a halting yet tremen-
dously moving speech pleaded for
help. In- that village 80 men will
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THE SICKLE
THE RIFLE AND

THE HAMMER

Deep plowin? by means of heavy plows would save
ro

many crops

m Impoverishment bv drouerht. The up-

permost picture shows a type coveted in Spain. Both

youth and old are represented amont the delegates.

One of the most thrilling tilings at the Agrarian Con-

ference was the unity and cordial understanding bet-

ween army and People. The picture on the right shows
a commonly seen proof of this.

have to work desperately to reap
5.000 fanegas of land unless a
shock brigade arrives. There are
five reaping machines in that vi-
llage and no one understands their
use. Even the mules cannot be fully
utilized because of shortage of
labor. In some towns the field
workers and workers of other
trades have formed their own
shock brigades. Colmenar posses-
ses 33 of them, all pledged to
work whatever hours are necessa-
ry to bring in the crops. In this
town there are also special briga-
des to defend the fields from pos-
sible fire caused by enemy avia-
tion.

At Vicalvaro the Municipal
Council has decided unanimously
that the whole village shall beco-
me a shock corps', "even the poor
devil of a sacristan” the delegate
declared, getting a laugh from the
assembly.

The delegate from the hamlet
of Anchuelo reported that they
had partly solved their labor pro-
blem as a result of the visit of

Comrade Julia Bea, the women’s
organizer of the Agrarian Com-
mission. A group of 20 women
was formed to carry on in the
place of the men who had gone
into the army. Today 30 women
are in that group. This at once
brought Comrade Julia, as she is
called by the peasants, to her feet.
The Party units have neglected
women’s work, she said, in this

f. G. T. Mayor reports on his village

question of field workers. It was
said that women could not per-
form the heavy tasks required of
them, but this was false. They
had had to do it under the old
regime often enough, and Anchue-
lo was proof that they were eager
to help now. She went on to re-
view the part played by women
in the struggle against fascism.
At Carabanas, for example, 200
women were collectively engaged
in washing and repairing Boldiers
60 clothing. At Cercedilla they are
helping to run a Home which

supports 600 children. At Villalba
there is a collective workshop pro-
ducing rope-soled shoes for the
army. It was a record erf fine
work, but the women were capa-
ble of playing a far bigger role
than they were doing, and this
neglect must be remedied.

UNITY OF ARMY AND
PEASANTRY

At the third session Comrade
Lister, Commander of the First
Mixed Brigade, was given a tre-
mendous welcome by the assem-
bled peasants and field workers.
In the course of his speech he
assured them of the sympathy
and the loyalty of the army. At
a later session Comrade Modesto.
Commander of the Fourth Army
Corps, condemmed one recent
example of shameful conduct, in
which the Intendencia of a cer-
tain military unity operating in
the Guadarrama war zone ac-
tually demanded of a village the
whole of its live-stock, 130 beasts,

some of which were about to calf
down. The villagers protested that
this would ruin their economy for
years to come, but to no avail.
"Soldiers who behave like this are
a disgrace to the People’s Army
and a danger to the Republic;
this is the work of fascists and
these people must be treated as
such", General Modesto said. The
Hortaleza delegate was prompt tq
remind the conference that the
Lister Brigade had already sup-
plied a shock corps of 100 skilled
reapers to the Municipal Council
of Hortaleza. Many other regi-
ments have since done the same
Including unities of the Interna-
tional Brigade. The Command of
the English Battalion has approa-
ched tho Mayor and Municipal
Council of their town to discuss the
way In which they can give aid
to the peasants; the Lincoln Bat-
talion has taken a similar nica-

surs

I'smpnatno, Dr, I'ando, anil
utlisr ruinous Ciminisnilers of thn
people's Army slsu look psrl in
Ike dIMiissliin, 1l was a nmgulfh
Kent es|>erteiine this, of realising
that In Npaln a Psopls's Army
exists soil that the peasantry
trusts that army anil asks help of
Its Oenorals, mid reenter* If, One
realized the reason for that trust
and sympathy when one heard
from an officer of the 69th Bri-
gade that 90 per cent of the of-
fleers and men were peasants
themselves, anil had, before they
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became soldiers of the Regular
Army, helped to defeat fascism in
their own villages. These men
know that the army is their's
because the army serves a Po-
pular Front Government whose
land policy has filled them with
courage and hope.

INDIVIDUAL BRAVERY ALSO

Besides the record of orderly
work there were also tales of he-
roism and devotion. The Mayor of
Rascafrias, a little mountain town
in the Guadarrama, has refused to
leave his post though he has been
compelled more than a score of
times to shift his residence becau-
se of enemy shells. Despite con-
stant bombardment and the dan-
ger of long range machine-gun
fire, the field work has been car-
ried ami by 60 shock groups orga-
niSi'il by the Mayor. It is almost
unbelievable that despite these
difficulties Itiisrufrlos has provi-
ded mure limn a half million Pe-
nnine worth of produce since the
beginning of thn fascial rebellion.
At Aranjue* lasi year, daring
bands of young pcnsnnts actually
rouped crops by night In territory
niready In tho power of fascist
terror; passing through our own
linos In orden to iln Il noil reeel
ving volunteer help from the ml
lllla. At Chinchon aluo, night work
has been resorted to In the galhe
ring of crops which were within
range of enemy artillery Two
workers of Argamla, were Kkilled
gathering the olive crops In the

front lines. And these comrades
were not merely "adventurists" or
acting upon their own initiative
but were communist peasants,
members of the U. G. T., who hnd
responded to a call from their or-
ganizations.

The conference did not toll of
a story of simple plain sailing. It
told of enormous difficulties and
in the early days of absence of
means to solve them; It wns a
story of increasing order ns a re-
sult of systematic aid from the
Ministry of Agriculture. But the-
re were stories cf error also, and
let it be said candidly, of offen-
ses against the peasants that they
will never forget. We shall deal
with the problem of the Collecti-
ves next week in a commentary
on the new decree legalizing the te
units. But there were several sto
ries of coersion, and In a few cn
sea of definite crime committed
by “incontrollables” who had lod
ged themselves within syndloa!
organizations. On the other hand
there were accounts of collective*
which are doing splendid work
precisely because there are com-
posed of workers whose wills have
been consulted. Of these Perales
de Tajufia is a good example. In
some cases small proprietors who
do not yet wish to enter a collec-
tive have nevertheless formed co-
operatives. In the case of one vi-
llage the name of which we wl-
thold a Committee formerly paid
70 to 80 centimos per kilo of pens
to the peasants. During last week
the newly formed Coop found Hull
it could pay one peseta forty
cents, bear all transput'! ousts etc
and sell at the legnl prto# of one
peseta 85 cents In Madrid
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At the conference the city work-
ing class was represented by a
comrade of the Northern Railway,
which line Is especially concerned
with the work of supplying Ma-
drid, A comrade of the United
States C. I, gave greetings to the
conference, as also one from the
Italian Party.

THE BALANCE OF WORK

What were the negative notes
of the conference ? One has been
dealt with, the failure to do in-
tensive work among women; the-
re were also a few rare failures
to guide less instructed comrades
In the village committees. Comra-
de Dieguez of the Agrarian Com-
mission, in expressing his pleasu-
re that in certain villages comple-
te and warm hearted unity exists
between the C. N. T. and the U.
G, T., warned delegates against
provocators who had clearly tried
to antagonize the two great fe-
derations. The land was of the
people and not of a section of the
people, Just as the conference was
serving the Interests of all they
peasants and not only of those
possessing one particular political
Ideal,

On the positive side the balan-
ce wns enormous The deep con-
viction of the peasants that at
last they had a Government which
understood their needs was put
beyond question. Their determina-
tion to extort as much from the
land its their present technique
allows them was proved, not by
litoua statements, but by figures
of production, hours worked, and
men engaged. It was proved also
by the fact that Madrid stands
undefeated!
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THE IRON WILL OF THE
SPANISH LANDWORKERS

One felt that one was taking
part in a magnifcent drama, in-
deed one knew that one was tak-
ing part in the incomparable dra-
ma of a popular revolution. Here
were men who had been oppres-
sed, who had been little better
than slaves, whose forefathers
had lived under the yoke for cen-
turies, and at last they were
smuggling free. The writer con-
fesses that it was a salutary les-
son. To listen to those tales of
body-breaking labor, of unbending
will overcoming difficulties, shor-
tage of labor, of seed, of know-
ledge (to administer a town with
thousands of fanegas of land with
only a handful of literate con>
rades is a tremendous task). And
of sabotage by "los gandules” or
the wandering trobadors of vio-
lence and demagogy, made one
feel that one’s only difficulty we-
re not so great as they had see-
med. There was a feeling of po-
wer and purpose in the men ga-
thered in the hall of the Ateneo,
and at momments a deep and
moving poetry, at other mom-
ments a fierce and blazing pas-
sion, all of it surging and delibe-
rating within the framework of
a clear and profoundly human po-
licy.

It vould be impossible ever to
forget the speech of the delegate
~f Torremocha. A tall lean figu-
re with the long head of the ol-
dest of Spanish stocks, his face
burned and fleshless from long
years of labor under a blazing
sun, of intense and searching ga-
ze, he stood on the platform,
speaking in public for the first ti-
me. “Mi pueblo es muy chico”,
tie began. And no translation can
eonvey the mingled modesty and

July
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pride in his tiny hamlet. “My town
is very small. Two demands only
I make. Once we had 180 men
to reap our fields, now only 36
are left. You must send us help.”
He went on to recount the histo-
ry of these 11 months of war and
struggle in his village of 30 fa-
milies, where already half the
houses had been deserted before
the war began. “Then | need twi-
ne to bind our wheat, | need 8
bundles and for each bundle |
shall be able to provide wheat
that will have the value of 1200
pesetas. And If you send help,
send food also; we have not eaten
meat for 10 months in our little
town.” There were bitter things
in his speech, protests against old
injustice; simple elemental senten-
ces that were like the imperso-
nal utterances of all the peasan-
try of Spain. The peasants rose
to their feet and applauded fier-
cely. The time limit was forgot-
ten as the conference listened to
this summary and essence of all
their stories. Afterwards there

iare.

was silence for a momment and
then everyone rose to his feet and
the International rang through
the hall and corridors of the Ate-
neo.

A conference of peasants, con-
firming the policy of their Minis-
ter, Comrade Uribe, and speaking
directly to him. The unity of Go-
vernment and People was felt in
a way one had never felt it before.

FORD’S ATTORNEYS
ATTEMPT TO SPIKE COURT
INQUIRY

DETROIT. — The battle of
unionism against Fordism enter-
ed the courts as a one-man grand
jury began an inquiry into the
assault upon union organizers at
the Ford plant little more than
a week ago.

Although subpoenaes were is-
sued for Edsel Ford, president of
the company, and Harry Rennet,
commander-in-chief of its noto-
rious service department, both
succeded in evading process ser-
vers.

Meeting of Socialist
and Communist
Internaotinal

The news that Labour and So-
cialist International and the Com-
munist International are to meet
to decide on common action in
aid of Spain will be welcomed by
every member of the Brigades.
Nowhere is there a deeper under-
standing than in the Brigades of
how much international working
class action can do to shorten the
ugony of the Spanish people and
to lessen the danger of a world
war. We know only too well that
it has been lack of unity in the
working class movement which
has made possible the martyrdom
of Madrid, Malaga, Almeria and
Euzkadi. Throughout the struggle
the sympathy of the working class
has been with the Spanish Repu-
blic, but this sympathy has not
been able to express itself in de-
cisive action because the leaders
of a very large section of the
working class have not given the
signal. Our earnest desire is that
this signal will come from the
meeting in Paris.

On May 1st, after Guernica had
been destroyed, the Ex-President
of the 2nd International asked
Ldion Blum in an open letter:
"How long actually is this scan-
dal, or as the Dean of Canterbury
said, this ridiculous and tragic
farce, going to last?”

The bombardment of Almeria
has raised everywhere in the
working class movement the de-
mand for the cessation of the hy-
pocrisy of nen-intervention.
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“NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC” ON
ITALIAN FINANCES

The National Geographic Maga-
zine, in its latest number, pu-
blishes startling revelations con-
cerning the critical financial si-
tuation in Italy and the low stand-
ard of living among the people.

It declares that the fascist go-
vemiflent of Il Duce, in spite of
the various revenues from the
railroads, postal service, tele-
graph, industries, monopolies, and
the taxation levied on the popu-
lation, finds itself always in a
greater deficit.

The story goes on to tell of the
great expense the railroads have
been to the government, each year
leaving a more grave deficit than
the preceding one. It attributes
this to the fact that the general
population of Italy cannot travel,
they can’t afford to. The only
people who use the railroads are
the foreign tourists. The Italian
Is too poor to travel, and his
standard of living is becoming
even lower.

The account mentions a form
of taxation that compels a special
tax on every window and balcony
that faces the street. And, there
is a tax on every basket of farm
products purchased at the market.

BILLY’S ” MASS BACKING

At one time, years back, W1
Ithim Green, was President of the
Morgan Run Local of the U. M. W.
of A., in his home town, Coshoc-
ton, Ohio. The Local faded away
for awhile but held its charter.
Not long ago the Local was reviv-
ed when John L, Lewis asked
Billy to show- cause as to why he
shouldn’t be expelled from the U.
M. W. The Local haughtily boast-
ed to the world that out of the
twelve remaining members, only
one, President J. R. McCormick,
would vote to expel Bill.

W here are the “slanderers” who
say Mint Bill Green has no mass
support?

AQ» HOUSTON WORKERS DE-
MONSTRATE FOR BELIEF

HOUSTON, TrxiM.— More than
800 worlirr. anil cltl/rim gather-

ed before the City Hull recently

the priilMi«ul rut In the Federal
appropriation for WI'A and the
resulting layoff of unemployed
workers.

VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY

COMRADE

LITVINOF
NEW TECHNIQUE OF

EXPOSES THE
FASCIST

IMPERIALISM

”.. But it is not a matter of
Spain alone. The Spanish events
have created one of the greatest
menaces to European and univer-
sal peace. This menace arises in
consequence of an attempt at ar-
med interference in the internal
affairs of a European state, an
attempt to force upon the people
of this state an internal re-
gime which is alien to it, and
mainly, a foreign policy orienta-
tion, and under cover of this in-
terference to deprive this country
of its independence and subordi-
nate it to other states. If these
attempts were to be successful
and were to be carried out with
impunity, then there would be no
guarantee that in a short time
another attempt will not be made
to bring about an insurrection in

ALVAREZ

some other country, to recognize
the leader of the insurgents as
nead of the government, to send
thither foreign troops ami arms to
nelp the insurgents and thus ef-
fect aggresion and cany out the
national policy of the intervening
state. Intervention displays a ten-
dency, according to the example
of the religious wars of the past,
to begin a series of new wars and,
under cover of ideologies and po-
litical regimes, to carry out the
policy of aggression and expose
sion. It should not be forgotten
that in Spain, at the moment when
the insurrection broke out, a go-
vernment was in existence whose
program was similar to that of
governments existing in many
other countries
(Litvinov at Geneva.)

DEL VAYO

Spain's champion ut Geneva exposes fascist plan for world war.

WHOLE TOWNF FIGHTS
BOOST IN PONTIAC

DETROIT, Mich.—“Everything
points to Pontiac for 19377, says
a General Motors’ billboard on
the town. That’s more literally
true for landlord victims throug-
hout the country than was origi-
nally intended.

Pontiac is today the seat of the
biggest rent strike in history. At
least 15,000 families are backing
up the call of the Pontiac local
of the United.Auto Workers to
pay no rents before sizeable re-
ductions are made.

In a town with a total popula-
tion of 75,000 a rent strike of
15,00 families means that it’s just
about as unanimous as anything
could be.

One typical Pontiac landlord
admits that he “tried to step up
rents gradually as they (auto
workers) were able to pay”. He
thought, possibly, that the auto
workers were fighting for higher
wages for his sake. He goes on
to threaten that “rents must be
even higher than they were be-
fore If eapltal Is to be advanced
for more accommodations”.

Hut the workers say that rents
will oomc down before any mpre
of their hard-won dough is ad-
vanced for outrageous rents.

In eviction or garnishment ca-
ses, the union intends to leave it
to the jury to give a judgment
in the amount it thinks is a pro-

per rental.

NOTE

In a certain number of co-
pies ol last week’s number
a whole line was left out,
because of atechnical error.

A sentence in the article
on British Imperialism
should have read:

«..the British Government began to
look longingly at the apparentfascist
solution and to think that Democracy
was dangerous. Democracy began to
like Communism.»
read instead:

«..the British Government began to
look longingly at the apparentfascist
solution and to look like Commu-
nism.»
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