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CONGRESS OF THE BRITISH 
C O M M U N IS T  PARTY

The Fourteenth Congress of the 
Communist Party of Gt. Britain, 
which was lield recently, was one 
of the most important ever held 
in the history of the British work­
ing class movement. Five hun­
dred delegates attended along 
with many visitors from other 
working class organisations.

The Congress was remarkable 
from the outset by its high note 
of enthusiasm, which was parti 
cularly demonstrated when com­
rade D. F. Springhalt, who was 
wounded in the fighting on the 
Jaram a front, rose to move an 
emergency resolution on the Spa­
nish struggle.

The Congress adopted a strong 
note of condemnation of the Bri­
tish National Government, which 
in the terms of the resolution, 
w a s “attempting to reinforce 
Franco’s efforts to carry through 
a blockade of Spanish ports"... 
has consistently helped Franco 
by its support of the policy of 
non-intervention and who togethe; 
with Hitler and Mussolini is the 
main accomplice of Franco”.

The Congress stated that the 
“mediation” proposals of the B ri­
tish Govt, were designed to save 
Franco from defeat and to dei.y 
the legal rights of the Spanish 
Democratic Government. T h e 
Congress stressed the heavy res 
ponsibility which lay upon the 
leadership of the Labour Party 
and Trade £ Union Congress for 
having weakened the fight of de­
mocracy against the fascist ons­
laught, by its support of the Go­
vernment policy of “non-interven­
tion" and refusal to undertake 
any campaign in support of the 
Spanish People.

A glowing tribute was paid by 
the Congress t<» the British B atta­
lion which it declared “has saved

t i n -  h o n o u r  o f  I he B r i t i s h  w o r k i n g  

< h i s s  m o v e m e n t " .

The Congress emphasised its 
complete solidarity with the niv. 
Peoples Front Govt, in Spain and 
the policy which it has outlined 
and sharply condemned the Trot ; 
kyist P. O. U. M. for its attempt 
to provoke armed warfare in the 
real* "in the interests of Fr«*ncr>”. 
.1 H. Campbell sharply criticised 
the I L P. for its support of the 
P O. U. M. exposing the I. L. P  ’s 
false analogies between the situa­

tion in Barcelona and that of 
Russia in 1917 during the Ke­
rensky period.

Campbell pointed out the histo­
rical and practical difference in 
the two situations; Ke nsky re­
presented the fundamental forces 
of Russian capitalism. Neither 
the Government of Catalonia or 
the Republic is Kerensky, They 
represent the Popular masses and 
the decisive influence is in the 
hands of the working class orga­
nisations.

j T h c  f u n d a m e n t a l  f o r c e s  o f

S p a n is h  c a p i t a l i s m  a r e  r e p r e s e n ­

te d  b y  G e n e r a l  F r a n c o !

\ f t« * r  a n  a e r i a l  b o m b a r d m e n t  o f  

V a l e n c ia .

Harry Pollitt stated that "we 
are seriously desirous of working 
with the I. L. P. and every other 
working class organisation but 
we cannot tolerate any longer a 
situation where unity is made the 
cover for disruption and disinte­
gration".

The Congress demanded free­
dom of trade for the Spanish Go­
vernment withdrawal of Italian 
and German ships and troops, the 
application of League Sanctions 
against the Fascists, material aid. 
refuge for the Spanish children 
and support for the British Bat- 
alion.

Greetings from the Congress 
were sent to the British and 
Irish comrades and to the Ame­
rican Battalion.

BRITISH ARMY RESERVISTS 
AND PALESTINE

The annual conference of the 
British Legion adopted a resolu­
tion expressing its dismay at the 
lack of provision for the return 
to regular employment of reser­
vists who had recently been called 
to the colours for service in Pa 
iestine. The mover of the resolu­
tion Capitain E. A. Jones stated 
that it made him wonder at the 
intelligence of the government de­
partments concerned in expecting 
young men to join the colours 
when they would not look after 
the reservists after a special job 
of work.

RESULTS OF Mr. DUFF CO­
OPER’S RECRUITING CAM­

PAIGN

The results of Mr. Duff Co­
oper’s recruiting eampugn as sta­
ted in the House of Commons by 
Mr. Hore Belisha, his successor 
are.

A defficiency in the regular ar­
my on May 1st this year of 24.670 
as compared with 11.755 a year
ago.

A defficiency in the territorial 
army en May 1st was 49.634 as 
compared with 49.184 in the pre­
vious year.

DAILY WORKER TIPS DERBY 
WINNER

Cayton of the Daily Worker sco­
red a tremendous success by tip­
ping Mid-Day to win the Derby. 
His selection was made in the 
same clear and unmistakable man­
ner ŷhich is a feature of the ad­
vice given in the worker’s paper. 
The Daily Worker was the only 
national daily newspaper to give 
Mid-Day Sun. To cap it all Cay- 
ton’s nap Waterbird also won. 
This Double on the Tote was paid 
out at 44 pounds for a unit stake. 
Here’s Health!

On receiving the news of the 
bombardment of Almeria, the 
London District of the C. P. im­
mediately organised a mass lob­
bying of M. P’s. at the House of 
Commons and a great protest de­
monstration in Hyde Park to be 
followed by a  march through 
Central London.

RICH DODGE TAXES

In a preliminary report of an 
investigation by the United Sta­
tes Treasury, President Roosevelt 
reveals to Congress, that a “mi­
nority of very rich individuals” 
are deliberately evading taxation. 
He asks that an end to this prac­
tice be immediately put into 
effect.

T h e  l a t e s t  w o r ld  s h a k i n g  i n v e n t i o n .  

B u t t e r  f r o m  c o a l  b r i c k s  ( f o r  p r o l e ­

t a r i a n  c o n s u m p t i o n ) .

U. S. WAR SHIP IN FLAMES

The “Ludington”, United States 
war transport ship, with a cargo 
of high explosives on the high 
seas, went up in flames. The 
steamship “Limonray” and others 
went to its aid upon receiving its 
S. O. S. call.

STEEL STRIKE STILL ON

The steel strikes including mo­
re than 150.000 workers in the 
states of Illinois, Iowa, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, continues with in­
creased violence in some quarters.

The strikers are displaying ex­
cellent solidarity and refuse to 
give in unless their chief objetive 
Is conceded to them by the steel 
employers, that is—the recogni­
tion of the C. I. O. as their collec­
tive bargaining agency.

On the outskirts of Chicago 
thousands of strikers picket 
around a steel mill which has col­
lected 2.000 professional strike­
breakers from the human garba­
ge dumps of the city. Scores of 
well-armed police and deputized 
guards escort these “scraps” into 
the plant.
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APPEAL OF SPANI SH WORKERS
O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

A Victory for working class 
solidarity.

The fact that the meeting is to 
take place is In itself a tremen­
dous achievement for working 
class solidarity. But can we feel 
entirely confident that even at 
this late hour there will be no voi­
ces in the meeting raised against 
united action ?

Because of previous experiences 
we are forced to believe that if 
any such opposition arises, it will 
be voiced by representatives of 
the British Labour Party, and 
lids would be exceedingly dange­
rous because of the decisive in­
fluence which the British labour 
movement commands in the coun­
cils of the Second International.

A tremendous responsibility
J onA IM az.

proteals “t’lie lenders of the 2nd 
Intomathuml could not refuse the 
dnimuiils of the Spanish worker’ 
organisations In the race of the 
grim realities of I lie struggle in 
Spain and the rapidly growing 
demand of the workers throug­
hout the world, for action In sup­
port of the Spanish people.

Socialists agree to meet.

De Brouckera sent a furlier
telegram to Dimitrov saying 
“We too believe It Is essential to 
reach an agreement on action mi 
behalf of Spain and wllhnn! no 
edless delays” and asked the (tom 
munist International to Inform 
him of the place of meeting.

Luigi Polls, left,

Inspector of the Brigade* to at 
tend the meeting.

The Communist International 
Immediately appointed comrades 
Thorea ami Cochin of France, 
Jost Dias lander of tho Spanish 
Communist I’artle, Fran* Dahlem 
of Germany and Luigi Gallo, of 
the Kalian Communist Party and 
Inspector of the International 
llrlgndeii ns their representatives 
at the moating In Paris on the 
IIHh of June,

The lie publican press received 
tho news with general satisfac­
tion. A number of newspapers 
regret the costly delay which has 
occurred and consider the meeting 
as a victory of the working mas­
ses throughout the world.

On June 2nd the Spanish Socia­
list and Communist Parties and 
the U. G. T. appealed to the Com­
munist and Socialist Internationals 
and to the International Federa­
tion of Trade Unions asking them 
yet again to undertake common 
action of the most determined kind 
against the Fascist intervention 
In Spain. The next day Dimitrov 
made known the text of a tele­
gram sont by tho Communist In- 
tsrnntlonal to the Socialist and 
Trade Union Internationals to es­
tablish unity of action to defend 
the Spanish people.

Do Ilrouckere’s replied, stating 
that while they realised more 
than over the need for energetic 
action, neither the Chairman nor 
the Secretary had the power to 
act on their own Initiative.

Such a formal reply In face or 
such grave Issues brought many

Maurice Thores, M a r c e l  C a c l i in .
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rests upon the British working 
class to insist th a t the meeting 
decides for action and to ensure 
that action is energetically car­
ried ou t

All of ua are in touch with 
working class organisations back 
home and each of one us has the 
duty of informing our comrades 
outside Spain of their great res- 
ponsabilites and what this unity 
of action by the two great Inter­
nationals can accomplish.

The tremendous weight of opi­
nion which has compelled this 
meeting must be strengthened by 

i thousands of resolutions deman- 
, ding not only food, money and 

medical supplies, but above all 
, overwhelming pressure on the 

gcverments to end the tragedy 
, of "non-intervention” which aids 
' the Fascists; to outlaw the Fas­

cists and secure the withdrawal 
of German and Italian ships and 

1 soldiers; to give the Goverment 
S of Spain its full rights to procu- 
1 ro war materials abroad.
' Thi3 is no easy task, for too 
1 much time has already been lost, 
y but it is well within the powers 
i of the two Internationals at a ti- 
* me when the people of the world 
r are revolted at the crimes of 
v Fi seism.

LANCASTER, PA. LOCK 
WORKS SHUT AS WORKERS 

1 WALK OUT
I
t LANCASTER, Pa. — F r a i m  
j Lock Works is shut down through 
( the courage of a group of workers 

who shut off the electric switch 
|| early Wednesday morning In pro­

test against $14 for 38-hour weeks 
and for refusal of Old Sam Fraim 
to negotiate terms with the C.I.O.

II into which m ost of the workers 
are organized.

[I AL SMITH IN ROME
S3, Our old friend, Wall Street 

Brown Derby strutter, former Go- 
jj veraor of Naw York, once Demo- 
j- cratic Presidential candidate, A1 
n  Smith, is in Rome visiting Musso­

lini. It is well known that Smith 
is a vigorous fascist supporter.

While in the city he prayed at 
c> St. Peter’s after being escorted to 
l' the altar by two Swiss guards.
1 And he was received in private 
a audience by Pope Pius XI at his 
k summer home. To mark the occa- 

sion the Pope presented Mr. Smith 
n an autographed minature. The 
•J gift to the Pope was a minature 
O Empire State Building of gold. A 
1’ good symbol of american capita- 
fa lism.

General Luckacs is dead, he died 
and a here of the International

a leader 
Brigades

(toneral Luckacs (Mat&i 
one oI the very best eonJioMflton 
of trh International EfngaoEet, is 
d&aat. He died, hit by g gt&\nude, 
'll)hide inspecting the terr~d\r& i i ; r  
w ftid  His unit was to ale .

He Wed liJce a hero w t l e  /rcwit 
line, it the head of fils- tv'oaqpt, 
as •generals of the people fa-ow 
hou b die, the generals o f  rtrk 
glcrirGis Spanish popular ^Ar-ynf- 

Arx e x perienced 
and i brilliant cavalry o jffvGi, 
well tnown 'writer m  m-Zteri 
qic es tvi ns, a couragerms if mitgrarl a 
antifascist fighter, Gwtr«! Lkm- 
hews pas one of the Jirst to- oljfet 
h s  experience, his Jcnouthsdy e,.Wn 
uusdem and his courages l c 't  k 
c&us-eoj Spanish Freedom,

dc9 [he appeal of [He SpMwtil 
peep It, cowardly attacktdi b y trk  
re heI generals, traitors- ~to Lgm 
Counifry, and threatened trk 
ai-ryZGb.es and by the k>n-2u oj 
temczfamal fascism, Gemvnrt Lvlm- 
koces-jUke a thousand oth-en jnot 
alZ toads, left his peacejinl cmcltUni­
ties It come to Spain /igrfil
forrZhv freedom of a brot hir- peo- 
pleaM  for the indepxndeenr^m-ni 
l :t>entji of all peoples.

L e  weds G-eneral and dwimsmt 
der o j one of the area, te s tcojft-h 
International Brigades, dir- n?« 
frieied*and brother of a II figrhlten 
fo r  liberty, he is a l-&o m~m *xj 
the thousand of heroes viSPio, « 
this eyrie war against /iwsds-% 
m e t e[great the name of F paa.-nw.'ni 
continue the noblest frcC-ifiow oj 
Ji&roimi.

Eg  was at Unvuersitoj fail­
ing ’She memorable W WGtVbe 
denys- , 1-rhen the herons dsforan oj 
tn'virrcSble Madrid began, n, tit&wLoas 
at F^omelo de Alarc&%. k̂ SPc®ociii- 
Za <Mti Monte, at JflTinol -aionso, i 
MejfcMuhonda, on the Jcxr'wru, d! 
Czu^Mlajara.

Eg  was ahvays at l.ftt h^ai of 
husniit, shoulder to skodEddr* 
the -wDost famous BrigadesoojtChe 
'Kiev) Spanish poptclatr 
w i t  ememorxble pcrjts (*■ f Mnilrto- 
r f  pwer and wisdom peega 
■wfticrkwill remam in- /LisiCw*/.

lit. (i few days he rm~4k ius ii-.oiil 
into i model of orgrairiaeton,

to fight en.-d of cajfoa- 
cidy jotr action,,

Eg  was among the eslt (con­

vinced supporters for the Popular 
Front Government's orders fo r the 
creation of a strong arm y, united 
and disciplined, under a unified 
command.

The blind destiny of war has ta­
ken from  the Popular A rm y one 
of its  best Generals; has deprived 
us of one of our best Comman­
ders, has taken from  us a leader, 
a Comrade, a friend.

His teachings, however, remain. 
The magnificent m ilitary cadres 
trained by his schooling and by 
h’s example also remain; his 
splendid unit will continue its tra­
ditions of courage and combati- 
vlty.

Every Spanish fighter, eve> y 
volunteer for liberty, bows before 
the remains of the great hero. The 
colors can ied  in  many battles and 
though many victories, are lowe­
red fo r a moment.

B ut in the name of General Luc­
kacs himself, our great lost he­
ro, our flags are lifted again, on­
ce more to be carried forward, in 
the epic war of the Spanish peo­

ple, in defence o f its liberties and 
of its independence and in defen­
ce o f the future of progressive hu­
manity.

L U IG I GALLO
I n s p e c t o r - C o m m i s s a r  

o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B r ig a d e s .

ITALY CAN'T PAY U. S. WAR 
DEBT

la  a  note, by the U. S. Depart­
ment of State, to the Italian Go­
vernment demanding payment of 
Its war debt, Mussolini, through 
his Italian Ambassador at Wash­
ington replied that Italy is not in 
a position to meet any financial 
obligations at this time.
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Spanish news in brief

June 15. The Executive Com­
mittee of the Catalan U. G. T. has 
annouced Uial II will not enter 
m lo  an y  rn n v i ’ittii! inn w i th  th e  

C, N. T, until It has received an 
itMHwrr to llw proposals for a
unity ......  made on the 22d of
May

June Irt The police have sei- 
*»m! .'1.000 bombs in possession of 
IhiHinlTollable*! The war ministry 
ban «l onn* sent the bombs to the 
fi«* iiil No doubt POUM will pro­
ll* »d againut this counter-revolu- 
UtiHtry line of bombs.

June 10. Comrade Luckacs

W hat is it?

and ether anti-fascist heroes of 
the International Brigades recen­
tly killed in Aragon front were 
solemnly buried in Valencia. The 
ministers of Defense, Agriculture 
and Education, Comrades Prieto, 
Uribe and Hernandez, beside Al­
varez Del Vayo and other Govern­
ment figures were among the 
guard of honor. Comrade Gallo, 
Inspector of the International Bri­
gades was also present, with lead­
ing representatives of the Spanish 
Socialist and Communist Parties.

June 17.— A Plenum of the Spa­
nish C. P. has been convened. 
First problem to be studied is 
that of the creation of One Uni­
ted Proletarian Party and the 
strengthening of th? Popular 
Front.

June 17. The police have arres­
ted the five principal leaders of 
POUM Andres Nin, Jorge Arqucr, 
David Perez, Andrade and O.t z. 
Nin has been transfered to a Va­
lencia prison.

June 17, Vigorous and succes­
sful offensive on the Huesca front. 
We wish to draw the mention to 
the fact that the Aragon front

TH E H E I G H T  O F  C Y N I C I S M
Yesterday in the House of 

Commons the Sartorial Expert, 
Mr. Eden, announced “The Ger­
man and Italian Governments 
from today onward recommence 
their collaboration in the work of 
the committee of Non-Interven­
tion and the Sub Committee of 
Control. The House will note that 
both Governments have taken 
this position without receiving 
the securities demanded frc-m both 
parties in the Spanish conflict.”

I t  would be hard to beat this 
for cynical insolence. When a 
German battleship fires on Go­
vernment’s planes, and they reply, 
the German Control Fleet a t once 
sails to Almeria and commits an 
act of war which even no decent 
belligerent would undertake. The 
German and Italian Governments 
at once demand ’securities’, and 
Eden, not content with the farce 
of demanding these from the Po­
pular Front Government, makes 
a hypocritical pretence of impar­
tiality by demanding that Fran­
co’s airplanes shall not bomb Ger­
man battleships! This is, of cour­
se, in case German battle-ships 
should ever open fire on Franco’s 
planes!

The following is a  summary of 
the text which Eden has sent both 
to the Spanish Government and to 
Franco: “First. It is begged of 
both parties that they give defini­
tive securities that they will res­
pect foreign warships on th*j high

has become INTENSELY ACTIVE 
since the work cf reorganization 
begun by General Pozas, nomina­
ted by ValcffHa Goveramen nd 
welcomed by Catalan Popular 
Front Organizations.

JUNE 19. —Fourteen more lo­
aders of the P. O. U. M. were a r ­
rested amongst them the Editor 
cf “La Batalla”. The whcle of 
the buildings printing shops and 
offices of the P. O. U. M. organ 
and every office and building of 
the Trotskyite party in Barcelo­
na have been seized by the Go­
vernment. Later in the day 50 
more arrests were made. In the 
San- Gervasio barracks of the 
P. O. U. M. several thousand com­
plete uniforms and military out­
fits were found.

JUNE 19.—Andres Nin has been 
transferred to Madrid.

seas or elsewhere and that they 
will take measures such that their 
sea and air forces observe these 
securities. Secondly. With the ob­
ject of avoiding attack or injuries 
to forcing warships of the Control 
when situated in ports of one or 
the other side, both parties arc 
asked to make arrangements 
with the four Powers (of the Con­
trol) naming Spanish ports which 
can be used as bases by such 
warships and appointing safety 
regions in these ports. Third. Both 
parties must understand that eve­
ry infraction against the security 
cf attacks against Control war­
ships will be considered as a ques­
tion affecting the common inte­
rests of the Four Powers, Inde­
pendent of whatever rapid means 
of legitimate defense may be 
judged necessary by the attacked 
warships, the Four Powers will 
seek an immediate agreement 
among themselves about what 
measures to take, taking into con­
sideration the point of view of 
the interested Government.”

What does this disgusting do­
cument mean? Does the third a r ­
ticle mean that if a  German crui­
ser again opens fire on Govern­
ment planes that the British Go­
vernment and the French will 
agree to whatever war measures 
Hitler and Mussolini may decide

THE SARTORIAL EXPERT

A nthony Eden.

to take? Does it mean that these 
Governments will agree to the 
bombing of say Valencia or an 
attack on Loyalist ships moored 
in Spanish ports ? In any case are 
not Italian Government forces 
already bombing Spanish cities, 
and arc not German planes doing 
the same?

So far the Spanish Government 
has given no official reply though 
Senor Giral, Forcing Minister, has 
stated that the Spanish people 
have a  determined objection to 
allowing any German or Italian 
warships to enter Spanish ports 
cr territorial waters. The presen­
ce of such ships would be an in- 
Uult to the Spanish Nation. Mo­
reover, remembering that German 
and Italian warships have taken 
an active and illegal part in pre­
venting food supplies reaching 
Spain (sinking of the Komsomol 
and the attempted blockade of 
Bilbao and Gijon) are they to be 
allowed to put into Valencia and 
r o q u i « 11 i o n food ? Probably 
Mr, Eden expects the Spanish In- 
tondenoia to place teams of dock 
worker* and a  regiment or two 
a t the disposal of the German 
Admiral, for re victualling fati­
gues; so that he may then go to 
sea and sink food ships.

Here Is one task for English 
workers of the Second and Third 
Internationals, to  undertake a na­
tion wide campgain to remove the 
National Government. And this. 
If the Labor Party  will cooperate 
with the other democratic and 
progressive parties, can definitely 
be done. In the interests of public 
sanitation Eden must be removed. 
VOLONTAIRE (inglSs)

HOPKIN’S PROPHECY

In a  speech at Scranton, Pa., 

YV. P. A. Administrator, Harry 

L. Hopkins, prophesied to bis his 

audience that: within six months 

U. S. Lal>or will have been com­

pletely org anized in the mass pro­

duction Industrie. “And” he ad­
ded, “nobody will be talking about 

it. It will be accepted as a fact.” 

Americans in Spain will have a 

hard time recognizing the rapidly 

growing class - conscious U. S. 

when they get back.
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THE SICKLE 
THE RIFLE AND

THE HAMMER

Deep plowing by means of heavy plows would save 
many crops from Impoverishment bv drouerht. The up­
permost picture shows a  type coveted in Spain. Both 
youth and old are represented am ont the delegates. 
One of the most thrilling tilings a t the Agrarian Con­
ference was the unity and cordial understanding bet­
ween army and People. The picture on the right shows 

a commonly seen proof of this.

For th-ee days peasants and 
field worker delegates from the 
Madrid province have sat In con­
ference, brought together by the 
Agrarian Commission of the Ma­
drid Regional Communist Party. 
I t was the first time to Spanish 
history such a conference had 
been held: in fact, only in one 
other country can there have been 
a parallel event. For this was 
not a conference of trade union 
delegates meeting to discuss wage 
increases or relations with em­
ployers. I t was a  conference of 
peasants who themselves worked 
their land, with the aid of their 
government which has recently 
given it to them.

In the hall of the Madrid Ate- 
neo, where formerly scholars and 
aesthetes waged learned debates, 
the peasants of Castile spoke of 
their problems, often passionately 
and sometimes bitterly, but al­
ways with that hard sense and 
determination which is the cha­
racteristic’ of the Castilian peas­
ant. Collective, Cooperative, Reap­
ing, Seed, Land, Shock Brigades! 
These were the key words of the 
conference.

THE DEMAND FOR HELP

Delegate after delegate demand­
ed help, materials, seeds, or shock 
brigades to replace the men now 
in the trenches. A peasant from 
the little village of Daganzo, for 
instance, in a halting yet tremen­
dously moving speech pleaded for 
help. In- that village 80 men will

have to work desperately to reap 
5.000 fanegas of land unless a 
shock brigade arrives. There are 
five reaping machines in that vi­
llage and no one understands their 
use. Even the mules cannot be fully 
utilized because of shortage of 
labor. In some towns the field 
workers and workers of other 
trades have formed their own 
shock brigades. Colmenar posses­
ses 33 of them, all pledged to 
work whatever hours are necessa­
ry to bring in the crops. In this 
town there are also special briga­
des to defend the fields from pos­
sible fire caused by enemy avia­
tion.

At Vicalvaro the Municipal 
Council has decided unanimously 
that the whole village shall beco­
me a shock corps', "even the poor 
devil of a sacristan” the delegate 
declared, getting a laugh from the 
assembly.

The delegate from the hamlet 
of Anchuelo reported that they 
had partly solved their labor pro­
blem as a result of the visit of

Comrade Julia Bea, the women’s 
organizer of the Agrarian Com­
mission. A group of 20 women 
was formed to carry on in the 
place of the men who had gone 
into the army. Today 30 women 
are in that group. This a t once 
brought Comrade Julia, as she is 
called by the peasants, to her feet. 
The Party units have neglected 
women’s work, she said, in this

f .  G. T. M ayor rep o rts  on h is v illage

question of field workers. I t was 
said that women could not per­
form the heavy tasks required of 
them, but this was false. They 
had had to do it  under the old 
regime often enough, and Anchue­
lo was proof that they were eager 
to help now. She went on to re­
view the part played by women 
in the struggle against fascism. 
At Carabanas, for example, 200 
women were collectively engaged 
in washing and repairing Boldiers 
60 clothing. At Cercedilla they are 

helping to run a Home which

supports 600 children. At Villalba 
there is a  collective workshop pro­
ducing rope-soled shoes for the 
army. I t  was a  record erf fine 
work, but the women were capa­
ble of playing a  far bigger role 
than they were doing, and this 
neglect must be remedied.

UNITY OF ARMY AND 
PEASANTRY

At the third session Comrade 
Lister, Commander of the First 
Mixed Brigade, was given a tre ­
mendous welcome by the assem­
bled peasants and field workers. 
In the course of his speech he 
assured them of the sympathy 
and the loyalty of the army. At 
a later session Comrade Modesto. 
Commander of the Fourth Army 
Corps, condemmed one recent 
example of shameful conduct, in 
which the Intendencia of a cer­
tain military unity operating in 
the Guadarrama war zone ac­
tually demanded of a village the 
whole of its live-stock, 130 beasts,
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some of which were about to calf 
down. The villagers protested that 
this would ruin their economy for 
years to come, but to no avail. 
"Soldiers who behave like this are 
a  disgrace to the People’s Army 
and a  danger to the Republic; 
this is the work of fascists and 
these people must be treated as 
such", General Modesto said. The 
Hortaleza delegate was prompt tq 
remind the conference that the 
Lister Brigade had already sup­
plied a shock corps of 100 skilled 
reapers to the Municipal Council 
of Hortaleza. Many other regi­
ments have since done the same 
Including unities of the Interna­
tional Brigade. The Command of 
the English Battalion has approa­
ched tho Mayor and Municipal 
Council of their town to discuss the 
way In which they can give aid 
to the peasants; the Lincoln Bat­
talion has taken a similar nica- 
s u r s .

I'smpnatno, Dr, I'ando, anil 
utlisr ruinous Ciminisnilers of thn 
people's Army slsu look psrl in 
Ike dlMiissliin, II was a nmgulfh 
Kent es|>erteiine this, of realising 
that In Npaln a Psopls's Army 
exists soil that the peasantry 
trusts that army anil asks help of 
Its Oenorals, mid reenter* If, One 
realized the reason for that trust 
and sympathy when one heard 
from an officer of the 69th Bri­
gade that 90 per cent of the of- 

’ fleers and men were peasants 
themselves, anil had, before they

became soldiers of the Regular 
Army, helped to defeat fascism in 
their own villages. These men 
know that the army is their's 
because the army serves a Po­
pular Front Government whose 
land policy has filled them with 
courage and hope.

INDIVIDUAL BRAVERY ALSO

Besides the record of orderly 
work there were also tales of he­
roism and devotion. The Mayor of 
Rascafrias, a  little mountain town 
in the Guadarrama, has refused to 
leave his post though he has been 
compelled more than a  score of 
times to shift his residence becau­
se of enemy shells. Despite con­
stant bombardment and the dan­
ger of long range machine-gun 
fire, the field work has been car­
ried ami by 60 shock groups orga- 
nlSi'il by the Mayor. It is almost 
unbelievable that despite these 
difficulties Itiisruf rlos has provi­
ded mure limn a half million P e­

nnine worth of produce since the 
beginning of thn fascial rebellion. 
At Aranjue* Iasi year, daring 
bands of young pcnsnnts actually 
rouped crops by night In territory 
nlready In tho power of fascist 
terror; passing through our own 
linos In orden to iln II noil re eel 
vlng volunteer help from the ml 
lllla. At Chinchon aluo, night work 
has been resorted to In the gal he 
ring of crops which were within 
range of enemy artillery Two 
workers of Argamla, were killed 
gathering the olive crops In the

front lines. And these comrades 
were not merely "adventurists" or 
acting upon their own initiative 
but were communist peasants, 
members of the U. G. T., who hnd 
responded to a call from their or­
ganizations.

The conference did not toll of 
a story of simple plain sailing. It 
told of enormous difficulties and 
in the early days of absence of 
means to solve them; It wns a 
story of increasing order ns a re­
sult of systematic aid from the 
Ministry of Agriculture. But the­
re were stories cf error also, and 
let it be said candidly, of offen­
ses against the peasants that they 
will never forget. We shall deal 
with the problem of the Collecti­
ves next week in a commentary 
on the new decree legalizing the te 
units. But there were several sto 
ries of coersion, and In a few cn 
sea of definite crime committed 
by “incontrollables” who had lod 
ged themselves within syndloa! 
organizations. On the other hand 
there were accounts of collective* 
which are doing splendid work 
precisely because there are com­
posed of workers whose wills have 
been consulted. Of these Perales 
de Tajufia is a good example. In 
some cases small proprietors who 
do not yet wish to enter a collec­
tive have nevertheless formed co­
operatives. In the case of one vi­
llage the name of which we wl- 
thold a  Committee formerly paid 
70 to 80 centimos per kilo of pens 
to the peasants. During last week 
the newly formed Coop found Hull 
it could pay one peseta forty 
cents, bear all transput'! ousts etc 
and sell a t the legnl prto# of one 
peseta 85 cents In Madrid

At the conference the city work­
ing class was represented by a 
comrade of the Northern Railway, 
which line Is especially concerned 
with the work of supplying Ma­
drid, A comrade of the United 
States C. I’, gave greetings to the 
conference, as also one from the 
Italian Party.

THE BALANCE OF WORK

What were the negative notes 
of the conference ? One has been 
dealt with, the failure to do in­
tensive work among women; the­
re were also a  few rare failures 
to guide less instructed comrades 
In the village committees. Comra­
de Dieguez of the Agrarian Com­
mission, in expressing his pleasu­
re that in certain villages comple­
te and warm hearted unity exists 
between the C. N. T. and the U. 
G, T., warned delegates against 
provocators who had clearly tried 
to antagonize the two great fe­
derations. The land was of the 
people and not of a section of the 
people, Just as the conference was 
serving the Interests of all they 
peasants and not only of those 
possessing one particular political 
Ideal,

On the positive side the balan­
ce wns enormous The deep con­
viction of the peasants that a t 
last they had a Government which 
understood their needs was put 
beyond question. Their determina­
tion to extort as much from the 
land its their present technique 
allows them was proved, not by 
|itoua statements, but by figures 
of production, hours worked, and 
men engaged. I t was proved also 
by the fact that Madrid stands 
undefeated!
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THE IRON W ILL O F THE
SPA N ISH  LANDW ORKERS

One felt th a t one w as taking 
p a r t in a  m agnifcent dram a, in­
deed one knew th a t one w as tak ­
ing p a rt in the incomparable d ra ­
m a of a  popular revolution. Here 
were men who had been oppres­
sed, who had been little better 
th an  slaves, whose forefathers 
had lived under the yoke fo r cen­
turies, and a t  last they  were 
sm uggling free. The w rite r con­
fesses th a t it w as a  sa lu tary  les­
son. To listen to  those tales of 
body-breaking labor, of unbending 
will overcoming difficulties, shor­
tage of labor, of seed, of know­
ledge (to adm inister a  town with 
thousands of fanegas of land with 
only a handful of lite rate  con> 
rades is a  trem endous ta sk ). And 
of sabotage by "los gandules” or 
the wandering trobadors of vio­
lence and demagogy, m ade one 
feel th a t one’s only difficulty we­
re not so g reat as they  had see­
med. There w as a  feeling of po­
wer and purpose in the men ga ­
thered in the hall of the Ateneo, 
and a t  momm ents a  deep and 
moving poetry, a t  other mom­
m ents a  fierce and blazing pas­
sion, all of it surging and delibe­
rating  within the  fram ew ork of 
a  clear and profoundly hum an po­
licy.

I t  vould be impossible ever to 
forget the speech of the delegate 
~f Torremocha. A tall lean  figu­
re with the long head of the ol­
dest of Spanish stocks, his face 
burned and fleshless from  long 
years of labor under a  blazing 
sun, of intense and searching ga ­
ze, he stood on the platform, 
speaking in public for the  first ti­
me. “Mi pueblo es muy chico”, 
tie began. And no translation can 
eonvey the mingled modesty and

pride in his tin y  hamlet. “My town 
is very small. Two demands only 
I m ake. Once we had 180 men 
to reap our fields, now only 36 
are  left. You m ust send us help.” 
He went on to recount the histo­
ry of these 11 m onths of w ar and 
struggle in  his village of 30 fa ­
milies, where already half the 
houses had been deserted before 
the w ar began. “Then I  need tw i­
ne to  bind our wheat, I  need 8 
bundles and fo r each bundle I 
shall be able to provide wheat 
th a t will have the value of 1200 
pesetas. And If you send help, 
send food also; we have not eaten 
m eat fo r 10 m onths in our little 
town.” There w ere b itte r things 
in his speech, p ro tests against old 
injustice; simple elemental senten­
ces th a t were like the imperso­
nal utterances of all the peasan­
try  of Spain. The peasants rose 
to their feet and applauded fier­
cely. The time limit w as forgot­
ten  as the conference listened to 
this sum m ary and essence of all 
their stories. A fterw ards there

was silence for a  momment and 
then everyone rose to  his feet and 
the International rang through 
the hall and corridors of the  A te­
neo.

A conference of peasants, con­
firming the policy of their Minis­
ter, Comrade Uribe, and speaking 
directly to him. The unity of Go­
vernm ent and People w as fe lt in 
a  way one had never fe lt it before.

FORD’S ATTORNEYS  
ATTEM PT TO SPIK E COURT 

INQUIRY

DETROIT. —  The b a t t l e  of 
unionism against Fordism enter­
ed the courts a s  a  one-man grand 
jury began an inquiry into the 
assau lt upon union organizers a t  
the Ford plant little more than 
a  w eek ago.

A lthough subpoenaes were is ­
sued for Edsel Ford, president of 
the company, and Harry Rennet, 
com m ander-in-chief of its noto­
rious service department, both 
succeded in evading process ser­
vers.

Meeting of Socialist 

and Communist 

Internaotinal

The news th a t  Labour and So­
cialist In ternational and the Com­
m unist International a re  to meet 

to  decide on common action in 

aid of Spain will be welcomed by 
every m em ber of the Brigades. 

Nowhere is there a  deeper under­
standing than in the Brigades of 
how m uch international working 
class action can do to shorten the 
ugony of the Spanish people and 
to lessen the  danger of a  world 
war. We know only too well th a t 
it has been lack  of unity  in the 
working class movement which 
has m ade possible the m artyrdom  
of Madrid, Malaga, A lm eria and 
Euzkadi. Throughout the struggle 
the sym pathy of the working class 
has been w ith the  Spanish Repu­
blic, but this sym pathy has not 

been able to express itself in de­
cisive action because the leaders 
of a  very large  section of the 

working class have not given the 
signal. Our earnest desire is that 
th is signal will come from  the 
m eeting in Paris.

On May 1st, a f te r  Guernica had 

been destroyed, the Ex-President 
of the 2nd International asked 
L<ion Blum in an  open letter: 

"How long actually  is this scan­
dal, or as the Dean of C anterbury 
said, this ridiculous and tragic 
farce, going to la s t? ”

The bombardment of Alm eria 
has raised everywhere in the 
working class movement the de­
m and fo r the cessation of the  hy­
pocrisy of nen-intervention.

J u ly  iare.
J u ly  193V.
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“N A T I O N A L  G E O G R A P H IC ”  O N  

I T A L I A N  F I N A N C E S

T h e  N a t io n a l  G e o g r a p h ic  M a g a ­

z in e , in  i t s  l a t e s t  n u m b er , p u ­

b lish e s  s ta r t l in g  r e v e la t io n s  c o n ­

c e r n in g  th e  c r i t ic a l  f in a n c ia l  s i ­

tu a t io n  in  I ta ly  a n d  th e  lo w  s ta n d ­

a r d  o f  l iv in g  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le .

I t  d e c la r e s  t h a t  th e  f a s c i s t  g o -  

v e m if le n t  o f  II D u c e ,  in  s p ite  o f  

th e  v a r io u s  r e v e n u e s  fr o m  th e  

r a ilr o a d s , p o s ta l  s e r v ic e ,  t e l e ­

g r a p h , in d u s tr ie s , m o n o p o lie s , an d  

th e  ta x a t io n  le v ie d  o n  th e  p o p u ­

la t io n , f in d s  i t s e l f  a lw a y s  in  a  

g r e a t e r  d e f ic it .

T h e  s to r y  g o e s  o n  to  t e l l  o f  th e  

g r e a t  e x p e n s e  t h e  r a ilr o a d s  h a v e  

b een  to  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  e a c h  y e a r  

le a v in g  a  m o r e  g r a v e  d e f ic i t  th a n  

th e  p r e c e d in g  o n e . I t  a t t r ib u te s  

t h i s  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  g e n e r a l  

p o p u la tio n  o f  I t a ly  c a n n o t  tr a v e l,  

th e y  c a n ’t  a f fo r d  to . T h e  o n ly  

p e o p le  w h o  u s e  th e  r a ilr o a d s  a re  

th e  fo r e ig n  to u r is t s .  T h e  I ta l ia n  

Is t o o  p o o r  to  tr a v e l,  a n d  h is  

s ta n d a r d  o f  l iv in g  i s  b e c o m in g  

e v e n  lo w e r .

T h e  a c c o u n t  m e n t io n s  a  fo r m  

o f  t a x a t io n  t h a t  c o m p e ls  a  s p e c ia l  

t a x  o n  e v e r y  w in d o w  a n d  b a lc o n y  

th a t  f a c e s  th e  s t r e e t .  A n d , th e r e  

i s  a  t a x  on  e v e r y  b a s k e t  o f  fa r m  

p r o d u c ts  p u r c h a s e d  a t  th e  m a r k e t .

B IL L Y ’S  ” M A S S  B A C K IN G

A t  o n e  t im e , y e a r s  b a c k , W1 

11 h im  G reen , w a s  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  

M o rg a n  R u n  L o ca l o f  th e  U . M . W . 

o f  A ., in  h is  h o m e  to w n , C o sh o c ­

to n , O h io . T h e  L o ca l fa d e d  a w a y  

fo r  a w h ile  b u t h e ld  i t s  c h a r te r .  

N o t  lo n g  a g o  th e  L o c a l w a s  r e v iv ­

ed  w h e n  J o h n  L, L e w is  a s k e d  

B illy  t o  show- c a u s e  a s  to  w h y  he  

s h o u ld n ’t  be e x p e lle d  fr o m  t h e  U . 

M. W . T h e  L o c a l h a u g h t i ly  b o a s t ­

e d  to  th e  w o r ld  th a t  o u t  o f  th e  

tw e lv e  r e m a in in g  m e m b e r s , o n ly  

o n e , P r e s id e n t J . R . M cC orm ick , 

w o u ld  v o te  to  e x p e l  B ill.

W h e r e  a r e  th e  “ s la n d e r e r s ” w h o  

sa y  Mint B ill G reen  h a s  n o  m a s s  

s u p p o r t?

#

AQ» H O U S T O N  W O R K E R S  D E ­

M O N S T R A T E  F O R  B E L I E F

H O U S T O N , T rxiM .— M ore th a n  

8 0 0  w o r lir r .  a n il c l t l /r im  g a th e r ­

e d  b e fo r e  th e  C ity  H u ll r e c e n t ly  

In a iiiium ile iiio iiN tra llo n  a g a in s t  

th e  prii|M i«ul ru t In th e  F e d e r a l  

a p p ro p r ia t io n  fo r  W I’A a n d  th e  

r e s u lt in g  la y o f f  o f  u n em p lo y e d  

w o r k e r s .

CO M RADE LITVINOF EXPOSES THE 

N E W  TECHNIQ UE OF FASCIST 

IMPERIALISM
”... But it is not a m atter of 

Spain alone. The Spanish events 
have created one of the greatest 
menaces to European and univer­
sal peace. This menace arises in 
consequence of an attem pt at ar­
med interference in the internal 
affairs of a European state, an 
attem pt to force upon the people 
of this sta te  an internal re­
gime which is alien to it, and 
mainly, a foreign policy orienta­
tion, and under cover of this in­
terference to deprive this country 
of its  independence and subordi­
nate i t  to other states. I f  these 
attem pts were to be successful 
and were to be carried out w ith  
impunity, then there would be no 
guarantee that in a short time 
another attem pt will not be made 
to bring about an insurrection in

some other country, to recognize 
the leader of the insurgents as 
nead of the government, to send 
thither foreign troops ami arms to 
nelp the insurgents and thus ef­
fect aggresion and c a n y  out the 
national policy of the intervening 
state . Intervention displays a  ten­
dency, according to the example 
of the religious wars of the past, 
to begin a series of new wars and, 
under cover of ideologies and po­
litical regimes, to carry out the 
policy of aggression and expose 
sion. I t  should not be forgotten  
that in Spain, at the mom ent when 
the insurrection broke out, a go­
vernment was in existence whose 
program was similar to that of 
governments existing in many 
other countries

(Litvinov a t  Geneva.)

A L V A R E Z  D E L  V A Y O

S p a in 's  ch a m p io n  u t  G e n e v a  ex p o ses  f a s c i s t  p la n  fo r  w orld  w ar.

W HOLE TOW NF FIGHTS 
BOOST IN  PONTIAC

D E T R O IT , M ich .— “ E v e r y th in g  

p o in ts  t o  P o n t ia c  fo r  1 9 3 7 ”, s a y s  

a  G e n e r a l M o to r s ’ b illb o a r d  on  

th e  to w n . T h a t ’s  m o r e  l i t e r a l ly  

t r u e  f o r  la n d lo r d  v ic t im s  th r o u g ­

h o u t  t h e  c o u n tr y  th a n  w a s  o r ig i ­

n a lly  in ten d e d .

P o n t ia c  i s  to d a y  th e  s e a t  o f  th e  

b ig g e s t  r e n t  s tr ik e  in  h is to r y .  A t  

l e a s t  15 ,000  fa m il ie s  a r e  b a c k in g  

u p  t h e  c a ll  o f  th e  P o n t ia c  lo c a l  

o f  th e  U n i t e d . A u to  W o r k e r s  to  

p a y  n o  r e n ts  b e fo r e  s iz e a b le  r e ­

d u c t io n s  a r e  m a d e .

In  a  to w n  w i t h  a  t o t a l  p o p u la ­

t io n  o f  75 ,000  a  r e n t  s t r ik e  o f  

15,00 fa m il ie s  m e a n s  th a t  i t ’s  j u s t  

a b o u t  a s  u n a n im o u s  a s  a n y th in g  

co u ld  be.

O n e  ty p ic a l  P o n t ia c  la n d lo rd  

a d m its  th a t  h e  “ tr ie d  to  s t e p  u p  

r e n ts  g r a d u a lly  a s  th e y  (a u to  

w o r k e r s )  w e r e  a b le  to  p a y ”. H e  

th o u g h t ,  p o ss ib ly , t h a t  th e  a u to  

w o r k e r s  w e r e  f ig h t in g  fo r  h ig h e r  

w a g e s  fo r  h is  s a k e .  H e  g o e s  on  

t o  th r e a te n  th a t  “ r e n ts  m u s t  b e  

e v e n  h ig h e r  th a n  th e y  w e r e  b e ­

fo r e  If e a p lta l  Is  to  b e  a d v a n c e d  

fo r  m o r e  a c c o m m o d a t io n s ” .

H u t th e  w o r k e r s  s a y  t h a t  r e n ts  

w ill  o o m c  d o w n  b e fo r e  a n y  m p re  

o f  th e ir  h a r d -w o n  d o u g h  i s  a d ­

v a n c e d  fo r  o u tr a g e o u s  r e n ts .

In  e v ic t io n  o r  g a r n is h m e n t  c a ­

s e s ,  th e  u n io n  in t e n d s  to  le a v e  i t  

to  t h e  ju r y  t o  g iv e  a  ju d g m e n t  

in  th e  a m o u n t  i t  th in k s  is  a  p r o ­

p er  r e n ta l.

N O T E
In a  ce r ta in  num ber  of c o ­

p ie s  ol la s t  w e e k ’s  n u m b e r  
a  w ho le  l i n e  w a s  l e f t  out,  
b e c a u s e  of a  te ch n ic a l  error.

A s e n t e n c e  in the  a r t ic le  
o n  B r i t i s h  I m p e r i a l i s m  
sh o u ld  have  r e a d :

• ...the British Government began to 
look longingly a t the apparent fasc ist 
solution and to think that Democracy 
was dangerous. Democracy began to 
like Communism.»
rea d  in s tea d :

• ...the British Government began to 
look longingly at the apparent fascist 
solution and to look like Commu­
nism .»
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