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FOR LIBERTY

Madrid,

August 9 - 1937

AFTER THE SIERRA-WHAT?

When the “Nationalist” Ar-
my of Legionaires and Moors,
supported by German and Ita-
lian artillery, aviation, and
tanks; firing an abundance of
machine-guns and bullets from
the same countries and from
reserve stocks of Portugal,
elected to march on Madrid, it
was obeying political rather
than military impulses. It was
more Important to procure an
unshnkeaible political position
In Rpaln as a whole than to
take the points of most mili-
tary value. Madrid was the
key, Madrid is the key, to life
or death for Fascism.

It is not to be wondered that
the Fascists fell into a panic
when the People’s Army, ha-
ving come a long year’s road
from the pistol-armed groups
of July 1031 launched an offen-
sive designed to clear the Ma-
drid front. They poured pla-
mi and guns, bombs and muni-
llona out of their war reser-
ves, llilo llia Mndrld front, on
aa unparalleled seals, A eon
aervallvs foreign correspondent
reeenlly (old llie writer llinl,
In llis Mplidoo, linos were four
bundled and fifty leliel planes
In His nelilei aivs alone, and
mil lass llom one llmusaiid In
Mpaim

Tile liiilineulialluli of planes
and aillllniy, liy tai llie great
ssl seen In Illls war, must su
rely have Iweu lalnulniml lo
prialuee a llrlimega In reverse,
a rout of tlie (loveiiiinent for-
ces that Would lei Ihe rebate
throug the Heira line prevail-

ing at the beginning of the of-
fensive. It failed completely;
the second phase of the Sierra
campaign ended with the Go-
verment still in possession of
most of the territory captured
in the first phase.

On July 18 the Fascists took
over the initiative from the
Government with violent coun-
terattacks at Villanueva del
Pardillo, and on the 18th, Qui-
joma and Brunets. A whole

dav of fighting along the line
extending from above Quijor-
na to below Brunete, netted
them nothing but one hill po-
sition.  From July 17 to 24,
however, the People’s troops
in unfortified positions endured
the most intensive, unceasing
artillery and air bombardment
they had ever experienced.
Government artillery, overwor-
ked in the first days of the
campaign, could reply but fee-

MUIRSTO, CmniHmiilei of IlI* AHi Arim Corps.

bly to rebel batteries which
were in good condition, becau-
se, more numerous, they could
alternate and thus avoid over-
heating. The goverment planes,
superior but outnumbered, de-
voted almost full time to bom-
bardment of aerodromes and
supply centers, thus contribut-
ing much to the earlier exhaus-
tion of rebel air and artillery
munitions. Every base in Spain
that could possibly serve as a
rebel support to attacks on the
Sierra was bombed once or
more.  The terrorist nature of
Fascist air activities, on the
other hand, was crudely under-
lined during this period by at-
tacks on sleoping villages far
outside the war area.

ATTACK AND COUNTER-
THRUST

At last terrific bombard-
ment told on tired, thirsty,
and poorly entrenched troops.
On July 24 the rebels recaptu-
red Brunete and it was neces-
sary, once they were there, to
withdraw tne 18th Army
Corps to the west bank of the
Guadarrama River. The re-
treat answered to normal me-
chanisms. Here, a unit suf-
fered losses so heavy that it
was bound to retire.  There
a unit scarcely under fire yiel-
ded to panic. But on the
whole it was simply a logical
and minimum withdrawal from
difficult positions, with food
and water tioubles, after near-
ly three weeks of exhausting

Lontinuad on page 2.
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campaigning-, under fire com-
parable to that of the major
battles of the Great War. Not
only did the Government for-
ces withdraw in good order to
form a new line, but they had
strength to counterattack.

The 11th and 14th Divisions
reentered Brunete and fought
for it street by street. They
were eventualy forced to reti-
re, but had gained valuable ti-
me for the general withdrawal.
The Peoples Army dug in on
a line roughly east and west
about half- way between Bru-
nete and Villanueva de la Ca-
nada, keeping all the towns
they had taken with the excep-
tion of Brunete.

On the night of July 25 Car-
los Castejdn brought down the
first plane ever destroyed in
night combat. It was a Jun-
kers with American motors.
Antiair guns blew up another,
and two Flats were shot down
in a fight.  On the night of
July 26, Rodriguez Mateu of
the same night-flying squa-
dron, duplicated the feat of
Castejon. O July 27 the rebel
counteroffensive  had appa-
rently burned out.

A COSTLY EFFORT

The tremendous concentra-
tion of Fascist war-materials
on the Madrid front had ena-
bled the rebels to halt the Go-
vernment offensive and to
counterattack. How costly
an effort it was, we can begin
to estimate once we realize
that German-Italian war ma-
terials are not inexhaustible.
The British military writer,
Captain Liddell Hart, breaking
through the haze of fantasy,
measures air strength "in
terms cf first line aircraft-
Which represents the number
of machines actually in service
with formed units”. He gives
Germany 1,200 such craft at
the beginning of 1937 and
pehaps 1,500 by the spring of
the year. Italy, with another
1,500 needs about a third of
her strength in Eritrea, Soma-

lia, Abyssinia, Libya and the
-Dodecanese.  Thus tw,, coun-
triee whose whole political li-
ne is that of preparation for
and provocation of war, in a
world situation where war is
not tco remote a possibility,
placed very nearly a fifth of
their best air forces on a sin-
gle Spanish front to prevent
disaster! ~ When we reflect
that trained personnel is a ma-
jor time consumer for the
building of front line air for-
ces, we see that international
Fascism is wasting away on
the Madrid front.

REBELS LACK MEN

All observers agree that the
Fascists had no Infantry to
follow up their terrific air an_
artillery preparation.—Here is
the key to the second phase of
the Sierra campaign, the rebel
counterattack from July 18 to
26. In the first phase, the
Government  offensive  imty
6-17) a number of strategic
errors were made and various
weaknesses of the People’s
Army revealed. However, in
addition to demonstrating that-
the Army had attained a mobi-
lity and organization sufficient
for all purposes, the offensive
proved that the new recruits,
incorporated in sound, well-of-
ficered units with good politi-
cal guidance were good soldiers.
It proved that the People’s
Army can, if need be, be built
up to one million men.  The
counterattack revealed that
the rebels have a chronic sfcr-
tage of men.

The tw6 phases and the two
key factors combined to pro-
vide an epilogue to the cam-
paign. A series of armed
clashes broke out in rebel ter-
ritory.

On the morning of July 29
a regular battle took place in
Granada, during which the Cli-
nical Hospital where Moors
are barracked was heavily
shelled.  In Motril, thirty mi-
nutes of fighting took place on
the beach. Rifles, machine-
guns and hand-grenades were

employed. At Aguilar de
Campo on the Santander front
fifteen planes and a convoy of
troops had to be sent to quiet
a rebellion. A Ministry of
Defense note reveals that at
Motril and at Malaga, organi-
zed groups, “apparently for-
med by Communists” initiated
attacks in the expectation of
a Government drive in that di-
rection.

RESERVES OF LOYAL
ARMY

Not only have the rebels no
manpower, hut their only sour-
ce is importation which aggra-
vates the hostility of the popu-
lation toward the Fascist re-
gime. Eden may continue to
abet the warmaking criminals,
the Subcommittee may stay
on vacation until autumn pw
mitting Japan to make pro-
progress with her invasion- of
China, and Hitler and Musso-
lini to pour new troops and
supplies into Spain.  But the
Spanish people with the aid

and solidarity of 180.000.000
Soviet citizens and of the
workers and democrats of the
whole world, has drawn the
moral of the Sierra campaign
and will know how to counter
the new agression.

The Peoples’s Front has re-
serves of power consisting of
Spaniards IN REBEL AS
WELL AS LOYAL TERRITO-
RY. In loyal Spain, reserves
of men must become reserves
of soldiers by Intensive train -
ing and technical equipment.
The tremendous growth of
Spanish  war Industry  will
speed this process. In rebel
Spain, intensified guerrilla
warfare, invented, in Spain to
drive out the Napolaanic inva-
ders, will help drive out today’s
Fascist ones. To mobilize the
people’s reserves of manpower
behind the rebel lines, the Go-
vernment has the weapon of
agitation and propaganda. The-
re is the gun Hitler and Mus-
solini — and Eden — cannot
match.

EXCHANGED
TORTURES

Recently, through the me-
dium of the. International Red
Cross, seven fascist flyers
who were brought down in lo-
yal territory were exchanged
for seven loyal aviators in re-
bel prisons. The latter were
captured after having been
brought down on rebel ground.
The seven fascist aviators we-
re all foreigners.

Two of the loyal aviators
held prisoners upon arrival at
Hendaya recounted to the Spa-
nish consul of that town an ex-
traordinary story giving elo-
quent proof of barefaced Ita-
lian.. and German intervention
in Spain. Italy and Germany
not only promote the organiza-
tions of their secret police, but
also keep contact with fascist
prisoners, to the extent of as-
sisting them to escape loyal
territory, they revealed.

These two pilots fell into
the hands of the enemy on No-
vember 2, in the province of
Segovia. First they were loc-
ked up in the Jesuit Convent
of Salamanca until December
16, and were victims of unusu-
ally cruel treatment. Frequen-
tly they were beaten with a
bull’s ipizzle lined with wire, in
attempts to obtain from them
statements concerning airdro-
mes, materials of aviation, and
other information that the
fascists desired.

On March 16, escorted by
egents of the Gestapo, they we-
re transferred to Astorga,
from where, always under the
custody of the Nazi police,
they continued to Vigo. In this
port they were embarked seve-
re. days later on the ship
"Rolandse”, of the Bremen
whipping list. They arrived at
Hamburg on March 31

While crossing the canal of
Mancha, the aviators threw
ucalcil bottles in the water in
Which they had enclosed scri-
bbled note* giving their na-
me*, relating some of the tor-
ture* to which they were sub-
jected, mid »lating*that they
wn-e hcing nlien from Spain
am prisoner*.

In Hiunlnii'K they were in-
ciu-ccrateil It llie cellar of one
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LOYAL AVIATORS DESCRIBE
IN THE FASCIST PRISONS

of the Gestapo prisons and we-
re kept there for six days on
a diet of only one chunk of
black bread and a herring. Se-
veral of the others had sim-
ply one potato each.

From Hamburg the., were
taken by railroad to Berlin.
Two or three kilometres befo-
re arriving at the Berlin sta-
tion, one I fhe prisoners took
advantage of the r.ain slowing
up and jumped it; but the po-
lice agents immediately stop-
ped the train and recaptured
him. All were all placed in a
dungeon headed by the Berlin
Gestapo, where they were held,
for *hree months, being sub-
jected to atrocious cruelty, ex-
ceeding that inflicted on them,
in the Spanish prisons.

On June 15, they were ta-
ken from Berlin to Rome in
a German trimotor. On this
trip they flew over Vienna, ob-
serving how the German trimo-

REMEMBER

tor pilots were taking many
movie films of Austrian terri-
tory. Ir. Rome they were pla-
ced in the prison of the Fort
of Gaeta, which is full of lta-
lian soldiers who refuse to co-
rns to Spain to fight against
the Republic.

At the end of a month, on
July 16, they were removed
fro.-, Rome, also by air, to
Pollensa in the island of Ma-
llorca. Passing over Corcega,
the Italia s that piloted the
ship took many photos, and in
their conversations they ex-
pressed the desire and ultima-
te ambition of Italy to wre3t
this island from France. From
Pollensa, also by air, they we-
re taken to Ceuta; from Ceuta
to Cadiz, continuing the trip
then to the Franco Spanish
frontier.

Another of the exchanged
aviators who was taken priso-
ner, to Mallorca on May 31, has

THIS

I've heard you sobbing in the night
And know your tears are not for fright

But for the dead.

Those Comrades lost

Who through this day have fought beside you all this

[way

Beneath the sun’s half blinding heat,

Until they fell upon this wheat, beside these olive trees.
In all this hell sound and thirst,

The whining steel and blinding burst of bomb and shell;

They still came on.

With blistered feet and shoulders bent,
With vagrant thoughts that often went to home and

[peace

And we must weep. For Oliver and Jack we eould not

Nor can we get them back.

[keep,

I cannot say that they've been tom

To some far place and there reborn to Jive =i
But mark you this — they still live on — a* men.
For we must take the strength they leave

And to the goal they ret must cleave

With ever greaten unity —

“All men shall now be FREE”.

I hear you sobbing In the niglit,
But in the day remember thl*

That we are they.

WILLIAM P. NMIT1l Jr.
Lincoln Battalion.

S

stated before the Spanish con-
sul at Hendaya that when he
was brought dawn from the air
he was suffering from an ex-
plosive bullet wound, and ma-
de his way over the hills to
the edge ox the sea where he
intended to swim to Menorca;
but 16 Italian soldiers pursued
and captured him.

Those in charge of him at
Palma were the heads of fas-
cist aviation of Baleares, un-
der the command of an ltalian
Lieutenant Colonel, three other
Italian officers and a German.

On June 26, he was remove!
to the Castle of Bellver, whe-
re there are 160 political pri-
soners, among whom figure
the director of the hospital at
Palma, Dr. Penaranda; the
heads of the Police and Tele-
graph of the same capital, and
five officials of the Carabine-
ros. In another prison nearby
are 600 political prisoners and
1500 in a concentration camp.
The figures of those who have
already been executed in Ma-
llorca are estimated at more
than 5.000.

Among other information
they revealed Is that each
week there arrive at Palma
two or three lItalian cistern
boats loaded with gasoline;
that the principal Mallorcan
exports, such as oranges and
almond kernel, are Ml sent to
Italy. In Mallorca bread, pota-
toes and other food necessities
are scarce.

On July 16, In a sea-plane,
this comrade was taken by air
to Ceuta, then to Cadiz, then
to Seville by automobile; from
Seville to the jail at San Se-
bastian.

A private offer was made to
each exchanged aviator to the
effect that when they were li-
berated and restored to loya-
list forces, that if they came
over to the fascist side with
a loyalist airplane thyy would
be rewarded 200.000 francs.

In view of all this testimo-
ny, given by our exchanged
aviators regarding the mal-
treatment, the torture and the
suffering they were compelled
to undergo, it can proudly be
said that none of the fascist
aviators returned by us can
honestly make similar accusa-
tions against the Republic.
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PICKS

The New Valencia

Last winter, when the fas-
cist forces, taking advantage
of the then weak Spanish Po-
pular Army, succeeded in push-
ing across all of Western Spain
as far as the gates of Madrid,
and also in cutting the last

railroad line connecting Ma-
drid with the Mediterranean
Coast, they thought that their
game yras won. It was then
that, quite hurriedly, the fas-
cist governments of Berlin,
Rome and Lisbon recognized
Franco and the Burgos crowd
aa the official government of
Spam.

Among the fascist well-wis-
hers there was certainty that
the fall of the whole Madrid
zone into the hands of Fran-
ce wa# enly a matter oi.time,
cf a very short time.

When, in February and March
last the fascist offensives in
the Guadalajara and Jarama
regions took place, their ex-
pectation was that the two at-
tacking armies would, meet so-
mewhere south east of Ma-
drid, causing, of course, the
capitulation oi me city.

Somehow their plans fell
through.

Guadalajara, which was to
be their speediest advancing
area, turned into a major de-
feat. The Jarama was crossed
at one point, but the advanc-
ing armies were stopped at the
edge ct the ridge which runs
from a point south of Vacia-
madrid to San Martin de las
Vegas. Since then the fascists
have not advanced one inch.

HIGHWAY UNDER FIRE

But Madrid had lost its rail
communications with the sea
coast, and the Valencia high-
way, while not in' fascist hands,
was under their fire. A long
detour for all traffic was and
still is neccessary. Quick com-
munications with Valencia and
other Eastern points had to be

established. On April 24, that
is, a little more than three,
months ago, a group .of engi-
neers met to discuss the possi-
bilities of building a new rail-
road to Valencia. Today the
railroad is almost ready for
operation. If it is not yet rea-
dy it is not because of lack of
ability or of organization. It
is because the comparatively
primitive economy under which
monarchical Spain was living
never produced, or even
thought of producing, the
means by which life can Be
made efficient and comforta-
ble. The building of a railroad
In Spain is a job comparable,
without exaggeration, with
that of building a railroad in

AND

the 15th century. And within
a fifteenth century economy
not only a railroad is being
built, but it is being built in
record time.

Many problems wall be sol-
ved through the construction
of the line. Madrid, a city of
a million people before the
war, although a large number
of inhabitants left during the
tragic days of last November,
is still a city of over a mil-
lion. Refugees flocked in from
many other points and took
the place of those who had
left. The feeding of the city,
because of poor transporta-
tion facilities, was always a
serious problem. And often
during the worse days of shor-

SHOVELS

to Madrid Railroad

tage, enemy agents of the fifth
columm worked hard, trying to
create dissatisfaction. That the
Madrilenos refused to listen to
such suggestions and quite
smilingly lived through the
worse hardships imposed on
them is a proof of their lo-
yalty.

ROAD TO EASE TENSION

The railroad wall ease the
tension and satisfy many ur-
gent needs. Another result
will be that of transporting
not only troops and food whe-
re they are needed, but also to
carry men on leave. How ma-
ny times men on leave, after

many months at the front, ca-
me to Madrid with permission
for one or two weeks, and
found it impossilbe to leave
because of lack of transporta-
tion. There is also the problem
of the evacuation of Madrid
How many times the authori-
ties have urged the civilian po-
pulation, especially the refu-
ges* from other parts of Spain,
to leave this city for other
centers less exposed to the

fascist rage? Until now, howe-
ver this problem of evacuation
remained a problem chiefly be-
cause of the lack of transpor-
tation. Now with the trains
soon to arrive In Madrid they
will be able to take their full
load of refugees away from
the ever present danger of
bombardment.

“WORKING ON THE RAIL-
ROAD”

The railroad was started
within a few days of the tfrfi
till meeting of last April.
Hurdling all the red tape of-
ten paralysing the best enter-
prims beacause of the ever-
present bureaucracy, men we-
re hired, tools and materials
secured and the ground was
broken.

We are used in the United
States or in any industrial
country to visualise a railroad
construction as a long series
of steamshovels, excavators,
dinghy locomotives, trucks,-
tractors, machinery of all kinds
working quite effortlessly un-
der the guidance of compara-
tively few men. Nothing of
the kind here.  AH along the
long, long line, ten thousand
men work from morning till
night under the broiling sun,
using as tools only picks and
shovels. A few mechanical
drills are the only mechanical
help they have. And these
drills are so few and precious
that their care is a work of
affection.

4000 MEN HIRED

At the beginning of the
work four thousand men were
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RADIO

SEVILLE

Are yon listening? Radio Seville!
This is Quiepo de Llano barking,

bellowing, spitting,

braying on four legs.

Radio Seville! — “Ladies and gentlemen!
At the microphone: a savior of Spain.
Long live wine! Long live vomit!
Tonight | take Malaga;

Monday | took Jerez;

Tuesday, Montilla ptid Cazalla;
Wednesday, Chinches; and Thursday
drunk. And in the morning

all the stables of ifedrid, all the stalls
made soft by the over-piling of horseshit
shall give me a soft bed.

Oh, what a delight to sleep,

to have for a pillow

(in hiccuplng distance)

two piles of alfalfa!

What an honor to go to the blacksmith
at the sign of the halter!

What a unique pleasure

to receive on my hoofs,

nailed with spikes,

the horseshoes that Franco
won by his venture in Africal
Already my loins are straining,
already my rump is lifting,
already my cars aile-giBwing,
already my teeth am getting larger.
The cinch grows short for ne,
the reins get oat of odhtrol.

I gallop, gallop... on my way:

I shall be in Madrid tomorrow.
Let the colleges clostf

let the taverns open.

Down with universities
and institutes — doom, down!
Let wine flow to meet

a liberator of Spain."

— Are you listening*™ Radio Seville!
The general of this military base,

a bleating fool,
Quiepo de Llano,
is signing off.

hired. The work however,
given the complete lack of me-
chanical equipment, called for
a much greater number of
workers. At least twenty
thousand more were needed.
To speed the work of construc-
tion the management conduc-
ted a recruiting campaign in
Madrid and along the whole
railroad zone, much more than
100 kilometers long, asking for
volunteers for the road. The
response was immediate and
large. More than 30.000 wor-
kers answered the call and

RAFAEL ALBERTI

would all have been taken Im-
mediately had not a great
shortage of picks and shovels
presented Itself.  No matter
how urgent and Important the
railway is, there are fortifica-
tion and trench and highway
works which cannot be made
to wait.  So that while ties
and rails are ready to be put
to work, lack of tools, often
lack of water, are delaying
the work.

Nevertheless the work pro-
ceeds. The plans were for a
completion of the whole gi-

LINCOLN
BAT A LLI ON
COMMISSAR

“Don’t let 'em get Steve!"

This is the word that tra-
vels like a flash of lightning
through the Lincoln - Wash-
ington Battalion lines before
and during attack. Steve Nel-
son, Political Commissar of the
Lincoln- washington Battalion,
tireless worker. At any minute
of the night or day you can
see him moving from trench to
trench, always on the look-out
for bad peepholes, poor sand-
bags, dangerous machine gun
positions. Patiently explaining
to groups of comrades news oi
the outside world and other
fronts. Concerned with the opi-
nion of every comrade in the
battalion, whether it be a
question of winning a battle
or of buying a toothbrush. Ste-
ve epitomizes all that the Spa-
nish Peoples’ Army demands
of a political commissar. In
the attacks of July 6 to 9
when the Lincoln Battalion
guttered a terrific fees of mi-
litary leadership, Comrade Nel-
son wiuiout hesitation assu-
med command  Seventeen
hours a day could be called a
short day for Steve. Not a day
passed without a visit from
this indefatigable leader of
men to brigade, machine-gun
company, Infantry, kitchen and
armory, in addition to many
bedside discussions with wea-
ry determined comrades. Now
Is not the time to tell in full
the story of this comrade who
1s loved by his men. Suffice at
this time to say of him: sol-
dier, strategist, political lea-
der and comrade.

gantic project in less than two
months.  If tools had not been
diverted to other channels be-
cause of great emergencies,
the 10.000 at work would have
been joined by the 20.000 which
are on the Union lists and rea-
dy to go to work.

The road will soon be finis-
hed. No date for its inaugu-
ration is set, but strenuous ef-
forts are being made to rush
it through. The road is cal-
led the Railroad of Victory.
It is no exaggeration.

H. A
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A basis for discussion; the
representatives must consult
their Governments; the Sub-
committees will probably meet
on Thursday; the Summer ho-
lidays—in short the labors of
the Non-Intervention Commit-
tee, which would be ludicrous
if there were not another side
to the picture—the battlefield
of Brunete and the hospitals
of Madrid.

When Italy and Germany
withdrew from the naval con-
trol they put forward certain
demands: the recognition of
Franco as a belligerent, the
maintenance of control on
land, and the suppression of
the naval patrols. On July 9
this plan was rejected, though
Grandi explained at some
length that the soldiers of the
Royal Italian Army could not
be withdrawn from Spain be-
cause they were under the
command of Franco. The Bri-
tish Government was entrus-
ted with finding a compromi-
se, and in due course Mr. Eden
who has already produced so
many questionable objects
from his immaculate hat, pre-
sented the British proposals.
In essence they granted the
Fascist demands with two ad-
ditions or amendments. The
British Government suggested
that the naval control should
be replaced by observers in
Spanish ports, and that the vo-
lunteers should be withdrawn.

This plan was proposed as a
“basis for .discussion”, but
those who made it could scar-
cely have imagined that it
would proviue more than a ba-
sis for disagreement. .

It ’j a little difficult to steer
a Non-Intervention Committee
smoothly, when two of its
members have seized the Ca-
nary Islands and are in effec-
tive control of C;uta, Mellila
and Mallorca, even though
Mr. Eden can convince him-
self, in public at least, that
they are neutral, in spite of
Mussolini’s declaration: "ltaly
is not neutral”.

There are also one or two
other discrepancies. Guns have
been moved up to vantage
points in the Pyrenees, and it
is significant that they have
some French towns within
their range; and as that noto-

PROBLEM IS
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rious Bolshevik propagandist,
W inston Churchill, pointed out
on July 19, there are also guns
in the neighbourhood of Alge-
ciras which seem to have some
sort of relationship with Gi-
braltar. Germany has made a
trade agreement with Franco
to arrange for a supply of iron
ore. Of course, we know that
Germany needs iron badly to
make boilers, tram-lines, etc.;
nevertheless it is a little com-
promising. But Mr. Eden has
proved equal to the task. The
main object has been achieved.
Everyone seems agreed that
the discussion on the British
proposals is likely to last a
month or two. A “basis for
discussion” is a fine thing for
gaining time, and that is what
the Fascists want.

The present position of the
various Governments, accord-
ing to a note published by the
Sub-Committee, is as follows.

The Belgian, Czochoslova-
kian and Swedish Governments
agree in principle to the Bri-

"UNDER

rSlso considers that

that after control has been re-

established and a substantial
withdrawal of volunteers has
taken place, the French Go-
vernment will consent "to both
ssides being authorised to use
the rights which international

usage allows to belligerents”.

The German reply insists on
the granting of belligerent
rights being linked with the
withdrawal of volunteers. It
control
should be exercised on land,

-gqsea and air. The Italian Go-

vernment accepts the plan as
a whole. It nevertheless consi-
ders that the recognition of bel-

.ligerant rights should be gran-

ted immediately.

“The Portuguese Govern-
ment formulates many sug-
gestions, the chief of which co-
incide with the observations of
the German and Italian Go-
vernments.”

The Soviet Government in
its reply expresses itself very
strongly on the subject of the
erebels end doubts if the with-

tish proposals, and consider;,., drawal gf volunteers will ever

that a substantial withdrawal
of volunteers is an indispensa-
ble condition for granting bel-
ligerent rights.

The French Government ac-
cepts the plan and announces

AMERICAN

Accompanying a thirty-two-
ten shipment of supplies from
the United States and Canada,
a delegation of four American
working class leaders and re-
presentatives has arrived in
Spain and is now touring the
different fronts and training
camps where volunteers are
stationed. The members of the
delegation are: Max Bedacht,
national secretary of the In-
ternational Workers Order;
Phil Bard, of the Friends of
the Lincoln Battalion; Frank
Mertens, of the National Ma-
ritime Union, and John P. Hau-
ta’a, of the Finnish Workers
Federation.

Although its primary pur-
pose was to bring the large
shipment, which contains soap,

be successfully carried crut.
Above all the Soviet Govern-
ment rejects the suggestion
that immediate negotiations be
begun between the British Go-
vernment and both the oppos-

DELEGATION
NOW TOURING SPAIN

N

N

*

cigarettes, chewing-gum, books
etc., the delegation has other
plans now. Cnief among them
are: (1) to find out what is
most needed by American and
Canadian volunteers in Spain
and (2) to acquire first-hand
facts about the situation here,
findings will be brought back
the to the many organizations,
both in the United States and
Canada, and used as the basis
for further and increased ap-
peals for aid to Spain.

Of the 32 tons of material,
four tons were raised by the
Canadian Friends of the Mac-
Kenzie-Papineau Battalion, an
organization which has been
growing rapidly in Canada sin-
ce the formation of the bat-
talion in Spain.

DISCUSSION?”

ing sides in Spain on the ques-
tion of granting belligerent
rights.

With the exception of Mais-
ky’s splendid defence of the
Republic, we have no reason to
be p.eaasd with the recent de-
liberations of the Non.Inter-
venuon Committee, trance’s
gesture on July 13 has remai-
ned only a gesture, and the
fact that trench police have
taken the place of internatio-
nal observers is not enough to
fundamentally change the
world situation.

There are other dangerous
signs. Franco’s agents are try-
ing to raise a loan in London.
In the House of Commons Eden
has refused to give an under-
taking that Parliament will be
summoned in the event of the
present discussions breaking
down or of the question of re-
cognising Franco as a bellige-
rent arising.

In view of the close connec-
tions between Germany alia
Japan there seems little doilbt»
that the Japanese attack on
China has as one of its objects
to attract the attention of the
world away from the Spanish
struggle, on the principle that
it is more difficult to put Dut
two fires than one.

Now, more than ever, is it
possible to defeat fascism bV
the united action of the two
great working-class internatio-
nals; by the action of workers
af all democratic countries in
solidarity with democratic
Spain; by the aid of the peo-
ple of the U. R. S. R., without
which, as Martinez Barrios,
President of the Spanish Cor-
tes, has said, “there would no
longer be a Spanish Republic”.

The Fascist insistence on- the
granting of belligerent rights
to Franco is prompted by des-
peration, by the fact that in-
ternal difficulties beset Italy
and Germany as a result of
their enormous expenditure of
arms, supplies and conscripted
men for Franco’s army. Realiz-
ing this, we can turn more
than ever before to the Spa-
nish people and to the inter-
national working class for the
salvation of liberty.

To the Youth

The following address, by
JiMigih P. Lash, national se-
irrlitry of the American Stu-
ilmit Union and a member of
lhi' National Council of the
American Youth Congress, was
delivered over Station EAR2,
Madrid, on July 4, 1937.

*

Youth of America, friends
of the American Youth Con-
Krona, my fellow-countrymen:
One could aspire to no greater
honor than this of bringing to
you the salute of the heroic
young Americans who are ser-
ving ao valiantly, here in Spain
the name cause for which ma-
ny of you are met in Milwau-
kee that of democracy,
equality and peace. It is not
fnlac modesty which prompts
me at the outsel*dp declare
that there are score”*j*young
men In the American Battal-
llonm of the Spanish Peoples
Army who have a better war-
rani for standing here at the
mlurophone... We to whom
democracy, equality, freedom
are more than‘catchwords, but
realities of human relations,
to whom July 4th represents
a day of significant progress
for human society, are eter-
nally Indebted to these youth-
ful compatriots. With their
lives they are vindicating in
Mpuln the United States of the
Declaration of Independence
and the Bill of Rights. uUn-
questionably, the victory of
lle> Mpnnlsh Peoples Army will
udp to make those immortal
lueumenta more of realities in
he Hulled States. The young
eigile of America already ha-
1e 2 mime for pride in the
number of young Americans
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the battlefields of humanity.

But if you salute, as is ap-
propriate on July 4th, your
fellow-Americans  here, you
should at the same time sa-
lute the youth of Spain.
What miracles of valor they
have accomplished! It is true
that practically the whole
Spanish people have risen
against the effort of inter-
national fascism to enslave
them, but the young men and
wemen of Spain have perfor-
med special prodigies of orga-
nization, discipline and bra-
very.

In the early days of the fas-
cist insurrection, when brave-
ry and bare fists alone slowed
down the advance of the trai-
torous fascist generals, it was
the young men, at the initiati-
ve of the Unified Socialist
Youth organization, that or-
ganized the first disciplined
regiment of soldiers — the fa-
mous Fifth Regiment — which
was fit for something more
than barricade defense. Their
example ijf discipline and lo-
yal subordination to the Peo-
ples Front Government was
one of the seeds which now is
flowering into the magnificent
Spanish Peoples Army.

In the little village where
we have been training it is
time to harvest the wheat and
lentil fields. But all the able-
bodied men are at the front.
The young people, therefore,
have organized shockbrigades:
of boys who are not old enough
to enter the army, and girls
who every morning at 5:30
pile into trucks and go out
into the fields to help the pea-
sants bring in their harvests.
It is no wonder that under the

Willi me here, fighting on the  Peoples Front, the ties bet-
MpaulMh bill Ileflelds, which are (ConliniiPil on pa®f 8.)
NOTICE

Am innns who are transferred from ore
afh(gggltal to another are urged, immediately

addresse

the cm% to send word of their new
s to the American Commissar, at

th inmite ile Cadres of the Intemational
Briyndet, Albacetc, Spain.

1-INA OIM'NA, Youthful political co-
missur killed oil ihe Granada front.

ON THE NEW
U. G. T.-C. N. T. PACT

The Executive Committee of
the U. G. T. and the National
Committee of the C. N. T. this
week announced the signing of
a unity pact between the two
trade union federations. The
agreement is largely concerned
with creating a better feeling
between members of the two
organizations.

To rhis end provision is ma-
de for eliminating all types of
coercion in re eruiting members
for either organization; it is
forbidden to admit a member
to one trade union center who
has been expelled from the
other; trade unions dropped
from the U. G. T. cannot bo
admitted to the C. N. T. wit-
hout consulting the latter, and
vice versa.

A large part of the press in-
cluding many orgnns of the
U. G. T. criticize the agree-
ment as incomplete or even
empty. “Mundo Obrero” offers
the most succinct nrgument.
Unity of action between the
two trade unions, says the
Communist organ, Is primarily
needed "to achieve increased
production; a system of inten-
sive work in factories, shops
and fields; an improvement in
the principle 'a better wage
for more and better work’;
and always, of course, to col-
laborate with the Government
In the latter’s function of di-
recting and coordinating indus-
try. The Executive of the U.

7

G. T. and the National Com-
mittee of the C. N. T. in the
pact they have just signed,
completely omit the problems
cf war and production. For the
pact there is no war, nor pro-
duction, nor betterment for the
workers... The pact does not
say one word on these pro-
blems which are the funda-
mental ones for the people and
the workers”.

A second feature of the uni-
ty pact as drawn up by the U.
G. T. Executive and the C. N.
T National Committee, is that
it denies trade union legitima-
cy to any organization not af-
filiated to the C. N. T. or U.
G. T. Thus while eliminating
coercion as bhetween the two
bodies, a joint coercion as
against unaffiliated bodies is
established as a very principle
rt unity. It is not at all diffi-
cult to discover that this point
is aimed i-t Provincial Peasant
Federations such as that of
Valencia, whose 80.000 mem-
bers are organized to increase
production while protecting
themselves against "revolutio-
nary" experimenters. Press
criticism objects to this me-
thod of “outlawing” as delay-
ing the merger of the Peasant
Federations with other unions
of farmworkers.

It is further pointed out that
the Executive Committee of
the U. G. T. must submit the
pact to the National Commit-
tee before the U. G. T. can he
said to have authorized it. It
will be recalled that the Na-
tional Committee completely
disavowed the political line of
the Executive in connection
with the last crisis.

The pros and the cons agree
that the pact has a positive
aspect opening the way to clo-
ser cooperation on a sound ba-
sis. It calls for the creation of
local trade uni «i liaison com-
mittees, or joint committees,
which shall bring their pro-
blems to the National Liaison
Committee. By rapidly creat-
ing such committees everywhe-
re, and at cnce raising pro-
blems related with increased
production, central direction,
and economic improvement of
the workers’ conditions, wor-
kers who find the present pact
a mere skeleton of unity of ac-
tion, can fill it with the desi-
red content.



ween peasant and urban wor-
ker have become so cordial.
The Federal Union of Spa-
nish Students, which is the
equivalent of our National
Student Federation of Ameri-
ca, has mobilized those of its
members who cannot go to

the front into shock troops
that work in the trenches, era-
dicating illiteracy. Indeed,

wherever there is a particular-
ly important task — volunteers
for anti-tank units, helping or-
ganize the war industries, the
setting-of examples of discipli-
ned subordination of political
interests — it is the youth of
Spain which comes forward.
They are the most loyal sup-
porters of the Peoples Front
Government.  They were the
most ardent advocates of the
unified military command.
They have carried on an in-
tensive propaganda for the de-
velopment of an effective rear-
guard war industry.

And if the young people of
Spain have thus been among
the promptest to mobilize for
the war against international
fascism, if they were aiiamg
the first large groups to reali-
ze the immensity of the tasks
confronting the government in
winning this war, it was becau-
se they were united. Being
united, they spoke for the mas-
ses of youth who knew from
personal experience the situa-
tion in their country.

My friends, we know the
value of unity, of working to-
gether in the United States.
We know what it has enabled
us to accomplish in our cam-
paign for the American Youth
Act, and what the United Stu-
dent Peace Committee has do-
ne to mobilize the schools
against war.  But one never
quite appreciates the full sig-
nificance of unity until one
faces an enemy machine-gun
nest.  One does not delay to
argue political differences at
such a moment. Teamwork
is the essence of success at
such a time. Here in Spain
the unity of the younger ge-
neration has been a decisive
factor in the barring of the
road to Hitler and Mussolini.
That unity is symbolized lirst
of all by the Spanish Youth
Front which is like our Ame-
rican Youth Congress, and
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secondly by the Unified Socia-
list Youth which unites Socia-
lists, Communists and all
young people who recognize
that socialism is the road to
peace and progress. This or-
ganization was the first to de-
clare that the major task at
the present moment was unity
against fascism and for demo-
cracy.

These two organizations are
the spokesmen of Spain’s youn-
ger egeneration, a generation
which knows that the victor.*
of Hitler and Mussolini means
for them a continuance and in-
tensification of degrading ig-
norance and illiteracy, means
unemployment, mass oppres-
sion and world war.  Someti-
mes at noon | have sat outsi-
de a wealthy villa which is
now a school, and have liste-
ned to the youthful tots, chil-
dren of peasants, being taught
to read and write in the first
school that this village has
seen. | have heard them sing
NO PASARAN! And these
words, uttered by these chil-
dren, have brought to my
mind, mot soldiers being sun
ped at the trenches of Madrid,
but ignorance, disease, pover-
ty, crime, which up to now ha-
ve been the lot of Spanish
youth.  All the youth of eve-
ry age are here united against
fascism.  We Americans need
no other inspiration than the
SALUD of a threeyear-old
youngster whom this Peoples
Front Government now gives a
chance to grow up as a decent
human being, enjoying the
fruits of his toil and develop-
ing his individual talents.

Side by side with the youth
of Spain march the young for-
eign volunteers who form a
splendid section of the Spanish
Peoples Army. The poets of
the future will sing their deeds.
The future constitutions of na-
tions will embody the ideals
they symbolize. Not a body
of freebooters, nor brutalized,
but a body of highly-informed
and determined men, who have
realized that on the battlefields
of Spain will the future of
world peace and progress be
determined.

No one outside of themsel-
ves will ever appreciate the
hardships these men have un-
complainingly overcome alon-

gside of the Spanish masses,
or the tremendous readjust-
ment they have had to make.
| asked some young Americans
what they wanted to say to
you.  Their first declaration
was: "Tell them our army will
lick Franco.” Secondly, they
said: "We hope our example
has helped to strengthen the
unity of American youth in
behalf of the Spanish people.”

And thirdly: "We don’t like
to talk. The job of a good
anti-fascist here is to be a
good soldier.”

Don’t get the irepression,
however, that the life of the
follows here is circumscribed

by their military objectives.
I wish you could see our wall-
papers in which steel workers
write poetry and machinegun-
hers analyze international po-
litical developments. Every
scrap of literature is voracious-
ly gobbled up. I wish you
could hear our songs, which
are not bloody diatribe*, but
full of longing for our heonel-
and, full of determination that
— | shall quote the exact
words “Every inch will we
recapture, every inch of Spa-
lish suit.

No one complains about the
hard work. We only hope
that you too will work for
what is a common cause, even
though at the moment fascist
bombers are not above your
heads. Here we keep vigil
24 hours of the day, standing
in mud, in the blazing sun, in
the rain.  Surely you can gi-
ve an hour of your day in de-
fense of Spanish democracy
which I hope | need not re-
peat it — is the defense of
world democracy.

You cannot realize what your
support and your solidarity

OUR WAR

The complete nationalization
of all war industries was de-
manded by the Syndicate of
Metal Workers at a 3-day ses-
sion held in Madrid last week.
Newly-elected President of the
Syndicate, Comrade Miguel
Gonzales Alonso, stated:

"Our firm insistence on na-
tionalization of war industries
must not weaken. Nationaliza-
tion must not be delayed. The
Republic, though a central or-
ganism, must have control of

DIANA (U. G. T.).—Larra. 6. Madrid

mean to us. At the back of
our heads the question is al-
ways simmering: Will Germa-
ny provoke another Almeria?
Will Mussolini continue to land
thousands of more troops?
Will the fascists, infuriated by
their check, turn gas loose on
us? And we know that only
the united forces of the com-

mon people throughout the
world can prevent these
things.

It has been good talking to
you and making this appeal to
you, especially on July 4th. It
was in the struggle to overth-
row English oppression that
our declaration of Independen-
ce was forged. In this war
of the Spanish people against
enslavement by German and
Italian fascism, a new charter
of human rights is being mol-
ded.

Youth of Americal We Of the
Lincoln and Washington Bat-
talions — and now we can add
the name of the MacKenzie-
Papineau Battalion which is
made up of both Canadians
and Americans — love our
country, love it in a way #iat
is possible only to one who Is
far awsy from tt. We came
to Spain because we realized
that to preserve the noble
things of our country, the peo-
ple of Spain must triumph over

international  fascism. We
want to return, but we will
only do so with victory. You

can help that, and help speed
our return. ' Protest the far-
ce <f Non Intervention. Send
aid “for the children of Spain.
Send medical aid. Show us
that our home-land realizes
its kinship with a sorely-opres-
sed sister democracy. Salud!

J. P.IN

INDUSTRIES

these factories and be able to
supply them with with raw ma-
terials to be used to make the
tocls of war, so that we can
send guns and ammunition in
sufficient quantities to our
comrades at the front.

"Today, more than ever, it
is necessary to strengthen and
increase the production of the
Catalonian war factories. The
nationalization of our industry
constitutes our greatest aim
and desire.”
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