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Introduction

Comrades:

Some six years have elapsed since the Twentieth Con-
gress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The
past years have had exceptional, we may say even historic,
significance for our Party, for the Soviet people and for all
mankind.

Our Soviet homeland has entered the period of the full-
scale construction of communism along the entire broad
front of giant undertakings. The economy and culture of
the Soviet Union are making rapid progress. The Seven-
Year Plan, the plan for a tremendous development of our
country’s productive forces, is being successfully imple-
mented. Throughout the country the people’s creative forces
flow as from thousands of fountainheads. The flights of
Soviet cosmonauts into space, the first of their kind in the
history of man, symbolize the crowning glory of our achieve-
ments, the banner of communist construction raised high.

Socialism has been firmly established throughout the
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world socialist community. The major events of the past
years have been an expression of the chief law of the day
—the tempestuous process of growth and strengthening of
the life forces of the world socialist system.

Our Party and our state have been functioning in a
complicated international situation. On a number of occa-
sions the imperialists have attempted to bring the world
to the brink of war and to challenge the strength of the
Soviet Union and the courage of its peoples. Many bour-
geois politicians have found comfort in the illusion that
our plans would fail and the socialist camp collapse. They
have designed more than a few acts of provocation and
sabotage against us. The Party and the entire Soviet people
have exposed the intrigues of our enemies and have
emerged from all trials with honor. The Soviet Union is
today stronger and more powerful than ever before!

Now that the land' of Soviets is in the prime of its
creative strength and we are reviewing the victorious path
we have traveled, there may be some people who think
that that path has been an easy and simple one. But it has
not; the period since the Twentieth Congress has been
neither easy nor simple, it has required of our Party and
of all the peoples of the Soviet Union tremendous effort
and sacrifice. It has fallen to the lot of the Soviet people,
of the Party of Communists of the Soviet Union, to be
pioneers in the great mission of communist construction,
and advance to the victory of communism over uncharted
paths.

History does not develop in a straight line, it has its
zigzags and abrupt turns. To be a political leader a party
must possess truly great qualities and not lose sight of the
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overall perspective under conditions of tempestuous move-
ment and sharp turns in the development of society, must
see clearly the road to communism. These qualities are
possessed in full by the Party of Communists of the Soviet
Union, the Party created by Lenin. To find a correct solu-
tion to the major problems, evolve the general line in domes-
tic and foreign policy and put it firmly into effect, the Party
and its Central Committee needed a profound understand-
ing of events, revolutionary boldness and determination.

Events have fully borne out the Party’s theoretical con-
clusions and political course, its general line. The ten-mil-
lion strong Party of Communists of the Soviet Union has
come to its Twenty-Second Congress united and solid,
linked up with the Soviet people by unbreakable bonds.
The five thousand delegates to our Congress, the finest
sons and daughters of the great Party of Lenin, personify
the unity of the Party and the people, their will and
thoughts.

The course adopted by our Party has been of tremendous
significance in strengthening the unity of the socialist
countries, the unity of the international Communist and
working-class movement, and in preserving the peace and
preventing a new world war. The Soviet state has gained
still greater authority and prestige in world affairs. Meet-

_ ings of representatives of Communist and Workers’ parties

have assessed highly the role of the C.P.S.U. in the inter-
national Communist and working-class movement.

Permit me, on behalf of this Congress, on behalf of all
Communists of the Soviet Union, to express our heartfelt
gratitude to the fraternal parties for their confidence in our
Party. Permit me to assure our guests here, the delegates
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from the fraternal parties, that the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union will, in the future, continue to fulfil its
internationalist duty to the working people of all countries,
to all progressive people.

Part One

THE PRESENT WORLD SITUATION
AND THE INTERNATIONAL POSITION
OF THE SOVIET UNION

Comrades, the chief content of the period following the
Twentieth Congress of the C.P.S.U. is the competition be-
tween the two world social systems — the socialist and
capitalist systems. It has become the pivot, the main feature
of world development in the present historical period. Two
lines, two historical tendencies in social development, are
becoming more and more evident. One of them is the line
of social progress, of peace and creative activity. The
other is the line of reaction, oppression and war.

If we imagine the whole globe as the scene of this com-
petition, we see that socialism has been winning one posi-
tion after another from the old world. In the first place
capitalism has been seriously cramped by socialism in a
decisive sphere of human activity, that of material pro-
duction. The socialist system’s share in world production
has increased and its rates of development greatly exceed
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those of the most advanced capitalist countries. It is obvi-
ous to everyone that the socialist countries are able to
develop colossal productive forces and create a real
abundance of material and spiritual values.

While conducting an unswerving policy we have not
forgotten the threat of war on the part of the mawmlm:.mﬁm.
Everything necessary has been done to ensure the superior-
ity of our country in defense. The achievements of socialist
production and Soviet science and technology have enabled
us to effect a real revolution in matters military. Our
country and the entire socialist camp NOW PpOSSess vast
power, ample to provide a reliable defense m..u_..":m great
gains of socialism against the inroads of ._mezm__wﬁ.mmmnmm-
sors. The growing defense power of the Soviet Union and
the other socialist countries, and the world peace forces
have not allowed the imperialists to divert the competition
between the two systems from the path of peace on to that
of armed conflict, of war. The Soviet Union, while pur-
suing the Leninist policy of peaceful oomimanom.. has
resolutely exposed and checked imperialist provocations.

The fact that it has been possible to prevent war, and
that Soviet people and the peoples of other countries have
been able to enjoy the benefits of peaceful life must be
recarded as the chief result of the activities of our Party
and its Central Committee in increasing the might of the
Soviet state and in implementing a Leninist foreign policy,
as a result of the work of the fraternal parties of the
socialist states and the greater activity of the peace forces
in all countries.

During recent years, as we know, the imperialists have
made a number of attempts to ignite the fires of a new

war and test the strength of the socialist system. During
the past five years the U.S.A. and its closest allies have
frequently resorted to brutal force, have resorted to arms.
But on each occasion the Soviet Union and all the socialist
countries have checked the aggressor in good time. Of
particular, fundamental importance were the actions of the
socialist countries in defense of the peoples struggling for
their liberty and independence. The masses are getting to
realize more and more that the Soviet Union and all the
socialist countries are a reliable support in the struggle
the peoples are waging for their liberty and independence,
for progress and peace.

In the course of the peaceful competition between the
two systems capitalism has suffered a profound moral
defeat in the eyes of all peoples. Ordinary people are being
daily convinced that capitalism cannot solve any of the
urgent problems facing mankind. It is becoming ever more
obvious that these problems can be solved only through
socialism. Faith in the capitalist system and the capitalist
path of development is dwindling. Monopoly capital is
losing influence and resorting more frequently to the inti-
midation and suppression of the people, to methods of
open dictatorship to implement its domestic policy, and to
aggressive acts against other countries. The masses, how-
ever, are offering increasing resistance to reaction.

It is no secret that intimidation and threats are not a
sign of strength but are evidence of the weakening of
capitalism and the deepening of its general crisis. As the
saying goes, “If you couldn’t hang on by the mane, you
won’t hold on by the tail!” The reactionaries in some
countries are still able, in defiance of constitutions, to dis-






































































































































































































































































































































































