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THE BACKGROUND

A NEW SUPERIOR RACE — Some Zionist Declarations on the
Subject. In 1955, Rowen Barakat, the political secretary to the
Histadrut, stated : «We are thinking of a pure Jewish State with no
minorities”.

(Bulletin of the Republic of Israel, Vol. VI, Jan. — Feb, 1965)

An American Jew, Professor Cohen, said : «Zionists fundamentally
accept the racial ideology of the Anti-Semites, but draw different
conclusions. Instead of the Teutons, it is the Jew that is the purer
or superior race. All sorts of virtues, idealism, etc. are the charac-
ieristic qualities of its spirit. Only in Palestine can this spirit
find root, and onlv in the Hebrew language its adequate expres-

sions.” .
(The Dscadence of Judaism in Our Time by Moshe Menuhin, p. 308)

«Israel wants... a state inextricably linked with Jews throughout
the world in a relationship of material assistance and common des-
tiny. Israel’s «most basic laws» reflect this Zionist messianism which

Editor’s note :

This is not a magazine, nor even a newsletter. No attempt will be made at long-winded analysis or description. It s
literally a «factual» sheet.

FACTS will try to present the facts of the Palestine Problem. We think these will speak for themselves and need
no comment or elaboration. It is this ignorance of the facts by the outside world that has been responsible for much of
the human suffering that has taken place in Palestine. It is time that the facts were known. Only on their basis can
disinterested and fair-minded people reach objective and intelligent conclusions. To help such people is our objective.

FACTS is produced by the Arab Women’s Information Committee, a voluntary, non-professional, non-profit and private
organization of Arab women living in Beirut, Lebanon, who have been appalled at the manner in which the Palestine Prob-
lem has ©been presented so far in the English-speaking press.

FACTS will be divided into two sections, the first dealing with background material, the second with current develop-
ments. It will appear on a monthly basis. We also hope to be able to publish supplements on specific issues as the occasion
arises.

The background section will comprise quotations from Zionist writings to illustrate Zionist ideological and strategic
thought, statistics pertaining to various aspects of the Palestine Problem, and summaries of the more important historical
events and developments of the problem.

The selection of this material is necessarily arbitrary, but it is hoped that as much ground can be covered in successive
issues of FACTS as space permits.

As to the section on current developments, it will focus attention on the developments that have taken place since
5 June 1967.

We shall endeavour throughout to give detailed references for all the material that we publish. We hope that our efforts
will contribute. however modestly, to a better understanding of the Arab point of. view on the Palestine Problem.

FACTS welcomes all comments, suggestions and inquiries by its readers.
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historically is Zionism’s (and Israel’s) raison d’étre... this mes-
sianism is a product of anti-semitism fashioned and shaped in the

European ghetto, dating from the medieval period.»
(«Israel Divided> by Benjamin Matovu in Issues, Summer 1965, Vol. 19, p. 27)

Herzlian Foresight

Sometime before his conversion to Zionism, Theodore Herzl wrote :
«And if the Jews really returned Home one day, they would dis-
cover on the next that they do not belong together. For centuries
they have been rooted in diverse nationalisms, they differ from
each other group by group; the only thing they have in common is

the pressure which holds them together».
(The Organization of the Jewish State by Michael Selzer, N.Y. 1967, pp. 53-54)

A Sense of History

1. In 1048 Mr. Ben Gurion said :

«Take the American Declaration of Independence for instance... It
contains no mention of the territorial limits. We are not obliged
to state the limits of our State. The Arabs are making war on
us. If we beat them, the western part of Galilee and the territory
on both sides of the road to Jerusalem will become part of
the State. If only we have the strength.. Why tie ourselves down ?»
Ben Gurion had no intention of keeping to the territorial limits for
the Jewish State laid down by the United Nations. He was sure
that opportunities for increasing the territory would occur, and that
Israel would eventually attain the initial aims, even if it took cen
turies... Some people would say these hidden intentions smacked

of imperialism, but others have called it a sense of history> !
(The Armed Prophet, a Biography of Ben Gurion by Michael Bar-Zohar, p. 133)

2. Mr. Herzl said of his negotiations with the German Chancel-
lor that : «He asked what territory we wanted to have, whether as
far north as Beirut or even beyond that.

I said : We will ask for what we need — the more immigrants, the

more land.»
(The Complete Diaries of Theodore Herzl, Vol. 11, p. 701)

Statements by non-Zionists

In 1923, Lord Grey said: <A Zionist Home.. undoubtedly means or
implies a Zionist Government over the district in which the house
is placed, and if ninety-three percent of the population of Palestine
are Arabs, I do not see how you can establish other than an Arab

Government without prejudice to their civil rights.»
(Crossroads to Israet by Christopher Sykes, p. 93)



«Jewish tenure to Palestine, in any real sense of the word <Pales-
tine», was never complete and it only lasted continuously, within
its limits, for seventy years. It lasted, this vaunted possession, for
no longer than the lifetime of one man, and that was three thousand
years ago... If we turn then, bearing all this in mind, to compare
the Arab historic situation there, what a contrast between the two
there is. The Arab possession began 5,000 years ago and has never

ceased.»
(Josephus and the Jews by Dr. Foakes Jackson, quoted in Palestine, the Reality by J.M.N.
Jeffries, pp. 11-12)

The well-known Jewish scholar, Dr. Elmer Berger, wrote that
«Orthodox Jews do indeed believe in ‘The Return to Zion’», but
that the phrase has a wide variety of meanings, <none of which has
been fulfilled in the establishment of the State of Israel.» Dr. Berger
also said that Israel «came about, not through the tultilment ot the
word of God, but as-a result of the secular-political activities of
Zionism>.

{Palestine and the Bible. A collection of essays published by The .Institute for Palestine
Studies, Beirut)

Senator Ralph E. Flanders, in a speech in‘the Senate on the Arab-
Israeli problem, said : <Mr. President, I am pro-Semitic; but, if
they successfully persist in their present plans for an ingathering of
the Jews of the world into an area too small to contain them; if they
continue to ignore the injustice to the Arab landowners which are
involved in their actions and policies so far; and if for the future
they apply super heat to the pot already boiling in the Middle
East, such a wave of anti-semitism as the Jewish race has never
faced, will sweep not only this country, but the whole world. As a
personal friend of hundreds of Jews; as an admirer and lover of
the Jewish race, fully appreciative of its' surpassing contributions
to civilization in commerce, in philosophy, in literature, and in arts,

I beg the Jewish people that they do not destroy themselves.»
(The Decadence of Judaism in our Time by Moshe Menuhin, p. 224)

Statistics

From a letter by Idriss Cox to the Guardian, 1 June 1967.

Arabs in Israel : 11% of the population of the State

Arabs employed in the professions : 3%

Arabs employed in government : 2.5%

Arab Judges : 1 only

Arab Students : 2.9%

Arab Unviersity Students : 0.15%

70 out of 112 Arab villages have no elected councils and are under
military.control.

50% of the Arab population live in houses with no electricity.
2.5% ot the housing budget only is allocated to Arabs.

/ y
(Based on Israeli Government figures).
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The Arabs under Israeli Rule

Pinhas Lavon, (ex-Minister of Defence), questioned about a parti-
cularly brutal act in an Arab village, scornfully said : «There’s no
need to get upset — there was no fine mahogany furniture in the
village.»

(The Armed Prophet by Michael Bar-Zohar, p. 190)

«He (Ben-Gurion), had no hesitations over ordering the destruction
of their (the Arabs) villages and the turning back of the trickle of
refugees trying to return to their homes when the fighting had
ceased...

In Ben-Gurion’s world, in his State, there was no place for Arabs>.
(Ibid, p. 172)

As for the refugees, Ben-Gurion was quite emphatic : «We must

do everything to ensure that they never do return.»
(Ibid, p. 157)

«For {wenty years the Palestinian Arabs have first been uprooted
and then ill-treated and disoossessed. They have been deprived of

man’s most precious right — Liberty.»
(Cahier du Témo:gnage Chrétien Pour Un Juste Réglement du Probléme Palestinien,
Madeleine Trebous, p. 37)

<I remind you that the law of return stipulates that all Jews, of all
nationalities, can become Israeli citizens by law as soon as they
decide to live in Israel. On the contrary an Arab born there is al-
ways a second-class citizen, and can lose his nationality if he ab-

sents himself {emporarily.»
(Ibid, p. 30, Fanny Schapira)

<The Israeli authorities, however, placed Moslem religious affairs
under the control of the Israeli Jewish Ministry of Religious Affairs
and appointed an Israeli Jew to administer and control Wagf pro-
perties. This is not all — revenue accruing from Wagqf property in-
tended for religious and charitable purposes, is now collected by the
Israeli authorities and chanelled into general government reve-

nue. »
(Bitter Harvest by Sami Hadawi, p. 220)

Ed, Note : Waqf is a Moslem endowment for religious or charitable purposcs.
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«The Human Rights Commis-
sion of the United Nations had
voted in its closing session to
send a cable to the Israeli Go-
vernment protesting against the
destruction of Arab civilians’
houses in the occupied territo-
ries, and calling on Israel to de-
sist forthwith from indulging in

ISRAEL‘S RECORD CLEAR ?

such practices. The resolution
also urges the Israeli Govern-
ment to respect human rights
and fundamental freedoms>.

(Jewish Chronicle, 15 March 1968, p. 11)

«The Israelis are using against
the Arab population the fami-

liar techniques of any occupy-
ing power : interrogation, de-
portation, imprisonment, des-
truction of houses. Against Jor-
dan, artillery and aerial attac-
ks. Against border-crossing
commandos, mines, patrols and

helicopters.»
(The Economist, 13 January 1968)

A Letter from the Editor

We are most anxious to hear from our student readers wherever
they may be. We would like to hear whether Arab students
abroad find support or hostility to thew point of view and how
«Facts» can help them. We would very much like to know what
you think of ‘Facts’, whether you find it useful and if you have
any suggestions for making it more helpful. And we would like
to publish your letters, if you allow us to, in this space. We want
to make the Arab point of view as effectively expressed as the
Zionist point of view -- please help us to do this.

Please order your Christmas cards, in aid of Arabs in
occupied territories from P. O. Box 320,
Beirut; Lebanon.
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