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Protest Mounts Over Israeli Settlements;
Begin Pledges "Many More Eilon Morehs”

Credit Jerusalem Post

The “Sharon Plan,” which envisages three north-south
axes of Jewish setlements and military preservesinthe
West Bank, crisscrossed by east-west roads linking the
settlements directly to Israel.

At the opening of the Herut convention
(the major political party in the Likud coali-
tion that propelled Menahem Begin into
power), Prime Minister Begin declared:
“Ever since the term ‘law’ was introduced
into human culture there has never been a
more legitimate act than Jewish settlement
in all parts of Eretz Israel.” Four days later,
in what was described as a “lightening fast
operation,” the right-wing Gush Emunim
and the World Zionist Organization, using
military support, army helicopters, earth-
movers and bulldozers, established Elon
Moreh, the first new civilian settlement on
the West Bank since the Egyptian-Israeli
treaty, on a hill overlooking Nablus, — and

on 800 dunams of privately-owned Arab
land.

After a suit filed by seventeen Arab
landowners, the Israeli High Court ruled on
June 20 that construction on the settlement
must be halted for one month while the
[sraeli government presents its case why the
settlement should not be dismantled. The
government, the Court ruled, had failed to
notify some of the landowners that the
property was to be “requisitioned.” The
establishment of the settlement has caused
splits in Israeli public opinion, with General
Matty Peled and former chief of staff Chaim
Bar-Lev, a famous war hero, testifying that
Elon Moreh does not fulfill an essential
security role.

Nonetheless, 22 dwellings and 27 families
from the Gush Emunim remain in the
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settlement, and Elon Moreh joins a long list
of faits accomplis by advocates of Jewish
settlements in the West Bank and Gaza. On
its heels came the establishment of Karnei
Shormon, ten miles west of Nablus, on June
17. The “legitimate act” of Jewish settle-
ment, in Begin’s words, proceeds, in fact, by
flaunting international law, and by circum-
venting the few legal restraints in Israeli law.

The first Israeli official to be airlifted in
Elon Moreh, was Agricultural Minister Ariel
Sharon, nicknamed the “Godfather of
settlement,” who led a stormy Cabinet fight
to approve the new settlement. He told the
assembled settlers, members of the
extreme Gush Emunim group, that the
timing of the construction (on the eve of the
autonomy negotiations, as well as
coinciding with the Herut convention), was
important because it “goes in the face of
opposition raised by critics of Israeli settle-
ment policy.”

Sharon has become a law unto himself in
the two years of the Likud Government,
which, he boasted at the Herut convention,
has established “52 settlements beyond the
1948 Israeli border greenline in two years.”
Sharon was the mastermind behind the
strategy of “thickening and moving” existing
settlements to circumvent the freeze of
settlements during the Camp David negotia-
tions. He has consistently used his office
and governmental sources to aid the Gush
and has just as consistently ridiculed and
attacked critics of his settlement policies.
During the recent Knesset debate on Elon
Moreh, Sharon declared to the Knesset
members: “While you’re heckling me here,
we lay another metre of pipeline, another
kilometre of road and build another house.”
Sharon had previously infuriated the
Knesset by racist slurs against a Knesset
member and a journalist of Druze origin.

Sharon’s arrogance was quickly matched
by Begin who lashed out at opponents of the
new settlements in a lengthy hand-written
statement issued June 11. Begin scored
Zbigniew Brezezinski, the New York Times
and other U.S. critics who call the settle-
ments “illegal” and an “obstacle to peace.”
He reserved a special venom for the Israeli
“Peace Now” movement, saying “shame on
those Jews” who think that Jews settling
near Arabs on the West Bank is “provoca-
tion.” By doing so, Begin declared in his
favorite Biblical rhetoric, they “adopt the
evil path of the enemies of our people.”

Begin has rallied American Jewish leader
Theodore Mann to his settlement policy,
but has also received in mid-June a sharp
protest from 59 prominent American Jews,
including Saul Bellow and Leonard Bern-
stein, who found a policy “which presumes
to occupy permanently a region populated
by over 750,000 Palestinian Arabs ...
morally unacceptable.”

On June 16, Peace Now, as reported in
the Jerusalem Post, rallied 40,000
protestors to demand the resignation of
“that arrogant hallucinating” Menahem
Begin and his ministers and the dismantling
of Elon Moreh. One frequent sign reiterated
a common theme among Israeli dissidents:
“Occupation corrupts.” Political commen-
tator Danny Rubenstein, writing in the influ-
ential Hebrew daily Davar of June 8,
pointed out: “Palestinian solidarity has
become stronger and national unity for an
independent West Bank and a Palestinian
state has conquered all. The Arab public in
the territories is taking its revenge on us
because it has become stronger through its
moral demand for self-determination while
we are becoming the tired victors who are
weakening as a result of our demand to
continue to rule over a million people from
another nation.”

Palestinian resistance to the occupation
has become increasingly visible in recent
months. One June 17, thousands of Pale-
stinians, including the mayors of Nablus,
Anabta, Qualgiliyah and Salfit, and also the
heads of rural councils, religious institu-
tions, and trade, student and women’s
unions, rallied at Nablus City Hall and
marched to the headquarters of the Israeli
military government. Calling for the dis-
mantling of Elon Moreh, the marchers also
demanded the cessation of all settlements
and the establishment of a Palestinian inde-
pendent state. Bassem Shaq’a, the mayor of
Nablus, applauded the “supporters of
peace,” and the opponents of settlements
from Israel. Israeli soldiers charged the rally,
firing tear gas and shots and detaining
several Palestinians.

Both Elon Moreh and Karnei Shormon
are “urban settlements,” which means they
are planned to accomodate 10,000 settlers
and exemplify the emerging trend in Israeli
settlement policy: to encircle the major
towns on the West Bank. In fact, leaders of
the Gush, interviewed in the Jerusalem Post
of June 17-23, emphasized that Elon Moreh






“Tell Zaatar Was The Hill Of Thyme”

The following poems are taken from Tell
Zaatar Was The Hill of Thyme, the new
collection by Palestinian writer and poet
Fawaz Turki.

In the Village Where the Living
and the Dead Join Hands
in the Promised Land

In the beginning there was the Word
trekking the desert

blown by sand storms

and dreams innocent of guilt,

like the eyes of winter

puncturing the crust of earth.

In a gqulf of emptiness,

the child addresses himself endlessly.
What is a full year

in the life of the Word?

2.

Being and becoming

in a domain

that not even the Palestinian peasant,

with all his wisdom,

sitting under the ruins of the stars

in a Jerusalem narrow street, can
understand.

In the beginning it is a night journey

looking for dumb rocks in the ocean floor,

uttering cries.

In the solitude of a promised land

only a sleeping whale

can carry me home

to contemplate

the wounds of our sea,

its waves travelling backwards

from eternity.

3.

All my children wake up

far from the walled city of their dreams
and acquire a past

in the waters under the earth,
teeth-gnashing with the fish,

My mother is naked at last,

but only the rain is my lust,

looking for designs in the sky,

a deep meaning where the spider sleeps,
touching the thigh

of a passing meteor.

Black bells ring in the village square
and we join hands

with the smiles of many dreamers

to listen

to a thousand centuries

of blue roses.
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4.

When they wilt,

with forlorn bleeding eyes

squinting at the sun,

their whispers hurtle through

the lonely Palestinian night.

The energy of the universe

is within us —

and we go there.

The Word was only at the beginning.
A joyful chorus will come at the end.

Nablus Under Occupation

At two in the morning

the city bleeds

already grey

with the drugged thoughts
of those who want to defend Nablus
those who want to terrify Nablus,
those who want to occupy
and those who want to resist
in Nablus.

[ lie in my bed

tangled in the hair

of her deserted streets
under curfew,

hugging her silence.

In my darkness

the trees of the world pause
before they go up in flames.
The poem waters leak

into the city

picked up by a telex system.
But the world is afraid

of Palestinian metaphor

and the sound of our

buried prickly pears.

Today and Tomorrow

The Arab world

lived in slavery, at Camp David
then it found its freedom

and lived in it, in Palestine.

When | Shake Hands with a
Stranger Every Other Season

At the break of day
I still use double negatives

around my house,
unconcerned

about my walls lined with books.
I still use terms like

nation.

and homeland

and inalienable rights.

By noon

[ have travelled through

many nations,

folding my own

in helpless young

memories.

In alien cities

I am clothed

in thick raincoats of otherness
long before it rains.

I am not unfaithful

to my midnight stands —

I just feel alone

when everybody

(including a slavemaster or two)
sits by the fountain

in the park,

dipping their feet

in the water of their

sure ownhood.

Ruminations at a Press Agency

I killed the man

I blew up the house

I shot the child.

Oh. The land is vast

and | have become

a voiceless caricature,
placeless

in the jugglers’ gallery.

I have watched men

standing around street corners
on Connecticut Avenue

and the Boulevard St Michelle.
I say to them that legends

had made a pact with my dreams.
Somewhere

in the lush fields,

sweaty lips betrayed them.

My sun is unforgiving

fanning my shadows,

like remembered questions,
across the night.

And I am crazed by sorrow.
You don’t understand

that | too

came out naked

from my mother’s womb.















