





In Atlanta, Georgia, in the past 19
months, 21 black children have disappeared
and 20 have been found murdered. Concern
among both blacks and whites has mounted
throughout the United States. In an
expression of solidarity with the Atlanta
community and the tragedy they are facing
the Palestine Information Office sent the
following telegram: ’

Reverend Joseph Lowery
Southern Christian Leadership Conference

On behalf of Chairman Yasser Arafat and
the Palestine Liberation Organization, we
express to you and all brothers and sisters in
Atlanta our deep sympathy and anguish
over the attacks and killings of black
children in Atlanta.

We stand with you in full support and
solidarity in your struggle against racism,
oppression and the murder of innocent
children. We pray and hope for justice,
peace and security for your children and
people.

Palestine Information Office,
Washington, D.C.

In Solidarity

With Our Brothers & Sisters in Atlanta

Open Letter to President Reagan

Dear Mr. President:

It was with much interest and concern
that we watched your television interview,
conducted by Mr. Frank Reynolds of the
ABC network on March 9, 1981. Our
concern is with the remarks regarding the
“rebels” of Afghanistan as used by Mr.
Reynolds and your correction and comment
on the semantics of words, and your
insistence that these so-called “rebels” are
really “freedom fighters” because they are
fighting for their country.

My question to you, Sir, is the definition of
“rebel” and “freedom fighter”. Do the words
have different meanings when applied to
different countries? My concern is for the
Palestinians. Perhaps [ need not elaborate
on the subject, but permit me a few remarks
of fact:

The Palestinians were forcibly
removed from their country to make
room for the invasion of European
Jews;

The Palestinians have been subdued
for many years and are now, through

a new movement, striving to regain
their homeland, Palestine;

The Palestinian “FREEDOM
FIGHTERS” (your terms for those
fighting for their land) are literally
nailed to the cross and condemned as
“Terrorists” by you and your cabinet
as well as the United States media.
Palestinians are a people, humans, if
you please, and entitltd to a
homeland and an identity.

[ respectfully ask you to practice what you
are preaching to all countries and all
peoples, without bias or discrimination and
without the outside influences of our
satellite government in Israel. We have
hopes of a better world led by the world
leaders. Let us hope you will be recorded as
one of the fair and compassionate leaders in
our history.

Yours truly,

S. Sophiea
Flint, Michigan

Mediator. . .
(Continued from page 2)

“The confiscation process itself is also very
simple: the governor, or an officer who
represents him, enters a gallery or a shop
which sells pictures, orders all the paintings
and the posters to be shown to him, and
points with his hand to the forbidden ones
which are then confiscated on the spot. And
in some cases the artists arrested as well.”

Banning, confiscating and controlling art
works in Palestine, and arresting artists, is of
course a segment of a broad design of a
whole system of oppression inflicted by the
Zionists in Palestine on the Palestinians as a
people and a movement. In the end all of this
says more about Israel than it does about
the Palestinians. Israelis, insecure at their
failure to subjugate the Palestinians, are
lashing out blindly, lunatically, at
themselves. Like other settler colonial
regimes before them in other parts and
other times in the Third World, they sense
the disintegrative process of their system of
oppression and apartheid. Their policies
have failed. There is a lesson in all of that for
any “mediator” of the Palestine conflict.
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National Week in Support of Ziad Abu Eain

Demonstrations and vigils in 21 cities
throughout the U.S. and 600 telegrams to
the U.S. State Department marked Ziad
Abu Eain week, March 6-13. On March 20,
the Palestine Congress of North America
and the General Union of Palestinian
Students sponsored a demonstration at the
State Department in Washington, D.C.

During the national support week, the
Palestine Human Rights Campaign and the
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee in Dallas, Texas held a vigil. A
vigil in Jacksonville, Florida was sponsored
by the Orthodox community. Demonstra-
tors in Detroit and Los Angeles protested
the U.S. Government’s attempt to extradite
Ziad Abu Eain.

The Ecumenical Council of Wisconsin
responded to a proposal by Reverend
Humphrey Walz, and issued a statement
expressing the Council’s concern over the
case of Ziad.

On March 13, a Palestine Human Rights
Campaign delegation of 13 clergy attempted
to vist Ziad in jail. The authorities of
Chicago’s Metropolitan Corrections Center
refused entry to the clergy.

These and other actions of the National
Week in Support of Ziad Abu Eain are in
response to the February 20 ruling by the
U.S. Court of Appeals that Ziad be
extradited to Israel.

Ziad, a 2l-year old Palestinian, was
arrested in Chicago on August 21, 1979
based on an extradition request by the
Israeli government. The Israeli government

wants Ziad extradited to stand trial for a
bombing incident in Tiberius in May 1979.
The only evidence implicating Ziad is a
confession in Hebrew by a Palestinian
prisoner. There is strong evidence to
suggest that this confession was obtained
under duress, and the prisoner has twice
recanted his statement implicating Ziad.

Evidence of Ziad’s innocence provided by
his attorneys — the recantation of the
confession and 14 affidavits of residents of
Ziad’s home town, Ramallah, that he was
there on the day of the bombing incident—
have been denied by the courts. Although
Ziad voluntarily surrendered to federal
authorities in Chicago, they have denied
him bail for the past 19 months.

According to the National Emergency
Committee to Defend Ziad Abu Eain and
the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee (ADC), Ziad is being denied
“the basic rights guaranteed to all by U.S.
law, and has become a victim of State
Department efforts to play politics” with the
U.S. judicial system.

“Ziad Abu Eain is being used as the test
case by the State Department in its effort to
change the ‘political offense’ exception
clause from bilateral extradition treaties,”
according to ADC. “The State Department,
in an intentionally biased manner, is
involved in the effort to secure Ziad’s
extradition to Israel.”

Mr. Louis Fields, the State Department’s
Assistant Legal Advisor for Special
Functional Problems, stated in a radio

interview in September 1980: “the act which
Mr. Abu Eain committed is acommon crime
and punishable by the state or in the state in
which the crime was perpetrated.” Mr.
Fields, a government witness in Ziad’s trial,
has apparently preempted even the Israeli
courts in publicly announcing his
determination of Ziad’s guilt.

The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee explains the importance of this
case: “Ziad is being discriminated against
principally because he is an Arab. From the
behavior of the State Department and the
U.S. Prosecutor, we have cause to suspect
that an Arab and even an Arab American
can not receive a fair hearingin aU.S. court
in a case where Israel or Israeli interests are
at stake.”

But, ADC also emphasizes that “this case
is not only important for Arab Americans. It
raises critical issues that should concern all
Americans who value democratic rights.
The case raises questions regarding, 1) the
anti-Arab bias that appears to exist in a
number of government agencies; and 2) the
right of Americans and all who appear
before U.S. courts to receive equal
treatment under the law, as well as
protection of constitutionally guaranteed
rights.”

For more information on the case of Ziad
Abu Eain, contact the National Emergency
Committee to Defend Ziad Abu Eain, P.O.
Box 811, Evanston, IL 60204, or the
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Com-
mittee, 1611 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20036.

Palestinian Women. . .
(Contined from page 4)

There, Palestinian women continue to
contribute by playing an effective role as
nurse, fighter, social worker, educator and
politician.

To date, Palestinian women have a
significant role to play in the revolution and
do so. Their involvement was consciously
initiated though the emancipation
movement that resulted was entirely
accidental.

At the inception of the Palestinian
movement, it dawned upon Palestinians
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that victory was possible only when all
available resources were used. Women
were half of the labor power and a resource
that the Palestinian revolution could not
afford to ignore. As women were
encouraged to participate, their
participation filtered into all sectors of
Palestinian life. Their increased involvement
in the social, economic and political spheres
created a new Palestinian woman, one that
was more independent, mature and
intelligent. It is not at all strange that
woman’s emancipation was a natural
consequence of the revolutionary
movement itself. There was not, however, a
conscious effort whose aim was
emancipation. Rather, women’s rights were

an unintended, but welcome, consequence
of the revolution.

On March 8, women everywhere
celebrated the International Day of Women.
It is one day that all women share with pride
for it commemorates them, their
achievements and their redefinition within
all societies. Palestinian women certainly
deserve that praise. In the truest sense of
the word, Palestinian women, despite
Zionism and despite tradition, have
achieved and are successfully redefining
their position within Arab society.



The following poem was written by Robert
Iza for Ziad Abu-Eain.

In as much as some

apocryphal men

have made once again

their ritual demands,

pieced together

with pieces of flesh,

with myths and with lies

and with pieces of law,

we might have seen before this instant
but we still may look

at this so-called anarchist:

one Ziad Abu Eain,

a Palestinian Arab, 7 seasons in jail,
a boy,

wrapped in butcher paper,

and, as such, extraditable home.

Might fewer lies

and fewer appositions to a boy
have sufficed in this

and left us yet some pride

and divine grace here in America,
the home of the free and the brave
and the decent?

I ask myself in secret

and in shame

what has changed since
one moment ago

when we trusted in God
and believed in our laws,
not in some aprocryphal men
who make ritual demands
that the sun be a spotlight,
that our wholeness

and children be broken.

Prison Walls

“An Appeal to Heaven and US. Courts”

So, perhaps, it is best, after all,
that this butcher so-called,

this boy,

should go home to the valley
where Jesus was born.

Forsaken in a jail cell,

Ziad Abu Eain,

entangled in scribbles of spittle
ex post facto,

wrapped in butcher paper

as a pound of beef,

be gone.

And yet I would spare

at least his human dignity
for your sake and mine.
And I will not press my face
into the dirt

or grovel in silence.

For we are many,

you and I, Americans,
resplendent in our freedom,
humanity and laws.

And if not I,

then you can wipe

the spit from your eye

and find your tongue

and speak the truth

and say,

No, we will not

extradite this boy!

*drawing by Kamal Boulatta



















