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MAY 15, 1948:

Who Created the Refugee Problem?

“‘On May, 1948, . . . a full-scale invasion of Israel [occurred] by
the regular forces of Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Iraq,
with contingents from Saudi Arabia and Yemen....

““Thus was set in motion the events that subsequently created
the Arab Refugee problem.’’ [emphasis in original]

—*‘‘How the Arab Leaders Created the
Middle East Refugees,’” pamphlet distributed
by the Israeli Information Office.

“‘If the Arab States had not waged open war on Israel on the
morrow of its re-establishment in May 1948, the issue [of the
refugees] would never have arisen. ...

‘‘Villagers and townsfolk were exhorted by their leaders to
withdraw ‘temporarily’ to neighboring territories and clear the
way for advancing columns.”

—*‘The Arab Refugee Issue,’’ published by
the Israeli Ministry for Foreign Affairs

The Israeli government has consistently blamed the creation of
the Palestinian refugees on the surrounding Arab states. The
Zionists accuse the Arab nations of inducing the Palestinians to
leave their land in the months after May 15, 1948. It was on that
date* that the Zionists proclaimed the state of Israel and when
the Arab armies intervened in the struggle over Palestine.

But the Israeli government’s version is a blatant fabrication
designed to serve long-range political and diplomatic goals. The
Zionists had, in fact, used military actions to force 750,000
Palestinians from their homes, nearly half of them before May
15, 1948.

BEFORE MAY 15, 1948, and before the Arab armies
intervened, the Zionist military forces emptied 100 Arab villages
and five large Arab cities, causing 300,000 Palestinians to flee.
This was a calculated policy to ‘‘clean’’ the area of Arabs and
realize the long held Zionist goal of creating ‘‘A Jewish State as
Jewish as England is English.”

® Plan D: On April 1, 1948, the official Zionist army, the
Haganah, launched an elaborately prepared offensive, code
named Plan D. The existence and details of Plan D were only
admitted to years later by Netanel Lorch, first director of the
Historical Section of the Israeli Defense Forces. He wrote that
the plan ‘“for the first time in Haganah history dealt with the
capture of Arab villages and cities.”’ (Israel’'s War of
Independence, p. 91) It was aimed at the ‘‘occupation of Arab
villages, . . .creating continuity between Jewish cities and
neighboring Jewish settlements.”” (p. 91) By ‘‘continuity,”
Lorch meant, solely Jewish zones created by forcing out the
Palestinians.

“Plan D”’ included a number of separate military actions
aimed at the removal of Arabs from villages and towns
interspersed with Jewish towns and settlements. Among these
actions were Operation Hachshon (April 1, 1948)—clearing the
Arab villages from alongside the Tel-Aviv to Jerusalem road;
Operation Misparayim (April 21, 1948)—attacking Arab Haifa,
forcing its population to flee in terror by boats; and Operation
Chametz (April 27, 1948)—eliminating the Arab villages
surrounding Tel-Aviv and Jaffa, thereby isolating Arab Jaffa and
forcing its 70,000 inhabitants to flee.

¢ Deir Yassin Massacre: On April 9, 1948, the Stern and
klrgun Zionist paramilitary organizations massacred 256 residents

of the village of Deir Yassin. Although the Haganah publicly
denounced the massacre, the village was razed and the Haganah
quickly built an airbase on the land. In later weeks Haganah
sound trucks toured the nearby Arab sections of Jerusalem
announcing, ‘‘Unless you leave your homes, the fate of Deir
Yassin will be your fate.”’

Jacques De Reynier, the head of the International Red Cross
delegation in Palestine, described the massacre’s ‘‘immense
repercussions...The press and radio spread the news
everywhere among the Arabs. . . In this way a general terror was
built up” among the Arabs, a terror astutely fostered by the
Jews. .. .Driven by fear, the Arabs left their homes. . .first
isolated farms, then villages, and in the end whole towns were
evacuated. . .their one hope being to avoid the fate of the people
of Deir Yassin.”’ (O Jerusalem, p. 46. Emphasis added.)

Menahem Begin, the Irgun leader, said of Deir Yassin,
‘“There would not have been a state of Israel without the victory
of Deir Yassin.”” (The Revolt, pp. 164-5) Indeed, the terror of
Deir Yassin greatly facilitated creation of continuous Jewish
zones, the primary goal of Plan D. The result of the massacre is
clear whether it was sanctioned by the Haganah or not.

AFTER MAY 15, 1948, four hundred fifty thousand more
Palestinian refugees were created, not by the illusion of quick
victory by the Arab armies, but by Israeli military terror.

* By May 15, the surrounding Arab countries were being
flooded with destitute Palestinians who called upon the Arab
armies to rescue their homeland. At the last moment, the Arab
states half-heartedly committed forces insufficient to stop the
Israeli advances into the areas that the UN had ‘‘allocated”’ to
the Palestinians a year earlier. Transjordan, in particular, had
already made a tacit agreement with Israel not to attack beyond
certain lines in return for Israeli commitment that at least part of
the Palestinian West Bank would fall under Transjordanian
control and could be illegally annexed to form part of the state of
Jordan.

The Palestinians quickly learned that the Arab armies were
not going to liberate their land; in some instances refugees
demonstrated against the Arab armies, spitting on their soldiers
and cursing their lack of resolve. Any initial illusion of an Arab
victory was quickly dispelled.

¢ The Israeli claim that the Arab leaders ordered the refugees
to clear out of the way of the advancing armies is a fabrication,
developed several years after the fact. The British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) monitored records of all Middle Eastern
broadcasts throughout 1948 contain: ‘‘not a single order, or
appeal, or suggestion about evacuation from Palestine from any
Arab radio station, inside or outside Palestine, in 1948. There is
repeated, monitored record of Arab appeals, even flat orders, to
the civilians to stay put...Even Jewish broadcasts (in Hebrew)
mentioned such Arab appeals to stay put. Zionist newspapers in
Palestine reported the same: none so much as hinted at any Arab
evacuation orders.”’ (Childers, ‘‘The Other Exodus,”’ p. 6)

® After May 15, 1948, Israel unabashedly drove out the Arab
people from the territories it conquered. The noted British
military historian, Edgar O’Ballance, wrote of this period: ‘“The
Arab inhabitants were ejected and forced to flee...Wherever
the Israeli troops advanced into Arab country, the Arab
population was bulldozed out in front of them.” (Arab-Israeli
War, pp. 191-192)
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CLASS STRUGGLE IN LEBANON SUBPS ELREI:I;?&%E)AY
The entire anti-Palestinian dimension of the civil war has been 1757 Manh. ill Stati
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war dates not from the massacre of the 27 Palestinians in April
1975, but from the brutal suppression of a demonstration in
support of fishermen in Sidon, a southern Lebanese city, a few
months earlier. The army was sent in against the demonstrators,
who were protesting the practices of a fishing monopoly owned
by the prominent Maronite Camille Chamoun: eleven
demonstrators were killed, including the parliamentary deputy
from Sidon. When progressive groups staged a general strike in
protest to this massacre, Pierre Gemayal led Phalangists in a
march through the Christian sectors of Beirut in tribute to the
heroism of the army. Soon the sentiments of the masses were
handwritten on the walls of Beirut: ‘‘Gemayel equals Yitzhak
Rabin equals CIA.”’

The bitter class struggle in Lebanon has been brought about
by the profound transformation of the Lebanese economy over
the last years, caused basically by the entry of world capitalism.

Palestine was seized by the Zionists in 1948. Because of the
Arab boycott, Israel was shut off from commerce with the Arab
countries and world capitalism concentrated on Lebanon as a
transit point for growing economic relations with the Arab East.
Especially in the last five years with the tremendous growth of oil
wealth in the Gulf, Lebanon has experienced a phenomenal
growth in banking, commerce and services. Arab oil money
flooded Beirut in search of consumer goods, investment
opportunities and services for the construction of a modern
infrastructure in the Gulf. While some of this money was
funneled to the old feudal families, who control the state, Beirut
also witnessed the growth of a modern, technically-trained
bourgeoisie. While these bourgeois elements were often from
the Maronite sect, their links to feudalism were not strong, and
their ties to the existing state power were not tight. Represented
by leaders such as Raymond Edde, this new bourgeoisie was
open to the concept of creating a modern secular state, and thus
poses a potential threat to the old feudal order.

An even more explosive contradiction is a newly enlarged class
of militant workers and unemployed. Many of them are
concentrated in the ‘‘belt of misery’’ around Beirut, a zone of
destitution into which 600,000 people are crowded. Some of the
components of this belt are Palestinian refugee camps, but more
are new shanty towns. Many of those who live there are Shiite
Moslem peasants newly uprooted from the south. Within the
past years, capitalists have been buying land for tobacco culture
from the feudal lords, and dispossessing the peasantry. The
former peasants either remain in the rural areas as part of the
agricultural proletariat, or, in great numbers, emigrate to Beirut.
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Steeply rising inflation, a product of global conditions of
capital, has created a loss of real income for workers over the last
three years. In a country where over half the national income is
controlled by fewer than five percent of the population, the
contrasts between great wealth and terrible poverty are intense.
Increasingly aware of the ostentatious display of wealth by the
new millionaires of Beirut, the working class had held militant
strikes both in the city and countryside over the last three years.

From these severe class contradictions, a number of Lebanese
leftist and progressive groups have emerged. The Phalange has
tried to deny the existence of genuine Lebanese radical
organizations, attributing all strife to the presence of the
Palestinians. Nevertheless, the fighting has shown that the
Lebanese left has real strength, and deep roots among the poor
and working classes. Among the more important progressive and
nationalist organizations are the Progressive Socialist Party, led
by Kamal Jumblatt; the Movement of the Disinherited, with a
base among the Shiite and headed by the Shiite leader, Imam
Musa Sadr; al Muabitun, the Independent Nassserist
Organization; the Communist Party of Lebanon; the
Organization of Communist Action; a few Baath groupings; the
Syrian National Social Party and the October 24th Movement in
Tripoli.

Whatever the immediate outcome of the current phase of the
civil war in Lebanon, these profound socio-economic
contradictions must ultimately lead to revolution in Lebanon.e
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