











ZIONISM IN PALESTINE/S

Palestinians in Israel

A second phase of Zionist colonialism began with the estab-
lishment of the state of Israel in 1948. Approximately 90 percent
of the Arab population of the territory appropriated for the new
state were exiled.

The Palestinian Arabs who managed to remain in Israel had
about S0 percent of their land confiscated by the state within a
few years, through a variety of legal strategems, generally for
Jewish settlement. In many cases the lands, or the most arable
part of them, which belonged to an Arab village were seized and
given to a neighboring kibbutz or moshav.

The Palestinian Arabs have tended to be forced into the sub-
proletariat and have been subjected to a variant of the apartheid
system. As a landless class, newly expanded by the
expropriations, they were forced to leave the villages to find
work, usually returning to the village at night or for the weekend.
These Arab workers tended to be concentrated in agriculture and
construction, in which they constituted 23.4 and 20.3 percent of
the workforce in Israel in 1969. They are very underrepresented
in industry, where they made up only 6.8 percent of the workers
in Israel in 1969. They are frequently found in the least skilled,
most menial and most poorly paid positions: an Arab man in
Israel received on the average only 62 percent of the wages paid
to a Jewish male worker. The number of Palestinian Arabs who
are able to enter the middle class of professionals is quite small,
especially relative to the Jewish population.

The Palestinians who remained as farmers in the villages
found that the Israeli government took vigorous measures to
bring modern technology to Jewish agriculture, and very little
action to improve Arab agriculture. Statistically, the results can
be seen in the fact that only S percent of the land cultivated by
Arabs in Israel was irrigated in 1967, while 47 percent of the land
farmed by Jews was irrigated. The same point was made more
visually by an Arab resident of the Galilee who recently showed
a Jewish Post reporter that ‘‘the glistening channel of the
National Water Carrier, which bisects the Beit Netufa Valley,
provides no water to irrigate Arab lands in the valley.”’

Socially and politically the Arabs of Israel live under a kind of
apartheid system. Of the 400,000 Palestinian Arabs in Israel in
1971, only about 12 percent lived in mixed Arab-Jewish cities,
and then generally in dilapidated ghetto areas. The Arab
population is concentrated in 102 villages and the two towns of
Nazareth and Shafa ’Amr: 60 percent are in the Galilee and 20
percent in the Triangle (Central District).

By law, no non-Jew may lease land belonging to the Jewish
National Fund, and virtually no non-Jew may lease land from the
State. The implications of this discrimination are awesome when
one realizes that together the JNF and the State hold 92 percent
of the land in Israel. Furthermore, by law no non-Jew may even
work on that land. Although the law is often flouted, the govern-
ment takes steps to prosecute individuals and settlements who
do not heed these regulations.

Because new towns and settlements are ordinarily located on
land held by the JNF or by the State, Arabs are prevented from
living there. In the Galilee, for instance, where the Arab popula-
tion is concentrated, not a single Arab has been allowed to live in
the Jewish town of Upper Nazareth, located on lands seized from
the Arab people of Nazareth, or in the Jewish town of Carmiel,
built on land taken fram the villagers of Ba’ane, Dir al Assad and
Nahf.

Legally and administratively, Arabs are put in a category
separate from Jews, and are even further subdivided by religion.
Arabs of the Druze faith, an offshoot of Islam, are subject to
compulsory military service, Christian Arabs may enlist at their
option, and Moslems are barred from the army. There is no civil
marriage in Israel, so no Arab, Christian, Moslem or Druze, may
legally marry a Jew.

Each agency of the government has its own separate Arab
department: even ‘‘Arab health’’ and ‘‘Arab agriculture’’ are
administered by special offices, and in the annual reports, the

immunizations administered to Arabs and Jews and the totals of
tomatoes produced by Arab and Jewish farmers are tallyed in
separate columns. Needless to say, the Arab departments are
generally run by Jews: from the Prime Minister’s Arab Advisor
Shlomo Toledano, down to lesser offices.

Unlike Jews, the Palestinian Arabs in Israel were put under
military government rule which was not abolished until 1966.
During that time special passes—Ilike in South Africa—were
required for Arabs traveling outside their usual residence. Now,
although they are no longer under martial law, the weight of
political repression falls most heavily upon them and many Arab
nationalists and dissidents are confined to their villages and
allowed to leave only with a pass.

Through this period (1948-67) the growth of the Israeli
economy was restricted by the Arab boycott, under which the
Arab countries refused to trade with Israel. Thus Israeli
industries were unable to export their manufactured goods to the
markets of the nearby Arab states, nor were they able to import
raw materials from these countries. Lavish subsidies of foreign
aid, particularly from the U.S., maintained the Israeli economy.
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8/ZIONISM IN PALESTINE

After the dramatic Israeli victory in the June 1967 war, the
U.S. government’s esteem for Israel swelled. Its breathtaking
military victories made it an example of the kind of regional ally
the Nixon Doctrine was talking about: one which would use U.S.
weapons and its own personnel to fight U.S. battles at a reduced
domestic political cost. Edward Sheehan in the spring 1976 issue
of Foreign Policy writes that it was the ‘‘conventional wisdom’’
of the post-June war period that ‘‘a strong Israel, militarily much
superior to its Arab foes, would prevent war and serve as the
surest sentinel of American interests in the Middle East.”

When Golda Meir visited Washington in early 1973, she laid
out an argument for Israel’s strategic importance to the U.S.,
saying, according to the Israeli daily Ha'aretz (March 7, 1973)
‘““that Israel is really a safeguard for the maintenance of
American interests in the area, and the first line of defense for
American interests in the Mediterranean basin. We are also the
main safeguard for the protection of the Islamic regimes that are
loyal to them in the area.’”’ As Meir pointed out, Israel was a key
link in the chain of U.S. allies which Kissinger was stretching
around the Mediterranean and down to the Indian Ocean. Spain,
Portugal, Greece, Turkey, Israel and Jordan around the
Mediterranean, and Ethiopia, Saudia Arabia, Iran and Pakistan
around the Indian Ocean: all were strong U.S. allies.

Even in such a galaxy, Israel’s star twinkled brightly,
attracting admiration and aid from Washington. In the four years
between 1968 and 1972, Nixon sent $1,182 million in military and
economic aid to Israel, or somewhat over the total of U.S. aid in
the previous 20 years. Considered solely in terms of military aid,
the boost in assistance is even more tremendous: during this
period the Nixon administration sent Israel more than 20 times
the military aid that had been sent in the previous 20 years.

U.S. military and intelligence strategists developed a bloated
confidence in Israel, and the Israeli military themselves began to
fantasize lightening strikes at Kuwait or elsewhere in the Gulf
should radical nationalists threaten the oil interests of the
capitalist world.

The October 1973 war revealed that the erstwhile Mideastern
superman was not at all invincible. The military revelations were

a shock, but no more so than the political realizations. The U.S.
government quickly learned that it could no longer conduct its
relations with Israel in isolation from its relations with the Arab
states as if they did not all exist in the same region, or indeed, on
the same planet. Arab nationalist forces had grown much
stronger; growth in strength could be traced in part to results of
the June 1967 War, which inflicted a humiliating defeat on
regimes which had previously contained those forces and at the
same time intensified Zionist oppression with the occupation. No
Arab regime, no matter how reactionary, was able to ignore the
force of nationalism.

Now the question for U.S. strategists is how to integrate its
reactionary allies, both Zionist and Arab, into a single regional
system. It is an intricate juggling act, and there is no clear sign at
this point that the U.S. government will be able to pull it off.

The major problem confronting the U.S. in its attempt at
integration of the regional system of imperialist control is the
Palestinians. The U.S. thus far is acting on the premise that it
cannot yield to the Palestinian aspirations for self-determination
since these would come at the expense of Israel, which the U.S.
considers vital to its interests as a global power.

The struggle of the Palestinians, therefore, plays a crucial role
in the confrontation between imperialism and national liberation
in the Middle East. For over half a century now the Palestinians
have been resisting the peculiar brand of colonialism which
besets their homeland and the imperialist powers which have
stood behind Zionism. In recent years the Palestinians have
withstood a number of attempts, which were supported by the
U.S., to destroy their struggle, most notably the massacre of
Black September 1970 in Jordan and the successive attacks by
the right wing in Lebanon.

The Palestinian struggle for self-determination has not only
survived but grown stronger. It has grown stronger particularly
in gaining the active participation of the Palestinian people
under occupation, and stronger in gaining virtually universal
international recognition for the Palestinian Liberation Organiza-
tion as the sole legitimate representative of its people. °
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